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ACTIVITIES FOR STUDYING WILDLIFE
GRADE LEVEL 4 - 6
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Activity 11 Svalking

Instructionad Objective:

The student will be able to move from place to place i the woods without being obserced. while at the
same time observing what ix going on (re.. stathing).

Proccdures:

I.  Have swudents practice stalking after becoming aware of the following wivs to veduce their
conspicuousness in thie woods:

a)

h)

g)

h)

i)

Take advantage of the Llay of the land and ol plant and trec cover,
Take advantaze of shade and shadows. Avoid exposure to sunlight as much as possible.

Walk through the woods making as little noise as possible and with as little movement as possibles
c.g., arm and head mevements.

Pay particudar attention to sounds.

Look through trecs and bushes rather than af them.

Move slowly.

Keep eyes moving up and down, left and right, with as little head movement as possible.
Practice freezing (holding a fixed position for a period of time).

Beware of snakes and peisonous plants, especially when vou are crawling on the ground.

2. Relate sta'kirg abil 'ty to increased chances for observing wildlife in the woods.

Matenals:

notcbook, pencil

Note:

For practice in stalking, @ game may be played in which once or several students try to approach their
classmates without being observed. A point system may be worked out; e.g., the stalker gets so many poin's
for observing his classmates within certain distances without being observed by them. Students should keep
careful records of their obscrvations of what the group is doing while being stalked.
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Actnvity £ ldentifving Siall Aninal Tracks

lostructional Objective:

Fach studend will be ahle to collect and identify tracks of small animals.
Procedures:

1. Selectan arca Hx8 feel.

2. Rake off all cover and loosen the soil.

3. Wetit downand rake as evenly as possible,

4, Place some bait such as Iruit or meat in the center.

5. Visit the arca in the carly morning. Observe what tracks are there, and attempt 1o wdentify them using
a puide such as those listed below.

Matcrials:

rakc, waler, plaster of Paris. coffee cans, cardhoard strips, paper clips

Note:

For identification purposcs, children may refer to any good track identification books such as:
Sacger, Ellsworth. Tracks gnd Trailcrajt.
Murie, Olans. Field Guide to Animal Tracks.

Chase, Myron & Charles. Field Guide to Tracks.
Peterson, Roger Tory. Freld Guide to Animal Trachs.




T v 1 @ o o e e el

il

pe=l
perad

e ciiwilivd wdl (sl a0 bdid iheer B b

il ey Sadmnak lpara &

b piefra? il e el i ko id T A s i by fiea oF

Fracohams

LLIEE JFRATI

Mrmalal bey Cwp s piead, hripmeny, ledi|
Lt {eaaTeei. be el pabering, ol
Thaits i gl

CaeqqdinmE

Talaan

iR aipfer =l reeord g s fperd aad whorsr B e Ceaewd: aed shier el e, e mdd B ober
Ferulij ke ilmaky i mypeor e For pah s

He wl el o o el Gy i il a PPl TotF ik 0 6 |||r|JIrI||.-|

e r e

ey Iy i m mowal prevvs arErns

1=




L W T T IR e T - e

IrmErurd Do
:

Fird Dadew Wil B sl e Fnlmlr 55y 0 icdeved] & iradl Jesa’ el b v [ @S rde s
LT R

Frarelai=
e wosdopn =l

1 |I-‘-:l|rallll""|l|'l-||l-|1|

Traeen & vemedead 8 ierf uawd pipe nian ksl |0 ncbad laag

1 Foll v arvmind ghr smj e ool ihe e e bl ikr guapnd argpigd ghe 1o T
1 Moo eenr bl dach o rem o ol o G0 1

| Fagprar ike Irpg 1a ik rpeaping. Mo g I i e by oare ke e B legr e ieg [Thes =
wiraws e o bacderd Philedum

k faer whE thr snamal o, thra e s nek e e wan wa ensSie by s oo e
| T ——— |l.rr eyl ol ibr bedp oy o

&5 s

phiarel o bi-_ bl Gl b Tepd, evrw i e Ol by e




PAFulToxt Provided by ERIC

Activity 7: Identilving Animals from Tracks

Instructional Objective:

Each child will be able to identify the tvpe of animal and its direction of travel from its track.
Procedures:

The student will —

1. Obscrve the tracks of a dog, the tracks of a cat, and coinpare the two. (Notice which one shows claw
marks.) .

Locate some wildiifc tracks. Using a guide, identify each. Notice particular claw marks, tail marks,
numbecr of tocs on fore fect and hind feet.

Dcteninine the direction of travel of the animal by referring to the track and a guide berk. {The claws
arc located in the front and indicate the direction of travel.)

4. Makc a sketch of the track, and label it with the identification as found in the guide.
Materials:

Animal track identification chart or books listed at the cnd of Activity 4




STUDENT EVALUATION SHEET

Studdent’s Name

Demonstrates stalking skill

Identifios signs of wildlife

Demonstrates cast of track

[dentifies smadl animal tracks

Identifics animals from signs

Demonstrates or describes construction of aniinal trap

ldentifies animals from tracks

Obscrved

Not Observed
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