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ABSTRACT

11 Illinois coun
identify 3- to 21-year-old children who have one or more of the
following low incidence handicapping conditions: visual handicaps,
aural handicaps, physical handicaps, and maltiple handicaps.
Approximately 800 children were identified of whom 52% were reported
to be hearing impaired, 19% multiply handicapped, 13% visually
handicapped, and 12% physically handicapped: Twenty-five percent of
the children identified were 6~ and 7«years-old, 54% 5- to
10-years-old, and 16% 3- to 6-years-old. Over half of the children
were reported not to he receiving any special educational services,
and more than half of those children were 5~ to 9-years-old. Only 13
of the 31 special education programs that Ss attended were located in
the 11 counties surveyed. Included in the afppendixes are the
questionnaires and cover letters used in the survey. (DB)
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SUMMARY
The four Special Education Joint Agreement Districts: Blackhawk, Knox~
Warren, Hemry-Stark.and West Central Illinois, requested that the Office of
Educational Services and Kesearch, Western Illinois University, conduct a
s;rvey to identify children from three to twenty-one years old in eleven

Illinois counties: Henry, Hancock, Henderson, Mercer, Knox, Warren, Rock

Island, ﬁcnonough, Schuylez, Stark, and Fulton, who had been previously identi-

fied by schools and agencies as haviné one of the following handicapping
conditions: £ deaf, 2) hard. of hearing, 3) unspecified hearing loss, 4) blind,
‘s partially .eeing, 6) unspecified visual impairment, 7) physically handicapped,
8) multiply hindicapped. Questionnaires asking for demographic information on
handicapped ch:.dren were distributed by personal ;isits, mail and public school
regional superintendents to approximately 500 sources who might have knowledge

of such childre:z. Over 230 of these sources provided information on low
incidence hangdicapped chiléren. In addition, questionnﬁires requesting informa-
tion on special «<ducation services were sent to approximately 50 schools and
agencies who may provide special education services for low incidence handicapped
children. Twenty-cne of these resources responded.

It is important to note that the findings are based on data which was pro-
vided by many and various sources. Thus, accuracy of the data depended upon
accuracy of the sources. It is particularly important to note that the defini-
tions of each hand:icap were not medically or eduéationally precise and that

the sources of infcrmacion were asked to categorize children who, in their

opinion, needed or w21l need special education services.
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MAJOR FINDINGS

A total of 755 childrzn from one year to twenty years old were identified
by name. Approximately 50 other names were received after the data col-
lection period, making a total of over 800 names of children who were
categorized by some public or private school or agency as low incidence
handicapped children. TheSe names with accompanying demographic information
were given to the special education cooperatives. .

Over half (52%, N = 292) of the 755 children were identified as having some
type of hearing impairment.

Multiple handicaps were listed for 19% (143) of the children, visual
impairments for 137 (97) and 13% (96) of the children were categorized as
physically handicapped.

Over half (60%, N = 450) of the children for whom county of residence was
obtained were from thre: ‘counties: 187 from Rock Island County, 156 from
Knox County and 107 from Henry County.

Sixty percent of the children were under the jurisdiction of two special,
education districts: 226 (30%) from Knox-Warren and 221 (30%) from Blackhawk.

One-fourth (N = 166) of the children from whom the year of birth was listed
were six and seven year olds, over one-half (54%) were five through ten
and 105 (16%) of the children were between three and six years old.

Over one-half (52%, N = 354) of the children for whom school information
was listed were enrolled in public elementary schools, and 14% in public
secondary schools for a total of 66% public school enrollment.

Over thtee-fourths (77%) of the children for whom school information was
listed were not enrolled in a public school special education program.

Over one-half--or 455 children--of the 755 identified were not receiving
special education services, while 300 children were receiving special
education services.

.Over one-half (56%, N = 256) of the children not receiving special education

services were categorized as having some. type of hearing impairment, 62
children as visually impaired, 61 multiply handicapped and 60 as physically
handicapped.

The greatest number of children not receiving special education resided
in Knox, Rock lsland and Henry Counties.,

Knox-Warren Special Educatién District had the largest number (130) of
children not receiving special education, West-Central, 118; Blackhawk,
108; and Henry-Stark, §8 children.

Over one-fourth (28%, N = 109) of the children not receiving special educa-
tion were six and seven year olds, over one-half (54%, N = 209) were from
five through nine years old.
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14. The 455 children not receiving special education services included 312
children in the public schools, 37 who were receiving no instruction at
all, 30 children enrolled in private or other kinds of schools, and 76
for whom there was no information on schooling.

R el

. 15. The 30C children from the eleven counties who were receiving special
. . education services were enrolled in a total of 31 special education
S schools, programs or other facilities. Thirteen of these programs were
,' N within the eleven counties, twelve were located in other Illinois counties,
y and six were out-of-state facilities.

L

[
L Db o

bSO G Lt g

i el

el 0 W

b Tt kg

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic: ¥




.

ERI

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
N We particularly wish to thank the over 230 individuals who supplied the
basic data for this project. Without their time and effort completion of
the project would not have been possible.
Qur special gratitude is extended to the following project personnel

who contributed extensively to the project:

1. Mr. Tom Dolliger, who not only traveled to various schools
and agencies but also professionally assisted with all
, phases of the project.
(4
2. Mrs. Deborah Maguire, who capably assisted with the data
collection and processing.

3. Mrs. Diane-Taylor, whose efficiency, accuracy and steady
hand continuously at the heart of the Jroject kept all
of us on target.

Additional thanks go to Mr. Jeffry Osborne who programmed the data
for computer analyses, Miss Carol Bliznik who participated in the data
processing and other project work and Mrs. Cheri Consalvo, Miss Coni Hobby,

and Mrs. Marilyn Sears who contributed in many ways.

e AR 05t 0 0 S st Sl AR A S 1 R

T ——

o Nk




W4

TABLE OF CONTENTS

* ' Page

SUMMARY «ccvveevervsoscccssosssonasssncosososssscsssaasssssssases il

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS .+ ccvevevcecccrcccccoccesersosossecassccccsnccccacse

Part
I. PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES

Objectives ..ovvevercccasnossorerorocsrsccccccocccrasas
Definitions ..ccceveeesvocsossecscecocsoscsacesacseassos

II. PROCEDURES

INStrumentation ceceeeessssscecerocsecrsoascscessavsonns
Data Collection .cceesevecssccsscccocosescocssaccsasone
’ Responses Received .....ccccievecvnetiocrnrencccncacses
Data Processing and Analysis ccccveverccscssccccsecsces

III. FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Number of LIK Children ....ceceececercrcccsdsesscssccss
Types of Handicaps ..ccovceccvcccccccccenrcaicaccccsss
Residence of LIH Children .....cceccvecceccosssscncsccs
Age of LIH Children ...ccceeeccccsscsvrscccococacccass
. Receiving or Not Receiving Special Ed. Services .......
Children Not Receiving Special Ed. Services ...........
Educational Resources for LIR Childrem ................
General Recommendations ......ceocececocoscsesccssosocce

REFERENCES . soosescvocvocecoccosesssassssscavesocsaccacscassoscnes

APPENDICES +vvovosscsvsvcccoccsooscsocosossscccocsccsssnsassssecss

vi

ERI!

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

v

2
4

7
8
10
11

13
13
14
17
17
20
34
36

39

40

SRR sl

CRERIH MRS Rl S B o R

.

ity R 1 N drbty bl i bl 3o e b

RN A sl

L

§

it T ot

Lt o gl

sk

LR R T LARTIY

.




.. LIST OF TABLES

Table Page

. 1.  DISTRIBUTION OF LOW INCIDENCE HANDICAPPED CHILDREN BY TYPE
OFH.ANDICAPANDSEXOFCHILD................. 15

. 2. DISTRIBUTION OF LOW INCIDENCE HANDICAPPED CHILDREN
RECELIVING AND NOT RECEIVING SPECIAL EDUCATION BY
COUNTY OF RESIDENCE AND SPECIAL EDUCATION DISTRICT
OFRESIDENCB.......................-. 16
3. DISTRIBUTION OF LOW INCIDENCE HANDICAPPED CHILDREN RECEIVING

AND NOT RECEIVING SPECIAL EDUCATION BY TYPE OF HANDICAP

AND YEAROF BIKZH . . . . . . .. . s e v e e e e e . ... 18

4.  DISTRIBUTION OF LOW INCIDENCE HANDICAPPED CHILDREN RECEIVING

AND NOT RECEIVING SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES BY KIND OF

SCHOOL ATTENDED . . . . . . . . . . v . v v v v v s wu.. . 19

Tables 5-15: DISTRIBUTION OF LOW INCIDENCE HANDICAPPED

CHILDREN RECEIVING AND NOT RECEIVING SPECIAL EDUCATION

BY TYPE OF HANDICAP AND AGE RANGE FOR EACH COUNTY OF

RESIDENCE. ’
5. ROCK ISLAND COUNTY . . . . . . . . . ... ..... e e e v .. 23
6. MERCERCOUNTY . . . . . . ., ., .. ... .0'.u...
7. WARRENCOUNTY..........................25
8. KNOXCOUNTY26
9. FULTONCOUNTY . . , . . . ., . . . ... v v v... e e e e e . 27
10. HANCOCK COUNTY . . . . . . . s v v v v v v v v ... [T
11. HENDERSON COUNTY . . . . v v v v v v v v v v .. e e e e e e . . 29
12. MCDONOUGH COUNTY . . . . . . . . . v . v v v v v u... P |
13. SCHUYLER COUNTY . . . . . . . . v v v v v v .. e
14, HENRY COUNTY . . . . . . v v v v v v e e ww v s e e e ..
15. STARK COUNTY . . . & v v v v v v v v e e w o u e e e e . o . . 33
16.  NUMBER OF SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES PROVIDED FOK THE ELEVEN

COUNTY LOW INCIDENCE HANDICAPPED CHILDREN BY 25 ILLINOIS
Pl%OGRAMS, SCHOOLS OR AGENCIES . . .. .. .. ........ 135

vii

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

kY

THIM Kee mn i ks N ek ARG




TR

o

Appendix
I
II

III

LIST OF APPENDICES

Page
THE QUESTIONNALRES . . . e e e e e . 40
PRESS RELEASE . . « 4 4 o v o 2 0 o . . .43
COVER LETTERS . .. ............ 45

SR A e R e S AR RO SR DR S e R P e e e

SRl

A

S e, A




O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

PART 1

PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES

The four special education jeiat agreement districts: Black Hawk Area
Special Education District, Henry-Stark County Special Education District,
Knox-Warren Special Education Department and West Central Illimois Special
Education Cooperative, requested chgt the Office of Educational Services and
Research, Western Illinois University conduct a survey of children who had
been previously identified by Illinois schools and agencies as having low
incidence handicaps and who reside in the four district's eleven county
service region. The eleven Illinois counties include: Henry, Stark, Warren,
Knox, McDonough, Schuyler, Hancock, Henderson, Fulton, Rock Island and Mercer.
The survey was conducted in March and April, 1972.

The two basic purposes of the survey were to: 1) identify children,
age three to twenty-one, who resided in the eleven county area and who had
lo'7 incidence handicaps and 2) provide a catalog of educational services
presently available and recommendations which will assist in the further
development of needed facilities.

The survey assumes that central to the planning of a delivery system of
services for low incidence handicapped children is their initial identification
utilizing a set of commonly accepted categorical criteria. The criteria
utilized, those of the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, are
listed under Definitions. It must be recognized that such identifying criteria
are variously applied, often without benefit of a thorough~going yet necessary

differential diagnosis by a skilled professional.
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Following initial identification, yet of critical imporcance in planning
for low incidence handicapped children residing in sparsely populated areas
particularly, is concrete data concerning ages and place of residence. Even
within the more urban counties of the survey there are obvious problems of

grouping for instructional purposes and transportation.

OBJECTIVES
Thus, the objectives of the survey were threefold:

I. To compile specified demographic information for previously
identified low incidence handicapped (LIH) children, who
reside in one of‘the eleven Illinois counties, from existing
records of various public and private agencies.

1. Name of child.

2. Street address, city, zip.

3. County of residence.

4. Nﬁme of parent or legal guardian.

5. Address of parent or legal guardian.

6. Identification (name) of school district of residence.
7. The school district's number.

8. School status (in school/homebound).

9. Identification of special education district of residence.
10. Birthdate.

11. Sex.

12, Type of handicap.

13. Kind of educational resource attending.

14. Enrollment in reimbursed public school special education
program.
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15. Identification of educational resource attending.

16. Special education district of educational resource attending.
17. city of educational resource attending.

18. County of educational resource attending.

19. Identification of school district of educational resource
attending.

20. Year in which special education services initiated.
II. To compile specified information for educational resources which

currently serve the low incidence handicapped children of the .

eleven counties.
1. Name of educational resource.
2. Address., city, zip.
3. County of resource.

: 4. Special education district of resource.

5. School district number in which resource is located.

6. Types of handicapped individuals served.

~
.

Age range of children served.
8. Kind of resource: public school, private school, etc.'
9. Titie of contact person.

H 10. Name of contact person 1971-72.

£ 11. Number of LIH children served in 1971-72 school year.

12. Estimated (by resource official) number could serve with
no additional staff.

! 13. Estimated number could serve with no additional physical
facilities.

. 14. Number of current full and part time staff working directly
- with LIH children.
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}’ III. To generate summary data including such information as:
1. Names and addresses of LIH children in the eleven countics.
2. Total number of LIH children in all eleven counties, each
F . special education district and each county.

3. Total number of children' identified as having each kKind
of handicap.

4. Total number of LIH children who are not receiviag special
education services.

5. Names and addresses of education resources which serve LIH

children in the eleven counties.

DEFINITIONS

1. Low Incidence Handicapped Children*

Children, ages three to twenty-one, who reside in one of the
eleven Illinois counties, who have been previously identified as:
1) deaf, hard of hearing, or having an unspecified hearing loss,

2) blind, partially seeing, or having an unspecified visual

“n

impairment, 3) physically handicapped other than having hearing,
visual, or speech problems, and 4) multiply handicapped, according

to the definitions below.

: *Children from six months to two years, eleven months old were identified as
: low incidence handicapped children if special education services were anti-
cipated when the child becomes three years old. After completion of this
project more extensive diagnostic evaluation will be necessary to identify
specific level of handicap for each child.
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2. Deaf
A child "with a hearing loss approaching an average of 60 or 65
. decibels across the speech range in the better ear without a hearing
aid, and who is unable to develop language successfully, even with a
hearing aid, without special education" (0.S.P.I., 1964).
3. Hard of Hearing
A child "in whom the sense of hearing, although defective, is

functional with or without a hearing aid, but whose hearing loss

oot

causes a language deficit rendering him unable to make full use of

the regular school experience without special education" (0.S.P.I.,
1964) .

4. Unspecified Hearing Loss

A child whose general behavior or classroom performance appears
to be affécteq by a hearing loss.
5. Blind
A child is considered blind if "his corrected vision in the
better eye is 20/200 or less" (Cruickshank and Johnson, 1967).
6. Partially Seeing
A child is considered partially seeing on the basis of "wisual

acuity of 20/200 to 20/70" (Cruickshank and Johnson, 1967).

7. Unspecified Visual Impairment

A child whose general behavior or classroom performance apéears‘

to be affected by some visual impairment.

(A
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8.

Physicaliy Handicapped
A child "must be physically handicapped to a degree which

necessitates special facilities. This assumes the presence of one
of the following:
a. A congenital handicapping condition
b. A chronic long-term illness
€. A handicapping condition resulting from aﬁ acute illness,
a traumatic episode, or a surgical procedure" (0.S.P.I.,

1964).

Multiply Handicapped

A child who has two or more handicaps of any nature which

require, or will require, special education services.
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PART II

PROCEDURES

INSTRUMENTATION

The Children's Questionnaire

A questionnaire was designed to elicit demographic data for low incidence
handicapped children in the eleven counties (see previous 1list of variables
and operational definitions). The questionnaire was designed to incorporate
information desired with ease of data processing.

In order to test the questionnaire for applicability and clarity of
items, personnel from one of the Special Education Cooperatives were asked to
complete several of the trial questionnaires. Modification of items, based
on the feedback from this pilot, were made prior to printing the questionnaire.

A copy of the questionnaire, the Survey of Handicapped Children, is in Appendix I.

The School/Agency Questionnaire

A second instrument, the Survey of Schools and Agencies (See Appendix 1),

was designed to collect desired information from schools and agencies which
provide special educatirn services to low incidence handicapped children. Items
on this questionnaire included estimates of: 1) the number of low incidence
handicapped children served, 2) the number of low incidence handicapped children
who could be served with no additional staff, 3) the number of low incidence
handicapped children who could be served with no additional facilities, and
4) the number of full and part time staff members working directly with low

incidence handicapped children.
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DATA COLLECTION

Because of the time constrictions of the project, it was agreed that
information would be collected primarily from public schools and public and
private agencies which provide special education services. However, all
types of :-public and private schools and agencies were contacted.

Information regarding low incidence handicapped children was collected
by three methods: 1) project members went to selected special education
schools and agencies and completed the questionnaires from records made
available to them, 2) questionnaires were distributed to public schools by
superintendents of educational service regions, and 3) questionnaires'were
mailed to various schools and agencies. In addition, a press release, asking
the publie to contact their school principal if they knew of any low incidence
handicapped child needing special education, was disseminated to all newspapers
in the eleven counties (See Appendix II),

The school/agency qﬁestionnaire was mailed or delivered to schools and

agencies who might be providing special education to low incidence handicapped

children.

Selected Special Education Schools and Agencies

In order to avoid having any school or agency complete large numbers of
children’s questionnaires, project personnel traveled to selected special
education schools arid agencies which were expected to have knowledge of a
sizeable number of low incidence handicapped children and collected the data
from records made available to them.

Public Elementary and Secondary Schools

Rather than mail the questionnaires to public elementary and secondary
schools, which may have resulted in a low response, a distribution system was

set up. Title VI personnel held a meeting to which the regional educational
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superintendents from the eleven ccunties were invited. At this meeting, the
purpose of the survey was explained and the superintendents were asked to

. distribute the questionnaires. Each regional superintendent distributed the

w

questionnaires to the district superintendents who in turn distributed them

to the principals of each school. The principals were then asked to return

the questionnaires by mail to the Office of Educational Services and Research, E
Western Illinois University. .

In order to keep a record of the number of school responses, the principals

were asked to also include a form which ihdicated the number of questionnaires

returned. The cover letters sent to the regional superintendents, district
superintendents and principals are in Appendix III.

Other Schools and Agencies

While project personnel were collecting data from selected special
education schools and agencies, and the regional superintendents were distributing
the questionnaires to each public school, the remainder of the schools and agencies
listed received the questionnaires by mail. The cover letters sent to day care
centers and private schools, schools and agencies providing special education,

and other schools and agencies are in Appendix III.

: Follow-up

Although in the original design of the project, follow-up of non-respondents
was not to be included, a considerable amount of follow~up was actually carried
out. For example, when it was noted that only a few schools from two of the
eleven counties had responded, the schools within the two counties were
contacted to ascertain the reason and, consequently, responses were received.

Also several agencies which were contacted by mail and did not respond were

contacted again by phone or a visit, thus increasing the responses.
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A total of 485 schools and agencies were contacted for information

regarding low incidence handicapped children. Those contacted included:

e

Schools

1. All the public elementary and secondary schools (over 300) in the
eleven counties.

2. All elementary and secondary private schools whose names and addresses
could be obtained. Because private schools occasionally come into
and go out of existence quickly a few could have been mitted.

3. All universities and junior colleges in the eleven counties.
4. All nursery schools in the eleven counties.

5. All special education schools (including nursery schools) in the
eleven counties.

Rl e AR DR St

State and Local Agencies*

1. The Special Educatjon Cooperatives.
2. Department of Children and Family Services.
3. Division of Services for Crippled Children.
4. State operated mental health facilities.

- 5. County health departments.
6. “hild welfare agencies.
7. Division of Vocational Rehabilitation.
8. Departments of Public Health.
9. Illinois Youth Commission, Regional Offices.
10. Departments of Mental Health.

*It is important to note that although these agencies were contacted
not all agencies responded and some agencies refused to release
information about handicapped children.

Responses Received

A total of 230 public and private schools and agencies responded by

completing children's questionnaires, indicated that they knew of no low

10
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incidence handicapped children, or made records available to project personnel.
The response from the various schools and agencies was much higher than
expected. Because of the privacy issue which surrounds the identification
of handicapped children, release of names is often avoided even among accredited
service agencies. Some agencies released names after receiving parental permis-
sion, some upon explanation of the project and a few agencies refused to
release names. One agency completed questionnaires but omitted names of
the individuals (these were not iﬁcluded in the analysis). On the few
occasions when release was refused, project personnel made special efforts
to ensure that the agency was aware of the purpose of the project, its
sponsors and the intended use of the information for planning special
education services. If the agency was still reluctant to release names, no
further contact was initiated. The special education cooperatives will
follow up these agencies at a later time.

Without exception, everyone with whom project personnel had contact
was very cooperative, enthused that this kind of project was being carried

out, and extremely interested in the results.

DATA PROCESSING AND ANALYSIS

As the children's questionnaires were rece%ved, each name was checked
for duplication. Approximately 117 children were identified by more than
one school or agency.

The questionnaires were then edited for errors, and common abbreviations
and additional data were coded prior to key punching.

After programming, computer print outs and analyses were produced -

through the Western Illinois University computer.
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The sponsors of the project received computer print outs of:

1. All information available for each child, listed by Special Educa-
tion District of residence, type of handicap and alphabetically
by last name of child.

2. All information available for each child, listed by County of
Residence, type of handicap and alphabetically by last name of child.

3. All information available for each child, listed by School District
Number, type of handicap and alphabetically by last name of child.

4. All information on each child listed alphabetically by last name
of child.

5. A frequency distribution (number and per cent) of categorical
responses to the children's questionnaire items.

6. Information from the special education school/agency questionnaire

listed by type of handicapped child served and alphabetically
by name of school.

7. Information from the special education school/agency questionnaire
listed alphabetically by name of school.

In addition the sponsor received the data cards and this final report

which includes more extensive analyses.
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PART III

FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

o

It is important to note that the findings are reported from data which
the project members received from many different sources. Therefore, the

accuracy of the data depends upon the accuracy of the various sources who

provided the data. 'This 1s of particular importance when considering type of

handicap. Many of the sources were not trained for diagnosis of handicapped

children but were asked to identify any child, who, in their opfnion, needed or
will need special education services. It is the intent of- the sponsors to

follow up the children identified for further screening and diagnosis.

NUMBER OF LOW INCIDENCE HANDICAPPED CHILDREN

At the time the data collection phase of the project was closed, 755 low

incidence handicapped children from the eleven counties had been identified

R s L s S A ) W b S Vet W ens bk e L b

by name. Approximately 50 questionnaires, not included in the analyses, were ;
returned after the close of the data collection phase, making a total of over

800 low incidence handicapped children identified by name. All information

s e e e

was given to the sponsor for follow up.

: TYPES OF HANDICAPS

. . . Over half (52%, N = 392) of the 755 children were identified as having
some type of hearing impairment. Two hundred and thirty-nine children, or

: 32% of the 755 children identified, were listed as having an unspecified hear-

ing loss with 84 (112) hard of hearing and 69 (9%) deaf.

Multiple handicaps, the second most frequently listed, accounted for a

Poe kT R

total of 143 or 19% of all children.
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Visual impairments were listed for 97 (13%) of the children, with 43
partially seeing, 28 having an unspecified visual impairment and 26 listed as
blind. Ninety-six (13%) of the children were listed as physically handicapped.

Distribution of children by type of handicap and sex of child is shown in
Table 1. Of the 755 children identified, 427 (57%) were male and 328 (43%)
were female. It might be noted that a disproportionate number of girls are
categorized as blind. That is, although the total group includes a larger
number of males than females, the reverse occurred with blind children.

More females (N = 18) than males (N = 8) were categorized as blind with females

ref cesenting 69% of the 26 blind children.

RESIDENCE OF LOW INCIDENCE HANDICAPPED CHILDREN

County of residence was listed or obtained for all but six children. Of
the 749 children whose county of residence was obtained, over half (60%, N =450)
were from three counties: 187 from Rock Island County, 156 from Knox County
and 107 from Henry County. The remaining 299 children were from all the other
eight counties with Warren County contributing the next largest number (70) of
handicapped children.

As indicated in Table 2, sixty pércent of the handicapped children identified
are under the jurisdiction of the Blackhawk Special Education District (N = 221,
302) and the Knox-Warren Special Education District (N = 226, 30%). Distribution
of children by county of residence and special education district of residence

and by handicap is shown in Table 2.
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AGE OF LOW INCIDENCE HANDICAPPED CHILDREN
Year of birth was given for 676 of the 755 children. Birth hates ranged
. from 1951 to 1970, for an age range of one year to twenty years old. Each age

from one to twenty years old was represented.

One-fourth (25X, N = 166) of the children were six and seven year olds,
over one-half (54%) of the children were from five through te --ars old, and
over three-fourths (77%) were from five through fifteen years old. One hundred
and five (162) of the children were between three and six years old. Distribution

of children by year of birth and type of handicap is given in Table 3.

RECEIVING OR NCT RECEIVING SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES

Kind of School Child Attended

Responses regarding kind of school the child attended were given for 678
of the 755 children. Ove; one~-half (522, N = 354) of these 678 children were
enrolled in public elementary schools. An additional 92 children (14%) were
enrolled in public secondary schools, making a total of 446 (66%) of the
children enrolled in public schools. Seventy-six (11%) of the children were
enrolled in private special education schools while 71 (10%) of the children
were enrolled in state sponsored schools. Distribution of children by kind

of school attended is shown in Table 4.

Enrollment in a Public School Special Education Program

Information on enrollment in public school special education programs was
given for 689 of the 755 children. Over three-fourths (77%) of the 689
children were not enrolled in a public school special education program while
159 (23%) were enrolled. Of the 446 low incidence handicapped children enrolled
in the public elementary and secondary schools, only 134 children were receiving

special education services.
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As indicated in Table 4, 300 of the 755 low incidence handicapped children
identified were receiving special education services through public school
special education programs, state schools, private schools, out-of-state schools,
or receiving school instruction at home.

The remaining 455 children--over one-half of those identified--were not
receiving special education services. For the purposes of planning, children
for whom there was no information regarding school and special education services
were placed in the category of not receiving any special education services.
Thus, the 455 children not receiving special education services include 312
children in the public schools, 37 children who are receiving no instruction
at all, 30 children who were listed as enrolled in "other" kinds of schools

and 76 children for whom there was no information on schooling.

CHILDREN NOT RECEIVING SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES

Of the 455 children who were not receiving special education services,
252 (55%) were male and 203 (45%) were female; approximately the same percentage

distribution as the total group of low incidence handicapped children.

Types of Handicaps

Again, over one-half (56%, N = 256) of the 455 children not receiving special
education were identified as having some type of hearing impairment. The largest
number (226, 50%) of the children were categorized as having an unspecified
hearing loss, 27 as hard of hearing, and only 3 children were categorized as
deaf. Thus, of the 69 children identified as deaf in the total group of 755,

66 were receiving special education services

Visual handicaps were identifed for 62 (14%) of the children not receiving
special education, with 31 children categorized as partially seeing, 26 as
having an unspecifieérvisual impuirment and 5 as blind. Thus, of the 26
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blind children in the total group of 755 children, 21 were receiving special
education services.

Sixty-one (13%) of the children not receiving special education were
identified as multiply handicapped and 60 (13%) cf the children as physically

handicapped.

Residence

The greatest number of children not receiving special education resided
in the same three counties mentioned previously for the total group. Knox
County had the largest number (93, 21%), 89 (20%) of the children resided in
Rock Island County, and 74 (17%) in Henry County.

Knox-Warren Special Education Department has responsibility for the largest
number of children (130, 29%), West Central Illinois Cooperative has the second
largest number of children (118, 26%), Blackhawk Special Education District
follows with 108 (24%) of the children, and Henry-Stark Special Education
District has 88 or 202 of the children. Distribution of children not receiving
special education by type of handicap, county of residence and special education
district of residence is shown in Table 2.

In examining figures for children not receiving special education presented
in Table 2, it might be noted that:

1. tixty percent of the children identified as having an unspecified
hearing loss live in three counties; 55 (25%) reside in Rock
Island County, 49 (22%) in Knox County and 29 (13%) in Henry
County.

2. Fifteen (25%) of the children identified as physically handicapped
reside in Knox County, 12 in Schuyler County, and 11 in Henry
County.

3. Thirteen children idertified as multiply handicapped reside in
Rock Island County, 11 in Henry County and 10 each in McDononugh

and Fulton Counties.
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The largest number (11) of children identified as having an
unspecified visual impairment live in Knox County. The
maximum number in any other county is five children.

5. The largest number (9) of partially seeing children live in
Henry County.

6. The maximum number of hard of hearing children for any one
county is seven.

7. There are three children identified as deaf and five identified
as blind who are not receiving special education services.

Age

Year of birth was given for 384 of the 455 low incidence handicapped
children not receiving special education. Again, each year of birth was
represented from 1951 to 1970 for an age range of one year to twenty vears cld.
Over one-fourth (287, N = 109) of the children were six and seven years olds,
over one-half (54%Z, N = 209) were from five through nine years old and three-
fourths (752 N = 290) were from four through twelve years old. Seventy-four
children were born in 1966, 1967 and 1968, or were three, four and five vear
olds while 14 children were one and two year olds. Distribution of children
who are not receiving specZal education by type of handicap and age is shown

in Tabie 3.

Handicap, Age and Location

As mentioned previously, after the children who are not receiving special
education services have been screened by professionals to determine the degree
of handicap, planning for special educatiun services should incorporate informa-
tion regarding kind of handicap, age and location of the child. Therefore,
Tables 5~15 indicate the distribution of children in each county by the type
of handicap identified by the original sources and year of birth. For tﬁ;
purposes of this report, the tables are in summary form, combining ages.
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The special education cooperatives were given crossbreaks of children

categorized by each handicap by each age for each county.

L EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES FOR LIH CHILDREN

The 300 children from the eleven counties who were receiving special
education services were enrolled in a total of 31 special education schools,
programs or other facilities.* Thirteen of these schools or programs were
within the eleven counties, twelve were located in other counties in the state
of Illinois and six were out-of-state facilities.

The Survey of Schools and Agencies was mailed or delivered to approximately

50 Illinois schools and agencies who might conceivably be providing special
education services to low incidence handicapped children. Responses were
received or collected from 21 of these educational resour: s.

0f the 21 resources which responded, twelve served hard of hearing
children, nine served deaf children, eight served physically handicapped
children, seven served multiply handicapped children, five served partially
seeing handicapped children and four reported that they served unspecified
hearing loss, blind, unspecified visual impairments and other kinds of handicaps.

The resources who responded ieported that they served a total of 1,124

low incidence handicapped children during the 1971-72 school year, with a total

full and part time staff of 445. The resources reported that they could serve
an additional 74 children with their current staff or an additional 112 children
with their current physical facilties.

A listing was made of four additional educational resources, who did not
respond to the questionnaire but, although they are located outside of the
eleven counties, did provide special education services to children in the

eleven county survey.

*These facilities included schools for mentally retarded children who are also
multiply handicapped.
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The total listing of information from the 21 schools and agencies which
responded and as much information as possible from those which did not respond
was given to the sponsors. The list included a total of 25 schools, programs

and agencies in Illinois which serve low incidence handicapped children from

the eleven counties.

Of these 25 educational resources, twelve served hard of hearing, eleven
served multiply handicapped, ten served physically handicapped and deaf, seven
served other kinds of handicaps, six served partially seeing and four served
unspecified hearing loss :«.d unspecified visual impairment. The number of

special education services provided by the 25 schools is indicated in Table

16.

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

The usual challenge in the delivery of special education services to a
largely scattered pupil population is cne of transportation of children into
settings which take full cognizance of their age ranges and educational needs.
Although services to these children are mwandated, we may be doing a great
disservice to children by considering extensive transportation networks as
the only possible solution to the problem.

There are a variety of possible alternatives in program design:

1. Moving children, either on a "needs arise" basis or full-time.

2. Moving staff: itinerant teacher program.

3. Utilizing existing state residential facilities. The functions
of such institutions might be broadened to include more multiply
handicapped children. Such facilities might also be decentralized.

4. Foster or "short stay" homes; development of a "school week"
home concept.

5. Boarding homes~--particularly for older handicapped children.
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10.

Parent education and carry-over into the home of the "Prescription
For Educational Development" by bringing parents and children

to demonstratjon centers. University affiliated laboratory schools
might be utilized for this purpose,

Utilization of new means of dissemination of information and
skills to parents and teachers-~television, radio, telephone,
correspondence-type schools for handicapped children and their
parents, enrichment utilizing special techniques and devices.

In-service education for regular teachers and principals to
enhance their skills in working with handicapped children.

Providing supervisory specialists who have gkill in performing
in-service education.

Within the 1limits imposed by transportation, time and distance
factors, regional (across Special Education Joint Agreement
District Lines) services should be developed.

Even prior to detailed program design, following one or more of the alterna~

tives listed above, it is important that the users of the data generated from

this survey recognize the need for refinement of the findings. Specifically,

it is recommended:

1.
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Each Specfal Education Joint Agreement District should convene

2 study group to review the many ramifications of the survey as
they apply to their area. Plans should be made to keep the data
current. Follow-up of children now identified should be part

of the continuing program.

The categories of low incidence handicaps utilfzed in this survey
are often too broad to have educational significance. Once the
causes of the handicap are known~-from both the medical and educa-
tional perspective~~there are many fmplications which will emerge
for preventive action. Plans should be made to generate a more
specific medical and educational diagnosis for each child. The
"clinic" approach can be effectively utilized for this purpose.

The diagnostic duplication, with various agencies listing the
same child, was obvious to the project staff. There is a clear
need for a central registry of all low incidence handicapped
children--preferably on a state-wide basis.

Also noted was a widespread inconsistency among agencies as to
the application of the doctrine of confidentiality of records.
Who, among the various professionals, has legitimate access to
information on handicapped children? The Illinois Commission
on Children might seek a clarification of this issue.
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5. Coordination should be sought with health and welfare agencies;
particularly with a view of eliminatinz duplication of gervices.

The role of private agencies should be considered in developing
any delivery plau.

e
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APPENDIX 1

THE QUESTIONNAIRES

Section Page
1. The Survey of Handicapped Children . . . . . 41

2. The Survey of Schools and Agencies Serving
Low Incidercce Handfcapped Children . . . . . 42
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SURVTY OF HANDICAFPED CHILDRES

DIRECTIONS:  Please PRINT the appropriate fnforsation In the sparcs provided.
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WESTERN [LLINOIS UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF EOUCATION
OFFICE OF EDUCATIONAL
MACOMB. ILLINOIS 41433 SERVICES ANO RESEARCH

The four Speciol Educotion districts, Block Howk Areo, Henry -Stork County, Knox-Worren, ond West
Centrol Illinois Speciol Educotion Cooperotive, hove requested the ossistonce of the Office of Educotional
Services ond Reseorch, Western [llinois University, in conducting o survey of children with hondicopping
conditious who reside in the following 11 counties:- Rock Islond, Henry, Mercer, Henderson, Worren,
Honcock, McDorough, Schuyler, Fulton, Knox ond Stork. This informofion will be of greot help to the
four Speciol Educotion districts in providing speciolized educotion services to benefit more children who
need these services.

We ore specificolly interested in identifying ony individual: 1) from the oge of six months to twenty-one
yeors old, 2} who hos o visual, heoring, physicol or multiple hondicop os defined below, and 3) who you
think would benefit now or in the future by receiving speciol educotionol services.

We would oppreciote your filling out the ottoched survey os completely as oossible. Al responses ore
confidentiol and will be used only by the four Specio! Education distrizts. For the item dealing with the
child's hondicop, pleose use the following definitions:

1. Deof: Achild "with o heoring loss opproaching on overoge of 60 or 65 decibels ocross the speech
ronge in the better eor without o heoring oid, ond who is unoble to develop longuoge successfully,
even with o heoring oid, without speciol educotion."

2. Hord of heoring: A child "in whom the sense of heoring, olthough defective, is functional with or
without o heoring oid, but whose heoring loss couses o longuoge deficit rendering him unable to
moke ¢l use of the regulor school experience without speciol devices."

3. Unspezified heoring loss: A child whose generol behovior or clossroom performonce oppeors to be :
offected by o heoriny foss. ;

4. Blind: A child is considered blind if "his corrected vision in the better eye is 20/200 or less."
5. Portiolly seeing: A child i: considered portiolly seeing on the basis of "visual ocuity of 20/200 to
20770."

6. Unspecified visuol impairment: A child whose generol behovior or clossroom performonce oppeors
to be offected by some visvol impairment .

7.  Physicolly hondicopped: A child "must be physicolly hondicopped to o degree which necessitotes
special focilities. This ossumes the presence of one of the following: 0) o congenitol hondicopping
condition, b) o chronic long-term illness, c) o hondicopping condition resulting from on ocute
illness, o troumotic episode or o surgicol procedure."

8.  Multiply hondicopped: A child who has two or more hondicops of ony noture which require, or will
require, speciol educotion services.

Pleose return ke questionnaire to the principoal of your school by March 24, 1972, We greotly oppreciote
your coope:stion. Thonk you.

r. Notali¢ Ljeoull

Or. Victor . arali LA
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SURVLY OF SCHOOLS AND AGEMCIES SERVING LOU INCIDEICE MANDICAPPED CILPPEM

Tirectlons- Please PRIUT or TYPE the information in the space proviced,
estimating fipures vhere necessary.

1. P’are of your echool or agencr

2. Mdress of your scuool or agencw

urber Street
) Cite State ?ip code
C-ounty -
3. lame and Title of Contact Persc
’ J'are Title

4. Types of Jov incidence handicapped children served at vour school or afency.
(Check all tnat apply) (See definitions on Survey of Mancicag.oed Thildren)

1. Leaf _ 4. 51lind 7. Physicalls
hepdicanped
2. Hard of hearing __S. Dartially seein~ __ 8. "myltiply
handicanped
3. Unspecified hearire loses __". Yrerecified visual 2. Other fPlzase
irnoirmant “pecify)

5. "ind of school or facflity:

1. Public elementarr schhol 7. State residence echool

facility
2. Public secondary or jurior hi~ achool __%. State day school facilit:-
_.3. Private school ) 7. Otker (Pleasz g-ccifv)

_4. Private snecial education school

€. Ustimated number of lov_sncidence handicapped children served 3in 1071-72
achool year_ e

7. Istimated number of lor incidence handicapped children vou could serve
vith no additional staff .

f. Estimated number of lov incicence handicabped children you could serve “ith

no additional phveical facilities .
€. dumber of current staff workine directly rith lotr incidence handicapped
chfldren (such as teachers, nurses, theranists, aides-full or nart time)

"lease return the cuestionnaire by Yay 5, 1777 to:

ilatalie Snroull

0ffice of Educational Servies & Pegearch
Collere of Education, 407 Stipes Mall
Vestern Illinois Universitv

’acomh, Illinods 81455

o~
19

fle rreatly appreciate your cooperation. Thank wvou.

At s

Stedy, e,
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UNIVERSITY NEWS SERVICES
Western lllinois University

Jor Gagie, Direstor {309} 899 6493

IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Mailed: 3-16-72

MACOMB, ILL.--An 1l-county search for children needing special educational
services, ages six months to 21 years old, is being conducted by four special
education districts with the assistance of the Western 111i: 0is"University Office
of Educational Services and Research (ESAR) .

Anyone knowing of children with handicapping conditicus; who are not presently
receiving special educational services, should con*act their local school
superintendent before April 1. These conditions include visual, hearing, physical
or multiple handicaps; they do not includc mental ret::+ tiom.

The 11 counties are Fulton, Hancock, Henderson, Henry, Knox, McDonough, Mercer,
Rock Island, Schuyler, Stark and Warren. The four special education districts are:
Black Hawk Area; Henry-Stark County; Knox-Warren; and West Central Illinois Special
Education Cooperative.

The project is being supported by a grant to WIU's ESAR from Black Hawk
Title VI Special Education Region. It is entitled "Educational Needs Assessment
of Low Incidence Handicapped Children in Eleven Illinois Counties."

Project co-directors are: Dr. Victor Wenzell, professor and chairman of
the WIU department of special education; and Dr. Natalie Sproull, ESAR research
consultant.

After completion of ‘his project, more extensive diagnostic evaluation will be
necessary o identify specific levels of handicap for each child.

-mjg-
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ESTERN ILLINGIS UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
M L . OFFICE OF EDUCATIONAL
SERVICES AND RESEARCH

LETTER TO REGIONAL SUPERINTENDLNTS

Dear Mr,

This letter is o follaw-up of the February 25 mecting cf the Rapianal Superintandents with
parsannel of the four special education cacperotives: Mr. Culbronsan, Regicnal Coordinatar;
Or. Bowen, Mr. Handlay, Mr. Johnson end Mr. Potterson, District Directors.

The purpose of the meeting was to: 1) inform the Regianol Superintendents of the survey of
handicapped children being conducted by the Dffice of Educational Sarvices and Research,
Westarn illirais University, of the request of the four special education coaperatives, ord
2) to request the assistance of the Regionul Superintendents in distributing the questionraires
ta the schaols in the 11 counties,

We were very orateful for the coaparation assured us by the Regionol Superintendents wra
ottendad the meeting,

As discussad ot the meeting, the Regianal Superintendents would writc o letter, on their
own lettertheod, ta eoch of thair Ristrict Superintendents and enclose it with tha guesticr-
naires. The District Superintendants would then distribute the questionnaires to each of
thair principals. Enclcsed is o suggested latter fram you to each District Superirntendent for
your considzration. Pleasc Feel frea to madify the suggested letter in ony woy you feel
would imprave the response. The timetable is also inciuded in the enclased letter,

As mentianed in the enclased letter, we ore osking ench principal to moil the questionnaires
directly to the Office of Educational Servicas and Researsh by March 24. !f you have ony
questians, plcose feel free to call Notalie Sprout! cr Victor Wenzell (*1U) or ony of the
Speciol Education Directars. .
We greatly appreciate your caaparétion. Wa oll facl thot this information will be of oraat
help ta the four speciol education caaperotives in providing speciol education services to
benefit mare children wha need these servicas. Thonk you!

Cordially,

YA

N oo nd
7

., :
Natalic Spraull
. .

1 \| . \

Victor Yenzell
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Regionol District

LETTER TO DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS

Dear (District Superintendent):

The four Speciol Educotion districts, Block Hawk Area, Henry=Stork County, Knox-Worren,
ond West Central lllinois Special Educotion Cooperative, have requested the ossistonce

of the Office of Educotiona! Services ond Research ¢+ Western lllinois University, in conduct-
ing o survey of children with hondicapping conditions who reside in the following 11 counties:
Rock Islond, Henry, Mercer, Henderson, Worren, Hancock, McDonough, Schuyler, Fulton,
Knox, ond Stork, This information will be of great help to the four Speciol Education

districts in providing speciolized educotion services to benefit more children who need these
services, ’

They are specifically interested in identifying ony individual: 1) from the age of six months
to twenty-one years old, 2) who hos o visual, hearing, physicol or multiple hondicop os
defined, ond 3) who you think would benefit now or in the future by receiving speciol
educational services, .

We would oppreciote your cooperation by distributing ten (10) questionnaires to the principal
of euch school in your district, With each ten questionnaires o fetter is enclosed asking the
principal to give them to the person he feels would know of any child with one of the handi-
cops listed who is not now enrolled in o speciol educotion closs, This person might be a
schoal counselor, o school nurse, o sociol worker, o school psychiotrist or parhops the prin-
cipal himself, The questionnaires moy be duplicoted if more ore needed.

The completed questionnaires should be returned to the principal of each school on or before

March 24, Please osk each principal to moil the completed ques:ionnoires by March 24,
1972 to:

Natolie Sproul!

Office of Educotional Services and Research
College of Educotion, 402J Stipes Hall
Westarn lllinois University

Macomb, Illinois 61455

We greatly oppreciote your cooperation,

Regional Superintendent)

TIME SCHEDULE

Sohoo)

Superintendents) ~> [Superintendents| ~> {Principals  ||Personnel

-|Principals

March 8-10 March 1315 Mar, 15-17 Mo'rch

MAIL TO:| Office of Ecucotional Services & Researcd

LR
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LETTER TO PRINCIPALS

Dear Princlpol:

The folt Special Education districts, Black Hawk Area, Henry-Stork Caunty, Knox=-
Warren, and West Central Illinols Speclal Education Cooperative, have requested the essistance
of the Office of Educational Services and Ressorch, Western lilinols University, In conducting a
survey of children with handicapping conditions who reside In the following Il ceunties: Rock
lland, Henry, Marcer, Henderson, Warren, Hancock, McDonough, Schuyler, Fulton, Knox
ond Sterk. This Information will be of great help fo the four Speclal Education districts in
providing specialized education services fo benefit more children who need these services.

They ore specifically intersted in identifylng any Individual: 1) from the age of six_
months to twenty-one years old, 2) who has o visuol, hearing, physical or multiple handicap
as defined, ond 3) who you think would benefit new or In the future by receiving speciol
educational services.

We would eppreclate your cooperation by glving these ten questionnaires to the person
you feel would know of any child with one of the handlcapping conditions listed, who Is : not
now envolled In o speciol education class. This person might be a schoo! counselor, a school
nurse, « soclal worker or scheo! psychologist. Please feel free to duplicate the questionnaire
if you need more.

The completed questionnalres should be retumed fo you on or before March 24, 1972,
We would oppreciote your malling them by March 24, 1972 to:

Natalie Sproul!

Offlce of Educotional Services & Research
College of Education, 402J Stipes Hal!
Western [llinols University

Macomb, {ilinols 61455

We greatly oppreciote your help In this attempt to locate handicapped children who
need or will need speciol education services.

Would you please indichte below the number of such children you have identified and
enclose this form with the completed questionnaires. 1f there ore no known children with
these handicaps in yeur area, pless enter a 0 in the box. Thaik you.

Number of children with the listed hondicops from our grea:

48
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WESTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
MACOMB. LL.NOIS . - OFFICE OF EDUCATIONAL
SERVICES AND RESEARCH

LETTER TO DAY CARE CENTERS AND PRIVATE SCHOOLS

The four Speciol Education districts, Block Hawk Arca, Henry=Stark County, Knox-Warren,
and Wast Central IHlinois Special Education Cooperative, have requestad the assistanco of the
Offica of Educational Services ond Reszarch, Western Illinois University, in conducting o survey
of children with handicapping conditions who reside in the following 11 counties: Rock Island,
Henry, Mercer, Henderson, Warren, Hancock, McDonough, Schuyler, Fulton, ¥nox and Stark.
Tkis information will be of great help to the four Special Education districts in providing special-
izad cducation services to benefit more children whe noed these services.

Wz are specifically interasted in identifying any individual; 1) from the ago of six months
to twenty-one years old, 2) who hos o visual, hearing, physical or multiple handicap as defined,
and 3) who you think would benefit now or in the future by receiving special educational sarvices.

Wa would appreciate your cooperation by filling out the enclosed questionnaires for any_
child you krow with one of the handicapping conditions listed who is not now enrolled ina
spaciol education class. if you should need more questionnaires, please either contoct us or
feel fre to duplicate the questionnaire.

In ordar to include these children in the survay, please raturn the completed questionnaires
by April 3, 1972 to:

Natalie Sproull

Office of Educationol Services & Rescarch
College of Educotion, 402J Stipas Hall
Wastern lifinols University

Macomb, [llinols 61455

Ve greotly appraciate your help in this ottempt to focate handicapped children who nead
or will need spacial education services.

Would you please indicate below the number of such childran you hove identified ond
enclose this form with the completed questionnoires, If there aro no known children with
thess handicaps in your area, please enter o 9 in the box. Thank you,

Number of children with the {istod handicops from our area: {

Cordiolly,
Fu e Lt

talie Sproull J
Lt 49
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WESTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY ! -
H COLLEGE OF EQUCATION

. oges : OFFICE OF EDUCATIONAL
MACOMSB. ILLINOIS : ; SERVICES AlD NeaONAL

M LETTER TO SCHOOLS AND AGENCIES PROVIDING SPECIAL EDUCATION

The four Speciol S-ducotion districts, Block Howk 4
ond “ast Cantrol lilinois Spaciol € ‘ucation Cooperetive, with the ossistonce of the Nifice

of Educotional Sarvices ond R-search, Viastorn {llinois University, ore conducting- 1) o survey
of schools and opencies serving low incidence hondicoppe children , ond 2) ¢ survay of
children with low incidence handicepping conditions who residz in the following 1l counties:
Zeck Islond, Henry, Marcer, Henderson, Viarren, Honcock, McNonouch, Schuyler, Fulton,
Knox ond Stark. This information will ba of greot help to tha four Speciol Edycotion

districts in providing speciolize educetion sarvices to benefit more children who nzed these
sérvicos,

reo, Henry-Stork County, Xnox-"/orren

Enclosgzd is o questionnoire entitied "Survey of “chools ond *gencizs Serving Low Incidence
Hondicopped Children." ‘e would oppreciote your completing this questionnaira using
estimoted fipures i.* occurate ones are not ovailoble. Oefinitions of low incidence
hondicopped children oppoar on the “Survey of Hondicopped Children” {pink sheets).

Also enclosed ore questionnoires to identify low incidence hondicopped individuels:

1) from the eleven counties listed obove, %) from the 0g2 of six months to twenty-one
years old, ond 3) who nead or will need speciol edycotion services or who ore currently
receiving speciol educotion sarvices in public or privote focilities.

Pleose feel free to duplicote the questionnaires if more copies orz neaded.

Thonk you. e greotly oppreciote your help in this attempt to locote children who are
receiving o1 should receive speciol educotion services,

Cordially,

’ oty

.. - (PR
tolie Sproult

iy

J}v“: Al \la

Victor \*&mze"
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WESTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY

MACCOMB, ILLINOIS (- an

COLLEGE OF EOUCATION
OFFICE OF EOUCATIONAL
SERVICES ANO RESEARCH

LETTER TO OTHER SCHOOLS AND AGENCIES

The four Special Education districts, Black Hawk Area, Henry-Stork County, Knox-Warren,
and West Central lilinois Special Educotion Cooparative, with the ossistonce of the Office of
Educational Services and Research, Western Illinois University, are conducting o survey of
children with low=incidence hondicapping conditions who reside in the following 11 counties:
Rock Islond, Henry, Mercer, Hendarson, Warren, Hancock, McDonough, Schuyler, Fulton,
Knox ond Stork. This information wili be =f areat help to the four Speciol Education districts
in providing speciolized education services to benefit mor2 children who need these services.

We are specifically interested in identifying any individual: 1) from the oge of six moaths to
twenty-one years old, 2) who has a visual, hearing, physical or multiple hondicap os defined
on tha questionnaire, and 3) who you think would benefit now or in the future by receiving
speciol educational services. This does not Include mentally retarded individuals unless they
are multiply hondicopped.

Ve have olready contocted the more than 300 schools in the 11 counties, Doy Core centers
ond selected ogencles for help in identifying individuals who reside in the 11 counties:

1) who need or will need speciol education services, or 2) who are currently receiving speciol
education services in public or privote facilities.

We would welcome any suggestions (or names of ony zuch individuals) you might hove in order
to identify almost oll individuals who need or ore receiving special education services, Our
dato collection deadiine is April 17,

Enclosed are copies of the questionnaire which indi~ates the information we ore collecting
for each individual. Please feel free to duplicote the questionnaire if it is of ony use to you,

Thank you. We greatly appreciote your help in this attempt to serve more children who need
speciol educotion services.

Cordiolly,
_/. )(‘ . rl'-.((.;/ v"' LHLs eé
. /
jolie Sproyl!
i

Iy o

Victor Wenzell 51




