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'The main purpose of this investigation was to
determine patterns of establishment in farming followed by youth in
five Wisconsin counties:'Specific objectives were: (1) to determine
o among the 1957 high-school graduates hadRver farmed and were

actually farming in 1964 (2) to determine the,similarities and
differences of those who stayed in'4rming and of those who did not

relation to 19 characteristics; and (3) to determine the progres9t
made while farming. During the Fall of 1956, 764 male high-school
seniors, including 346 who were farm reared or whose father Sias
involved in farming, were*selected for the study. All of the group
who,hadindicated that their present occupation was farming or that
-they had farmed at some time in the 'years following high-school
,graduation were surveyed thro h mail questionnaires and telephone
interviews. 4.is report provi es the study date resulting.from a
comparison of those presently farming and those who: terminated. The
comparison is de on the basis of education, youth club membership,
job responsibili es; capital\investment in home.farm, background
information, meth used to enter farming, capital accumulation,
control of capital, to e in farming, extent bf involvement, use of
credit, participation in c ntinuning education, progress made while
farming, involvement in farm, organizations, approved practices
followed, farming status achieved; capital investaibnt'and income,
future plans, and why men quit farming. _NB)
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WORKING AT HOME FOR BOARD AND .110br OR
WORKING AT HOME FOR AN INDEFINITE AL-
LOWANCE ARE UNSATISFACTORY METHODS
FOR GETTING ESTABLISHE D TN FARMING. Oti ly
two of the 20 individuals who began farming under
this arrangement are progressing toward estab-
Ilr,hrnent in farming.

a
CREDIT IS ESSENTIAL FOR A SUcCESSFUL dR-
GO,ING FARM OPERATIST. Seventy-three per-
cent of thosd presently farming used credit to fin-
ance the business compared to only 26 percent of
those presently not farming.

THE CON;TROI. OF CAPITAL IN 'FHE INITIAL
STAGES OF FARMING INCREASES CHANCES
FOR SUCCESS IN FARMING. Those individuals
presently farming controlled substantially larger
investment when they began farming than 'those
who left the farm. 0-

MORE INDIVIDUALS PRESENTLY FARMING
WERE QUITE CERTAIN WHEN HIGH SCHOOL
SENIORS THAT THEY MUD HAVE AN OPPOR-,,
TUNIT_X TO BECOME ESTABLISHED EN FARM-
ING ON ILHE HOME FARM. Nearly half of those
now farming said that their fathers were willing,
to develav a share agreement or that they felt

r
there was an4tpportuniiy tO.

retired. Only about 25 percent
take over the farm

when the fat
of those who have left the farm felt, they had simi-
1?,c,opportunities.

VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE AIDS ESTAB-
..c LLSHMENT IN FARMING. A much g ater per-

centag of the-fa group were enrolled for
three r four y ars of vocational agribultur
high s hoot than those who have left the farm.

HIGHER SCHOLASTIC ACHIEVEMENT I ASSO-0.
CIATED WITH ESTABLISHMENT IN F RMING. 114
Eighty-four percent of those presently arming it
achieved a grade average of C or better in high
school compared to 64. percent of those esently
not farming.

I.

pated more in litcrversity of Wisconsin Short
Courses, college attendance and specialcoUrseq.

AcIljEVEMENT IN FARMING IS ASSOCIATED'
WITH USING APPROVED PlIACTICES. The
greater use of approved practices among those .

presently farming contributed substantially to in.
creased milk and butterfat production per cow;
more pigs raised per litter, and greater yields of
corn, oats and alfalfa.

CetnITTERABLE FINANCIAL P ROGR F'S S HAS
BEEN MADE BY THE YOUTH IN A DECADE OF
FARMINGi-Over half of the individuals present-
ly farming control investments in etxcess of
$30, 000. About 54 percent reported annual in -

comes between $15,000 and $30, 000. Increase.,
in gross incOnies ranging from $1 500 to $10, 500
were re ported by 81 percent of thoSe who are
presently farming.

-IN DI VID UA LS PRESENTLY FARMING HAVE
ACHIEVED A.HIG$ LEVEL OF JOB SATISFAC=.

4TION. When asked what they plan to be doing in
ten years from now, 4 4 percent_ indicated that
platr-ttrizsigilliie in farming.

NOT ALL ARE FARMING WHO DESII T,0 DO,
SO. Twenty-two percent of Close who are no long- 4
er farming indicated that farming is the most de-
sirable lay of earning a iiVingt

YOUNG MEN B MING ESTABLISHED
ARMIN ING ARE 'ERESTED IN POST HI

S

---N.Ktilcs
L EDUCA NAL PROGRAMS SPONSOR

ED B DEPARTMENTS OF VOCATIONAL AG
rULTUttE AND BY. UNIVERSITY EXTENSIQ
Thirty -eight percent of Ihose7preiently farm
participated in educationfil meetingdsitponso s by
the local agricultural department compared to 22
percent for thost who haveleft the fatin. Twenty-
nine percent of the farming group ayo partici-
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Intro fiction,
Each yei'ar many peo e enter rming either full-
time or part-time Most prospective lull -time
farmers expect a farm income will enable them
to live comfortably, rear and educate'a family,
Vid hopefully accrue an estate. n t r a n c-e- -into

*ming can occur in various ways. Some work
ciff the 'farm to supplement income In earlier
years, others purchase a small ra r m and rent

I\

additional land hile others rely on family aesis-
tance to needed lAd and capital to make a
beginning is f nillige "'"Ak

To become es ishe n farmi generally re-
quiresquires coqiderab ti e. Establi htnent includes
stability of tenure, rester ret for labor and
*financial investment, nd personal nvolvement in
managerial dtcisions.

Limited study has been made ofthe stablisn ent
iirocess and of the characteristics o the indi du-
al who enter and persist in farms , in co rad!,

ose who drop aut. ijelping young men d vel-
op. e ability to become establish in fa ingi
has en a long' term objective of Vo atio Ag-
ricult , the Co6perative ExtensiO ervice, and
Aher rura age cies. The staff of se agencies

have a sp 1 interest in this study.

got
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4 Dus investigation Was part of Wisconsin Experiment Stat n Proict..1)85 "'Opportunities and Methous of °ening Fstablished 16 Faring for
Wisconsin Rural Youth;" a longitudinal slud egun in 1956. " .\ 2W T Bjoraker is professor Department'ent o Agricultural and Extension Educiion, University of Wisconsin- Madison V. 0. Martinson was a

' research assistant in that department at tht tune of this study and now Is a consultant in Agricultural Educrio , Wisconsin Department of Pub.

, lie Instruction, G. W. Sledge is Associate WanofTsident Instrucction and profeNsor, 7partment of Agric Itural and ,F.xtension Lduckon,

University of Wisconsin-Madison.
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Objectives 'of The Study
The main purpose 'the investigation was to
doterm ine pattern estat.ishment in farming
followed 6) sxkLith in five Wisconsin counties, The,
specific objectives were:
1. to determine who among the 1957 high school

'male geraduatet4 ever farmed and were actu-
ually farmirwrin 1968. .

.2. to determine the similarities and differenc6s
of those who stayed, in farmirigiind of those
who did not with respect to

iia. method of getting sta ed in farming
b., participation in farm Fganizationsc( pa r1icipation in evening classes sponsor-

ed bya vobationalagficulttire department
(pr.extension programs

d. participation in FFA and 4-H programs 1
e. youth's evaluation of vocational agricul-

ture and 4-II in the preparation for the
business of farming

f.

g.
number involved in part-ttine farming

1.r"
how ini tial capital investment w a s ac-

-
quifed

h., use of credit in the farming operation
i. use of approved farming practice-i-,

3. to determine the progres',!math kkhile farm-
.

ing with respect to:
a. increase in crop yiel(14
h. increase in livestock production
c. net worth

gross income
crop acrese..

f.- "livestock units
g. capital invested

The Group Studied
During the fall of 1956, 764 students in 31 high
schools were selected for this study. All were
male high sch'bol seniors including 846 youth who
were farm reared or whose father was presently
involved in farming. 0

The group was not a random sample. However,
thei Selection of individuals was represeptative of
the total. non-metropolitan population of Wiscon-
sin. To insure this the following criteria were
established:

1. geographic distribdtion

2. variety in types of fording, soil productivity,
farm 'size and farm investment

3. services of vocational agriculture and agri.
cultural extension

4. variation in the number of schools and voca-
tional agriculture departments in the counties

ollaaaa~mx.

5. cooperation from personnel in the counties

6. existence of homogeneous and heterogeneous
population areas

7. the mistence of low, medium, and high in-
come areas

The counties selected were Adams, Iowa, Mani-
towoc, Polk, and, Price. All individuals of the
original group of 764 who had indicated that their
present occupation was farming, or that they had
farmed .s o me t irn. e in the years following high
school graduationow r e contacted through, mail
questionnaires and telephone interviews.
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Comparison of Thon Presewly Fanning
and Those Who Terminated

Ediit c///0//
adequate mental ability and'knowledge of agricul-

ral subject matter are essential for successful
pera .n of today's farm. Table 1 reveals that

ercent of, hose presently farming had a high
school grade average of C or better (or two or
above on an A = 4 point basis). Those no longer
farming achieved at a lowerievel, with 65 per-
ceilt a c h le v ing a grade point of two or above.
Twenty-two percent of the non-farming group had
a grade point otone compared to only eight per-
cent of the farming group. -

TABLE 1

H igh School Grade Point Averages.:of Respondents
Who Remained Farming and of Those Who -Left.

JRADE POINT*
AVBRAGE

PRESENTLY
FARMING

PRESENTLY
NOT FARMING

n % n %

t
4 1 3 2 9',

3 -10 27 . 4 ,1 17

2 21 57 11 48

1 , 8 5 22

No response 2 5 1 4

Totals 37 100 23 100

*A = 4

Vocgtional training is important to an individual's
Access. Table 2 shows 78 percent of those pres-
ently farming were enrolled for four years in vo-
cational agriculture as compared to only 48 per-
cetit of those presently not farming. Eighty-six
percent of the farming group enrolled for three or
four years in vocatIonal,agriculture compared to
57 pe..cent of the non - farming group. Eleven
percent o f those presently farming had two or
less years of vocational agriculture trait:dig, con-

. trasted to 30 percent of those who .left the fa-.-m,
Vocational agriculture 'was not offred by some
of the respondents' schools.

Several true-false test:# were administered to the
respondents while they were high school seniors
to meastute knowledge in various areas. Those
presently farming achieved considerably higher
scores on the tests in soils, crops, dairy cattle
and farm managerrnt.

Youth Club tlembership

TABLE 2

Years Enrolled in Vocational Agriculture for Ilt-
pondents Who Remained Farining and For Those
Who Ljft.

YEARS ENROLLED
IN VOCATIONAL
AGRICULTURE

TRAINING

PRESENTLY
FARMING

PRESENTLY.
NOTFARMING

n 1._ % n 07t

None

1

2

3

4

No response

3

-1

0
4

3

29

1

ql I

I

1

1

I

3

3

0

8

78

3

4

0

3 >

2

11,

3

17

0

13

9

/4e

141

Totals 37, 100 23
...

100

Members...ip in 4-H and the Future Farmers of
America was extensive. Those presently farm-

' ing indicated 81percent menibershiin FFA con-
t_ fisted t6-70 percent for those non-farming. Al-
t hough vocational agriculture and FFA w not
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available in all 31 schools inoludd in the study,
every county had 4-H club organizations. Alem-
bershlp in 4-H had been held by 70 percent.of

Lff ty le -2%

S

-ROUE%

d

1111111P`
.M II

those who had terminated/arming while 59 per'
Cent of those presently farming had be en 4-H
members,

.

11 I

.

Figure 1. Vocational training in agriculture is important to career success. Seventy-eight percent of those presently farming had four years
of Vo./tig training compared to only 48pet cent of those who left farming.

Joh Responsibthlics
Earlier research suggests that the extent of job
responsibilities while living at home on the farm
influences the youth's attitude toward farming as
an occupation. It was found in this study that in-

s

*

7

dividuals who continue to farmhad more job res-
ponsibilities on the home fai4m than did those who
are presently not farming.
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((y)lwl Investment in Home farm
When seniors, 48 percent of those now farming
fel-qhh, opportinity for establishment was good
end all of them felt the home fawn was of suffi-
cient size. Of those who left farming, only -26
perc'.ent felt a similar opportunity existed and 17
percent felt the home fa.,m was too sm,t11:

Table 3 shows the distribution of ryapital invested
in the home farms of the respondents when thug
Aere seniors in high school. More of, the indivi-
duals presently farming came from home farms
with larger capi'M investment.

TAB1A: 3
1

-, Li ,,--
-Est imated Capital In,,veted in the Flame Farmsof
1957 Graduates While High School Seniors. 0,,

IX)1.1ARS
INVESTED IN
410111E FARM

PR ESENTLY
FARMING

PRESENTLY
NOT, FARMING

n -1 R r7c

1,tp,'-, titian $10,000 '0' . 4) .0

$10,M00$10, 000 11 3 4 It
, ... ,

$20, 600-$29, 000 4 11 3 1.3

$30, (100139, 000 5 , 11 1, 4
. - .....

$40,
i
008-$49., 000 7 - 18 1 4

$50, 000-$59, 000 3 8 :3 13

.
$60, 000-$69, 000 . 1 3 1 1 4

$70, 000-$79, 000 '1 3 0 0
i

I$80, 000-$89, 000 0 0 0 0'

$90, 000-$99, 000, 5 14- 0 1 0

Over $100, 000 3 8 L 4

No response 7 18 9 I 40 .

' Totals 37 1100100 23 100

13a( Aground Inlormatom%
Oata a-additionaj variables were collected when
t h e respondents were high school seniors. No

-

1

a

ht

Figure 2 A youth'sotutude toward farming is influenced by the
extent of his 11.1: responsibilities on the bony, farm Those who
continued to ta1-in had more lob responsibilities on the home t dim

than did those who lett farming

real difference existed between the two groups in
terms of socio-economic status, their perception
of their fathers' satisfaction- in farming as an

occupation, the extent of their enrollment in pro-
ductive .enterprises while Involved in FFA a nd
4-H, and the size of the home farm in crop acres.
The number of brothers in the family had no aP-'
preciable74ifference on an individual's establish-
ment in fagthing.

If ethOdS 1:10/ to Enter [ar/il!/It
Wisconsin farmers use'd several methods to begin
farming. Table 4 shows the status of the respon-
dents as they began to farm. All those with a
definite business arrangement, whwther wages,
partnership or r enter , are all s t i l l farming.
More family assistance was provicie,d to the group
presently farming thati to those no longer farming.
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TABLE 4

Methods Utilized to Make a Beginning in Farming
for Respondents Who Remained Farming and for
Those Who Left.

METHODS USED
..

IO BEGIN ,
FARAING '

PRESENTLY
v,FARMING

PRESENTIN
S1OT FARMING

n 1 .14c . -11 ',A'

Board and room

At home--indefinite
allowance

At homedelinite
allowanct7N

At home for wage

Away from home
for wage

Itartner,hip with
parent-,

Partnership with
other thanlparents

Renter operator
1

Owner operittor

No response

0

2

9

0

11

2

10

2.
,

0

5

3

..
24

0

:1

5

21'

5

,0

.

6

12

e ..
it

a-
U

0

0

L

Oc

0 .

0

D

26

5'2

-

0

d

0

0

0
.1.

22

TOtalr. 37
,

1 100 23 V
100

Capital ,*C////1///t/t/0//
Capital accumulation through earnings" and say-
fries is essential to begin and advance in farming.
high school seniors accumulated a relatively low
level of capital in terms of requiremefits for entry
into farming. Twenty-tWo percent of those pres-

.ently farming had assets over-$1, 100while only
four percent of the non-farming group had this
aniount,

t
4

. The most important sourc't of capital was from
wages earned on4he farm; off -fan wages were
second. All Other sources, such as wife's earn-
ings, gifts, and inheritance, played a very small
role in helping the respondt4s acquie capital.
The two groups were compared-on the amount of
capita I invested in the fac'tning business at-the
time of entry into faming. 4tattlylifference was
foupd.

Control'ol lapttal
The amountof capital investment under control of
the operator at time of entry is shown in Table 5.
Clearly, in the group prvsently farthing, more
individuals controlled larger capital investments.

I

TABI E 5

Amcunt of Capital Conteolled by the Operator at,t'n
Time of Entry into Farming for Respondent Who
Remained Farming and for Those Who 4 Ott.

INVESTMENT
UNDOR CONTROL

PRESENTLY
F'ARMINR
n r7(

PRESENTLY
NOT FiNgG

n Ac

Less than $1,000 4 ,l 1 4 18

$1,00912;999 , 2 ; 5 2 - 9

$3, 000-$40, 999 3 1 8 0 , 0.

$5, Q00-V6, 994 0 0 0 (1

i

$7,000:$86;999 0 ,0 1 4

$9,000-$10,999 1 1 4

$11,000-$15,999 . 3 8 1 4
,- t 4

$16,000- $20,000° Ok '0 3 13

-

More than $20, 00- 13 35 a 1 i 4 I

No respOnse 11 30 '10 I

44
.

, Totals :37 100 23 lOtt
, _.

'44



Tenure in Fainnng
Data reveal 'that thos e- presently farming have
farmed from two to eleven years. The mean was
9.9 years. Thirty-five percent farmed from four
to seven years; percent frOmieight to eleven

years, and 46 ,percent have been farming since
graduation from high school. Those presently

..farming, but not continuously from high 'school
-graduation, were involved in other pursuits such
as military service, college or other education.il
experiences. §ome worked in feed stores, feed
mills, factories, cooperatives and insurance.

11 enure on tip farm for those presently not farm-1Tenure
extended up to seven years with a mean of 3.6

years. Seventy-nine percent farmed up to three
years and 22 percept from four to seven years.
Some apparently st'Syed at home 'and helped their
parents ,until a .suitable job opportunity became
available. Those who left the farm are now em --

' toyed in bulk milk handling, the farm machinery
business, engine assembling and banking. Others
are. employed by county goyernment, feed mills,
Nkraehouses, electric companies, factories, hard-

,

ware stores, and 'paper corhpanies. A welder,
Mechanic, carpenter,- United Parcel (trivet- and
entomologisl complete the list.

.--

A

Elcul 0/ involvement
The degree of involvement or intensity in farming
is,founikja Table 6. .Pifty-Seven percent of those
presently harming worked full time' on the farm.
An addition6I 16percent worked less than 25 days
off the farm duricgthe year; 19 percent of the
farMing group wo ed over 100 days off the farm
and therefore re onsidered part -time farmers.

1nly 26 persent.of those presently not farming
devoted full-tir-e to the farminoperatitin during
their tenure on the farm. Thirty-tVne percent.of..
the non-farming group w,prked offtthe farni more
than 100 days and therefore were classified as
part-time farmers. Some used part-time farm -
Ina g.to gef established in farming, while other? .

rked off the .arm to prepare for a full time off
t farm position.

Extent of Involvement in Fatning Immediately Fol-
lowing High Sclipel Graduation in 1957 Until 1968
for Respondents 1V6o* Remained Farming and Vir

Those Who Left.

OFF -FARM
WORK

173W EV
FA ItMING

TIN

Th.

PRESENTLY
NOT
^ n

FIRMING
____

n %' /
None F 21- 57-

$
ti ( ,26

Less than 25 days 6 -16 . 0 I 0

25 - 49 days' 0 0, 0 0

../N.
50 - 74 cikV-? 0 "0 1 4. ,

75 - 100 days 1 3 0 I 0

.
Over 100 days 7 19 9 39

A

No response 5 31

!---,---k ,

Totals 37 100 ',23 100
. ,

I()

',se 0/ Cred;:t
credit sis a necessary tool in' modern farming.
Seventy-three percent.of those presently farming
borrowedmoney to finance the rming operation,
whereas only 26 percent of those not presently
faTm pg used 'credit. Reasons for borrowing are
listed in Table 7.

I
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TABLE 7

* Extent and Use of Borrowed Funds While Farming
For Respondents Who Remained Farming and For
Those Who Left,

a

PURPOSE FOR
BORROWING

PRESENTLY
FARMING

PRESENTLY
NOT 'FARMIN

n % %

4 . 15(

Feed (hay, silage,
small grain) 6 16 , 0 0

feed (orotein- .
.supplements, mill
feed, etc.) 6 16 0 0

Machinery and
equipment 2G 71 3 13

Purchase livestock 11 30 4 17.
V.

Taxes and operating
expense 8 22 1

Fertilizer 11 30 1

Real estate 14 38 3 13

/---- t

Buildings / 4 11 1 4

()I
Those presently farming borroLd money more
extensively for production purposes than those
who left the farm. Most (71 percent) used capital
to buy machinery and equipment. Thirty-eight
percent used borrowed funds for purchasing real
estate, 30 percent borrowed to buy fertilizer 'and
22 percent borrowed to pay taxes a.nd operating
expenses. LeAser amounts wefe used for feed
purchases and for buildings., ThOse who left the
farm borrowed less. money.

.--!

:

TABLE 8
.. I'

Attendance in ',fist High School F.dueatimed Pro-
grams by Respondents Who Remained Fa'rming and
by Those Who .Left.

r

.ri
EDUCATIONAL

PROGRAMS

PRESENTLY
FARMING

PRESENTLY
NOT FARMIN '

II 1 q n (-

Young farmer
elf sses 13 35

Adult farmer
clasSes 8 22 2

...Short course at .

U W -Aadison li . S 0 0. ..

College 1 3 ' 0 ..

Extension meetings 11 29 3 13

'L.
Special courses 5 16 2 ',

No response ' -- __ -__

.-.

...

t
1

A

.1

ti

Twen'ty-nine percent of those farthing and 13
percent of those not farming attended one to three

' extension meetings,. A closer look at participa-
tion in the extension meetings revealed that In
the farnring group five percent attended ten or

\ more meetings and anher five percent..tour to
six meetings, without any comparable attendance
of those no longer farming. When asked to rate
the degree of helpfulness of the extension pro-
grams; rig percent of those lat(Millg versus 13
percent of those not farming noted it as helpful.

.Thefexteqi of post-high school participation in
aneetings sponsor ed by Vocational Agriculture
Departments is shbwn in Table 9.

..

Participation in Continuing Eihic.tition
--Continuing education keeps farmers abrsast of
modern technological advancement. Recognizing
this, a summary was made of attendance in nufjor
ag-related post-high school cducalional pro-
grams (Table,8). Those presently farming were
more involved in continuing education in agricul-
ture.

4

II

...
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° Figure 3. eoutinuing educatiokeeps fumers.abrekst of Modem tedtflogi dvincement.
Involved in programs for post-high school agriculturaliduclitipn then were those who ft farming.

TABLE 'it

rticilAtIon'hy Educational Nigutings Sponsored by
ational Agriculture-Departments byRespondents

Remained Farming and by Those Who Left.

MEETLNG
ATTENDANCE
IN PAST YEAR

PRESENTLY
FARMING 'a

illitESENTLY-
NOT' FARMING

,.n \% n %

More than 10 6 16

7 := 10 ' 5 14 ? 13

4-61 3 2

1 - 3 2 si 0 0

None #20 54 13 56

No response 3 8 5 22

Totals 37 '100 23 100..
12

WINONGIe

Those who stayed in fanning were more

Slightly over half of botif groups did not ptrtici-
pate iethese meetings (some schools do not have
vo-ag depaiiments). Among participants, those
pre s en t 1 y farming had the greatest exposure.
Forty -nine percent found the meetings very help-
ful, but only 22 percent o f tho s e no t farming'
agreed.

Progress Made While Earmlqg\-
One question raised by the researchers concerned
the progress made by each kroup while farming.
Had those who terminated farmiig progressed as
much as hose who continued in farming? To an-
swer this question a number of variables were
studied. One dealt with the Licrease in the num-
ber of crop acres while farming. Table 10 shows
that' those who left the farm expandedarid acre-
age less than those who stayed.



TABLE 10

, .
Increa - of Crop Acres on Respondents' Farms
While Farming for Those Who Remained Farming
and for Thole Who Left.

CROP
ACRES '

PRESENTLY
FARMING

PRESENTLY
NOT FARMING

n Iffil n

No increase 11 30 6 26

0- 24 4 . 11 1 4

25- 49--- ' 1 4

50- 74 _ 5 13 0 0
...

75- 99 2 5 0 0

100-124 2 5 0 0

125-149 0 0
_

0 . 0

150-174 1 3 0 0

Over 175 4 1 1 4

No response 3 9 14 62

Totals 37 100 23 100

Other variables used to m sure progress while
farm ng were: (1) n s r of dairy cows; (2)
pour of butterfat per is ; (3) pounds of milk

`fir co (4) number of brood sows; (5) number of
pigged per litter; (6) corn and alfalfa acre-

and (7) yields per acre of hay and oats.
4se continuing tilzin showed more increases
hese areas than t e who left the farm. The

increases were -.sitcilar to those in crop acres
(Table 10).

involvement in Farm ganizations
Strong leadership is one need of aral America.
Participation in organizations vital.to the farmer
and holding officer positions ,in such organizations

reveals leadership development. Forty, percent
of those farming held membership in one or more
1 fir m organizatibns, While only nine percent of -

those not farming were members while farming.
None- of the not-farming group had served as an
officer compared t4 eight percent of those now
farming.

0

Approved Practices Followed
The respondents indi cated approved practices
used in.dahy,,crops and soils, swine, sheep, and
beef enterprises. The approved practices listed
in the questionnaire came from technical litera-
ture and were examined by University' specialists
in the respective fields. Table 11 Summarizes
the number/'and pe -entage of respondents using
approved practices.

TABLE 11

Use of Approved Practices on Respondents' Farms
for Those Who Remained Farming and for Those
Who Left.

APPROV
PRACTIC S

PRESENTLY
FARMING

(N.r37

PRESENTLY
NOT FARMING

(N1=23)._

% meann
.

% mean n

Dairy 30 81 21.3 1 48 16.1

Crops and soils 28 76 8:,6 10 43 7.9
I

Swine 11 30 14.9 5 22 12.0

Sheep 1 3 13.0 1 4,,, 1.1.0

Beef 4 11 5.5 0 0

13

0

J



.-
Dairy, crop's and soils, and swine Were most im-

fOr both groups. Considerably fewer of
those respondents who left the farm indicated that
they carried out approved practices, ancl_the mean
number of practices Checked was lower in' all five
areas.

Farming Status Achieved
Data were collected to determine farming Watus

'achieved while farming, ranging from begig-et
home with an irldefinite allowance to that of being
an boner (Table 12).

Sixty-three percent o f those presently farming
were owners, while 9nli 30 percent of those not
farming were owners when they left farming.
Only five percent of those presently farming were
in the "at home -- indefinite allowance" classifica-
tion, while 17 percent of those who terminated
farining were in that classification. It should be
noted that 22 percent of those presently not farm-,
ing had been farming while in school.

9

-

Alt 7--77

0

0,1_

p.

Figure 4. Approved practices are associated with farm success.
Those who continued to farm used approved practices more
extensively than did those drho left farming.
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TABLE 12

Farming ;status Achieved While Farming by Res-
pondents Who Remained Farming and by Those Who
Left.

FARMING
STATUS

PRESENTLY
FARMING

PRESENTLY
NOT FARMING

n I 96. , n
f

%

Owner,. 23 63 7 - 30
.__

Renter 6 1'6 2 9
,s

Away from hoine
for wage 0 0 1 4

At hoMe--indef -
iriite allowance 2 5- 4 17

At home--def-'
finite allowance.,

iPtirtnership

1 3

5

I 2

2

9

9
,._.,

Fatbisr-son oper -
ating agreement 2 5 C 0

- .
Work at home

for wage 1 3 0

.

a

Farmed while
in school 0 0 5 22

Totals 37 100 23 100
Is

Capital Investment and Income
Farming is a business enterprise. To become
established one must have sufficient capital, both
of one's own and under one's control, to operate
a farm large enough to produce an adequate in7
come. A comparison of the two groups showed
those presently farmingad more capital invest-
ed in fanning, more capital under their control,
greater increase in gross income while farming, -

higher. gross income in the last year of Oming,
and greater net worth.

4



FILMED FROM BEST AVAILABLE COPY

r
LS



I

FILMED FROM BEST AVAILABLE COPY 1

,

-


