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L:f ' on a s1m1lar top1c

As the b1centenn1al of the Amer1can Revolut1on approaches, the S

: oratory and polem1c 11terature of that conf‘ 1ct prom1se to become popular

subJects of 1nterpretat1on by rhetor1cal cr1t1cs The sheer volume of th1s

rhetor1cal d1scourse poses spec1al problems of methodology and focus to )

the cr1t1c By 1775 there were th1rty-e1ght newspapers 1n the Amer1can 7

colon1es crowded w1th columns of arguments and counter arguments" 1n '

5 adopt an approach s1m1lar to the consensus or :

1deal1st" school of h1stor1ans headed,by;Edmund S Morgan Morgan :i
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- colon1es "11es in the emergence, not of Cpropaganda] 1eaders and methods,r

- and organ1zat1ons, but of well defmed const1tut1ona1 pr1nc1p1es. n.

Wh11e the propaganda and 1dea11st approaches have y1e1ded reveahng

stud1es each approach 1s fragmentary and prov1des a 1ess than sat1sfy1ng

i i ] o or1entatlon for rhetor1ca1 cr1t1c1sm. The propaganda approach 1mpl1es

ERRY

7’ that Revolut1onary 1eaders fed carefully concocted p1eces of persuas1on to
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’a nass1ve aud1ence. It focuses on techn1que and draws attent1on away from 7

. R : T - -

IR s Thhe

substance. In short 1t reduces the rhetor1c of the Amer1can Revolut1on to’

A Y

- mere rhetor1c., These 11m1tat1ons have conv1nced h1stor1an Bernard

7Ba11yn that the whole—1dea of propagand 71n
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Revolutlon, d1d operate 1n the Revolutlonary rhetor1c.7 Spec1f1ca11y, the

. present study suggests a cr1t1ca1 approach focusmg on the not1on of myth-

making 1n the rhetor1c of the Amer1can Revolutmn and prov1des a- case

) N 7 study in th1s method by ;exammmgr the persuas1ve711teratureiof Francls )
* o Hopkmson, a 1ead1né Revolutlonary spokesman.'ﬁ e
: o The }ﬁrth‘Making Function R
T i ) Arthtlr L Sm1th descr1bes the two bas1c d1mens10ns ofrevolhtlonary o
i rhetor1c as. aggressron and un1f1cat10n Aggresslve rhetor1c 1s7served by |
: three rhetortcal 7strateg1es- ( 1) v111f1cat10n--verba1 attack on an oppos1t1on




[emphas1s added] "12 In add1t1on, 1f revolutlonary rhetors bel1eve the1r

own rhetor1c, 1t must 1nf1uence them as well as the1r aud1tors They be-'

- come controlled by the very appeals they employ Pol1t1cal s...1ent1st Max

J Sk1dmore speaks to. th1s po1nt when he observes that 'h1stor1cally, o

Amer1cans more often seem to have been the pr1soners of the1r words,

3
-

'354 rather than cyrucal man1pulators usmg language for pollt1cal advantage "13

- - ] 7

}hrth-making ; then, m1ght be more properly cons1dered a funct1on of revolu-ﬁ )

.

tlonary rhetor1c, rather than a planned strategy of the rhetor.

.

Whereas aggress1ve rhetor1c, 1n Sm1th's sense, 1s dependent on a

i '21519'!, to the1rayd1enee Brandes suggests that because: ,the symbols of :
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- Amerlcan,Negros'

The quest1on of Amemcan 1dent1ty centered on how Amer1cans per-

7 ceived themselves What did they feel un1ted them*’ What character1st1cs

d1d they regard as un1quely the1rs ? And what dest1ny did they _magme for '

-

the1r young country? By attempt1ng to resolve these quest1ons, the rhetor1c
of the Amer1can Revolut1o.l fulf1lled a myth1cat1on funct1on not d1ss1m1lar to

the present day Black revolut1on1sts creatlon of a Plack 1dent1ty among

17 -

The strateg1es of aggress1ve rhetor1c may also be employed to sup-

port the myth1cat1on funct1on In order to bolster morale and win over the

7 "tr1mmers who hes1tated between the Loyal1st and Patr1ot camps, Revolu-

Amer1can unity- The Br1t1sh themselves acknowledged "that the rebels

t1onary spokesmen both attaclred the enemy and attempted to promote N

e

had some d mn'd good wr1ters on the1r s1de of the questlon "18 Certa1nly

) ~one of those "d mn'd good wr1ters ‘was Franc1s Hopkxnson, who has been

character1zed by llterary h1stor1an Bruce Granger as "the foremost essay-

st of the Revo’lut1on "19 Hopk1nson, a member of the colon1al ar1stocracy

7 7 and Ph1ladelph1a s 1ntellectual el1te, could be cons1dered somcthmg of a .

15 1776 (excerpts publ1shed 1n Hast1ngs, llopklnson, pp 205 206), and

(5) "Date Obolum Relesar1o, " Pennsylvan1a Packet Apr11 22 1778

28M1chael McG1ffert ed The Character of Amer1cans A Book of

Read1ngs (Homewood Ill The Dorsev Press, 71964) pp.—v~v1

29Sm1th Rhetor1c of Black Revolut1on, p 40
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well as a conscious effort to define America and Americans. Hopkinson's

persuasive efforts exemplify the mythication lfunct:ion and,show how aégres-

sive strategies are interwoven with it. - -

Hopkmson s rhetor1ca1 works reveal both tho author and h1s ‘audience.

: H1.= rhetor1c conta1ns what Edw1n Black ca11s "the ‘second persona --the

— ;Amerman aud1tor 1mp11ed by his d1scours 7the "beckon1ng archtype of

Lov b ke s

ré'i'_ 7 ) 7 -t ther new Amerlcan. 21 To be effect1ve, Hopkmson had to 11nk support for
the Revolutlon w1th the be11efs of h1s Amer1can pubhc wh11e at the same
f’t1me re1nterpret1ng and restructur1ng their behefs in order to create a new
seh-awareness. ] One of h1s pr1nc1p1e veh1c1es forfaccomphshmg these
7 5 ] 7 - Tgoals was pol1t1ca1 sat1re wh1ch by v1rtue of 1ts 1nd1rect1on, ga1ned access

- toa broader aud1ence than d1d h1s harsher propaganda .

- - ST LT - 3

Kenneth Burke 'ma1nta1ns that* cr1t1ca1 or 1mag1native works are.

7 7 *fr'answers to- questlons posed by the s1tuat10n in wh1ch they arose,. They are 77 ]
) - not mere1y answers they are st teg1c ans\yers;¢ tyhzed answers. , - : 3
7 o ,"Every document bequeathed to us by h1story, ! Burke cont1nues, , must be 7 ; %:
treated as a strategy for encompass1ng a s1tua1:1on.r"?r2 If one accepts R K :

361b1d 3

B T i - =

= E 37Hopk1nson exp11c1t1y ce1ebrated the Amertcan de st1ny 1n two - i

) ‘ B 'theatmcal product1ons. The f1rst The Temple of M1nerva, wais a sem1- o ' ,
i , - operat1c allegory 1n two scenes performed in Ph11ade1ph1a on Dec. 11 . :, B s

1781 before a small prtvate aud1ence wh1ch 1nc1uded George Wash1ngton

& - o and h1s w1fe. Hopklnson promptly pubhshed the 11bretto as "The Temple of ,

=
=




Burke s po1nt of v1ew, then Hopkmson's rhetor1c must be cons1dered not

* T L T - -
= : 7 o only as de11berate persuaslon but a1so as a 1ess consc1ous attempt to re-

solve the personal problem of an Amer1can 1dent1ty. :

Hopklnson exemphﬁes the new Amer1can seekmg a nat1ona1 1dent1ty.

- Prior to the Revolutlon he v1ewed h1mse1f as a loyal and proud c1tlzen of

i the Br1t1sh Emp1re. ) G1ven h1s background and the pro-Br1t1sh sent1ments
¥ - 7 expressed 1n h1s early wr1t1ngs, 1t 1s surpr1s1ng that he d1d not become a 7 4

Loyahst He had many Tory connect1ons whose favor he could 111 afford to

) lose, 1nc1ud1ng h1s cousm by marnage, Lord North George III's prlme

I o oo
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nat1ona1 1dent1ty. Hopk1nson S rhetor1c contr1buted to a mythlcatlon funct1on

— - - . - ")

- wh1ch f111ed th1s vo1d and thus fozmed an 1mportant part of Amer1can Revolu- ) 7

- t;onar;,;ipeirsu,:as;on; :
His speeches andiwrit’ings«hetWeen 1774 and 1&7" reﬂect a drasticr

change 1n h1s not1on of how Amer1ca was t1ed to England Before the Revolu-

) Lo t1on he defmed Amerlca 1n terms of 1ts ch11d parent" re1at10nsh1p w1th
T T Br1ta1n--but by 1’778 he 1nvoked the power of myth - by symbohzmg

- Amer1ca as an orphan ch11d of God ordamed to be the new host of the ' x 77

7 "Goddess Freedorn. f‘ Th1s transformat1on perm1tted the assertlon of a’




d1spe1 Amer1cans' "colon1a1—m1nded" awe of England Wh11e other 11terary

'_ propagand1sts such as Ph111p Freneau aroused b1tter hatred aga1nst Eng-

land Hopklnson often humorously behttled her and contrasted what he

T -

: cons1dered the nat10na1 characters of Enghshmen and Amer1cans 307 o

} A ca11 for a. sense of Amer1can ness dom1nated much of Hopkmson s

Revolutlonary rhetor1c He ch1ded those Amer1cans who looked up to the

Enghsh "as patterns of perfectlon in a11 th1ngs.," Colon1a1 rule he ma1n- '

ta1ned had produced a shameful dependence on Enghsh taste and thought

Instead of ap1ng the1r Pr1t1sh enem1es, Hopkmson asserted Amer1car.s

[
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: 1ngenu1ty and Br1t1sh 1nept1tude at wag1ng war. W1dely publlshed and sung o J '
- j “to the tune of Yankee Doodle, the ballad became one of the most popular S
7 7';5:{”'camp songs of the Revolutlon 3417 - B

W 1th obv1ous glee, Hopk1nson further 1ns1sted that Amerlcans were
- generally more knowledgeable and 1ntellectually 1nqu1r1ng than Engl1shmen

‘7 S He expressed shock at the extreme 1gnorance of the common people [_'of
N Englanc:l] " who knew only the1r part1cular branch of bus1ness " L1ttle

e 7Eng1and he scorned was the Br1t1sher s un1verse 35 77’. - ,‘:7—::
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e first principles of government' and amuses h1mse1f



" The future glory of Amer1ca became an art1cle of fa1th w1th Hopkm- )

'{ son, and apparently W1th h1s aud1ence as well In a theatr1cal productlon

- - : ] most d1st1ngu1shed for 1ts und11uted patr1ot1sm, Hopklnson had the goddess )

Mlnerva pra1se Columb1a in- s1x tortured stanzas and then procl'“m "The )

P Gods decree/ That she shall be/ A natlon great confess. © _merica was
- 7 dest1ned to be the home of l1berty, the generator of gen1us, and a center of
_';—r_commercev.,— . -

Hopkmson llberally sprmkled the words "l1berty" and ”freedom

throughout h1s works. In one of h1s camp ballads he announced that "Fa1r

who had prev1ously '

i:Freedom 7:'Br1ta1ﬁf;her throne erected,/ B .,for-lj

Mook towar

he asserted,
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A 7,7'm‘echanica1 arts ’in America by se1ect1ng Washlngton and Frankhn as 1ts

- 7great Revoluhonary leaders 41 7 7 e
Wh11 ER 100 xg;y felt and warmly rece1ved Hopk1nson s conceptof the

’ ‘Amerlcan dest1ny:'rema1ned somewhat vague —and' 1ncomp1ete Perhaps he .

N ,best captured h1s 1mprec1se v1s1on of the Amer1can future in a s1ng1e

'f stanza wh1ch he 1nc1uded 1n both an- ode and an oratlon

- **Sc1ence shall flour1sh--Gen1us stretch her w1ng,

) :In nat1ve stra1ns Columb1an Muses s1ng .

L Wealth crown the Arts,, and Just1ce cleanse her scales, e

portanti,funct1on of;h1s rhetor1c as. a unlfylng forcel1: the new nat1on. From ’

s —',gen;us, ’and commerce" to the

IText Providad by ERIC.
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 status of ' u1t1mate terms or uncontested terms of Revolutlonary Amer-
ica. Symbols of th1s sort m1ght be cons1dered a common denom1nator
un1t1ng Amer1cans and g1v1ng them a spec1a1 1dent1ty 44 ’

Hopklnson s rhetor1c was not at a11 unusual S1m11ar'appea1s to ari

un1que Amer1can character and dest1ny echoed from other Revolut1onary

spokesmen and the seeds of these appeals can be traced back to the ser-

mons and tracts of the colon1a1 settlerrsnt per1od 45 More 1mportant the

myth1cat1on themes wh1ch flowered 1n the rhetor1c of the Revolut1on cont1n-

o ued to grow durmg at 1east the next hundred years of Amer1can patr1ot1c 7
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FOOTNOTES

1Bernard Ba1lyn, The Ideolog1ca1 Or1g1ns of the Amerlcan Revolu-

t10n (Cambrldge Harvard Umvers1ty Press, 1967) pp 1 8 .
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2For cr1t1ca1 rev1ews of the h1stor1ography of the Amer1can Revolu-
tlon see Gordon S. Wood‘s 1mportant essay, "Rhetorlc and Reahty in the '
. ’7 f’jr—"Amerlcan Revolut1on, 7 W1111am and Mary Quarterly, 3rd Ser 'y 23 (J an

1966) 3 32 Bernard Ballyn, The Or1g1ns of Amerlcan Poht1cs (New York

T 5Kerr, "The Elec’uon Sermon Primer for Revolutlonarles," Sgeechr 77‘ -

MOHOLaPhS 29 (March 1962), ,13 22’? and 'Mlxon, 7"Boston s Artlllery B
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- (March 196 7), 4@ -50.

- oo~ B -

6
Edmund S Morgan and Helen M. Morgan, The Stamp Act Cr1s1s

Prologue to Revolutlon, rev. ed (New York Coll1er Books 1963), p. 369.

‘Ideoloc1ca1 Or1g1ns of the Amer1can Revolut1on, Pp. 1x. Ba11yn

came to th1s conclus1on through a study of over 400 Revolutlonary pam- -

phlets, also see Wood "Rhetor1c and Rea11ty, pp 7- 10, 31,

8The school of h1stor1ca1 1nterpretat1or 1dent1f1ed w1th Edmund S.
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" tion, "Samuel Adarns"Agitational Rhetoric of Revblution—, " UCLA, 719_61'3;'.,

11Although Sm1th does note that these "dev1ces are "not always

: _consc1ously contr1ved 1n an agltator 's rhetor1c, " h1s subsequent d1scuss10n'

of mythlcatlon cons1ders it only asa rhetor1cal techn1que under the d1rect

; contr01 of the ag1tator (Rhetor1c of Black Revolut1on, pp 26 34- 40)

- 13Word Politics: Essays on Language and Politics (Palo Alto, |

ture of the Early(Repuwa» 2nj : ed: ,

1965) 319 335 and E McClung Flem1ng,' "Symbols of the Un1ted States

From Ind1an Queen to Uncle Sarn, " in Front1ers 01 Amer1can Culture, ed

by Ray B Browne, et al (West Lafayette, Ind Purdue Un1vers1ty
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~Studies, 1968), pp. 1-24.

17Fdr discussions of the furlc'..ion of Black icle’ntity in Black ’revolution-

ary rhetor1c, see Sm1th Rhetor1c of Black Revolutlon, pp 34 40 59 61 and

J ames L. Go’ den and R1chard D Rleke, The Rhetorlc of Black Amer1cans

(Columbus Oh1o Charles E Merrlll Publ1sh1ng Co D 1971), p 497 502.

' :f 1—8Unite3 ::St:'afes’ Mag’azine, ,,Ja;';uaéy;; iljz?e,; ,pp.;’31é;4 .

7 19P0111:1cal Sat1re 1n the Amerlcan Revolut1on, 1763 1783 (Ithaca,

N Y Cornell Un1vers1ty Press’ 1960) P "23
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24Durmg the war Hopklnson served as cha1rman of the Contmental

; . Navy Board, Treasurer of Loans for the Un1ted States, and Judge of Ad-

‘ t 7 7 m1ra1ty for Pennsylvan1a, Hast1ngs, Hogkmson, pp 212- 213 218 220

3 : - 234 240 257 and Hast1ngs, Franc1s Hopk1nson and the Amer1can Flag,

f 7 7 General Magaz1ne and H1storlca1 Chron1c1e, 42 (Oct 193 9) 45~ 63 V

% 7 - 251 'or- example, James R. Andrews has traced this sh1ft in "The Rhet- B 7

oric of a Lobby1st BenJamm Frank11n 1n England 1765 1775 " Central

0920 1t s ot

States Speech Journal 18 (Nov 1967) 262- 263 266-267




L T T RO E IR
R SR T L I A |

| e e et s
e “
L Lo

_ - Pennsylvania 'Packet', July ,9,';71788,.'—' i

e g pEE 2

21

391"The Ode, " in "An Account of the Grand Federai ‘Procession, "

40"An Address to the Amemcan thlosop.acal Soc1ety, Held at

Ph11ade1ph1a, For Promot1ng Useful Knowledge Del1vered J anuary 16

1784 " Hopkmson, Essazs, I 360 361 366

41"Observat1ons on the Federal Process1on, " Amer1can Museum, '

7Ju1y 1788, p. 76 o P

42"The Ode" in "An Account of the Grand:Federal Process1on,

46Rhetor1ca1 cr1t1c HOWard H Martm ana h1stor1an Robert P Hay

have both sketched the themes of Amerlca s un1que character and destmy

m fourth of July oratory from 1777 to 1877 see Martm,i 'The Fourth of

July Orat1on, " QJS 44 (Dec. 1958) 393 401 and Hays, "The L1berty
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) 7 ’Treerzr A Symool for Americé.n Patriotsr, " QJS, 55 (Dec. 1969), 414-424;
* Also see Van Alstyne's: dlscussmn of "The Revolutmn and its Mythology, 7, ot *
in The Genesis of Amerlcan Natlonahsm, PP. 53 114, _‘ A . '
7 47Leon Howard thorature and the Amerlcan Tradition (Garder; o
Clty, N.Y.: Doubleday and Companv, 1960) p. . 7 - \
7' -} 7 7 | 7N.B. In this paper, the author's term "nvbh-maki~1g" is used interchangably

) wi th Arthur L. Smith's term "nwthication." :

bl b e g 1 e
[ ] !

NTOSPTI




