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AESTRACT

This essay attempts to compare and contrast certain
Iranian and American library serial selection policies. It assumes
that many similarities exist between the selection policies of the
two countries, but that special problems and contrasts exist in each
one, also. The paper concentrates on the policies of two specific
institutions, Drexel University, previously, Drexel Institute of
Technology, Philadelphia, Pa., U.S.A., and the Iranian Documentation
Centre (lrandoc), Tebran, Iran. One is an academic library, the other
a government agency documentation center, They are alike in some
striking ways but are very different in others. In spite of the
absence of data and analyses néeded to support an objective study,
the author draws two conclusions based on his personal observation
and experience. The influence of nationalism on serial subscription
policies in Iran and America must be recognized. Probably it is
common in libraries over the world to find large numbers of local
titles on hand. Also, whenever local pride or nationalism and strong
library service ideas are combined, then a rich representation of ;
local serials may be expected, as a way of providing good service to
local users. (LI 004244 through 004252 and LI 004254 through 004267

are related.) (Author/sJ)
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Lol Drexel was a private techniecal university with schools of engineering,\business

» administration, library seicnée, home economies and evening studies, the latter
concentrating ‘on engineering. It had eleven Lthousand students and one thousand

{aculty and

stall members. Doctoral progsrams had bLren stapted recently in geven
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cpartments, but the Institution was primirily undergraduate. ‘The
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Drexél Library had!ﬁF+s full-time stafl members and an annual budret of ifﬁDjQGQ_

The Iranian Documentation Centre was a natlonal scientific and technical iniorma-
ti@nlcent?e supported by - the Minlstry of Seience and Higher Education. Tts =e-
venty full-time stafl members provided library plus documentation and publlea-
tion services with an annual budget of 3400, 000. Developing a large national
research library in science and soctal science was one of its importa:t tasks,
‘hei%gt erial collections were very different in size, Th its seventy flVE years
Drexel had accumulated over QDDDDD volumes, while in its twc years IPEﬂDQC had
collected less than 20000 volumes. Drexel received jQOS aurrent serial titles,
and Irandoc received -abowb 4000 serial titles, in both cases, by gift”ar ex-
change, but mostly by purchase. Drexel's annual serial budget was ¢1%DDDG anﬁ
Irandoe's serial budget was $130,000. e

253

One of Irandoc's first serial selection steps was to work out its materlal col-
lection emphases. In a formal statement, approved by its executive committee,

Irandoe's material needs were established for all subject fields in terms of the

Library of Congress subject GlS%Slf,*“[lDﬂ ‘Four levels of collection size or
need were shaﬁﬁ: 1) Graduate research collectlan 2) Undergraduate major level

collection, 3) Intrcﬁuctary collection for univeﬂ@zﬁy freshmen, %) No material.’
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These eaterorles applind bo bolth serlials and monogravhs.  The Mmllowin: {s a

1ist of thn Cinlda Tor wiileh one or tvwo level collertions were folh Lo e pnocdnd:

Al Lneyelopndias (1) J =4 Palitinal Selrnee exnapt

At =101 Minor eneyelopedias (1) ; AL (2) :
500-571 Informaiion Dureaus (2) K Law (1)

AT Indexes (1) L-Li Fdueaticn except LA (1)

AP Pordadicals (P) A Arenitecture (7)

AD Aeadomien, Direetories (1) 1D 1700-750% an Tecoration ()

o7 Piosraphy (7) 8800-9950Taxt 11 es Hdoodwork (1)

5w Seocraphy (2) C 0 Seien
10071 -707% Atla= v‘iQIT“‘“%\ OA-GR Mathematles, Physles, Che-
\‘ﬁi “?ﬂu_(wltﬁ‘rini =3 mistry, firolormy, Dotany,

o T T Deeanglaer ﬁphv (1) : 700lopy, Thyslolomy (1)

o Anthroporcosraphy (?) R=RT Medicine and Related Flelds(l

Gl 51-686  Anthropolopgy (2) 5-SK Agriculture (1)

Gy Sports (2) - T-TX Technolory (1)

H Social Science (2) u Military Selence (2)

HA, HB, HE-HJ Leonomics (1) and (2) \Y% Naval Science (2)

HM-HX Sociology except HN 30-79, Z 149-100 Typing and Shorthand (2)

HT 851-1445, HV 4701-5720 116-980 Took Industry, Library
(1) and (2) Selence (2) and (1)
7 1661 llb& Bibliography (1)
) : Foos
Drexel had no such formal policy statement, and interpreted its collection inte-

rests and intensities Lroadly from the currieular and research emphasizes of its
parent Iinstitution. F@f maﬁy years, these interests had been simple and 1little
changed, so they were na%idifficult to learn and remember. BFach iﬁstuti@ng' ser-
ial budget was too small to permit gtragg collection development cutglde its pri=

mary ani secondary interest rlelds.

Serial selection was organized differently in the two organizations, Irandoc Pou-
f.ed large numbers of bibliographic and review titles to its reference staff mem-
bers for use in book and serial selection. Drexel did this, also, but in a some-
what different manner. Serilals were sent from the gériai record section ta the
reading rooms by way of the Drexel sublect reference librarians' offices. If they
wished to read and do selection before sending them to the shelves, tney could.
Usually, the serials were used for thils purpose,’ at. least certain titles among

them.

Trandoc had a formally organized serial evaluation committee, also, consisting

of the chief reference librarian, who was chailrman, the technical advisor, and
the subject bibliographers. Each committee meeting was held with one of four
subcommittees organized by subject: the physical sciences in2luding engineering,
the blological sciences ineluding medicine and agrggultureg the soclal sciences
including business and law, and finally, the flelds™@f education, library scicnoe

. and general subjeots., Each subcommittee consisted athwc professional subject
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Liblio rapuers with baechzlors, masters, or doetors degrees in the appropriate
subjeet flelds. In addition, two asslistant reference librarians end another

sutprofessional were oceasional committee members.,

Garnle eoples of .;zc; fle titles were selected for the cormittee's considera-
tion from the serial stacks or else from gift and exechange items recently arrived.
The committee met weekly in the chairman's office to évaluateha stack of titles
1n one of the four subject arcas. [Kach title was 1Inspected by thosel present who
voted democratically on them. Thiey voted to keep aﬂé bhind the titleé thought to

be essential (KB-1); imp@rtant titles, iﬁdexed in a serjal indexiny service and

f.?@purtirzﬁ rezearcn re ﬁultv but not ecﬂqidEfed essential, were rateﬂ %Dm?wﬂat lo-

iwnr (nb,f); less important material was Kept without binding for one or two years

and then d;gearded‘i (K-2 or K-1); and unimportant material was canceélled (cd).

The KB-2 ecategory was established with the expectation of future budgct cuts-
whiich might require cancelling all subscriptions except thosze in the KB-1 cate-
gory composed of indexing and abstracting services and source titles indexed wide-
1

1

ly. Dost "keep one year" or "keep two years' material was of marginal research

value but was free and contained short research papers or useful news. Material

cancelled was out of scope, ephemeral, in a language not widely understood in:

gy 7 ) S ] B
lran, indexed, expensive, or duplicated elsewhere in Tehran. A copy of Ulrich,

I

3
;;ﬁerggtiara; ?erlodlcal Directory, was kept hardy for committee consultation.
Unfortunately, correlating serial subscription decisions with the serial budget

was almost Impossible.

Drexel serial selecetion organization was mueh more informal and relaxed. Irandoc
made a deliberate attempt to seek out and evaluate every title currently on hand
as well  as a large number of titles not readily available, but no such attempt

was made at Drexel. FProbably, chis contrast Pilatés to the two countries' charac-
ter and personality differences and to the differences between two year old and
seventy year old érganizaticn:i Drexel had a g@odiserial collection already and
dld not feel the need to select large numbers of new titles. There was no sepa-
rate serial or book evaluation committee. Nor was a formal recorded decision aval-
lable on any serial title, thougn an annual check of serial renewal lists provided
the occasion for adding or dropping a few titles. Selection was.in the, nands of
the FQQ;fassisﬁaﬂt reference librarians, one of each caverin;ﬂtﬁe numani igs anda
home Ecéﬁumicsr business aaminiqtration and the social seiences, Eﬁuinecrinq and
seience, and flﬁally, library qgience, Whenever onée of these librarians saw a
desirable title 1isted hé,sant ‘to .the anief reference librarian-a note reques-

- . m ! -
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Lincs dis purchascs Selectlen misnt be made after chieeking sardal index 1ists,
roaclne advertisenents recelved In the mall, or chicekdng tre eitatlon in a now

monowraph. Cartaln titles requived conversation with Faculty members, and some-
Lhmes they suegested titles, also. T approval was obtainad, tiiis information™
was forwarded to tne serial record section, If the budget permitted, the title

was added to the subseription 1list for the cémlng year. e

Trandoc's rive most important broad subject areas were medicine, engincering,
aerdeulture, eduecation and bibliography. Within these fields, civil cngineering,
and particularly, road bullding were much more important than aeronautical or
chemleal engineering, Just &: Jastroentrology was more important than psychiatry,
for instance. Decause of Irandoe's locatlon in the Ministry of Science and Hig--
her FEduecation, higher was more impertant than elementary or secondary education.
SacialagrQ statistlics and economics were of some interest, but generally, as iﬁ
other developing Asian nations, the social selences were of much less concern
then sclenee and téchnblogy and invol¥ed far fewer students, faculty members, go-
vernm:nt and business people. Since Irandoc was part of an institute of research,
alsp, many titles wete selected in research management, legislation and techniques.
Generally speaking,laﬂy serial with the words, international, developing or coin-
parative in its title was more interesting than. one with merely national scope.

With international titles, Iran had a chance of learning sometiiing directly help-
ful From the, cont tents, whereas most of the articles in national titles seemed to
be anly femately réiated to Iran. Since the University of Tehran Department of
Library Secience had little or no budget for material, and since staff andxprcféss
sion-wilde education was a ma Jor responsibility, Irandoc needed to burchase strong-=
ly in bibliography, library and information sclenceg for the benefit of Iran's

new library profession.

Several other subject emphases or limitations related closely to the na‘ional per=

sonality characteristics of Iranians Subjects in which they had a speeial inte-

rest included (a) carpets, though serials on machine-made or synthetie carpets
were vetoed, (b) roses, in fact a strong interest existed in gardens and horti-
culture in general, (e) adult literacy material, important in a half literate

nation, (d) planned parenthood, vital for a high birth rate oriental country,

(e) petroleum, because of Tran's heavy economic dependence on it, (r) Vest Asia
in general, of considerable concern if not interest, (g) irrigation, dams, and
water power, vital topics to an arid egricultural nation, (h) rice, tea, dates,

pistachios, and sugar, if only because they were Iranian diet staﬂgs, (1) desert

-
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clog trade Luomss but only those whlch were tradltionally Tranlan., lone of th

sub jects wan of any sipniflicant concern to Nrexel, however:

dany subjects wert of 1ittlie $ﬂfﬁlﬁat to Tran, sametimes of surprisinciy 1iitle
intepests Ong of theae subleots was oceanosraphy. For a nallon wibi =can at
both ends, Tpan 133 curprisin-ly 1ittle concern for marine subjecls. aterial
wan selreted qn Uil field anytiow, 4vainst the awakening of interest in the fu-

tuve,  Fuaeh Lhe 58 pleture held for mining, alse, ﬁnhjqct for the fubure.  The
%

Mire aSpeats of MMeh subjeects as pihysles, chemlstry, methematies, economlies, po-

1 itteal sclence, 8hd astroNomy were Much less interesbliy and usefMul than their

s

applied aspeots. HEtEDTDl@EY wag more useful than astronomy, engineering than
mathematles, seisMology than physies, industrial testing than design theory,
pesticlides than bOtany, commerce than economics, law than political sclence. Iran
was very pragmatlc. Pyblic administration, one of Jran's great problem areas,

was of little interest, Home economles and nutrition were little known filcés in

family-centered Iran. Likewlse, physical cducation was poorly developed, modern
PYRL TE
=

business administration not much better, iﬁtETCgtiﬂﬁlv Eneuah;aDre cel agreed with
-

most of these negdtive views, but disagreed atf@ﬂ?ly Dn two of "the last three of

- 0f them:

13

In general, the subject emphasis conformation was surprisingly similar at Drexel,

numanities being Of little Interest, social science of move interest, wnile sci-
ence, and particularly applied science, were of paramount interest. Drexel was
basically an engineering school, more thaé half of its students being in such day
or eveining eufficula; and 1its engineering material hﬂldings were extensive. Tt
had no medical, agricultural, educatilon, or law curricula, nor any majors in the
humanities, history, physical educatlon, theology or architectures. On the other
hand, business administration was of Strong interest -- personnel, accounting,
finance, management, investmént, office machines -- since a professional school
existed in that field. The basic sciences of chemistry and physics were of strong
Interest, too, becduse research-oriented departments had developed there. Biology
and mathematicg were of madéat Dre#el interest as were such social sclence fields
as sociology, political science and economiss where small electives departments

existed.

Considerable materlal was selected for the other professional schools, also, those

1 in 1ibrary sclence and home economics. Drexel's collections therein were expected
(& N o o o T
rorecrosieio enc) S
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ne ollior stron: Milladelphla scrools culsted in these sub el Tields, liigrary
Selenee sLudents uned Lie llbrary heavlly and reauleed sone duplicatlon of ma-

trvlal, oven serdlals,  Most of the titles covered in Libravy Titeratur? wepe

on Lhe subneriptlon list. For home economies, the elothing, densipn, mitrition,
coolk book, loodsn, conrumer, anl personal [lnancn collractlions were exhoniive.
sven a Pew expensive art poerledieals were purchased for home economics nnn, thouph

ne art major existed.

Amony; more speciallzed and peripheral fields, Drexel purchased some local pnila-
“delphlia titles in order te keep current with aetlvites in 1ts immediate area,
the same reason being valid for Irandoc's loecal titles. However, niladelphiay
had a greater interest and pride in their home area than did most educated Teh-
ranis, even though the latter were quite nationalistic. Irandoc subseribed to ala
most no recreatlional serials, the sober and formal apgfgagh.ta be expected of
Iranlans. Phiiadelphiatﬁi living in & more relaxed and 1eisufe?gfientéd nation,
felt an obligation to provide recreational material for students and faculty mem=
bers. Therefore, it selected a number of popular American and British humor,

sports, fashion, pleture, and literary titles, most of them in the humanities.

Trandoc scleceted a very few numanities and historilecal titles hocause they containeg

some ‘seience "ot social seience inLEﬁe £, alca, but Dﬁ;x 1 in clujﬁd some ;istafié

i *EF

cal matorial fTor,its: stuavﬁ,u’gakinn ni?tory elecLiVﬁs and for others ,iSL ing to

"‘h.-

r

read general interest .material. America's high 11teraéy rate and strong inte-
rest In communication brought forth a flood of serials of all kinds and deserip-

tions to chese from, in contrast to Iran's thin collection.

T o , , , s
rexel's individual characteristics emphasized (a) &.collection aimed &t men, Since

W' it

ma jority of the students and faculty members were male, (b) generally, a prac-

tical collection,: since all of Drexel's schools emphasized appllied rather than

b

heoretiecal fielasg (e) a serial collection of medium size, since Drexel's bud- 5
et and research-cmphases were still modest, and (d) a colleetion of maJjor and
minor gaps as it fgilcwed the Drexel curriculum, with humanities being so poorly
represented, social sclences skewed strongly toward business administration, and

~engineering gve?whélmiﬁg;{he other scilences and technologies. Irandoc reflected
a similar picture as that)given in (a) above because of the male-dominated Tran-
lan soclety, certainly agreed with Drexel on (b) praetieali?, reluctantly on (c)
for the same reasons, and on (d) as well, tﬁéugh not quitéizﬂ the same way, agri-
culture, medicine, andféducatién, for Instance, being améngrifandae‘s most impor-

o tant - fields.
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A iibravian was always _Inelined to thilnk of loecal serials and of Gione alaed at
wrerns el Jlke Lhe local proup as bnlngs cssentlal te wis holdinn.,  Trardoee and
Trrexel arreed with thils generalization. In each country, interest wasz directad

first toward the serials of the library's own country. It was assuned Lhat most
of Mrexel's serlal titles would be American, although the auther Egﬂﬂﬁf romember
dloenssing the problem &t any bime, American serials were most oas i]r acccssible,
arsumed to be of exeellent quality, and best ?epféséﬁpﬁd in the sertal indexes af
hand. A large muber of useful and good quality American titles. was ascumed to
any f‘ leld, In fact, usually more than Drexel could afford. Only the

most importa ‘;. Corelpn titles were thought to be:worth pu‘rchauinr and little mo-

Moot of Irandoe's staff believed Aslan titles to be universally poor, African,

cexist in

iy

ncy could be spared for them enyhow.

Ocecanie and South American titles almost non-existant, European titles excellent,

American titles gocd and Canadian titles medioere. Veverthﬁleﬂu, Irandoc was

Its hcldings included representatives of all continents and of Qauntrieg from

the capitalist, soclalist, and developing worlds. Irandoc's first inteﬁe t was
in selecting Iranian serial titles or at least those aimed at an Iranian audlence,
however. Its:icollectilon of Iranian Fciénce and social sclence serilal titles was
quite comprehensive, in faet, ag%hgcrity of all such Iranlan titles pugli sned
ware on iﬁs shelves, 350 altagethéri The faet that 1t was part af Irangac 5 mis-
slon to index and abstract the better Iranian serial material, the lgw or else
free price attnac‘d to most titles, and the responsibility of a central national
government agéneyrﬁ@ collect, preserve and service local material camépehengives
ly, since no other agency was doing this, were all reasons fQT I»andoc's compre-
hensive coverage of it. Of course, Irandoc's coverage of local Tenran titles was
even more comprehensive than was its coverage of Iranian titles as a whole. This
intra-national selectivity was caused by Jthe lower quallty of many provineial ti-
ties as well as by the difficulty of identifying and abtaining them.

_ Lo : |
It was doubtful- that, Drexel had titles from more than a dchnicauntries! mostly

capitalistc c@untriez plus the Soviet Union, mor that other countries pr@vidgd
more then 5% of its total subscription list. The corresponding fipures rfor Iran-
doc were 55-60 countries and 903, _Drexel S coverage of American titles was poor
in terms of percentage, pérhaps'iﬁgpéiﬁg represented, ant presumably only the
best of the appropriate titles béiﬁé included. On the other hand, Irandoe subs-
cribed to almost 1007 of the appropriate Iranian titles. ‘



s was an deportant, soleetion erdlicesion In bobh eoun'nlon, A% SreEel, the

folan lancunges, for dastancny wors almost completely uniinosm, ~o ns Litles

i
P,

veesived dn them, Afriesn langcoaa con wers plven no concLievation, rilier, 3

s

meislan was alnost as mysterlous, and maborlal in thal, langunee was bhos ol Lo

]

e vmeable Ly aliost ne ene on the campus, execpt In ecover-Lo-—over translation

Frenehoand Jepsan, on Lhe other hand, wone assumed to be dnbeilislble fo many
naers and were seldom regarded ag deterents to selwetlon. foveral sipnifleant.
titles were received in these languages and given some use., Dastborn Farepran
lansuapgens were seldom considered, thousht to be rather remote and unintellipgible,
and to vepresent third rate literature. The Seandinavian countrics &nﬂ*ﬁﬁc Ne-
‘Ltherlands were thought to publish primarily in Irench, Geman or English, so re-
presentatlon in thelr own languages was considered unnecessary. Spanish was con-
sidered suspect for the quality of its selentifie literature, but the language
itself was not regarded as & selection deterent. Even so, little interést exls=-
ted in Latin America or in Spain, so few titles were recelved. Ttalilan and Por-
tuguese were less useful and were thought to include few first class selentific
titles. Such West Asian languages as Hebrew, Turkish, Gréek! and Ordu were not
even considered. Arabic and Persian were unintelligible to staff members and users,

thelr serial titles unknown, unrepresented and unmissed.

At the Iranian Documentation Centre, langusge whS anceven greater limiting factor.
Persian serial material was of top priority, although its quality was said by Tran-
doc bibliographers to be third rate. This low @piﬁion of its usefulness was al-
most universal and led many Iranian sclentists to publish abroad and read foreign
serials only. Afghan Persian language titles, on the, other hand, were Egth hard
to locate-and even harder to defend to Iranians qualitatively. Surprisingly, Ara-
bie language serials were considered to be useless, since only a very small mi-
nority of cducated Iranians could read them. The writing script closely resembled
that of the Porsian languare, and some words were recognizable, but most of them
were not. Of course, Armenian, Ordu, Kurdish and Turklsh were spoken by small
Iranian minorities, also, but except for Turklsh, their scientific litermture

was almost non-existant, and the demand for material in these languages was nil.
No other East or Heét Asian languages were read or spoken widely in Iran, so none

were represented more than minimally in serial seleection. African languages 'ditto.

As Tor Luropean languages, several staff members and users read French, 50 many

serial titles were selected in that language, in which scholarly titles were nu-

merous. In addition to research serials, the CNRS abstract bulletin series was
O
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well vepresented dn the Index and abstract voom,  Ho other arapoan lan, unsss

viore uncerstood by even a Lenth of the uners or reflorenee ntarf manhie i, powevan,

Opanish, Portupuesne, Eutch; fusslan, the Heandinavian lancuages, anl bhe Hast u-
ropoan lansuases, all belns dn this catBezory. Only Gersan and Italian wore re-
vrasentaed by more than a few titles, parhaps 10-20 for each one of them. Gorman
was tausht rejsularly in certaln secondary schools, was popular wilh some Sechnical
stuients and was Tran's Courth or {ifth ranking language. Ttalian was the foreiprn

languagn of many Iranlan architects and was represented In that Tield,

Of course, these nepative statemconts about their langpuapes do not nean that Asia,
Furope, Africa and the Americas were unrepresented in Irandoc's serial collection.
Surprisingly, numbers of English language serlals were publisched on these eonti-
nents, and some Qf them were considered useiul enough to be included in serial in-
dexas,  The lafgeat numbor ol titles approved for Irandoc subs crlptien, porhaps
three fourths of the total, were in Fnglish, and roughly half of them were neither

American nor Dritish, but came from any of firty ﬂiffereﬂtﬁcguntries,

?ﬁgQSEEJIEVQl was a matter of concern in both.places, though in somewiat different
“L:ﬁéy?; The Tehran situation was more complicated than the Phlldelphia situation,
as should be expected. In Philadelphia, the reading level of most material was
high, aimed at researchers. The faculty and student body were assumed to be cap-
able of understanding it. Of éaurse, mast recreational material was pltened at a -
popular level, and certain useful titles were available at an intermediate level,

but the latter two title groups were in the minority.

At Irandoc, the percent of serinus and scholarly material was even nigher. In ad-
dition, threce other reading level problems existed. TFirst, Irandoc's user group,
the group vinose reading level was in question, was harder than Drexel's to identi-
fy and understand. Drexel had a user group of affiliated, easily definable, and
surveyable facnlty members and students. While the majority may rnot have been
even moderate users, at least they were formally affiliated and looked to Drexel
whenever they nceded library service. 1In contrast, Irandoc had no user group of -
any kind in élose affiliation. In fact, its user group was almost entirely poten-
tial rather than actual. Though the Centre had institute and ministry staffs to
serve, they were located ih other bui;dlngs and seemed to have little interest in

Secondly, Iranian students and faeulty members had a language reading level prob-
lem. Tew of them could read any forelgn language well, yet most of the useful
Qo technlcal material was available only in a foreign language. Iranlans who had the

ERIC “ - * | : o

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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paticnes and ability to read lones, absbtruce Fruslish or irench lansuar~ teshnical
avbicles could be expechbed to read them at about one third to one hal® thn spead

o a natilve Iinrzlish or FFreneh reader.

Thirdly, almost no Iranlans had the strength of interest or the capabillity of under-

standing: the more advanced research material in anv Meld, since few poople were
E E. .I

doling advanead praduate re ”Pﬂ??h Wﬁnﬁﬁ ,there wan no point In buylng it. 5 a
, V. .
matter of fael, very liLtle ﬁ"mar'f'u ‘was be 1ng carrled on at any level Therefore,
Y

Trandon was required to balanece the present situatlon agalnst the need to staft
acquiring Journals of scholarly respectability to support the research anticipa-
ted in a décade or twc! A compromise was necessary Lo exclude those jOUTﬂai% which
would be too advanced even (or the next generation, bul, to inelude th@ 2 Journals
pitched at more nearly an intermediate level, moderately scholarly, and on more
rencral rather thanjvé%y sped alized topics. Not only was this compromise diffi-
cult to understand a%d apply to scholarly Journals, but convincing Iranéac bache-
lors and masters degree level bibliographers that-their professors were capable

of using only elementary western research material was almost impossible, also.

As a matter of fact, thousands of undergraduate Iranian students could hardly un-
rstand elementary professional papers in their major subject fields. Triey were

seldom required to do very much;readiﬂgj‘hQWEver of course, ta sona éxtéﬂt it

was true at Drexel, also, that many students had difficulty uﬂaergtanding the;r

(4]
assignments, but it seemed not to have been considered there.

hscertaining the rightn@ 5S of Eit" betweun Lach title and users' needs in subJject
mat{éfland readiﬂg ievel maq diffl@ﬂlu in both countrles and matches with define-
able groups not always casy to locate. Generally, in both countries, academic

and spceial libraries preferred scholarly to popular level material, -so determi-
ning the content's scholarliness and even the quality of its scholarliness were

[l o)

paTt of tgg lection task. In this way, the Mational leorrraphie suffered in com-

parison with the American Journzl of feopraphy, for instance. Public libraries

mignt sclect the Natlonal Geographle, partly for its popularity as well as its

casy reading level, but these factors rarely affected selection positively in
either of the two organizations discussed here. Such American tiiles as Time,

iewnweek and Lifc were early Irandoc selections, but they were indexed in its -

serial indexing services, also. They could be abtained;easily by airmail through

a local news apent, though in turn, this was due to the popularity of their news-
stdnd sale.
[ERJ}:‘ Data on user needs and interests. was not collected thoroughly in either place, nor
Prase was 1t easy to predict their future shifts. At Irandoc, to some extent this was

~
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Sownter ol brvine Lo pradict wihal the usors would grow up to uniorshanl, o

,
short run chane: mechl have hoen cspectad hers Uhan In Ml ladelphin, as She dee-
veloplneg country ﬁtTDYE to eateh up with 1bts wesleorn henclacbtor. iow-var, upan
mare roflectlon, prohably-thé oppnsite was more likely %e bLe Lrue., TPriran was mo-
vie forvard in seientific knewledie, researen and development, but ifladelphia
wan mevlng forward much faster and moving cven further away Crom Tehran. Trobahly

C1owonlad be many years before thelr inerecasing technleal sophintiecation came into

phase, and many years after that before Tehran startod Lo oversake Philadelphtla

Tramloe gave strong emphasis to Index and abstract cerviees and to zerial Jibli@&?ﬂ—
phies, eventually several hundred of them being on the subseription list. Tts col-
leetlon of current index and sbgstraet titles and bibliopgraphies must have become
onc of the most extensive in West Asia. Irandoc needed wide coverage, since 1its
subject scope was so broad, and abstract aﬁd index services were not only the most
basic and useful types of material in these fields, but, at least for eértain pur-
poses, each of thesge Tlelds was’feasanably well reperesented by this type of ma-
terial. Turther, i1f Irandoc's serial budget was E@ be restricted, as it probably
would be sonner or later due to mercurlal Iranian government policies, these were
the titles to which subscription must be retained, after all else had been can-
celled. The reference librarians could carry on literature searches and SDT pro-
Jeets from this matefial only. International library loan photocoples of entire
papers could be obtained easily by alrmail from CNRS In Parls, the American NLM,
NAL, and the British NLL. The Tehran Book Processing Centre national bibliography

collection supplemented this abstract and index collection for book material.

Drexel aid not partlcularly emphasizé bibliographic, index or abstract titles,
AR - . 7 ,
though certainly seVeral dozen 4f the chief titles in the fields of primary inte-

e

rest were to be found on its subzeription list. BRasic and heavily used indexes

. were houged on 5pecia1 inae; tables in the reférence and pu l ata1ag area
-‘,‘=“ F li, = ;:j = g ;-. 3 'ii’._!\_‘
: s wheré they could be 1ocatFa easlly!ﬂ However tnere was some suspicicn on the
staff that certain of the new index and abstract Journals eaeh-yéar overlapped

considerably with existing indexes. Several of them weire thought to cost too

e

much and others in eertaln speclalized sclence fields were expected to receive -

i ] . ) . v, i} .
so little use f{rom students and faculty members aéﬁsg be hardly worth acquiring.

Coverage of a serial's contents in the library's serial index or abstract Jour-

nals vwas very -important and determined purchase status for many titles. Index

Liw e s .. . » .
service %ng%easéﬁ the use to be expécted for a title. Further, such a listing —
. separated out one title from others in indicating an editorial board's good opin-
v o - F

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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on of Thoounsadnens, apalytieal Thedilaloy wan murely uss'ul Lo e o lets

Liinowar Rl nows bullebln of Lhie Tlow York Chemlst Glub. Sloaes it apn sean-

chos were carrlod oulb pvimarliy in serlal indexen, the non-indexed title had 11i4-
t1~ ehaner of beln; 1ist-d, even Tor a bibliography tn 1ts own sulijeet firid, Ti-
L1ei nol. co covered were to some exbtent lost. Abstrastnd material, and, Lo some
extent nven indexed material, could be "read" quickly Just by rcading the llstings
and abstractis.

whera the Jjournal shood on citation count lists was signiflcant, also, in showling +
tho Impact or cltability of itz papers. Toth index status and eitatioen count A
ranking were useful items of Information in the two countries, thoush Lhey were

plven more attention in Iran than in the USA. TFach library needed bibliographic

material because 1t was of such basic importance in selee%ian, acquisition, and

~reference work. In fact, this?ﬁgs probably the meost basiec serial material of all.

Accuracy and dependability of the serial's contents were important in each count-

Ty, but ﬁii? difficult ta evaluate in each country, alsoe. Both Drexel and Iran-
R,,

doe ha"mgre é%

- L

iess we;l trained subject speclalist reference and biblicgraphic .
stalf members to carry out the evaluations. Drexel's subject speclalists averaged}xﬁ
a bachelors degree in their subject fields, and a masters degree in library

seience, while Irandoc's subject specialists averaged a masters degree in their
subject fields and no course work in library science. The national contrasts

could be seen most clearly when we attempted to chose American serials for use

‘in Iran and Iranian serials for use in America. FEach library had an advantage

over the other in evaluating the accuracy and dependabllity of titles in its

[ . ) . : . o .
own country. Obviously, this lelt Ivandoc the worse off of the two organizations,
hgwev?fm because it needed hundreds of Ameriean titles, while Drexel needed very

few Iranian titles.

The representation of a variety of viewpoints, conservative and liberal, histo-
rical and maderﬁ, for and against, international and local, papluar aﬁd scholariy
was often an impgrtant factor for consideration at Drexel, 3e1dam 1n\} andgc.
American democratic principles emphasized book selectlon freedom and the importance
of full representation for both sides of any argument. 1In Iran, a variety of
viewpoints existed on many social and political subjects, but they were not much

«dlsoussed, conformity to offlcial views being expected. Tor instance, varying
Lattitudes existed toward communist countries, and the ideas of serial selection

falrness toward them and curiosity about them were present but were rather dimly
percelved. Forelgn political problems did not concern Iranians very much.
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el

Cenngrnidp was never invoked, in ﬁlhgﬁr irrary, but ﬁtréngly pro-commulinst, ma-
Lerlal was offlednlly frovned upon Ejjfhn national pgovernment In ~ach naujtryi
Henerally, Drexel was Frﬁﬁr than. Iranﬂac to select material but sellom falt that

1. necdad such Treedom. Its parent ins 1itutian and student holdy were 1relative-

1y conservatlve, and faculty members seldom assicied controversial material. Tran-
doc, on the other hand, had a security police offlcer on the staff to check activi-
tirs, but censorship of all kinds was more potential than actual. We had no
trouble retaining a few pro-Chlinese communist title subzeriptions. lHowaever, na-
tionalistic Kurdish material was plled on the discard shelves rather than being
made avallable to the public. Censorship of sexually sophisticabted material was

not a problem in either city, though little of it was received.

Publishers' reputation was a frequent concern in the USA.  Some titles were refused
wvhere thils reputation was DGDP and other titles purch&*ﬂd automatically wiere it
was excellent, Since most of its titles wers American, Drexel stood a TD@J chance
of being able to evaluate publishers. The reputations of forelgn serial publi-
shers were much harder to evaluate, thourh of less c@nséQQEnee,lalsa, because so
"ew forelgn titles were obtalned. JSerial publishersfreputatigns vere much bhetter
in the USA than in Tran. High levels of serial content acduracy and ﬁepeﬂdabilis
ty were factors in any title's “favor, and were common in the USA, Just as censa-
tionalism and proof reading errors were common in Ivan. Many Iranian titles com-
pounded thelr own poor reputations by appearing at irregular and undependable in-

tervals,

The publisher's reputatlen %eemed 1eu5 diseriminatory for Iran than for the USA,
- however, hoeause of Iranﬂnc 5 GQmDrChEﬂﬂiVE selection of Iranian serial titles.
llere, publlshers' reputation was more meartant for foreign titles, In many count -
ries, it was difficult for Trandoe to puess repute, since few of its staff mem=
bers knew the P@lish publi hing world, for instance, or the UAR scholarly Journal
situatioen. Uaually, guess work was necessary. Qf‘eaurge, at Irandoc and Drexel,
mosit university, research center and national documentation center anil-nationnl:
documentatilon. centre publications were aséumeﬂ to bLe reliablg and prohably sig-
nificant. Government agency publications were aséuméd to be reliable. Tor the
USA, the UX, and to some extent for 'rance, some publisher's répute information
was available on the Irandoc staff, so selootlon took this knowledpe inte consi-

deration.

Dellberately, Irandoc stopped retrﬁéﬁeative serial purchasing with 1960, except
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for important index and abstract titles. Drexel had no poliey &ralnst retroapeoc-

Live purehaning It did littig'af 1t berause mést of the older volumes nasded

were alroeady on itsxghelvesi In this instance, institutional practing was quite.
similar between ccuntfies; but for different reasons. Further, Drexel tended

to think in terms of complete vetrogpnetive [iles for every serial title, per-
raps reflecting the influence of Amorican acereditation standards.  JIranioec staffl
monbers know they were unlikely to have tho budget to acquire thousands of older
backfile volumes, so restrieted the vast ma Jofity of their purchases to subserip-
tions beginning with the current year, usually 1969 or 1970. Irandoc emphasized
breadth and ‘eurrency of coverage with little depth, whereas Drexel emphasized depih .
In certain firlds of strong empnasis. Trandoc assumed it would be able to supple-
ment 1ts holdings by obtaining back issues rot on hand from other Tranian or fo-
reign sources in its intEf=library loan system particlipation. To some extent,

Drexel assumed the same thing, of course.

As its budget was reduced, price was inereasingly important in Irandoe's conside-
rations and was not overlooked at Drexel, elther. Price was always a lactor to

measure usefulness against, both for an expensive title like Chemical Abstracts

and for a free title like Borden Reviews. Each organization refused opporsuni-

ties to subscfibe for this reason. Those titles publlished by Springer Verlag, for
instance, were noted in both cities always to be expensive and often concentra-

ted on specialized research topies, though they were always of good quality, also.
Generally, American and German titles were most expensive, and Indian, Pakistani,

. and Tranian cheapest.

A much higher percent of Irandoc's than of Drexel's titles were received free of
charge, perhaps 407 vs. 10Y. Roth local and foreign titles came in t-is manner.
However, in this eenn§g;ian; it must be pointed out that tiiere was a significant
difference in tgé qﬁality of the two serial collections, also. Mot only did Drex-
el have many more expensive basic source titles of high quallty than did Irandoe,
bul it had a mueh richer back file collection, also. Drexel and Irandoe overlap
in speelfie serial title subseriptions was hard to estimate but may..have reached
on2 third. Helther library lLad exchange serials of high quality to offer other
libhraries, though Trandoe éxplaitgﬂ its longer exchange list mueh more heavily

, tran Droxel dld,

Most titles were obtained on paper In both places, though cach organirzation had

some mlicrofilyasubseriptions for current volumes. Drexel had the larger number
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of tuzem and had some serial baekiilm, also. Ouly Droxel had micioessd asd
N
microticie sepial subseviptions, howsvaor,

i
1

07 coursa, periodleals were Liue most numerous of nerial typen In both innuitu-

tjaps and vere ti:e most valualile, alsci Continuations were represenied in both

, . o\ L Cia P Ton
places, however, and made.up perhaps:a sixtii.of Drexel's and a fourtit of Tran-

i . 1

doe's merial titles. There seemed to bo llLth differenas bebween the contlpnua-
lA \ ‘ ) :
Plons of thin Lwo ergantiantlons, UtﬁﬁphmfﬂP [yanuac 5 larpep ﬂﬁ11nﬁ'1ﬁﬂ 01 then g

L
Jrom a preater varlety of countries, but Frﬁm fewar subJeet (lelds, also. The

rencrallzatlons already given for gérial% in general applied to them equally

Drexel recelved newspapers from three or four European capitals as well as Phila-
delphia, New York and two or three othor American cities. Irandoe recefved Ka-
bul, Karachi, London, Paris, Rome, Berlin and New Yéfk:ﬂéwspapEFE; in a@ditian
to a dozen or so papers in three languages from Tehran. Each library nad a satis-
factory forelgn representation in this eateggry of material, but Irandoc had a

much stronger local representation than Drexel dld.

In their government publicatlons collections, the two centers vere quite diffe-

rent, ‘DPE§EI was a partial depository for US, goveryment documents ard took a

small minority of them. Aside from several British HNMSO and UN publicaticns,m

few other government publications were obtained, Irandoe, on the other hand,

made a strong effort to acquire all Tranian government documents and started

to prepare a comprehensive index to them. TIn fact, its collection was expec-

ted to be Iran's*gpqt comprehensive, and 1ts index t01$1e iny one in existance.

Irandoc purchased a*;ézured free of ¢harge several hundred HMSO, GP0O, Austral-

ian, South African and UN government publication-series fitting into its subJeot

f}elds,

xﬂéw that;the description and juxtaposition of Drexel Unlversity Library and Iran-

ian Documentation Centre serial selection policies have been completed, their

analysiéaaﬁd comparison may begln. We must select from the data glven above on. -

the two'obganizations those similaritics which seem significant. Contrasts are

useless here and insignificant or derivative similarities little better. Also,

the 1mpartant similarities should be explainable 1n terms of the social anﬂ cul-
;_,,f.uxw

theorles Qf the two arganizatians. Similsrities not explainable in such general

terms will ba of little value to scholars wishing to search for tlhiem In other

L™
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mlowt ans or e rreaeraline feem Uean Cladings, Nany similael ien woes 0 #h
olierwise be neteworihy cAan he explained in terms of the Anrlo-Americas influ-
ence on tre librarv policies of ho-n institutions, and will prehably te fen-d in

wtinern gonatrion yhers. ihig inflienna ia ag zaoronr, - Also, we miust syl hrant fhe

ator's Influenee Crom bolh ommanizations siqee {4 was temporar: and prrao-al.

Onl a «lanen over the da'a presen'ed above 15 nended ‘o reveal that e tus 1ih-
?5?lﬁ5' serial seleeltion policies were more different than allke. OFf coursm, 1l olr
spongoring orranizations were different In many ways, also. Uf-course, 4hls plen-
titude of differences makes comparative analvsis Simple?;.ﬂﬁt lraves few similart-=

ties for serlous conslderation, also.

It is easy t0 pick out a few minor areas in which Drexel-=Trandeoe p@liéies ware si-
milar, but often 1t 1is unclear whether or not these areas were praféssjovallv or
socially significant. An example is tte importance of librarv and information
sclence serial materlal to both ovmanizations. Iach onc was concerned with ser-
ving a library school and with providing a pood collection of material In its
professional staff members' own field. Both felb obligated to develop hhe deve-
l@ﬁ thes best library and iﬁfarmatien science collections in thelr geographic areas.
In neither case was tiere another such strong and active collection nearby. What
serial or professional variables was this factor associated with? Tt seems to

have related to the absence of anv other organization which could be depended 6ﬂ to
provide this literatufe; Further, since their own subject field was inereasing
raplidly in ecmplexity and breadth, each set of staff members felt a practical

need to acquire its literature conscientiously and maintain contact with new pro-
fessional 1deas. In each country, m@s% libraries were specialized by subjeet- field

or else hy scholarly level, and library seience was not one of thelr immediate

‘eoncerns. TFinally, it 1is clear that some modern librarians tended to look after

thelr own interests first when building a serial collection,

Another similafity worth notBing was each organization's consclousness of the im-
portance of depending on other organizations for serial service assistance. They
carrled on some inter-library loan activity and were reasonably content to allow
serial selection to be limited budpetarily in the knowledre that many titles
could be horrowed from other 1ibr5rées. Fach organization was aware of modern
information systems and network thinking and of the inereasing dependence on each

other of nations and people generally as well as libraries individually. Of course,



- 17 -

cun tdeas can be found in everv countr: and organization where coopera“ion and
modern informatlon thinking are well-know:. Probably Drexel and Trandoe wore in-
fluenced generallv by the Anglo-American library concepts dominant in o', count-

ries,

In surveying other minor similarities, we mirkt mention the rather remarkalle es-
timate for the serial subseription list overlap, 3%7%. 1In this resprct, prolably
the deslre for American serials in manv of the same subjeet fields hrouriit the

&

two institutions torether. American serials were of relativelv hish quality, and

American titles, also. Vo doubt the presence of American influence in both orga-

nizations was a cause of further similarities.

Finally, we come to what seems to be tie mcst-siénificant Drexel-Trandoe simila-
rity, that, first and foremost, each library b@ught local serials, Fv local ser-
ials 1s meant primarily material from each librarv's own country, but secondari-
1y, material from each }ibrary's own eifyg Within its subjeet fields, Irandoc's

| coverage of Iranlan, particularly of Tehran titles, was comprel:ensive, while at
the same time Drexel's coverame of American titles was as comprehensive as its
budret would allow. Certainly, Drexel's coverage of Philadelphia titles was quite

pood, also, probably better than that éf any non-Pniladelphia library.

Wirr was such localism a common characteristic between these twe argaﬁizééigns?
Trils similarity must relate to the librarian's concern for serving his loeal
clientele well, and paft of such service required selection of a large number of
local serial titles. Probably such a conecern was common in many countries, In
most, librarles, certain local serials could be expected to rank among the libra-
ry's most popular titles, Often, this popularity was due to uger familiarity
with them and to their inclusion of interesting local personal and instltutional
papers and news. The desire to keep up with events and people in the immediate
vieinity was an important motive. Of course, localism was a part of heritage
preservation and of the natlionalistic approach to librarianship generally. In
each country, famililarity related strongly to languare fluency, also, and per-
“aps even, to some extent, to the higher cost and delayed receipt of most fo-
reign material. The ease of obtaining loecal material as ecohtrasted with the diffi-
culty of obtaining foreign material was another influential factor in.beth count-
ries. Drexel would have had difficultyv defending the idea of bringing in large
numbers of foreign titles in preference to high quality American subscriptions.
It was the opposite in Iran, however, with the Iranian librarian's lack of pride

ERIC "




In contemporar:y Tran sometimes leading nim to imnore the much lower quall“:: loeal

matevrial.  in spile of thils amblvalence toward Tran, Liere was a logtenl reazon
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Wy omany Tranlan Litles eould e found In Irandoc's collection. Trandoe's nxiaug-
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overage of them was not due to a high opinion of their but 1d 1ts assump-
.t
tlon of responsibility for indexing, abstracting and preserving them, in the ab-

sence of other libraries carrving out this function.

VWhat ean be the final conclusion of this comparison? Regrettably, the abscnece

of the data and analyées needed to support an objective study have seve;%v 1i-
mited its effectiveness. Briefly, lowever, two conclusions may be listed. The
influence of nationalism on serial subscription policies in Tfaﬁ and Amerieca

mist be recognized. Probably it is common in libraries over tne world to find
larre numbers of local titles on hand. Also, whenever local pride or nationalism
and strong library service ideas™are combined, then a rich representation of

local serials may be expected, as a way of providing good service to local users.

£~



