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ABSTRACT,

The animistic beliefs of 40 schizophrenic children
were compared with the beliefs of 40 normal children (age range for
both groups from 11 to 15 years) in light of Jean Piagetes
developmental stages of animistic thinking. Each S was tested
individually on the Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test and on whether

c of 20 objects- was animate. SchizophreniC-ss were not more
animistic in their beliefs than normal ,-; The normal Ss did show a
negative relationship between IQ and degree of animistic beliefs
hick the scEizophrenic Ss did not show.=Schizophrenic Ss were not

contistent in their animistic or naturalistic thinking as were the
ajority of normal Ss. A significant negative correlation between age

animistic beliefs was found, and most of the children could not
assified into one of Piagetes four stages of animistic thinking.
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.--The present study attempted to discover

wher a test of animism, based on Piaget's research, _would

rJersistence of animistic beliefs among schizophrenic

Animism refers to the attribution of life to inorga'hic

Pia.-_-et (1929) stated that children go through four developmental

yes in their animistic beliefs. In -the first stage of animistic

-te:s, which lasts uo to the ages of six or seven, children

to things which are useful,-active, and in good

A child in- the first stage will say that a pencil has

because it oan write._ Children in the second stage zf

an:__Istic beliefs, who are usually six to eight _years, believe tht,

moves has life. When the child is in the third sta,=:e

-tic liefs, which lasts -from ages eight to nine to

t;/ twelve, he restricts life to only things which move

A child in the second stage believes that a bicic-

moves. When the child reaches the the sta

he h- _believes that a bicycle has life because it ,:_oes_not

move 1n -=:_eone pedals it. In the fourth or adult_ -J-e,
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Mow

_even

__dren not reaon tnis sta=fe

il:l,z in relevance =: L V V

understandinz: of 1,sy-

ess. Some theoreticias, 'intei:pret tne

elinically observed among scnizophrenics in terms of

.!or Es-zher aloe= (1966:) studiea a

schizophrenic boy over a period of ten years.

traditional intelligence tests revealed that the _ad

inTo_Lifzence, but failed to reveal a ag in specif,.c

e _Piaget_tasks, newever, did reveal sob

0.nd revealed Inat-this 14 year old Loy'

life w?Is ty,cal of a seven year old child. _ ern

this Y, most childhopd schizophrenics, hac, t&en

the interview and on the Rorschach as "identi

_.:ate objects, with the implication of anitistic thinking."

-nte,-, out that;,rat research was needed to investigate whether

pre-causal thinking could become an operational

defi ition o what has been clinically described as identification

wi Inanice objects.

theoreticians have also interpreted anitistic thinkih

?f,:.enics in terms vI 2iaget's theory. However,

teroretation could be that schizophrenics reveal animistic
,

ts 0',,jects as a projective ae-ense. Using inanimate

-a,= a nrojective defense is of the same as 2iaget's

e_ ' n hildren. The adult



e.c.romenon may not se n mple regression to.

_ cencests as many clinical observers might have us

reud exnlanation of animism on the basis of

probably a better explanation of animism among

tents than Pia,et's explanation which is cased on

ch _ and the animism found among schizopnrenics nay not

this minA, there is no logical reason

ass me schizophrenic children will be retarded in their

conep,s of ife if they are compared to normals of cornpar,able

_ectual level.

mziy, the first hypothesis is there is no significant

differ - eence in the extentbeliefs between schizopnrenic

c'-lildren, of comparable age and intellectual level.

second hypothesis is that the abandonment of

-lief s is correlated with chronological- age, and not to whethe,"

_mai or schizochrenic. it is predicted that there is
s

negative correlation between age and score on the test

of eelimism =or both the schizophrenic and normal subjects. The

Older 7-he cni-d, the lower his score is .on the test of animism.

hypothesis is that the abandonment of animistic

=elated with intelligence, and not to whether

cture Vocabulary Test, and scores on the test of animism



_c:.;ze;n-enic and normal subects. Tn^ niL;ner

v-" of animism.

-.,sy subjects between the ages of 11 and 15 were

:or -he study. This age rang e wnr-1 chosen, since

.iisereoancy in animistic beliefs oetween schizbpnrenic and

oien would more likely occur at these ages where-

es are being :cloned.

schizObhrenic subjects were children diagnosed as

Jueh; who were not susbected of having an organic involvement.

the ,schizophrenic subects were selected-from a school

em..-enai 'd4sturbed children, and some were selected from

.,,hospi6a-.. The 40 normal subjects were tested in

-rezreatianal centers, and were selected on the basis of their

evz.ri-I1 adjustment as noted by their group leaders. Subjects

who been referred to as social agency because of adjustment-

n2oblems were excluded from the study:

2hc, nermal subjects were matched individually with tne

ecnieeb:-renic subjects according to age, sex, and race.

aan, the two groups were matened in general for socioeconomic

me determined by the occupation of the head of the household.-.

regression effect, the subjects Lere

individually according to intelligence test scores.

.--ntellisence was measured by the .2eaody 1ic;urc

(PPVT). A vocabulary' test was chosen, since it is

o be least affected by the scnizopnrenic process. The tea t
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