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Activity 1: Stalking

Instructional Objective:

The student will be able to move from place to place in the woods without being observed. while at the
same time (observing what is going on (i.e.. stalking).

Procedures:

1. Have students practice stalking after becoming aware of the following s to reduce their
conspicuousness in the woods:

a) Take advantage of the lay of the land and of plant and tree cover.

h) *fake advanta4e of shade and shadows. Avoid exposure to sunlight as much as possible.

c) Walk through the woods making as little noise as possible and with as little movement its possible;
e.g., arm and head movements.

d) Pay particular attention to sounds.

e) Look through trees and bushes rather than at them.

I) Move slowly.

g) Keep eyes moving up and down, left and right, with as little head movement as possible.

h) Practice freezing (holding a fixed position for a period of time).

1) Beware of snakes and poisonous plants, especially when you are crawling on the ground.

2. Relate stalkin=g; abirty to increased chances for observing wildlife in the roods.

Materials:

notebook, pencil

Note:

For practice in stalking, a game may be played in which one or several students try to approach their
classmates without being observed. A point system may be worked out; e.g., the stalker gets so many poin's
for observing his classmates within certain distances without being observed by them. Students should keep
careful records of their observations of what the group is doing while being stalked.
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Atli% ill; 4: ItIcillifyitit; Smut .11}itnal 'Ira( ks

Instructional Objective:

IM( h vuthnI will he able to (cab-et and identif tracks of small animals.

Procedures:

I. Select an area (;x8 feet.

2. Rake (d.f all 'over ,end loosen the soil.

3. Wet it down and rake as evenly as possible.

4. Place some bait such as fruit or meat in the center.

5. Visit the area in the early morning. Observe what tracks are there, and attempt to identify them using
a guide such as those listed below.

Materials:

rake, water. plaster of Paris, coffee cans, cardboard strips, raper clips

Note:

For identification purposes, children may refer to any good track identification books such as

Saeger, Ellsworth. Tracks and Trailcraft.
Murk, Olans. Field Guide to Animal Tracks.
Chase, Myron & Charles. Field Guide to Tracks.
Peterson, Roger Tory. Field Guide to Animal Tracks.
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Activity 7: Identifying Animals from Tracks

Instruct Tonal Objective:

Each child will be able to identify the type of animal and its direction f if travel from its track.

Procedures:

The student will

1. Observe the tracks of a dog, thc tucks of a cat, and compare thc two. (Notice which one shows claw
marks.)

2. Locate some wildlife tracks. Using a guide, identify each. Notice particular claw marks, tail marks,
number of toes on fore feet and hind feet.

3. Determine thc direction of travel of the animal by referring to the track and a guide bor.k. (The claws
arc located in the front and indicate the direction of travel.)

4. Make a sketch of the track, and label it with the identification as found in the guide.

Materials:

Animal track identification chart or books listed at the end of Activity 4
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Student's Name

STUDENT EVALUATION SIIEET

1. Demonstrates stalking skill

2. Identifi-s signs of wildlife

3. Demonstrates cast of track

4. Identifies small animal tracks

5. Identifies animals from signs

6. Demonstrates or describes construction of animal trap

7. Identifies animals from tracks

Observed Not Observed


