
DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 078 750 HE 004 302

AUTHOR Graziano, A. F.
TITLE [Dropout Survey at the University of Illinois-Urbana

Champaign.]
INSTITUTION Illinois Univ., Champaign.
PUB DATE 71
NOTE 13p.

EDRS PRICE MF-$0.65 HC-$3.29
DESCRIPTORS *College Students; *Dropout Characteristics; *Dropout

Identification; Dropout Research; Financial Support;
*Higher Education; Questionnaires; School Surveys;
Student Attitudes; *Student Costs; Tuition;
Universities

IDENTIFIERS *University of Illinois; Urbana

ABSTRACT
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This Fall institutions of higher education have experienced unprecedented
decreases in attendance. We are seeking some insight into why this phenomenon
has occurred. As one who had previously indicated an intention to enroll at
Urbana-Champaign, would you please give us your reasons for not doing so by
completing and returning the attached questionnaire. It is very easy to com-

plete, most questions requiring you only to circle one number- to answer them.
After you fill it out, refold the questionnaire and staple or tape it so that
the Survey Research Laboratory address shows. Postage is prepaid. We would
like to receive your response by October 15, if possible, so that it can be
included in our analysis.

Please be assured that your reply will be treated in strict confidence
(the questionnaire number on the form is only for sample control); results
will be issued only as aggregate tabulations. Your assistance in this study
will be invaluable in improving the planning for higher education. If you

would like to receive a copy of the results of this survey, we'll pay the
postage if you will enclose a self-addressed envelope.

Thank you.

Charles E. Warwick, Director
Office of Admissions and Records



la. Aie you now enrolled in another school?

b. Name of the school

Ques. No.

Study No. 110

Yes 1

No (Skip to Q.2). . 2

c. Is this a (Circle one number) Junior college 1

Public 4-yr. college or univ. 2

Private 4-yr. college or univ 3

Other (Specify) 4

d. What were your reasons for going elsewhere?

1

5'7

el 9

919

10,11199

12)13199

(Skip to Question 7.)

2. To what degree, if any, did each of the following possible factors affect your
decision not to enroll at Urbana-Champaign this semester? (Circle one number
in each row.)

a. The unavailability of financial aid
(teacher ed. or county scholarships, Ill.

Greatly Moderately Slightly Not at all

State Scholarship Commission grants, etc.)

b. My parents are unable to contribute
toward the cost of my education this year.

c. My personal financial situation changed for
the worse (shortage of summer jobs, etc.).

d. (If male) It seems likely that I'll be
drafted this year

e. The employment prospects for the field

. 1

. 1

. 1

1

2

2

2

2

3

3

3

3

4

4

4

4

1419

1519

1619

1719

I had chosen are currently poor

f. I just wanted to do something other than
go to college

1

1

2

2

3

3

4

4

1819

1919

(Those who attended previously answer g & h.
All others skip to Q.3)

g. I was displeased with my own academic
performance

h. I was disappointed with my experience at

1 2 3 4 2019

Urbana-Champaign 1 2 3 4 2119

(1) (If you were disappointed)
What didn't you like?

(Continue to Q.3.)

22,23199

24)25199
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3a. Are there any other factors that played a role in your decision not to enroll
at Urbana-Champaign for the Fall 1971 semester?

b. What were they?

Yes 1

No (Skip to Q.4). . 2

2619

27,28199

29130199

4. What was your single most important reason for not attending school this Fall?

31,32199

5a. Do you plan to reapply for admission
some future date?

I? Will you be reapplying at

to college in the Spring semester or at

Yes 1

No (Skip to Q.6) 2

Undecided (Skip to 9.6). 8

Urbana-Champaign or enrolling elsewhere?

Urbana-Champaign 1

Elsewhere 2

Undecided 8

c. When you return to college, do you plan to change your major field?

Yes 1

No 2

Undecided 8

. 3319

3419

3519

6. Please indicate briefly what you will be doing during the next few months.

36,37199

7. Please give us the following classifying information:

a. Sex Male

b. What class would you be in had you

c. What was your intended major at

Humanities 4
Communications. . 01

Arts 4 Architecture 02

Biological Sciences 03

Agriculture
Sciences 04

Health Professions 05

Mathematical
Sciences 06

Female 2

currently enrolled?

Freshman 1

Sophomore 2

Junior 3

Senior 4

Urbana-Champaign?

THANK YOU.

Physical Sciences. 07

Engineering 08

Social Sciences. . 09

Applied Social Sciences
and Professions. . . . 10

General Curriculum . . 11

Other

(Specify) 12

3819

3919

40,41199

4219

43-791

8011

Please fold your questionnaire with the Survey Research Laboratory address showing,
staple or tape, and put in the mail as soon as possible. Thank you for your cooperation.



ld. What were your reasons for going elsewhere?

00. Not applicable (Col. 8, is 2)

01. Financial (Cheaper)
02. Married and moved
03. Personal reasons
04. Better atmosphere
05. Smaller
06. Better curriculum (or no similar curriculum at U of I)
07. Closer to home (can live at home)
08. First Choice
09. Scholarship-Financial yid there (or none at UI)
10. Changed major, wasn't accepted in field-was at other place
11. Easier school
12. Fewer curriculum reauirements (e.g. Language recuirements)
13. Didn't like U.I. housing
14. Better school--good reputation
15. Moved
16. Parents /Brother /Sister went there
17. U.1 accepted too late (other problems wi:th entrance)
18. Not satisfied kith U.I.teachers/counseling/ system, etc.
19. Dropped from University- poor grades at U.I/ on probation
20. To continue Medical curriculum

66. Other
77. No second mention
88. Don't know
99. No answer



2h (i) .(If you were disappointed) What didn't you like?

01. Was bored with courses/ school
02. Didn't like dorm living, living conditions
03. University system no financial aid, impersonal,

not: accepted in major etc., wouldn't let continue
04. Didn't like quality of instructors (Teaching Assistants)
05. Didn't like competition/grades (Pressure)
06 Too expensive to live
07. Irrelevant (to social problems /real world)
08. Classes too large
09. Social environment
10. Poor intellectual environment
11. Too many requirements outside field of interest.
12. Didn' t like major
13. Not enough electives
14. Poor co nselling

66. Other (Personal)

77. No second mention
88. Don't know
99. No answer



3b. What were the factors that played a role in your decision
not to enroll at Urbana-Chinpaign for the Fall 1971 semester?

01. No goal or purposein continuing

02. Wanted practical/realistic experiences

03. Wanted to travel

04. Problem of transferring credits/admission problems

05. Personal (Health)

06. Offered a job ..

07. Married

08. College doesn't seem to help get a job (in my field)

09. Moved

10. Wanted to go to another school

11. Couldn't transfer major

12. On)y a few hoursleft to get degree/wasn't worth a
semester.

13. Too many requirements

14. Higher cost at .I and in Champaign-Urbana

15. Didn't like dorm/housing requirements

16. Dissatisfied with educational system

17. Poor grades--dropped from University

.__

66. Other

77. No second mention

88. Don't know

99. No answer



4. What was your single most important reason fol: riot attending
school this Fall?

01. Financial

02. Married

03. Wanted to do something other than go to college

04. Lost scholarship/financial aid

05. Personal (Health, etc.)

06. Academic problems

07. Draft

08. Not accepted into curriculum

09. Problems with credit transfer, scheduling, major

10. Got a job

11. Other school- applied too late, not accepted to other
school.

12. Not sure of goals or what I want to do

13. Employment prospects poor

14. Dissatisfied with educational system

15. Dropped from University

16. Few courses left-will take by correspondence

66. Other



6. Please-indicate briefly what you will be doing during
the next few months.

01. Working

02. Housewife

03. Working and school part-time

04. "Nothing"

05. Traveling

06. In Army

07. Recovering from accident/illness

08. Housewife and school part-time

09. Looking for a job

99. No answer



campus report
FROM THE OFFICE OF THE CHANCEUPR

Dropout Survey Shows
Financial Rcasons Kcpt
Studcnts From Enrolling

Enrollment of undergraduates at thbana-
Champaign dropped this fall to 23,105 from
24,558 a year' ago. The final figure- arc w.11
below the 24,100 new freshmen and re-
turning undergraduates that had ban cx-
patcd for the fall of 1971.

Why? To get at thc answer, the Office of
the Chancellor sent questionnaires to more
than 2000 who had indicatcd thcir intention
to enroll but did not. Thee includc:

Prospective freslunea who had paid
about $85 in non-rchinclablc fccs (161 rc-
plics, 261 no rcplics).

Prospativc freshmen approved for ad-
mission who did not pay (263 rcplics, 306
no rcplics).

Upperclassmen who dropped out with
good academic standing (453 rcplics, 226
no rcplics).

Upperclassmen dropouts who were on
academic probation (127 replies, 282 no
rcplics).

The main thing we discovered is that
those who arc not here are cnrollcd in other
schools or are working, and most gave finan-
cial reasons for thcir decision.

Of the freshmen who had paid and did
not come to Urbana-Champaign, 92 percent
wcrc found now cnrollcd clsewherc, and of
those who had not paid, 95 perccnt.

Of the 92 perccnt who had paid fees hcrc
but went elsewhere, 43 perccnt gave as their
first or second reason, "It was cheaper," or
"I got a scholarship." Another 10 perccnt
said they chose a school closer to home
which might also be a financial reason if
thc student is living at home. Twenty -nine
percent said :Ley changed their minds to go
to a smaller school.

Of the 95 perccnt of admissible freshmen
who did not pay fees here and went else-
where, nearly half mentioned financial rea-
sons and more than half said they chose a
smaller school.

Somc who had been acccptcd.as freshmen
but didn't come said they applied to Illinois
as a second choice and had beenjacccptcd
at their first choke school.

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

Upperclassmen in good standing who
transferred to other schools instead of re-
turning to this campus had various reasons,
but only 6 percent gave dissatisfaction with
the University as a reason.

Sixty perccnt are enrolled in public four
year colleges and universities, many of them
at the Chicago Circh or Medical Center
campuses.

For those students who dropped out and
who arc not enrolled elsewhere, the chief
factor was a change in the personal finan-
cial situation such as lack of summer jobs
and decrease in personal savings. To a lesser
extent the parent's inability to contrlbutc
and the inavailability of scholarships and
financial aid entered into the picture, but
only 25 percent gave tnis as a reason.

Of thc 40 perccnt not now cnrollcd in
any college or university, nearly half said
thcy just wanted to do something other than
go to school, but well over half expect to
reapply for admission to the University of
Illinois later and do not plan to change
their major licit' of study.

Significantly, none indicated that poor
employment prospects in their chosen field
was the single most important reason for
not coining back to school. Only 13 perccnt
of the males who could have conic back in
good standing and who are not now cnrollcd
in any school said they stayed out because
they expect to be drafted.

Of the non - returning students who were
on academic probation, 47 percent are cn-
rollcd clscwhcrc, most of them in junior
colleges. The majority who arc not now
attending any school said they plan to re-
apply for admission at UrbanaChampaign
in the future.

Some of the dropouts on probation who
are not cnrollcd in any school said they
were disappointed with their experience in
the University, and 47 percent gave poor
grades as their reason for dropping out.
They said they were generally dissatisfied,
bored, or didn't like teaching assistants.
Some said they wcrc not sure of their goals,
and the majority are working or looking
for a job. Twenty percent said the draft
affected their decision not to re-enroll.
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Proccdurcs and Guidelines
Established by Prcsidcnt
For Nourcappointmcnt Rcvicw

Procedures and guidelines have ban es-
tablished for review and clispositim of re-
qucsts for hearings received from certain
:umbers of the academic staff to whom
notices of nonrcappointment were issued
prior to September 1, 1971.

President John E. Corbally Jr. was au-
thorized by the Board of Trustees October
20 to develop and establish procedures and
guidelines "in order to provide a formally
sanctioned basis for dealing with these
requests."

This action came after a U.S. Court of
Appalls decision which suggested that in
a terminal notice situation, -affording the
professor a glimpse at the reasons and a
minimal opportunity to test them is an
appropriate protection."

As a result, parsons receiving terminal
notices were advised that they might re-
quest a review of notices of nonrcappoint-
ment. Cert:%in members of the academic
staff exercised that option.

The procedures established arc:
(1) The President delegates to the Chan-

cellor of the appropriate campus the desig-
nation of an individual or ;nclivicluals to
review circumstances and procedures which
resulted in the notice of nonrcappointment.

For the Urbana-Champaign campus,
Chancellor J. W. Pchason has appointed
each of the academic cleans and Via Chan-
ccllor for Academic Affairs Morton W.
Weir as the reviewers.

(2) The designated reviewer shall obtain
from the appropriate University officer
through the appropriate academic vice
.li.,ncellor a written report of the cvalua-
tivc processcs employed in each case and
the reasons for the recommendation for
nonrcappointment. The report shall iden-
tify the extent of involvement of the recipi-
cnt in the prams.

For this campus, the Chancellor has des-
ignated department heads as the "..ppro-
priate University officers" for those
their own departments who have received
notices of nonrcappointment. Report'; from
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URBANA, 7:11.--Lack of money was the main reason givnn by

"drop-outs" from the University of I1:1nois at Urbana-Champaign

for their absence from-the campus this fall.

An unprecedented number of undergraduate stedents in good

academic standing when they left the campus in the spring were

missing when classes resumed in September. There also was an

unusually large number of prospective freshmen, many of whom

had paid about 85 in non-refundable fees, who were approved

for admission but did not enroll at Urbena-Champaign.

To find out why, the Office of the Chancellor sent

questionnaires to more than 2,000 "absentees."

"The main thing we discovered is that those who are not

here are enrolled in other schools or are working, and most gave

financial reasons for their decision," said Anthony F. Giaziano,

assistant vice chancellor for academic affairs, who analyzed

the results-of the survey.

"What has changed most is not whether the stedent will attend,

but where and when he attends," Graziano said. "Financial

constraints are limiting the choices for students seeking the

most from cur statewide system of higher educationlimiting their

choices of institutions and, in fact, their ability to stay in

the system without dropping out for a se; ester or two."

Sixty per cent of the students wieo left the campus in good

standing aced did not return this fall said they transferred to

other colleges and universities, many of them going to the Caicago

Circle and Medical Center cameuses of the U. of 1.
Ile...St N .-r=te
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Of the remaining LC per ci!.it, more than half said they

expected to return to Urb:!:1,1-Chai;:n
?ater and continue their

same major field of study. On]y one of' every eight men in this

group said :le stayed away because he expected to be drafted.

"Signifi.eantly, none indicated that poor umployment

prospects in his or her chosen field was the single r.ost important

reason for not coming back to school Griz:ano said.

"For those students who dropped out and who are not enrolled

elsewhere, the chief factor was a change in the personal financial

situation, such as a lack of sumner jobs and a decreace in personal

savings. To a lesser extent, the parents' inability to contribut:e

and the unavailability of scholarshis and financial aid entered

into thesir,:4cture."

Nearly half of the students who were on academic probation

for poor grades last spring and did not return said they enrolled

elsewhere, most of them in junior colleges. Mast of those not

now going to school said they hoped to re-enroll at Urban:. - Champaign

in the future. One of every five men not enrolled in any school

said the draft affected his decision.

.
.

Of the freshmen who were accepted but did not enroll, nearly

all are going to other schools. many because "It was cheaper,"

"I got a scholarship" or "It was closer to home."

Undergraduate enrollment at Urbana-Champaign this fall totaled

23,105 students, 985 fewer than expected.
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