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ABSTRACT,

The animistic beliefs of 40 schizophrenic children N

were compared with the beliefs of 40 normal children (age range for S
both groups from 11 to 15 years) in light of Jean Piaget's .
developmental stages of animistic thinking. Each S was tested - ~
individually on the Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test and on whether

: haof,20'objéétsrwagranimatea,Sghngphrepiéfss were not more
istic in their beliefs than normal S${ The normal Ss did show a
ive relationship between IQ and degree of animistic beliefs

h the schizophrenic Ss did not show. . Schizophrenic Ss were not

istent in their animistic or naturalistic thinking as were the

ority of normal Ss. A significant negative correlation between age
~animistic beliefs was found, and most of the children could not
classified into one of Piaget's four stages of animistic thinking.
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Tnto uetion,--The present study attempted to discover

37 of animism, bvased on Piaget's research, woul
reve.l & persistence of animistic belieis among schizoparenic

ciil rel. Animism refers to the atiribution of life to inorgztic

Coleots,.
.~ 7
Ziaget (1929) stated that caildren go through four developmental -

ST2z8s in their animistic beliels. 1In tne first stage of anializvic

Je.iels, wnhich lasis up to the ages of six or seven, children

o

5

corndizTion., A child in the first stage will say that a pencil -
~lZ¢ seczuse it can write. Crildren in the second stage cf
gni..=s1tigs teliels, who are usually six to eigat years, believe Taz=x

®

enyolng Witk moves has life. When the child is in the <oird sztzze

{r

& _mzzmiznic veliefs, which las<ss Irox zges eight to nine o

£
C.i o T Twelve, ne restricts Life to caly trings wnicn move oy

tTheiicives, A child in the second stage oelieves that a uvicyc.é -

1

nas __fe L :coussit moves. When she cnild reaches the third stazze,

e . lonzer Lalieves that a vicycle nas life because i _oes not -

move unliss soaeone pedals it. In tne Tourth or adult stage,
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