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Introduction

The American Society has always given the schools of its nation a

mandate to exert a positive influence on its youth. The schools have been

asked to shape the attitudes and values of its students as well as to pro-

duce skilled members for productive positions in society. A growing niAmber

of educators, especially those in the urban setting, are being reminded

daily through dis ptive (and sometimes violent behaVior that the schools

are not fulfilling their purpose for all of its young. This would seem to

indicate that the impact of the educational experience on that population

of students has been a failure, or that there are other institutions and

factors that have a greater socializing impact than the school. The Final

Report of the Task Force on Urban Education of the Department of Health,

Education, and Welfare (1970) advised:

Urban education systems are facing a major challenge to provide
appropriate learning experiences for the various life styles of
their vast numbers of students. The indicators of this challenge
are extremely diverse in their intensity and scope: student
unrest on the university campuses and in high schools, local com-
munity groups, seeking control of their neighborhood schools,
clashes with law enforcement agencies, complaints being made with
regewl to use of Federal funds, teacher strikes, voter rejection
of large city schcol bond issues, the preliferatj.on of alternative
plans for educating students, lack of priority, for education in
State and local governments. By far, the greatest number of such
indicators - interacting on and intensifying each other - are
taking place in our cities.

During the past decade, the number of young people expressing dis-

satisfaction with the educational institutions in their communities grew to

alarming proportions. These youngsters were found in communities in every

part of the nation, but they were located in the urban centers in far

larger numbers. As a result, federal alhd state legislatures, school

boards universities, educators, and community and civic groups here been



called upon to find solutions to the problems of urban education. The

search for solutions has led many large.school systems to explore the role

of alternative schools in the educating of alienated youth. Innovative

alternative schools have been opened in Chicago, Philadelphia, New York,

Berkeley, and Atlanta and many more cities are planning alternatives. The

trend toward innovative high schools has captured the attention of school

administrators across the nation.

Purpose of the Study

The purpose of the study was to determine the attitudes of known

male gang members attending an Innovative high school (the Philadelphia

Parkway Program) toward the major socializing institutions of our society;

schools, government (law enforcement), family, peers, and themselves. The

study was also intended to determine the extent to which known male gang

members, who attend an innovative alternative high school, differ sign 'i-

cantly in their attitudes over a period of time from each other and from

known male gang members who attend one of the traditional high schools in

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Many Philadelphia schools at the secondary level are plagued with

the problem of a high degree of disruptive pupil activity. This activity

affects the entire educational progr4 within these schools and also the

safety of students as they move to and from school. Much of this disrup-

tive activity has been attributed to boys who are known to belong to sub-

groupscalled gangs. Parents, students, teachers, administrators, and

members of the comminity at large are concerned with increasing gang

activity and its consequences

in general.

school programs and the larger comrainity



Extra - curricular activities, lunchroom service, lavatory usage,

hall passage, and fighting, both wit f- the school building and in the

immediate vicinity, are said to be greatly influenced by the behavior of

boys known to be gang oriented. Truancy, class cutting, poor attendance,

lateness, and the destruction of school and public property are seen

directly related to gang behavior.

Public transportation policy, police deployment at strategic times,

additional non-instructional personnel, parent patrols, school schedules,

and dismissal times are influenced by the presence of gangs in some schools

and communities. If schools are to effectively alter the negative influ-

ence that the gangs of ihiladelphia have on their educational climate, then

more information on the role that schools play in the shaping of the

behavior of individual gang members is needed.

When an individual arrives at the secondary school level, he co

at a particular point in time during the socialization process. What the

individual brings with him to school is consequently a culmination of his

interactions with the family, teacher, peer group, and broader community.

Loose connections with adult institutions are felt to promote intense

attachments to the peer group. If memberehip in a gang reduces still

further the opportunity for the development of positive interaction with

adult socializing institutions, the gang can become the exclusive vehicle

for the satisfying experiences and support sources that are essential to

all human beings and especially to adolescent individuals.

The associatiew off the amount of satisfying experiences attained in

traditional institutions and the degree of alienation and separation from

these institutions is founded upon the concept of equal and unequal oppor-

tunity. Utilizing this concept, alienation may be viewed as a failure to
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identi with the norms and values of traditional socializing institutions.

Such alienation could indicate that equal opportunity is not afforded

certain individuals for the achievement of success status within the fro

work of those institutions.

Cohen's (1955) proposition is that when individuals are unable to

succeed in terms of the criteria of the traditional institutions, they

suffer loss of status and self-respect. Consequently these individuals

join together to reject traditional standards and values and to establish

their own criteria of success. Parther support for viewing conflicting

value formatior as a reaction to the lack of opportunity for achieving suc-

cess is given by Tannenbaum (1951) who describes anti-social group forma-

tion as the consequence of the failure of socializing agencies such as the

family and the school as an incDridual's primary reference group. In order

to explain the degree of alienation and extent of a group's conflict with

socializing institutions, Sutherland's (1939) theory of differential asso-

ciation was utilized. Previous rese-: h done by Cloward and Ohlin (1961),

and others supported the application of this theory to the study.

Sutherland's theory postulates that traditional institutions and the

gang compete with one another. The differential frequency, duration,

priority, and intensity of interpersonal associations within those institu-

tions affect the extent to which the values Of the group are accepted or

rejected by the individual.

According to Clark (1962), the importance of education traditionally

has been recognized by civic leaders and social scientists alik

for national and individual development. But whereas civic leaders are

inclined to see education as primarily functional to the production of

skilled manpower, social scientists are more apt to stress the role of



education as "working to change the balance of different attitudes and

values in the population." Anderson (1966) supports the social science

position by stating that "it is through education that children develop new

conceptions of what kind of person they are. They adopt new rules for

their conduct and acquire loyalties to new ideas and new groups." The

school, like the family, serves as a basic agency of socialization. It is

expected to instill certain norms and values and to affect aspirations.

Many researchers of juvenile gang behavior have found that

delinquent gang members are les's likely to identify 4th the norms and

values of the educational institution which they attend than are non-

delinquent boys. Reckless (1956) found in his study of gangs that in con-

trast to non-gang members, gang members were in conflict with the normative

pattern- surrounding the educational institutions that they attended.

Bogardus (1953) isolated a number of factors that he believed to be the

cause of boys joining gangs: school dislike and school failure were among

those thought to be most dominant. Kvara eue (1959) found that 67 per cent

of the delinquent boys that he studied expressed a strong dislike for

school. The Gluecks (1950) in their comparison of delinquents and non-

delinquents concluded that 88 per cent of the delinquents expressed an

intene- dislike for school. Block and Flynn 1956) .scovered that most

studies list negative attitudes toward echool as a major characteristic of

deliaq'!ent gang members.

Most contemporary theory implies that the delinquent gang is a sub-

culture through which status is attained by demonstrating opposition to pre-

vailing institutional standards. Theories of delinquency suggest that

delinquent groups collectively respond to adolescent efforts to establish
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identity and to overcome frustrations arising from an inability to achieve

success through legitimate means.

There seems to appear in the theories relating to delinquent group

formation, the implication that satisfying experiences within certain

socializing agencies an overcome the influence of the delinquent gang as a

reference group. A school that provides an individual with the opportunity

to achieve success, gain mutual support, and develop a positive. self-

identity and feeling of personal worth should be able, to some degree, to

effectively influence that individual's values and norms.

The Philadel his. Par.

The Philadelphia Parkway Program challenges many traditional con-

cepts of secondary education. There are no school buildings, no grades,

and very few "rules." Instead, its students are encouraged to find their

own curriculum, their own classroom space, and in some cases, their o

teachers from among the resources of the urban community. The program's

structure is as much the work of the students as of the educational admin-

istrators. The students take en active role in the planning and adminis-

tration of their school. The school is organized into "units learning

"communities," each of which serves a maximum of 2C0 students.

The program is non-competitive; students receive credit or no

credit for their learning experience. There are no report cards. The stu-

dent competes only against himself. The student receives an evaluation at

the end of each quarter and in turn evaluates the instructor and the value

of the course offering. The student may take a course in a variety of

and in a variety of places. The student may teke a course at the Free



7

Library, the Art Museum, the city zoo, at one of the local universities, at

City Hall, in a private home, an auto repair shop, a hospital, with a om-

munity service organization, or at the Franklin Institute. The student is

encouraged to seek out and develop his own curriculum. Students must take

a certain amount of course work that will lead to the satisfaction of

mandated State educational curriculum requirements, but these may be earned

in a manner vastly different from the traditional method.

The literature on the Paskway Program. states that what the program

is all about is an attitude toward learning, An attitude which suggests

that learning is enjoyable profitable, and enduring. Because of this

attitude toward learning, the student is expected to feel that the school

is working with him and not against him, and that his interests and needs

will be taken into account and supported. The Parkway Program lists among

its goals and objectives:

To provide an opportunity for each student to experience suc-
cess in achieving.

To provide an opportunity for all students to serve others and
the community.

c. To allow each student to experience in a real life setting,
that which will lead to self-discipline and selfresponsibili

To provide the student an opportunity to recognize and under-
stand human behavior and interaction.

e. To demonstrate that informal education can reduce problems
which have become associated with traditional high school pro-
grams . . dropout: gangs, low academic achievement, aliena-
titon, and chronic 6,bsenteeism.

5r

The most recent description of. the Parkway Program is John Bremer's book,

The School Without Walls, written with Michael Moschzisker (1972).

The OSTI Incorporation (1972) in evaluation report to the

Philadelphia School System, tated that:



The Part ay Program has accomplished something unique when viewed
against the backdrop of our nation's urban education. Despite
problems and weaknesses, Parkway created an atmosphere in
which students perceive :fules and regulations not as hostile
attacks upon their !Iumanity, but as essential ingredients in crea-
tive group living. The adults who normally bear the responsibil-
ity for making and enforcing those rules are, at Parkway, fre-
quently regarded as allies. Student acceptance of the necessity
of rules and their affirmation of adults as people who can be
trusted to care are notable achievements.

The report further states that the students at parkway, regardless

of skill level, are attempting to escape their old situation. For some

that means gangs, for some personal rejection because of poor performance,

and for some rejection of conflicting life styles. Parkway School's design

attempts to provide a climate wherein an individual can obtain basic emo-

tional gratification and is afforded ample opportunity for success.

od

A Semantic Differential instrument based on the Osgood, et al.

(1957) model was used to gather data from male public high school students

known to be gang oriented in order to test the major hypotheses in this

stutter.

All hypotheses were tested in null form. They were as follows

I. No significant differences will occur between male students who
are known gang members and who have attended an innovative high
school for one or more years, and male students who are known
gang members who are new to an innovative high school in their
attitudes toward school, family, law enforcement, and them-
selves.

11. There will be no significant difference between male students
who are known gang members and have attended an innovative high
school for two or more years, and male students who have
attended an innovative high school for one year in their atti-
tudes toward school, family, law enforcement, and themselves.
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III. No significant differences will occur between male students who
are known gang members and who have attended an innovative high
school for one or more and male students who are known
gang members who applied for but were not accepted into an
innovative high school, in their attitudes toward School,
family, law enforcexent, and themselves.

IV. No significa:'t differences will :,ccur between male students who
are known gang members and who have attended an innovative high
school for one or more years, and male students who are known
gang members who did not apply to an innovative high school, in
their attitudes toward school, family, law enforcement, and
themselves.

The students were asked to judge 7 concepts against a 12 scale dif-

ferential. The concepts selected were related to education - SCHOOL and

TEACHER, government (law enforcement) - POLICEMEN, family - MOTHER and

FATHER, and self - ME and GANGS. The twelve adjective pairs selected were

developed over time and.used in many studies for obtaining attitudinal mea-

sures. The scales b -polar adjectives pairs) were selected from the

factor analytic work of Osgood (1957) and were felt to have factor epre-

sentativeness and relevance to the concepts used.

Each concept appeared on a separate sheet with the same set of

scales. Subjects were instructed to judge or rate the concepts as they saw

them. Six of the 12 pairs of adjectives were reversed at random in order

to counteract response bias tendencies. The scales were all seven-point

scales and were assigned numbers 1 through 7. The number 7 was assigned to

the highest possible positive adjective rating and the number 1 was assigned

to the highest possible negative rating. If the subject checked the adjec-

tive pair good-bad between the first and second sets of dots at the left, a

6 was assigned.

Example:

good m bad

7 6
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The response wes taken as a measure of attitude toward a particular

concept and was seen as either positivs, negative, or neutral.

High school administrators, counselors, and teachers, as well as

youth center workers and juvenile gang control officers, were involved in

the selection of the students participating in this study. Several general

criteria were established for th:: identification of known male gang members.

Only males who were still attending public high school were included. The

students were either known to school officials as gang members because of
fi

their involvement in gang related activities in or about the school, had

been arrested by juvenile gang control officers

or had been incarcerated at the youth center at

for gang related behavior,

one time or another because

of their involvement in gang oriented incidents. A list of 400 known male

gang members who did not apply for the Parkway School and who were still

attending one of the traditional high schools in the city of Philadelphia

was compiled. Another list of 100 known male gang members who applied to

the Parkway School, but were not selected bylottery, was also compiled.

Utilizing a table of random numbers, 100 names were selected from the "did

not apply" list and 50 sere selected from the "applied but were not

selected" list for the control group.

The students participating in this study were divided into three

groups. The experimental group consisted of SO known male gang members who

attended the Philadelphia Parkway Program, an innovative public high school.

Twenty-five of the innovative school students were new to the school in the

Fall of 1971, while 25 had been in the school for or more years. The

control group consisted of 150 known male gang members ho attended any one

of a number of traditional high schools in the City of Philadelphia. The

control group was divided, for the purpose of analysis, into two sub-graups.



Fifty students who had applied to the Parkway Program but were not selected

in the city-wide lottery held in the S2.ring of 1971 were assigned to one

group, .while the 'n&ng.100 students in the control group consisted of

known male gang members who did not apply to the innovative school. The

fact that all students (800) attending the Parkway School were selected by

city-wide lottery from among over 5,000 applicants p avided a rare oppor-

tunity for an investigative design of this nature.

Presentation of Data

Table 1 shows that students who were new to the innovative program

diffe d significantly from students who had been in the innovative program

for one or mo years in their attitudes toward the concepts TEACHER,

POLICEMAN, ME, and GANGS. More positive, though not significant, attitudes

toward the concepts SCHOOL and FATHER were also indicated by the students

who had been in the innovative program for one or more years.

Since it was also the purpose of the study to investigate the

direction of those attitudes indicated by male gang members attending an

innovative high school, it is worthwhile to note that those students who

had attended the Parkway Program for one or more years expressed attitudes

towards the concepts SCHOOL, TEACHER, POLICEMAN, FATHER, ME, and GANGS that

were more positive than those indicated by students who were new to the

program.

As indicated in Table significant differences were found between

the two group's attitudes toward the concepts FATHER, MOTHER, and GANGS.

The students who had been in the Parkway Program for two or more years

reported attitudes that were significantly more positive attitudes toward
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TOLE 1

Differences Between Attitudes of New Innovative Program Students
and One Year or More Innovative Program Students Toward Concepts

Concept

New
1971

N = 25

One Year 'or More

("Fall 1971)

N 25

Mean S.D. Mean S.D.

School 51.04 8.55 52.72 4.54 0.85

Teacher 45.12 3;88 47.36 7.93 3.33*

Policeman 44.96 5.82 46.68 6.28 2.58*

Father 50.16 5.83 51.04 6.90 1.20

Mother 45.36 5.99 44.40 7.64 1.46

Mb 46.64 5.49 48.04 7.78 2.03*

Gangs 45.24 5.56 )46.60 6.17 2.04*

*Significant at the level or beyond.
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TABLE 2

Differences Between Attitudes of Yew Innovative Program Students
and One Year or More Innovative Program Students Toward Concepts

Concept

Om Year
(Spring 1972)

N = 25

Two Or More Years
(Spring 1972)

N = 25

'It"
can S.D. Mean S.D.

School 52.08 6.85 52.72 5.69 0.8h

Teacher 15 .92 6.57 46.24 6.22 0.48

Policeman 146.214 5.17 146.68 4.58 0.65

Father 51.68 7.16 149.92 5.42 2.38*

Mother 145.32 6.82 148.08 3.75 4 06*

Me 44.76 5.95 44 72 3.08 0.06

Gangs 148.80 14.53 45.64 5.22 14.61*

*Significant at the .05 level or beyond.



the concepts FATHER and GANGS than did those students who had been in the

program for two or _ years.

More positive attitudes, though not statistically significant, were

indicated toward the concepts SCHOOL, TEACHER, and POLICEMAN by two or more

years in the innovative school group. More positive, though not signifi-

cant, attitudes were reported by the one year student group toward the con-

cept ME.

As indicated in Table 3, significant differences were found

between the one year innovative program students anc: the applied to but not

selected students in their attitudes toward the concepts SCHOOL, TEACHER,

and FATHER. Significant differences occurred between students who had been

in the innovative program for two or more years and the applied to but were

not selected traditional school student group in their attitudes toward the

concepts; SCHOOL, TEACHER, FATHER, MOTHER, and GANGS. Both the one year

and two or more years in the innovative program student groups reported

attitudes that were significantaz, more positive toward the concepts SCHOOL

and FATHER than did the applied to but were not selected student group.

The applied to but were not selected group indicated significantly more

positive attitudes toward the concepts TEACHER, and NE than did both the one

year and two or more year student group attending the innovative program.

Less positive; though not significant attitudes were indicated by

both innovative program groups toward the concept ME.

As indicated in Table 3, significant differences occurred between

students who had been in the innovative program for one year and students

who did not apply to the innovative program in their attitudes toward the

concepts, SCHOOL, FATHER, and GANGS. The Parkway Program students indi-

cated a significantly more positive attitude toward the concepts SCHOOL
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and FATHER. These results provide evidence to reject null hypothesis four

on the concepts; SCHOOL and GANGS but not to reject it on the concepts;

TEACHER, POLICEMAN, FATHER, MOTHER, and DIE. A significant difference

existed _between the Parkway Program student group on two of the concepts.

No significant differences occurred between the two groups on five of the

concepts as measured by the se n.a itic differential.

Post Hoc Data

Known male gang _mbers attending high school in large urban

centers are likely to change address more frequently, drop out of school at

a higher rate, and be arrested more often than are high school students who

do not belong to gangs. Since the chances-that known male gang members

attending traditional high schools would be difficult to relocate, a

longitudinal study was not attempted by this investigator. Although this

author acknowledges the fact that ldngitudinal data might prove more useful

in determining the relationship between attendance of known male gang mem-

bers in an innovative high school, such as the Philadelphia Parkway Program

and known male gang members in attendance in a traditional high school, it

was felt that the feasibility of such an undertaking would be too diffiault

for the following reasons: (1) the possibility of locating the same stu-

dents longer than an academic year's time would be very minimal, (2) the

chance that, even if located, the student would respond to the instrument a

second time would be slight, and (3) the pledge of anonymity granted to the

respondent prescribed reidentification.

Since Parkway Program students were asked to respond the

instrument used in the study in the Fall of 1971 and again in the Spring of
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1972 some longitudinal data, though not for the testing of the hypotheses

stated in the study, were collected. These data are presented in Table 4,

A comparison of pre- and post-test m i scores by group shows a

significant increase for the beginning or zero to one year students for the

concepts, FATHER and GANGS, and r significant decrease for the concept ME.

The mean scores for students with two or more years in the Parkway Program

remained relatively constant. One significant increase occurred fo the

concept MOTHER for this group .

Both the beginning and older groups reported mean scores for the

concept ME that were lower than the other six concepts rated. It might be

pointed out, however, that mean scores that were more positive than nega-

tive for all seven concepts rated.
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Findings

Hypothesis I, no significant differences will occur between male

gang members and who have attended an'inn vativestudents who are ki

high school for one or more years, d male students who are known gang

members who are new to an innovative high school in their attitudes toward

school, family, law enforcement, and themselves was rejected on the con-

cepts; TEACHER, POLICEMEN, ME, and GANGS and not rejected on the concepts;

SCHOOL, FATHER, and MOTHER.

Students who had been in the Parkway Program for one or more years

indicated significantly more positive attitudes toward the concepts;

TEACHER, POLICEMEN, ME, and GANGS than did the new to the Parkway Program

group. More positive, though not statistically significant, attitudes

toward the concepts; SCHOOL and FATHER were also indicated by the one or

19

more years in the Parkway Program group. Both groups indicated attitudes

that were more positive than negative Logard the Seven concepts measured.

Hypothesis II, there ill be no significant difference betlreen male

students who are known gang members and have attended an innovative high

school for two or more years, and male students who are known gang members

who have attended an innovative high school for one year i a their attitudes

toward school, law enforcement, family, and themselves was rejected on the

concep . SCHOOL, TEACHER, POLICEMEN, and ME.

The two or tare years in the Parkway Program group reported higher

n scores for the concepts; SCHOOL, TEACHER, POLICEMEN and MOTHER than

did the one year group. The two or more years group indicated more negative

attitudes toward the concepts; FATHER, ME, and GANGS than did the one year

group. Both groups indicated attitudes toward the seven concepts measured
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that were more positive than negative. The one year group reported a mean

score increase for the concept GANG, while the two or more years group

reported a mean score decrease for the concept GANG. Both groups reported

a mean score decrease for the concept ME. The groups did not differ sig-

nificantly from each other in their attitudes toward the concepts; SCHOOL,

TEACH, and NE

Hypothesis III, no ti' niiicant differences will occur between male

students who are gang r ember9 and who have attended an innovative

high school for one or more years, at male students who are known gang

members Who applied for but were not accepted into an innovative high

school, in their attitudes toward school, family, law enforcement, and

themselves was rejected on the concepts; SCHOOL, TEACHER FATHER, and GANGS

and not rejected on the concepts; POLICEMEN MOTHER, and ME.

The Parkway Program student group indicated a significantly more

positive attitude towards the concept SCHOOL than did the applied group.

The students attending the -Parkway Program indicated a significant more

negative attitude toward the concept TEACHER. Only the two or more years

in the Parkway Program groupindicated a significantly more negative atti-

tude toward the concept GANGS. Both the innovative and tvtditional school

groups reported me

the seven concepts measured.

scores that were more positive than negative toward

Hypothesis IV, no significant differences will occ between male

students who are known gang members and who have attended an innovative

high school for ore or more years, and male students who are'known gang

members who did not apply to an innovative high school; in their attitudes

toward school, family, law enforc and themselves was rejected on the
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concepts;:8CHOOL and GANGS andnot rejected on the concepts; TEACHER,

POLICEMEN,. FATHER,' PIOITZ51 and ME.

The Parkway Fro; am students indicated a significantly more posi--

tive attitude toward the cept SCHOOL and a significantly more negative

attitude toward the concept 'GANGS than did the traditional school students.

If a more positive than negative attitude toward the concept GANG is to be

viewed as an indication of an individual's need of gang support and there-

fore makes the individual more likely to be susceptible to gang influences,

theft the findings seem worthy of some discussion.

One possible explanation for the more positive than negati e atti-

tudes toward the concept GANGS is that the gang member might not be ready

at this particular point in time to diminish completely the relationship

that he has established with the group. He may not wish to do this for a

number of reasons. Although he may wish to make new friends, perform well

in school, and b6 more law abiding, he may at the same time wish to main-

tain contact with the gang in order to avoid their retributory actions

remain in the sphere of their protection from others, to retain some of

the interpersonal relati nships that have developed over a period. It is

possible, then, that the Parkway Program and the applied to the Parkway

Program students are pulled in two directions at the same time. These stu-

dents may wish to accept the values of the school and government, but at

the same time wish to remain a part of the gang that tends to reject those

values.

The decline in mean scores for the concept ME indicated by the

Park -ay Program students also merits some comment. A possible explanation

this decline might be that gang members attending the Parkway Program

come into contact with a more diverse and sophisticated grolip of student
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and because of their interactions with them, are so ;hat humbled by the

experience. Another possible explanation is that gang members are more

likely to boast or brag about themselves when they are in a hostile social

environment but apt to view themselves more critically when in a non

threatening social setting. -Despite this apparent decline in the gang

member's attitude toward himself, mean scores for the concept SCHOOL

remained the highest of the seven concepts measured.

An explanation for the lack of consistency in mean scores for the

concepts FATHER and MOTHER might be that theSe concepts are so emotionally

laden that the gang member has difficulty in dealing with them. Individ-

uals are taught that parents should be loved, honored, and respected. As

gang members perceive the relationship that they have with one or more

parents, conflicting feelings may develop. These feelings may bie so strong

for some individuals that they find it difficult to question themselves

about them.

Since both the. Parkway Program and the applied to the Parkway Pro-

gram but were not accepted groups rated the concept SCHOOL the highest in

mean scores fo the seven concepts measured, this finding deserves some

comment. It may be that, contrary to some current views, some gang members

actually want and value an education. If this is so, then it may be pos-

sible that gang members who want to escape the pervasive influence of the

gang apply to the Parkway Program for this reason. Intensive interaction

with fellow gang members and other gangs is a daily part of the traditional

school settling. The fact that most gang members attend the same school

that their fellow gang members attend increases-the opportunity for con-

stant interaction between the group, not only during school hours but on

the way to and from. school. Those gang members who apply to the Parkway
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Program may be seeking ,a. way to lessen the influence of the gang, at leaSt

during school hours.

The fact that only two statistically significant differen

occurred between the Parkway Program and the did not apply .to the Parkway.

Program student groups on the seven cor-apts measured deserves some discus-

sion. The concept; TEACHER, POLICEMEN, FATHER, and MOTHER represent'

authority figure Gang members easy to identify because they are

highly visible. They live in certain neighborhoods, attend the

schools her in specific locations, and thus are seen together as a

group more frequently than are other groups. This visibility tends to

bring the gang members into conflict with authority figures more often than

the non-gang member. When gang members e confronted by p nt y teach-

ers, and policemen, negative feelings usually develop.

Of the various findings, the least disputable would appear to be

the significantly more positive attitude toward the concept SCHOOL indi-

cated by known male gang members attending the Parkway Program than those

indicated by known male gang members attending traditional high school. A

question that still remains, however is whether the innovative school stu-

dent developed more positive attitudes because of their attendance in the

innovative school or simply have such values as a result of other variables.

Another significant finding is that the known male gang members who

did not apply to the Parkway Program indicated significantly more positive

attitudes toward the concept GANGS than did either of the Parkway Program

student groups.

To explain the failure to find a larger number of signific

ferences,

that our amples were

here appear to be several alternative _e-:might say, -first,

the p -sibility.that the
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and representativeness of our sample was suitable for an exploratory study

-only. The lack of mare significant differences could be due to the-possi-

bility that the measureraent instrument was inefficien

Another-possibility is that for the most part Abe null'hypotheses

are true, and that there are few differences between students who_are.koown

male gang members o attend an 'innovative high school -(The Philadelphia

Parkway Program) and known male gang members who attend traditional high

school in their attitudes toward the major socializing. institutions of our

society.. This could. also be-due to thehfact thatthera is little or-no

real differe between the Parkway Program and traditional high school.

Finally, it is at least possible that there are few effects that schools

can have on the attitudes f known male gang members by the time they reach

the secondary school leVel.

It should be restated that the study reflected only self-reported

attitudes and did not measure behavior resulting from the criteria. This

study also did not obtain any measure on such variables as curriculum con-

tent, student-teacher relationships or the like. This author did not

attempt to determine the degree of influence that various socializing

agents have on the individual gang member, nor to try to speculate about

which agent exercises the most influence. This author did attempt, how-

ever, to arrive at some sense of the attitudes that known male gang members

attending both an innovative alternative program and traditional high

schools bring with them to the educational setting.

Although the data reported here were very modest in scope,

following conclusions seem warranted:



1. Known male gang members who apply to the Parkway Program have

significantly more positive attitudes coward the concept SCHOOL than do

known ale gang members who do not apply to the Parkway Program.

2. Known male gang members who have been in the Parkway Program

for two or more years have a significantly more negative attitude toward

the concept GANGS than do known male gang members who have been in the

Parkway Program for one year or less or known male gang members who attend

traditional school.

Educational Significance of the St1

Attitudes expressed toward education are important, but those atti-

tudes expressed by individuals belonging to delinquent sub-groups have

particular significance for school administrators whose schools are

beseiged by disruptive gang activity. It would seem, from the findings of

this study, that attendance in an innovative alternative school, such as

the Parkway Program, does have implications for those interested in alter-

ingthe impact of gang activity on educational climates and the role that

schools can play in changing the behavior of individual gang members. It

would appear that an innovative high school, such as the Parkway Program,

enables the individual g _g member to escape from the intensive day to day

interaction with fellow gang members during school hours. An innovative

high school also works to reduce the influence of the gang on the indivi-

dual gang member during school hours. It is recommended that other studies

be directed at determining attitudinal change influenced by innovative and

alternative educational programs If such studies were undertaken, the

folloWing suggestions may prove useful:
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1. Study the interaction of teachers and gang members so that Some

insight might be gained from the direct observation of the roles teachers

play in an innovative or alternative school in the development of the stu-

dent change or lack of change in attitude toward certain concepts relat-

ing to the degree and intensity of alienation from socializing norms.

2. Participant observation studies of groups in schools is sug-

gested in order to gain knowledge of the gang member's behavior in various

settings and subgroups. This ought to include the collecting of pertinent

information about chcn ges that occur in the gang member as the intensity of

peer interaction increases or decr=eases over a period of time.

Although much has been written about alternative school programs,

no data appear to exist that describes the nature of.an innovative versus a

traditional educational program. Careful field studies are necessary in

order to identify those elements in an educational program that can be con-

sidered as alternative rather than just a different way of doing the tradi-

tional. No one has ever carefully developed criteria to determine whether

or not educational programs are alternative. This must be done before we

can study the relationship between alternative programs and other educa-

tional Variables.
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