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YOUTEPOLL LESIJLTS

State Lniversity of Lew York at Buffalo

Cctobcr 1972

The Youthpoll was adminietered muiac during the 1S72 Sumver
Planning Confer:mccs to a total group of two hundreZ eighty-two
respondents. The randomly .elected suasion dates were June 28th
and July 31st. Mere were somewhat more resident students than
commuters in the sample, and more MrlicS than ferales. F.csults may
not be generalized to the entire 1972 Fresiman Class since the
participants in the SPC were not randomly s:lected.

Table 1 disrays information about values of the grour, i.e.,
approval, personal participation, and future participation of a
variety of general activities.

Trblc 2 presents the same data in percents.

Tables 1 ;nut show the variety of value combinations. Ouch
combinations range frog those who approve Lut erclede tnerselves
from present or future participation, to those who approve of an
activity but have not participated in it and arc uncertain as to
future participation.

Table 3 displays data about student opinions on such topics
as studcnt unrest on campus, ecology i.e., pollution, population
control, and military involvement. The three basic divisions
within the table are coded as Agree, Disagree, and bndecided.
Agree is a combination of the options strongly agree and agree
with this statement; Disagree combines strongly disagree and
disagree, and Undecided represents the choice of uncertain about
this statement. The symbol # appearing before statements in the
percents column shows that the total percent did not equal 100.
This is due to lack of response or uncodable responses.

Table 4 is a rank order Lased on individual percentage end
tote]. nominetion percents of problems reported Ly the respondents.
Problems offered for consideration ranged from drug addiction to
superficiality and lack of meaning in life. Respondents were asked
to rank three problems only, in descending order of importance. An
option "Other" was available for a single written problem within
the desired options. There were a number of students who took
advantage of this option to express a first, second or third rated
problem.
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Both Tables 5 and 6 show responses to questions about
family relations, personal interactions with others, future
goals upon completion of a formal education, and planned resi-
dence status for the Fall 1972 semester. The data reported in

these two tables is in percent. A category labeled omit/blank

indicates the absence of response for a particular issue or
question.

SU?24ARY

At least 742 of the students responding to Youthpoll disagreed
with:

violence in demonstrations
taking of hard drugs
characterizing the activist as a'mental case:

At least 78% approved of:

writing to public officials
circulating petitions
non-violent change
protesting non-violently
tutoring
18 year old voting
campaigning for public officials.



1. General Act

Use this key
1) I approve

Use this key
4) I have

Use this key
6) I would

For example:

TABLE 1

ivities

to indicate your responses:
2) Don't know 3)

to indicate your responses:
5) I have not

to indicate: your responses:

7) It depends 8)

In Column I

I disapprove

In Column II

In Column III
I would not

I II III

1 4 6 "Going to college"

I approve, I have, and I would go to college.

1 2 3 4 5 6 8

1&2 75 23 4(
1
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114 1 4G 1F :: i 11; 153 14 1 4..! 125 13

C Z1 Z31 14 2C4 3 1/ 2(1 12

241 30 9 112 164 199 67 11 11

83 i 97 97 26 246 I 28 148 100 18

183 63 33 244
,

29 165 81 i 31

1

11

231 40 8 159 119 163 102 12 1 15

17 59 204 161 109 31 112 133 14

58 53 169 118 157 j 50
I

41

t

189 7

259 14 5 136 139 207 59 12 11

25 53 202 1 268 10 68 200 11

9 22 247 4 270 2 22 252 15

244 31 6

14

53

. 79

224

194

170 i

143
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104

18

28

8

223 42 14

o
a

0 4A
W
Ch 0 ppO 41
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:!rryiw ricLct rirys

roft drug:,

iaird crow*:

Demonstrating non-violentl!
for a just cause

Demonstrating non-violentl
for any cause

Taking alcohol

Circulating petitions

Cheating

Using tobacco

Writing to public offiziall

Demonstrating violently
for a just cause

Demonstrating violently
for any cause

Tutoring non-White
minority group students

Campaigning for public
officials



IALLE 2

What is your reaction to these activities?

ACTIVITIES A DK DA h IC4 U D VN

Carrying picket signs 652 277 a 16% C22 282 582 122

Taking "soft drugs"
(marijuana, etc.)

407 232 36T 427 54: 367 172 44%

Taking hard drugs
(hcrion, etc.)

3% 72 C57 52 932 12 52 932

Demonstrating non-viole.tly
for a just cause

862 117; 32 402 582 717 24: 42

Demonstrating non-violently 292 342 34% 92 86Z 10% 532 36:
for any cause

Taking alcohol 65% 22% 12% t72 102 592 297 117

Circulating petitions Lin 142 32 547, 42% 532 36% 4%

Cheating 6: 212 72Z 57% 397 117, 40% 47%

Using tobacco 21% 192 662 42Z 56% 182 152 672

Writing to public officials 97Z 5% 22 482 492 732 212 4%

Demonstrating violently
(break windows, set fires)
for a just cause

92 197. 727 32 95% 47 242 71%

Demonstrating violently
(break windows, sct fires)
for any cause

3% 82 86% 12 96% 12 82 90Z

Tutoring non-white rinority
groups

872 11% 27 197 792 602 322 6%

Campaigning for public
officials

797. 152 5% 692 692 512 37% 1C2

Code: A = Approve of Named Activity
PK = Don't know about it
DA = Disapprove of it
11 = Have participated in it
1N = Have not participated in it
W = Would participate in it in the future

D = It depcnds
VU = Would not participate in it
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iLLLE 3

What do you think about these important topics?

AG* )IS

11922 71; 07,

612 17% 22%

f'157, 287 56

25% 29% 46%

#47% 23% 29%

#162 187, 457

1847 82 62

f47% 402 12!

f 92 16% 747;

f122 161 712

f447 127 232

1257 38% 352

#327 31% 367

#547 297. 152

t78% 15% 52

#902 6% 2%

I think that:

Eighteen year olds arc mature enough to be
riven the right to vote.

It si:ou11 be legal for anyone to eet an abortion

upon request.

To control pollution, nll we need to do is

enforce existip laws.

To combat over-population, there should be a
special nrcwarl" payment to families Lith two
or fewer children..-
Thu use of marijuana should be legalized.

Our country should AVER engage in military
activity outside thc U.S.

There should bu more investigations of the honesty
and integrity of rovernrent officinls.

I expect another PAJOR war within my lifetime.

Only by violence can Elacks gain what Whites
have deprived them of for 300 years.

College administrators should call the police

at the first sign of trouble.

Student unrest is prulany the result of the

expanding social concern of students.

Student unrest is PRINSILY the result of
adninistrators who do not understand student

needs.

MOST students are not interested in a lot of

change.

UOST students share the activist's concern for
social and political improvement but disagree:

with the activist's tactics.

MOST students want non-violent change.

LAY student should be allowed to protest now-
riolently without fear of reprisal.
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TAELE 3
(Coned.)

What do you think about these important topics?

AC* JZ DIS I think that:

046% 29% 242 MAW student protestors are just having fun
rather than being serious activists.

#53% 35% 10% Activists speak in terms of their rights but
rarely about their responsibilities.

# 4% 17% 76% The activist can be characterized as a "Mental
Case".

#16% 167 66% Most adults want youths to live by very strict
"Puritan" values.

027% 25% 452 Most adults are hypocrites - they preach one
thing but do another.

0302 182 48% Most adults think today's youths arc "going
to pot" - are hostile, disrespectable,
inconsiderate, etc.

#63% 16: 177

0242 32% 42%

#157 262 56%

Post adults think that youths with beards,
long hair, "hippie" dress, will behave in a
certain way, (i.e., disrespectfully).

Most adults understand and respect young people.

Post adults are so preoccupied with their own
lives they have no time for their children.

0209; 33% 44% Most adults feel that their money is a sub-
stitute for love, respect, and understanding.

#54% 24% 19% Most adults treat teenagers as "children" long
after they're ready to make their own decisions.

*AG is a combination of "strongly agree" and "agree" answers.

DIS is a combination of "strongly disagree" and "disagree" answers.

UN is uncertain.

# Where total percentages do not equal 100%, the difference is due
to nonresponse to the item or uncodable responses.
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TAELE 4

N.B. ALL DATA REPOETEE HERE ARE IN PERCEaT AND RANK ORDER.

Our nation faces many problems today. Of the following list, which
do you think ar, the most important? Lsc this kt,y!

Beside the SINCLE-rost important issue, write 1.
Beside the SECOND-most important issue, write 2.
Beside the THIlT -post important issue, write 3.

Rate just three, 1 - 2 - 3.

flANK

ORDER ISSUE 1 2 3 TOTAL

1 Pollution 12 2C 15 47

2.5 Vietnam War 14 11 8 33

2.5 Superficiality and lack of
meaning in life

21 6 6 33

4 Racial strifL 7 14 11 32

5 Ovcr-population 8 11 8 27

6 Drug addiction 3 6 12 2]

7 Big government 4 6 10 20

8

9

Inflation

s
*Other (write in,

l

4

10

6

3

8

3

18

16

10 Adult understanding of youth 3 2 2 7

11 Lnrest on campuses 0 *1 0 1

NO RESPONSE 14 14 17 45

*As a point of interest, tLc actual percentage is .7.

1Sce Appendix (Table 4), write in responses, "Other".



TALE 5

H.E. ALL DATA REPORTED HERE ARE Il PERCENTS

In questions 4 through 13, check just ONE rnswer to each question.

4. If you are called in the draft, how do You personally feel you
will react? (Uomen: answer the way you would prefer a man
should react.) CHECK ONLY ONE

(1) 5 I feel it is ray duty to serve and will do so willingly.

(2) 23 I am not willing Let will go if called.

(3) 22 At this stnge, I am not sure what I will do.

(4) 11 I will try to obtain some form of non-combat status in uniform.

(5) 22 I uill seriously think. of becoming some form of conscientious
objector.

(6) 8 I will consider avoiding the draft by going to Canada or
some otter country.

(7) 4 I will consider going to jail rather than being forcA to
serve.

6 Omitted

5. After you complete your formal education, where do you now think
you will most prefer to work? MCI: ObLY ONE

(1) 12 In industry.

(2) 8 In government (city, county, state, federal).

*(3) 0 In the militaxy service as a career.

(4) 33 In a social service type of job.

(5) 7 In teaching.

(6) 6 Temporarily in the Peace Corps or VISTA.

(7) 5 In just a routine job so I have tink to think and Lelato.

(8) 1 I will want to drop out and not work.

(9) 20 I don't have the slightest idoa.

' Omitted.

*The actual percentage is .4.
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TABLE 5
(Cont'd.)

N.B. ALL DATA REPORTED HERE ARE II: PERCENTS

6. In my relations with others of about my oun age, I: CHECK OFLY ONE

(1) S Am aloof and distant

(2) 4 Actively seek but (" 1-..eve closer relationships.

(3) 31 Enjoy moderate attachments to one or more other persons.

(4) 56 Enjoy close relationships with one or more other persons.

7 omitted

7. Ey family relationships can be best characterized as CHECK ONLY ONE

(1) 52 I am close to both parenLs.

(2) 19 I an close to my mother.

(3) 5 I am close to my father.

(4) 17 I am close to neittur of my parents.

7 Omitted

8. Which one of the following statements is closest to describing
your parents' attitudes toward you? CHECK ONLY ONE

(1) 13 They support me in all my decisions end subsequent actions.

(2) 62 They support me in all my decisions but do not always agree
with my actions.

(3) 6 They reject all my decisions but do not interfere.

(4) 5 They reject my decisions and forbid me to become involved.

15 Omitted



TABLE 5
(Cont'd.)

N.B. ALL DATA REPORThE HERE ARE IN PERCENTS.

9. Who in your parental family really had the final "say" about
things concerning you (discipline, staying out late, special
privileges, etc.)? Check one tact most closely describes your
own t:xpericnce. CHECK ONLY ONE

(1) 8 It was almost entirely up to my father.

(2) 37 bore often up to father than mother.

(3) 26 IIore often up to nether than father.

(4) 11 Almost entirely up to mother.

(5) 8 In my family, I received virtually no direction after I became
a teenager.

10 Omitted.

10. In your own family, how nany children would you eventually like to

11.

have? ChECK GAY ONE

6 None 3 One 55 Two 17 Three 9 Four or more 10 Omitted

That do you estimate your family's annual income_ to Le? (Indicate
total income before taxes.) CHECK JUST ONE

(1) 4 Less than $3,000 a year (6) 13 $15,000 to $19,999.

(2) 1 $3,000 to $4,999 (7) 0 $20,000 to $24,000

(3) 8 $5,000 to 57,499 (8) 10 $25,000 and over

(4) 11 $7,500 to $9,999 (9) 4 I consider this ihformation
confidential.

(5) 22 $10,000 to $14,999. (10) 10 I don't know

9 Omitted

12. I am: 155 male 99 female 28 Omitted

[These data arc actual numbers.]

13. During my first semester at SUNYAB I will live:

131 in University housing. 117 in my parents' home.

11 other 23 Oitted

[These data arc actual numbers.]
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APPENDIX

TABLE 4

Student Responses-to "Other" Choice

1 Just plain selfishness - it's at the root of every problem in life

1 Priorities of government spending

1 Organized crime

1 Oppression of the poor

1 Love

1 Apathy

1 Distrust for others and refusal to deny oneself to help others

1 Corruption and politicking in government

1 Competition

1 Communism or capitalism

1 Vietnam and the gap it has created between the government and the
people - a lack of trust in the government and elected officials

1 Capitalism

1 Lack of love and understanding among all people

1 Economic inequalities

1 Sexist discrimination

1 Lack of communication

1 Contradictions of a capitalist society

1 Change in social conditions

1 Gun control (un end to violence)

1 Society in general

1 Lack of morals, family tics, too accelerated society - people get
lost



APPENLIX

Table 4 - (Coned.)

I Lack of social understanding

1 Lo direction or goals

1 Any war

1 Rejection of God

1 Reparation of people from government/i.e., elected officials

1 Corrupt government officials

2 Greed

2 Lad. of understanding

2 Dishonesty of public officials

2 Lack of society as a whole admitting its failure but also its
ability to ease if not completely remedy all the above problems
plus other social and moral values of today's world.

2 Undernourished people

2 Helping of handicapped people

3 Youth not tolerating adults

3 Cold wars

3 Lack of law enforcement and stiff jail sentences e.g., capital
punishncnt should be legal.

3 Richard Axon

3 Violence

3 Apathy


