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The study reported here deals with the problem of

determlnlng what testing dewice can best indicate a foreign student's
readiness for satisfactory gerformance at the college level,

espec1ally in courses requiring a good command of reading and writing :

- skills in English. The study considers several standard proficiency
tests and devises a formula that compares the relationship of
performance results on those tests with students' performance in
college courses. Details of the study methodology as well as of
comparison results are provided along with conclusions concerning the
sultablllty of particular tests. (VM)
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Faculty in the Portland State University Center for English as a Second
Language have indicated some dissatisfaction with available méasures of
English language mastery appropriate for their students. The results of the

Burgess and Marks (1968) study showing no significant correlation between

grade point average and scores on the Lado Test of Aural Comprehension
tended to reinforce those feelings. _They have begn concerned specifically
wi;ch the need for a test that will indicate mastery beyond the first stage of
oral English proficiency and general reading skills tc a level of mastery that
will indicate the students' readiness for satisfactory perfor‘mance at the ¢ol—
lege level, @specially in courses requiring a good command of reading and
Writing of English, Since several different tests have been consistently .
used in the PSU foreign étudent program, it was decided to seek first a formal
evaluation of‘present tesfs. Such a study wouldv not only give a preliminary
evaluation of the tests, but would aléo have value'in pointing to new areas
that need to be fufther investigated in connection with the problem of evalu-
_atiﬁg .p‘ro;fi‘ci‘e'ncy'. , | ) ‘ |
‘Purpose .
This study was designed to obtgin information on the degree of relation-

ship existing among student scores on various proficiency tests of English
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designed for use with foreign students and students' performance in college
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Method
Data were available in the files of the Center on some of the foreign

students for several different tests. The Michigan Test of English Language

Proficiency ', Form B, (Upshur“g._t_. e_a_l_.', 1965) was used at the beginning and

end of the first term of English 110 (the Intensive‘Course in English as a
Second Language.) Scores were available for many students on the Lado Test

of Aural Comprehension (Lado, 1957.) In addition, scores were available for

some students on the TOEFL, the Test of English as a Foreign Language of the

Educational Testing Service (ETS, 1970.)

A laboratofy oral gr;’ade and a written examination grade were available
for each student in the English 110 course. -

From the students' transcripts were obtained‘ three different, but over-
lapping grade point averages to be used as measures of écademic achievne—
ment. The first measure was the "Total GPA" obtained using grades and
crédits for all coﬁrses taken in which grades were earned and weighting the
gradevs A=4, B=3, C=2, D=1, F=0. The second measure wa§ obtained in the
Same way excepf that grades in Eng. 110 wére excluded from the computation
of the GPA--and was labkelled "GPA w/o Eﬁglish 110." The third measure of
academic achievement‘was the GPA Computed as ‘bef‘ore, but excluding all courses
thought to permit adequate performance without a<good mastery of English. For
thié "Weig‘hted GPA" all_cour‘ses in art, music, physical education, and bath—
ematics Were excluded as were also the grades in Englis‘h 1].‘0’.

Dat'a. on all of}‘these measures“were' obt’ainab‘levonv 17 students .taking English
110, the Interisive'Co‘urse in English as a‘k Second .Lar‘l"g*\ulage,‘,durincj Fn‘f;;;ll., 1‘9r66.
GPA's‘were based on Hall COUfSé§ taken at'?o'rtyla‘nd State U'ni"versity‘through‘

S‘ummer‘, 1970. ‘In most»ca‘seslthis included only work during the 1966-67
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academic year.
Results and Discussion
Descriptive statistics on this group appear in Table 1. (Below)
Table 1

Summary Statistics on 1966-67 Foreign Stqdents

(N=17)

Variable Mean _ Svtandard Deviation
Lab oral grade | | 50.12 . 6.6l
Written exam grade 3.35 ' | .71
Michigan English Test 3l 57.70 . { 11.09
Michigan English Test #2 T 67.41 12.04

‘Lado | 65.35 . 14.18
TOEFL 472,58 : 63.17
Weighted GPA 1.96 1.34
GPA w/0 Eng. li0 2.27 1.39
Total GPA 2.99 72

Perhaps the most interesting features in the statistics are those on the three
overlapping GPA measures.

First, the range‘ of dif%erences in GPA's as indicatéd by the standard ﬁe—
viations, Waslvery large. Apparéntly thé d‘ifférences in levé‘l of perfo;mances
amo??g these foreign students Wa‘:s‘ much greater than that of n;tive studénts for
which the standard deviation is usually about .50 1n this University.

A second feature of interest is the relétiv_ely high mean GPA of 2.99 which
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is well':irabo‘fe the average for beginning students aé a whole. The reduction in
the GPA:-_‘resulting from the elimination of Eriglish 110 grades, and the further re-
duction When grades in aft, music, physical education and mathematics ‘aré
eliminated briﬁgs their performance level down to fhat of beg.inning‘ students in
general, Abparently these fqreign students are much more successful in earning
grades in courses placing less emphasis cn language, or in courses especially
designed for them. |

The COrrélations between all of the measures for this group of students are -

reported in Table 2. (Below)

" Table 2

Intercorrelations between Variables
(N=17)

Writing Mich Mich Lado TOEFL Wtd GPAw/o Cum

. Grade Engl Eng2 GPA ' Eng 110 GPA
Lab Oral Rating 14 .55 .43 .59 .66 .22 .12 .24
Writing Grade 37 .59 .34 .66 .66 .70 .62
Michigan Eng Test I 73 .78 .71 .35 .13 .07
Michbigan Eng Test 2 .78 .81 .66 .51 .49
Lado Aural Test | 71 .57 .33 .30
TOEFL Score ) | .56 .48 .53
Weighted GPA - 91 .83

. GPA w/o Eng 110 - .91

r 2 ,48 is significant at ;05 level
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Several conclusions aboqt the tests can be drawn from the rélationships revealed-
by these correlations.,

First, the criterion measufes——the three GPA's were highly rela‘ged as would
be éxperted since they were based on almost the same basic data. The ’high
correlations do raise the question of the utility of computing special GPA's as
opposed to the use of a total GPA (often already computed by the Registrar.) In -
general the pattern of the correlations of the other measures with the GPA's was
similar regardless of the GPA used. On the dther hand thé correlaﬁions with the
other measures tended to be lower with "total GPA" than with the two other GPA's,
and the highest correlations tended to be with the’ "weighted GPA." Apparenﬂy
the tests do a better job of predicting grades in "verbal" courses, and this ef-
fectiveness tends‘ to be obscﬁred when grades from the less verbal coursés and
English as a Second Language are included,

A second conclusion was that there tended to be a high relationship among
the three published tests involved in fhe study, w:ith all th.e‘correlations above
.70 . Whatever each of these tests is measuring, some 50% or more of what it

measures it has in common with the other tests.

Only one of the tests, ths Educational Testing Services' Test of English as

a Foreign Language (TOEFL) was significantly correlated with all of the other

variables with correlation coefficients ranging from .48 to .81, If this kind of
result were to hold‘up in studies involving larger numbers of students this test -
would appear to be one of the best choices for use in admissions decisions in-

volving foreign studezits.

Thé results with the Michiga'n Test were a little confusing. Results from .
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the first administration, done before school began were significantly related
only to the English 110 lab oral rating (and to the other published tests.) On
the second administration (at the end of the first term) scores were significantly

related to all other measures except the lab oral rating. The Michigan Test

given at the end of the first term was one of the best predictors of'the weighted
GPA, and was as good'as the TOEFL for the other GPA measures. The puzz].indg

thing is wﬁy the first administration did not éhow more predict.ive efficiency

than it did. At this point several hypqtheses could be suggested. Statistics

based on so small a group tend to be very unstable; so the results may simply

be due to such random variations. A second possibiilgty is that such effects have
been produced in séme way by the nature of the instruction during the term,

perhaps involving instruction about- the taking of tests. A fh’ird possibility is that
variations in the éircumstances surrounding the administration of the tests may

‘be affecting the results., For example the.obvious formality of TOEFL procedures and

the classroom. testing for the second Michigan Test in contrast with the less

formal, small group administration in the Counseling Center may lead to different
reactions by the students. Further study should be made to determine the reasons
for these results,

The Lado Test of Aural Comprehension was Signific;antly. related to the lab oral

‘rating, to the other tests, aﬁd to the weighted GPA, but not to the cumulative GPA ,
or ‘to the GPA Without‘ Eng'lish 110 grades, Results with the total GPA tend to agree
with previous results from the Burgess and Marks study (1968.) The correlation
with the lab ‘oral r-a‘c‘iﬁg was éxpecféd,. but it wés _nét expected that this correlation

‘would be less than that for TOEFL or so nearly the same as that for the Michigan
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Test which is completel& a written test. In short, the Lado test did not seem
- to predict other scholastic performance consistently or witﬁ greater accuracy than
did the other measures. Apparently each of these three tests measures different
skills which may \.fary in importance relative todfhe state and level of the foreign
student.

The best predictor of the foreig’n student's performance as indicated by GPA
measures was his writing grade in the English 110 course.

Weighted GPA was best predicted by either the English 110 writing graae or

the score on the second administration of the Michigan Test, Total cumulative

GPA was -also best predicted by the writing grade, It was 'also related to scores

on the second Michigan Test and TOEFL . This lattef combination applies also
to the GPA minus English liO grades. |

In summaty, the data suggest a difference in the effectiveness of predictors
before and after an intensive course in English as a second language. Before
such a course the most useful measure of those studied would appear to be ti’le
TOEFL . After completion of such an intensive course the best predictor of per-

formance in other college work has been thé writing grade in the English course

itself, followed closely by the score on the Michigan Test given at the end of the
first term in English liO. Any GPA would appear tc; make a reésonablé critérion
measure, but relationships tended to be sharpened and clarified by use' of grades in
courses théf involve molre Engliskh proficienCy in the performaﬁce reql‘,lired‘of
students (as in the "weighted GPA.") Judging from the data in this study and others
the writers feel that thé‘LadQ test has been less ﬁelpful than othe‘rs in the prediction
of academic-achievement.

Next questions to consider would include the reasons for the variability in
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‘results on the M'ichigan Test from the beginning to the end of the course, as well

as verification of these results on a larger group of students.,
Implications for ESL Programs

The resuits of this study suggest the great importanceyof proficiency in the
readiﬂg and writing of English to successful performance of college work by foreigﬁ
students. The development of such skills should be given a high priority. Oral
ability in English which may be important at the beginning of ESL instruction does
not appear to be very important at the advanced level in predicting academic
achievement, | |

In this connection it is suggested that further study be made of graduate and
unciergraduate scholastic perform_ar;ce in relation to level of English language‘
proficiencies. Results from a study as limited as this one in terms of sample
size and involvement of a single institution cannot be very definitive or general-
izable. HoWever, as mentioned earlier this study can serve as a. pointer to areas‘

of further research of language proficiency.

References

Burgess, T.C. and Marks, M.M. English aural compre-
hension test scores as a prediction of academic success
among foreign students.Educational and Psychological
Measurement, 1968, 28, 1225 - 1231.

Educational Testing Service. Test of Englishas a Foreign
Language: Interpretive Information., Princeton, N.J.:
Educational Testing Service, 1970,

Lado, R. Test of Aural Compfehension, Ann Arbor, Michigan:
English Language Institute, University of Michigan, 1957,

Upshure,J.,May,H.,Tanaka, M. & Thrasher,R._Michigan Test
- of English Language Proficiency Form B.AnnArbor, Michigan:
EnglishLanguage Institute, University of Michigan, 1965. A




