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This paper reviews the history of American teacher

training. The teacher education program provided by Pennsylvania
State University, Capitol Campus is describdbed as an example of o
present-day American teacher education program. Objectives and means
of iwplementation used at the University are described briefly. A
four-item bibliography is included. (MIN)
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The Vife o the teaches and provislons for uis profecsional poeparae

tion Lave changea w 2ocst Jdeal since the colonfal perlod fn the seventeenth

contury.  In o7 the catlocns of tae Mussachusetts bay Colony duadted

d law vicecting Uhat coech towiolap of ity or more houscholuers st

appoint ¢ tuucher to teach chileren of the arcu to read and write., 10 4

corcwunlty nuubeced a0 hendred or more householders, o master was to be
1]

appointed to scl up a yraauar school uad prepare students for the

University. There was no Jormel tcaclicr training ut this time; teachers

were appointed from the populace of tle town in which tley were to tecach,

It is interesting to note that Thomes Jefferson, an early Azerican

leader, in proposing a system of free public education suggested ti.at

those students who could not qualify for higher education might well become

future gracmar school teachers, This was in the 1780's.

According to

Jefferson, those capable of going on to college were destined for greater

things thsn becoming teachers.

In 1827 the newly established Boston English High School required

that its teachers be competent to teach American History, Bookeeping.

Ceometry, Surveying, Algebra, Latin, Greek, General distory, Rhetoric,

and Logic. The era of specialization obviously had not yet begun.

The advent of inscitutionalized teacher training in the United States

began in 1839 in Lexington, Massachusetts with the establishment of the

first state school exclusively concerned with the training of teachers.

These early teachers’ colleges were then referred to as normsl schools, a

name of uncertsin origin,
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The ¢ssontiols of teacher trulning in this era were set by the founders
to include the Jollowing:

1. “he bust roethods of governing a zcheol,

2. Instruction {n wh.l wis refcried to as the "peculiar art of

teuCing.”

4. A pr. cice school in wiich the trainees could have o chance

to exercise thelr lcarming of inctructlonal priaciples.

4. A carcful review of the common branchivs of learning with the

aim of haviag the teacher '"know things in a masterly way,
curiously, nicely, and in their reason," 2

The growth of the state normal schools was relatively slow until the
lote 1800's when a period of rapid growth occurred. In 1890 the 135 schools
enrolled a to"«l of 26,543 students, Normal school gracduates ordinarily
becamea elemgntary school teachers, with the secondary teachers being
gencrally selected from the colleges and universities,

It is important to note, however, that in many states at this time
attendance at a normal school or university was not mandatory for becoming
a teacher., All that was officially required was to pass examinations
set by the local school guthorities,

However, the states gradually established requirements for teachers
that included a collegn degree, beginning in the early 1900's,

This led to an improvement in the academic programs of the normal
schools, as they vere forced by certification requirements to offer a

four year degree progrsm, Originally normsl school scademics were no better

Xrug, Bdvard, Salient Dstes ip Americen Edycetion, (New York:
Harper end Row, 1966) P.69
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thaa those of thuvir voatemporary high schools and fow required high scliool
gracuation for adulssioa,

By 1927 «ll siates were coriddying teachers on the busis ol college
attendance., 17 oo D welools becane Knowd os stale schools in oihw
twenticth contuvy,  colleges aad universitios developad and expanued
teacher training prograss.

Various cducational philosophicvs enjoyed ascencancy in American
¢ducation in the twenticth centurv, In the carly 1900's the schicols were
enccally subject-oriented, wita little or no emphasis in the curriculun
on such areus as soclal adjustaent. In the late twenties and thirtics a
Slexible learning wethou Iaown as the Activity Method which included large
blocks of interrvluted kuwwledge rather than rigid emphasis on specific
subjects, In the forties progressive education became popular in the
schiools, with its cmphasis on child-centered education and individual
differunces: Althouyli undergoing recurrent criticism from adherents of
" the essentialist philosophy, with its stress on learning of fundamentals
and memorization, the progressive theories of education are still pre=-
dominant in most American schools. Teacher training institutions have
of course, reflected these trends in educational philosophy.

Present Americsn teachers' colleges stress field experiences such as
student tesching in conjunction with thorough academi: preparation for
teaching. Prospective teachers choose specialization in either elerentary
or secondary education, and their preparation is geared toward this.

An exsmple of present teacher training methods at American universities
is provided by the Pennsylvania State University Capitol Campus, where I

sm & member of the faculty,
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The teacher training program stresses thorough academic prueparation
and a varicty of field c¢xperiences with a humanistic orientaticn through-
out the curriculum,

The progra:z has che following dasic tencts:

1. « teacher is morc cifective i€ ne knows himsell well; Uspecty

of the curriculum are aimed specifically at this philosophy,

2. The teaclier should te trained to present the national
intercsts in a way taat is meaningful to him,

3. The teacher should have the opportunity to develop his
own educational philosophy and goals,

4, The education curriculum should synthesize the theoret-
{cal and the practical as much as is possible,

These aims arc implemented through the following means:

1. Only candidates are selected who mcet the requirements
dictated by the college teacher training program,

2., Upon admissio. teacher candidates go through rigorous
training in th2 academic skills required ty the pro-
fession combining these skills with extensive field
experience in the classroom.

3. The curriculum includes thorough knowledge of child
development and group dynamics.

4., Students are placed in the field directly and share

time between the field experience and the classroom,

5. Students are guided to 8 thorough knowledge of the
community and its influences on the school.

6. The methclology courses aimed at helping students l;arn
how to teach are introduced in the final two years of

the program,
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7. Coatinui .3 attempts are made to connect the best in

educuti .al theory with the best in educational practice
by thc .nterrclatedness of the field and classroom
expeéricnces

Course coutent in the cducction curriculum ranges from physical
education to modern muth and from concrete to abstract concepts, The
courses include integrated subject areas.

The practical application ranges from tutoring one child to tcaching
3 whole class under the direction of the college supervisor and the
classroom master teacher,

The faculty of the Capitol Campus is of diverse background, all having
graduate degrees and most having attained doctoral degrees., The future
trend is toward employment of only those with doctorate degrees, Most
of the faculty have public school ceaching and/or administrative experience
at either the elementary or secondary level,

The mode of instruction is set by each instructor within the general
framework of University objectives. Affective teaching is the trend, with
studeats having the opportunity to express their concerns and incorporate
them into the objectives of the course. Individualization of instruction
is practiced 88 much as is possible.

Students choose their own faculty advisors to assist in planning their
«cademic programs and helping when the need arises. Students also have the
option of changing faculty advisors if they want to. Each professor engages
in counseling with a group of advisees.

The rationale of the program can be summarized as a humanistic one,

wherein the individual is the primary concern, Through extensive field
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experiencc it 1is believed that the students wiil guin in sclf-knowledge
and self-confidence and attain the positive self-image necessary to
successful teaching. It is believed that if you know yourself, you can
cormunicate more effcctively, Thus the field cxperience is as impor:tant
as the acedemic experience, The theoretical should approach the practical
as much as possible in this as in other areas of teacher training,

The rationale also iacludes the b:lief that a diverse, well-prepared
background on the part of the faculty makes teacher training more effective.

It is believed that self~initiated learning is more beneficial to
students, that better iearning is attained in this way. Inherent is the
belief that you can teach teaching skills but not the ability to teach

itself,
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