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AESTRACT :
’ The early career experiences of a group of young
people from a sparsely populated out-migration area of Michigan were
studied. In 1957, all the juniors and seniors enrolled in the - ,
county's & school districts responded to questionnaires which sought
to explore several aspects of their situations near the end of hi.gh
school. Factars examined included the students! opinions of ‘the
community, possible expectations to migrate, plans for further
training or education, and expectations for entry into the work
force. Students who participated in the origihal study were relocated
in 1968, and information was sought on their experience in the

‘intervening period. The restudy questionnaire covered events such as
marriage and family formation, further education or training
completed, military service, migration and residence, and
cccupational experiences. Findings from the 1968 study were that a
majority of the subjects did move away from their hame communities,
that a little over one-half of the males and a few females served in
the armed forces, that the subjects were dispersed throughout the
occupational structure, that occupational achievement was related to
residence, that many of the young people had married during the

 decade, and that most thought that it was necegsary for young people

to leave the area after high school to pursue desirable career
‘objectives. (PS) ‘ ‘ : ‘




FILMED FROM BEST AVAILABLE COPY

LI DEFARTG]aT oy MEALTre
Inucany )'v&vel !am
. OrriCE Ox [ R ETNEF 4 )‘i
LIRS
; s

JANUARY 1973

P
ai h,zEL- By

75 7‘ | N | APR 1¢} el
*‘i’ﬁ1_7s o nevzmmm AND PIJBLIC Ammsf |

. FROM THE MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY -
- AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION EAST LANSING

ED 07388

PROFILES OF RURAL YOUTH:
A Decade of Migration and
Social Mobility




FILMED FROM BEST AVAILABLE COrv

CONTENTS
RL‘ AL YOUTH IN CONTEMPORARY AMERICA................
Introduction .. .. ... ..

THE ONTONAGON COUNTY STUDY ....ovvoorronnnn
The Research Sile

Amlud;s'[m&*afd tthnmmunity R

Pare:ms‘Pfeferﬁnces“.,,..,..“,,H_“,.””,.”?,...

Family Formation .. ........ ... ... ... v,
Migration . ... .. e
lniualDesumtmnsnf‘Mngramsii.,.!i...,.:,.!,.;,ii;..
Reasons for Migration .. ... .ouniinnenenarennns,
Eduu!mn ................

Assessmmt‘ﬁfcqrfcr
Hnndknps”.,“ ................

—_—— e D D S O O O o8 S0 oo

— ot ot
LTV N N Y

-




FILAMED FROM BEST AVAILABLE COPY

PROFILES OF RURAL YOUTH:
A Decade of Migration and

Social Mobility

by Jon H. Rieger, J. Allan Beegle and Philip N, Fulton'

RURAL YOUTH IN CONTEMPORARY AMERICA
Introduction

Many . questions have been raised concerning the exper-
iences and problems encountered by young people from

- rural areas. How many young people leave their rural com-
munities after high ‘school? How many obtain further educa-

tion? How soun do they marry and how does mate choice

- and timing of marriage alfect their carcers? Wht occupa-

tions do they enter and how duogs this relate to other aspects

of their experience, such as migration? The aaswers to these

and similar questions are of much interest to parents, teach-

ors, counselors and students, as well as sociologists. Such

informatior. provides a basis for a more realistic appreciation
of the factors that must be considered in career planmng
among young people from rural communities,

This study deals with the early career experiences of a

1 I‘ﬁrmer Research Associate, Agricultural Experiment Station,
Michigan State University and presently Assistant meesmr, .

Department of Sociology, University of Loulsville, Kentucky:
Professor, Depariment of Sociology, Michigan $tate Uni\rermy,
and Graduate Research Assistant, Department of Sm:kﬂagy,
Michigan State Uniw;xsiiyi mxpggﬁvrlyi

group of young people from a sparsely populated out-
migration area in Michigan's Upper Peninsula. It covers 10
years, starting when the subjects were still enrolled in high
school. There is a brief overview of their plans, attitudes
and expectations as students. The discussion then moves to
the events after high school, summarizing and interrelating
various aspects of these young people’s experience, includ-
ing migration, educational and occupational achievement, -
marriage and family . formation, and- current opinions on
certain topics. We also look briefly at some of their reflec-
tions on -their experiences, and the insights they feel they

- have gained from them, Finally, an attempt will be made to

summarize the results in terms of their possible contribution

1o our knowledge of (hie early career experience o. rural

youth, as well as their practical implications for youth grow-
ing up in similar rural areas teday,

Prgﬁups Research

‘Qccupation is central to an individual’s career, but other
factors, such as education, may have a direct effect on the

 level of occupational attainment. Mate choice and timing of
) mamage may be relevant and inﬂu:nt\al but may exh;bn
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less deciswve impact, Migration is a prominent event in the
vareers of rural young people o nd ofien has extensive rami-
fications for educationai and oc-upational achievement and
muokility, .

An adequate understanding of migration in the career
pattern for rural yor’h depends on development of as com.
plete a picture as possible of the many aspects of their
sitnation and behavior, Their attitudes toward the commu.
nity and parents, educational and occupational aspirations.
marriage plans, and expeciations to leave the community
after finishing school are examples of intei-related factors
bearing on later events.

Lack of community satisfaction {20) and the intent to
get further education (8) have been shown 1o be associated
with plans to migrate. In a siudy of migrants from a rural
area of Colorado, “going away to school” was most often
the reason for leaving (1). Migration intentions were directly
related to high occupational aspirations among rural youth
in Minnesota (25). The desire for improved job opportuni-
ties was also an important reason for leaving among migrant
youth from a rural Kentueky area (21, 27, 29), while “econ-
omic and social improvement™ was important among lid-
iana migrants (18).

The level of educational and occupational achievement
apparently varies among rural youth from different regions
of the country. However, persons from rural areas are dis-
proportionately represented in unskilled and semi-skilled
occupations{3, 6,9, 13, 14). Blau and Duncan (4) found thai
migration from the home community seems io facilitate ve-

cupational attainment of rural men, but their level of achieve- A

ment is often inferior to that of persons reared in the city:-

The patiern of low occupational attainment is related to -

the characteristically low level of educational achievement
among rural youth. Schwarzweller (21) found thai less than
14% of a samiple of youth from 5 castern Kemucky counties
had obtained any education beyond high school. Brown and
Buck (5) found in a follow-up study of former Pennsylvania
rural high school students 10 years after their sophomore
year that about 26% had obtained 2 or more years of train-
ing alter high school. ,

Rural youth seem to exhibit considerable attachment to
their home community whether they have left to live in
other pluces or remained in the local area. Schwarzweller
(21) found that most young men who had left a rursi area
of castern Kentucky wished to mave, preferably back to
their home community in Kentucky. However, nearly three-

‘quarters of their counterparts still living in castern Kentucky

preferred to stay where they were. Confirming thesc senti-
ments:Schwzrzw:ller fcund Ih:ﬂ 40’?', uf lhE S[l"leLtS v.;ha

their high school graduatmni A s:rmla,,r stream nf return-

migration was found by Leuthold, et al. (12) in a study of

- Tennessee rural youth and by Yoesting and Bohlen (28) in a
- study of former lowa high school seniors.

Many young migrants want to rcturn to their home com-
munities because of difficulties in adjustlng to.a different

4.

life style, particularly it uiban ateas. Caldwell (7) found that
rural migrants to Lexington, Kentucky. exhibited several
types of maladjustment to city Tife, including desertion,
legitimacy. and health problems. Schwarsweller (22) fonund
that strong familistic values on the part of migrant youth
from eastern Kentucky led to anomia and residential insti-
bility.

The studies cited above are examples of an accumulating
body of rescarch dealing with various aspects of the carcer
experience of rural youth. These studies vary greatly in
methodology and types of samples used. In construeting a
picture of the structure of young people's careers, some in-
vestigator: have used cross-sectional samples. ¢ ... Lipset and
Bendix (15,16), Blau and Duncan (4), and Tacuber (24).
Others have attempted longitudinal designs, studying a sin-
gle cohort over a period of time.

Many difficulties have been encountered in the longitu-
dinal studies. Problems in relocating subjects after a lapse of
time often severely alflict the studies which actally at-
tempt “Time | -Time 2” measurentents of the same eohort,
For example. Brown and Buck (5) relocated only about 68%
of a4 sample of rural Pennsylvania males 10 years after their
sophomiore year in high school. Smith and Berg (23) secured
data from 92% of a sample of former high school
students from Michigan, but the time frame of the study
was very shert, only 10 months,

In some studies fnc'using on the experieme of a single

s;.luml emgllmem An ammp! is made to Im..m, the sub'
jects after a specified time and to collect retrospective data
dealing with their experience (17, 19, 21, 25). Other studies
focus on particular rescarch sites, such as a small town (18),
acity (2. 3, 5) or a county (1. 11), and attempt o secure
data on in-migrants and/or out-migrants.

These historico-reconstinctive studies have had varying
success in representing the experience of longitudinal co-
horts. Bias in, the samples has often been considerable.
invesﬁgamrs using-source lists have often been unable to
locate and secure data from a sufficiently high percentage
-of the subjects to preclude unrepresentativeness. Investiga-
tors limiting research to a particular place obtain data only
for a “survivor group™ of what was inevitably a larger
original cohort. These studies may be further limited by
“not-at-homes™ and refusals,

The piobleni ol ubrepresentativeness ;ausé'd by loss of
data in ‘these - historico-reconstructive studies underscores
the need for carefully conducted longiludinal research using
maximum data recovery and spanning sufficient time to in-
clude the pertinent events in the early career experience o
rural youth. Such research may serve as a test of inferences
drawn from the cross-sectional and historico-reconstructive
studies and as a means for interreiaiing many factors thought
to be of significance in tie careers of young people from

_rural areas. Such research miay also provide an opportunity
‘to explore issues not yet syslgm;tically develﬁped in the lit-

erature.
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THE ONTONAGON COUNTY STUDY
The, Research Site

Ontonagon County, Michigan, is a rural area located on
the shore of Lake Superior in the weslern portion of upper
Michigan. The largest community in the county is Onton-
agon Village, whose 1970 population was 2,432. Seven
smaller hamlets are scattered about the county which geo-
graphically is the third largest in Michigan.

Ontonsgon village (river arid drawbridge in foreground). This is the largest settl

ent in Ommugun Cﬁ.

Many of the county's approximatcly 10,500 inhabitants
live in the open country. Agriculture. once an important
economic activity in the area. occupies only a small fraction
of the work force. This is due to the poor soil and short
growing season, and to the remoteness of the area from po-
tentizl markets. Lumbering was an important activity
around the turn of the century when the region was first cut
over, but is relatively insignificant now, except for the cut-
ting of pulpwood used in a paper-making plant near Onton-
agon.

The most important economic emerpnse in l,h,e area is
copper mining. There have been several episodes of vigor-

~ous mining activity in this area in the past. and these ¢vents

were typically followed by gradual exhaustion of the depos-
its and closure of the mines. Such mining activity had all

- but ceased after World War 11, but was taken up again with

government support and an increase in the price of copper

. -during the Korean War. By 1957, a new mine had been con-

structed at White Pine and the loss of population from the

- area which had continued for 40 years, was briefly reversed.

The county seems to have gained. some population

»-—thmugh mmxgranan during the period immediately follow-

g the opening of the White Pine mine. but has since shown
light decline, Most of the outmigration occurs gmong

¢ younger age groups, particularly those finishing high school.
o -Thzre {s some inmigration of middie.aged families and retire-

menteage persons. ; ‘ A
~ Apart from the location of the county on the southern
shore of Lake Superiorand its natural beauty, its remoteiess

-~ from urban areas imposes considerable hardship on lucal in-
= habitants. The nearest city, lronwood, is about 60 miles to
the southwest, and Houghton-Hancock is approximately 70

miles to the, nnnheast Thnse hvmg in the sgulheastcm p;m

5.
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of the county are nearest to Iron Mountain, about 65 miles
t6 the soutncast.

The county also lucks many essential services and facilis
1ie~‘. Thcrc is a Shﬂﬂ“lgti: ul" dnﬂtm% :md ather pmﬁsiiomls
allcy in Dnmn;gnn Thcrc is "0 Inrgg m,n,mmm.;l slmppmg
center development in the area? fior any form of public
transportation,

Despite the mining operation at White Pine, the overall
atmosphere of the area is one of widespread depression.and.,
particularly, outmigration of the young. In this respect the
county exhibits a pattern similar to that of many rural areas
in the North Central Region of the U.S. For this reason,
Ontonagon Co. serves asan ideal site for exploring the career
problems and experiences of rural youth.

Greentand church. Most churches in this ares are wooden #lruc-
tures, such as this,

The Study Sample and Method

In 1957, *here were 6 school districts of varying size in
Ontonagon Co. (Three have since disappeared as a result of
consolidation, while a new district was established at White
Pine.) In the largest, Ontonagon, the typical senior class
contained about 60 students; in the smallest, Rockland, the
graduating class in recent years numbered between 5 and 10.

- InMay of 1957, all the juniors and seniors enrolled in the
munty‘s si;. sclmcxl distrius pnrtigipmed ina ﬂudy ﬂf the

'SltUBIIDﬂS near the End of hlgh schtml (before mlgralmn);
These included such factors as their opinions of the com-
munity, possible expectations to migrate, plans for further,
training or education, and entry into the work force. Data
‘from the questionnaires were supplemented by informaticn
from school records dealing with academic performance and
. test.scores. Results of this research were reported by Gold-
smith and Beegle (10). -

This sample of students constituted v:early the entire age
: cuhm‘t According to the 1960 Census, 97.3% of the 16-17

_- . years oldsin the county were enrolled in school. Participants

~‘in the initial study included 269 persons, 127 males and
~ 142 females. Ontonagon school district provided the largest -
"+ group of mﬁ:srmants, 111; the smallest group, 11, was from .
ch:ldand

“In March 1968, students who pamclpated in the original
‘study were relocated and information was sought on”their
experiences in the intervening period. Data were gathered
‘using photo-offset questionnaires sent to current addresses,
_ completed, and returned to the university. Follow-up phone
" calls and interviews in delmquem cases ensured maximum

still exist. - -

2A complete shop ing :ﬂller is p!mned ast paﬂ of me canstmi:tion :
Q _at the village of White Pm: = e , . re::nvery of data. .

ERIC -
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... (Above) Ontonagon High School. With consolidation and new
construction in 1967, a new high school has been built, (Right) Ewen
High School. Th study sample includes 70 persons who graduated
from this school.

In three instances informants refused to assist in the
restudy. In nine other cases informants indicated coopera-
tion but failed to return the questionnaire. Three subjects
had died. In all these instances substitute data were col-
lected from secondary sources, including immediate family , R

- members, friends, and school officials. The validity of this . S T s
type of data was confirmed in other cases where completed or “f‘““;’f‘g, ?GWPIEE@' mxhtary sz:rrwccirm!gmtmnr ?,',‘d rcsx ,
questionnaires were returned by the subjects themselves  9°NCe: and oceupational experiences usually occurring caly . -
after such substitute data were obtained. in young people’s careers. Many of the subjects recalled 7

VUsable daté were obtained from 96% of the subjects and P arhclpatmg’ m the “original study and Eagc[ly supplied
secondary source data for the rest, resulting in énmplene detailed information about their experiences since high
coverage of the original sample over a l&yeér period. Pre- .school. Many offered thoughtful insights concerning their :
ventingloss of data for any of the informant . 4s important experience and damanstrated an awareness of the issues
due-to the small size of the sample in this study and the facing young people growing up in rural areas today.
need to avoid bias in the results. S The large amount of data collected in the 1957 and 1968 ..

The re-study questionnaire attempted to cover evints, studies was coded and transferred to 1BM punch cards for -
such as marriage and family formation, further educstion more efficient processing and analysis. —

Main Street, Rockland. This village was a bmm <town dl.lnng the mining era “in the 19th century, but has since dev:lmed tﬂ ibnut ’
400 residents.

ERIC
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RESULTS
The Initial Situation in 1957

Attitudes Toward the Community

ments meu various gspeus nF the cm‘nmumly ‘and a&ked

their extent of agreement or disagreement. The results for

selected items are given in Table 1. Most were satisfied with

the community and agreed that things of a “*progressive

nature [were] gencrally approved™ and “leaders [were] cap-

able and ambitious.” They also felt that “‘persons with real

ability [were] usually given recognition™ and that “quitea’
few residents have really amounted to something.”

There was somewhat less approval of other aspects. A
substantial minority, 24%, felt that people did not mind
their own business. About the same proportion felt that
“ﬂm iﬂuuh [Luuldl be szﬁd f"ur a plm:c this size * Over 30%

munny looks bnght " In f:xr:t thc largcst percentage uf
“undecided™ responses occurred in connection with this

latter statement; only 31.75 of the students professed con
fidence in the future of the conununity.

The community’s lack of cultural and educational re-
sources wroused the most disapproval. Three-quarters of the

students indicated the facilities were inadequaie,

Parents’ Preferences

Students were asked what their parents had encouraged
them to do afier high school. About 19% said they were
urged to get a full-time job and continue to live at home »:
as close to home as possible. Another 19% said their parents
urged them {o get the best full-time job possible, even if it
meant moving to another community. A litue less than 5%
of the parents urged their children to continue their cdues-
tion or training and then return to live in the local commun-
ity. However, nearly 43% recommended that their children
“continue [their] education or training and then get the
best job possible even if [they had] - move to another
comntunity.” The other students got a miscellany of advice.
~ Hence, at least 6 out of 10 students 1eceived the impres-
sinn t"mm their pafents that the heq( course ut‘ action dﬂér

TABLE 1. Ontonagon Co. 1957 high school juniors snd senmrs rEspunsEs to selected opinion statements concerning the

ccmmumty
g s s . . Strongly : Strongly
Statement ' Sex agree Agree Undecided Dizagree disagree
Anything of a progressive nature Total 4.9 48.7 27.7 18.0 0.7
is generally approved Males 7.1 53.2 254 13.5 6.8
Females 28 44.7 29.8 22.0 0.7
With few exceptions, the leaders Total 6.7 56.5 24.5 10.0 2.3
are capable and ambitious Males 7.1 55.9 - 221 11.0 39
_ Females 5.3 57.0 . 26.8 9.2 0.7
People as a whole mind their Total 30 210 16.1 40.1 19.8
own business Muleg 4,0 22.2 19.0 40.5 14.3
Females 2.1 19.9 13.5 39.7 24.8
The fuiufe of the community " Total T 246 . T 437 18.6 - 6.0
looks bright : ) Males 9.5 244 41.7 18.1 6.3
Females 5.0 24.8 45.4 19.1 5.7
Quite a few residents have " Total 10.1 44.0 37.0 7.8 11
really amounted to some- ) Males - 6.3 4L3. 413 . 10.3 0.8
thing . ) ’ Females 134 46.5 331 . 56 1.4,
Persons with real ability are -+ Total © 9.3 526 2.9 12.3 19
usually given recognition Mzles - . 10.2 52.0 228 - i1.8 3.2
D s : Females - 8.5 <532 248 12.8 0.7
Not much Ean be said for a place Total © 37 20.1 ’ 15.3 463 14.6
this size , Males 55 05 142 . . 464 134
: "7 Females . 21 19.9 : 16.3 46.1 15.6
i Cultural and educational fncillngs . “Total . 4.5 924 11.2 "33.0 419
i.¢., colleges, librovies, theatres and Males 3.9 102- - 158 29.9 40.2
© " Females 5.0 86 RS 35.7 43.6.

-musrzums, .u'" gdequdle
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and/or get the hest job available, even if it were in another
area. This indicates that many parents recognized the pos-
sibility of owimigration in the future career of their child-
ren. Mareover, it appears they were very committed to help-

ing their children during this crucial period. About 60% of

the students said their parents were willing to give them a
“areat deal of financial help™ in getting a start or continuing
their education: another 38% indicated their parents would
extend *‘some help.”

Migration Expectations

Students were asked about their expectations concerning
staying or leaving the district after graduation, Less than
vnie fourth (Table 2) expected to remain in the local area
after high school, and only a minority were enthusiastic
about this prospect. The rest anticipated leaving the area.
It must be admitted that the majority of those expcﬁting to
leave were not eager to do so.

TABLE 2. Ontonagon Co, 1957 high school juniors’ and
seniors’ migration / nonmigration expectations

for the permd after graduation

. . Females
Expectation No. % No. % No. %
Eager to stay 2079 15 120 6 43
Probably stay, but 4] 154 20 16,0 21 149

not #azef to stay

Probably leave, but 128 48.1 69 552 59 418
not eager fa leave

Eager to eave 76 286 1| 16.8 55  39.0
TOTAL 266(a)100.0 125 100.0 141 - 100.7

{a} Three persons failed to answer this question.

On the other hand, about-3 out of 8 of those who were
planning to leave (nearly 30% of the entire group) were -

eager to depart the area. (This proportion approaches near-
ly 40% among the females.)

Reasons for Leaving the Community

The widespread anticipation of leaving the local commun-
nity after high school was not Uﬂexpegtad and the students
were asked their “main reason’ for considering leaving. Half
the students (36% of the males and 63% of the females) in- -

dicated lack of occupational training and career opportuni -

ties in the lozal community; another 20% (25% of the males
" and 18% of the females) wanted to get further education.
Seventeen percent of the males, versus 6% of the females,

said their reasons were “wanting more things tyj do, meeting

- more people, seeing more of the country, etc.” More. than

6% ‘of the males mentioned military service as the main
reason, Other-responses  included marriage- and courtship
aspxratmns, the desire to get away from family and relatwes,' ]

| Emc

s rllurmmurvmc

d to get out on one’s own for awhile.-

New Community Preferences

Many students expressed the desire to live in larger com-
munities than those found in Ontonagon Co. after gradua-
tion. The males and females exhibited some differing tastes
(Table 3). A higher proportion of males scemed to prefer to
stay in the open couniry or in a village under 2.500, while
twice the proportion of females preferred to move to a city
over 100,000 or a suburb outside of a large city.

TABLE 3. Resndentxa] preferences of Ontonagon Co. 1957
gh schoal jumurs and seniors

Residential Tm,i! Males Females
p[el‘erencesm Na, % No. % No. %
Dpen country 41 153 25 137 16 114
Village under 2,500 76 285 40 315 36 257
City of 10,000 to 80 3100 42 331 38 272
100.000 . :

City of over 100,000 15 60 4 il 12 86
Suburb outside a 54 202 16 126 38 271
large city

TOTAL 267(b)100.0 127 IOD.D 140 100.0

CE)DUL u:n a lypngnphmﬂlumr in the 1957 questmnnalr&, the size
. category 2,500 to 10,000 was left out. This accident had the effect
of reshapmg the guestion mzexestmgly into one drawing a dis-
tinction between communities of the size in Ontonagon Co. (i.e.,
less than 2,500), and those of definitely larger size, such as imn
“wood and Marquette in the Upper Peninsula, and those of similar
and larger size elsewhere.

(b)Two persons did not respond to the question,

Seventy-thrée persons identified a specific place they
would like to live immediately after graduation and, al-
though this sample may not be representative of the whole
grciup ﬂf‘ Studénts, iheir preﬁf’erences are intemsti’ng Abaut

in Qntonaggn C::ji 7%. some other mmmunny in lhe Upper
Peninsula; 22%, the Detroit Metropolitan area; 8%, Milwau-
kee; 6%, Chicago: 19%, some other community in the gen-
eral region of the Great Lakes. The remaining 27% listed
communities outside the Great Lakes area. Minneapolis/St. -
Paul was mentioned by only one person, and such places as
Duluth/Superior, Hnughmn/Hanccck Racine, and I{ennsha
were not mentmned at all. :

. Occupational Chﬂicg

At this stage a careef is perhaps f'm’emust in tha minds of

,chrmce ]Gbs [students were] sEﬂously m;msrdenng as'a llfe
‘time work.” The results are presented in Table 4.

Twn hundred thlrty-ﬁ:\ur nf‘ the smdents 1dent1F ed

by 5€X. 'Ye,tf -an unusuallykh!gh percentage of both sexes
planned to go into professional or technical occupations:

“half-of - the _males "and  about 4. out of 10 females.
Equally interesting are the occupations rarely mentioned;
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and management and ‘idks were mentioned by only one
person each. beth males,

TABLE 4. Types of a: :cupations seriously considered as
fisi choice job by Ontonagon Co. 1957 high
school Junmﬁ and seniors

Qccupiliﬂnil T’a:a! Mil!‘;‘! Females
claszificationia) Mo, T No. % No. %

Pmlessmnl luhmgal 14 445 56 500 48 394
and kindrrd 'work

Farming or farm 4 .7 4 36 0 0.0
management
Management, adminis- { A4 0 0.0 i 0.0

{ration or proprietor-
ship, except farm

Clerical and 62 263 1] 00 62 508
kindred work )
Salos work : 1 4 | 09 0 00

Craftsman, fereman 27 11.6 26 23.2 1 0.8
and kindred work

Operative and 12 51 12 107 o 0.0
ki?ndmd work C ’ o

Service work, except 10 43 2 1.8 8 6.6
private hnusehnld

Farm labor or 1 A4 1 .09 0o 0.0
foreman :

Labor, except 12 . 51 10 89 2 16
farm and mine

TOTAL 234 100.0 112 100.0 122 -100.0

{a)The elassification schcmc iz a slight adaptation of that used by the
U.5. Census,

Why did these young people select these particular jobs?
To find out, students were presented a checklist of possible
factars involved in jnb t:hc)ice :md asked to indicate condi-
expenem;e, fa:mly Eucouragament schgol stud!esi and ad!
- miration for someone in a particular field were the reasons
most often given. These and other factors, as well as male-
female differences, are shown in Table 5.

Appmximately half the males and females said their
occupational chmr’:e was based on “interest developed out
of experience.” Of the females, S1% felt their choice was

“encouraged by [their] family,” a reason listed by about
45% of the males. Interestingly, counseling and testing ranked
low in the list of factors influencing occupational choice.

. The students were asked to_identify the attributes they

 were looking for-in their 1ife’s work, Those qualities men:
tioned - by males - were: “security,” 67%; “friendship - with

'fellgw emplnyees 56% ehance for advancemem 63%

rgspect 36%. FDI‘ females the rank order was! secunty, o
75%; chance for advancement, 72%; frieadship with fellow

: employees, 70% money, 48%: time to enjoy oneself, 41%;

- and - prestige or respect, 39%: The attribute least mentioned
by ‘either males (13%) or females (8%) was * “power and .
i 3uthcmty

I£1)

““‘Publu: recagmtm _’nd “fﬁ:ednm uf behawar
were also inft Tquently 7,ent.onedr

ST TETETE s M TILERAAL T b FS 1 HaRl AHULR JUIHES ARy
seniors” reasons for selecting the accupation
mm:dtrtd their ﬁrst cﬁmcz jnb

Tzl !i?k!s

Reason Females
Feasin No. % No. % Nn %
Inl:n:st developed 134 498 64 504 70 493
out of experience

Encouraged by family 120 446 47 370 731 s14
Suggested by school 1R 190 28 220 S0 142
study

Admired someone Tr 64 36 R4 35 Mg
in the job

Advised by friends 54 238 28 20 3 154
Most profitable 60 223 M %R 6 183
work I could get

Suggested by 51 19.7 10 236 23 16.2

‘magazines and books

Suggested by counsel- 35 13.0 17 134 18 127
ing and testing

Suggested by TV ur 17 63 6 4.7 11 7.7
Radio o ] . . .
Suggested by motion |0 37 4 16 4.2
pictures

Educational Aspirations

- Of particular interest were the students’ plans for further
education. Thirty-six percent of both males and females

.planned to attend coliege; 11% of the males and 3% of the

females planned to go to a trade school. In addition. 2 males
and 1 female contemplated apprenticeship training. Forty-
five (including 5 females) expected to enter military service
soon after graduation. Most of these felt military service
del;iyed definite occupational plans. Some thought they'd

“get it out of the way and then decide what to do naxt,™” A
few felt that employers hesitated to hire thEm until their
service obhgatmﬁ was settled

The studems were as}.ed where they would like to live
20 years after high school. Preferences differed somewhat

- fiom the responses to the varlier question concerning the

period immediately after high school. The subjects found
Ontonagon Co. more attractive as a place to reside in 20
years, than right after school. The percentage of preference

~“for the hometown or other focal community rose from 11%

to 49% over that time-span. On the other hand, the prefer--

~ence fur places outside the Great Lakas region dropped from

27% to 16% and that for large metropolitan areas within

- the region .(e.g., Chicago, Detroit, Milwaukee) in-each case-

declined, Agan, certain places are absent from the list of
those chosen: chghmn/Hanccck Duluth/Supennr Minn-

. eapolis/St. Paul, Racine and Kenosha. -
- Generally, then, the students expected to leave Ontona-
--.gon Co. after high school and to experience .other types of

hvmgwhlle gettmgfu theredux:atmn seekmg Initial empluy! v

e ment or. cnmpleting mnhtary service,: Huwever many felt
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that someday they would like 1o return to the type of .
community they left, and in hall’ the cases, that meant !
Ontonagon Co.

The Post High Schood Decade 1957-1968

The purpose of this section is to provide a picture of
events over the period of 10 years following high school,
Some information on how these young people felt about
their experiences and the insight they derived from them
is also included.

Marriage

Most of the former students married within 10 years
after high school gradvation. A tabulation of marital statu-
at the end of the decade? is presented in Table 6.

Residential sireet, White Pine. This piclure gives some idea of
typical level of living In the county. Some housing is newer and

i} ' till older than that sh
TABLE 6. Marilal status at end of post high schm)l decade fome stiT older than fat shown.

of ﬁnmnagun Co. 1957 hlgh school juniors and
seniors

Total Males Females

Status No. % No. % No %

Single tnever married) 35 13.2 27 216 8 5.7
Married (first marriage) 213 80.1 S0 720 123 872

Marvied and sepatated,
widowed ar diverved

(Total) 18 67 8 64 10 7.1
R *married 7 2.6 3 24 4 28
Single i 41 5 39 =4 4.3

TOTAL 266(2) 1000 125 1000 141 100.0

{a)Execludes three deceased cases.

As can be seen from the table, a higher proportion (22%)
of the males remained unmarried at the end of the decade - -
thzn females (E%) Abnut the same Prnpﬂﬂiﬂﬂ of males and o

widowed or dwarced during the permd neaﬂv half Df wham '
later remarried. :

Froin_the wedding dates listed in the resmdy questmn-
naires, it was possible to compute the average ‘time after . -
high  school graduation of the first marriage. The former -

'smdenis married, on the average, 43 months- after high' ")
- school, with males mar-ying .mgﬂzrably later tha,n females
(59 months vs. 32 manths) '”

o MateSelecimn S i *

kccrnmunity Am:ther IO% of the ma]ES aml 1"
f‘emales selected amate fmrn an Uppsr Pemnsu

AFulToxt Provided by Exic [i§




. outside"Ontonzgon Co., while 7% and 11%, respectively,

--married “someone. from the Lower Peninsula. Eighteen

- “percent of the males and '16% of the females had spouses

- from outside the Great Lakes region: the remainder married
- persons from communities within the region, '

. .- Residence -

10-years had married typically- within about 16 months
- after high school graduation; those living elsewhere married

- marry someone from the local area than those who left,

" Family Formation_

- Current residence was associated” with marriage dates. 7
~_Those living in-the county at the end of the decade had.
..~ generally married earlier than those living elsewhere. While -
- this_relationship. was_only sight for males, it was rather . -
- dramatic_ for- females. 'Women living in the county after

-~ in_about 37 ‘months. Nonmigrants were more likely 10

S TOTAL
_ C s Average time in years
.. “Nonmigrants tended to have children sooner after mar- -
* -_riage and to have larger families than migrants, Migrantshad =~ ©
.7+ their first child about 18 1/2 months after marriage. Non-
- -migrants had "theirs after 15 months, The mean number of

_~-children bom  per-year-of-marriage ‘was higher for nop-

- migrants than for those who left. Hence, migrants fended to
" defer marriage and family ‘and-were more “free” to be

- mobile. Among the concomitants of

- -tendency to have. smaller families,

Migration S S
- Howminy of these young people actually Jeft the county

- sometime during the decade, when did they first leave, and -
where did they first go? On the basis of the data, we find

- Gmalesand 17 females, " T T
7o The great majority (82%) of those who left after gradua-
© = tion did so within the first year (Table 7). Restudy data”

s many young peoplo-loft the ureu to find work. The se.

Almost ull the females who ever left thelr hometowns

sequent to the-third yeard: This differenco Is roflected In
the -average_elupsed time In mean yoars, Males loft, on the
‘average, about .91 ggrn after graduatlon; f males abhot .66

A that 246, or over 91%, left the county and llved clsowhere
. ‘for-some period during the 10 years. This'includes all but ™"

- ~show . that “many” departures -occurred_ within - the first 6
» -~ months- and - essentlally in two “waves.” The first wave
+~ occurred during the ‘first month or two-after graduation,

While. more. thn 8% of the malex who left, depurted sub. o 0 women.—

- -Persons migrating 1o communit i
* Lakes reglon were particularly attracted to cities along the

that mobility Is a

*chain’of events. It does

TABLE 7. Time of first departure from home community
ﬂer raduation of Ontonagon Co. 1957 high

 post high,

niors and seniois who migrated during

Tota)

Timeof it

e Pentes

: Bel‘mnqmﬂ date
of graduation to end
of Istyear y

- Within Ind year -
Within 4th year
©Within Sth year

84,0

80
LY 3
00
04

. 00
08
1000
Les0

BLT 9% . 7193108

99 10 -
T3ae
- 0K

15

00
CURT
121 1000 125
NG

!‘4 : ‘l\
v &
LTI
L i
> W . ]
— R
L)

=

Within Tthyear. .
WithinBthyear - -3 -} 3
o246 100.0 121
783

T Nk o
-
1"

“The r_zipidii!epaﬁure" of ‘most males and females from

* their- home communities after graduation  indicates that

“migration is characteristic at this stage of the life cycle. I
migration occurs as part of -the career sequence. it fakes
place at. a predictable time and ss part of a rather specific

n o not oceur randomly through the -
10-year period.: - - - B L '

Initial Deftimﬂonsal' Migrants 7 ,

" Where did these young people go when they fist moved

away frum their home community? . R

The pattern of initlal migration' reveals that nearly half

- (47%) of the destinations were within Michigan, mostly in -~ :

 the Upper Peninsula (Table 8), Equal proportions of males
" and females wenl to other communities in the Upper Penin. -
“sola. However, a majority of the malés (20 out of 2N went.

.10 the Haughton/Hancotk area, while nearly half of the

 females (13 out of' 27) went (o Marquetie. OF thuse golng o~
~ the Lower Peninsula, very few males (3 out of 18) chose the ..

‘Detroit area; while ‘most ‘females (17 out of 27) wemt =
directly to the biggest metropolitan ares of the state,

S ung peoplo left the o R . About half of those who left Ontonagon Co, during the -
-+ ond wave developed in:the-full us students left for various ~ =+ ot pariod went it 1c s ioniagon Co. during

10-year period went Initially to some location outside Michl-

- gan.-Almost one quarter of them, In fuct, migrated sub
most all the lemales who ever - stantlal distances, I.e., outside the reglon of tlie Great Lakes, -
ad already. depurted within: the first three years (97.6%), ‘ | b '

' -This-lang " distance - migration was more- frequent smong -

munities_ within the Great

forn shore.of Lake Michigan, especially Milwaukee,”
re. males (due tu its then expanding -
Ini ed fn ' f im0
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TABLE 8. Lﬁmim: of dgﬂmﬁﬂn on ﬁm yreure from
“home mmunﬂy of Dmawn 0. 1957 high
school juniors and

'.:pagm;hzhndm mgﬁm‘d

e

i

TABLE‘? Size of emmnniiy of destination, first :kpaﬂi
* ure from home community, of Qnmnqtm Co.
1957 high school . juniors . and -seniors who
mhtﬂ! dzlriu; post high Ehml decade -

Total °  Males Females -

Lacation ‘Nn.sso.shs

Shroim?nifb‘ R;‘&msi R:ﬂf; 5; 'S

nmﬁ-ﬁmmmn 1. 691 SE 10 80,

. Uppﬂl‘:uinﬁlhm
mum mmiikﬂnlm: ) .
ll@mhmnllhnmrt 27109 2 165 7. 56
.uaiquﬂle ) L S 5 S ] ,4! 13. 104
"Other - 9 363 LT . 56
CTOTAL M N9 1 2313 N N6
Deyoit metropolian - 20 Bl 3 25 17 s
afea

B@Lm;?s‘m 3 102 15 124 10 8D
. caudninupity

 Duluth/Superior 2 08 O - 2 16
Minnéapot/SL Pl 8 33 2 17 6. a8
Milwaukee 5. 63 5 4}V 11 8% -
Ravine jj 4. 16 1 08 3 24
‘Kenosha 83 & a0 3 18
Waukegan E 2 08 o - 2 1.6
Chm@ mtxawhlan 45 5 L1 6 4R
thﬂfummunitrmlhe ’3 C93 16 13 7 ss
Grext Lakes repion ]

= (Mhercommunityour- $6 228 34 W1 22 174
sde the Great Lakes ) : :

© region

COTOTAL - T M6 1000 121 100.0 125 100.0

- ';mnmumly in the Upper Peninsu)n Tw;'niy “wo. pem..t »
relocated there, many in Houghton/Hancock, which had -

not been mentioned by anyone, While 22% chose the Detrolt

~ . area, only 8% went there, Eight percent listed Milwaukee,
_“und B% moved there. Chicago had been: mentionod by 6% -
- and drew only 4 persons: Some communities not thought of

atall were the first new locations for some former students,
- e Duluth/Superlor, Racine and Kenosha, A fow more per.

sons  migrated long distances afier gradualiun than - ]-ad

expected 10 (27% m coinpared to 23%). .

- Whien the initial destination communities are clmlﬂcd hy -

' ilze, we find some contrasts Lo earlier preferences (Table 9).

-~ Nearly 4% expressed  preference fof the open country or

- & village under 2,500, But, adding the 8% who never Jeft

their community to those who moved io similar places,

~_only shout 20% managed to realize such s preference.’

© - About 26% expt&;ﬁd a desire to live In a community of

over 100,000 or-in'a- mﬂrﬂpnlitan area. on ﬂm mnvg; :
CL ncaﬂy 407 went 10 such locations.” =

- A higher pmpﬁﬂian of males had expraued a pm‘ﬁrencéi

or n  rural community, but only 8 Httle

. fer lhe open count

'as fen 8 ﬁinimuy ,aﬁd

Opeacountiyr - 29 118 10 83 19 151
m weundes 2,500 i S

Townorciiy 2300 33 142 23 190 12 9
010000 :

Cityof1000010 - 46 187 B 149 2B 224
; ¥

 City of over 9 18 141 1S 120
(06006 . _
Helmpnmanm: 69 280 21 17.) 4B 184
’!iiﬂm?hmkms 158 38 .0 3 24

) armaemmmam . »
*rmAL ﬂsﬁ) 100.0 :21 100.0 125 100.0 °

mmmuuixy

) (a)Ewludgi the ‘_‘1 p&mm who never mmed out of their home

such places.5 The early marriage pattern among females

may have contributed to this outcome; often inhibiting

 their migration far from the rural area of Ontonagon Co, -

Apart fiom marriage, the role of family and kimhip ties

E iinfluenced the choice of destination, Among those who leit
 for reasons other than 1o go to college or 10 join the service,

a majority (é‘%j went first 1o plnu where relatives resided.

- Eighty-five percent of these felt the presence of relatives.

e T S e 'Imd elther i(:me eﬂ'e:n“ or a “majur effeci™ on thelr
“Abaut 7% of the young people had sald they would like - o
'm move m some mher :ummunily in Dnlnmxan Co mer : ST ‘
‘ 'R:mm far Ml;ﬁﬂnn E

The suhjem wore n;ked lhcir renmns l‘nr having inilially -

: Ieﬁ Qmam:gcn Co.”

“The most common reasons fur leaving the humg communs

. ny after high school were finding work (34%) and getting . '
“further_education (31%) (Table 10). Next in inportinee

is milimy service, reported mostly by males, Family and :

- marriage were Important for females, These included women -
_moving with their families after high school or to thelr .
~husbands’ residences, or lewving because of o change in thelr
’ husbands emplnymem nr Inek ul‘ empluymem ln tha lml -

area. : L
.- -Reasons having to do with summunuy features (either e
" the home sren or the destination), such as good or bad
< climate, activity or peace and quiet, living costs, seem to
- have_had litile to do with the decisions for initial departure, -
Adwniﬁmm&mﬁim; fresdom, excliement, a vacaiion, 10

see the country,” gra“ehanp of scenery” -did not seem to -

,ugniﬁ:ﬁmlg !nnuencg de;isignsz Hﬁ health - rga;;m; were

L memluned e e

oy IF the numbers of males (6) and femm (17) who did not Tove a1

- ali are pdded 1o these figures, the soversal Is even more exireme, - -




FIL.IED FROM BEST AVAILA

TABLE 10. Reavon fﬁén for fint departure from home

community byDnmmin o, 957 high school
l:minn and senlors who migmled dnring post
ngh school decade
: Tomd - . Males Females
Reawn No. % No. % No. %
Work related B8 M 42 W24 MY
Mibitary related - 43 1) 39 31x3 3G 34
Fdycaponrelated . 77 314 38 314 9 315
Family of marriige - TN £ % S _(!,-3 M- 214
. related - : ) i} R
Arrampl.m: [e!.ned 3 1L} N 0.0 3 24
Advéntisereiaed 30 12 L 08 37T e

10TAL 25

A summary of military service participation reveals that

- during the decade 70 persons (67 males, 3 females) served
~in the armed services.6 Fem;r m.m Y ;!u:en !uve maclef'

evive L’ﬁl’féﬁ .

- Edueation

An unusually high pmpmtiuu (3“?) auendcd wllegc
" during the post high school decade (Table 11); most started

such training shortly after gradmation. Schools located near-

by in the Upper Peninsuls drew 52% of the mllegﬂ atten: -

dance,

TABLE U Fim cul!eqes attended by an nagon Ca l?S?
gh schaool juniors and seniors who enrolled In
a:ndemle lnsllluliom during lhe poﬁt hlghi

sehml decade ‘

Institution Tunl 'H’ﬂasi-~ Fie'gi‘ulﬁ ‘
Michigan’ l‘nhnulmiwl ummw A e
loughton) AR
Nurthern Michigan Unhmily R - I 6
“IManjuette) =
Suomi College (Hancack) -~ = 211 8 - 3

~ University of Michigan (Ann Albﬂﬂ s 8 0
Eustern Michigan Umvmiuf k) 3 i
A¥psifantiy-
Gogeble Community (‘ul!ege b ] |
{Hhrunwuod) . E .
“Michigan State- llmvenllr S I R B
+ (Hust Lansing) . ‘ e a T
 Western Michigan Um\'emw 2 ‘0 2
{Kalumazao) .
Central Michigan Universlty 1 1 N
Mt Plegsant) Sl
Wayne State Univensity (Detrolt) - | o 1
© Cther colleges und universities -~ 37 . ST 16
“ontside Michigan , : : :
~TOTAL - ‘ ..-Re -1 D 1

Altholig
Ce anlyld Fﬂiﬂﬂﬁlﬂﬁkﬂh‘d military service as ine reason for initially
S leuving -t
& ii! :imz memn!y imgnmmm in Ihll umjnubmdl
altin i

000 121 1000 141000 -
— N -~ " beyond high school, Thirty-five persons received trade or

1 perion wes i

" 7() gsm-d in Ilw mmlw ametime du:lnu the dﬁad@. . "

it home community in Ontonggen Co. (Tuble B), Thix -
%l'm;mya lhmﬂ .

LABLE COPY

Almuﬂ twice the pmpumuﬂ ol men 43¢ ) as Cof wi amen
(227) auended college for some period during the 10years.
The rate of college attendance is notakly higher, especially -

. for the men, than typically reported fier young people from
rural areas. This suggests that.a high value is pliced on
education in this economically deprived rural area. The

- strongest expression of dissatisfaction among the subjects

-~ while they were sti'l in high schuol was the lack of culunl
and educational resources in the lowa) ares,

OF the one third of the former high school students who
enrolled in college, more than hall’ finished 3 d-vear de-

- grees And of these, neaily halt' (22 out of 45) fater ubtained
- graduate. lcv:l advanced trsimng of some kind, -

Many voung peuple also obrained other types m training

technical tmming. 16 ook short courses and evening

- courses, Such training was taken in various mstimliuns and-
facilities, including mihlary schoals. One person ;umplﬂed

an apprenticeship In an industrial trade.” Thus, a majority

... of the subjects completed some form of additional training
over the 10 yeurs designed to enh;m\.e th:-ir cdm:;uiunal or-
* technical quahﬁgatmﬁs S

- Qc:upaxiﬂnal Attainment

‘ “The distribution of the men by Bu.upatluﬂll c;iegmy at
~ - the end of the deeade is shawn in Tuble 12,

TABLE ll _\'r, pes of um:upallnm held at End of EGSI
ool decade by male Ontonagon. 0,1
high iehuol junlﬂn and Enim's

.Clt;cupllbn.;l Chulﬂc;ﬂun(;) No. % :_ :

ﬁﬂfﬁﬂﬂmk technical ﬂnd kindred workers 29 232
-,;Mnnum,ufmhlund pmpﬂéluu, : P
©exeept farm . o B SV ¥ |

Clerical and Kindred wurkeri Sl R
) 5ale:wgrkm o : : -3 24
* Craftsmen, lnu‘men and kindred workers b1 3N 0.0 ,

© Qperatesand kindred workess 0 300 1.0

Service workers, except private household © © '3 24

Furm laburers and foremen - oo ] SR 1 ¥
_ Laborers, except farm umlmlne %12

Studenty .- RTINS | I 764

-~ . Notemployed v SRR AR <08
k-.TBTAL : PR : : e | 2K lGﬂﬂ-

{a)lawd en U.S' {féniuic-uleﬁﬂrie;

' .ih)TWumnlewmd\wmd by mwm! nf mg nmt tiglmhuulde;ndé, -

- The heaviest concentratlons are ln the operative (24%),

,pmlemcmal (23%) and- cruftsman (20%) categories, Only

nlwd directly-in agﬁeulmre. ik #if agriml-

mg 12 wha recolved t heso varl
included in the count of . m!lm atiendees previously die

4 lolg] s;-f 148 out'of the 269 persons (about S4%) ablained co
lege, tigal,: mﬂe. ol

d because either 2) other, academiv style education wasale =~
reeaiwd by them,.or, in a fow cases, b) the te hnical training was
reecived in an academic institution, Allowing tor this umlap BRY, -

iticeship training after high sehoal.”

toge :gp@lnﬂmlnlng, W




. Nects the 1clatively large number of d.year college and
- advanced degrees earned. Overall, the occupationsl attain.
. -ments of the men repmgn( even at this eacly stage In lhexr

- careers, an advance over the status of their fathers,

The assessment of vocational achievemem ;mnng the .
females is more difficult. Some ‘married after high school -
and were not emplayed autndc the home; others took -
only “temporary™ jobs. Still- others, including a number © =

" "TA; LE 14, Famﬂgmnm:(pmml lm:ﬁm;,ifu d)"

- who obtained further education, held jubs not commensu-
rate with their qualifieations. Furthermoce, the accupational

structure is not as open to females as to males, There isalso -~
# lendency to measure female “achievement” in terms of the e
status of their mates: that is, females tend to have status - -

coni‘erred on them dm:ugh marriage,
- Analysis of ‘our data reveals that Dnly 5! Qf the 141

: w«smen (36%) were employed outside the home at the end .

of the 10-year- period, Yet, all but 16 were. employed - at
sometime or other before that point, The highest-level job
“ever held by esch female was classified according 10 lhe
slandard cutegories of the Census (sce Table 13). :
Of the highest level jobs.held by females during the

decade, ‘the largest pmpmth:n (47%) was ‘In the clerical

- category. Mcm held positions: a8 sccrmr!e:. stanqgrﬂpher;.

TABLE 13, Highen level occu sations ever held during the .~

ost high school decade by female Qnmnaznn
Co, 19 hlgh schualjunlnr; and senfors
Qccupnhﬂl! cummminnf-, R ,’ i _f_N'ci._‘__: B
Professions, technical and kindred wmkm -6
Munagers, nfﬁclall and pmpriemn, 2 1.4
. exeeplfarm - ) . ; o
Clerical and klndrgd wnrkm : - . 66 - 46.8
© Sales workers i B LY X2
- Craftsmen, !‘nmnzn and kindred wurkm R S ) |
- Operatives and kindred workers - - TR ¥
 Private houschold workers . R TR N
" Service wurkm, exeept prlvuia household 17 120 -
Laborers, except farm nmd mine . 0.7
Never’ empluy:d - 16 113
i TDTAL s MNM IDDDL.

(a md on 'U.S. Cunm;mmmlez
- deegde. leavlna 'l hm nﬂ

lyplzxs, bcmkk.eepers, mhiers aF i.l‘}fki. Tﬁﬁty-r vé périnﬁs "

~obtained jobs In the professional urea, most of whom were

~ teuchers, Another 17 were amplgyed ln sorvice !md?!; prln* =

upally as waltresses, -

Income : o
~In 1957 the average income of families from which our
sample came was somewhat less than $4.300. Fewer than

10 of the ;mdems parents’ incomes were greater than
. $9,000. The distribution of fnmnly incomes for our infor-
- mants (personal ‘incomes in' the' case of single persons) for . .
”lhc year Igﬁﬂsshuwn inTabie [4 ) S

_for_the calendar year 1967 of Dnmn;ggn Co..
1957 high sr.hnol juniurs nnd sgmnrs ,

‘Tam

I i ‘ T Males _Pemales,
MIMIF‘!'W, Mo % No. % Mo %
“Under $2,500 e s 3 24 01 o

25003999 0 11 41 8. 64 -3 24

4000104999 27 10271296 15 107 -
5,000 10 5,999 29 109 15120 14 99
6000106999 31 ILT- 130 104 18 128
7000107999 4] 15421 168 20 4.2
80001010000 54 203 29 232 25§77
'Qvermm 6% 259 247 192 45 N9
_loofu 1125 100.0 141 1000

TOTAL 6

A ““e"P“‘Ed'Y thh Pfﬂpurtmn of the cases are in the

- nvcr $10,000" category, an upward range of uncertain
— - variability. Moreover, the family/personal incomes of the
women In'the group oiifstrip those of their male classmates. =

By 1967, one fourth of the subjects had family/personal

: Inmme; over $10,000 ond nearly half (46%) had Incomes
of 58,000 or more.8. Pmbnbly fewer than 10% had incomes 3
- us low.as the $4,300 average of thelr parents In 1957, Some =
Cof the lower 1967 incomes were merely transitory, asin‘the - - -
. case of persons who were students at that time. A numiber -
of others had sustained a perlnd of un;mplgymem between
~ Jobs during that year, -

At the time of the ré stud;;', lnﬁ)rmams were nsked H‘

~thelr Incom 5 wero . Inergnsing or demmlng ‘About 68%
‘ "".lhnught they. were carning more than o year before, about
-9.5% felt they were earning less, nnd the rest felt that thelr =~

. (IOne femals v decened by tho wnd of the port high whoal ff Incomes wer fulrly steady,

_“The overall results In _respect 1o fnmllylpermnal Inenma _

. EI the end of the’ post- hlgh school demuig ssem conslsten| 7
- with the  occupational | progress ‘of these young pcople. They - SURR e
. span a gtmd part of the range of the income structure Itself,
~with g liberal reprmmaﬂan of ,lm.amei reflecting occupa ..
‘ o tlnnnl'auece:;f' o
© AN unusually. hlgh percentage ("3% of - the mglai und

L18% of the females) attained hlg.h ‘status occupations, Le., -
hin-the brief
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“uchievement and income of migrants and non-migrants

reveals that migration seems to enhance the probability of

rising in mmpmunal and income stru;mrcsﬁ_ -

lmmmg be} ond hxgh s;hoﬂl the utml is \:Ef}' strong mdced

Persons migrating from - the -local community after hlgh’
school often obtained more training and thus higher status

; iubs +Some of those who lelt the area returned before the

- endof the decade, falling in an intermediate position between

the permanient non-migrants and migrants in many respects.)
By staying in the area after high school, one must trade
potential advances ‘in education, occupation, and incorae

* for other benefits or advantages felt to be obtainable in the -
* local: area, Muny who slayed f'eh that sugh i@ lmdeauﬁ' wus- Lo

worthwhile and some who left expressed # strung desire to
Creturn to the locyl area. Many migmms felt they could not

sausi‘v l.;rger life gmls in the local area, and sacrifi ced any; -

advantages of hvmg there for Lhe g;uns m be m.sde from
leaving.

Current Residgnee B

‘Al the end of the pusl high sehool decade 3% of the

Mlllpk‘ resided in- their original-community .in Ontonagon

Co, (Table 15), Another 10% lived in some other Ontong:

gon community; Thus, while mere than 9 out of 10 of these
Aformer high “school . students left thelr hometown after

gfaduuuon 4 out of 10 now reside there or in a community
‘nearby, Hence, return migration is evident already within
" the 10year permd (Recall that the. Dn!mmbun area held -

more attraction as o place to live after 20 years than it did

* for the perlod immediately after high school.) Return migras

‘thon was more churucteristic of males than females. OF the

35 women living In thelr home community, 17 never left, ~ -
whereds of the 46 mules resldlug in lhelr lmmemwns. unly _

6 never left,

Must of the 24 persons living’ ln Ihe Upper !’enlnsulu but Co
“outside Ontonugon Ca,, live in the lronwood/Bessemer arca o
or liv Marquette, None live In Houghton/Hancock. This is In

contrust to the period Immediately afier high school, when
_halfof those who first went to another Upper Peninsula

community outside the county went to Houghton/Huneock,

' 'Muuy wenuufmmse, for s&uhnulmg.vli may be thut the cur.

der

- end uf ihe po
sl elties, -2 t

i seond hiy r

-l communitien, under 3,800 {third mmt esidir

in.the (lowest). See Jon. Rhgﬂr “Cr

‘ ceupatlonal = Achievement -of - Rur

Study of un Up':r Mlchlgun

higan State iy 1971

- Upper Peninsuly

: lléﬁzuummuni!gin BRI 304 46 B A oM

.Ontonagon Cu.’ A v : :
Other community in © 27 "1 (6 B0 1T 1)
. Ontunagon Co. : ) oL o
Mo90 L2 1
community outside . - A Lo

.- Omomagon Co, -

lk‘lnmméuupumm 19 18 64 1l 7.4
arey : : - i o

- Other Lower Penin-. 19 70 3 34 16 113
- sula community R . T
Duluth/Supetior 2 08 1 1% SR | in? .
“MinneapolidSr, Paul 08 0 o2 1.4
Milwyukee - 9 a4 3 24 6 4.3
. Racine : | {1 S| . 1 a7
- Kenosha B 30 -6 4B 2 14
© Waukegan 1 04 ) 08 0 -
" Chicago mumpulil,m 6 23 04 312 2 14
F1{-H] o
. Other mmmunu) - 13 . 49 6 48 .7 50

~_the Great Lakes egion *

‘Other community out- 54 203 23 184 31 220
side theGrr.u Lakes
region

TOTAL = . 266 1000 125 100.0 141 100.0

TABLE 16 Size of mmmunity of residenee at end ﬂf ﬁnst
ﬁhxc 100! decade of Qntanagnn Co. 1957 igh
ool juniors and sgniurs =

Si;wrmmniunlly, _ H;m’l* ’Eshmﬁi.:;;“‘,mﬂg

Opencourtsyor - 130
-village .ader 2,500 :

489 64 512 66 468

-Townorelty 2500 14 83 5 40 9 64

- to 10,000

City of 10,000 - -~ - 42 IS8 257 200 17420

10- 100,000 ) » .
Cityover 100,000 - - 23 86 .8 64 15 106
Metropolitunares 3¢ 203 23 184 31 . 220
over 500,000 : - N ‘
- Militury Iuguglnmu!‘ SRR 1S SN { B | X | IS I N |
Indeterminunt size .. L :
TOTAL. 2667 '100.0 125 1000 141 100.0:

- rent ubsence ul‘ infmmuuls m lhls ared n.ﬁu.ls ns ummmg
CCeconomy, -

Of the 96 Iiving outside Mh.hlgun after 10 years., nbuut :

L 449 live'In communities scattered -around the Great Lukes.
- The biggest concentration_outslde the Great Lukes region Is
';in suuthem Cﬂllfmnla. wherav’ls members u!‘ our sumple
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but outside Michigan. This area accounted for 74 persons

after high school, but by the end of the decade, only

42 remained,

_of the 10 years is s.huwn m “Table 16 A m:gmity hve in

urban areas of varying size, the rest in rural communities or

*in the open country. Over one fourth are. Iwing in large-

cities (over 100,000), 2 pmpﬂﬂlﬁn somewhal greater among - -
females than males. This sex difference is generally consis- -
tent with preferences e'cpressed in high scho~ and wnh lhe RS

first lo@tmns to whu:h fﬁrmer sludenls fnmrﬁd

" Geographic Mobility Pattems -

Only a small minority of the sample have been non-rr
mobile or moved only once (Table 17). A magority of the .

" subjects lived in 5 or more placcsm during ‘the decade. '
Sometlmes thls s;mply reﬂctzls moves bazk and fm‘th--

had rmwcd at least once a year, and one mdmdual had had

" 23 residences during the 10-year period, See Tables 18 and - o

Dntunagnn Co.

‘TABLE 17 Tatnl number of rzsndenzes durm lhe ost hlgh '
o -decade - of . Ontonagon - )57 hlgh
: schnnl junmrs and sgniprs -
T " Totsl - Males' Females.
. .chf!“idgnc“ - Ne. % :No. % ‘No, %
1 (neverleft - ~23 - 856 4.7 -17 12.0
home community) - - - t SR o
2 : 4052 .3 24 11 18 -
3 36 134 12 95 24 -169°
4 42 0156 .20 158 22 155 ..
5. 35 5,130 235 181 122 B~ -
6 33123 16 126 17 120
7 6 97 15 QL8 -1
8 17638 63 .9 63
9 12 48 7 885 as
10 S TAR A T T4
11-13 SRS ¥ 6310 - 19.:-7 49 ~
 Over1$ L3 23 00 00
) TQTAL ) 1‘ , 9 IDDD 127 “100.0 ‘142 100,0

This punern of bay k zmd !‘urth muvement is nm reslriued
_tothose wha lmppen m be llvlng in Lhe caumy at Ihe End of

moves having any ‘major or permanent character, or which In-

volve exposure to new and different places, Thus, different duty - -
wtations to which an Individuut was ordered while in the milltary -

o Csepvice were counted, ud wore the different schooly uttended by
_ them s clvllisns. Summer resldences between college years in |

2 communitles ather than the home community were counted but .
returns’to the home community. beiweeén college years weye not. ©

* In cuses where gn individual moved back und forth between his
home community ‘in Ontonagon Co, and some other area for .

[ © = -extended periody of ¢employment; each mave is counted, Henee, -
AN © = the  totalsmay nﬂwnr somewhat inflaled compared o selfs . .
. /. miy-not-have cons 7

away IQ ;c;hm;l ar

- - ‘estimates by Individual uub‘{ec!i since- the
.- sidered .themselves-to have. *moved” In go
- inte the military service, o

The dlsmbunoﬁ af resndem:e by size of phcg at theend

10 The count starts with- the hv‘;mﬁ mmmunity and fncludon i~ =~

Vvthe decade, however. fnr m:my of those now Iwmg else- 7
wherg alsc.) re(urm:d Ior mnr: times. ln fact. almost 40% ul‘

" Within the tmal sample nf former students, sevcral

. groups are d;sungmshable in their varying residential ties to
_Onm_nagun Co. There isa small gmup ul’ penﬂ;\nem nof

"Anmher gmup af about 112 could be called “permantm

migrants,” having left after high school and never returned.
Then there Is a large. segment-about half the total sample-
in“an intermediate category, exhibhmg some degree of

n residential vacillation over the 10 years, These individuals
"~ lived elsewhere for a while after hlgh school and returned to.
~ their hometowns on one or more occasions, some bemg in

“"w'ay phase”"at the end of 10 years, others in a “‘return

'pha.sr;' These three broad groups are not exclusive, since
- -some in-county residents may leave in lhe fulure and some
'migrams may retum. - :
1o many dil’ferem ccmmunines Ihmy-ane ﬂl‘ the subjects: o
of lhe dgcade were ‘asked lf' lhcy planned m move nul of
- 'Dnmnagun Co. Those living elsewhere were asked if they
19 for summary of the exlent and frequem.y nf relums to -

might move back. = . _
Data reveal Lhat 3% of thg subjects anticxpnte anmher;

'mnve. either out of or back to Ontonagon Co. (Table 20). ~

Among those livirg in the county at the end of the decade, -
about | out of § felt there was at least a 50‘5% chance of mov-

“ing away; of those living outside the area, | out of 10 indi-

cated a 50% chance or better of moving back The propor-

" tlan of l]mse lhmking about mcvmg back is abuul half'!lml"'

pm’mmlies avgﬂnble wilhin the munly to unmel pmenlu! |

: mmiyams v
. The pattern of residenee at the cnd uf‘ the dez.ade and: .

the - anticipated possibilities of ‘moving back:to or out of

- ~Ontonagon Co, seem ‘to depend -generally ‘on-the lével of ~* -
" attachment for the-area. Our Informants were asked about -
their ties to Ontonagon Co. Fifty-seven percent of those
-~ who lived:there after 10 yaars categorized their ties to the
© -orea us "mudemtely strong™. or. very strong”; only 35% of
~ those living elsewhere had such- ties. Bul-fewer_than 6% of
- “those living in-county indicated *moderately weak" or “lits -
~tle or no ties at all" to Ontonagon Co.; while 27% of the

non-residents so described thelr ties, The rest thuug}n they

~had average tles to the ureu,

Assesxmgnt ﬂi‘ Career : ‘ ;
" During the’ restudy the lnfﬂrmams were usked huw they

thnugm“things (had] turned out" compured with their high

- school expectations. The femules uppe.nr to be more satisfied

with their progress than the ‘males (Tuble -21), although

“~‘about“1 out.of 10 In both groups was undecided. Thirty-

olght percent of the women and 35% of the men sald things -
turned out betier thun oxpecied; 12% of the men and only

5% of the women felt they had turned but Tess well, «Most -
'feh lhm lhings lmd tumed out uhnut us they‘l ad expe; d
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TABLE 18, Extent and fmquenty(a) of circular migration among Qnmnagnn Co. 1957 high school juniors and seniors living -
m lhelr home communities s al the end ?Ihe post hngh school decide ‘ o - ,
- — = e — = - e
: ) S - ) Lm:ulu migrants;: : - ! : }
N 'Re:idgnce in Nnmnignnb: : s Lefi hume community at least i ’ )
-~ hame ecommunity - Neverleft |~ 7 ' " once and relumgd .
: - atend of PHSD: = home  Jr——— - — — e
Sex © Total _ community § Frequ:m:y of murm

i 1 PR R N 3 dormore

" No. 81 B RN ¥ T B 42 12 3 I
. AR (11 N B |- SR o 72 - S e

W
—

N ) e e | s w9
K] 100 13 ) 87 . e -

-

No, - kLI PR + TS H IR TR
* T I O Rt

 (@E \l:nﬁprupuruun uf persons who mmmed and mumed fréquemzy-number uf umes an mdlvidual migraled ;mcl n:lurm:d

- i

' TABLE 19, Exlent nnd frequency(n) oi' circulnr migrgliun amnng Gnmnagon Co. 1957 high schnnl Juninrs amd seniurs Iwmg
nutsnde their home communities at the end of the post high s:hoﬂl decade o v

ST N :.Farm;n:ntj o e - Cm:ulgmigam: -

Eesidenéeautsidg_ | . omigaatss .- Left home community snd

" home communityat |° - Neverre- | - S ’ rgmmedinmmn:e :
) * end of PHSD: - - - “turned to - — —
Sex . Total - : home -, : . Frequency nf feturns : -
Co : ; . community, ———— ——— S ==
— _Total L R | o 3 - 4 or more : L

Noo | st | w2 [ m e m e
P ‘100 S BT TN S R - . LT

M.lles ' o T B AT .
”Nu; B £ IR IR T S (RS & BN 1 SURIEEEN [ RN | RO
' 100 LT L 42 ST . R e e =

iu)Lm‘mipmpmllun of persuns whn mlgrxih:d und mumed frequ«;myinumbu m‘ lim;'s an Individual mlgrntgd und wlumgd

TA BLE ?0 Esgmntfs of me prubnblllty nf movlng out uf/hnck to Ontonngnn Co, by Onmmgon Co 1957 hln,h school junlnrs
and senfors -

: : , I!‘IM Ins B : o living nullide:
) o s , _Elllmmnf ihe chance * - Estimate of the chance
“Probability ol L of moving out - S ofmovlng b:ek

Better thun 75% Bl R T T T NP 6

$0% 10 75% . S a“ 0 00
About 50%« §0% - et A b TN - e I F E N o | I
%Mo S0% o e e e e
;Lesslhnnésﬂé S R [ TR ¥ I ISP b [ R 795-['""




- cost of living, ete.)-

L experienced -

Lesswellthan 7 '2) B3 14 11817783

Aboutasexpected . 108 429 - 49 411 59 344 -
BE“Ei‘lhanﬁPﬁ:tEd 93369 42 353 51 33

‘7>-Dnntknnw'- 30 19 4 A 16 120
TOTAL 252 100.0_ 119 -100.0 133 1000

: (i)l’ ourien pemmi r;ulcd 10 anwer lhg queﬂinn

B Handlcaps

 With 10 years of upzmgn:g behind them, and the hzm:e E
fit of hindsight, what handicaps did the former high school -
~ students identify in trying to “get-ahead"? Limited educa-~
tion was by far the biggest factor identified by the menasa
2). It is -

~ handicap to the progress of their careers (Table 2
' nearly 4 times as prevalenl as personality problems or mmi

vation, 5 times as important as financial problems, and 8.
o greater,

_ timesas impurmnl as intxpgnznze or l:mk oi‘ job xzppurtum
Cties, ,

_ TABLE 22, Estimnt:: nf the gcaiest hnﬁﬂlﬁpi to [thexr)
Eening ahead” in the decade since high school,

y Gmanagcm Co 1957 hlgh sehcml Juniors and 3 ‘

- SN m‘}

- aniiy sbligaﬂum (dependemi, 58 0 LT 94
“early marrlage, marriage pm— ) ) o ) .
- blems, ete.) ’

- .- Flnanclal | rgﬁléml (lcw incume, 1.8 18 . 14;5—"7

. Jobproblems(lackofenough 45 52 .. 39
" - Jobs, poor Job uppnnunlllﬂ. . ‘ S L
aid off, ¢te.) - S

: QEdumlﬁmlpmhlnm;l'lngkur ,_130‘54 '140;01 _'271,53_

< educat) un.lpnuredumlﬁn.lnck S

. - of college, lack of skilled train- - -
:Ing, difficulties in completing .

further education, lack of sec-

retarial or llann;uphk tmln- S

o Cingy et e L e

- 7 Inexperionde (lack ufbmd ex- o A3 LA S
- perience, travel, ete) - o . P
Polities (not having the rlgh! 0.8 09 --08.
“connectionsy ete)) - S A

_ . Personallty problems (unsureof 90 113, 10
sl indellllr Rl

on, sell-conscious

. ness, lack of confidence or de-
+ tlre, motivation or Permnﬂhy

-~ deflclencles or problems, un.

~ certainty about goals, etc,) -

: fliness E mcn eamiitian, oo, - A T e 08 ,‘
or health problems - : ’ :

'Ne pmblcmi or hnndscnp:

~_/Don't know or no npl lon
CTOTAL.

T

Other . "ot 49 43 L8

- hans’ o or oy nealin pmmcms

Evidence: show; these. young people feel edumlmn is

murumemal toa successful career und the Tack of itis un

impediment.- Still, more than a quarter of those responding -

1o this question felt they had had 1o pmblems or h:mdnupui -
L or ﬂpn:;szd no npimun about the matter,
_ Informants were. also asked what !hmgx, it .my lhé} R
_ ,_wuuld "do differently if [they] had it to do all over again?”
" “The pmem of response is consistent with the previous -
results dealing with expressed handicaps (Table 23). Forty.

lhree pcn:gnl uf ;he m..nles .md 3!}7& of xhe texmles reu lhey

'dcude lf lhe p:n.em,;ges whu regreied nul wmkmg harder

in high school or not having completed trade school educa.
tion are addéd; the impumme of edu;auun s th;se young
people now see u after 10 ye.u's of expenence is even

" Betwe

A little more than one quarter of the’ group. had'no -

_expressed regrets’ canceming their career.experience during
" the post high school decade, While this percentage of “satis-
“fled" persons ‘is. Impressive, the other three quarters did - ©
- expresssome dissatisfaction with thelr silumiuns.lheir mum—‘ SRR
: con.plain! belng Inudeguu!e edugalluu.» s o

”Reenmmendnllnns to thz Loeﬂl S:hnnll

-~ We uxked opr. lnformams lmw lhe lm:.:l s;.lmnl systoms

_“could better’ prepare young “people’ for careers after high~ = -~

~school. They - -were also asked: what advice, il any, they

, wuuld offer to young people now enrolled in'school in such =
“"an_ures."To the extent their-insights constitute 4 valid-re. -
. flection on the exigencies of growlng up in Ontonagon Co.,: =
=~ they may be judged pmemlnlly relevant to the sltuntion of =+ -
alher young people now In-school In rural ares, G
. Many respondents felt the academic program should bc .
: zlr@ngthened Twenly-twa percent thought more snd better
-+ ~college preparatory courses should be offered. Another 20% -
[ urged ‘more vocational tralning; and an addluannl 12%

1 B and 9% of the malvs thuught they would have,,
., .‘h.mglled their. military ubhgatmm. differently, while smaller
- percentages felt they would have entered a different line of .
- work, walted longer to get married, or left the locul ares,
'““Among the females, at least 1 out of 10 felt that it wuuld
“have been betier to wait langer to get married.- S
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TA BLE 23, Esumats of what SubjEﬂs would “do d:ffe:ent-
fdl they] had it to do all over again™ in the
ecade since high school, by- annagnn Cni

1957 hngjj s:hua unlnrs and seniors

V'Tﬁlil Milgs Fn:mlles .

- vﬂAﬂiﬁnﬁEﬁow % % %

Family {fwould have u‘ahed to-- - 16 - - 34 I3
marry, wouldn't havemarrled = .- .00 0 - e
0 300N OF 30 young, wouldnt

have married, had so many .

children, ete,j -

lllghschudl(wguldh;vewurkédl': 36 43 7 30

studied harder while still in ele- :

mentary/condary school, would -

have taken college prep courses, - -

tougher courses while still in high

school, would have taken school
- Inore s;'rluusly. prepsred fm cnli T

lege, e1e.) n

Line nhurk would have chan, ed‘ 44 43 45

type of work [ went lmni wotld
have gotten g different job, pone
imn unother field, tuken a f
ferent major, gone into busmesg

. slarted my own business, ete) . o oo
Academic education (would -~~~ 36.0° - 427 30.1 -
have gone to college after - : : -
hiigh school, gone to s difs |
ferent ;ehcu:l furthered my

<> education, worked harder in -

- collepe, finithed schoal, taken :
or finished professional nursing

training, gotten a degree, eic,)

deesclmoleducntiun(wauld ,:S,D ) 5}1‘ 105 .

- have gone to trade school,”
- business or secretarial schcgl
-taken a course in business, -
gane ta'night school, taken i
one year nursing course, ete.) - : e .
Travel and migration (would .~~~ 4,0 - 26 . 53
- have moved away from heme, = BN R
- traveled, gone to school away - .
from home, gotten nut uf the -
local area, eftc.) - -

Military service (would have | R X I BS 00 -

- joined the service; wouldn't
¢ have walted to be drafted,
... would have stayed [n the
- service, ete)) - :

Personality (would hnve been mor .

- aggressive, declsive, learned self - -
‘confidence, soughit help or m!u!-
menwmllzr.m,) EETI S T
Health (would huve taken care ai‘ 04 - 0800 -
my health moner. ele.) i : :

) ois' 08 07

Other- ot Lo 40 0 26 83
Would dn nmhing dlfl‘eremly S M4 205 218
Don't know o no nph\l:m R PN e ® ERRCIE . SR
TOTAL .o 1000 1000, 1000 .

consqlldgtiun of. schugl dismcts was an essemlal condltlan -

far lmpmvamnnt cl‘ tha sahuul pragrum‘

nh’ '

Adviee to Pn:;ent Day Ontonaxnn Coumy 3

lnﬁ:rmnnts were asked whnl recommendallans theyf

~would have for a- young person “now enrolled in'school in
p

Qnmnngun Co.., . : rogarding s(nylng or muvlng uwuy sub: :
- sequent to his eumplnllnghlgh school."! Four percant ndvised
i

definitely sta the’local-are. Eig

. con
o Our research: strategy was lmigltudinnl in that we solicited .
i',lnf‘nrmmlun from .the. subjecis at"two points in time—once

“neat the end of high school and uguin about 10 years luter, -

slbaying in the local community “if you can get a job and if

" you don't mind the disadvantages.” Almost half of the group
(47%) gave advice 1o leave the area to seek education and/or =
v emplaymem elsewhere; an additional 10% urged- leaving

4F yuu wani bcuer eduummnnl or m;upaumul ﬂppmtuma ’

HES
. A few (about. "'?é) suggESted lesvmg lhg area fm a while

‘and then’ retummg and others (6%) said to rﬂurn only if

jobs were ‘available’ or “if you like the area.” Nearly 11%

'xfemnmed m.'utral or equivocal on just what was the best =
-strategy, while an almost _equal proportion simply did not . -

know or had noadvice to offer. As expected, those who had

~“left the county dunng lhE decade more often advised leavmg :
than those who stayed in the area.” o

| SUMMARHND iNT)ERéR'ETATﬁiéi v iEiNmNés .

i ltchange L

"‘."'i_‘m recént deudes has affe; 'd 4l areas cf our nandnal life. 7
_Nat nnly have such changes provided new opportunitiesand . .
a lugher stand d uf lmng fer mzmy penple bul lhey h.:ve;, e

n th.m in. rural areas. IumVEments in agmul

“tural technalogy'and the reduction in the demand for agri-
_ cultural labm, consolldatmn uf farm umls and lhe lﬂLl’E-lS

Ecnnﬂmy, have hnd an impmtant impaet on rural commun:
- ities and on “the ‘careers of fheir. young- people. Rapidly -
:h:mging enndltmns contmually mudlf'y the career alterna-

 tives of these young people, and have requxred a hlgh degree

of “udaptability on their part in obtaining education and

,-emplaymem and:in decidmg where they would like fo live, ,

-~ This study “focused on"somé problems assoclated with” -~

"f,,'mlgratlan and social- mublhty of rural youth, Our canvas -
was confined to'a erucial perlod of the life cycle, from about -

18 to 28, During this time-span numerous decisions converge -
erning migration, further edueutiun mnrrlnge and career, -

. The research site wasa remote county In Michigan’s Upper

. Fénlnsuln -At one time Its economy was among the thriving -

ecgnnmies In the ‘state, Tadny, while copper’ mlning is still

- very Important, the: aren fnils ta sustuln a fully develuped . e
-+~ modorn egonomy, )

We chose this sllé l‘ar (wu reascms

study, We felt {

~presentin’ lheDntonagon Co. area would make it pe slble m e
_readily logate our informanty 10'yoars after graduation fron

'First we wished to
_-’maxlmize the rural’ gutmigrntlan phennmengn. Based.on .
< reglonal uvcragcs. Ontonagon: Co. had u low. level of living -«

.und a small-proportion. employed:in’ munuf‘ncturlng‘ Italso: ~:
_vhnd a-long history of net outiigration, Second, we wanted _
* to minlmize’ the difficulty of data retrieval in the follow-up =
I e'.infunﬂal network of fr dends and kin - -
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The sxtuatmn Df the present sample of students in 1957

as it emerges from. our data, is that-of a. critical stage in

their careers. It is a time nfasse,,ment of the many facmrs -
involved ‘in, and.the decisions affecting, later experience,
. There is a WldESpi’Ead realistic anticipation of the necessity - ..
of leaving the area to obtain adequate emplayment or'to.
‘get further educmmn or. trammg Sarne Df the studems'

| FILMED FROM BEST AVAILABLE COPY - -

S cccupanena] asmratmns Their mlgrat' 'ﬁ expe«.tanans weré

~ instrumental -in- their attémpts to realize’ l‘ngh occupation-
oal g@als_ and thus an . mtegml part of thenr Qverall career :
strategy. T R

A majo ty

, .:’nr more tliT\ES durmg

me_has mcved S:Qr marei ‘mes A ,;Lms,m,-, :

Dntanﬂgcn ED “and’ cther p
mcwed away fn:rn nd rbs:k o,

’;_'fcsrm Bf addntmnaftrammg or educalmn after hlgh schi:ﬂl R
- w1th almﬂst/a thu‘d DF the entlre gmup ﬂbtammg cﬂ]leger -




' ;"’perma amly lcn:ate:d away. from the lﬂcal arbm
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,marned early also tended to have chlldren sooner’ af‘ter
marriage and to have somewhat larger famlhes _both ghso-
; ‘lutely and in ‘the number ‘of children born” per year, More. -

... over, early. marriage was associated .with lower rates of mj-- "~
. --gratidn out of the local area and with relatively madc:st edu-
* cational and Gcc:upatmnal achievement.. It .is easy lo, seea

causal linkage.in this. sequence of ev,nts’ It isa pattem in-
which earller evems tend to 1mp03& lm‘uts arL la r Bltema-z"f”;'

"Estabhshmg Dneself 3 an mdepgndent adult and_m gammg :
- some degreeﬂf sophlsucatr“

mziny of: these ygung pmple theh’ll elves will |

‘mnblhty S _
‘The existing” llterature onlrural urbgn mlgmtmn mrelyv B
© dées justice to the" phanomcnﬁn Qf retum -migration. When

mewhat fmm other rural yﬂung penple
“on edumtmn .;s a medmm mr suual g

the - return-migrant . is . considered, lu: is often viewed as a

: fmlure ‘in"the ‘urbanlaber mirket. Our.data’ challenge the.

- notjon_ that the ‘return-migrant has simply failed to adapt

.7 . sUccess lly elsewhere -A largasprﬂpurtmn had returned for=.-
'.:-’ca'r, illy- talculatecl reasons,
s badly eeded se,',

sume msldnces to rende:r
.Few h..ld been .-

iple mlgrants ” That :

: .:The overa]l re\:grd of our mﬁ:rmants is-one QF a- hlgh :
uency. of: mab'h

f the capacnty C}f su(;h young people, at least from -

p 'blems 1n‘Fndlng a “, i

lgmf“csnt proportion of the -~ =~
: 'return mlgrants were in- reahty, mult
sy they had moved way, then
. of time, Dﬂl)’ to move

and ‘an unusudlly hlgh level of .
_rachnevernant bmh ed t;atmnal snd ccc ,patmnal Thls is

ers. conSidemble Encauragement in=

like Ontmmggn Co., to mpa \mth the many Lhallenges) R

'me\:SS of 7n"lgratmn is -not cansxdered zm_’ ' lly'pamfu n
- socially - ccnstly It is also. clear ‘that many.
 their’ c:hlld en “for_this event. and _expect they will move -

away

.":'llfe We cannot uneq v:W ”'-1”)’ challenge: these findings; but
H ;-TQUT QD ft Df }'L!UL

‘ = v1awed as bemg firmly tied to his blrthp ace and the prccessz
2oaeof mlgratmn is chsxdered pamful and sncmlly i:ostly )

“We- faund attachman 3

ips,’ Lorrespondence telep

naﬂan

' d:quately

-exhibits: rumarkabls ‘achievement in’
‘There is reason ta beheve»that the ohort

rents prepare,,_ﬂ :

the local ares ind. to kinstrong. "
'amongmany of the mlgrants But this attschmem alleviated
--by" occaslonal return I
other; spgradle ccmtzicts, was not viewed as incompatible
- with : residence “elsewhere, oﬂen a_great" distance away.
Sdllsf‘dt;mfy adjustment "of m
-, Areas_appears_to h

oﬁe;iaﬁdﬂ B

~migrants in_ destination " -
- e been made with: relatively little diffi-- -
“culty. At the same time, a'large proportmn ber af‘tled from
.the medutmn Df' frlends and relanves in the  de
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