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A few days ago I met in Washington with a g;\%g of Russian

= ‘&"L

educators who were visiting this country to get a first-hand

'ff look at the new things we re doing ~in the classroom.—'As we:

:';,parted: I felt called upon to thauk those men and women, not

f;

:minﬁin%% and perhapsrespeci’lly to Americans, to understand that

" no one has a lease on the future, that it will belong inde

to those who make it their own,

America,fto give us our due, -got- the message. Part oi?'

&

bur'resction waszfigail¥ to—comgtt the:resoutces of the




Federal Government to the cause of education all across the.

board. The National Defense Education ‘Act of 1958 may have

been narrowly conceived in that tts primary ‘purpose was to- )

levels. ’But of far

E]

strengthen scienoe instruction at the*elementary and secondary

greater moment was the fact that the

urgency we felt enabled ‘us to put aside our traditlonal :ear

2 of Federal control and turn to Washingtonm as the last greatf

: <f<uptapped source of help for our schools.

With ‘this_ in mind, I- thanked my Russian visitors and, -at




- ) T 3 -
to packagé and sell politically in no ggnse,diminishesiits

validity, and in fact should heighten our sense of ufgency,

For it is clear that unless we who afe’gt the—lqadership-@eveli

of federal, astate, and local go@erﬁmeht,.as weliias gli in-

‘stitutions -of- education, take concerted action ourselvés to

_search for and igﬁéqééitﬁe,mgst'abié'scudgﬁté{we have aﬁé?ﬁelp

~to develop their tgltnté,'Aﬁeficaf§i11:COntinge to suffer-the -

loss of a hgge,bggég;tiqn of its best minds. Tﬁe'nat;béai%'

e




__took to the woods." 'And to bring the recs%% more_up. to dacte,

a biographer of the eminent British art historian Kenneth Clark

7,comments,offhandediy that “Fer Kenneth Clark, as for other taiented :

men,- his sehool'days,were an unimﬁortantaperibd;”' Fortuna;ely

s

for h1m, and for us, Lord Clark was the scion of a famlly of - -

thread manufacturers w1th the personal resources at hls d15posa1 that

, er}ab,ie,d, ih;,m ,\;l,,t,l'mately 'tor make a ma::;gr, contribution to our;;—;,,

{gher s, they “a¥
,lgbehlnd quickl

e ‘many answeri ng €




_ The slow we are dealing with, labored and discouraging

as the process may be.:fEéhhaflon of the handicapped is a

national priority, and so it should be. But there are few -

- ad%béaces fo} ‘the very—aﬂle. The ghallenge the schools face -
today is to continue-to do their best to rec&gh&te and devgiop —

the gifted c&fraglngél%iyié gifted ways, loosening up the routine
<o by:whafevef“ﬂesigﬁ in order édzrespond to suéh,;h;obvioé§='
'"sféciéi” éerson. 5H0§t oficﬁe7£onv¢ntidna1;measures, ﬁodgé%

tics, but otherwise -




"~ 1in all aspects of living, A program :or the gifted at Johns
Hopkins University, funded by the Spencer Foundation of Chicago,

recognizes and endeavors to rescue this sort of young person.'

-

One l16-year-old who is successfully carrying a double major in
*math and philosophy at Johns Hopkins was by his own admission,
so bored in junior high school that he was close to losging

interest in studies of eve*y kind JohnseHopkins admitted o

the boy to the gifted program rnluctantly because cf his apparent

ed to a progr




:,leadersnip of others in negative purSuits.

,moment in the Office of Education is an effort _to formulate . o

,non-standard ways to locate the gifted of the ghettoes.

Lgrant to the Southwest Regional Laboratory in

o -7 - -

certain that there are many minority or otherwise culturally
different gifted American children who are using their giftedness

in-a variety. of antisocial activ1ties, including lawbrcaking and

One- activity at the

=

We are-

- 7researching ways to identify gifted Chicano youth through a

Austin, Texas.-
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schools which is p;ftially’fzgded, I am happy to say, with
- - fg: g; _ .

Federal "dollars.

- The Federal contribution h;rg_waé;§mall'in financial =
~ terms but important ngverfhgless jb the genuine success thafifhe

;eacﬁérs and administ;ators of the D.C. school éystemfhavej

7 ,aééégp;;shed.' And tiét is thekforﬁﬁla’~j-,little moﬁey, lots

71';of,inspir;;;on —_—— Eh@timgst govern th§ entire Federai;coﬁtnir

P -butign';o gifﬁéd'edqcaﬁion. In alllcéndor, the réality of §ﬁé




the Federal role ‘will complete a methamorphosis from program
_to what might be described

management, our burden at the moment,
and our part in gifted education as it has

as idea management,
developed - over . ‘the past year is an 4nteresting Preview of our
"The reason is

P

futurejtngagement in tll areas ~of education.
we've never had any real- Federal money to 1nvest in the
we have had no statutory
Our actions

<

T mear

,simple.
education of the gifted' consequently,e
programs to. administer fr0m the;Washington level

= N i
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7mary purpose here, of—courae; is -to facilitate the pcccesé:oé
“integrating tacially but afstrong conponent of the program is

to strengthen urban schools in arese where integration itself is
unlikely to occur as in our heavily black inner cit?” es.;

fEstablishment of magnet schools in the city embodying the bes*

educational techniques and practices is an attempt to release

x.aé

" the- ~best young inner city ninds as well as attract others from

,the surrounding suburbsl' The,ESAA legisiation specifically -

mentiona,the gif;ed;fanndg;f;r ptpﬂecte—inycivin% the gifted

non-funded force},both inside ané outsidee

The O‘fice came intbsbeing after Congrese

s , ice of —?@i‘}f‘?aj!:iiog 0 :152, :

‘ ?ii&iﬁfé&f’:dﬁf repgf”

or local, was doing
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- :>; ) The -Office of Gifted and Talented has moved into this

racuum with vigor and a sense of urgency, trying to- get things -

moving ‘without waiting for legislative changes “or mnew appro-
. priations. OGT 1is serounging research money where it can for

projects such as the one Ixmentioned earlier for the identifica—

tion of gifted Chicano children. We have given our only major _

- *;grant --- $600, 000 —-——_te the Illinois State Department of

- *

Bducation for establishment of a national/State Leadership'
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also like to credit Roger Ming of the New York State Department

funds are involved. The scholarships have been donated by the

| 7 “of Education who has worked closely with Bob Seitzer, Commissioner
Robert Sterling Clark Foundation, the Explorers Club, Education

-;; ) of Region II, and Jane Case Williams in designing this conference.
Explorations International, and other‘organizations and - g - : - ' ’ )

We have every confidence that the worx of these éood

agencies -;T§II7stimelrt " 5y the Office of the Gifted and.

) P men and women will not only result in New York establishing a
Talented. ’

program of gifted education commensurate with the stature and
-The Explorers program heavily involves ‘the se*vices of the ' ’ B

means of the Empire State, but that the multiplier effect this

b T e T

Regional Offices of HEW throughout the country. Each regional 4

meeting of minds will trigger will spreadrthis,spirit of

~ commitment well beyond the bounds of New York State.

office convened a selection -board composed of Chief State School

-Officers, university officials, and ether ieaders of education o L
T Is o - S = - LT : io;;ghi&;;ea&o

> Eﬁﬁ;i@i@;gﬂﬁiémxiin;&g:?i5

,Institute§ and?601

'ihexmaj%rlpuipoée—or'iheséiatfi%n

teams is to foster exé ngelof expertise among the Stateszand _ s

to continue to raise the level of concern.

<

°:,egalit&rianzideassofieducationa I reject this notion out of

This conference is superb evidence of the early impact “of é’ 7% %’5

i

- - 2 -hand, and ask that- you do ~the sfme.,—I think it ‘was Will Rog:rs
this effort. The credit forfbringing us together mus t go pri~ : 7 - T ’

'"ﬁho?saidi "Every American is just as good as the next one === o

marily, of c0urse, to Joe: Nyquist who has a- strong personalf
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~ gifted the teachg: or administrator, the more likely he is to-

resent the giféed'Young,pefson. We give ardent 1lip service to
individuaiizing instruction. We have:come é small disﬁance in -
b;reaching,out to the uncommon child who is hgndicapged. It is

no less a vaiidrpublic policy, consieteng with individualization,

to reach out now to the uncommon éhi%d who 18 very able. I join

7’wi;h you, as I ask you to égrk fo'—the gifted and enlist in their

. cause youfrfeilow professiona;b it education as well as_your

ES)

fellow citizens wherever_you mii—iive.'

The ~social reforn.of .recent years must go forvar
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also and primarily for the sake of the contribution he may
make to his own realization and development.

There, ladies and gentlemen, is the kernel of the teacher's W - B}
creed --- and it is the f&igillment of that creed in its highest 7

E sense that has brought us together today. Let us stiffen our

.~ : resolve to push ahead harder.

3 i =t
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