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AB3STRACT

To offset sex-related chauvinism in the teaching of
language and literature in the university, we must not only revise
our courses, but we must also recognize and combat the inherited
attitudes toward sexual roles disseminated in elementary and
secondary schools. Furthermore, we need to neutralize any rrejudiced
concepts which the student may have previously assimilated. Teachers
should enable students to recognize for themselves instances of sex
bias in their previous education and to guard against the acceptance
of such ready-made attitudes and distortions in their college
experience. Teachers could begin a discussion of sex bias in culture
with questions surveying the student's previous experience which
could follow with discussions allowing students to compare views on
the roles of men and women in our society. Through an exploration of
literature, folk humor, television programming, advertisements, and
other forms of media, students can focus uron the prejudice imglied
and the sexual stereotypes which are thus perpetuated. In this way
the student can recognize occasional bias in otherwise sound literary
criticism or cther forms of communication. (HOD)
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vinile sore bolieve that woren in the libaration movement define the encmy ac
AN, most ferinisis reperd Lhe enemy of both mon and wormen as the sex-rele stsreo-
typing wnich delermeines the thinkivg of ciildren, restricts the develeprent cf both
rmen and weren, <nd ceus limits to wonen's econcmic and vocationgl ettainmenise Fale
chauvinism thriv-s only whore such risid rreconceptions rerlace loiic, and female
chanvinlor i, inotarn, erorpe when w.asen, sceking to destrey sex-reie nias, ihon-
selves ereate, thirouch & counter-~rhetoreic of cbsolutes, new and petentially impricon- W
iny stercotyres for thomselves and others, To offset sexz-relatea chouviiism in the
teaching of lanwvaze end literature in the universitr, we wust not only revisge cur
courses, Ue must alsc r-cornise and comtat the inharited attitudec touwwra sexual,
roles disseranated in clomentary and scecondary cchecls. e need, fartnermore, to
neviraiize any prejucdiccd concents which the freshmen ray have previcusly ascimile ted.
Otherwise, he will rLeve ao critical standards to set in persuvective those ccllere
English courscs which are weakened by sexual bias or to allow him to respond fully to
thoze which are not. :
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Rather then focussing unon the chauvinistic teacher, those who have conducted
surveys seering to determine the extent of sex-related tias in the teaching of
Fnglish have tcnded Yo center upon cxaninatien of textbooks. In their tebulations
such surveys parallel studies made in the 19%0's which assessed racial or class
discrimination in veuttooke. The Toment!s Caucuz of the llodern Languages proposed,
unsucenssfully, Lo the delezate assembly last December that the NHIA undertuke a
comprehiit.etve roview of sexual bius in Znglish texibcois siailer to that underbahcn
by the 1iCTL on racial bias. In partial response to this proposal, four KIA worksncps
on the future of texttocks, scheduled for the 1972 cenvention, will consider possible
anti-feminism in books,
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An important recent book, Dick znd Jane ss Victims (Princeton, 1972), summarizes
a Nationzl Organization of ‘jomen survey of sex-role stareotyping present in 2,760
stories in 13l elementary scnool readers published by fourteen majer firms. The
survey incluvdes these revealing statistics:
Boy~centered stories to giri-centered in the ratio of five to two.
Adult male main characters to adult female msin characters in the ratio of
three to one.
Male biographies 1o female tiographies in the ratio of six to one.
In the readers uced in rifth and sixth grade, 27 female biographical stories about
17 differcnl uomen occur, a5 opnosed to 119 stories abvout {3 men. Women in the bocks
represent 25 occupations, while nien represent 147. The Lwenty-rive for women include
acrobat, baby-sitter, celeteria worker, catider, clsardin; ludy, cock, sut lady in o
b4

b, L
circus, cueen, scheol crossing puard, scheol nurse, secretury, shopxeepcr, teacher,
telephone opwr.*or, and Jiiche Loclort, [td_0s, asbren mers, astronsuts, athletes,
architects, dentists, engineers, {ilm nrakers, and veterjnarians are uniformly rene
In the cstorics pirls do wcerething "elever" 33 times, while boys s:ve the dey with e
great idea or create something special, like a silver pitcher or a walkie-talkie,
131 times. In some stories, girls' rnaries alone are menticred or girls appedr in
the background of a picture--for instance, as cheering onlook.:s wnen a boy wins the
race, TWo generations nave heard Jane say that she wanta to be a doctor, tut thav,
as a girl, she will settle for being a nurse. Uick asserts, "I will be an enginecr,”
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while 1itile 52lly nasnily croons, "I will be a mormyl"™ Dick scornfully sumnarizes
the sitvation oy remarking tnat girls are stupid,

Sexual stercotyping occurs so flagrantly in elementary eschool litcratur:s thav
surveys detailirc it secm rrauitcus.  In eny reading textbook boys enjoy varieu

and cxcitling sdvont res "}‘13 £irls sre teased by boys, frightenced vy toys, or

excluded from their rzll rames. Girls nelp rother vake, wash disics, sweep, and
shop; «nd in thu r play V1 e, they pretend to be mothers, Father sits in his
easy choair roceiny the pager; wnile mother corves him, he sits at the head of the

table, hanin; the finul decision on the femily vacation; or else he stanas hefore
the Grend Cunyon giving a four-page lecture on its geclogical development before
mother ou,posts thalu she open the pienic tasket., In our local schools Vintag {bth
grade, Scott-Forasmon) contains thirvy-fivae storiec; only nine include &an ii.poriens
fercle charactar, and szven of these are about Eelen Xeller, who was & most atypical
littie cirle OCne of the other two ctorics portrays a frontier doctor who wants no
money ior her work, while the last recounts the failures of a yroup of giris wno
fiz dinnce--tne Jello doesn't jell, the meat burns, the cake falls, thc dog trips
one cf thcme

-

——y

The books which children study in their other subjects compound and reinforce
the prejudices fcund in the larguare and literature texts, Ine Social Sciences,
Concenit tnd valics (5th grade, furcourt ruce Jovancvich, 19707, used in our lccal
5cnocls, aiveico only eight of its 374 pazes to attenmpts made by American vomen to
gain full eguality with men and implies ihat they achieved such equality in 192C.

A fourth grade math boox, Modern Mathomciics Through Liscovery (JllVC; Turdett,
lorristown, N.Je, 1566), conlzins 2,0 prociums involving men, 140 involving women,
and only a handlul involving both, since women seldem get out of the kibtcheno They
leave soicly to use Lhelir lupressive asathiematics in order to tuy pans, food, and
cloth to make eaprons. Cf the oniy ihree adult females who are not fulltime mothers,
two are teschers (addressed as }Miss) and one is a cafeteria worker Who has a
kitchen-type provlems * T

Since children through the third grade may spend over 50% of the school day
in work related to their reading text and since their recreational hooks bombard
them with similar stereotypes of the silly,easily frightened girl and the strong,
dependable--thoush sometines delichtfully mischievous-~voy, one must conclude that
elementary school literature will progrum our children into rigid misconceptions
about the relative nature of boys and girls and the relative achicvement and ambi-
tions of men and women, If imerican society remains repressive in-its treatment of
women, the reflection of scciety in elemcntary textbooks exagcerates the reality
but does so with a subtlety that keeps the child from ever rejecting the portrayal
as unrcalistics In real life women do get out of the kitchen, and girls organize
their own ball gare rather tnan pleading with boys to join theirs. The similarity
in cex-role stereotypes in readers published in 1972 and those used in American
schools at the turn of the century is remarkable, As individuals and as members
of inrluential orpznizations intarested in the teaching of reading and literature,
we have oo long pre~occupied ourselves with articles on word-counts and look«say
rmethods and failed to demend radical revision of the conceptual treatment of human
beings in the first literature children read for themselves,

II

Two studies, both reported last spring in Research in the Tcaching of English,
move beyond the consideration of sex-biaced .exthooks . "~ Their autnors suggest teach-
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ing rmethods thuv recoenize sex differences in adolescents, and they analyze
differiny reacticns and achicvementsof toys and of girls wnen, in the one study,
they usce identical rzading lists and when, in the other, their conpositions are
graded by identical rethods, foth studies irply that adolescent voys ar-- at
disadveniare iT “nyiish teach~rs give them no specidl consideration. Identical
treatiicnt of all tecnarers ditceriminztes apainst Loys who mature more slowly than
girls. Tccause boys'! themes rate lower grades even when the writerc remain anony-
mous, W. Lon dartin ("Sex in gfrading composiiion,” 36-4,7) advocaios (1) Mmale-
oriented instruction in compo: Ftion" to compunsate for nmele im.zturivy and (2) more

pracir’ iy fellow sbludents wio may react less Neratively +hzn teachers to joor pen- 1
mansnip and to "retwilicuoness, indeperdence, and aryurentativeness," charccteristics
which e frels differentiate beys! temperarent and wr iing from girls'., The study
1tsel® does not estaplish these characteriziics as "nale." The term "male-oricnted

¥ instruclion in corLesiticn" is also rot defined, ner is it clear waether or not the
girls will be given this instruction or tauzht in segregated groupse The study in its
conclusions deals only with recommendations lor boys.

Mery Beaven ("Responses of adolescents to feminine characters in litersture,”

f 48-68) cor ares the reiative atility of boys snd girls to identify with male and
female charcters in wooks read for Lnglish classes in Cook Couniy. She ascures

that books should provide characters for the students to emulate, and she conicluces
that girls are irpresscd by male characters tut that boys are nct impressed by farzle
characters. Sne therefore recommsnds that assigned readings contain strong male char-
acters since both girls and btoys cen respond to them. (Parenthetically, she recognizes
that one reason students did not find themselves impressed by female characters was
that most of those in books ruad by the clesses were "insipid or vicious." She
svggests supplementing the lists with biograpnies of admirable women to provide
mocdels fur the Zirls,)

Half ot the girls tested could not respond to the ithree mairm quesilonds
(1) the female charecter they most admired (2) the one they wished . to imitate
or resemvle, and (3) the one they would choose for a mother. Some substituted
unsolicited ccmments: "There haven't been any main characters that were women."
nLiteratvre has been geared toward what the guys in the class would most enjoy as
my teachers firmly believed the girls will read anything.” (Tnis statement ironically
anticipates the recormendations of the researcher.) In desperation perhaps, the
girls chose as characiers they would imitate: Juliet, Scarlett OtHara, and Hester
Prynne. lot far behind were Lppie, fAphrodite, and Am...Frank. They most admired
Scarlett, Julisi, and Hester, in that order. For a mother, they suggested Hester,
Penelope, and Ma Joad,

While I agree nsither with all the assumoticns nor with the interpretations of
these studies, thay indicate possitilities beyond the examination of textbocks for
the study of teaching methods which must be adapted to both sexes. Varying rates
of maturity in the sexes require flexibility in educational techniques. As these
studies sugrest, 00ys must be helped with cpecial problems arising from their imma-
turity, but, as they do not suggest, ¢irls should be recoynized in high school snglish
classes as high achievers and challenged; they should not be allowed to mark time

while the curriculum is adjusted to the specizl problems of the boys.
ITI

T have tried to discover a way to measure sex~bias in the teaching of langusage
and literature from kindergarten through twelfth grade which will at the same time
measure a collepw freshman's awareness of such bias in his previous education. I
have not yet succeeded. I anticipated ccllecting from new freshren instances of

ERI!

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




-

L

sex-Lias in assilinm nts, rrading, ¢lass discussion, jnterprotation of litercry works,
or teceher-mnnototion of ztident camporitions. I 3ls0 expected them to explain why
they idertifiad these instances &s charscler: stic of chauvinisiic trachinge 3But I
failed to reaziic> that the ct t of continued cyvnosure to sex-bias is the accer tancse
of cuch bias oz iho norme e student rost arfected by sexual bius in his thinking
witl 2e lo..u wble to cocormize dnstances of prejudices If I had not follewed up the
11ia) svovey cocets with dizeussions, at lexst nomy oWn classes, I might have con-
oded Lzl oliwost ac weacher in Iowa had in the last thirtsen years cshown evidcnee
s in his te=uching.

PEECEE e

In thoir ris-ontes, several wcren senerz)ised casually and without resentrment 1
that =31 thcir mole teschers had boon chauvinilis. This they szw as patural. ..en
should, afbor ¢ 11, Le provd of thelir asoulinity, dominance, and toughnesse Tnese
women decaribed chaunvipism in termms of their teachers! arrosant reforences to their
wives, thoir neglect of them, i ir prefercnce for the prettiest students, their

in~ corments that belittled girds in order tc
waite! slmen complained of savual, rather than
racial, nrejudic acher of the other scx. Both wern and woren
complained of "female chauvinism' in teachers they disliked, but identified it ouly

as the self-conscious ettimpt to call attention to tnelr femininity, atiractiveness,
and helplessnesse. The term was never connected with female politics, female agsressive-
ness, or woren's Libo Cirls most often attacxed the teacher who refused to call on
eager £irls but meanupile colicited opinion from a passive boy. Since attempls to
solicit mole atlention and excessive concern with superficial fenirinity might seen
more characteristic of a male-dcrinated woman than of a female protest to male domina=-
tion, the agrecment ai'ong students of both sexes that only such behavior illustrates
female chzuvirism emphasizes the difficulty of defining the label except in termg of
reaction to maie chauvinism. Female chauvinism, &t this point in our cultural history,
is not yebl < pucnciencn parallel terale chauvinism, bul raiher an extension of it,
reflection of 3t, or reaction to it.
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In discussion, stvdents'aéreed that girls have more aptitude for high school
English than toys. while some assurcd that math and science are for boys and humani-
ties for zirls, most concluded thct their belief in the superiority of girls in
literary study derived primarily irom the assumption that woren are emotional and
that emotional sensitivity constitutes the chiel reguisite for literary understandings
“hile no student could recall hearing a teacher nake a statement to this effect,
most agreed that thsir English teachers--usually women--had convinced them that,
although men may write most of the groat literature, women alone can fully appreciate
ite Only women can react intensely to & scrnet, understand a poem about nature,or
respond to the ruances of sexual love. Men may be able to expericace the thrillof
terror in reading a Poe story or find a rational sati¢/uction in science fictione
If male chauvinism exists rampantly in clementary and secondary schools, most high
school students may be impressed by a subtle female chauvinism which insists that
if only m2n can write, only women can reade

In general, our freshmen do ncs recognize sexual bias in their previous educa-
tion. English departments need not fear demands -from such Students that they imme-
diatecly revise all literature courses to rid them of possible anti-feminist aspectse
The most we czn confidently expect is that at least one in every class will ask
why Nora slamrmed the door of the doll's house.
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Yhile we should ‘ry to define the naturs anu scep: of sex~biased teaching
in thn ~ng1ish classroom, I think that this icsue is lesc importent tnown planning
frosh-an cuisces in riosteric or literature waiich will cnable the student to recn -
nize Jor oinlo sox tias in his previcus wducition and Lo juard & a.nst
the acce vace of such reedy-mave astitudes and distertions in hlS collepe exgericncc.
The individnal who g eritical of s~xual cunvoutions as they aifect cveryday
behavior will hirsslf see ctasr ;-.onle as individuais end will rcject all the
patterns waich limiv Lhe develonrent of human beings. 1n suca a clizate of critical
avareness, studonts eniering the universitvy cugnt to be avle to discover which of
their vicws are valld ard which are not.
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The teachir mirht well vegin a discussion of cex-bias in our culture (in

educavion, in literature, in the .orular mec iia) with questions surveying the
student!s vrevicus exnerience, lwe discussions which w.uld follow wenld allow
students to compare views on the rolcs of men and weren in our sccieiy. vhile rost
students may not at firct recognize their o'u prejudices and their depcndence unon
stersotypes, they may recognize irretionalivies and biindness in the ccruents of
their peers. lhough they rmay not at first question, eas such, the chauvinism of
various kinds which dictzted their carly edzertion, nene will have forzoiven Dick
and Janc and will reco-nize as adulis the peinicious assumptions of m¢1e superiority
in similar children’s bcoks.

m

."
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Before long, students in a freshimen rhetoric class can undertake impressively
sericus research on this subject. They can survey, for instance, educational ruter-
jals, literary prizes, stereotypes in advertising and in television programmirgs
vnile they will 2irs..dy have roalized that women who endorse preducts on television
are made to_ve slirhtlv sillv in order to seem "human' ithey may nctice for th
first time that at the enu of the ccmmercial the authoritative male voice vouches
solemnly for the proauct'!'s worth and instructs the viewer to buy it. Some students
may wish to follow ncws raports covering the NOW petition submitted in New York City
last sprinz, which attempted to get the license of an AEC staion revoked because of
blatant instances of precjudice against woren in pregramming, news coverage and
commercials. The petiticn included such facts as: (1) Softique commercials tell
women: M"i“inute by minute -ou become a woman againe" But men ars never told they
become men by soaxing in the bathtub. (2) Of 1200 cormercials monitored, women were
depicted as hougehold functionaries in L3%, as persons totally dependent on a man in
34%, as only sex object in 17%, and as dumb comics in 17%. (3) On the day seven
of eight medals won by the U.S. in the Olympics were won by women, the sportscaster
led off with "Thanx heaven for little glrl°“ and forgot to name the winners,

Some students find it difficult to question the apparent sanction extended hy
religion to the subordination of wormene In a lesson concerned with semantics and
language changcs, one can consider the influence upon our present attitudes of such
Biblical nhrases and precepts as these: "hs for ne and my house we will serve the
Lord." "For a man indeed ought not to cover his head...as he is the image and glory
of God; but the woman is ithe glory of the man." "Her children shall rise up and call
her bl ssed." ",..one hundred forty four thousund men not defiled by women.""d4hoso
findeth a wife findeth a good thing.""Frail vessels." "Possessing one's vessel,"
"Helpr cet " "Zuit you like men; be stronge." "How can he be clean that is born of a
woman?" "iives submit yourselves unto your husband." "Let the woman learn in silence
in &1l subjecticn,"”
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In such a conrideration of lanmags, socular idiems which minimize the
importar-~e of weien zise holp cenvince tne student that wemen hacitually are
seen s inferior. iney do not exiot in "rua in the sir «t," "land where our father's

died," and "she took it like a ran”  .nen wonen are reationed in forliar fmericanisri.
ther are opt te 4L clac ified with children or property: "The hard that rocxs the
cradls,” "iomen ana children first," Mirnin's work is rever done," and "oeran'e

place i5 ia thr .ore,"  In fnis cconection, Jeoay IR1ler wand rate Swify (Now oz

Tires Foazin:, 07, 16, 1972), clain that wuien in cunolile wernl, desioneied not

; g o

a lpnan Spacios ut, TousabLpec

research vean's roirt on "the deve
5 i

ren'; a social studic:

Pl
oo of man. {0 support this contention, they cite a
coment of thge utvrus in rets, puinea pigs, and
tes that the pioneers crocsed the vluing with

3

a
and 2n arvi iz in ritannica Junidr on Mun walch

Le

their wives, children, and catiie;

berins, "an i5 in2 highest form of "ife on earth" and rowhere mentions that rankiil
involves two S52Xess

o arsenzl students can explore frr expressicns thai belittle

, including vaudeville and old movies., The woman driver, the
mother-in-luw sy car over and over. Ine classic "iave you stopped beating your
wife yet?" and "ino was Lot woman I saw you with last night?V may meke us think
again avout why we laugh, "'ne shrew, the durb blond, the funt Jemira, the ha-ohty
women, the old meid reed to te seen by the student along with the tight-fisted Jew
and the squalid Injui who gruntse.

Students will otserve how little language has reflected the incresed ecucation
of wowen. A coed logically should be any student at a coecucational institution.
The fact that 1t designates only wormen reminds us that the male school is thought
of as the norme Where woman is a modificr it notes an exception to the rule,as in
woman doctur, women writer, woman ..2)or. The same generalization may be made in
noting the usages: male nurse, male prostitute, and male secretarye

Students can focus vron “he prejudice implied in simple name-calling. Advertise-
ments for Gloria Steincm's new nagazine, Ms. , suggest that use rJ this term may
wipe out some of the more common designaiions for wcren: ferme, dame, bitch, broad,
chattel, biddy, little woman, frail, filly, skirt, chick, vixen, tomato, a rag of
bone/ a hank of hair, bimbo, moll, squaw, babe, baby doli, bag, doll, wench, weaker
sex, and lesser vessel, One could add:rymphcmaniac, cold dish, groovy chick, real
bring-dcwn, neurotic, frigid wife, prosvitute, whore, harlot, woman of the streets,
member of the oldest profession, had woman, occupant of hcuse of ill fame, call girl,
old mzid, spinster, mziden lady, gay divorcee, grass widow, cat, kitten, pussy,
bird, duck, old ren, cluck, gal, little cld lady, sisier, Jomen's Libber, bra
burner, red hot mema, bluestocking, ADC mother, den mother, PTA room mother, block
motner, housewife, homemaker, and raculty wife.

The question of the relative inortance of edvcation for men and for women is
still an important issue. We must confront freshmen with the fact that sophisticatad
men, today as in the post, have viewed the educztion of womzn as not only unnecessary
but dangerous. Views like these collected by Robin ilorgan (Sisterhood Is Powerful,
Viite e, 1070, 32.15)startle most students: "ihen & ucnen inCliuws W _earii Ll
there must be scmetizing «rcn with her sexual apparatus. (Hietzsche) "A man in
general is better pleased vwhen he has a zood dinner than when his wife talks
Greek." (Sarmel Johnson) "The whole education of women ought to be relative to
man. To plcase them, to be useful to them...to make life sweet and agreeable to
them." (Rousseau) "A woman who is guided oy 'the head and not the heart is a social
pestilence." (Balzae) "Women...belong to us, just as a tree that bears fruit
belongs to a gardener, What a mad idea to demand cquality fer womene" (Napoleon)
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Myiomen thould rczeive a hipher education, rov in order to beccme doctors, lawyers,

or professers, mt o rear their offspring.” (flexis Carrel) "It would be prevcsiervus-
ly nzive to su _est that a B.A, can te made as attractive 1o girls 45 & rarriajz
1license." (Crayson firk) "Jomen are usually nore patient in working at vuexeitiiz,
repctitive {esxseloviion women are encouraged to become competitive too many oI thenm
tecore dicerreea Ure. Eenjemin Soock)

Yorman "uilerts Tre Priconsr of Sex mirht te worth reading to illustrate
Lhe effoctive ce of sLoreclyies in Saiire erainst women and to raise the quesiion
of whetner atincks cea be anti-{wrinict withmt being anti-womane i.ziler acmity
beine frirhtoened oy exn "honor guard of revolutionary varinas,” by "thin ladies with
eye lesses, no-nonsen

{o

sens: rcaiures, mouths thdin as bologna slicers, a bahe in one arm,
s hatcuct in the othur, gray eyss bripnt with bale-fire," and cannot understand
Gloria “teinen's anper when he rodifics nis " omen at vheir worst are low sloop;
beacts" with M.omen at their best are soddesgses." liost impressive of his sterco-
types may Yg trat describing the "battlc-ax," Eella sbuug:
Fellal the future Jongrescwoman with vosoms which zpoke of buttermilk,
carnsl atungznce, and the firepower of nard-prowed zunboatis..ssShe had
a voice which could have tciled the fat off a taxicab driver's neck. It
was as full of vibrations of power asz those machines which rout out the
grocves in woode

I would varticularly recommend Flannery O!Connor's Everything That Rises
Fust Convercs (Siznet, QL70L, 95¢). Her stories not only reilect sex-reiated

stercotyues, wut reveal how the superficial categorizing of people in terms of
race, age, weight, or religion brings tragedy.

v

Yembers of tne profession should be williny to revise zZnglish courses which
t00 narrowly center upon male writers, male critics, male cnaracters, and male
students frcm rotives of intellectual integrity, not because women students or
colleagucs derand such a revisicen. ‘omen's Studies courses and *he hiring, of more
female teachers provide no substitute for this re-thinking of the curriculum and
erphases in a whole department. Tn such revision, the first priority is to heip
undergraduztes recognize occasional vias in othervise sound literary criticisri.
For exarple, in a bock freguently used by both undergraduates and graduates,
The *n¢lish MNovsl by Valter Allen, Allen provides nelpful introductions to many
Tiction writers. iHowever, in an otherwise perceptive discussion of George Eliot, he
assumeS that she was hard on all pretty girls in her novels because she was nerself
so homely. In justifyins his reaction againzt what he sees as pretentiousness in
the novels of Virginia Woolf, he describes in exaygerated terms the momentary scenes
of revelation in her works as "a succession of short, sharp femsle gasps of ecstasy;
an impression intensified by Mrs. Woolf's use of the semicolon where the comria is
ordinarily cnough." In speaking of krs. Gsskell, he subscribes too easily to ready-
made formulations aoout the role of a "woman in harmony with the society in which
she firds nerself." (ile has just finished discussing Jane Austen who was less in
harmony, Since she wis not the mother of a large family and the wife of a minister.)
He also assumes that a woman writer cannot portray men and deals best with the
limited ccope of provincial femily life. "Most of the time she knew enougrh to confine
herself to derestic coredy...content to do whet she can do well...The society delineated
is almost entirely feminire,.,.cxactly the kind of sccial comedy in which women novel-
ists traditionzlly excele...where kirs. Gaskell fails is wbere so many women novelists
have failed: in the convincing delineation: of men."
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vhen our swdents are inforred that woren writers cannot success tilly portray
male charact.ro, it 15 hrred they will soon be able to react criticelly and ask
why tha cpitics less cfiin reintain that rule writers do not tuecessiully poriray
ferele charictors.  and rire imrortact, the podsrn Student rust cudeavor to detcr-
mine rom Lis owm exerd Pon of literswurs wietner either staterment is true,
Theyr vugt alzc sce thet Plirrenhicesl duata more often influcrces criticel Jud;ments

about woren vriters U-n clout rmen writers, perheps bLecauwse worien are thoucht to
write rove nurrowly Ir-» their irs cdiate backgyround and with less ira inative de-
Lzchrent from cctualites,

In the lirht of Naim Showslter!s Ffindinee (Discertation, Davis, Califorria,
1970) that Victorizn uzren rovalicts razeived voye faverable criticici before
their feralc ddentity was divelsad *han for zerz tire afteruerds, the or ticien

o7 1 nle eritics nast he recarde
vy o ’

revails.  Tuo resuins o rent experiment in which s:i+we

™
viith their _iven naves and vhen
curnals may indiczie such tias
th only the initials was runnine
eir rights to ask ithat papers

e

t

d more cavticusly, eszecially to

g stilil a

ferals ITL rorlers havs send mamuseripia ou b
with "rale-soundine” initials to ve iaus ac
continues, since accertzace of papers ident
higher lzst vinter. Hdomen stud
be greded withent names attacae

Saruel Goodrich estinated that half of the gross sales of the bock industry
in America frcna 1850 to 1555 were driestie nevels by women writers., These years
also saw the less peopularly suvccessful app

] prearance of [alden, lLeaves of frass, llicnr
Dick, six works by Hawthorne and sore b Lmersen and LongZellew, Hawihorne angrily

wrote that thuc whole ccuniry was given over to 4his "damned mob of scribbling woiien®
and demanded that Iicanor explain to him Wthe rostery of those inmuperohle editions !
Ihe rystery still recds expiarctions, Inhe writers ware attacked as "bluestockinge®
but.in their bocks they ? S

happy woman'!s place was i

it is time that literatur
woman writer in our gerer

~ .

cwmed on tluesteckings and reinforced—the ideg that the

the horie, Grarted that these works were inferior, peraaps
2 courses ajrazin raise the question of the role of the

al culture as well as in the history of grezt literaturc.

T

i

Other guestions we can ask are: Can ficticn written primarily to further
the feminist moverient =2 great literature? .hzt is a pro-feminist book? Would it
necessarily nresent adrirable women? Does it nced to present male charsciers? Should
it primarily portray the discrimination against women by society’

Does a work need to be criticized favorably by both mzle and female critics
in order to be hailed as a great work? Can a book be called a poonlar success if
it is read largely by members of only one sex?

To what extent can liter-ture be said to reflect the culture and thinking
of any period in history when orly men produced the literature of the period?

Wnat i

feminist criticism? Is it sexist criticism or ? reaction against
sexist criticism? '

3
icism

c

% For anulysis of the textbooks cited on page 2 I am indebted to Iowa City elementary
teachers, Corine Perkins and Futh Gruber,




