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' INTRODUCTION

The effect of college attendance uoon the individual student has
- been explored rather closely. during the past fifteen years Attitude
changes as we]l as knowledge acoumu]ated by the student as he progresses
through h1s co]]ege career have been we]] documented (webster, 1958; |

Webster, Freedman and Heist, P962 P]ant 1965; Hoover and Schuitz, 1968,‘

: Trent and Medsker, 1968 Feldman and Newcomb, ]969; Pace and Miine, 1971L)

The quest1on of -the effect of M1am1 -Dade upon the 1nd1vidua1 siudent
is therefore a natura] one to raise. Currently, ]1tt1e 1f anyth1ng is
‘ava11ab1e on changes exper1enced by students as they move throug? Miami—
Dade. toward graduation. In the absence of th1s 1nformation we are able.
to name courses wh1ch students have taken and cred1ts which students have
_earned but we are often not. ab]e to describe the effects these and other
wM1amrDamaenv1ronmenta1 factors have hed -upon then This study was de—

1signed to identify, pr1mar11y from the students po1nt of view, areas in

fwh1ch the col]ege may have had some 1nf1uence upon them. Considered here— e

_nn are student percept1ons of M1amx-Dade s 1mpact upon the1r academic

fgrowth the1r att1tud1na1 deve]opment and the1r act1v1ty in social 1ssues

WOrk done nat1ona11y (Ast1n, ]9b8) has suggested ‘that what a student

o _takes w1th h1m when he 1eaves co]]ege 1s very much dependent on character-

‘1st1cs he had on entry, thus, in add1t1on to descr1pt1ve f1nd1ngs. the
study cons1ders the quest1on of the: re]at1onsh1p between student 1nput and

output spec1f1ca1]y in +he areas of academ1c achmevements and att1tudina1 S
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change. In;so,dOing the s'tudy addresses the issue of the amount of
influence Miami-Dade has in these areas apart from entering student

‘differences.
METHODOLOGY

Data were collected ‘through an adm1n1strat1on of. the Graduate Quest-
'1onna1re, an 1nstrument deve!oped espec1a11y for th1s study Items were

selected for 1nc1us1on‘1n the quest1onna1re after a review of the literature.
A 25% systemat1c random sample was se]ected from the popu]at1on of a]]

Students graduat1ng from the South Campus of Mi ami - Dade dur1ng the 1971-72

academ1c year. A samp]e was ut1]1zed rather than the total popu]at1on be-

cause of the ant1c1pated need to send additional requests for the return

of the quest1onna1re In this way, 202 students were ma11ed the 113 item

quest1onna1re during May 1972 (See Append1x A.) The packet the student

received conta1ned in add1t1on, a cover 1etter from the Dean of Student

Affa1rs and a stamped return cuye]ope auuréssed to the col]ege

The f1rst sect1on of the 1nstrument requested student 1nput 1nformat1on,~!

- 1nc1ud1ng parent educat1on,,reasons for or1g1na11y attend1ng, whether they

had a maJor when they f1rst enro]]ed and so forth A request for the studentd
number ‘was 1nc1uded on. the form so that add1t1ona1 1nput and output 1nforma-‘
“t1on cou]d be obta1ned from the permanent co]]ege records (11ke h1gh SbhOO]
“and co]]ege grade po1nt averages) w1thout the student hav1ng to supp]y them
Other sect1ons of the quest1onna1re were devoted to the student S percept1on1
‘of the co]]ege env1ronment and to h1s percept1on of h1s academ1c growth ‘In

11 79 var1ab]es were sought for each student
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In‘order‘to obtain as high a return‘as possible, fo]]ow—up,letters

, and‘additiona] copies of the questionnaire were mailed to the .non-re-

“spondih; ctudents. . In these second and third maiTings the cover letter

was changed appropriately and the unst1onna1re was pr1nted on d1fferent

‘colored paper in an attempt to attract the student's attent1on

RESULTS

1. Descriptive Findings

Of the 202’students‘se1ected 167 (83%) returned their questiohnaires

‘1n var1ous staqes of comD1et1on Since all 1nf0rmat1on was not ava11ab1e

on all students some of the analyses c0nducted were done w1th fewer than

167 cases The data were analyzed with B1Qmed1ca1 Computer Programs 01D

and 04D (Dixon, 1970).

These findings are available. from’the“Department of Education Research,

‘M1am1 Dade Community C011ege, South Campus The tnterested reader is -

1nv1ted to ur1te for cop1es

‘IILf:Input-Output‘hsseSSment k

A student s co11ege qrade noint averaqe may be cons1dered a- qenera1

1nd1cator,of h1s success as‘a student It 1s therefore of 1nterest to

"exp]ore the factors wh1ch c0ntr1bute to a stucent' qrade po1nt averageﬂ““

”to determ1ne wh1ch are "1mD0rtant" and WhiCh are not Ast1n and Panos,."
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‘-(’966) have used the 1nput output method in the attempt to exp1a1n vari -
'at1on in student ‘outcome, emp]Oylng a var1ety of student 1nput and col-
lege env1ronmenta1 character1st1cs as pred1ctor var1ab1es Recent
studies have also utilized this me thod as well as variants of the input-
output mode] (Th1st]ewa1te & wheeler, 1966; N1cho]s, 1967; Werts & '
.Watley, ]968 Astin, 1968; Craeger 1969 ).

e
ey

Presumab]y if part1cu]ar aspects of the M1am1 Dade environment play
a cr1t1ca] ro]e in g. p a., they w1.. emerge as 1mportant factors. The
cruc1a] quec.ion addressed in this portion of the ana]ys1s was then
wh1ch factors are more 1mportant in determ1n1ng a student s f1na1 g. p a.
(output), qualities and characteristics he has when_he‘enters M-DCC
h(fnputs)‘or‘the particular characteristics of the environiment he finds
here (def1ned asenv1ronmenta] variables). Questions 1ike‘the fo]]owfng
~were of concern: Is a student s fam11y background of greatesL 1mportance? .
Do those most act1ve in c]ubs get the h1ghest grades? How 11ke]y is it
that students with low h1gh schoo] grades cou]d succeed 1n terms of coll ‘ege
g.p.a. ? Do those mest act1ve in po]1t1ca] act1v1t1es do the best gradc~*

wise? And, among others,what ro]e does study1ng p]ay’

In add1t1on, 1nput and env1ronmenta] var1ab1es were exam1ned in
respect to their contr1but1on to any att1tud1na] changes the student may

have. exper1enced

To address these concerns severa] 11near 1east Squares mu1t1p1e
;regre551on ana]yses were performed us1ng a B1omed1ca1 Computer Program

;“(BMD 02R)

Lo
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First, college gréde‘point average was the dependent variab]ér The
31 most significant independent variables emerging frdm‘the group used
in this aha1ysis_weke as follows:

High school grade point average. |

Florida twelfth grade total score.’ ‘

Were you a member of any On-Campus organization?

Did you ask questions in class? |

Sex. L - o .

Did you know and call teachers by their first name?

Are you registered to vote in public elections? - v

Did you find the Tibrary services and materials satisfactory to
_ . your needs? = ., ' : | ,

9. F.T.G. Social Studies score. -

10." Perceived growth in the Social Sciences.

1. F.T.G. Reading Index. = . - -

12, Are you now a member of any. Off-Campus organization?

“13. Did you vote in the-March Primary? o ‘ :

14. Did you keep college textbooks after the end of the semester?
- 15, Were you & member ‘of any organization 1in high school?

16. Did you talk about personal problems with teachers?

17. Have you had a job sometime between last September 1 and April 17 -

18. Did you use the Tlibrary when not working on assignments?

19. Did you read newspapers, magazines, watch T.V. news?

20. Did you help a student with personal problems? '

21.  Florida twelfth grade aptitude verbal.

22. Did you read beoks of your own choice? IR ,

23. Did you have strong convictions about social issues before

- attending M-DCC? R , ; , ;

24. Perceived growth in Study Skills. . _ v o

25. Did you change: your:college. major while at M-DCC? ‘

26.  Have you changed your future job:goal while-“at M-DCC?.
‘j27.f;Did*you have{str0ng‘tonvictions about social isstes while

|,.ooattending M-DCC?
. 28. ‘Did]youldecjde5on,a~c011ege‘major‘before enrolling at M-DCC?
29.  Student image of the college. - S
- 30.." Perceived ‘growth in.the Natural Sciences.
31. Are you active in social issues?.

" The pfdgram‘seTeéts thosevvakiaﬁles which contribute most to the expla-

-nation of‘éollége‘gréde ijnt average. 10ne"at a tim¢ the vakiab]es éfe‘i'
‘”hsteppedﬁ into_the'éqdatﬁoh‘in sqch»a mannek that‘thé‘first‘chbsén eXp1aihs V ‘

most of the dependent variable;ithe‘Secohd‘¢hOSeh explains the next most of

-wHat'kemains‘to béaexpléihed,uand So'fdrth.



In this way the five most significant variables chosen were as
follows:

Step 1: High School Grade Point Average (g.p.a.)

R= .72 F= 34.62

Step 2: High School g.p.a.

F= 10.37

[}

Florida Twelfth Grade Total

R= .78 - F= 8.53

Step 3: High School g.p.a.

: L,

F= 13.86

LY

Florida Td}1fth Grade Total
| F= 6.72
Membership in an on campus club
R= .82 F= 5.51
Step 4: High Séhool g.p.a. |
F= 1461
“Membership in an on cambus club
| | F= 9.80 .
Florida TWé]ftH Grade.Total
N <
--Ask QUestﬁoné‘in class:
| | R= ,85 R 5*”Fe» 4.95
‘,_‘§§g2;§; Florida Twelfth Gradertal_ 3
- | F= 1309
MemBerﬂhip 1n‘an‘bn éampus club B

F= 12,11

I
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“Ask.questions in class

9.59

F
High School g.p.a.

F= 8.10
Sex

R= .87 - F= 4.74

. C]ear]y, ab111ty character1st1cs ossessed by the student upon entry
to M-DCC are the most 1mportant factors in exp1a1n1ng college grade po]nt
average H1gh school g. p a. and f.t.g. total score together produce a
multiple R of .78 eXp]a1n1ng 6]% of the variance of the dependent var1ab1e
Expressed d1fferent1y, if we think of our goa] of exp1a1n1ng 100% of the
reasons why students earn d1fferent college g p a.'s on]y 39% of these

reasons do not relate to student ab111ty at entry..

Prominent among. the'other variabies which exp]ain'some of the
”rema1n1ng 39% of the var1ance are whether the student he]d membersh1p in
_an on- campus c1ub whether he asked quest1ons in c]ass and the SLudent S

3 sext Thus, those who were in c]ubs earned h1gher 9. p a.'s at M DCC than
their fe]]ow students w1th comparab]e h1gh schoo] g. p a. s and f t. g
‘totals but who were not in c]ubs The same was true for those who asked :
quest1ons in c]ass F1na11y, fema]es earned h1gher co]]ege g p.a. 's than
tma]es who were comparab]e to the fema]es on the other four var1ab1es Put-
ting a]] f1ve var1ab1es together produces a mu1t1p1e R of 87 exp]a1n1ng

76% of the varlance of co]?mge g.p.a.

fIn?order‘to‘deternine how welT coilege‘g;p:a;'could'be predictedp
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.~ from Just facts known about the student at entry into Miami- -Dade an‘
additional ana]ys1s was performed w1th high schoo} g.p.a., f.t.g. tota]
and sex as the only independent var1ab1es. The result was multiple R
of .79 exp]aining‘63% of the variance. What a student s final g.p.a.

will be on graduat1on can be pred1cted when he enters within a range of
'about twotenths‘( 2) of .a grade point. For examp]e, cons1der1ng on]y
the f1rst five students in the sarple, a compar1son between g.p.a. ‘as pre-
. dicted by the 3 variables, with the g. p.a. actua]]y earned revea]s the

c]oseness of the predictions as follows:

Predicted g.p.a. Actua] g.p.a. Residual (Actua]-PredQ)

3.15 3.23 18
3.23 3.39 16
2.38 2.5] 13
2.92 2.37 .55
2.97 3.10 13

The equation;utilized for these‘predictions was croSs-va]idated by
applying it to a group of graduates who were not included in ‘the or1g1na1

ana1ys1s

The resu]ts revea]ed that the equation 1nc]ud1ng these var1ab1es is
usefu] s1nce for th1s new sample the avera"e error in pred1ct1on was 1ess

, than three tenths (; ) of a grade po1nt tor each student

A final 1nd1cat1on of the 1mportance of h1gh schoo] g p.a. was obta1ned o
| by cross- tabu]at1ng high schoo] g.p. a. by co]]ege q p a. for ma]es and for
‘females, ‘(Program pub11shed by Commun1ty Improvement Program, 1972) The
resu]ts revea]ed that overa]], of the 66 for whom h1gh schoo] g. p a.'s were d

- ava11ab1e, co]]ege g p.a. s were d1str1buted as fo]]ows
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COLLEGE g.p.a.

1.0-1.9  2.0-2.4  2.5-2.9  3.0-3.4  3.5-4.0

High School g.p.a. .

1.0-1.9 8 6

2.0-2.4 | 5 8 4

2529 2 : 7
3.0-3.4 & 10 |
3.5-4.0 | | o

Tnese results are, of course, on]y for a restr1cted range of students,,m_]dhj—

namely, those who graddated Hence any re]at1onsh1p above wou]d be even hV
more significant on the total popu]at1on. Even with th1s 11m1tat1on:the
'resu1ts are,striking. The "D" high school student who graduated from Miami -
Dade did not'earn over “F“ at Miami-Dade; of the 36 "C" high scho01 studentsx
all but 12 were "C" college students; 10 of the 14 "B" high schoo1 students
were "B" college students and the exceptional h1gh school student (3 5- 4 0

g p a.) was the except1ona1 co]]ege student

The next 1ssue to be exp]ored us1ng regre551on ana]ys1s concerned the
1mpact of Mi an1 Dade in the area of att1tud1na1 chanqe The pr1me quest1on

: was wh1ch students are most 11ke1y to change the1r att1tudes wh11e attend1ng7 ‘Jfﬁ

The depende.; var1ab1e was whether the student had changed h1s convic-

\ h”t1ons wh11e in attendance There were 37 1ndependent var1ab1es‘as fo]]ows:

1. D1d you have strong conv1ct1ons about soc1a1 1ssues before
, attend1ng M-DCC? - :
. ‘Have 'you changed your future. JOb goa] while at M DCC7
- 'Do'you now have a future joL goal in mind?
. Did you he]p students who had persona] prob]ems?

SwWN
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.,[were you art1ve in: soc1a1 1ssues7

jPerce1ved growth 1n study ¢kills. I
. ‘Did:you-work for M- .DCC" as’a; ‘Student,’ ass1stant?~,.w
... Did’ you, read: newspapers, magaz1nes, watch T V news?
9.7 Did you‘'receive: f1nanc1a1 aid? :
“JTOﬁfﬂPerce1ved growth" in: the Natura1 Sc1ences.:
3,11;«QPerce1ved growth in “mathematics’ abilities.
121;}D1d you'use*: the 1nd1v1dua1 Study Center when e dre to
Lo doso? Fi”“ : : o
13.. Whay was your co]]ege grade po1nt average?' '
_J4.me1d you- use’ -job. p]acement serv1ces? ‘
15, F:T.G. rread1ng index, ¢ =

u'.‘37

QTSteQ:1:

.o Did: you-study. in.the' 11brary? o -

.- Did you:use .the’ library when:. not work1ng on ass1gnments?

.ajDid,yougass1st students who had’ academ1c prob]ems? 3
-.Did you use. counse11ng services? = -

. - Did youmta1k about" persona1 prob1ems with teachers?

©..Did you ask. quest1ons An c1ass? ST

jPerce1ved growth in. the ‘Social Sc1ences L

- oeDide you: read books of your own. choice? L

._;Were ‘you-a- member of any’ organ1zat1on in. h1gh schoo1?

. Perceived ‘growth in ‘speakingand conversat1on

. 'Perce1ved growth in wr1t1ng skills. 0 :

. .Did. you: use cooperat1ve education? - J '

;Were you a: member of ‘any.On- Campus organ1zat1ons at M- DCC?
‘Have ‘you- had a Job somet1me betwLen 1ast September 1 and: th1s

}~Apr1] 1?: AP '

;}~What was the h1ghest 1eve1 of formaT educat1on comp]eted by

- Lyour parents? (Father.) -

. What:was'ithe h1 hest" 1eve1 of forma1 educat1on completed by

"~ your: parents7 ?

..~ Did. you dec1de on.a future JOb goa1 before enro111ng at th1s
-A‘co]]ege? L .

..:Did"you " f1nd the 11brary serv1ces and mater1a1s sat1sfactory
- to:your needs? .

..~ Did you keep ‘college textbooks after the end of the semester?ﬁ :
~Were you emp]oyed more than 20 hours per week wh11e‘attend1ng,
M- DCC e ‘ Coe _ o

Sex.. o 5 : ‘
D1d you know and ca]] teachers by the1r f1rst name?

Mother ).

‘results‘Were asffo]lows:”

_Conv1ct1ons before attend1ng

Re .32 L F= 11 1370

‘(Notef regre551on coeff1c1ent 1s negat1ve)




‘fSteg-Zq

Ste9-5$_

ot~

,_ConvictionS-before attending‘

F=' 10 15

‘»Change future JOb goa1 while at M- DCC
o Re -.39?_ghj SR 5.59
x“*SteE 3:

Conv1ct10ns before attend1ng

| | R o8 84

Changed Future JOb goa1 wh11e at M DCC‘
F= 6 83

‘Now have a future JOb goa1 in mind
o Re .44*‘ S 5.7 |
’1. Stegf4§

'Conv1ct1ons before attend1ng

ks ,Fe 9.52 .d
Changed future JOb goa] wh11e at M pee o
| F= 7 26

'Now have a future JOb goa1 in m1nd

F 5 22

' He]p students who had persona] problems

R= .48 ;fk=a 4.35
Conv1ct1ons before attend1ng

F= 1314 L

- Now have a future JOb goa] 1n m1nd

‘"9.F=‘ 5. 33

Changed future JOb goa] wh11e at M-DCC

"Fs' 6.23

”uHelp students who had persona1 prob]ems_"

: F 3 59




.

'Participatfon‘in acttVities before ‘attending M-DCC

R= .50 WF=_ 3.39

:;To be noted by compar1ng the above w1th the resu]ts of the regress1on
on g.p. a. 1s, f1rst of a11,~the 1ower mu1t1p1c BT att1tude change pit |
‘}1s more d1ff1cu1t to exp1a1n att1tud1na1 cha"rm o 1t is: ‘to exp1a1n qg. p a.
Two var1ab1es, f t g and h1gh schoo! g p a. accounted for 61% of the - |
var1ance of M- DCC s g.p. a. wh1]e the f1ve var1abies above account for on]y
‘25% of the var1ance of the dependent variable, changed convictions: wh11e

'fattend1ng

The negat1ve regress1on coeff1c1ent for ‘the f1rst var1ab1e to enter,'
f'conv1ct1ons before attend1ng, 1nd1cates that the person most 11ke1y to

change h1s conV1ct1ons wh11e attend1ng is” the one who d1d not have- strong |
‘:conv1ct1ons to beg1n w1th we see a]so that changes in future JOb p1ans R

accompany the change in conv1ct1ons

‘ There 1s no. s1gn1f1cant re1at10nsh1p between academ1c ach1evement and
~att1tud1na1 change (co]]ege g p a. enters at Step 13 w1th an 1ns1gn1f1cant

hL”F" rat1o) However,,there was an 1nterest1ng trend between these *JO‘”

t Var1ab1es as noted on page 18 of th1s report The suggest1on there is that ;

the re]at1onsh1p may be non T1near

The person who changes h1s conv1ct1ons 1s also more 11ke1y to now
hphave a future JOb goa1 1n m1nd than 1s h1s peer who d1d not change h1s dw‘”
,_conv1ct1ons He 1s a1so more 11ke1y to have he1ped students W1th personal

ﬂprob]ems.

Cip

?‘- A f1na1 regress1on was performed to exam1ne the character1st1cs of -
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the students most 1ike1y't00have positive‘attitUdes toward M-DCC. Once
agawn, ‘this was found not: to be’ assoc1ated w1th academ1c ach1evement The
:‘, best pred1ctor of th1s dependent var1ab]e was - whether the student had

,uhe1ped others w1th the1r persona] prob]ems P051t1ve att1tudes toward ‘M= DCC'#_
?were a]so found to be re]ated to whether a student uses the fac1T1t1es of

-the col]eqe, in part1cu]ar tne 1nd1v1d'11 st enter, and to whether the
“student fee]s he has grown in the use ot -study sk1]]s F1na11y, att1tudes1a;~
_toward M DCC were a]so found to be re?ated to the reason students gave for

or1g1na11y enrol]1nq at M DCC fhose who were encouraged to attend by
‘_others were more 11ke1y to ha»e'pos1t1ve att1tudes than students ~offering

iother reasons for or1g1na]]y enro]11ng
“oiscussxou-

The 1mpact of M1am1 Dade upon the student has been exp]ored | It has.
been noted that academ1c character1st1cs of the student at entry 1nto M- DCC
are the best pred1ctors of h1s f1na1 M- DCC grade po1nt averaqe It may be-‘

: ‘that study tra1ts and the other contr1butors to ones academ1c ach1evement

f‘ are fa1r1y estab11shed by the t1me h1gh schoo] stud1es are comp]eted

Att1tud1na1 changes occur, not surpr1S1ng1y, in. those students who
,‘d1d not ho]d f1rm conV1ct1ons on entry 1nto M DCC A]so, att1tud1na1 con-u =
dv1ct1ons genera]]y were strengtnened in. those students who came to M1am1-;‘
Dade W1th strong conv1ct1ons These two f1nd1ngs re]ate to’ the:"openness
to change" concept d1scussed by Fe]dman and Newcomb (]969) Some further
cross tabulat1ons w1th the data, wh1ch are not presented in deta1] in. th1S-
'report, squest that att1tude change may be re]ated (though not : 11near11y)ga

_to co]]ege g. p av and to sex., It was found for examp]e that for ma]es,

.'fithe h1gher the co]1ege g p a the more 11ke1y the student was to exper1ence f
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some attitude change' For fema]es, a c]ear pattern d1d not emerge'as
"those w1th the. h1ghest co]lege g p - (3.5-4.0) and those with the 1owest
‘atta1ned 1n the samp]e (2 O 2 4) wers more 11ke1y than those in the m1dd1e

range (2 5- 3 4) not to change the1r att1tudes

Wh11e severa] of the character1st1cs of the- M1am1 Dade env1ronment
‘exam1ned in th1s study have been found to be re!ated to ach1evement and
;att1tude change (1n part1cu1ar membership 1n an On Campus c1ub and he1p1ng
students who had persona1 prob]ems) none were as 51gn1f1cant as the var1ab1es
the student possesses at entry However a funct1ona1 out of c]ass enV1ron—«
"ment at M1am1 Dade Commun1ty Co]]ege was purported to ex1st by the graduates,
‘d part1c1pat1ng in th1s study ' Ind1v1duals who have not attended the com-“
f:mun1ty co]]ege may have a d1fferent percept1on of the env1ronment found

i‘there B1rnbaum S (1972) survey of h1gh schoo] Jun1ﬁr revea]ed that com- N

“d mun1ty co]]eges were perce1ved to be—commut1ng rather than res1dent1a1, thus o

‘id‘offer1ng few opportun1t1es for out of ciass act1v1t1es It may be worthwh11euc

Cto stress th1s d1fference between the rea] and: the perceived dur1ng any

student recru1tment drive.

A s1gn1f1cant port1on of th1s study re]ates to fam111ar1ty w1th and
1nteract1on 1n current soc1a1 1ssues wh11e at M1am1 Dade Commun1ty Co11ege
The graduates 1nd1cated that opportun1t1es were afforded by the co]]ege in f
i_d1ssem1nat1ng 1nformat1on about SOC1a1 1ssues and 1n mak1ng soc1a1 serv1ce h

j‘pPOJeCtS an 1ntegra1 funct1on of the curr1cu1um A recent study (Berd1e,‘

‘.,1972) recommends that students be prov1ded w1th many var1ed opportun1t1es‘"ﬂ

ato obta1n exper1ences w1th soc1a1 processes relat1ng to contemporary soc1a1

~;prob1ems In h1s research Berd1e found 1arge numbers of coT]ege students
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who were well 1nformed ‘had. effect1ve probTem soTV1nq sk111s, adept at
' ana]ys1s, skrlled in commun1cat1on techn1ques and thus in a pOSTtlon to

assume a respons1b1e role in social 1ssues

‘L-IMITATIONS'“OF‘“ THE ‘STUD'Yx

The data re1at1ng to most of the var1ab1es cons1dered 1n th1s study
Care based on seTf reports That 1s graduates were asked to g1ve the1r o

-‘own att1tudes, to check off 1ssues 1n wh1ch they were act1ve, to report
'the1r own' s+udy hab1ts and the 11ke No attempt was: made to ver1fy the
'accuracy of these oercept1ons Thus, to the extent that the respondees

B d1storted the1r true fee11ngs the study s f1nd1ngs represent a restr1cted

“v1ew of rea11ty

A second 11m1tat1on has to do w1th the regress1on ana1yses 1n wh1ch

‘:a Targe numoer of 1ndependent var1abTes were expTored w1th a reTat.veTy
'sma11 number of subJects Nunna11y (1967) has warned that when th1s rat1o ur
is on1y 3 1 or 1ess (that 1s, when there are on1y three or fewer subJects

“per 1ndependent var1ab1e) the mu1t1p1e correTat1on in the amp]e W111 ber

"jh1ah1y b1ased upward S1nce the rat1os for th1s study were rouqh]y 5 15

and. 3 1 some upward d1stort1ons of the mu1t1p1e corre1at1on coeff1c1ent may_r
'y_ex1st The ana1ys1s wh1ch was performed 1n the 3 1 rat1o was re done w1th G

on1y 3 1ndependent var1ab1es thereby 1nrreas1nq the rat1o of subJects to |

1ndependent var1ab1es to the more - respectab]e 20 1
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‘May 1, 1972

‘}Déat Gr§dua€e,f

i Cbngrﬁtﬁlatidnd! You have finally arrived at the day
when all that'hard work has paid.off, =

- As-a graduace of Miami-Dade, you-have been selected .
tojpartigipété,inua‘cur;énttaqﬁdyjto.gydluaceﬁthagimpact
thatﬁthisﬁcbylegeﬁhasqhadﬁonjkﬁ53studén:ey~YQUfF¢xpetieﬂces‘
at M-DJC, along with your intefest to contribute o its fme
| "ptqvehent)Qﬁﬁjlfceftgihlyjdddgtoj:hé;affdct;vanela;oﬁ“:hib
. study. Bxﬁgdmp;a:iﬁg;;h@}gnqlogédjquestidnnai:e‘we;will_ba
;ablé”toﬁgvglﬁatQ“;haiimpacpﬁthatJ:hiajpchopl,mgdixuﬁqnﬁyour
;11£ag4ThiBfiﬂ{brmatioh;danﬂthﬁhWgssist,upﬁihﬁqgvalppingij*H
,ﬂ‘prdgfaﬁéﬁto%méetﬂthayneads;pfﬁfuthfhjdidﬁhad?df{atﬁdénti.
| Rleaéd;bgggpsu:édw:bgtgyourﬂ:gépOQQQwaiglgbpiused-fqtﬁ

C dndividually,

- ‘QEnc;osedgi;ﬁé]aelfégddggéscd,'atampadaanvalppanfor |
‘vour;cdnvsnien:efinlr@tnrninzbthelcbmnlkteﬁﬂduektionndirn-
aJTXQut7c66pe;;:idng1nyrthtnithi:ﬁabfqboﬂ'lé possibla is

greatly appraciated, . - 5 POf8iRRA de

~. 7 Thank youmforjaidingausf1n'thisyimporﬁant“s:udy;'As

aggrqdua:q}of*this;ﬁéhool,youtfopiniqnsga:euinvaluable.‘

Ve wish you succass in your future goals:
| © Sineerely,
Clinton G, Gooper .
gDéag,of s:udeﬂth£fairn o

:  [¢¢¢/45;

P.S;ylfsybd”hCVG_hnyvqueétions~plaaséfdo'hqt hekifg:a to,

‘~*c111:quwaoqdd:QhﬁDQpn;:mgnt;a€ﬁ274f1205{,
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G ravuate 3_ Q UESTIONNATRE

3

NOTE: The information in this report is being collected on
. this year's graduating class-at Miami-Dade Junior
College, South. : Your responses are used for group

research and will: NOT ‘be:identified with you individ-

- ually. " Your student number is requested: so that we
may obtain’ additional information “and conduct a
follow—up study '
’ Thank you very. much.
» *DIRECTIONS:’ Use a pencil or pen to | Answer EACH ofthe. following in relation to
nmark (Rf each of the following items. your reasons for ORIGINALLY enrolling at MDJC:
PLEASE . PRINT when you are askéd for]| B ‘ ‘ : ‘ o
‘additional information R o : . ‘ ‘ YES’ NO
vExample ‘ Can more than R ‘ YES . NO 4‘.‘ Quality of ‘progr‘ams’. e e esestasaaannas O O
one ‘answer be marked g
.in each item? e U K _‘5 Special interest’ in MDJC course or program O o
‘ ) 6. To prepare forajob ................ OO
1. Your ) ' i }
Student . 7. Financial aid from MDJC. T .OO
Number: .~ ‘- ‘ o
»8 Costs of attendance.. ....... Caededa e, O:-0O
2. o Male kFemale : 9. Encouraged to do s0 by other people ........ 00 ;
A 10 Convenience to your home.....‘..‘....,.......‘.O..O
3. Your age on January 1 of this ll Wanted to be with your personal friends...., OO
‘ year (mark one) o S R
v i R 12 Other " (1ist .below)...............'.. ..... Oy
l7for_younger.........u.... ......... (w i S : ) : O O
18 viiieiiinaas Ceedeianas RTINS = §
N S 0
20 tiiiad i i e i s <0
2 SR U S seededes [
22 or 0lder.vseriarinerisiinaenas a
Are. you: L YES NO
13. Living at home WITH your o 17 & 18. What is'the HIGHEST level of formal education
L PAarents. .. iV, OO ) 'completed by your parents? .’
: . PR it : ‘ (check one in each column) ‘ S
14. Married...‘...‘.....‘........'O;. O S S FATHER - MOTHER : oo
; e T . Elementary school.. ereaesan N« I | S .
15. Married to OR plarning IR | s L LT S i
“to ‘marry someone you met IR S Some high school ............ -0 (]
- at Miami—Dade SRR o X210 § R ‘ e
AR "High school graduate .........'. 0.0
'(If 'you are married omit . s ol . VR
the next 1tem) ‘ BT, ‘ ‘ Some college........'......‘......~D“‘. -0
16, Planning to marry within oo I ) B College degree. ..o ' essaived s n . o
: fthe next: year e OO A L
. . ; L e : Postgraduate degree. cevediedves [Fraeen [m] !

Answer EACH of" the following T A . YES 'NO

19.~,,'n1d you work for MDJC. as: Q"smnsm ASSISTANT.........“...........'.‘........7........‘O O

20. Have ‘you had:a ‘job- SOMETIME between last September-1 and this April liveee.'vseass 00O

‘ 21.",{Were you' employed MORE: thsn -20%hours per week while sttending MDIC...... R o

224 Didiyou: decide on a future job.qgoal BEFORE enrolling ‘at’.this college... . OO
«.23“Ha"e youCHANGED your ‘future! job goal while ‘at. MDJC..,......... ..... y.......'.’.. ...'O.'.'o';

3 24. Do you NOW have &a: future*job goal in mind.. .‘,‘,,_v,”.'__ ‘ IR o . o

A FuText providsd by e RS




,-2’_

Answer EACH of the following as it applies to you:

YES NO
25. Did you decide on a college major BEFORE enrolling: at MDIC. .. ... .... ceheaa O O ‘
26, Did you CHANGE your college major while at ‘this college..‘ ..... Crer e O--0

. ‘27. Are you REGISTERED to vote in public elections..

28. Were you ELIGIBLE to vote in the March Primary. Ceteae

OO

o0
29. Did you vote in the MARCH PRIMARY ..... PR ...'cj..(),‘

00

. “ J J ) Jff . .-730. .- Did you vote in the recent MDJC ELECTIONS ..... L
31. ‘Were you a member of any organizations in. HIGH SCHOOL..‘..' .......... e oo . » - B
; 32. Were you a member of any, ON CAMPUS organizations at MDJC...... e e OO
33, Are you NOW a member of. an) OFF—CAM'PUS organizations S L :o.;oi
34, What'is the HIGHEST. academlc degree|{|While AT MDJC have you used any of the special
that you plan to complete? student services listed below? YES'' NO
‘ 7 (Check one) . 35, AQVISENG...e.uiueiiariiaii.s . R
Associate degree..'....,.. ........ e 6. C elf . ‘ D“ Q
Bachelor's degree....uv.ou'svisunavis ) cunseling. “"DD
Master's degree‘..‘.......'.‘.......--‘--"O ‘37,' Financial aid..... CJD )
Other -postgraduate’ degree............ O |38 Testing...}.............. ..... v geen
Undecided ‘at this time...-‘-----‘-_ ----- @) 39, ' Job placement..f..'..‘.....'........D'..D
‘ Other (list below) B Y O 40.  Cooperative Education.......,.:. oo
‘ R 41, Other‘-’(list'below),..............D "’D‘

e o o N - > .
Did you: . P e e ) 2 ‘exf\'@ 0\:5&
42, STUDY in. the library.....‘..,.......‘. ...... OO Q-
43. ' Use the library when:NOT working on assignments. .. R O
44, - Find the 1ibrary SERVICES and MATERIALS - satisfactory to your needs O .. 8 ) O
45. "Use the Individual Study Center when NOT required to do so....._....."o O o O
46, ‘Ask questions IN class....... . N .....O Lo O L
47. Know and call TEACHERS by their first ANE. L vheees s it viun..s, 00 0O
_48._;-Talk about | personal problema WITH t:eachers.........‘...'......‘..J‘.‘...4.'. OO o YO
49. ‘Assist students who had . ACADEMIC problems QO O
‘50.'.Help students who hadPERSONAL problems Ve O O @) )
51, Keep college textbooks AFTER the end of the semester . e . O-: O g
: Describe your WEEKLY activity in EACH' of the ;l ' WHILE  attending. MDJC
following areas NOT- required in: your clesses : o w
WHILE attending MDJC TONGA o N A
£S5 N ey
o gy Y
' g8 &5 S&
| : RN “ NS TS g 8
«52.EREADING the newspaper..,........’......'..‘.‘........‘........>......‘.yDf o - i
s ‘ .53, _WATCHING television news'reports. and news specials......‘. TREDERTN w RN o . ﬁ
‘ ', 54.  LISTENING to ‘radio news reports’and news specials...........). gy e g
55. _READING (news) magazines and/or joumals........‘.....‘...’.......‘ o .o .o
56 “‘READING about current 1eaues and ,Problems that. interest you.u. . D .. 0 : PR = I
57. WATCHING television epecials (on" environmental.& social issues. 0. ERIRI = B .
58. READING bookB of your ‘own, choice.....................‘.‘. EREETI w (w DE - IS

JAFuiToxt Provided by ERIC




ey

| 22
Answer EACH of the following as 1t applies to vou:

STRONG STRONG 'CHANGED

59,

© 60,
61,
62,
63,

64,

65.

66.

'\: 67.

68,
69,

* Convictions Convictions Convic¢tions
- Before ' While While
Attending Attending Attending
. MDJC Lo MDIC .. L MDIC
‘ . 0 " Yes No | Yes No | Yes . - 'No
Political beliefs. O 0l O O ‘iC)' e O
'Race relations....."'o e O » o L O 17o v O
Vietnam Marnn G o T O SO ke R
kEcology issues...."." @) S ._o o) e O g O ....”oi]
‘Igsues about drugs. e O O 0 QO - @)
Religious beliefs.. e ....y:o‘: Qe O - O IO '
Women ] Liberation. O v O E Q O h ! o R O
Consumer iasues....;yo ,..,..‘O Q e O | O O
Police relations... o XET Q O San e 1 o MR 0O
c°mu§1ty issues..". () O O : o i '®) O
Birth eoptrqlf...,;' @) ‘."...‘Of' Qe O : o "-...‘O
- . Active'in . .’ Active in- P:lanb to ‘
?2;Y§:iigcﬁs°ftthe“ . BEFORE * . . WHILE AT *, . CONTINUE
" applies to vous: .- " Attending . MDJC ' Being. Active
pp R yo! 3 MDJC . " ‘ “in.the’ Future
R O T .. 'Yes ' "No' ; ,"t;exs‘ I\‘J‘,o_"s‘ Yes. ) ‘,No“
70. ‘Political issues........i.....pg ..., al|{ ool Q-0
71.. Racial "issues...";..‘...'..‘....'..-D‘ n N DD : o.. D
72, Expressing your opinions about ST (R R W
: ©. "the VietnamWar..........Dw....\ (= Q. seee O g ....0
73’.>"Ecology projects.............. (nk D o D“ D o Q. .---0.
74, Expressing your: opinions on- - G el R
" . the legalization of marijuana D‘ gl gy 0 a s JERSOFRNE w RS
75. _Religious practices........... a el g o'l.g ..o’
76, Expressing your opinions on . RN ‘ S o
' WomenaLiberation.........u el g gl O
77. Conaumer projecta............‘.‘Dw.‘... D ‘ D al o n
.78, ‘Expresaing your opinions ahsut - e B v S '
v police activitiea..........,g gl eeecadloooeee
79 Projects to solve co-unity R B L ‘ Ul
B problems.................... Q- .- l'a....
.|-80. Expressing your -opinions on o T v ‘
birth control............... [ OO = B N w DY
Answer EACH of the following in relation to any o
: personal GROWTH: that you have experienced as a ', R
result of ATTENDING MDJC: SR AN

8L WRITING stLLs.......;.....;..;......{.....;.;.

J‘sz. Skills in SPEAKING and CONVERSATION............‘M

‘”84}f]Abi11:1es tn MATHEMATICS.\vvvvissaninnsesanins

85 Knowledge in- thc SOCIAL sczzuczs........;..;.."' |

$¢
o)
83. STUDY SKILLs..................5;...,7..3,.f...fc);.
o
o
©)

>~Knowledge in the HATURAL scrzuczs
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| DIRECTIONS: PLEASE use this key in answering the following statements;

( 5) = STRONGLY agree with the statement

(4) = Agree with the. statement but NOT strongly

“( 3) = Disagree witn the statement but NOT strongly

(2) STRONGLY disagree with ‘the statement :
( 1) = Do not have EhOUoH information to agree or disagree

. Example:  “( 5) Students snould be free to express their‘opinions-about
: S h”‘theiryexperiences’at‘MDJC; - : T R

‘() 87. There was.too much. concern' at - 1[() 92, what I have ‘i¢arne¢ nece has not’
i s Miam1 Dade about class attendance , .. helped me to muks n’wices about
t ~ » - o «future ‘Job gr,:~ "
S B . () 88, I have become more aware of the B .
o problems of others since attending (). 93, There wasn 't much to do ‘on campus
MDJC. . S except to go to claas and study

" () B9. Books-and materials required to ‘
‘be read here were not intelesting; () %4, At MDJC there - were opportunities ol
b . for informal social experiences
() 90. People close.to me have benefited‘ © T rwith other students.‘_
‘ from my experiences 8t Miami—Dade; ().95. ‘Since attending Miami-Dade I have
‘ ", comer to understand myself better

() 91. 1 felt‘"lost" when I- first came’ ‘ o o
) . . t
_ to. Miami Dade Junior College., ()96, MDJC realizes hat ‘each’student.

18 an’ individual “and treats them as such

() 97, MDJc\was‘not interestedfin me’as a*person
() 98, Genera‘ly, the classes here were pr«tty interesting._

() 99, 1 didn t have an o portunity to get involved with community affairs and
LRl P
‘:problems while ‘at Miami—Dade JUnior College

: (‘)100.‘ HDJC has helped me to: discover the satisfaction of independenr study.

(‘)101.' Most students here are like numbers in 8. book v

(H102. Miami—Dade has helped me to see - (V)IOB; ‘MDJC has helped me to change some
Tboth sides of certain issues BT § R " off ‘my attitudes about my future.

1¢:)109. 'Educational experiences at Miami--r
. Dade;were’ unrealist‘c when compared

(1)103. If I needed help in'a lubject,flf
B ‘ to. the outside world.

. know' that ‘someone on: the facultyV“
_will be glad to: help ‘ L
: ()110, ,The instructors here take a. personal

()104. iAt MDJC courses were related to p‘ L7 ;i .interest in’ their: students , s
c community 155035 and problems S e)rn, MDJIC has helped me to think ' thingsﬂ‘p;

through and arrive at answers more ,

~()105. What T learned here will not helph © quickly. .
‘ .me in my future occupation.‘ .

(‘)112.‘ InformatiOn useful to me has come

. (-Yl06." _Educational experiences at’ Miami-f o from'my educational experiences here
G de''1 d that-I~ '
) 32 :elit me‘ 9 the: things‘k a I : (:)113," Coming to Miami-Dade has not

: : ‘ Michanged ne’ in any way.
- ()107.. T have gotten more out of the ‘ ' L ‘ R
: ‘»“course work here than I expected =

Aruntoxt provided by Eic




