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ABSTRACT

This poll was administered to a total of 282
prospective college freshmen at the State University of New York at
Buffalo to elic.t their attitudes toward and opinions of such items
as drug use and addiction, violence as opposed to nonviolence in
civil protests, and the 18 year-old vote. At least 74% of the
students responding to Youthpoll disagreed with: violence in
demonstrations, taking of hard drugs, and characterizing the activist
as a "mental case." At least 78% approved of: writing to public
officials, Circulating petitions, nonviolent change, protesting
nonviolently, tutoring, 18 year-old voting, and campaigning for
public officials. (HS)
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YOUTI'POLL. FESULTS
State University of licw Yorlkh at Puffalo

Cctober 1972

ilic Youthpoll vas adrinistercd teice duriug tic 1572 Surmer
Planning Confer:nces to = total proup of tvo lundrid eiphitv-two
respondents.  The randorly sclected sescion dates viere June 28th
and July 3lst. 7hcerc were somewiiat more rcsident students than
coumuters in the sample, and morc males than ferales. Fesults may
not be gencralized to the entirc 1972 Fresinan Class since the
participants in the SPC wcr. not randorly s:lected.

Tatlc 1 éisp'ays information olout valucs of the grour, i.c.,
approval, pcrsonal participation, and futurc part:cipation of a
varicty of gencral activities.

Table 2 presents the same dato in perconts.

Tables 1 2na 2 siiow the varicty of valuc corbinations. Cuch
combinations range fror those ulio approvc Lut erclude tiwrsclves
from prcsent or future participation, to thosc who approve of an
activity but have not participated in it and arc uncertain as to
future participation.

Table 3 displays data about student opinions on such topics
as studcnt unrest on campus, ecology i.ec., pollution, population
control, and military involvemecnt. The tl.rce basic divisions
within the table are coded as Agree, Disagrec, and Undecided.
Agrce 138 2 combination of the options strongly agree and agree
wvith vhis statemcnt; Disagrce combines strongly disagree and
disagree, and Undecided represcnts the choice of uncertain about
this statement. The symbol # appecaring Lefore statements in the
pPercents column shows that the total pcrcent did not equal 100.

This 1s duc to lack of response or uncodablc responses.
/

Tatlc 4 18 a rank order Lased on irdividusl perccntage cnd
totcl nominction percente of protlems reported Ly the respondents.
Problems offered for considcration ranged from drup addiction to
superficiality and lack of mcaning in life. Respondents were asked
to rank thrcc problems only, in descending order of importance. An
option "Other" was available for a single written problem within
the desircd options. There werc a number of students who took
advantagc of this option to express a first, sccond or third rated
problen.




Both Tables 5 and 6 show responscs to questions about
family relations, personal interactions with others, future
goals upon completion of a formal education, and planned resi-
dence status for the Fall 1972 semestcr. The data reported in
these two tables is in percent. A category labcled omit/blank
indicates thc absence of responsc for a particular issue or
question.

SUMMARY

ht least 747 of the students responding to Youthpoll disagreed
with:

violence in demonstrations
taking of hard drugs
characterizing the activist as a’mental case’.

fit least 787 approved of:

writing to public officials
circulating petitions
non-violent change

protesting non-violently
tutoring

18 year old voting

campaigning for public officials.




TABLE 1
1. General Activities

Use this key to indicate your rcsponses: In Column I
1) 1 approve 2) Lon't know 3) 1 c¢isapprove

Use this key to indicate your responses: In Column 11
4) 1 have 5) I have not

Use this key to indicatc your responses: In Column III
6) 1 would 7) It depends 8) I would not

For example: 1 11 111
1l 4 6 "Going to collegc”

1 approve, 1 have, and I would go to collegc.

T L larrviug picler rigps
|

13 !iakiip roft drupgs

L]

12 | 1rifig nard cruss

: Pcnonstrating non-violentl:s
11 | for a just cause

18 Lemonstrating non-violentl
 for any causc

|
11  Taking alcohol

15 i Circulating pctitions

14 ; Cheating

Using tobacco

Writing to public official:

Demonstrating violently
for a just cause

Demonstrating violently
for any causc

Tutoring non-white
minority group studcnts

Campaigning for public
officials

[
.

Disapprove




T4/iLE 2
What is your rcaction to thesc activities?

e ———

ACTIVITIES A DK LA Ol 1! r N
Carrying picket signs 657 277 X 1¢% L£2o 287 587 12%
Taking "soft crugs" 407 237 6% 427 547 365 177 44%
(marijuana, etc.)

Taking haré drugs 3% 77 0SS 57 932 1% 5% 93%

(hcrion, etc.)

Denonstrating ron-viole .tly 8672 11% 3% 4CZ 58 717 24~ 47
for a just causc

Demonstrating non-violentlv 29% 342 342 97 88% 107 537 367
for any cause

Taking alcohol 6572 227 127 &7%Z 102 5S%Z 292 117
Circulating petitions 27 14% 3% S4% 427 S8%Z 367 4%
Chcating, % 21% 727 577 397 117 40% 47%
Using tobacco 217 197 €GY 42% 5G6% 13% 152 67%

Writing to public officials 927, S% 27 487 497 732 21% 4%

Demonstrating violently 9% 197 72% 3% 95%2 4% 242 712
(break wvindows, sct fires)
for a just causc

Demonstrating violently 37, 87 8&% 1z 96% 17 8% 9CX
(break windows, sct fires)
for eny causc

Tutoring non-whitc minority 8772 11% 22 19% 79Z% CCx 327 6%

groups
Campaigning for public 792 15 5% 6S% 6S% 51% 37% 1CZ
officianls
Code: A = Approve of Named Activity
MK = Don't knou about it
DA = Disapprove of it
H = Havce participated in 1t
N = Have not participated in it
W = Yould participate in it in the future
D = It depcnds
Wi = Would not participate in it




TAULE 3

What do you think about thcsc impcrtant topics?

I think that:

187
#907%

15%
62

—— e cem e mmen s ———— m— o me e e e e meo o

5%
2%

Liphtcen year olds are mature cnough to be
riven the right to vote.

It siould bc lepzl for anvone to get an abortion
upon requ.st.

To coatrol pollution, ~1ll we need to cdo is
cnforce existiig lavs.

To combat over-populzation, there should te a
special "reward" paymcnt to families vith two
or fewcr chilérem.

The use of marijuana shiould be legalized.

Our country should WEVER engage in military
activity outside thc LU.S.

There should be more investigations of thce honesty
and intcgrity of govirmnment officinls.

I expect another MAJOR war witnin my lifetimc.

Only by violcnce cen blacks gain wiiat Whites
have deprived ther of for 30C y.ars.

College administrators should call the police
at the first sign of troutlc.

Studcnt unrest is PPLARILY the rerult of the
expanding social concerr of students.

Student unrest is PRIMZRILY the result of
administrators vho do not undcrstand student
neceds.

MOST students are not intercstcd in a lot of
change.

1:.0ST studcnts share the activist's concern for
social and political improvement but disagrec
with thc activist's tactics.

MOST students want non-violent change.

AJY student should be allowed to protest non-
riolently without fcar of reprisal.




TABLE 3
(Cont'd.)
What do you think alout thcse important topics?

AC* LI DIS I think that:

#667% 297 247 MANY student protestors arc just having fun
rathier than being scrious activists.

#5372  35% 1072 ictivists spiak in tcrms of thedir rigits but
rarely about their responsibilities.

# 42 172 76% The activist can be characterized as a "Mental
Case".

#16% 167 662 Most adults want youths to livec by very strict
"Puritan" values.

#2772 25% 45% Most adults are hypocrites - they preach one
thing, but do another.

#30% 187 482 Most adults think today's youths arc "going

‘ to pot" - are¢ hostil., disrespcctable,

inconsiderate, ctc.

#6357 16 177 Yost adults think that youti:s with bcards,
long hair, "hippic" drcss, will behave in a
certain way, (i.e., disrespectfully).

£24%2 3272 42% liost adults understind and respect young peoplc.

£15% 267 56% tiost adults arc so preoccupied withk their own
lives they uave no time for their children.

#207 337 442 Most adults fcol that their money is a sub-
stitute for love, respect, and understanding.

#547% 247 197 Most adults treat tcenagers as "children" long
after they're rcady to mnke their own decisions.

ce e —— e et 4 sy f e e e e e e et e e r b @ mm——

*AG is a combination of "strongly agrec” and "agrce” answers.
DIS i1s a combination of "strongly disagrce” and "disagree" answcrs.

Ul is uncertain.

# Wherc total percentages do not equal 100%, the differcnce is duc
to nonrc¢sponse to the item or uncodable responscs.




TA#ELE 4
N.B. ALL DATA REPORTEL KERE ARE IN PERCE.T AXD RANK ORDERL.

Our nation faccs many problems today. Cf the following list, wiiiclh
do you think ari thc most important? Usc this heve

Dcside the STIICLI-rost importamt issuc, write 1.
Beside the SECOKD-most important issue, write 2.
Beside tuc THILD -most important issu., vrite 3.

Rate just threc, 1 - 2 ~ 3,

LANK
OKDER ISSUE

1 Pollution
Vietnom Lar

- Superficiality and lacl of
menning in 14fc

Kacizl strife

Ovcr-population

Drug addiction

Big govcrmment

Inflation

*0thcr (vrite in)1

Adult understanding of youth 3
Lnrest on campuscs 0

HG RESPONSE 14 14

*As a point of interest, tlc actual percentage is .7.

1Sce tppendix (Table 4), write in responscs, “Other".




TABLE 5
N.B. ALL DATA KEPORTED HERL ARE Ii! PERCENTS

In questions 4 through 13, check just ONE snswer te cach guestion.

4. 1If you are called in thc draft, how do vou pcrsonally fecl you
will rcact? (Womcn: answer thc way vou would prefoer a man
should rcact.) CHECK OKLY OH%

(1) _3 I fecl it is ry duty to serve and will do so willingly,

(2) 23 1 2m rot willing Lut will go if callcd.

(3) _22 At this stoge, I am not surc what I will do.

(4) 11 1 will try to obtain som< form of non-combzt status in uniform.

(5) _22_ 1 wiil scriously thini of Lecoming som: form of conscicntious
objcctor.

(6) _8 1 will conmsider avoiding tie draft by going to Canada or
somc other country.

a
' {7) __’0_ I will consider going to jail rathcr than being forcad to
serve,
_6 oOmitted
5. After you complete your formal education, where do vou now think
you will most prefer to work? CHLCY. GLLY ONE
(1) 12 In industry,
(2) _8 In government (city, county, state, fcderal).
*(3) _0_In the military scrvice as a career.
(4) _33 1In a socinl scrvice type of job.
(5) _7_ 1In teaching.
(6) _6_ Temporarily in the Pcace Corps or VISTA.
(7) _5_1In just a routinc job so I have tim: to think and i1clate,
(8) _1_ 1 will want to drop out and not work.
(9) _20 I don't have the slightest idea.
__7_Omitted.
o #*The actual percentage is .4.

ERIC 8-
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(1)
(2)

TABLE S
(Cont'd.)

ALL DATA RETORTED HERE ARE I.. PEPCENTS

in my relations with others of albout my owvn age, I: CHECK CNLY OME

>
o

4

{m aloof and distant

Actively scek but ¢ . %'eve closcr relationships,

(3) _31 Enjoy moderate attachments to onc or morc other persons.

(4) _56 Enjoy closc relationships with one or morc other persons.

7.

-

mitted

My family rclationships can be best characterized as: CHLCKX ONLY ONE

(1) 52 I am close to loth parenis.

(2)

18

I am closc to miy mother.

(3) _5 I am close to my father.

(4)

8.

17

1

I am closc to neith«r of my parents.

Onitted

Which one of the following statements is closest to descriling

your

parents' attitudes toward you? CLECK OLLY ONE

(1) _13 They suppo~t me in all my dccisions and subsequent actions.

(2) _62  They support mc in all my decisions but do not always agree

wvith my actions.

(3) _6_They reject all my decisions but do not interfere.

(4)

5

——

i5

They rcject my decisions and forbtid m¢ to tccome involved.
Omitted




TALELFE 5
(Cont'd.)

li.B. ALL DATA REPCRTLEL HERL APL IN PERCENTS.

5. %ho in your parental family really had the final "say" about
things concerning veu (discipline, staying out latc, spccial
privilcpges, cte.)? Check one that most closely descriles your
own txpericncc. CHECK OLLY ONE

(1) _8 It was almost entircly up to my father.
(2) _37 tiore ;ften up to father than mother.
(3) _2f_1tore oftcn up to mother than fathcr,
(4) 11 Almost entirely up to mother.

(5) 8 Inmy family, I received virtuzlly no direction aftcr I Lecamc
2 tecnager.

10 Cnitted.

10. In your own family, how nmany childrcn would you cventually like to
have? ChECK OJLY GHE

llone 3 Cne 55 Two 17 Three ¢ Four or more 10 Omitted

11. Yrat do you estimate your family's ~nnual income to Lc¢? (Indicate
total income Lefore taxcs.) CHECK JUST OHE

(1) 4 Less than 33,000 a year (6) 13 $15,000 to $19,999.

(2) 1 63,000 to $4,999 (7) ¢ $20,000 to $£24,200

(3) 8 $5,000 to 87,499 (8) 1C §25,0CC and over

(4) _11 $7,500 to $9,999 (9) _4_ I consider this iuformation
confidentinl.

(5) 22 $1C,000 to $14,999. (1¢) 1C I don't know

9 Omitted

12. I am: 155 male 99 fcmale 28 Omitted
[These data arc actual numbers.]

13, During my first semcster at SUNYAB I will live:

131 in University housing. 117 in my parents' home.
11 other 23 Onitted

[Thesc data arc actunl numbers.]

~10-




APPENDIX
TABLE &4

Student Responscs’ to "Other" Choice

1  Just plain sclfishness - it's at the root of every problem in life
1 Priorities of government spending
1 Organized crimc

1 Cppression of thc poor

1  Love

1 Apathy

1 Distrust for others and refusal to denv oneself to help others
1 Corruption and politici:zing in government

1 Competition

1  Communisn or capitalism

1 Vietnam and the gap it has created Letween the government and the
peorie = a lack of trust in the government and elected officials

1 Capitalism
1  Lack of love and undcrstanding among all people

1l Economic inequalities

1  Sexist discrimination

1 Lack of communication

1 Contradictions of a capitalist society
1  Change in social conditions

1  Gun control (un end to violence)

1 Sosiety in general

1 Lack of morals, family ties, too arcelerated society - people gct
lost
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APPENUIX

Table 4 - (Cont'd.)

Lack of social understanding

lio direction or goals

fny uar

Rejection of God

Reparation of pecople frorm government/i.c., clected officials

Corrupt govcrnment officials

Greed

Lacl of understanding

Dishonesty of public officials

Lack of society as a whole admitting its failure but also its
ability to easc if not complcetely remedy all the above problems
plus other social and moral values of today's world.

Undernourished people

lielping of handicapped people

Youth not tolerating adults
Cold wars

Lacl: of law enforcement and stiff jail sentcnces e.g., capital
punishncnt should be legal.

Richard iiixon
Violencc

Apathy




