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AS a part of the Natlonal cOnference on Research in
,Engllsh cooperative research project concerning teacher behavior in:
the language arts, a literature survey was made to locate studies
~describing the behaviors of teachers during spelling 1nstrnct10n. The
_search was limited to studies reported during the period November

.~ 1966 to November 1971. Applying the selection criteria of the totaIJ
- - - project, no studies were found that clearly specified -teacning
- - behavior during spelllng instruction. . Spelling studies continue

generally to be concerned with (1) the nature of the orthography, (z)

- learner variables, or (3) instructional method. While a comprehensive

understanding of what constitutes effective spelling instruction must

- -take into-account these fact.rs, teacher interaction with pupils
- during spelling instruction needs also to ‘be accounted for. :The

- - ~effects of teaching behavior upon pupil achievement ‘in spelling

11;*'appears‘to be at least one factor warrant1ng future stndy. R
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N~ - —-in order to plece ihe raponéerance'of current spelling reséarch iq a common = -
o S
p=rsoacf|ve, ! vouid llk- To review. “rnaf!y some of Tne underlylng istor cal reasons

‘:E 1haf ;avo serveo Vo de Termlne bOTﬂ *he nat ure and exfen. of sucn sfudles. ln doung
my aim 7o provuca a conrexT h;’q heips o accounf’fo" the. dearfh of sgel-
: ch T Ts the crx+arxz o‘ +he Cocserative Pesearch Conmxffee s search
info*ﬁﬁe lr rafLre,‘c |cerflfy effec nve‘feccnx g be nav:ors in the iancuage arfs.

Icng—s.and'no ‘rac;*:on in Tbe Amorxcan thooi curr{

- Speliing instruction has-a

-~

: f;,gdgpm;; Since. Colonlal day E.he Task of mas.erlrg Eﬂc[:sh speilzng has been e formal

f*r forn:dable parT of The,cnllc s eﬂuc Fi cnal envuronre1| Oovx0uciy, c. course,

fy To spell correc ly h=s »onsecue ces for accuravy ln wru.;en comvsnrcaulon,

i respeCT anne Thaf muchfolr he JLsfufxcaTlan fo. The Teacnlno of spel-”
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l 50 o*her iess ob"xous 15 lVGS for *he Teachzng of spell;ng,,;f o

jéir nd psvcho[o gical rov.;, fha‘-cnnflnue‘fo persist as reasons. S

e~

. wny anc how this SdeEvT is .auohT. Co rr o sselrlng, for exarnle, is also rommonly

STBTUD;*’POOT (or care,ess) spellers oficn are

mafxves sn?n soc

recaro..n a.: one ?IdlC non OT soc;a!

s ig atized bofh in anj euf of scnool lnacCG, :ocna! norm: wﬁlch underg;rd dcmands
SUEENET

for -goo pelllrg are one,c. the pr1nﬂ|pa! recson for The placc of snolllna instr uc-
tféh;}ﬁ the general school currxculum. SRR PR I

'Anavnerrmp.ive,rcr' ’Ilﬁd :ns.ruc fon re s.> upon an assu¢*f|on thet, excepfi

- —for-occesicnal persons-who Natura!}j gi i fred spet[vrs,AlOGrnlng Fo_spell is a

cause English or.hocrap%y is funcamen.ally an

difficult and - .1ne~consuml g exercﬁéerﬁ
learwzqe to spel[ IS nard work,

o]

u
arratic and. ;rra.uerax.syST.m of writing. In short,
557' ating drn!l snd memory activitibs fo easure mastery. Drawing in part from

iv
nznefeenfﬁ cen.nry facu!uy pSycno[ Qv ,,.ne ceenung fact that learnnno to spell is hard

Cwas even regarded; as avngj LsS own ru\ards, since ihe drudgery of wemor121no

spel{nnc worcs "uuld osfens;bly sirengthen The general remory capablluflesrof the

learuer. The Time-honored "s pullxnﬁ ‘bec" ond "spell down" were created jo foster -

wemory, and ﬁ'% ané§56rll" o pravxde an;oyn 17xn !earn:ng fo apell ,
Pecause of thes e Two rela.ed be!xefs that Englzsh ux;fung is llIOﬂxcal and rh1i

-

pe!lrnc,ts d;ffjculTATo lna n, fno bulk of xnvcsflgafiows snTo apelllng 1nSTrucTton
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have fhore.ore general iy canfered on s~eknno more effective mefhods of Teaching,

¥y
»

- -

som° currtculum reorcan:za?ion, and, 10 @ sma!l exfenf on nearner dl.forenCcs.
(et
“Vith The onsnf of the sciéntific novemerf xn eddcafson arOU"d the Turn of the cenfLry,

consxuerable ‘inferest was als oenarafed in de1erwxn|ng the func+lona! vo;abularnes

of ursTers, boih chs! ren and adulfs, w:fh The obJeleve of feduarhg the memory fag&;{

+o + :learnor to- only *hose uo"ds Thaf voulo be useful ror him'folknowir'

. Thus, the rese rch focus of alllng up to the presenj time has principally

|nvolvau an exawlnaTlon of me hodolccncal var:abiea. L] fanrly conprehensuve rev;eh -

and crl que of spollxnc rese arc1 to Tna,nxd—l9‘0's, h°rw!q (1969) caTeQOrlzed some
200—9!45 seiected stucies in e rms of n +hr ro!e,of rules in lrsTrUCTxcn° 2) Tne‘j;,
‘rerits of 7o ussi g "hard soofs"van wcrd >) syllao:cafton as a spelling axd,":‘

“4)- orouatnd wOrds. around sore -commond characfer!sxtc, (e g’ %omonym;)' 5) The ‘I|ST"

mefncé varsus ;h,."con*axfl-n,xﬁod (parerfnellcally, IT is xnferasraro ?o nofe fhaT

ans lSSLe has recen.ly aeon ralsed again‘as a maJor so°ll|ng "prnblem"' see Wallace,

!014) 6) the. "TeST-SxUGy" merhOU versus the Ps.udy-xesf" e+nod 7) the effec?s of ff

'!!ﬁngf chuevzn,n and 9). i ﬁlvrcualIZJno lnsfrucfuon, among ;he

n
AT TR
T a%egcriéafiensj :;L,,t o "f—,;v I T - ,'

n!y benn Hqin- tne pasT fen yea:s, houever, fnaf ;nvesfagaflona have baen,

unde‘#akeh of the earller nentioned pr,mnscs about the orthography whucﬁ have been o

|rp!tcur';n the maJorlTy of suell;no research.- Cenera.ed “out- of lnnouus.tc Theoryf
Tneee s+udxes hcve serlously s;ralned convenflonal beliefs abouT the nature and

funcT1on of - the- *rzflra sySTcm. (uhomsky and- halle, l968 Hanna et al 1966,

«

Venez&r and ¥eir; l°o:) T ] N
\er, dcsqlre Tna -npliéa jons these qudxos have .or bo;h The content and the

’ ’:nod of spe!ltnq instruction;- Thore -continues- -o be a flow of reporTs of spelblno,r

chh which cou!d be ca?ecorlzea in rmuch .ne same manner that Sherwur emplcyed in

‘res

iis book. hovever, it rs not our purpose here To su;vey Tha history of spelling
re;aarch, ThlS brief overv:eu has been intended 1o |Ildﬂrna.e the assumptions which
Lhaié?guides most such research and whnch in laraa'maasufe, sfill continue o do.

ks part of ‘thie NCRE Coopergiive Research’ Project; a search was made of the |

_ spellznn research iiterature puc blished. during the pericd j9éé-71 fo locate sfudiearin

knth were explncnfly described Teachrng behavuors durlng Sp°llln0 instructicn. '&,”

Asroircrs in ~ympodnum na»e already :nv;cO;eu, tha criteria employed in making this

searcn «ere stringent.- When these crlferla are coupled with the hlsforlcal dlmen=1ons&

—of spellnnu research ,nf is nof surpr;sung To fnnﬁ that -fthe basn¢ of spelllng s.udlef

games, fl shcards, aye moven=nTs, awd proofreaﬂ-no prac.uce uuon snelllna ach!evemen.,’

g o s ]|
C |
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o 7ceporfed during this period larce{y con?fnue *he herl.age whlch 1 briefly onflinei;f,

: ‘fhaf effecf:ve spclllng lrs1ruc.1on could be a func.non of teaching hehavror, as R
: SpElelpd xn this search, was vrrfually unsfudled ,w:~ : .

' Our sear ch procedures were as follows: = R - L ;_

For The perloa hovem ser (965 anough [December 1971, a defatled search was made of

the iz Zor sonrces whach rngh. “contain reporTs or listings of spelling research :fL

) Tnese sources includec The Educa.lon Index, The EQ!C cafaloqs, Psycholoqncal nbsfracis

The R“VI:W of fcucafzona! nesearcn, Dis ser.afson AssTracTs AERA Journals, NCTE

*esnarch nevxe‘ and The volunes Marrors of aencvxor, as well as The Classroom

S sfrucfidn.r A lxsi or .|.Ies cr ot ner pron:sxng l ds was complled Each sucn sfuay

T or. |is abs;rac? was read to ascerfaln The relevance of The research in respecf to
,thc crllersa belnc bScd |n *ne overall NcQE CocperaTlve Research lutera.ure search

7,ln RS case vas tne re record*c any evudence of The effecTs of Teachlng behavxor in':;

‘opell!n" zrrTruCTxon.‘ - T ,:1 15—7 e ) oo

~ Obriously, there is a wealfh of mat rerial on teacher behav10r. But very iifffel}
- ,of this. 'eScarch apnears To be o:recfly corcerned wit h the .eachtng of a pcrflcular .
L 7,suo;ecT' ihe Tucles “tnat nave.oeen cone are maanxy concernea witn pupal-Teacner N

vaTh subgec. maf er VREMcd as Jc,r one veh|c e Through vhlch .this

.|o1 nay occur. 7lnere is cnearly also a greaf amounf of llferafure in wh{ch

: cerfaxn .eachlng behavuors are recomwenceo, buf in no l.sfance were These recommenda-
Tt ' . . >

. tions- “Grounded in- emperical evidence.-— . — - "w?f

» ~

. A comprehenStve undersfcndlnq of spelllnq lnsfrucilon must draw upon llng stic,

osychonogtca! and instructicnal theory,. Taklng into account the nature of the wrifi ug

i sysrem.:%he nature of the lesrner, aid wewhodolog:es that are appropriate in light of
PN both of the i tactors. It is o stzie T'* ~byious that knov{edc° of a subject 2nd
TS of Th, STLde t are basic lncrcdlenus in rak:ng educational decxs:ons it s agparcnf-

¥

ly leSs obvious that such dec;;nons can be compromusen by the conseqguences of.feacher~

pupil Tnferacficns in thaf no evidence, is available ihat serves fo identify effective

-

A e g ey

I .edcn;nﬂ beheviors in the teaching of spelling.
¢ ) 7 AT ihe least, 1hus Interafure search has revealed what appears fo be a vnrfuully

,unfappac area for research. The effects of ieaching behavior upon pupil achnevemen?

in spelling is a dimensjonoof the larger task of ideniifying effective teaching in .

the language arts that mould seem to warrant careful study.
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- T:As a part of %he NCRE cooperative resgarch project cqncerning,%e;qher

behaVior tn the language arts, a liverafure survey was made o locate }Tudfes e

. ] ) ~
desc.lbing the beha»nor of ijeachers during spelliqg instruction. The search was
lnmt.ed to sfucues reporfed dursng the period, November, 1965 to November, [971.

Apofylno the selection criteria ¢f the fotal prOJecT no studies were found 4haf

clearly speblfg .eac”zﬁg - thiO: ring speliing :ns.rucfnon. agel[|no biudues

confunue ceneral‘y To be concerned wufh i) fhe nature of 1he orthography, 2) learn—
errvarga le:, or 3) |nsfrucflonal mefhod Vinile a comarehensnvn understanding of

Téﬁe -n.o ac Ouﬁf thes

M

what consijtutes ;rfecr:vo >p=nixu3 ldS”“ c%ibn st

facfors, feacner :n‘eracflon with pupn!c during spell:nﬂ |nsrrucflo“ needs alsc

.0 be accounfe for. Tne e*fe cts of Teachlnq behavior upon . pupll cchlevemﬁnT in L

peilnng aopearQ To be af leasf one faCTor narranfxng rufure sfudy. : o S
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