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ABSTRACT . . .
. over 6,000 educators in the Merrimack Valley
responded to a questionnaire conducted in the fall of 1972 that one
of their prime needs for information is in the area of curriculum

. materials. The Massachusetts Association for Supervision and
. Curriculum Development, in association with Merrimack Education
‘Center, has recently prepared a response to this need by means of a
- microform- dissemination system modeled aiter the ERIC system. .

Throughout the educational. community, improved curricula are being
designed and developed. In order to utilize the invaluable
information that is being generated by this curriculum development
activity, a pilot committee was formed in the spring of 1973 to
develop an exchange of curricula among local school systems. A
literature search of information centers revealed that the resulting
exchange project is unique in providing educators with
teacher-prepared materials developed locally. .The major portion of
this document is the index, by subject, title, school system and
accession number, of available documents. .Annotations are given with
the subject index.. Also included are samples of publicity and
organizational materials. . (Author/DH) ‘
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Describes how a local curriculum exchange has-
) . been developed in cooperation with the Massachusetts
S Association for Supervision and Curriculum
e Development. Details.procedures for implementing
- the microform dissemination system. A literature -
search of information centers reveals that this
. exchange is unique in providing educators with
B teacher-prepared materials developed locally.
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IOCAL CURRICULUM EXCHANGE PROJECT

3

Over 6,000 educators in the Merrimack Valley responded
to a questionnaire conducted in the fall of 1972 that one of
their prime needs for information is in the area of curriculum
materials [see appendix A]. The Massachusetts Association for
Supervision and Curriculum Dévelopment, in association with
Merrimack Education Center, has recently prepared a response
to this need by'meéns of a microform dissemination system
modeled after the ERIC system.

Throughout the educational community, improved curricula
are being designed and developed. In order to utilize the
invaluable,informafion that is being ggnera@ed;%y;thisAL,.
curriculum development activity, a pilot Soqg?ttee was formed
in the spring of 1973 to develop an exchange of curricula among

local school systems.

Although efforts are underway to collect these
curricula and educational research materials at the national
level (ERIC Clearinghouses) and on a lesser scale (ASCD
and st#te curriculum files) it was felt that a local exchange
would facilitate input and utilization of-the data bank.
By means of a local exchange, the time for acceptance of

materials into the data bank and its preparation for
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retrieval ére greatly reduced. Another advantage is that

a school system can receive direct exchange benefits in the

form of curriculum type information by contributing materia.

to the bank. From the literature search conducted [see -
appendix F], it was found that infofmation systems at the

1 and that there is a

2

state and local levels are lacking

‘definite need for local comprehensive services.

The system. was begun on a modest level and is gradually
‘expanding its bank of informétion. Fifty.documents were
initially submitted to the exchange, indexed and microformed
[see appendix B]. These materials are now available on
microfiche from the Merrimack Education Centex. Plans to

add an additional twenty curricula during the summer are now

underway.

STEPS IN PREPARING CURRICULA FOR DISSEMINATION

1. Send out mailings announcing the exchange and letters
inviting educators to submit their locally developed materials
to the exchange[see appendix C].

2. Scan and review curricula as they are submitted. Each
document should be in camera-ready form, i.e. black print
preferably on white. An abstract should be included [see
appeniix D]. :

3. Assign an accession number to the document and log

it on a master sheet along with its title, school system,
and other pertinent information[see appendix E].
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4. Type the assigned number onto the abstract of the curri-
culum and make up - :itle strip card (title, number and school

system/author) which will become the heading on the micro-
fiche card. : :

5. On an index card, type the number, title, school system/
author, grade level and a brief description of the document.
This index card should then be filed under the appropriate
subject heading/descriptor.

6. The document is now ready to be microformed and in a
matter of days is available for dissemination on microfiche.

-7. Indexes are publishedwsemi-annﬁaliQ by subject, title; )

school system and number (for in-house use). The file
card catalogue mentioned above is already in' ordrr for the
subject index and these cards may be rearranged for the
preparation of the other indexes.

8. Separate files of the original hard-copy curricula and
their corresponding microfiche should be labeled and arranged
numerically to facilitate retrieval.

9. Orders are taken by phone or mail and are recorded on
file cards according to school system requesting the document.

These orders should be reviewed periodically for feedback
on high-interest areas.




APPENDIX A

Third Annual Needs Assessment
1972-73

Information Section
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Il Information Section °

To what extent are you ’ - To what extent do you

familiar with these —_— need ADDITIONAL ASSIST-

MEC products : ANCE in obtaining these

and/or services? . — products and/or services?

P37 - PRODUCTS AND SERVICES

1 2 3 4 5 6 Field agent visits 1 2 3 4 5 6

1 2 3 4 5 6 Microfiche viewers 1 2.3 4 5 6

1 2 3 4 5 6 Documents on microfiche 1 2 3 4 5 6

: 1 2 3 4 5 6 Documents in hard-copy 1 2 3 4 5 6

{ 1 2 3 4 5 6 ° Computer-generated searches 1 2 3 4 5 6

i 1 2 3 4 5 6 Bibliographies 1 2 3 4 5 6

1 2 3 4 5 6 RESEARCH INEDUCATION 1 2 3 4 5 6

catalogues -

: 1 2 3 4 5 6 Targeted Information Profile 1 2 3 4 5 6
i

: 1 2 3 4 5 6 Curriculum Guides ' 1 2 3 4 5 6
§

§ 1 2 3 4 5 6 Successtul Practices 1 2 3 4 5 6

1 2 3 4 5 6 ERIC Clearinghouse Products 1 2 3 4 5 6
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d APPENDIX B

Index to Curriculum Documents
Available

on
Microfiche
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SUBJECT INDEX

ADMINISTRATION

EVALUATION OF MERRIMACK EDUCATION CENTER'S PROJECT LEAGUE
Indiana University/Center for Administrative

Studies .

MEC 000 007
Evaluation of Title III Project on Individually
Guided Education in the Multiunit School; an
apgzoneh to elementary schooling that provides
a framework and process for individualizing
instruction. C

. . R U
INTRODUCTION OF THE IGE/MUS MODEL IN SELECTED ELEMENTARY
SCHOOLS AND THE EFFECTS ON ORGANIZATIONAL OUTPUT
Merrimack Education Center
MEC 000 049

Study to measure the effects of IGE/NUS on the
results or outputs in terms of openness of the
school program; . control group. of instructional
ltagf and students from non-IGE schools was
v-ed,

LOCAL RESOURCE GUIDE TO THE OPEN CONCEPT HIGH SCHOOL
Prepared for Merrimack Education Center

by Karla Baehr
. MEC 000 034

=~cactical resource guide to open concept

- . education at secondary level; includes
bibliographies of book titles and ERIC documents
and a guide to resource pecple.

NEEDS ASSESEMENT: A FIRST STEP
Merrimack FAducaticn Center
MEC 000 045
Focus on needs assessment as a procedure
intimately connected with planning processes
and systems renewal; description of needs
assessment process and steps used in designing
a computer search through ERIC are included
along with a listing of documents obtained
from the search.

OPEN CAMPUS PLAN
Swaxpscott Public Schools
: MEC 000 016

Mini-course and seminar component of p:ogtw
encourage teachers, students and adults in .
the community to offer to teach courses
determined by mutual interest of each group;
describes behavioral objectives and evaluation
techniques for such a program; senior high level.

1




ADMINISTRATION {conmi.)

PRACTICES FOR REPORTING PUPIL PROGRESS
Merrimack Education Center

NEC 000 048
Review of existing practices in schools ‘
implementing IGE; sample repurt cards included.

REPORTING PUPIL GROWTH .
- Framingham Public Schools
MEC 000 013

y Conference. and progress report form developed
for ‘the mou of discussing with the parent
the tea 8 assessment of the student's growth
and progress. BN

SEMINAR ON BOARDSMANSHIP
Merrimack Education Center
MEC 000 001

Designed to acquaint school board members with
the -best current theory and practice concerning
the role and cperation of boards of education.

A SYSTENS APPROACH 10 THE DMLOPM OF PUPIL
PERSONNEL SERVICES .
Bedford Public Schools
NEC 000 038

An operating manual introducing a systems
approach to special services; includes '
description of a model for maximum utilisation
of special services in the form of the isarning
Resource Center Concept.

COLLEGES

THE PEOPLES COLLEGES - THE STATE COLLEGES OF
MASSACHUSETTS

Massachusetts Advisory Council on Education

MEC 000 003
Study of the eleven Massachusetts State Colleges
conducted in Spring, 1970; report prepared
for the Massachusetts Advisory Council on
Education.

ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS

CREATIVE WRITING
Beverly Public Schools
MEC 000 023

Half-year elective course to inprove cbservation
ability, vividness and precision of expression,

:gigng sequence and characterization; grades




ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS (cont;|

GIVE ME AN IDEA - A LANGUAGE HANDBOOK FOR TEACHERS
Lynnfield Public Schools ‘
Volume I/Grades 1-3 MEC 000 020
Volume II/Grades 4-6 MEC 000 021
Designed to encourage creativity; a sourcebook
for teachers which provides opportunities for
. children to appreciate poetry, do elaborative
¢ thinking through brainstorming ta understand
- generic and specific words, sentence patterns,
1 sentence expression, sentence order and to
ultimately transfer these skills to their own
creative writing. ~

HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH CURRICULUM
: © [ _.Frankiin Public Schools

~

: _ MEC 000 043
Lists objectives for ninth grade students in

college and business sections and one for those

in technical sectionsjgrade ten consists of

two gemesters:’ “Communication and Critical

Thinking® and *The Tragic Drama“; suggested

reading for both.grades provided; an extensive
electives program is given' for juniors and seniors.

- LANGUAGE ARTS CURRICULUM GUIDE
, North Andover Public Schools —
, - - MEC 000 036
Based on the American Book Co.series, Our .
. Language Today 1971, and correlated with the
?a:ag reading program J.B. Lippincott; grades

= * POTPOURRI: A KALEIDOSCOPE OF CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES
: Framingham Public Schools

: . 4 MEC 000 012
Over 200 ideas to initiate jintexest in creative
writing:; encompasses areas of listening, speaking,-
writing, grammar, vocabulary development, creative
dramatics. and social studiés; grades X-6.

READING

Franklin Public Schools
MEC 000 044

Lists reading skills to be learned and reading
materials for each grade level; sample reading
progress report forms included; also contains
ideas for creative book reports.
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ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS leont,

WORKING DRAPT: SKILL CHECK LISTS FOR ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL MATHEMATICS AND LANGUAGE ARTS

Merrimack Education Center

MEC 000 004
List of skills for possible checklists in math
and language arts compiled by a committee of
te;ghera from the IGE schools in the Merrimack
Valley. . ’

FOREIGN LANGUAGE

FRENCH: FOR THE SEVENTIES

Worcester Public Schools
~ : MEC 000. 025

French mini-courses made up of 10 week units;

units are French for the Traveler, French Voices

of the Black World, the Culture of Prench Canada,

Current Events; designed for fourth year French

students. -

HEALTH, SEX AND FAMILY LIFE/ RHYSICAL EDUCATION

CURRICULUM GUIDE - HEALTH AND SAFETY:

EDUCATION

Worcester Public Schools

' ' MEC 000 026
Covers 5 basic areas: Growth and Development,
Nutrition, Health Living, Health Resources and
First Aid and Safety; grades KX-3

Grades 4-6 MEC 000 027

FOR LIVING

Swampscott Public Schools

. MEC 000 017
vesigned to provide atmosphere in which students
may develop the .ability to make sound and
responsible decisions based upon their personal
code of jethics; learning kits are integrated

into regular curriculum at elementary level;

are issye-oriented and have seminar format in high
schools; five units of study include decision-
making, drugs, responsibility, self-concept and
sexuality; grades K-12

¢

HEALTH EDUCATION - GRADE 1

Franklin Public Schools

MEC 000 042
Fifteen units of health education covering a
thirty week period; taught by the staff of
. school nurses with the assistance of the class-
room teacher, ‘
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HEALTH, SEX AND FAMILY LIFE({cont.)

HEALTH EDUCATIO'! - GRADES K-8 - CURRICULUM AND
RESOURCE GUIDE

1

MEC 000 035
Instructional areas detailed in “he guide are:

personal health, nutrition and growth, safety and
first aid, mental and emotional health, community
health, sociological health programs, alcohol,
drugs and narcotics, smoking.

North Andover Public Schools

IMPROVING ELEMENTARY. SCHOOL SAFETY:SAFETY EDUCATION
CURRICULUM GUIDELINES-K-3 and 4-5

Framingham Public Schools

' MEC 000 015
Aims to teach safety in interesting and
creative ways involving all subject matter
areas; covers traffic*safety, school safety,

home safety, fire safety and outdoor safety.
PQ;HARY HEALTH CURRICULUM

Beverly Public schools

] MEC 000 024
Guide for all health related activities in any
agpect of the regular school curriculum; sctivities
fall under the following four major categories:
physical health, mental and social. heal ¢ consumer
and environmental health and safe living;
grades 1-3. )

INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES

ELECTIVE HUMANITIES COURSE, "THE IDEA OF MAN"

Beverly Public Schools

7 ' MEC 000 022
One year elective course with an interdisciplinary
approach; fourthemes relating to man's humaneness:
Man and Society, Man, the  Believer, Man's. Search
for Identity, Man and the Future; grades 11-12.

- A SURVEY AND CORRELATION OF JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL SCIENCE
AND MATH FOR INTERDISCIPLINARY LEARNING

Needham Public Schools

MEC 000 030
Practical guide and catalogue of materials;

direct result of expressed need by science
staff for articulation, correlation ang

coordination with the math depaitment; junior high/
middle school level. .




‘INTERDISCIPLINARY srqptgs'ccdnt.l

- BUT I THOUGHT THIS WAS SUPPOSED TO RE MATH!
Needham Public Schools
, MEC 000 029
Interdisciplinary technique for an eighth grade
teaching and learning team representing four
subject areas: English, math, science ‘and gocial
' studies.

KINDERGARTEN/PRESCHOOL

THE KINDERGARTEN CLINIC
Merrimack Education Center

: -MEC 000 002
Suggestions for-a kindergarten lab to identify
\ .physical, social, emotional'and mental develop-
- ment factors that may tend to block or impede
school progress.

o KINDERGARTEN CURRICULUM GUIDE ‘ .

¥ Alexandria City Public Schools .

‘ : _ MEC 000 047

' Guidebook fo serve. as. a reference in development
programs within the prescliool classroom; curriculum
areas include.art, health, math, language arts,
music, physical education, safety, science and

social studies; 1lists of activities provided.

KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM
Andover Public Schools
MEC 000 006

Program for teachers describing various philoso-

--phies "and approaches to teaching the four and
five year old; contains list of equipment for
implementation; suggestions for subject matter
conterit and scheduling.

NATHEMATICS

INTRODUCTORY BASIC COMPUTER PROGRAMMING
. Andover Public Schools

, - MEC 000 028
For use on computer terminals connected to SETS
. (systems for Educational Time Sharing); learning

of computer language At elementary and morse

advanced level: junior/senior high levels,

MATHEMATICS CURRICULUM GUIDE AND GAMES AND ACTIVITIES BOOK
Framingham Public Schools B .
' MEC 000 014

3 -~ Guide consists of performance objectives in 8
areas: sets-numbers-numerals, numeration, operation
and properties, math sentences, measurement,
geometry, functions and graphs, probability and

% itatiaticn: Games and Activities Book provides

: : 6
£

nteresting drill and strategies activities; grades K-8.
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MATHEMATICS (cont. ]

- MATHEMATICS PROGRAM LEARNING -OBJECTIVES
Hamilton Public Schools )
MEC 000 041

"New Math" curriculum guides.listing .learning
objectives in behavioral terms for mathematics
at each grade level; grades 1-8.

A SURVEY AND CORRELATION OF JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL SCIENCE

AND MATH. FOR INTERDISCIPLINARY LEARNING

Needham Public Schools

. MEC- 000 030
Practical guide and catalogue of materials;
direct result of expressed.need by science staff
for articulation, correlation and coordination
with the math department; junior high/ middle
school level.

WORKING DRAFT: SKILL CHECK LISTS 'FOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
MATHEMAEICS AND- LANGUAGE - ARTS
" Merrimack Education Center
MEC 000 004
List of skills for possible checklists in math
and language arts compiled by a committee of
soggharl from the IGE schools in the Merrimack
a ey.

'“SCTENCE'

dr',.}uw

BASIC FOR PHYSICAL SCIENCE
Framingham Public Schools
: MEC 000 011
Manual providing introduction t©O computer , .
programming by means of BASIC, a simple language
consisting of few rules of grammar and a o
vocabulary of fewer than 20 words; senior high level. - Co

ECOLOGY CURRICULUM FOR.THE ELEMENTARY GRADES
Badford Public Schools
MEC 000 037

Activity-centered dealing with the land, water,
air, ecology games and interrelationships with
other subject areas; K-6.

e+t ELEMENTARY SCHOOL OUTDOOR EDUCATION PROGRAM

Lynnfield Public Schools

MEC 000 019 .
Five day camp program at Otter Lake Consexvation
School, Greenfield, N.H.; designed to provide a _
limitless study situation as a rich supplement
to a school's natural and social science programs;
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SCIENCE(cont. )

major areas of stuly are ncience, geography,
geology,natural history and conservation;
grades 5 gnd 5.

ELEMENTARY SCIENCE CURPICQI;IJ_!»! GUIDS
Needham Public Schools

Crades 3&4 MEC 000 031
Crades 5&6 MEC 000 032
Compllation of sciznce concepts and activities
‘drawn from numerous NSF projecte and other _
commercially availsble materials; intended use
of guide to offer the teacher a wide range of
experiences and activities in life, physical
and space sciences and ecology.
A SURVEY AND CORRELATION OF JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL
SCIENCE AND MATH FOR INTERDISCI{PLINARY LEARNING
Needham Public Scihonls '
, ) . A MEC 000 030
Practical guide and catalogue of materials;
direct regult of expressed need by science
staff for articulation, correlation and
coordination with the math department; junioxr
high/middle school level. -

SOCIAL STUDIES

THE COMMUNITY OF HAMILTON: A STUDY (Grade 4)
Hamilton Public Schools
MEC.000 039
Can serve as a model for the study of local
communities; covers map skills, interviewing
and surveying teciniques, sociological analyses,

field trips, newspapers and town reports and local
publications.

CORE CURRICULUM FOR NINTH GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES
Framingham Public Schools
MEC 000 009
Emphasis on cultural, social, and interdisciplinary
aspects; units include "Nature of Man;, "Man and
Politics","Nature of Non-western Man" and
"Contemporary Man®,

LIFE IN COLONIAL TIMES
Lynnfield Public Schools
MEC 000 018

Colonial Module designed to give children an

_ actual feeling of life during colonial times;
themes are shelter, food and clothing and emphasis
is placed on people and how they lived in Colonial
New England; elementary level.

8




SOCTAL STUDIES (cont.]

SOCIAL STUDIES, GRADES 7 AND ‘8
Hami lton-Wenham Public Sckoola

. . MEC 0CQ 040
Grade 7 deals with the discipline of geography
as applied to the study of developing nations;
grade 8 treats American history using an inquiry

e approach. '

SOCIAL STUDIES - MIDDLE SCHOOL
. Framingham Public Schools
MEC 00
Emphasis orn-cultural, regional, geographical
approach; introductory unit on basic skills in.
geography; includes sample units from each area
of study - Asia, The Middle East and Africa.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

CURRICULUM FOR SPEECH AND HEARING THERAPY
Andover Public Schools

, \ MEC 000 008
Ear training, auditory stimulation, progressive
approximation, phonetic placement, speechreading
(analytic and synthetic) teaching methods used;
includes definitions, diagnostic procedures; .
therapy outlines and materials and equipment used;-
grades K-12. -

LEARNING DISABILITIES:A HANDBOOK FOR TEACHERS
Jefferson County Schools/Louisville, Ky. i
' MEC 000 046
Describes various learning problems involving
e sensory modalities; activities and exercises

T 1n91udod.

T,

s . )
SUMMER 'REGIONAL PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN WITH LEARNING
DISABILITIES ’ -

Merrimack Education Center

EA RS
SR

MEC 000 005
Compilation of approximately 200 activities

for use by classroom teachers in programming

instruction for the "perceptually-handicapped"
child¢
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TRAINING PROGRAM FOR INSTRUCTIONAL ASSISTANTS:
A GUIDEBOOK FOR TEACHERS
' Merrimack Education Center (Title III ~ ESEA)
. .. MEC 000 033

Guidebook serves as a practical publication
and comprehensive resource aid in highlighting -
specific implications for trainers of instructional
assistants. .
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CURRECULUM PROJECT COMMITTEE

Jamas .Arsenault

Director of Elemsntary Education
c/0 Great Oaks School

Danvers, Ma. 01923

774-2533

Baker
Director of Curriculum
Hamiltoa=-¥Nenham Schools
975 Bay Noad ;,
Ramilton, Ma. 01936
468-4464

Gilbert Bvlley
Director of Curriculum
529 Main Street

field, Ma. 01940
3344305

louise Butler

Elemsntary Rducation Dept.
westfield Stats College
westfield, Ma. 01008
568-3311

Joger Charetts :
Chairman, English Dept.- -.-—- -
'untu!u Regional School
sturby o MR, 01566

347-9301

Calvin Cleveland

Asst. Supt, of Schools
1330 Righland Avenue
mdh_uo Nas 0217
444-4100 :

Ado Comxito

Asst. Supt., Elementary
1557 Mass. Ave.
Lexin ¢ Ma. 02173
862-7500

Robert Cresto

Asst. Supt. of Schools
oak Street’

yranklin, Ma. 02038
528-0590

Geoxrge Croas, Principal
North Adams State « 8chool
Morth Adams, Ma. 01247
663-6581

Anthony Damplo

Asst, Supt. of Schools.
Curriculdm & Instruction
13 East Central

Matick, Ma. 01760
653-0550

B. William Geick
Elemsntaxy Supervisor
230 South Street
Hyannis, Ma. 02601
771-2211

Daniel Gibbs

Director of Elementary Education.

Bingham Public Schools
Bingham, Ma. 02043
749-2180

Walter Gleason

Asst. Supt,, Curriculum
15 RBigh Street
Winchester, Ma. 01890
729-8850

Joseph Keefe

Acting Supt. of Scheols
20 Irving
Woxrocester, Mx, 01609
798-2521

George Xing

Assoc. Supt. of Schools
49 laxington Strest
Framingham, Ma. 01701
872-3248

Richard Lavin, Exec. Director
Mexrrmimack Education Cesnter
101 Mill Boad

Chelmsford, Ma. 01824
256-3985
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David Martin
Curriculum Coordinator
Colon Street

Beverly, Ma. 01915
922-0316

Elizabeth Murray ’
Language Arts Coordinator

31 Princeton Street

No. Chelmsford, Ma. 01863
251-4961
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Natalie Norton
Massachusetts State
Dept. of Education
182 Tremont Street
Boston, Ma. 02111
727-5750

J. Casey Olds

Asst. Director
Educational Services )
Mass. Teachers Association
20 Ashburton Place

Boston, Ma.

742-7950

Chris Patrinos -
Superintendent of Schools
24 Redington Street
Swampscott, Ma. 01907
592-2067

Robert Watson

Bureau of Curriculum Services
Mass. St. Dept. of Education
182 Tremont Street

Boston, Ma. 02111

727-5750

*#* Co=-Chairmen
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APPENDIX C

Curriculum Exchange
Announcement/Invitational Letter
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merrimack education centex.

Dean Supenintendent,

May 24, 1973

Over 6,000 educatorns necently nesponded to a questionnainre
indicating that one of thein prime needs 3ot 4Linformation was

in the area of curniculum materials.

In cooperation with

the Massachusetts Association fon School Curniculum Development,

MEC has prepated a nesponse to this need.

-

Enclosed you will find matenials descnibing the HASCD Exchanae

0f Curniculum Materials.

As you can see from zie IndeX, Zhis

exchange nefwoxk L& developing into a valuable *esource bank

of matenials available to participants.

Joun system can take advantage of this cxtensive nesoutrce
development at this crucial time when sSummer curticulum studies
are about to begin. The next step, after you have perused the
index, 48 fon pensons at the Local community Level to select
Local cunniculum matenials to be submitted to the centrnal bank.
Each cunniculum submitted should be accompanied with an abstract
Upon entering your cutndiculum into the
network exchange, you will nreceive a §ree microfiche curriculum
guide of yourn chodice, from the ASCD Index.

desenibing the materials.

1§ we can be of assistance to you in youn search forn information
on currnicula materials, plLease do not hesitate to caldl.

Sincexely, )
' /
o,/ 4

N a&t//é%, ,4;&4_7

Jean E. Sandens
Dinecton
Indormation Senvices

JES/kba

Richard 4. bavin Konnoth R. Solfort Richard £, Dosjonials
Exscutive Dirscior Andover Littleton

Loslie C. Bornal Froderick Riol Wiliom R. Hollond
Asseciate Directer Bitlerica Lunenburg

Soont. Sanders ThomosLRtiverd  Poul Zdenowics

Director Chelmsford Maethyen

Frands 5. Pllochi Mavrice Smith Themes Laflonatis Ueyd
Director tawrence — . Nashobo Volley Tech. Westford

Poter Garololl
North Andover
Robort $. Wells

John W. Wynn
Tewksbury

101 MiLL ROAD
CHELMSFORD ,MASSACHUSETTS 01824
(617) 256-3985 256-3986
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APPENDIX F

Search of the Relevant Literature




SEARCH OF THE RELEVANT LITERATURE
Two literature searches, using the on-line computer
gservice of the LEASCO ERIC Facility and System Development

Cozp./Orbit II, and a manual secarch of the Research in

Education indexes were performed using the following de-
scriptors: information centers, information n¢eds, instruc-
tional materials, clearinghouses, information networks, in-
formation systems, ir .mation services, information digsemi-
nation, curriulum,classroom materials, indexing and cataloguing.
Only a very few studies were retrieved on developing cur-
riculum files and no information was found on a simplified
local curriculum file using microfiche as a means of dis-
semination as igs described in this report.

Although the literature study revealed a lack of in-
formation agencies supplying teachers with curricula and/
or instructional materials, certain organizations are at-
tempting to meet this need. The Far West Lab for Educational
Research and Levelopment has developed an information unit
of Early Childhood Education Prograhs. 3 This Unit contains
a review of trends in early childhood education, a film-
strip describing significant trends, abstracts of five
programs in operation and detailed reports of seven other

early childhood programs. Another product of the Far West




Lab is the ALERT Sourcebook which contains numerous de-
scriptions of elementary curricula programs and projects.

The Special Education Instructional Materials Center
(SEIMC) Network serve: as a central depository of curri-
culum materials for handicapped children. These materials
- are largely commercially prepared and a major criticism
of SEIMC in terms of meeting their statec objectives is
that there has been relatively little dissemination of
information on teacher-developed materials.

The School Research Information Service (SRIS) of Phi
Delta Kappa, International, collects reports dealing with
educational research and innovative practices in elementary
and secondary education. 3 SRIS answers specific questions
of educators by mail delivery of relevant reports in micro-
fiche and hard-copy and a list of pertinent documents a-
vailable through ERIC.

The Technical Applications Project is most relevant
to our literature study on curriculum files. TAP is an
instructional system clearinghouse developed to provide
access to learning materials that a:.. ‘rging across the
country. 6 Information, purchasing, marketing, brokerage

and consultant services are provided by the Clearinghouse.
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SUMMARY

The MASCD Curriclum Exchange is unique in that it

consists primarily of teacher-made materials developed

locally. Submission of a curriculum to the exchange effects

direct benefits in the form of other locally developed

materials. Finally, the microform system allows for low-

cost dissemination and prompt delivery.
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