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: .. This study reports the'finding%;of that’part of the .
- 1969-70 Nationél-Assessmeng of Educational ‘Progress which .surveyed «
certain kinds of writing'skills. Respondents were children, - -
. teenagers, and young adults (ages '26-35) who yrote exercises related
~ .to_the objectives of (1) iting to communicateé adequately in-a
social situation, (2) wrizing to communj¢ate adequately in a business ﬁ
or vocational situation, '(3) writing to communicate adequately in a
scholastic situation, and (4) apprepiag;ng the value of writing. The
survey is divided into: four chapters, €ach of whiech reforts detailed
results of the éxercg és/related'to the four objectiv - 'Results are
discussed -and meportedjin'graph and chart form and are''presented for
an age group as a whole-and for droups reﬁresénting (1) different .
regions of the country,: (2) both sexes, (3) different races, (4) -
. different’ sizes and types of communities, and. (5) for persons having
different parental education. . (See related document ED 051 245,)
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. sUMMARY . . . | "
7 E

The following paragraphs summarize the information contalned
in this report.” The terms used in the paragraphs {(such as North-
east, non-Blask, ‘medium city, «nd some high schoolj, are defined
in the Introduction, while the results for the exercises are-
spelled out in more detail in sugceeding chapters._

’ Objectlve I: Wrate to CommunlcatgLAdeqpately, . N

in a Soc1al Sltuatlon

General‘y, persans .living in the Northeast, Central and West
regions performed 51m11arly to one apother and better than people
living in the Southeast. Males typically performed less weldi —
than females, Blacks less well than non-Blacks. ‘People from dif-~
{ferent sizes and ‘types of communities usually pexrfcrmed ,as, follows:
affluent suburbs and suburban fringes had the highest percenxages
of success; medium city, rest of the big c1ty, and .small city per-
"formed leSs well; and rural and extreme inher city showed the.
lowest levels of success.- Those who reported at least otie parent_
hav1ng continued.beyond high school:performed better than those
whoge’ parents graduated from high ‘school but did not continue.
Both cf these groups performed better than’ groups of respondents
having parents who did not. attend or who dld notlflﬁlsh high
schcol. .

! - >

Objective II; Write to Communicate Adequately : T
in a Business or Vocatilonal Settlrg A- '

Y
o

.. A clear pattern emé&rged here shodlng that the No theast per-
formed better than the Central regjon, the Central better than .
West, .and West better than the Southeast. Females responded cor-
rectly mote often.than males, non-Blacks more often than Blacks..
rformances decreased moving from affluent suburbs to suburban
f 1nge to medium size citias, to, small cities, 'to the rest of the
big Gity, and to extreme rural and extreme inner cities. ‘Re-
spo¥idents re ortlngsit ‘least one parent continuing his educatlon
past high sc ool performed highest with perfiormanges decrea51ng
for persons whose parents were high school graduates, those whose
'parents nad some high sihool and those,yhose parents had ne high :
school. ’ .

-
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* Objective -ITI: . Write .to ‘Communicate’Adequately : P
. 'in a Scholastic Setting ’ ” . i ’
) ’ ) .

. ' The only exercisé reported here was administered to 9-year-
-0lds. Results of that exercise showed all four regions to- have
similar percentages of success. -Girls perfarmed bLetter than boys;

N non-Blacks better than Blacks. Children from affluent suburbs
and medium cities scored above .the nation as.a whole, while inner . -
.+ - city and rest of the big city children's percentages of success
were well below. Children with at’least one parent.who had not: ™~ -
. graduated from high school performed least 'syccessfully, children
. having at leasdt one parent who continued his edpcation after high
. ' schoal performed best. The performances for, all other parental
K education groups were of intermediate value and similar to one Toet ¢
’ another in magnitude?® : -

« . \

. R L SR oy o P ..
’ Objective IV: Appreciate the Value @f Writing Ce .
- “ A . . . N ., \
o . Given the assumption%ﬁhat’actually writing Something iqdicétes
. i - an appreciation of ‘writing, most people appreciate writing. The - v
: - natures of the materials written varied with the group of res-
: pondents and the exercise in question o . . /

N
.
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t - L . ra INTRODUCTIQN . oLt

| L ~ . .
. This report describes . how children, teenagers and. young .

. © padults (age, 26-35) performed on certain kinds of writing tasks. ‘. =

The tasks asked the respOndents to fill oyt forms, address en~

. velopes _and answer Juestions about the attitudes they hdld aboiit .-

) ' - - writing and the kinds of things they write. ‘The tasks were de- ’
veloped (by the Educational Testing Service of Princeton, New Tl '

_ﬁ;

- Jersey) and adm1n1stered by National Assessment., .
; - . — National Assessment is a federally funded project whose' pur- ' ,‘.,’
- - - ‘pos 1sagather1ng information on the knowledges, skills and at-

"titudes of .childrefl (age 9)a
' - adults- (age 26-35). The ag
o o areas, One being wr1t1ng (1 e.

enagérs (age 13 and 17) and young °
smeht* is concerned with 10 academic

) Durlng the 1909 70 academic, year, Natlonal.Assessment admin-
iktered. 4 series of writing exergxises to natlonal pro»oability" '
samples at each of the four agesl. Each respondent was given a g “
. ! package ‘—-a group ©of wr1t1ng, scierrce and citizenship exercises
‘ collected into a booklet. | Exercifes asking. the respondents to
. .. try writing exercises typ1cally appeared throughout the packages. -
AV No mere than 45 mlnutes was needed to complete a package -
NatJonal Assessmént exerc1ses are. refated to objectlves,.2 i
.The writing objectives’ aré.' : S -

I. Write to communicate adegquately in a social situation,

-

-

II. Wr1te to communicate adequately in a bus:ness or
. vocational settlng
» III. . 'Write, to. communlcate adequately,an a scholastlc

. ~ situation. \ 5 . !

IV, Appfeciate the value of writing.

-

. ’ . N A% . .
/ l.. . ; / 'ﬁ -4 . . . . l- B . t . ) ) ¥ - .
v~ ~See F..Womer, What is Nationa} Assessment? National Assessment,
' Denver, 1970, for a description of National Assessment's purposes
and procedures: , _

?Natlbnal Assesghent, ertlng Objectives, National’ Assessment, .
Denver, 1969. \ ', \V)
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One chapter of this report is devoted .to each of these “objec-
tives. These chapters “typically begin wWith a brief summary-of the
results for eyprc1ses relating to the chapter's obJect ve and then
describe each exercise 1nd1V1dually. The format for the presenta-
tion of exergcises is constant: first,ca ratlonale 1s presented .
1nd1cat1ng~how-the exercise ‘is related to the chapter s objectives
second, the exercise itgelf is presented as it appeared .in the
assessment packageqtthlrd ' the'requirrments for ah acceptable
answer.(e g., the best, correct, or preferred response) ‘are pre- ..

‘ e sented; and finally, the results are described.. Results are
i ‘présented for an age group as a whole and for groups representing:
Lo iy (l)different regions of the ‘country, --(2) potﬁ sexes,, ,(3) different
- - N rac1aL.groups, (4) persons having different parental ‘education
b, : : ~ backyrounds, and (5) from different sizes and types of com;nunltles‘.3

* Dif ferences between a group's performance and the natioral level.
" of success that are large enough to be rellable %l e:, probably -
not’ due to random error) hare- ind;cated in the exhibits with an

F . aster;sk (*) whlle other dlfferences are nqt . FORER )
-~ . s ! ' ’: SR - '
Groups representlng four regifons of the country are descyibed
in this volume. The regions of the county®' are: , . .oV

i ﬁortheast Delaware, Maine, New ]! Ha shire, yermont, District
A of Columbia, Maryland, Newrﬂe’sey, ew York Connécticut,

;- ’ Pennsylvanla ‘Rhode Island and Massachusetts

b Co-
. Southeast: Alabama, A:kansas, Flor1da, Georgra, Kentucky, .
, L. ™~ Louilsidna, Missisgippi’ North Carollna, Somth Carollna, . .,
3 -Tennessee, Vlrglnla and West Virginias "’ - . ' ‘
, " - . Central ‘North Dakota, “South Dak’ta, Iowa, Kansas,.Mlnnesota, w
e;. Missouri, Nebraska, Illinois, ‘Indiana, Mrch1gan, Ohio and

_ »
. . . - -

Wisconsin, L. e . . ' I

West: Hawaii, Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Utah New
Meﬁ!co Nevada, California, Oregon, Washlngtoﬁ Arizoha,
' Colorado, Texas and Oklahoma / . <

o " “-Results are not broken down by state- statements about reglonaI
‘results refer\¢o all the people 1n that region. )
\ . , i ¢ h ’ °
) X There are 'two racial groups reported Blacks and npn-Blacks.,
- .. ’ " Non-Blacks. include Wh1tes, Puerto, Ricans, Orientals, and Indians, . *

-
. . . “
v £ ~

~ &fj . - ' ' - . - s

LY 2 A
R dr. . . __/“ -
The results are presented in terms of’ p0pﬁlatlon estlmates. The -

rd . Erotedures used appear in Appendix A, Report 8: Writing National - : L
- Resylts, (Washlngton, D.C.: GovernmentjPrlntlng Office, 1970). o

- . . . ~ ' : N - ' b ‘ . . 7’ ”
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;ﬂ» The stes and types of communltles che respondents came from

v . . . *
Everyone taKing Natxonal Assessment exercites answered a

series of home environment/questions. One question asked about .

the highest educational, at'tainment of both of, their parents. )

That parental education information was used to divide reMpondents

into groups for reporting purposes' s

»

.

. No High School ne1ther parent attended high school
- L
Some High School: .at: leasg one parent attenied high school
but nelther parent graduated L : &j: L

Y

' High School Graduate: at lealt one parent flnlshed hlgh ,
school but neither ‘trained beyond high school o/
Post ngh School: at least one pareﬁt“continued ris/herx -
educatlon beyond high school (ex*” - “.ege or trade school)- |

-

~

were deflned in the ﬁollow1ng ways:

EXtreme Inner City: (9.9% of the population) cities with
pOpulatlogs\of 200,000 or more, the particular part shaving
c

low socio-economic status (SES): - -

"Re&t of* the Big City: (1Ll. 8% of the populatlon) cities, of
200, OOQ or more which dld not qualify - as extreme inner c1tyQ &

Urban Frlnge. (16.7% of tha populatlon) areas aroun large
cltles within.the same Standard Metropolltan Statlst cal ,‘ )
Area (SMSA). though not 1nclud1ng the er}reme\affluent suburb : ~\

Extreme Affluent Suburb "(10% of the populatlon) all high. .
SES from areas within or close to large cities, or the same> - .
SMSA as cities having populations in the range of 150,000
.to, 200,000 - .

~ A Y P 4

Medium Clty (21.4% of- the populatlon) cfties with popula—
tions ranging from 150,000 to 200,000 and middle SES,.and all
SESs in the same SMSA conta1n1ng a‘city-with a populatlon
between 25,000 and 200,000 =

Small Cit (20.7% of the populatlon) areas with populatlons
bBetween 3, 500 and ‘25,000 coverlng all SESs .

Extreme Rural: {9.6% of the population) areas with § popula-

" tion less than 3,500 within the same SMSA as a large city,
. areas with a populatlon less than 3,500 and within the same
SMSA as a medium c1ty and areas 51mply hav1ng populations
less than 3 500

R
¥
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. CHAPTER 1 _ -

. 2
. ~

~ , ' OBJECTIVE ?“ WRITE TO COMMUNICATE ADEQUATELY
RS IN A SOCIAL SITUATION . oo .

4 ob* ctlve I dealt with writing .in social s1tuat ons. Trans-
lated into exerc1Ses, this objective required respondents to write
invitations; thank you notes, record messages and wrlte directions.
The sutcess any group had in handling tnese exerc1ses,was‘due to °
bdOth the group's ability and the exercise's nature. Thus it was
possible that thé group may have performed dlfferently (either *

“better Br worse) if its members had taken different exercises.

. Within any reportipag category (such as region),\groéups of

, respondents (such as those from the Northeast) had been identified,

* and' it was pcssible to orxder the grohps accordlng to the percént-
age of success each had on an exercise. ' The group having the “»
hlghest percentage of correct‘;esponses was first im the ordering,
"the group, having thé next highest percehtage was second and so on
until all“the groups in the category haé been ordered. 'When this

was done for all social writing exercises, the numbér of times . FFIER

each group was first in the rankings was tabulated, ‘the numbet
of 'times each.group was second was counted, and sq, Oon yntil the
positlon of each group was-noted for each exercise. The results
of ‘the tabulation are shown in Exhibit I. '

s * ~ T ~ 2
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EXHIBIT 1-1-

Number of Cxercises at Each ‘Rank .

7

Qfder Position for -Each Group of Respondents T s
Reporting T : ‘ J ;
Category Group . " ord Position .
“ . ‘ . Y
Region T ‘1 2 3 4 5 § 7 {
No the‘ast': 5 3 3 . @
‘! Southeast .. 1 10, T ‘ ‘
- ‘ Céntral ;2,17 2 R .
, fest 4/ 1 5 1 |
sex i w3 3 4 5 §77
- ; k4
, Male", 1 10 . .
S : Feémale -l X v ;
. \ : ' < Y
.ColA; N ’ 1 2 3.'4 s, ¢ 7 ] L )
. - r . . s 1 X -
] . . _l'Non-Black 11 . e . .
Black 11 ¢ ' . ’
“ - ) 4 . ' i
Size and Type ' P . 4 .
of Co%ﬁgnity’ . 1 2 3 -4 56 . .
T . - - i . . ~ P
. Rural . 1 1. 8 .1 '
, small City 32 2 4, .
' Affluent Suburb ~ . 6 2 2. 1 ' ;
R Suburban Fringe 4. 2 2 2 | o 7 .
. . -~ Medium City 'L 2 4 20 30 1 ) .
' Rést of Big City  * * w2703 2 4.y
' Extreme Inner City . R 1L 10 :
Parental Education ' 1 2- 3 4 5 6§ 1. .
N N . * ll
*  No High Scheol 3 2 ¥ ) )
. Some High School 1 8. 2. ~
High School Graduate 3 7 1 A -
Post’ High School 8 3 % ) .
- - ' - ’ -
\ ~ s i
g -~ - r
S .
' . = ] I/ . -~
i’ b'
S
o "“
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Exercise R10l, Administered at ?ée 9 C .
¢ , R 4 ' \ ’ / - t ..
. Writing a“thank you note w;; a .social wr1t1nq SKlll 9-year-
‘ , @lds were asked to Der¢orm.- i ) o ’
. o : )
Exercise: Pretend that your grandmother gave you a ) PR -
. puppy for youtr birthday. You naméd him Inky. Now ) ] -
. write a thank you letter to your grandmother. : v ot !
& RN - L4
. . (The rest. of the pagé prov1dea lines for the response. ) : - ’ .
. 3 ) \ M ¢ .. . . , 1 . ’ . \
- N i o 5 ) N ) ’ / ,' ' ) ’ :
. To ‘qualify as acceptable; the note had tc contain'a leglblP . B
letter’body with ‘'some sort of thaflk you. -Children could' include . .
other thing$ in their notes (such as.greetipgs or c1051ngs$ but ' i
these were not’ required- for arceptablllty SN
R < . ’ . . i , r - N ,
. . T > Coce d ' .
. . - . .EXHIBIT -2 . e
¢ . - P ’ - < .
’ s Q‘ ¥ L ?d!.CBM‘AG!S 07 SUCCESS STARPED RPPECTS }-CICH‘! Isfﬂ'll’. DI??!IzquES. 8 \:. . ; - P
T o Sgroye RPPORTING _ i v ‘ - PERCENTAGEZ OF SUCCESS  ~ . ,‘ ’ . : ' v ’
3nCCEss BIPECT  C CATZGOM : . QRGJEC 10 | . v ' " - ¢
[ 10 20 30 80 50 60 70 (1Y) 90 100 ‘*’
. . LY . + “ . . . . .
. ]7.3 - "_ .Af!o‘l‘_ + ....Ol‘.ol--‘..'....‘.....‘.......‘........:...0...........‘....:Ot.....' ' ' -
R . V». ’ Y- ‘ < . A \. . 3 ' :
' 7.9 ~9.8* Beron Sen ; “oe -;o.ioo eves e ! :
) R 08:‘)" 1:2 ) et ::i: ohecoccococceevescoceres cegecsvce : < . R Y
89.34 1.9° Central vancooss 1 » . /
- 9')_q 3_5 . Rortheast ’...!....Q.‘..'......... .........!l..J.‘......‘.......‘.'.-.........;.l. : . I3 ¢
. N . '
. ' . t |
: , T stk e | | ‘
4 . - h. ees'e0ecescccesniocsccesececee L] '..l....................x eeee f: . !.
s vy e 4 remle R . Vo > .
h . s ~ - : i > i ‘
chrox i
6.5 -22.0+ . 8lack i
. %23 n.{9- ¥hite : Y
. 2 "
f : PARENT/L_ -c*,.mo . ': t o
- a 5.2 -2, ¥ #13h School 1 t
30.1 =7.2 Some #ijh School it s
t y 92 3.0¢ Graduated ©.gh Sch. Iy &
92.2 3,90 Pogt J1ah school LI é/
- " SIZE_AND_TXYE i .
- , ¢ oF_CONNONITY ! s
64,7 =22, 6¢ Extrede Inner City .’ i
82.% t-8,9 tXtTwae Rural . o
86.0 -1.4 Small City [
98,5 1.6 \ NeAiom City .e® sercsseye ] ]
" 3.9 1.5 Rest 0~ 8ig City R Y T TY T T T Y Y L I ’ setencege oy e
N 2.4 5.1 - ‘sabarban ?ringe , ee (ididddbidr ddaddddd i dd oo.ooo‘ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo'oo& il i
; 91.9 §,6¢ 3xt\rr.e I334 §-¢urb .o ..........\.‘..................t...................................‘l. / t
N § . - . " R | . | \
. - 4 ] . 4 " I )
f 1 ’ \y P . ; . /
/ * ! - ' I 4
E1ghty~sevea percent of the chlld#en handled the task acdept-
ably;, only 13% failed to write motes contaihing some sort of thank )
you in a readable letter body. More specifically, 95% wroteé '
~ .: ! [' -
s i
’
P ' , |
!
O ‘ ! ’
ERIC !

Y




’ - . . . o 'l‘ N '
; readable letter bodies w1th or without. thank you's; §9% did }
remember to say thank you. though the letter body may not have s’
been acceptably legible. Manysof the. childrén did include*infor-
¢ mation not requ1red by the, K exercise: better than three-fourths ; \

Zlncluded greetlngs in thelr .notes, and nine-tenths added a closing. _, : ¢

-

Chl’dren‘ln the Northeastern, Centpal “and Western- reglons . .
. wrote acceptably at approx1mately similar rates; 91y, 89% and *
- 88%, respectlvely. In the Southeast, however, only 78%, of.. the
chlldren responded acceptably. Although boys and girls both had

F . -
. - I little: alfflculty with the exer01se, the girls performed, accept- . (}
. ’ , ably more oftén than the boys: 92% vs. 83%.. The task ‘also ap% - A
. T peared. t9 be less dlfflcult for non-Black chlldren (who reSponded 5 :
T}) - acceptably 92% of tbm tlme,.than it was for Blacks (64%)

Acceptable completlon cf the task 1ncreased w1th parehtal ’ oo
education: children of parents with a high school? education or ' )
better performed best (better than 9 out of 10 produced @ccngtable

. ~ notes), and those whose py;ents.had no high.school experience e
" fared least well Aonly‘3 ount of j’responde acceptably).

rote unacceptablé notes. s \

tended to perform . ‘S
roupg were ‘the’/suburkan :
oth showed” success

.-~ T, One-thlrd df.the inner blty ¢h11dren
) -Nlne—year-slds in the pther STOC catego
near éh .nattional value., The exceptlonal

s , fflng and affluent suburbs; these groups,
tes 5% higher than the nation as a wrole.

t v . . I




| a
| .
:
K
.
%

. >

3 t
F
\

\

‘ \.’Jp

¢

T of a

MISSCoo‘ks Clwa\_s ‘ -
R@Om M{ . 1130PM o

. .

-

Exercise R102 Admlnlstered at Age 9 \
d’ o
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The second sociml wrltlng skill asséssed was the compH51tlon
short' letter of 1nv1*atlon L 4
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- ) ) ' . i} g t
—t - :Exerc1se.u Pretend that you are in Mlss Cook's class. & -, s
' Your class is going to give a play called Chief, . o
. . . .» Wahoo's Surprise.  As you can see, this po stér tells «
RN . about the piay Q \ ‘ ‘
| Write a short letter invitihg.a favorlte friend or . .

- relative to come to see §our play. | Be sure ce put - .

’ in all the ;ﬁformatlon ¥ u'thnk your iend OX ey, P
.\ relathe should know. . § . . b »
é’ (3ppr 1ma§ely 1/2 page“of/;lned space was/bro ded .for the - .
feo _ Yesponse K . ‘

- -
. .

. _ & ' ‘ - . e . \ ) ," ’ ) .
- An acceptable letter - ncluded‘the‘follQW1 : I'Mgntion of the , A
. play, the date, the _time and e place‘ While not required for
. acceptability, some responsés included?a greeting, a closing an
£ . thé name of the sender.

e\»

4
. e
o % . . M . "\ . . > ,\ /
. . . ¢ ¢
- . l
* ’ 2 N - . v ‘ M i
3\ .
. . . EXHIBIT 1-3 LA
\ ’ ry e “ =
N . N -~ -
e , S’ ‘. P'RC{'fAG’S or SBCC!SS s STARRED EPPECTS IlD(Cl.! REL. BL! BIPYZPZIC!S ' N . . R /
. i

! Group REPOPTING ! . s7
gfr $% ETIECT  CATNGORY___ shop ‘

v . T 20 3o w0 so
] * * + - */ :J

P!!CIITIG! or success

I
. \ s - *
M I + hd v o34.3 0 - NATIONAL 'S $00U0000s0a00000000000 00000

X ' . . o i R | " ] o
" s . ) . N 1 - - .
. . REZGION » . [ . "
, ‘ . . b < :’;:’ -8,° - Sont'ﬁgt [00000ecccascsssssccscne : /\ ’ |

\,\
;:}’.

[ )
1
4.5 ' N
5 -2.3 o st e
\ 36.7 1.9 ¢ Central e 000000 cccscsccage \_/; ,:
‘ 3.5 3.8 Northeast oo scscscscagrcscogoee’ . - 7
R B . LI | . 8 !
E/~/ 17 P srx : ) re |
p . -
' ¢ 27.13. =-7.5¢ 7 ¢ . ie LLLY) oo-oo.‘o.o--o-. }"l y Y ~ :
- . 42,7 7.9+ ?. le esee sescseressancecscProgoccece |
o B ‘:":, ! . . O G 1 1 « 1
. . . AN
_ sotan . N [ , - !
b 19.7 -15. 1 N Black esasecsspasionase [} 5 w )
» » 37,5 2.7 . Shite oo.oooooo.-o‘-looooo-o.oooooqoo - - . |
. - 1 ' / o
4 ¢ pareny_sarior | ; ' :
o, : \. 20,9 JF1u, 80 Wo Kigh Schoo’. eeesee’ ol . !
) 29.9 -5,9 Some Bigh Schorl eees | 1
L] 38,1 1.8 Gradisted High Sca!  esse sessesaseyacccage a ¢ 1
N - 89.% 5. 7e Post 'ugh'Sf'nool .o-oojoo-oooo..o.o‘o-ooooo-'.oon ;’ .- Ty
i . - ~% . - . . 1
: . C 1 ).
’ o 2k 27 , i ° \ 4 . {
5.9 =17, 9% !xgr. Itner city LI TTYYS TYTTY Ty 13 1 . ’ 8
€210  -Tien Bxtrest ‘Raral  eeee ssssccoe 1 !
o.r -3l8 | sma.lcity o I - ' .
37.9 .0, edium city o sesegee * 'y !
.9 -2.9 Rest Of Big City eecsce et | . . H
o [TIR] 9.8 Sthutban Pringe ee esccee eohocee .. ]
0.5 5.7 - Extreme WFf Suburb g.oooo.'o-oooooooouooooooooo’oooo , . |
S ' . . N

' . -, . v . >
. Natlonally, less than 35% of the 9—year—olds successfhlly -
+  responded to this exercise. Thé percentage -of ‘acceptable responses
4 for .each region was ¢lose to ghe national valye, but there was a’
"y . ‘ - ' ; P ' “\ < . A‘ * .

’
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. girl

(43%).

.

l. a "

N

large¢d1fferen€é in performance betyeen boys (28% acceptable) a

Thirty-eight percent of the non-Black children
answered acceptably, ‘as did about 20% of the/Black chlldren. 7

; %

\ .
* The more educatlon a 9-year-old's parents, had ,* the more suc-

1nformataon in the letters.

would be. held.
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®essful the child was in agceptably completin “the task. Further, \
inner city’ students'performed least well at’17%; suburban fr1nge~
children responded best about 44%. ' é‘ . 3
, \ « ' -
/(/ Chlldren showed a pattern in-the way they included requlred
.Although 83% of the 9-year-olds _
mentiongd the play, -61% @and 63%, respectlvely, included the da v'
and time "of the play, while only 48%;made reference to where it’ ..
- Less than 33% included-a closing and little over
half .of the childrdm included the name of the sender. .
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- Exércise R103, Admlnistered at Age 9

. ' a . . )
) . . . *
; ~
- L
- -

~ A*hird.social wrltlng\klll this study examined was the ,

~ ability to relay a telephone message . i !
B ‘ / foP t A b ol

. “

’

N

£

Exércise: You\ are go:\ﬂg €o. hear “two people talkmg‘on the tele-
phone. +Oneé is a,,ghl named Mary ‘Brown. The other is someong
just abaut .your ag His name "is Billy. Pretend'that YOU are
Billy, and'LISTE CAREFULLY to what Matry' ask$ B&lly to'do '

(The tape recorded pho%e c0nversat10n between Bllly and Maryn
was played, for the ch:.ldren,. . The .rec?rded ‘dialogue wentf 11ke <
this:) ‘ R ) , R

o - .
¢ \ . - . ¢

BILLY: 'Hello. - - %

* MARY: Herio %ﬁb is thi&
! ® ' <

BILLY: This is Billy.' . ’z

v MARy(: . Bl.iL‘l-y, thls 1s/Mary BroWP Is your 51ster there? .
BILLY- No, shd's at the s..og\/ Y = % )
).\ < . ;‘
MARY: W111 you- glﬁ‘e her a néggage{ for me? ’
‘ hd ~ . . .
BILLY: _Sure, Iaguess so. What.is it?: Si -
. 4 ' -~
4
MARY: This is’ pretty 1mportant‘ Bllly.' Can, you' get . some
' pencil and paper ang erltp it down’>

,BILI';Y-: 0.K. W\alt a minute. (§ause)' I'm ready novg'y' Go T
a ‘ahead ) A - ’
S oA Da * y £
" . MARY; Tell your sister that"I"11 meet her at Jane's 'f
~house at\G o'clock tonxght< Gpt it?

BILLY: No, don’ t go s fast. Sdy.it aéaih.- .
.- PR | . .“
. MMARY: ) T 1sher to. ‘meet_Mary, Bfown at Jane's house at
P 6 o, ‘clock tonlght . Got 1t now? RN |
7 .
BI‘LLY- -I thlzhk, so, 1j me see. ~Meet Mary Brown &t Jane's
house -at 6 o ock tonlg‘ht y

-

. , . .
*‘{;\RY:' That s rlght Bllly, don't forget now. Goodbye.

A

+

. .
}' "
.




. { ) .
Mary askéd BiNy to write a note, didn't  shej Now you will hear
.them again. Pretend that.you are Billy again. .Listen carefully, -
= and this time try to write the nete that Mary asks Billy to write.

"

’ v 4 . .

h o (The conversation was played‘aigain and the children -wtote th
- " required message. . One half of a li‘ned page was provided for the ~-
< ' -résponse.) - S " ) C
v K . .
e - . = . 3
‘s ' . . . . 0’ - ¢ .
» ’ - . . . -
) N To he considered acceptable, the relayed message had ‘to be
. T _ “a.note‘stating four things: the mame of the person tq be met  °
. (either-Mary or Mary Brown) ,-the place (Jane's house), the time
F AP .of “the meeting (6:00 p.m.) and the day (tonight). -
Lo T 4 e . . . L
e s . . 3 . . ‘ A ‘.
Y CL . “ -+ - _EXHIBIT 1-5 ,. : :
) - T L. N = f
. - ¢« " . ¢ .
s . ' N o RERCENTAGES OF SUCC!SS\ STARRED EPFECTS INDICATE ‘RBLXIBI 2 DIP:!RFI_}BS . ’
. ! . e, . i "
'J : v or Guovp ¢ PEPORTING - prrceNTAGE OF soccess | X o
' SUCZES® EERRECT Cs2"GORY ... _GROUP .o : N o -
N R j 4 10 20 30 touR *50 L 60 .- 70 80 90 100
, . + + + L3 L * + + PR D A
, 33,9~ A MATIONAL *  esesessensssessereseteseeg . \ . o N
‘ S . e . N b
{ S ' REGIOY i . . l;
R 22. % ~-8,.8% ~autheast sensegesetesssnsees ; , . i
S 23,7 -1.2 & * West tesssesessseesssseessesne] |
. 36,13 N S, 4 = N rantral LT R PP e P R PP I R P LT L . \
. 33,0 » 2.1 Yor« heu't g-ttta.tattu....u.‘..o.'. . . » { .
& ¢ ) : - ‘ . ' rr : .
’ ‘ SPX - ! : ! .
25.7 =5,2¢ n3le sesssscesbagessenssene, . ' ?
L . 35.1 s.04 remale Cssssnsssnsasssstssensenageese ‘ . Lo o |
. ¢ L . 1} N |
N - ¥ ' et - . - {
COLOR * ’ 1 M o 1
-~ 11.5¢ =194~ . «Blacl Snesscessn ’ i & ‘. \ 1
Yo 34,7 3,8 B Uhit‘ ...........-...........,,,ﬂ. '
> ‘ . S |
y " . b | 0 N y |
{? e - BABZSTAL_EDUCATLON | . - N
o 26,6 5.3 ¥a 4igh School . NeseeseseTeen st ] . '\ |
- 25.5 -5.8 " ‘som¢ High Schogl esssasss s . "
32.4 1.5' Graduated thh' Sch. ssessssssssefe n: - \
q 3 39,9 7.1~ . Post High School /“.‘.”...“...“....”..r:-.... 1
. o SIEZ_Mwp_TrpE T i . . o, hi
OF_COINUNITY 1 . |
e 13,1 -17.6* Extrame Ianer City tsssesscence i . ’ - [} 4
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Nationally, 31% of the 9-year-olds' wrote .nétes including all
four rrequired pieces af information, though a considerably higher
percentage of children included each qﬁ the*individual items .
asked for. Speaificallyy'hv% of the children included: the mame
Mary or Mary .Brown, the place where Mary would be met, the day of =
e ™ the feeting and the time. '%ht_highest percentage of successfui
- . “résponses (83% correct) was to thg itém, "time of meeting." -
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.-Regionally,‘9-year+blds'in‘the Southeast had the lowest per-,
centage of accgptable answers (22%), while those Yiving in the
Centraé part of the country were the most suddessful with 36%

ihg acceptably. Boyd were generally 5% less successful
and girls. 5% more successful” than #4he nation as a whole. -
Less than 12% of Blacks comple%ed,the'ex¢rcise acgeptably, ’
although 35% ‘of thése in the non-Black group’ did so. Following
the national pattern, the best response to an individual item by
. those classified according to color was fo "time of meeting.™ )
For example, although only one out of eight Black childrén fihished °
the wible exercise successfully, over 71%.of all Black 9-year-olds
acceptably recorded the meeting*s time.- /
x4 . - . . . .
" Generally, the moreneducatid§§£he @aredts had, the. greater ,

.+ “the level of*the children's success. ‘Nine-ykar-olds whose parents

received no -or only some high school education gave acceptable
answers at levels of 25% and.26%, espectively, in contrast to .

. children of parents with post high school educations. They com-
pleted the task acceptably 38% of the time?! . ) .

3

. . Fewer 9-year-oL&g from ,the inner city-gave acqepté%f; answers
(13% correct) than children from subdrban fringes and the small
cities. The percentages of success for the latgek two groups
|

wered 34%, while children from the affluent subu
" of 30s%. < .
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Bxercise R104, Acministered at Age 9

" :\‘ - te ‘ - . ]

Inskeeping with Objeetive I, this exer01s¢ measured,a writlngf;

skill necessary in a social 51tua§10n- the addres51ng of an
envelope. . . . -

-~

»

v ’

Exetrcise: Mary Smith lives at. 100 Main Street in 3}
Hopsqp, Ohio. The zip code, for- Hopson is -45601.
Mary's grandmother lives at' 475.Cactus Land in
Sunshdne, Arizpna, Her name is Mrs.»Robert Smith,
-and her zip code is\86001.° v

. ‘ * - i ’
pretffend that Mary wants to send a letfer to her ,
grandmothes, . How should she addregs the envelope?
Fill out the envelope Below the way\ Mary 'should.
Make .sure you write down everzthlng that should go
on the envelope. ‘ .

» -

7 *




name and house number

©. namey, - street and house number, and city and state,
: old included a zip eode in either address, it had to'be éqkrectly
t r

. in their ‘proper places on the envelopg:

6/' 2 “ -
An acceptable response contained 51x p1eces of 1nformatlon/

the.sender's 'name,
and c1ty and statea and the addressee's
If a 9-year- .

i T —6entered. A response was unacceptable if required 1nforma
| \\‘a left out or included 1ncorrectly. . . v o ’
. A foan .- < N . ) ¢
- ¢ v - - ) 2 W - / o .
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N Twenty-elght percent ‘of the 9- year-olds correctly entered-
. , ~ the six regquired items,.69% responded in an vnacceptable -manner,
‘ and 3% 'did not respond at all, - Of the 97% who dig respo d, many .
/ : exhibited-the following patterni greatest success ‘at e terlng
the required name (either Mary Smith n the, sender's a ress or
Mrs. Robert Sm1th in the receiver's ddress), somewhat. leSs stic~
cess in including the ‘street and homg¢ number’ (100 Matih Street
.and 475 Cactus Lane)- and least success in enterlng the
(Hopson, Ohio, and Sunshine, Arizona). )
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’ i Those- chlldren Yiving 1n the Northeast had the hlghest per- RN .
centage of siccess with this exercise- (pe:forming 9% above the ', o :
R national Tig ) . while those residing in the West were the lei't . -
+ ~° successful. : Gir)s scored 19% hlgher than boys, and non-Black
, 9-year-olds showed a higher, rate of success. than cHildren in the * ;g?) ..
~— ... Bldgk group. . - s .
[T . R N -
,,;%5,?‘: f ez, . R ‘ % T *
S Those whose pare;af had” a post hlgg school educqtlon gave . -
= ; . acceptable»responses d, as the amount- of parental. education - N

declined, the.percent 'of successful ‘responses also, decreased-\\,”,p’””

* _ Children of parents with some high school experlenee &+d not

- ’ follow this general pattern. as a group, they had more 'success

"than chlldren reportlng ‘one parent .who hkad finished h1gh school,

N;ne-yea -olds in the inner city 4roup did less than half ‘as
. well as 9-year*-¢lds-nationally,” amd the extreme rural children
e perforMed.only slightly bettexr than their-inmner city cousins.
\;L./“”J -Children in the urban fringe, medium cities, and small cities
‘ classifieations %cored about, equally well and ere second in level _

E of success to 9-year-olds from- the affluent suburb category: ’-
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PAruntext providea by eric [ o

Exercise R20l, Administered at Age 13

~a

Exercise R201 called for the same social writing skill as
R102-twriting an informal letter of 1nV1tatlon.

Exercise:
the city to the country.

v

About three months ago: Leo Logan moved from
His father bought a farm, and

now Leo's address is Rebel Road, Rural Dellvery No. ‘1,

Harris,

Nebraska 69000. =

Leo likes the countr)}, but he misses hig 0ld friend Ozzie

Drake.

Leo's mother says, "Why don't you write to Ozzie

and invite him to visit us for a weak this\summer?"

Write Leo's letter of invitatlion to Ozzie.

(Approximately 1-1/2 pages of lined space were prCV1ded for -the

response.)

I

s
In order for the letter to be considered acceptable, it had

&

”

to 1nclude an 1nV1tatlon to Ozzie.
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Nationally, about 9 out of 10 (91%) l3-year-oids answered
acceptably. Regionally, those from the Southeast were slightly
below the nation (88%), while teenagers living in the/ other >
reglons of the country had percentages of success closer to the
nation as a whole.

\

L 4

Females scored 6% higher than thé males. Thirteen-year-olds
1n the inner city -and extreme rural categories were, respectively,
‘14% and 10% below the nation as a whole, wh11e those from the
suburban frlnge were 5% higher. . \Q

Non-Blacks scored a little above the national figure (934,
while Blacks were somewhat below at 83%. Teenagers of _parents
wigh some high school: .education had rates of success 8% below
the natiohal .value and 10% below 13-year-olds whose parents grad-
uated from high school

F3d

- ' -

L 3

1™

S~




Exercise R202, Administeredat_Age 13
Ll .- g\\‘\ . ®
\‘ A .
This exercise overlaps Exercise R104; and measured the social
writing skill of addressing an envelope. .

Exercise: Mary Smith lives at 100 Main Street in Hopson,
Ohio. The zip code for Hopson is 45000. Mary's grand-
mother lives at 475 Cactus Lane in Sunshlne, Arizona.

Her name is Mrs. Robert Smith,, and her zip code is 86001.

Pretend that Mary wants to send a lefter to her grand-~
- mother. How should she address the envelope? ‘' Fill out
the envelope below the way Mary ‘should. Make sure you'
write down everythlng that sQould go on the envelope.

~

-

<

An acceptable response included six pieces of 1nformat1qn
in their proper places on the envelope: the sender's name, street
and house number, and city and state. If a 13-year-old included

7
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0 ' a zip.code in either address, it had to be correctly entered.
- Required information left out or included incorrectly resulted
! in an unacceptable answer.
, EXHIBIT 1-9 ] Yy
- N R .
. SPRCENTAGES OF SUCCESS STARRED EPPECTS INDICATE FELIABLE DIFPERENCES
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' Seventy-eight percent of the 13-year-olds addressed their -
envelopes acceptably by including all the required pieces of
information, 3% of the teenagers did not respond- at all, and 19%,
wrote unacteptable laddresses. Of those. responding, most seemed
to have less difficulty with the first item on each address,
. little more difficulty with the hext item, and so on. "The patt
L4 . ] . . . |
is displayed in Exhibit 1-10. : C
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" EXHIBIT 1-10.

89 ! 89
—

86

Il

- Hary 100 °
* Smith Main
- . ¢ . St
’

Hopson,

Ohio

- Mrs

Robt,
Seith

a5
Cactus
Lane

—t

Sunshine,
Aritona

¥

Return Address

Recapiént's Address

A

Those 13-year-olds lfving in the Southeast had a success
rate 6 percentage points lower than the national value, and 11%.
lower than ‘the teenagers. living in the Northeéast (the regional
group that performed most successfully). Females acceptably -
addressed théir envelopes more often than did males (the differ~-
ence in performance was 16%), and non-Blacks answered somewhat
above (4%) the national figure, while Blacks were.18% below it.

3 -
. Teenagers whose parents were educatéd beyond high school had
the highest percentage of success with this exercise; the lower
the level of parental education, the loweér the level of success
with the: exercise. ’ - s/ " . .~
. Inner city 13-year-6lds and those in the extreme rural cate-
gory were less successful (16% and 11% below the national rate,
respectively)- than those from the rest of big city, small cities,
suburban fringes, and affluent suburbs~--all of those respondents
being close to one another in their rates of acceéptable responses,
Teenagers from medium cities gave acceptable responses most often,
. 9% abgve the nation. . ' o .

*
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Exercise R203, Administeredvat Age 13

(/" This exercise (which overlaps .Exercise R103) asked respon-
dents to leave a written message. . .

Exercise: You are going. to hear a telephone conversatlon between
two boys, Al and. Ben. During the conversatlon, you will discover
that Ben-is going to, have to write a note to his mother. 'Listen
parefully to find out the things that Ben will have to say in his
ote. (Children then listened“to the conversation reproduced
below. It was not prlnted in the children's boqgklet.)

(NOW, LISTEN TO THE PHONE CONVERSATION)

AL: Hey, Ben, thls is Al. I called you to remind you you'fe

supposed to come down to my house for supper tonight
before, the: game. .

BEN: Oh yeah, I remember. Your mother and father are going to
pick me up on the way back from the barbetr shop. What-tlme
do you think you'll get here?

‘

AL: Oh, around 5. 0'clock. .

BEN: O0.K. I'd better leave a note for-my mother. She won' £
be home until 5:30 and maybe ﬁhe s fargotten that I won 't
be eating at home.

AL: You'd better remind Her of the ball game, too. She's
supposed to pick us up afterwards, isn't she?

BEN: That's right. Your father is takfng us to the game but
my moOther is bringing ps home. Thanks for reminding me.
I'll write the hote right away.

You will now have another chance to hear the conversation between
Al and Ben. Listen to it carefully again and then, when the boys .
have finished talking, write the note that you think Ben should
leave for his mother.

(The conversation was reépeated again.) .
(Approximately 1/2 page of lined space was prov1ded for the
response.) v 3

An acceptable message had to 1nclude the following: (1)
going to Al's house for dinner, (2) Al's father taking them to the
game, and (3) Ben's mother picking the boys up after the game.

ry -

19 .




6.3 K

60.9 .

w 74,1 .

-~
8.9  -28.2¢
7.2 6.0%
v .. R

84,5 -22,6¢
, 545  =12.6e

64.8 .« -2.6
‘ 73.8 6.6%

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

L]
2
. . 9
<,
L
A}
v .
- X
l h >
LY \ .
-, .
TR, EXHIBIT 1-11 ¢
B L ‘
B PERCEYTAGES OF 30CCESS STARRED BPPECTS INDICATE RELIABLE DIPPEPENCES »
-~ -
% or GRCOF RZPOPTING Y PERCENTAGE OF SUCCESS
SUCZESS  ERRRCT CATBGORY __ ___GEoU®
. o 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 30 100
o + + + + + + + + + +
67.1 LI NATIONAL OO IN NI T NN ENNAINNNILINNNNIIEIIINIANIINIIOLY i
' 1 t
’ i i
BEgron s . | |
$7.5 -9, 6¢ Southeast O e 0000000000000 08e00etrtrttttsstttetssss ] |
73.9 5.9 West (a4 Ll LRI IR LIl L I I T e L L L e I L 1
7.9 3.7 Central NN E It srNs Ittt sINteststsstestsssstssssssgoes {
=224 sortheast T EEEEEEIN st NIENNNNNNTINNIINEIEIEINIIIEIIITIISISS | R 1
’ i i
¢ |
SEX . | ]
=6.3* HALE o $000 SN st rstnsrratstesissisIttIenessssssssstiasses 1 1
.00 Temale o'ooo-.oo--oonoog.-oo.ooo---ooooooooo-o-.n-000toooo'-n..o 1
* o . l 1
5 1 i
COLOR | 1
Black BOSIS0NISAN00I00SISSISISETIN IS | ~ [}
white NI I EIT NI ISRIEEIETLOsItAtItettatisssnstssstnsssqossen 1
. T 1
o 4 i
- RAENTAL ZDYCATION 1 ¢
%o High School .o‘o-oou.-o.oooo.‘...-o_.o:.oo--o.ooo t 1
Some Jigh -School FOOISSSESIAPEELIB SIS SESINNEINSINSIS ettt nts 1 §
Gradvatdd Hagh Sch. A AL L g R LR L R T T T T T 1
Post digh School - BTN EAIEIIEINIE STatNEINNSIIISITINTEINSEEIITEETSEETINESNOS ]
. ¢ t i
SIZE_AND_YTIPE . - . 1 1
OF CONRUNITY 4 - 1 1
38.3 -28.3 Extreme Inner Caty * hadddddd "RALIIIIL AL LA AR I ddddd T4 . ] 1
5649 -11.2 EXtreme RUTALl & So0K06n000000000000000000880088000080888860000 | 1
1.5 4,3 Small city I S00000000000 0ottt ttttttitttttttbtbitthttitttttottos Mol t
69.5 2.4 Yedfum City haddddd Al AL R A Dy e A T T R AR T A T I T R R T T ‘e §
68.9 2.4 rest Of Big City SN E000400008080500000000000000000ev0sssssttssnes [} ]
69,2 1.0 Sshurban Pringe AL AL LI D I R R R T P P R R TR P R P PR T R T I
. 771 9.9 2xtreme Aff Suburd Oo.o...a.o.o.n..o..-...-....o...OO‘...O......“-....0’..000...‘ t

~

2

-

> Q.
A :
Yan t

‘.

.

* Nationally’ two-thirds of the 13-year-old$ responded accept-
ably to this exercise. Regionally, Western teenagers had the’
highest rate of acceptable responses (73%), and, K Southeastern teen-
ager®“had the lowest (58%). Generally, /femaleés were more suc--
cessful than males (by 13%), and pon-Blacks (73%) fared better
than Blacks.(39%). Thirty-nife percent of the inner city teen-
agers wrote acceptabl® notes, while those in the other STOC cate-
gories performed progressively higher with the affluent_suburb
group having the highest: rate of all, 77%. The exception to this
upward pattern involved teenagers from the suburban fringe--the
rate of acceptable responses there was 1% above the national .
value but somewhat below .the rate for teenagers in small places.

A simila¥* upward movement appeared in the parental éducation cate-
gory: 1l3-year-olds whose parents had mo or only some high school -
education were 23% below the national figure while teenagers

whose parents had a post high school education were 7% above &he

national value.
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Exercise R301, Administired at Age-1l7 ¥ -
? - . " -
9 _ v
Like Exercises RY03 and ‘the precediny exercise, this exex- .
cise assessed the ability to relay a written message. » -

+

-

' ’

P

Exercise: You are going tq'hear a teléphone conversation Between

two gjrls, Peggy and Carel. During the conversation, you will .
discover that Carol is going to have to write a note to her

mother. Listen carefully to-find out the things that Carol will _ °
have to 'say in her note. /Youngsters then listened to the con- “
versation reproduced below._ It was not printed in their booklet.)

/ - . N
(NOW LISTEN TO THE PHONE COVERSATION) ¢ he g

CAROL: Hello.
PEGGY: Hello,.Carol. This is Peggy. I called to remind ybu'that.(r
* you. are supposed to come to my house- for .supper tonight %
before the rehearsal. ’

CAROL: Yes, I remember. You and your mother afe’goin to pick
mé .up on your way back from the store. What time do .7
you think you'll  get here?

[N

PEGGY: Oh, about 5, I guess. - ‘

P

. CAROL: Then I'd better leave a note for ‘my mother. &he won't :
LT . be home until 5:30 and she may have forgotten I _won't be ' L

eating at home. ‘ . .
PEGGY: You'd better remind sher about the rehearsal, too. She's
supposed to pick us up afterwargs, isn't she? -
. * . F .
CAROL: That's right. ' Your mother is taking.us to the rehearsal 7 ot
*  but my mother is supposed to bring us home. Thanks for 2 -
reminding me. 1I'll write a note right away. )

p- . S Co
You will now have another chance to hear the conversation between
Peggy and Carol. Listen to it carefully again and then, when th2 »
‘girls Lave finished talking, write the note that you think Carol

shoiild leave for her mother. .

« R ’ . ) 4 ° 3

(NOW LISTEN TO THE PHONE CONVERSATION AGAIN) ‘ ) :> |’
(Approximately 1/2 page of lined space was providéﬁ for the
response.) . ’ : ’

-

\

21




-

\ : .
’ ggi ‘ , , . @
An acceptable response included the followyirg: .a note which
stated that: - (1) carol is going. to Peggy's house for dinner,
"(2) Peggy's mother is taking them to the rehearsal (or, the reader
should be able to infer this i formation), and (3) Carol's mother
. should pick them up after the rekearsal. A resoonse that was
o not acceptable omitted any of the pieces of informatign above.

EXHIBIle:lZ'

e
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' Seventy-nine percent of the. 17-year-oids-wrote acceptable
s notes. Regionally, teenagers’in the West had rates of accept-
* ability 7% higher than the nation as a vhole,” ard 15% higher than
o those in the Southeast. Females wrote Acceptable notes 12% more
often than males, and were 6% higher than the nation as a whole.
) Eighty-four percent of the notes written by non-Black 17-year-
“* . olds were acceptable, as were 54% of those written by Blacks.

In the size and typé of community category, inner city teen-

, agers gave acceptable answers_at a rate 18% belcw the national .
! ‘ figure, while those in the affluent subdfblgfougzresponded accept-~

ably 15% more often than the nation. Teendgers whose parents
had gome or no high sghgol education gave fewer acceptable re- -
sponses (67% and 64%, rBspectively) than did those whose parents
were high school graduates (86%) or whose parents received post
high school education (85%). -

' . 3 * »
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directions.” -

>
- . )

’ . ‘k ]
" 'Exescise R302, Administered at Age 17 RS
? - \ . , . —

L]

This exercise assessed the ability of 17-year-olds to write
step-by-step dire~tions, a writing skill necessdry for communi-
cating processes .and procedures in social and other kinds of
séttings. '

-

- Exercise: When we make or do.-something, we usually
follow certain pfocedures. There are certain ‘steps . .
to follow ,in baking hread, tarring a roof, cutting a
pattern, ‘painting a House, repairing a car, developing
film, changing a tire, and other such activities.

. Choose something that you know how to make or do.
Describe from the beginning the steps that you follow
in order to make it or do it. Mdke the directions .
as simple and clear as possible. Someone who is .not
familiar with the -process that you are describing
should be able to understand and follow your directions.

»

»

(Approximately 1-1/4 bages of lined space were provided for the
response.) ‘.

! R o .
PR A d
.

An acceptable response must include all steps needed to follow
the procedure, Acceptable responses were subdivided into one of
two categories: (1) acceptable and specific--the respondent lists
all important steps with specific information that would enable
the reader to do the job correctly; or (2) accepthable-but not

"specific~-the Yespondent mentions all the important steps, but
" does not give enough detail. to enable the reader to do the job

correctly.  For example, a recipe is given, but there is-no men-*
tion of the quantity of the ingredients. Unacceptable responses,
omitted a step necessary for the procedure, or gave the reader _
insufficient information to follow the procedure. For_ example, a
description was given of how to change a tire but omitted pulling
on the parking brake or placing-the car in "park." Another

example concerns cutting a pattern and only states, "follow the .

3
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! N Better. than three out of four 17-year-olds wrote acceptable’”
directions though only 59% wrote directions that were specific .
(Exhibit 1-14). N h .
| Regionally, aéceptable and specific 'directions appeared most
often in the West--almost 6% above the national level~-while
| those in the Southeast were 13% below the nation as a whole. )
\ Directions written by teenagers living in the Central and North-
eastern regions were close to the national figure. Nonspecific
acceptable.essays (Exhibit 1-13), written in the West and North-
east regions, were close to the national percentage; thoge in -
the Southeast am® Central parts of the country were below the
nation as a whole.

Acceptable -and spécific essays were written by a slightly
larger ﬁé{centage of ‘fémales than m¥les; the gap increased to 5% .
when acceptable but both specific and nonspdcific ess3gys weres
included. Black teenagers wrote-considerably fewer acceptable
and specific essays (20% less than the national rate), while _ <
non-Black 17-year-olds scored slightly above (3%) the figure for
Ppe the nation. - - N . .

As parental .education increased, the péfcentage of those
writing acceptable and specific directions also increased. ‘For
example, teenagers of parents with only some high school experience
"scored 10% below the nation as a whole, while those whose parents’
enjoyed a post high school education wrote acceptahly at a rate

* 6% above the national- fiqure. ° : o

- . Q
]

£ Turning to the size-and type of community category, l7-year-
olds from the inner cities performed less successfully than the
nation as a whole} those from the affluent suburbs were somewhat

, more successful than teenagers nationally; and those from the . °(‘ . .
© other communities all ranged relatively close'te the national.
figure. s : :
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(1.

Exercise %4bl, Administered ‘to Adults

s

This exercise,’administered to adults, overlaps R302. It
asked gdults to write. step- by—step dlrectlons.

follow certaln procedures. There are certain gteps

to follow 1n baking bread, tarrlng a roof, .cutfing a
pattern, palntlng a house, repairing a.car, developing
film, changing a tire, and-:other such activities. .
Choose something that vou know how to make or do. In

the space .below,, describe from the beginning the steps

that, you follow in order to make it or do it. Make

the dlrectlons as simple and clear as possible. Someone -

who is not familiar with the process ‘that¥you are de- ,
scribing should be able to understand and follow youx ) o
directions. : T

€

Exercise: When we make or do something, we us%jlly

2

(Approximately 1-1/4 pages of lined Space wete provided for the
responsgs=) . . .

\
~ I 4 e :

Acceptable responses had to include all the_steps needed to

‘/complete the described task.. These responses were divided into
two.groups: ,acceptable but not specific (listing all the steps
“but with 1nformat10n 1nsuff1c1ent to allow the reader. to perform.
the described act1v1ty),'and acceptable and specific (listing.
all the steps in sufficient detail to allow ¥pe reader to perform
the task described). Unacceptable responses omitted steps nec-"
essary for successful completion of the task. ’

. n

.
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Fifty-seven percent of the adultshwrote acceptable directions
(Exhibit 1-16), as did three-fourths of the teenagers. Thlrty—
seven percent wrote acceptable and specific responses agaln
demonstrating a drqp from the almost three-out-of-five perrormance
for 17-year-olds. . . . ' -

percentage of acceptable, but not specific responses )(E bit 1-15):
‘non-Blacks scored 3% higher than the nation. - Howewer, there :
were several important differences among the’ accéptable and spe-
cific responses. The two lower parental education groups had
percentages 8 to 11 points below the national figure (37%), ~-
whike the pOst/hlgh schdbi’group S performance was 13 points -

. above the. .national ‘levef. . The inner city's percentage of spe=
c1f1c responses was less than half the national percentage;

There was'only'cne significant variation fromv§he_natlonal
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Exercises R402 and R303 ‘ ; R

Administered to Adults and 17-Year-0Olds

~

L4
Describing events in sequential order is defined to be a
social writing skill. This exercise assessed the performance of
both 17-year-olds and adults in describing an event in an orderly
manner. . ¢

Exercise: Here is a ciagram of an automecbile accident.
Study the diagram for a while and then in the space below
describe the accident in your own words.
: |
(Approximately 1-1/2 pages of lined space were providdy for the
- response.) R «

Insur » with Interstate

Branch Office: Date of accident: June 24, 19
301 State Rd. Time of accident: 6:45 a.m.
Apaloosa, Ga. —_ F v
g g
5 ] .
e | g - -
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ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

«

An acceptable response had to include at least four of the
following five items: (1) the name of the street each car
traveled, (2) the direction each car was headine, (3) the color
of the traffic light for each auto, (4) the fact that each car
was turning, and (5) the fact that a collision occurred. An
unacceptable response included a mistake of major proportions:
for example, the statement that car 1 had a yellow light, or
that car 2 was turning right made the response unacceptable.’
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The results of this exercise showed some striking differences
'between l7-y«=ar~-old and adult performances; nationally, 52%-of
the teeghagers (Exhibit 1- -17) acceptably completed this exercise
while only 38% of the adults did so (Exhibit 1-18).
17-yeat-o0lds in all four areas tended to show roughly the same
percentage of acceptable responses as the nation with those in
the Central region having a slightly higher rate than the others.
Adult responses by region were also fairly well clustéred near
the natiomal value with the Southeast 9% lower than the rational

Regionally,

a higher percentage of acceptable responses- (43%) than

(33%).

less successful (3% less) than yere teenage glrls.
groups of teenagers, however, results were hlghe; than were those
for the corr=zsponding adult groups. |

For both

Black rsspondents had success rates below the nation as a

Blac teenagers were 31% below while adults were 8% below.
Non-Black teenagers and adults both had -acceptable response rates
slightly higher than the national value.

Teenage boys, on the other hand, were sllghg}y




Variations according tp parental education appeared to be
larger, for 17-yedr-olds than they did with young ‘adults. Not
surprisingly, this pattern also-applied at the oppcsite end of
the educational continuum; teenagers and young adults whose par-
ents experienced a post high school education had acceptability
rates above their respective national figures.

. Teenagers from affluwes t suburbs and medium cities did some-
what better (8% and 6%, respectively) than the national figure !
and considerably better than their peers in rural areas and inner
cities (both were 11% below the nation). Similarly, adults
living in the affluent suburbs performed 12% higher than the
national rate and-18% and 19% highér, respectively, than people
in the extreme rural and inner city categories.

A
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13~-year-clds and l7-year-olds.

Exercises R103, R203, and R301l,

Administered to 9-, 13-, and 17-Year-0lds =
: ‘ | /
By comparing the similar exercises adminmistered to 9-year-
olds, l3-year-olds, and l7—yeaf-olds, success in giving accept-
able responses can be seen to ‘increase with.age: the national
rate for accéptable answers went from a low of 31% for 9-year-
olds, to67% for l3-year-olds, to a high of- 79% for l7-year-olds,
When the performances are broken down by region, sex, parental
educatlon, color, and size and type of community, the laraest
increase is between ages 9 and 13 rather than between 13 and 17.

For example, there is a larger difference in performance of North-
eastern 9-year-olds and l3-year-olds than between Northeastern

-~

o

Regionally, 9-year-olds had their greatest percentage of
success n the Central area, their lowest in’ the Southeastern
region. For l3—year—olds nd for 1l7-year-olds, the highest rate
of success was found in the West (some 6% and 7%, LespectLVeLy,
above the national figure), while the lowest rate was in the
Southeast (10% and 8%, respectively, below the national percentage )

’

In all age groups, females generally gave a higher percentage
of accepLable responses than did males--a 10% difference for 9-
year-olds, a' 13% difference for 1l3-year-olds, and 12% for l7-year-
olds. Non-Black students in all three age groups generally
scored slightly above the national rate, Black students rated
below for this kind of exercise--19% below for 9-year-olds, 28%
beleow for 1l3-year-olds, and 24% below for 17-year-olds.

Regardlng parental education, both 9-year-olds and 13- year—
olds had the highest success rates when their parents had a post

= high ®chool education, though this was not true of l7-year-olds.

-

-Excepting children in the inner ‘city category, most of the
9- year-olds grouped around the national value. For 13 ar-olds,
both inner city and extreme rural teenagers wece well gggfw the

nation as a whole, while those from affluent suburbs weri above
the’ national figure. The same pattern, roughly speaking; held
true for the 17-year-olds with the addition of the suburban fringe
group to those scoring above the national average.

Ky




CHAPTER 2

OBJECTIVE II: WRITE TO COMMUNICATE ADEQUATELY
IN A BUSINESS OR VOCATIONAL' SITUATION

The 10 exercises measuring the tecond objective asked res-
pondents to fill out application forms, write formal letters of
invitation, and fiil out order forms for merchandise. The over-
all rates of success varied with exercises, though respondents
from different regions, of different sexes, etc., often performed
at different levels of success. Those levels, which are reflected
in the orderings of the respondent groups, are shown in Exhibit
2-1. . ®

EXHIBIT 2-1. Number of Exercises for Each ‘
Group of Respondents

Reporting ) ) :
Category Group . Order Position
Region "1 2 3 4 5 6 1
Norzyéast 9 1
Southeast .. 1 9
Central 1 8
West 1 9
Sex 3 .1 i 3 4 5 6 7
Male : 10
g _ Fenmale 10
Color ' 1 2 3 4 5 6 1
Non-Black 10

p Black" 10
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! EXHIBIT 2-1 (cont.)

Reporting : ~
Category Group . Order Position .
4
Size and Type ’ '
‘of Community 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
) . " Rural 1 4 6
Small City 1 2 4 3
Affluent Suburb 6 .2 2 .
Suburban Fringe 2 4 2 \i\\ 1
Medium Size City 2 2 4 1 >l 1
Big City 1 3 2 3 1
Inner City 1 V1 8
Parental Education - 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 °
No High School 4 6
Some High School 1 5 .4 .
High School Graduate ) 9 1
Post High School 10 %

A}
»

Typically, regional performances were highest in the NortH-
east, with positigns in the orderings decreasing in the Centra},
West, and Southea regions. Females typically performed at s
highér rates than males, non-Blacks.better than Blacks. Usu ly,

. respondents ‘from affluent suburbs and suburban fringe areas per-
‘formed better than persons from other sizes and types of com-
munitfies, followed by persons from medium and small cities. Rural
respondents generally scored higher than those from the 'extreme
innex city. : . *
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Exercise R105, Administered at Age S

13 N ’ ’
Filling out blanks-is a common business/vocajkional task
falling under Objective IJ. This exercise presented an informa-
tion blank to 9-yéar—qlds: W ]

t

Exercise: Fill in the blanks below. 'DoAnot use your oo
K own name. Each boy should call himself Adam Baker Carson.
Each girl should call herself Alice Baker Carson. You

may make up the rest of the information.
F) - ' . e

NAME: : i : : _
) last B first , " midd'e initial
ﬁ P ? '
_ADDRESS:: : ] .
number street ' city or town state
- . . . j - 'd
. ’ \

ZIP CODE:

DATE OF BIRTH: . _ ’
: "~ month day ‘ year

TODAY'S DATE: .

& -
.

An acceptable response included the following items in their
proper order: (1) the name Adam or Alice Baker Carson (last name
first); (2) street and number; (3) a city or town; (4) a state;y
(5) a zip code; (6) a month, day and year of birth; and (7) today's
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date (menth, day,~wear). Not acceptable: an error or deletion
in any of the required pieces of information made the entire
response acceptable. - .

- -~

s

EXHIBIT 2-2

\\\PBRCBITAGES OP SUCC®SS STARRED BPPECTS INDICATE RELIABLE DIFPRRENCES

or Gl0UP REPORTING
SUCCE3S  EPPECT  CATEGORY _ .\ __GROOP

] N
16.1 --- WATIONAL \
* 4
FHI 0L
12,5 3.5 Southeakt
4.7 -1.8 Ves
16.5 0.5 entral
17.9 3.9 Nottheast
. .
* S {)
SEX
15.6 -0.4 Male
16.5 0.4 Yemale
soLor .
g 5.2 -10.8¢ - Black
18.2 2,2¢ White
BABENTAL_¥DUCATION
16.0 -0.1 No High School
5.5 -10,5¢ Some Righ School
17.8 1.7 Gradyated R‘-h Sch.
22.1 6.0 Post Rigu school
.
¢ SIZE_AMK TYR2
’ QF_CORNOSITY
5.1 =10, 9% Extreme Inner City
13.8 -2.3 Extrere Rural
15.1 “0.9 * Sm«tl City
1.4 ° 2,3 nedium City
12.3 ~3.8 Rest Of tig City
17.7 1.6 Suburban Pringe
23;0 6.9 Extreme Aff Suburb

Only 16% of the nation's 9-year-olds completed th

o

s

PERCEXTAGE O® SUCCESS

0 10 ‘20 30 40 $0 60, 10 80
+ + + + + + + + +
Hesnstesuveny
v I
] -

;‘...Q.O.l. )
Sesessssesss \
¢Satuesavangns
sessusesIssREgene
A |

|
sestosseegeney
esssessserseny

|

1

seese :
SesssssErINSEYee

!
I
* |
ssesesesssseny
e en Lad
sesesseeNsage
ssessssssenasptogese
o .
A
|
e -
*eesssessare | .
ssssssssesns
LA AT AT I Y T
sssssessens
*sesseesssnseyse
AR LI I LTI Y]

2

7

z

e exercise

v . .correctly, thougl the seven required piecés of information were

" not equally difficult for all

oups of respondents.

About 56%

entered the fictitious name correctly (24% were boys, 32% were
girls) and 70% entered last name first, given name, and middle
name (whether they used the required names or some other ones) .
About'75% filled in the number and street, 7.3% wrote down the

city or town, and 71% and .73% correctly reported in the name of
the state and the zip code number. *

"Date of birth" was ggccessfully entered by 52% of the

s

9-year-olds~--again, proper order didn't seem to be the over-

whelming problem:

able to fill in "today's date" without error.

ERIC

. _ i
.
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60% got the order correctly--and 68% were




- T Ques®ions have been raised about the dlfflculty‘Q -year-olds |> r~

> * have using a fictitious name and how that difficulty might affect - \or

. their-” total score for the exercise. i -

R When we ignored the requlrement of using Adam or Alice Baker
Carson, the percentage of children who completed all parts of

the exercise correctly jumped from 15% to 30%. .

Regionally, 9-year-olds inh the Northeast tended to be more
successful. than the rest of the country, while those in the South-
east tended to be less successful.

~

rm—

Boys and girls differed in their abilities to successfully
F handle parts of the form: myre girls generally gave acceptable
responses than %oys. For exdmple, the date was filled in cor-
rectly by 63% of the boys and 73% of the.girls, the part of the
exercise where male-female performance differences were laragest. é
: ) In general, the male-female dlf‘Erencés in the performances on
the other parts were small. ) g
Nofn-Blacks tended to do better than' Rlacks. Nationally, 5%
of the Black and 18% of the non-Black 9-year-olds completed the
exercise without a mistake. As indicated before, the rate of
acceptable responses went up after the name blank was filled in.
For example, the zip code was entered acceptably by 76% of the
non-Blacks and 63%.0f the Blacks.
N
Typically, the higher the level of the parents educatlon,
’ the greater the success rate of the respondents. Natlonally,
there was an anomaly to this pattern: respondents whose parents ’
had no* high school education were very close to the national
mean, while those with parents of some high school .education were
.11% below the national figure. Thereafter, the results for res-'
pondents whose parents had graduated from high school or who had
post high school education 'were again above the national value
(2% and 6%, respectively). A more typical -xample of the.
influence of parental education can be seen by lodvking at the
rates of success for entering "today's date." The percentages
. of success go ffom a low of 9% below the national value (for ,no
high school edutation), to a high.or 8% above (post high school °
educatlon) . -

w

Typlcally, results for size and type’ of Communlty levels
went £frém a low in the inner cities to a high 1n the affluent
suburbs. ©Other areas (extreme rural, rest of b1g city, .medium

'

-

15, c. Mellon, "Roundtable Rev1ew," Research in the Teaching of
English, vol. 6, 1972, pp. B6Ff.
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Exercise R106, Administered at Age 9 ’
’ . \
y ' Exercise R106 pardllels R105: both aré concerned with mea-
- suring respondents' performances im filling out appkications.
v ‘ ' .
. . A ‘:
e ‘ Exercise: Fill in the lines below. Do not use your
own tname here. Each boy should call himself Adam Baker
Carson. Each girl should call herself Alice Baker Lo
Carson. You may make ap the rest of the information. -. “ X
+ * y e
.\ o o
> - \
4 .~ _ . o~ .
first name middle initial //"\ last name
7, :
2. 0 *
i street address /
3. A
city or town . State | zip code N
% 1 4 DATE OF BIRTH:. _ S
S ' n\gnth day year L
\ Y ' ‘ .
TFODAY'S DATE: __
\ K » o 4

~
“ A . -~

An acceptable response included the following items in their
proper order: (1) Jthe name.Adam or Alice Baker Carson (first
- name first, etc.); (2) the street;and number; (3). city or town; ?
" (4) state; (5) zip code; (6) birthday (in order),; month, day
and year; and (7) today's date (month, day, year). Not accept- o
able: an error or deletion in any of the required pieces of
information made the entire response unacceptable.

\
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: EXHIBIT 2-3

PERCPNTAGES OF SU77R85  STARPED EPPECTS IVDICATE P2.1AuLE DI*PEvENCE,

- ../

- + -
% F Gooyp REPNRTING < PEPCENTAGE OF SUTCESS
SUCCEan ERRECT CATZGORY, .. ___GROUP “ .
] 10 20 30 s¢ . 50 53 T B
- - - > + . 4 + . M . ., R .
R .-- NATTONK: eecvescney -
o - \ 3
. | w 1
s REGION i ; .
8,/ -31.0 A Spu»east sesemike | - - R
8.1 2.9 West sereeres ¢
1.0 1.3 Central eexcatnseyge . .
15,1 3.7 Nottheast ssasevessgese .
! i
! - o - . .
E194 1 "
.0 -1.6 Kale essvranney a} - .
13,3 1.7 Pamale ssrevecerges ’1 B . . :
P e 4 4 . . ¢
[ :
CoLIR | \ “ “ 5
6.7 -5.6% . 8lacy senses § t . . .
12.9 1.3 dhite vessncsnsyqs . X
’ . | - N ,’)/\ . £F H
+ Lt . o t
. PARENTAL :BUCATIOA i " N ‘
~ 5.4 -6, 2% ¥o d1gh School ssassr ] N < P A - N
5.3 -6.3e Shme H1gh School costs h , ,
17,2 -0.7 Graduated High Sch,  sesesseecy )
16,1 4.4 Post’ H1gh Schqol sensetacegboce . .
. . 1 '
SIZE_AND TYPZ ' 1 . 4 . _ ;
? . OF_COMNURITY 1 ] v L s !
3.5 8.1 Zxtreme Innet City sese [} . . - .
4.3 -3.6 Prtreme Rural ssasase | g 5
1.0 0.6 Small City esecasceny s ;
13,7 2.0 netiom City Sessascenger . :
1.9 0.8 Rest 9f Big City sesenncany . i ; .
13.0 1.3 Subutban *ringe sbescvssage * . .
13.5 2.0 Bxtveme Aff Suburh shscassangae P -

L Y

'
’

Nationally, only 12% of the 9-year-olds fiiled in all the
blanks acceptably. Nineteen percent entered the name Adam or
Alice Baker Carfon correctly ‘and, as in the case of Exergise R105,
a consi@erably higher percentage (82%) was ablé to pldce whatever
names they entered in their. proper order: first n first,» middle
initial, last name. 'This would again indicate that the relatively
low number of names, acceptably entered was not the result of coh-
fused wrdering, but should be attributed to some other causé. .
Indeed, when the exercise was evaluaﬁed ignoring the fill-in-a-
fictitious~name blank, the peércentage of 9-year-olds' acceptable
completion rose to 30%. After the first blank (the space for

Adam or Alice Baker Carson), the percentages of success went up.
‘considerably. Seventy-six percent entered the number and street
succegsfully, 71% the city or town and the state$ and 67% included
the zip code correctly. Completidn of the date of birth hlank

was done acceptably by 54%, while 55% placed the birth date in

the proper order, and 68% entered today's date correctly.

Regionally, Northeastern 9-year-olds .had an acceptability
rate of 76% when it came to filling 'in today's date, followed
by those in the West (72%), the Southeast {63%)," and the Central -
region (€2%). 1In writing in the birth date, .all regions clustered
closer at 54%, 51%, 55%, and 55% Ytespectively. e following

.
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chart jives the relative positions of the four regions in'rela-
tion to the first seven items.

b4

EXHIBIT 2-4

Jou
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MEHIRE 4399|4353 CEIEEEFIMEEEE
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— }
Percent hame Order of Street { Sty or State t1p Code

Correct Name Aumber Towm
{Natsonatl)

Although bovs and girls had an almost equal success rate
nationally, there were some noticeable differences on individual
parts of the exercise. When these occurred, females generally
gave acceptable answers more often than males. For example, 65%
of the boys included the state, while 77% of the girls did so.
This 12% gap enlarged to 16% when it came to filling in the zip
code (59% male, 75% female). -~ )

Those 9-year-olds in the Black category did less well than
non-Blacks. For example, when it came to entering the street

- and number, Blacks answered acceptably at a rate of 64%, while

non-Blacks cave acceptable answers 79% of the time.

As in Exercise R105, the greater the level of parenta! edu-
cation, the higher the rate of acceptable response. For example,
in the today's date item, children whose parents had no high
school .education had an acceptability rate of 50%, while 76% of
those whose parents had a post high school education gave accept-
able answers.

Y ot
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Size and type of commurity was related to performance on
this exercise. Those 'living in the inrer cities and extreme rural
areas were 8% and 4%, respectively, below the national figure.
The others all clustered very close to.the national value.

Individual items such as correctly entering city or town
showed consistent patterns. As can be seen in Exhibit 2-3, 9-year-
olds from the inner cities and extreme rural areas are below the
national value, and trose from the affluent suburbs were above
it, while children in the other four areas rise and fall with no
discernable consis*ency, like the tides gone mad.

Hd
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Exercise R206, Administered at Age 13

K

This exercise parallels Exercises R105 and R106, exercises

administered to 9-year-olds. This exercise was administered at
. age 13, ) .

Exercise: Below is a sample application blank. Ones
like it are used to get information from people who are
applying for driving licenses, credit cards, pass-
ports, and other identification cards. Please print
the information requested. ‘

Do not use your own name. For this application blank,
each boy should call himself Adam Bakar Carson. _Each
girl should call herself Alice Baker Carson. You may

make up the rest of the information.

last name first:

-

2. )
street address

city or town county state zip code
4. DATE OF BIRTH: 5. SEX!
- month day  year MorF .
6. HT: WT: HAIR:—_ EYES:

TODAY'S DATE.-

An acceptable response had to include: (1) the correct
name; (2) in the proper‘order, i.e., last name first; (3) the
street address; (4) city‘or town; (5) county; (6) state; (7)
zip code, (8) birthday; and (9) sex, height, weight and hair




2

i+
color. Noi acceptable: an error in or deletion of any of the
required pieces of information. . .
EXHIBIT 2-5
PIRCENTAGES 0% S§JCCESS  STARRED EPPECTS INDICMTE PELIABLP DIFPERENCES
€ nF SROUP FIPNRTING PERCENTAGE OF SUCCESS . . \.
SUCCE3T EEENCY O IEGORY_ o .l §b0u2 )
0 10 20 30 40 50 &0 70 80 90 109
26.4 e NaTIIVAL :oouoooooosoo.ocooooo' * ' t -
t
|
RrgroX |
13. 5 -7.9* Southeaat | 7
25,7 -0.% Vast i
28.% 2.1 Central i
o 31,2 4.8 ¥ortheast et esssnvenesessncrnferes ]
4 |
, | | :
F141 {
24,1 =2.13 Male sssssesss.eracsrnsee | '
28.2 1.8 Pomale LRI L Y S I Y Y Y P T \
| i
- t \ |
€ foR | 8 ' - !
1.3 =15.0e Black thaessacen 1 | -
20.5 3. te irite cassasesecararaseenragene '
' |
EAREEIAL_ EDUCATIOCY : . |
t¢.1 11,6 Yo 4igh 3cnool (I T RYT T Y YY) | |
12.9 ~13.5* Some Yigh School t |
2.2 -4.2 Graduatel High sch.’ | |
34,4 8,2¢ Post 4igh School ceersatarveconprasanse N "
37 ZE_AND_TIPE | :
oF_COMNUNITY ' . | .
11,13 ety b Extreme Inner City . ] '
17.2 -9.2 Zxtreme Rural . f
27.% 11 small City . LLLLE Py Fs O
2.7 =0.2 . vedium City sencenee sensseny |
231, -3,2 gRest 7f B1g City atsessesssnrausenens | t
310.° 3.9 Suburban’ frainge 4easeerrssressctrertapece 1
36,9 3.1 Ertreme Aff Suburd T L Y L L P R P Y LY P LY I \
) A larger percentage of 13-year-olds successfully completed
chis exercise (26%) than the corresponding exercises at age‘9
(15% of R105, 10% for R106). Fifty-six percent of the l3-year-
olds entered the fictitious name (a percentage comparable to the
) one for 9-year-olds), while 97%, had the parts 6f the name (whether
fictitious or real) in the proper order.
Percentages of success on most other parts of the exercise X
. were similar to order of name parts in terms of success; street
address, city, state, birthday, and sex, height, weight and hair
color all had success rates above 90% (95%, 95%, 92%, 93%, and
93%, respectively). Only 67% reported their counties correctly,
and only 88% gave acceptable zip codes. These rates were
generally higher than the corresponding ones for 9-year-olds.
, !
X ’ ¢
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Exercise R204 (overlapped with R305: and R405)
/ . L4

These three exercises al agyes 13, 17 and young adult,
respectively, overlap (R204 and R305 are identical; R40% is mod-
ified by the inclusion of the name, Mrs. Marshall P. Dressler),
and all required the respondents‘*to write z letter ordering
merchandise., . ©T

Looking for a special gift
for that SPECIAL someone?

We can provide you with a
' pair of fascinating sea
horses for less than you
will pay elsewhere, Send
only $3. We guarantee a ™~

live delivery and include !
free food and instructions.

Gulf Suppliers, Inc., Box 79,
Seaside, Florida 33000 .

g;;.
The directions for Exercises R204 and R305 were as follows:

Exercise: Scmeovie who liv:s at 220 Randon Rzad in
Port Huron, Michigan 48121, has decided to buy a

pair of sea horses. Write a letter that he (or she) .
can send to order them. ' :

-

The direction$ for Exercise R405 were:
Exercise: Lois Dressler !(Mrs. Marshal P. Dressler) lives
at 320 Random Road in Port Huron, Michigan 48121. She has
decided to give her ten-year-old daughter a pair of sea

,.{H




' \
horses for her birthday. 1In the .space below, write the
letter that you think Mrs Dressler should write to
order the sea horses. - N

(Approximately one page of lined space was provided for the
response to each of the three exercises.)

The following items were required for a response tc be con-
sidered acceptable (1) the name of the product desirgd and
(2) the sender's address. Although a number of people‘mentioned
money, mentioning money was not required for acceptability. Not
acceptable: omission or error in either of the re%Pired pieces
of information akove.

Forty-six percent of the 13-year-olds included both required
pieces of information in Exercise R204; 52% responded unaccept-
ably, and 2% gave no response at all. Eighty- elght percent
mentioned the product and 49% 1ncluded the sender s address, while
62% stated something about money enclosed, an item not required
for acceptability.

Regionally, a small percentage of teenagers in the Southeast
and West responded acceptably (11 and 10 percentage points, re-
spectively, below the nation as a whole), while more 1l3-year-olds
in the Central and Northeastern regions answered acceptably (6 per-
centage points and 11 percentage points, respectively, above the
national .figure).

As a group, ‘females were 1l percentage points more successful
than males. Black l3-year-olds responded at a rate 28% below the
national level while White teenagers were 6 percentage points
above it.

Those 13-year-olds ih the urban fringe and medium size city
categories completed the task at rates well above the national
figure; teenagers in the inner cities and rest of big city groups
generally responded considerably below the national figure, while
the other groups tended to cluster close to the national value.

Perental education agair seemed to e related to tesragers' c )
successes. Thirteen~year-olds of parents with no high school
training were 23 percentage points below the national level, and
3) percentage points below those teenagers of parents with a post
high school education.
In Exercise R305, 56% of the l7-year-olds wrote acceptable
letters, 43% wrote unacceptable ones, and 2% wrote no letters at }
all. Regionally, teenagers in the Southeast responded at a rate
11 percentage points Below the nationil figure; the percentages
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-
of teenagers in the Northeast, Central, and West who wrote dccept— E
able answers were close to the national level.

Fifty-eight percent of the 17-year-old girls wrote accept.-
able letters while 53% of the letters written by beys were
acceptable. Blacks as a group responded atcceptably 20 per~cntage
points below the national value; non-Blacks wrote at a level
5 percentage points higher than teenagers nationally.

Seventeen-year-olds from inner cities handed ‘in acceptable
letters at a rate 17 percentage points under the naticnal figure;
the other STOC categories all clustered fairly close to the 55%
national percentage. :

In a manner similar to the 13- -year- rolds, fewer 17-year-olds
parents with no high school experience wrote acceptably at a
. e less than the nation as a whole (15% lower than the national
value) in contrast to a rate 11 percentage points above the
national figure for teenagers of parents with a post higH school
education. ‘

Exercise R405 was the overlapping exercise for adults. Forty-
> nine percent of the adults acceptably completed the lgtter to Gulf
\

U
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Supplies, Inc., 30% wrote unacceptable letters, and 20% gave no
response at all.

Typical of the patterns found in Exercises R204 and R305, -
adults in the Southeast were 9% below the national level, while
those in the Central region were somewhat above it, in this
instance, 8%. - -

Males and females came relatively close to each other in
their percentages of acceptable response; Blacks were 28% below
the national figure. Adults in the inner city and rest of big
city categories rated 18% and 15%, respectively, below the nation
whilé others tended to cluster relatively close to the national
level.

Parental education seemed to be related to percentages of
success for adults. Those whose parents _had no high school exper-
ience rated 13% below the nation in contrast to adults whose
parents had a post high school education--those adults wrote at
an acceptability level 15% above the national percentage.

7
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Exercise R205, Administered at Age 13

Writing a formal letter of invitation is another example of
Objective II: writing skills found in a business or vocational
situdtion. )

Exercise: The seventh grade history classes at Saluki
Junior-High School in Saluki, Idaho, are studying how
their larcal government works. The students have
become s> interested that they have decided to invite
Mr. Carmen J. Hatch, the-Mayor of Saluki, to talk to
them abcut his job. '
Chris Cantor, president of the seventh grade, has the
job of inviting all guest speakers to the school. Write
Chris's letter of invitation to Mayor Hatch.

(Approximately 1-1/2 lined pages were provided for the response.)

To be considered acceptable, the letter had to include the
following: (1) an invitation to the mayor to speak to the class,
(2) the suggestion of a topic (how local government works or
the mayor's job), (3) the naming of the school (Saluki Junior
High School) and (4) the setting of the date or requesting the
mayor to set a date ("at your convenience" was acceptable).
Responses considered not acceptable were those which failed to
include any of the abovg’information.

Nationally, 28% of the nation's l3-year-olds were able to
write a letter to Mr. Hatch, inviting him to talk about his job
as mayor of the town of Saluki. Over 70% of the 1l3-year-olds
made one or more mistakes.

Better than nine out of every ten teenagers included an
invitation to the mayor, and a similar percentage (88%) suggested
a topic on which he could speak. Almost three out of four respon-
dents included the name of their school--Saluki Junior High--
but only a third of them asked for a date, or set up a date
themselves, for Mayor Hatch's discussion. Although not required
for an acceptable response, information about the class and its
history was given by almost half (47%) of the teenagers.

The results for the four regions were fairly close to the
national percentage. Those in the Southeast developed notice-
able variations, however; inviting the mayor and suggesting a
topic both drew acceptable responses somewhat below the national
average (8% and 9%, respectively), while giving information about
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the class and its study of history elicited an acceptable response
rate some 7% above the nation as a whole.

-
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Females performed better than males in all categories.
typical example occurs in asking for or suggesting a date:
gave acceptable responses at a rate almost 10% greater than the-

. one for males.
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females

Blacks performed belowlthe national level in all categories,

s

with 14% of the Black 13- year -0lds giving acceptable responses -
for all items.in the exercise. This percentage increased, however,
on parts of the exercise. Kn example may be seen in inviting

the mayor, where 76% of the Black 13-year-olds gave®acceptable
responses--a value 17% below the national figure.

s parental education increased, so did the percentage of
13-year-olds' acceptable responses. For example, less than half
of the teenagers whose parents had no high school -experience
provided the name of the school while teenagers whose parents
enjoyed a post high school education responded acceptably 8 times
out of 10.

-

In the size and type of community category, those l3—year—
olds in the inner city and extreme rural groups responded at a

53




level below the' national percentage, while those in the affluent
suburbs responded at a figure above the nation as a whole. . Per-
" formances for teenagers in the rest of big city, medium size
. city, small places, and suburban fringe groups all clustered
s ) close to the national figure. An example of this may be seen
when respondents were asked tc provide the name of gchool, where
teenagers in the inner cities and extreme rural groups were 9%,
and 2%, respectively, below the national value of 74%; those in
the affluent .suburbs and the ‘suburban fringe were, reSpectlvely,
6% and 16% above the nation, and the others clustered relatlvely
close to the national level.
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Exercise'R403, Administered to Adqlts

This exercise was similar to Exercise R205 and asked respon-

dents to write a formal letter of invitation.

4

Exercise: Let us say that you are an officer in a local

club, business association, or 'church group. One of . -

your' responsibilities is to invite people to speak to -

your organization at one of its regular meetings. Write ‘

a letter which offers such an invitation”to the mayor ‘

of your town, your township committeeman, the manager 4
of one of your local athletic teams, a prominent educator ~
or businessman, or any other person whom you think.would

be appropriate. ' ) !

(Approximatély 2-1/2"1ined péges were provided for the respiege.)

/

An acceptable regponse included the following: (1) a letter

of invitation, (2) a reference to the sponsoring organization and

rasking for or givimg a date for the visit

and (3) an appropriately

constructed and acceptabl written letter. * Any letter omitting
any of the above was considered unacceptable. :

.
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J
Naetionally, 51% of the adults wrote a letter to the mayor,
or other prominent persomn, inviting him to speak; 21% wrote
unacceptable letters “and 27% gave no response at all.
Regionalry, most people clustered fairly close to the national e
£igure, though females.responded at a rate 4 percentage points
above the nation while males were 4 percentage points below.
Blacks responded at a level 10% below the national value.

Adalts in tHe affluent suburb group were 10% above the nation
as a whole; those in the other $TOC categories, for the most part,
came close to_ the national level. . -

Twenty~51x to 35-year-olds, whose parents had no high schoal
experience, rated a little over™8J%, whereas those whose parents
had a post h1gh school education were 13 percentage points (64%)
above the national level.
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CHAPTER 3

N .
OBJECTIVE III: WRITE TO COMMUNICATE ADEQUATELY
IN A SCHOLASTIC SITUATION -

......

¥

Only one exercise not calling for an essay response was
developed for this objective. The exercise asked respondents to
write an ‘announcement to apwnear in the school paper: )

Exercise R107, Administered at .Age 9 '

Exercise: Pretend that your class is going to have a yd

pet show in tle .school parking lot at nine o'clock on * .
May 10, 1970. _ o =
Write an announcement about the pet show. The announce-

ment will be printed in the school' newspaper. 1It-is an

importamt announcement because you waht people to come

to the show. Be sure to put in everything that you think v
i important.

An acceptably written announcement incluyded the following
pieces of information: (1) there will be a pet show, (2) the %
place where it will be held, (3) the time and (4) the date.
Unacceptable responses were those which, omitted any of the
above pieces of information or* ihcluded 1nqorrect information.
Unacceptable announcements were written by better than three
out of four (76%) 9-year-olds; nationally, only 21% wrote acdept~
able responses. As has been seen with pther exercises, however,
the rate of acceptable response to individual parts in this exer-
cise was considerably higher than the rate fdr getting all parce
right. For =xample, children included the date 49% of the ‘time.
Seventy-two percent mentioned the pet show,'40% stated the time

of the pet show, and 25% noted the place where the show would ’
be held.
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Regionally,pthé\respoﬂseé of the 9—yéér-olds were all close

to the national level.

Those in the Southeast tehded to write

at a level slightly below/the nation ds a whole, while children
in the Northeast performed somewhat above the national level
(see Exhibit 3-1). .

For the most part, girls wrote acceptabla notices more often

than boys:

€ ¢
!

‘

the girls' rate was 2% higher than the nation as a
whole and 5% higher than the boys'.

" Non-Black childrén gave acceptable responses at a rate

slightly higher than the national value while the level for Black

children's responses were generally well below the nation as a

whole.

In the categories comprising size and type of community,
9-year-olds from the inner city were never less than 13% below
the national figure, while those from affluent suburbs tended
to range from the.national figure up to 4% above the nation as

a whole.

There was also a pattern following pareutal education levels:

the higher the level of parental education, the greater the per-

centage of acceptable responses by the children.

For example,
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children of parents with no high school education wrote at a
level-12% below the nation as a whole, while 9-year-olds of

v parents with post high school experience responded at a figure
6% above the national level.

H
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N
CHAPTER 4
OBJECTIVE IV: APPRECIATE THE VALUE OF WRITING
This objective was measured using a simple expedient provided - . P

by the Educational Testing Service: anyone who writes appreciates

the value of writing. Thus asking a respondent whether he wrote

particular kinds of things (excluding responses to National Assess-

ment exercises) provided information relatlng,to whether Americans

appreciate the value of writing. [ ‘) +
By and large, Americans repOrted that ‘they appreciate the

value of writing. Variations among groups occur, of course, but

these variations are related to the materials being written. The

variations are descrlbed on the following pages.

)
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Exercise R108, Administered at Age 9

i

This exercise megasures the appreciation of the v "‘i1e of
writing; it assumed Zhat 9-year-olds who had written a ,oke,

poem, report or study appreciated the value of writing.

i

rd

Exercise: Mark any of these things Ehat-you have written

outside school just for fun.

Joke

Poem

Réport )

Story -

o

00000

Other (explain on the lines below)

There were. no "acceptable" responses, although the preferred °
" response was ov@ls blackened rather!than left blank.

The results for this exercise are shown in Exhibit 4-1. The

exhibit shows how often 9~year-olds reported having written
things.

EXHIBIT 4-1

None of the items listed . 07%
One or moreyqf Fhe items listed 93%
Two or more of the items listed 06%
Three or more of thesitems listed .. 03%
Four oé more of the items listed 0l%
All five of the items listed _00% .

Nine-year-olds marked the category "joke" at a level of 41%--
almost twice as high as the next category, "story," at 23%. These

two were followed by the categories "poem" (18%), "report" (17%)
and "other" (5%).




Regionally, there was little variation in the responses to
| ) the five categories, the exception was the poem selection; <hil-
dren in the Northeast reported writing poems at a rate 4% below
t the national figure.
|

Nine-year-old boys chose jokes and repcrts at levels which

were, respectively, 6% and 4% higher than the girls, who, in
« turn, selected poems 13 percentage points more often than the -
boys. Blacks and non-Blacks both responded at approximately equal
rates, the one exception being the joke selection which Blacks
picked at a'level 10 percentage points higher than the national
figure.
¥ Vs
) For the most part, parental education was related to $-year-
old rates of response in the various categories; the few excep-
tions to this were for the categories "joke" (where childrep of ~
parents with some hi’ : school experience responded 8 percentage
points above the national level, while those of parents with
post high school education were 5 percentage points below the
nation as a whole) and "report" (where 9-year-olds whose parents
had a post high school education responded at a level 4 percent—
age points above the national figure). oo
vl

Children in the inner city group picked the joke category
9 percentage points more often than the nation as a whole and
those in the affluent suburbs chose it 11% less often.

.
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Exercises R109, R208, and R407

]

Nine-year-olds, l3-year-olds and adults were asked to mark
yes or no on these questions:

Exercise: A.

During the last 12 months, did you take any
trips away from home?

< Yes (Go to B)

<O No (Go to instructions at end of this exercise)’

(If "Yes" *to A), Did you send a postcard while
on a trip?

O Yes

] ]
S No

PO ~

write a letter telling about a trip after you
got home? : -
O Yes
S No
write a letter while on a trip?
S Yes
O No )

keep-a diary while on a trip?

O Yes
S No
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fmake notes about some of the things you saw?

& Yes
S No

write a thank-you note to somecne you visited?

O Yes

TN

< No ) © g 4
N §

write a report about a trip after you got home?

i . O Yes Vo | -
S No

-3

i

o
‘As in the other questions in Objective IV, there was no ~
acceptable answer, but yes was preferred. The followinyg refers
to percentages of *hose who responded to part B and <uid yes to:

EXHIBIT 4-2

9 yrs. 13 yrs. Adults

-~ None of the questions ' 22% . 12% 29%
One or more of the questions . 78% 88% 71%
Two or more of the questions . 58% 70% 48% /
Three or more of the questions 36% 50% 26%
Four or more of‘thé questions 19% | 28% 13% ,
Five or more of the questions 09% 12% 06%
. Six or‘more of the questiohs A Q4% 04% 03%
All.seven of the questions 01% 01l% 0l%
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EXHIBIT 4-3

1?7

|
1L

913 A 913A 913 A 9 13 913 A 9 1% A

Fercent responding yes

»ggyﬁw&” ey

Almost three out of four 9-year-olds (73%) took a trip
during the previous twelve months, a like percentage of adults
and 86% of the l3-year-olds. Although there were no significant
variations to these figures in the four regions, 9-year-old boys
did show a higher percentage (7%) of traveling than 9-year-old
‘girls. Black children marked yes to .the question .at a level
9 percentage points above the nation as a whole, while.both
13-year-old and adult Blacks wrote yes at a level 4% and 21%,
respectively, below the national figure, '

Children in the inner city-group (both 9-year-o0lds and
13-year-olds) selected yes at a level about 10% pelow the nation;
adult Blacks responded yYes once out of every two times or 21%
below the national figure. Niﬁ%-year—olds-of parents with post
high school education were 6% above the national figure, for
13-year-olds of similar parental backgrounds, the percentage
above was 4%; for adults, thelrate was 15% higher than the nation
as a whole. )

The response to the gquestion "Did vou send a post card while
on a trip?” showed the largest variation of r-:sponses. Regionally,
9-year-olas in the West responded 4% below the nation as a whole,
while Northeastern children were 5 percentage points above the

é




national figure. Both l13-year-olds and adults in the Southeast

responded at levels 8% and 9%, respectively, below the national

level, while 13-year-olds in the Northeast answered yes 8% above
the nation as a whole. ’

Males marked yes at rates below those of females at all three
age groups. Although variations by color were minimal for 9-
year-olds and for adults, l13-year-old Blacks responded 10% below
the national level.

All three age groups li¥ing in the extreme rural areas
answered yes at a.percentage well below the national level; others
responding at levels below the national rate include: 9-year-
olds and 13-year-olds from small cities, and 13-year-olds in the
medium cities. Among the groups selecting yes at rates above
the national level- were: 9-year-olds in the affluent suburbs,
and 13-year-olds in the affluent suburbs and medium cities.

In all three age groups, generally speaking, those whose
parents had no high school education responded yes less often
than those of the nation as a whole; 9-year-olds 1in this group,
for ,example, selected yes only 12% of the time, some 11% below
the national figure. People whose parents experienced post high
school training chose *gg more often than the mational value.
For example, l3-year-olds in this group were 7 percentage points
above the nation as a whole. .

’ Responses to the next several gquestions demonstrated less
variation than respcnses to the first two. Twenty-five percent
of 'the 9-year-olds answered yes to the gquestion "™Did you write a
letter telling about a trip §T€er you got home?"; 39% of the
13-year-olds chose yes as did 27% of the adults. Nine-year-olds
in the Northeast marked’xgi 4 percentage points below the
national level; l3-year-olds in the same region were 6 percent-
age points below. Above the national level were l3+year-olds
and adults in the Western region--by 8 percentage points and
10 percentage points, respectively. .

Although both 9-year-old males-and females answered yes at
a lewel approximately equal to the one for the nation as a whole,
13-year-old and adult females said they had written letters 19%
and 17%, respectively, more often than males. Adult Blacks and
adults from the rest of big city also responded positively less
often than the nation, as did respondents whose parents had
post high school educations.

A positive response to "Did you write a letter while on a
trip?", was given by 17% of the 9-year-olds, 35% of the 13-year-
olds and 15% of the adults. Regionally, all three age groups
responded at levels close to the national figures, while 14% more
13-year-old girls wrote letters than boys.
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Adults and 9-year-olds in all the size and type of community
categories selected yes at roughly the national level, though
l3-year-olds living 1in small cities were 9 percentage points below
that figure, and 17-year-olds from affluent suburbs were 18% above
it. For both 9-year-olds and 13-year-olds born of parents with
a post high school education, the percentage of X_E responses
was well above the nation as a whole.

Relatively few people kept a diary: 7% of the 9-year-olds,
11% of the l3-year-olds and little more than 15% of the adults.
For 9-year-olds, the »nly -important departures from the national
values appeared in some size and type of community groups:
children from the sest of big city and affluent suburbs chose the

affirmative response 3% and 4%, respectively, below the national

value, while children in the inner city were 6% above the national
figure.

Thirteen-year-olds living in the Central and Northeastern
regions were, respectively, 4% above and below the national figure
while responses by males of the same age were 10% below the female
rate of response. Teenagers of parents with nc high school
experience were 7 percentage points below the national figure and
9 percentage points below those whose parents had a post high
school education. Variatiors occurring for adults in the sjize
and type of community categories were as follows: inner city (5%
below), extreme rural (4% below) and suburban fringe (3% below).
All other groups had rates of acceptable responses close to the
national value.

A yes response to the question "Did you make notes about
some of the things you saw?" was given by 27% of the 9-year-olds,
30% of the l13-year-olds, but only 148 of the adults. Regionally,
Northeastern 9-year-olds chose yes 5 percentage points below
the nation as a whole; Western 13-year-olds and adults were 5 per-
centage points above and 4 percentage points below the national.
figure, respectively. Black teenagers marked, yes 7 percentage
points more often than the nation, but adults whose parents had
no high school education picked yes 5 percentage points below
the national value. 1In the size and type of community categories,
9-year-olds from the small cities and suburban fringes and
13-year-olds from medium cities were all 5%-€6% above the nation
as a whole. 'Those having levels of performance below the . ’
national figure included: teenagers from small cities (8% below)
and adults from suburban fringes (5% below).

Thirty percent of the 9-year-olds, 34% of the 13-year-olds,
and 27%.0f the adults answered xg% when asked if they had written
a thank you note to someone they had visited. Black teenagers
chose yes 7 percentage points above the national rate, but Black
adults were 13 percentage points below it. For both teenagers

* ~
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and adults whose parents had no high school education, the rate
of selectihg yes to'the question was 10 percentage points and

‘9 percentage points, respectively, below the nation as a whole.
Conversely, if their parents enjoyed a post high school education,
the affirmative responses were 8 percentage points and 13 per-
centage points above the national level.

-

Male adults did not choose yes as often as females who wefe
10 percentage points higher than males of the same age. Adults
from small cities were 12 percentage points under the level for
the nation as a whole, while those from the affluent suburbs
were 20 percentage points above the national level.

The question, "Did you write a report about a trip after
you got home?" elicited a yes response from 20% of the 9-year-
olds, 26% of the teenagers and 8% of the adults. Both 9-year-
old and adult respondents whose parents had no high school
experience rated 11 percentage points and 5 percentage points
respectively, below ‘the nation as a whole. Teenagers living in
the Southeastern region chose yes 9 percentage points above the .,
national value, but, interestingly, adults in the same region
had a yes response 4% below the nation as a whole. Adult males
made the affirmative selection 3 percentage points above the
national level and 6 percentage points above 26- to 35-year-old
females. Blacks chose yes 6 percentage points less often than
the nation, but people living in affluent suburbs were 6 per-
centage points above the national figure.




Exercises R209 and R307 \

14

This exercise, administered to 13- @nd 17-year- OLdS, was a
modification of the preceding one.

Exercise: Other than' for a.school assignment, have you ever
written any of the following?

\

A. Poem
}7 7
)
D Yes
No
1 / ’
B./ Short story * ‘
/ “
/ S Yes
< No
C. Play
- !
S Yes ' T//
S No .
D. Article for a magazine
' < Yes
< No
E. ©Story for a newspaper
S Yes ~
S No .
; -
: \
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F. Words for a song -

O Yes
S No

|
l There were no acceptable ansyers, but Xes'was preferred for
’ each of the six itemsa ‘ . : -

a

EXHIBIT 4-4

' . o
Percentage of Those Who Stated They Had:Written:

?

c . . ./'/// "Agei: 13 . Age 17
None of the items //,//" . "l3é‘ 16%
One or more of the %;ems// . z &7%3 . 84% )
Two or more of thé-items' ' 66%! 66%
Three or more of the'itéms. f/ 35% 42%
Four or more of the items . j ) 12% _l&%
Five or more of the items ; 03% ' 05~
All six of the items ‘ 00% 01%

. [ |

Close to one out of two teenager$s marked yes in such cate-
gories as "poem," "short story" and "words for a song." Con-
siderably fewer picked yes 'for the selectipons "play," "magazine
article" and "newspaper story." A strikin§ similarity exists
between the percentages for l3-year-olds and for,K 17-ygar-olds:
in all but the "poem" category, the differences between the two
groups were never more than 8 percentage points; in two instances
the difference was only 1%; and in three categories theyl3-year-
olds' percentage of yes choices Wwas higher than the l7~yéar~elds'.

Regionally, both groups of teenagers responded at rates-
close to the national value. Some excqptioné were in the West
where l7-year-olds chose yes in the category "poem" 5 percentage
points above the national rate, and i3-year-clds selected yes

. in the "short story" choice 7% above the nation as a whole, and
in the Northeast where 1l3-vear-olds picked yes 9 percentage
points below the nation.
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EXFIBIT 4.-5

i SEEE oY

bt S SUPUESP

.

.

Malegs answered yes at a rate approximately equal to that of *
females., A typical example can be seen in the category "song":
the rate for 13-year-o0ld females was 3% above the national figure
and 6% above the rate fcr males; for 17-year-o0lds the difference
between males and females was 9%.

Both Blacks and non-Blacks tended to select yes at rates
close to the nation as a whole with the exception of the "song"
category where 13-year-cld Blachs chose yes at a level some 14%
higher than the national figure and 16% hicher than their non-
Black counterparts. '

As noted in other e. “cises, teenagers of parents with no
high schcol education generally chose yes at a level be.ow those
whose pacents have had post high school.expe.ience. For example,
13-year-olds of parents with ro high school baciground, picked
yes for the categories "magazine article" and "newspapdr story"
8% less often than the nation as a whole. For 17-year-3dlds -
responding to the "play" category, the rate was 6% less than the
national value.

Size and type of community seemed to be unrelated to the
selection of Yes to the six categories for hoth 13-year-clds and

.~
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for 17-year-olds.

tion "poem":
level 10% below the nation while those fromr the

chose yes at a rate 6% above the national level.

olds in the inner city group marked yes for the
at a level 12% higher than the national figure.
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The few exceptions 'noted were for the selec-
l7-year-olds from small cities marked X%? at a

su .arka, fringes
Thirteen-vear-
"song" selection
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Exercises R210, R306, and R406

written a message) reflected an appreciation of writing. This

I Again, it was assumed that the use of writing (i.e., having
exercise was administered to 13-year-olds, 17- year-olds and
|

adults.
2
| Exercise: (Read to respondent and record responses)
‘ A. During the last 12 months did you leave a
> . written message for someone?

O Yes (Go to B)

F : O No (Go to next exercise)
B. (If "Yes" to A) About how many times?

The following percentages are grouped according to the age
of the r=spondent:

EXHIBIT 4-6

Response lS—Ye;r—Olds 17—Year—blds Adults
Yes 61% 86% 79%
No 39% 13% 212
No Response 0% 1% | 0%

Regionally, the percentages of affirmative responses to this
question fell below the national figure in the Southeast 1 per-
. centage points ' ,ow for 13-year-olds, 6 percentage pOlntS below
| for 17-year-olds and 9 percentage points for adul.s) and rose
for 13-year-c.ds in the Central region.

Thirtgen- and 17-year-old girls selected yes at a level
7 percentage points above the rate for boys. The corresponding
rates for l7-year-olds and adults of both sexes came very close
to their respective national levels.
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Blacks said yes at a rate well below the nation as a whole:
25 percentage points below for 13-year-olds, 19 percentage points
below for l7-year-olds and 28 percentage points for adults.
Non-Blacks generally picked the affirmative response at a rate
slightly above the national level.

For all three age groups, people whose pafents‘had no high
school education and, in the case of 17-year-olds, only some
high school experience, were well below the national figure:

29 percentage points below for 13-year-olds, and 113% below for
both l17-year-olds and adults. Those of parents with a post high
school education selected the yes response at rates above the
nation as a whole: 14 percentage pdints for both 9-year-olds
and adults, and 5 percentage points for l7-year-olds.

In the size and type of community category, extreme rural
and irner city 9-year-olds picked.yes at rates 14 percentage
points and 15 percentage points, respectively, below the nation
as a whole, while children in tKe affluent suburbs were 15 per-
centage points above it. The l7-year-olds in the extreme rural
areas were 23 percentage points below the national value, but
rose above it in the affluent suburbs (10 percentage points) and
in the suburban fringe (7 percentage points). Adult rates were
less than the nation as a whole in the extreme rural (17 per-
centage points) and inner city (23 percentage poinis) groups,
and greater tﬁ?“ the national figure in the affluent suburbs
(11 percentage points) and the suburban fringes (7 percentage
points) .




; Exercises P308 and R409 '

Orcdering merchandise through the mail was believed to indi-
cate appreciation of writing. This exercise was administered to
17-year-olds and adults.

Exercise* During the last 12 months, did you write a letter

to order something through the mail?

& vYes |
O No

o

Although there was no acceptable response, the preferred
choice was yes. .

More than half of the 17-year-olds (54%) had ordered some-
thing through the mail, although a fairly large percentage (46%)
responded no to the questicn. Certain variations occurred in
the following grcups:- teenagers of parents with a post high
school education chose yes 5 percentage points above the national
value; 17-year-olds from the inner city selected the affirmative
response at a rate 13 percentage points below the nation as a
whole; those from smaller places were 10 percentage points above
it.’

The same exercise administered to adults produced results
which were fairly close to those for 17-year-olds. 1In the adult
instance, 55% pickel yes and 44% said no. The female rate of
response was 8% higher than the males; adults whose parents had’
no high school-education seclected yes at a rate 12 percentage
points below the national level, and those whose parents enjoyed
a post high school education came in 13 percentage points above
it. Response rates for adults in the zffluent suburb group were
13 percentage points higher £han the national figure.
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Exercise R406

¥
H

Adults were asked to select as many of the ovals below as

applied to an average week.

Lxercise: Please fill in the oval before each of the following

that you read during the week.

Rooks

Business letters

Magazines
Newspaper§
Personal’/letters

Recipes

000000000

None

Directions or instructions

Other (please describe)

There were no correct answers, falthough a filled oval would
have been preferred. The following/indicates the percentage of

those who stated that they had rea
One or more of the items listed L
Two or more of the items listed

Th or nore of the items listed
Four or more of the items listed
Five or more of the items listed
Six »r more of the items list...

oever . more of the items listed

Eight [ the items listed

78

97%

96%

88% .

76%




Sixty percent of the adults filled in the "books" oval, and
women chose it more frequently then men by 19 percentage points.
Blacks made this selection less frequently than the nation as a
whole. In the size and type of community category} those from
the extreme rural areas were 13 percentage points below the
national level,while 19% more adults from the affluent suburbs
read books "than those in the general population.

Interestingly, adults whose parents experienced only some
high school education filled in the "books" oval at a level
8 percentage points above the national figure, while those of
parentsiwho had graduated from high school reported reading books
at a rate 9% below that-figure. Moving to a level 11 percentage
points higher were adults whose parents had completed some post
high school education.

Business letters were read by 46% of the adults. Persons
from the affluent suburbs were 13. percentage points above the
rational level, while adults of parents with a post high school
educqﬁhon were 9 percentage points higher than the nation as a
whole.

Adults selected the oval for "directions" or "instructions" !
at a rate of 65%. Regionally, adults in the Southeast picked
this oval 10% less often than the national level. The Black rate
of response was also below the nation as a whole--by 34 percentage
points

In the size and-type of community category, adults from the
inner city and rest of big city groups selected the "directions"
oval at rates 28 percentage points and 19 percentage points,
respectively, below the national value, while those from the

suburban fringe chose it 10 percentage points higher than the
nation as a whole.

As in othcr exercises, the better the parents' educational
background, the more likely the respondents would have read
instructions. 1In this exercise, those whose parents had no high
school experience were 11 percentage points belov the national
figure, but adults whose parents experienced-some post high school
work performed 10 percentage points above the mation.

About 78% of the young adults reported reading magazines.
Adults living in the Southeast said they read periodicals 19%
less often than the nation as a whole, while those in the North-
east read magazines at a rate 8 percentage points above the
national figure. People in the affluent suburb group filled in
the "magazine™ oval 13 percentage points more often than- the
nation as a whole. Adults whose parents had no high school
reported reading magazines 14% less often than the nation, while
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those whose parents had continued past high school said they read
magazines 16% more often than the adults in the population.

About 95% of the adults said they read newspapers. People
living in the suburban fringe and those whose parents had post
high school educations both had rates of 98%. Non-Blacks were
also above the national value, at 97%, while Blacks and persons
.having no high school experience both fell below the percentage
ﬁﬁr the nation, 84% and 90%, respectively.

l

Personal letters were reported at a response rate of 65%,
with 16% more females than males reading them. Adults from the
affluent suburbs selected the "letters" oval 10% more often than
the nation as a whole; those whose parents had post high school
educations reported rates above the national level (by 11 per-
centage points).

Forty-nine percent of the adults checked the oval indicating
"recipes." The largest variation occurred between males and :
females where, not surprisingly, females rated higher--by 62%--
than males.

In the oval marked "other," the uncategorized response was
chosen by 8% of the population, and the only variation could be
found in the Black group, who were 5 percentage po*nts below the
wational figure.

Two percent of the adults chose "none," a percentage which
rose to 4% for those whose parents experienced no high school
education and dropped close to zero for the following: adults
whose parents enjoyed a post high school education, people living
in the Central region, and those grouped in the suburkar fringe
and affluent suburbs.
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