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ABSTRACT

The major differences between the cultural
nationalists and the revolutionary nationalists stem from different
ideological emphases, disagreemen: on the desirability of alliances
and coalitions with white groups, and diverse views on the
appropriateness of the use of revnlutionary violence at the present
time. They pose fundamental questions which have been debated through
the years. Spokesmen for both of these camps make their points
convincingly, and are confident that their approaches will ultimately
lead to the iiberation of black people in the United States. Unlike
earlier black nationalist movements and leaders, especially the
American Colonization Society and the Universal Negro Improvement
Association, contemporary black nationalist groups and individuals
reject emigration and concentrate on black liberation within the
United States. Most of the spokesmen appear to be convinced that this
goal can be achieved without the establishment of a separate
nation—-state within what is now the United States, but several demand
partition. All of them agree, however, that some form of black
autonomy (separation) is an essential first step in the movement for
black liberation. It might lead to greater political awareness among
blacks, and thereby promote greater solidarity. (Author/JM)
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CONTPORARY BLACK NATIONALISM *

1
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The beginning of the second half of the twentieth century marked a crucial

juncture in the history of hlack people in the United States. It was around

this time that the opprzssion of the black man in America was first recognized
as a social prohlem worthy of consideration. This concern resulted, in large
part, from changing world conditions, especially the political independence
of former Zuropean colonies in Africa and Asia. Since colonialized peoples
throughout the world were demanding freedom and self-determination, it would
not be long, it was felt, before the millions of hlack people in Axerica's
internal coloqy would demand that their status be altered.

In the ninetcen thirties and nineteen forties several judicial decisions
and administrative rulings favorable to black people foreshadowed the Brown
vs Board of Zducation decision of the Supreme Court in 1954. This decision
was hailed by black leaders and white liberals as proof that the stated
Armgrican ideals of freedom and equality were intended to apply to all citizens =
black and white. When southern whites {(both ieaders and rank and file)
publicly declared their intention to preserve racial separation, and thereby
white subremacy, the general feeling was that opposition to the decision was
to be expected but that it would be short lived, and segregated public ed-
ucation would cease "with all deliberate speed." The importance attached
to this decision stemmed, in part, from the feeling of meny blacks that

racially integrated schools would ultirately lead to integration in other

#Prepered for presentation in the series, "Life and Culiurs o Bleck People
in the United States," at Douglase Collsge, Rutgers University, April 15, 1970,




aspects of American life, thereby acceleratirg the nrocess of assimilation.

Since segregation in public education had been declared uncornstitutional
?

leaders of civil rights organizations attacked other forms of racial sesr-

regation and discrimination, especially in the South. Integration was viewed

in each of the major civil rights organizations as the logical reans through

which black people would achieve equzlity witn their white counterparts.

The civil rights moverent, from its beginnings in 1955 to 1ts decline in
1965, championed the cause of racial integration, fraquently to ile point

of viewing this projected ideal state of race relaticns as an end in itself,
rather than a means to an end. When the likelihood or desirability of in-
tegration were questioned, leaders of the major civil rights orgenizations
were quick to issue statements in support of this principle. %While black
nationalists were still to be found in the United States, they were few in
number and were completely overshadowed by the integrationists,

By the mid-nineteen sixties, it was evident to many black people that
the methods and goals of the civil rights movement wers such that they w-ould
not liberate black people from the oppression under which they lived in the
United States. It was at this time that two of the major civil rights organe-
izations, the Congress of Racial Zquality and the Student Nonviolent Coordirating
Committee, which later became the Student National Coordinating Cormittee,
adopted positions in support of black nationalism by embracing the phil-
osophy of black power,

But black nationalism was not a new phenomenon. It had had a long
history in the United States; dating back to the eighteenth century.l And
while Marcus Garvey's Universal Negro Improverment Association, an early
twentisth century nationalist organization which championed bla~k pride

ané black solidarity, achieved tho largest grass roots membership of any




. lack nation~list organization in the history of the United States, 1t 1s
the decade of the ninet~en sixties in which various expressions of black
nationalisr have rad their greatest impact on the black corrunity. Perhaps
more than any other individual, the late Malcolm X is responsihle for tho
current rise of black nationalism.?® It is with these expressions of con-

temporary black nationalism that this pape~ is concerned,

Expressions of Black Nationalism

Mermhership in organizstions which embrace an ideology which may be broadly
defined as nationalist is but one manifestation of black nationalism. At any
point in time, an organization's influcence is likely to extend far beyond its
membership. At the present time expressions of black nationalisk may be
observad throughout the United States *~ a variety of forms., Pew individuals
and families in the black comrmnity heve oscaped the influence of contemporary
black nationalism. And some messure of the scope of this phenomenon 1s re-
flected in the proliferation of national and local black nationalist groups,
organizations and caucauses. They are fournd among college and bigh school
students; in police departments; in the armed forces; among athletes, poets
and playwrights; and in virtually all professional organizations wrich have
black members. On the individual level, hlack nationalism is manifested in
styles of dress, standards of physical beauty, name changes, rusic, the dance,
food habits, and many other aspects of culture.

Many educational institutions, in addition to departrents and institutes
at regular colleges and universities, which are expressly black nationalist
have sprung up in recent years. They 1nclude the Center for Black Education

in Washington, D.C.; Malcolm X Libaration University in Durham, North Carolina;




Naironi College in Palo ilto, Californis; the Topoyraphical Instituin in
Chicago, Illinois; the Institute of the Black Yorld in Atlanta, Georgia;
the Un'versitv of Islam in Chicago, Illinois; and many others, ranging fron
kindergarten to college level. Furthormore, the movement for cormunity

control of the various inscitutions in the black corrunity represents a
nationalist attemprt on the part of black people toward decolonization.
Organizations and groups which ray be described as nationslist cover
a wide spectrum of ideology and practices, ranging anywhere from those which
are prirarily religious or economic to those in which well-defined black
nationalist ideonlogy encorpasses all aspscts of the lives of their members.
Fundarental to all conetmporary black nationalisi ideology, regardless of
organization, are thres characteristics: black solidarity (or black cone
sciousness), pride in cultural heritage, and self-deterrinaticn. At the
present time, there is a proliferation of groups and organizations in the
black cormunity which, although differtent in many ways, embrace this

ideology.

Organized Groups: Philosophies, Obi~ctives, Pistforrs and Prosrars

Black Community Development ard Dafense (BCD), an outgrowth of LeRoi

Jones'! Spirit House }Movers, was founded in Newark, New Jersey in January 1968.
It is dedicated to the creation of a new value system fur the black come
mmity, and utilizes the methods developed by Meulana Ron Xarenga's US
organizaticn in Los ingeles, which inspired its creztion.3 Jones sees the
struggle for liberation among blacks in the United States as "the freeirg

of one nation (culture) from the domination of another.' I+ is e move avay

from "death and degeneracy." The establishment of a new value syster for

blacks is essential becsuse "If you internalize the white boy's system, you




will come to his same conclusions about the werld." The new black valus
system is based on seven principles: unity, seli-determination, collective
work and responsibility, coopasrative economics, purpose, crestivity, and
faith.

At BCD the creation of the new system of values is ranifested by African
dress, the speaking of' Swahili, the absence of Christian nares, ané the
insistence on courtesy, promptness, and sharing. Participants do not drink
alcoholic beverages, smoke, use narcotics, or eat pork. In addition, BCD
has joined with several other groups in Newark in an effort to elect blacks
to all the elective offices in that city.

The leaders of BCD oppose alliances with white rroups, even those which
are revolutionary in their ideology. Jones feels thrat among whites who claim
to be revolutivnaries, their whiteness tzkes precedence over their revolutiog-
ary zeal,

Similarly, the members of BCD reject the notion of armed struggle at
the present time because black people are too powsrless and lacling in unity.
They see the building of a un’ted black community, with a new system of

values, as an essential prerequisite for black liberation.

The Black Fanther Party, founded in Oakland, California in 1966, has

established itself as a leading black nationalist organization in the United
States. The platform and program of the Black Panther Party are put forth

each week in its nationsl newspaper, The Black Panther.4 The platfornm

of the party consists of 10 points. These are: 1) the freedom of bhlack
people to determine the destiny of their community; 2) full erployment;

3) an end to white robbery in the black community; 4) decent housing; 5) a




system of educsation in the black cormuniiy which moets the needs c¢f hlack

veople; 6) the excmption of all black men fronm »nilitary service; 7) the end
of police bruirlity and rurder in the hlack community; 8) the relrase of all
black people from jails and prisons; 9) the trial of hlack paople accused of
crires by juries of hlack people; 10) land, bread, housing, education, clothing,
Justice and ,eace,

Clearly, most of the points of this platform pertain to changes which
a~e essentially reformist. HoWever, since its founding, the Black Panther
Party has adopted a revolutionary Marxist-Leninist ideology. They advocate
the arming of black people as essential for liberation. The liberation of the
black community, they maintain, can only be achieved through arned self-
defense and armed struggle. Their position on arranents comes from the
writings of Chairman Mao Tse~tung of the Peoplets Republic of China. Nembers
of the Black Panther Party see black liberation as part of the world-wids
non-white struggle against the forces of colonialism and imperialism, led
by the government of the United States,

Within the United States the Black Panther Party hes effected alliances
with both non-white and white revolutionary groups such as the Peace and
Freedom Party, the Students for a Democratic Society, the Young Lords, the
Young Patriots, and the White Panther Party. It is the position of the
Black Panther Party trat in order for hlack people in the United States to
liberate themselves, they must align themselves with other groups struggling
to overcome the forces of' American oppression, both internally and inter-
nationally.

The Republic of New Africa (RNA), was founded on March 31, 1968 when

some 200 black people from across the country gathered in Detroit, Michigan




and sirned a "Declaration of Independence," proclaiming hlack peonle in the
United States "forever free and indepondent of the jurisdiction of the U'nited
States." The aims of RNA include the following: 1) to free hlack pecple
from oppression; 2) to support and wage the world social revolution until
all people everywhere are fres; 3) to build a new society that is better
than what we now know and as perfect as :t can be made; 4) to end the ex-
ploitation of man by man; 5) to assure justice for all; 6) to place the major
means of production and trade in the hands of the state.

The leaders of RNA have proclaimed their organization "the government
for the non-self governing blacks held captive within the United States.’
They have demanded that the t~rritory which now comprises the United States
be partitioned into two separaie states, one for blacks and one for whites.
In neyotiations with the United States Department of State they have demanded
that Alabsra, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, and South Carolina be set
aside as the territory for the new republic, and that the United States
government provide this new state with $400 billion in reparations.

Anticipating the difficulties involved in negotiations with the govern-
ment of the United States, officials of RNA have urged black people io mirrate
to Mississippi, the state with the highest percentage of blacks, and peacefully
take over the electoral offices of that state. In case of resistsnce, armed
force would be used. The militsry forces would be made up of urbesn guerrillas
who would be ready to strike sirmultaneously throughout the 'nited States,
should the need arise. They maintain that a significant number of blacks
sympathetic to their position are already armed and are engaged in a holding

action. All blacks who are unarmed are urged to purchase guns for self-defense.

Inasrmuch as the Prasident of the Republic of New Africa was in exile




in the People's Ropublic of China at the time of his election, the leaders
of RNA feel that as a lsst resort military assistance, including nuclecr
weapons, couid be secured from China. Additional support would come from

other Third World nations.

The Revolutionnry iction Movement (RAM) was organized in 1963 by a

group of black people who advocated rilitant self-defense ss a means of
cealing with white racism. It was envisioued as a "third force" sorewhere
between the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Cormittes and the Nation of Islam,
In 196/ a manifesto was issued setting forth the objectives and program of

the organizstion.6 The objectives include, 1) instilling in black people

a sense of pride, dignity, unity, and solidarity in struggle; 2) bringing

about a new image of manhood and womanhood among black people; 3) freeing
black people from colonial and imperialist bondage everywhere taking whatever
steps ray he necessary to acieve this goal; 4) inculcating a sense of purpose
in black people.

Members of RAM feel that in order for black people to gain control
over their lives, they must seize power through revolution. In this regard,
RAM envisioned its program as the vanguard of the impending black revolution,
Like RNA, RAM sees all the non-white people of the world as enslaved by the
same force, namely white capitalism. Hence, revolutionary nationalism be-
comes internationalism. The government of ths United States is seen as the
enery of freedom and self-determination throughovt the world.

Again, like RNA, RAM demands that the United States be partitionsd
into two separate states, one for blacks and orne for whites., The black nation
to result from this partition ccnsists of the nine states of Mississippi,
Louisiana, Alabara, Georgia, Florida, Texas, Virginia, South Carolira, and

North Carolina, This land rightfully belongs to black people, ~hey raiantain,




because hlack slave labor culitvated it for centuries. In addition to this
territory, the leaders of RAM demand &n unszpecified sum as a form of repare
ations for racial crimes against black peoplo historically.

Finally, RAM feels that Wlack people must arm themsclves for the ine
evitable revolution. Their definition of revolution is "... one pgroup's

determination to take power away f{rom another.”

The US Orgznization, founded in the mid-nineteen sixties by Mauluna

Ron Karenga is based mainly in Los Angeles, Californies.. Since its inception
it has become one aof the leading cultural nationalist groups in the United
States.7 In the words of the founder, "US is a cultursal organicatior ded-
icated to the creation, recreation and circulation of Afro-American culture."
In the strict sense of the term, US is not a political organization,

Karenga feels that blacks can live interdependently with whites, once
they have achieved sufficient power, but in order to do this they rust de-
velop a separate, autonomous culture. Cultura, he fe:ls, gives "identity,
purpose, and direction.”™ In order to create this culture, blacks must "Think
Black, Talk Black, Act Black, Buy Black, Vote Black, and Live Black." 1In
general, blacks rnust create a cultural nation, utilizing that which they
have oreated in the United States, and those Africanisms which have managed
to swviv:, It is only after the black cultural nation has been achieved
that black people can seriously consider revolution.

In order to wage a violent political revelution, Xarenga feels that it
must be preceeded by a cultural revolution, for it is the cultural revolution
wkich gives direction to violeat revolution. During the process of nation
building, “To play revolution is to gt put down." Acts of violence, in

this process, are as inadequate as acts of nonviolence,
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Therae are rany moro nationalist provns and org.nizations in tho hlack
cormunity, such as the Conmgross of Racisl Tgnality (COTE), which surroris
a vrogram of hlack control of the black corrunity; that i{s, black conmunity
self-datermination.8 The Dodgo Revolutionary Union Movemont (DRIS), of
Detroit Michigan, was crganized by black rerbers of the United Autorobile
Workers union to oppose the racisi onrrassion of voth the union and ranage-
ment.? Tho organizers of DRUM have exprecced solidarity -vith opprossed
workers throughcut the world. loyd B. McKissick ntorprises is a corporation
organized to promots "olack business ‘devsloprent with social carmiiurent to
black communities."0 Tt proposes to develop chain restauranis and shopping
centers, draratic productions, and a publishing company, all in the black
cormunity.

The Nation of Islam (Black }uslims) was founded in the nineteen thirties
but achievad national and international prominence in the nineteen sixties.
It is a nationalist organization which advocates boin partition of the United
States into two separate nztion states and the payment of reparations to the
descendents of former slaves.11 ﬁntil saparation can be effectcd%he Muslims
concentrate on economic develop~ent in the black ccrmunity. The &ational
Black ZSconomic Development Conference, founded in 1v69, set forth its objectives
in the "Black Yanifesto."lz In it a derend of $500 rillion - later raised
to 33 villion - from white Christian churchos and Jewish synagorues was put
forth. This money, reparations to black peaple, is to ba used f{or such
projects as a Southern land bank, black publishing houses, television stations,
and a hlack university.

The Organizaiion of Afro-imerican Unity (OAAU), founded by the late

Malcolm X in 196/, was patterned after the Organization of African ﬁhity,lB




The pu.pose of the organization is tho unifyia; ol all people of African
descent throughout the world. Finully, the tiudant Nonvielent Cocrdinating
Committea (SNCC) has moved to a position of revolutionary nationalicr..té

To this and, SNCC has formed alliances with other larxist-Lenintist groups

in the United States.

Cltural Nationalisn vorsus Paveluticnary Natiopalien

The various conterporary black nationalist groups in the Unitcd States
represent a wide range ~f ideologies and progrars. While there are many
sirtlarities in all of thess groups, thero are fundumental differences which
militate against effective cooperation. Perhaps tho greatest division in
the organized black nationalist movement at the present time is tha* betwoeoen
cultural nationalisxz and revolutionary nationalism, While the two designat.ions
are frequently confusing, there exist clear-cut differences between these
two varietias of black nationalism, and, indeec this division forrod the
basis of the major debate at the First Pan-African Cultural Festival in
Algiers in July 1969.15 The debate ceniered on the positi.ns of Stokely
Carmichael, roepresenting cultural nationalism (Pan-Africanism, in this case)
and Eldridpge Cleaver, representing revolutionary nationalisn,

Most of the major natioralist groups discussod above can bs Ppiaced
into these.two categories. The Rlack Corrunity Development and Defense
organization, and the US Organization are clearly cultural nationalist
groups. The Black Panther Party, tha Republic of New Africa, sni the Re-
volulionary Action Movement, on the oth~r hand, are revolutionary nationalist
groups. The major points of disagreement between these two branches of

nationalisnm may Le discerned from the stated positions of the groups they
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spokesmen for the cultural nationalist position are IeRoi Jones, Maulan
Karenga, and Harold Cruse. The revolutionary nationelist position is best
represanted by such spokesren as Eldridge Cleaver, Rohart 7. Wiliiams, H. Rap
Brown, Huey Newtcn, and others.

Both cultural nstionalists and revolutionary naticnalisis stress hlack
solidarity, pride in cultural rerxtage, and self-determination “or nlack
people. But it is on other aspacts of ideology that the split beiween the
two is most prencunced. In general iterms, for the culiural nationalists
culture itself hecomes the rzjor ideology. Perhaps the clearest statement
on the ideclogical use of culture is contzined in Harold Cruse's, The Crisis

of the Neosro Inte]lectual,16 -

LeRoi Jones insists that blacks can only liberate themselves by the
adoption of & unified, cohesive black culiure which is corpletely divorced
from that of the white man. "It is white culture that rules us with guns,"
he maintains. "Our freedom will be in bringing Black Culture io Power. We
Cannot Do This Unless We Ars Cultured. That is, Consciously Black."17 Further-
more, he criticizes the revolutionary nationalists as “ris-guided dudes" who
have ™turned left on black people,” with a confused mixture of Marxisz-lLeninism
and integration. He dismisses them as "vinlent integtra'tionists."18

Karanga has written: "We nust free ourselvas culturally bhalore we
succed politically.... Culture provides the basis for revoiution ard re-
covery."19 Harold Cruse, writing about culiural revolution, has said:s
Mle maintain that this new concept effords the intellectual means, the
conceptual framework, the theorstical link that ties together all of the

disparate, conflicting and contendirg trends within the Negro movereat as a




wnole in order to transform the rovenent from a mexo rehollion into a reo-

volutionary roveront thet can ‘'shape actions to idess, to it the world
into a thooratic frame.'"zo

The revolutionary nat:ionalists, sn the other hond, embrace ithe socialist
ideology of Yarxisr~Leninisn, and stross class over race. A staterent pre-
pared hy the national office of tre Black Panther par- - begins as follows:
"The Black Panther pariy stands feor revolutionary sol:darity with all peorie
Tighting against the forces of imperialism, capitalism, racism, and fascism,
Our sol:darity is extended to those people who are fighting these evils at
home and abroad... We will take our stanc against these evils with a soladarity
derived from a proleterian internationalism born of socialist idealism. "L

H. Rap Brown has written: "...we carnot end racism, capitalism, colon-
ialism and imperialism until the reins of state power are in the hands of
those people who understand that the wealth, the total wealth of any country,
ard of the world, belongs squally to all people.“22 In his "Opern letter to
Stokely Carmichkael," Zldridgs Cleaver defended the ideological position of the
Black Panther party bscause, "...if you look around the world you will see
that the only countries which have liberated themselvas and ranaged to
withstand the tide of counterrevolution are precisely those countries which
tave stirong Marxist-Leninist 'pzz.ri‘,les."z3

The most crucial diff;rence between the cultural nationalists and the
revolutionary nationalists, then, is on the question of ideology. The former
see Narxism-Leninism as alien to the black struggle, and for ther culture
itself becores the ideology. The latter see world revolution as a pre-
requisite to cultural revolution.

A second major point of disagreement, and one which is an outgrowth

of the ideological spiit, centers on the question of alliances snd coalitions
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with white revolutinnary groups. Thre cultur.! nationalists reoject such
relationships while the revolutionary national:sts support ther., LeRoi Jones
ras written: "We ‘support' the white revolution of depe and naedness because
it weakens the hani that holds the chuin that hinds Black people, But we
rust not confuse the cry of younz white noys to ne in charge of the pseudo
destruction of Arerica (with a leisure rade possihle by the sane colonialism)
with our own necessity. Just because the slavemaster has long hair and

rokes bush does nothing to change the fact that he is and will be tte slave-
rester until we, yes, free ourselves.24 Karenga also rejects coalitions
with whites at the present time. "We can live with whites interdependly

once we have black power," he ° ~cvwen,?s

Eldridge Clesver, on the othsr hand, stroarly supports coalitions with

white revolutiorary groups. He sess tham as a force with which the Black
Paniher party cen enter into coalitions as an equal partner. When questioned
ty an interviewer about the possible retreat of wﬁatq revolutionaries in
the event of large-scale violence, he replied: "You have %o realize how
de2p the radicalization of young whites can become as the arents of repression
against hoth them and us intensify their efforts. I%'s inevitable that

the police, in order to suppress black rmilitants, will also have to destroy
the base of their support in the white comrunity... They cannot, let us say,
put black people in concentration camps and allow writes who are just as
pessionately involved in the liberation struggle to run around loose.”25

And in his "Open Letter to Stokely Carmichael," he wrote: "One thing... we
know, that seems to escare you, is that there is not going to be any re-
volution or black liberation in tho United States as long as revolutionary

blacks, whites, Mexicans, Puerto Ricans, Indians, Chinese and Eskiros are
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unwilling or unstle to unite into sore Juncetional rochinery that can cope

126

with the situation.
Huey P. Newton hes written: "Todsy in some white comunities nainle

Fad

are sulfering frow the sare ropression that we in the black cormumity suffer.
The szme forces are there - the police, the Natinnal Guard and sormetires

even the Regular Arrny. This will continus to happen time and arain in the
coming years, thus forring & basis for unity between the peoples of hoth

the black and while communities. XNot only zre we coming together in unity

in this country, we are all part of the international brotherhood of oppress—

ed people."27

A third major ares of disagreement heiween these two camps concerns
tke use of revolutionary violence at thes present time. The cultural rat-
ionalists maintain that the United States is not yet ready for arred re-
volutionary struggle, while the revolutionary naticnalists maintain trat
the country is already in a state of guerrilla warfare. Ksrenga has written:
"20 play revolution is to get put down...Violence in itself without con-
sideration for time is as inadequate as nonviolence."28

LeRoi Jones considers the revolutionary nationalists to bte misguided.
Aiccording to him, they think that when they say "Pick Up The Gun that the

devil will wither up and die, or just by picking up the litersl gun, without

training, using the same sick value system of the degenerate slavemaster,

the same dope, the same liquor, the same dying hippy mentality, that they

will liberate all the slave peoples of ithe world. NO."29
After the death of Martin Luther King, Jr., Cleaver wrote: '"The viclent
phase of the black liberation struggle is here, and it will spread. From

that shot, from that blood, America will be painted red. Dead bodies will
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litter the streets...."30 Some rovolutionary nationalists advoeaio a
form of guerrilla warfare because, as Cleavar ‘as said, "This goverrrent
does not have unlimited forces of repression; it can't Lold the whole world
down = not at home and ébroad."Bl Finally, H. Rap 2rown has written: "Violence
is a necessary rart of revolutionary siruggle. Nonviolence as it is advocatsd
by negroes is merely a preparation for renocide...The very fact that white
folks fear guns shows the value of being armed. Powesr, indced, must coze
from the barrel of a gun."32

From the foregoing quotes one is able io see tha§ the major differences
between the cultural nationalists and the revolutionary nationalists stem
from different ideological emphases, disagreement on the desirability of
alliances and coalitions with white groups, and diverse views on the acpro—
priateness of the use of revolutionary violence at the present time. They
pose fundamental questions which have teen debated through the years. Spokes-
nen for both of these camps make their points convincingly, and are confident
that their approaches will ultimately lead to the liberation of black people
in the United States.

Unlike earlier black nationalist movements and leaders, especially
the American Colonization Society and the Universal Negro Imnrovenment
Association, conterporary black nationalist groups and indiv.duals reject
enmigration, and concentrate on black liberation within the United States,’
Nost of the spokesmen appear to be convinced that this goal can be achieved
without the establishment of a separate nation-state within what is now
the United States, but soveral demand pertition. All of them agree, how-
ever, that some form of black autonomy (separation) is an essential first

step in the movement for black liberation,
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The questions raised by the divergent positions of the cultural nat-
ionalists and the revolutionary nationalists hava been discussed by several
writers in recent yoars.33 Sirilarly, these points have stimulated discusns-
ion among hlack students at collefes and universities, ard by others in
the black cormunity, throughout the country. It is not the purpose here
to attenot an evaluation of these positions in detail, or to predict which
holds the greatest promise for black liberation, the stated goal of both
branches of what might be called the Llack Liberation Moverent. Spkesmen
for each of ihe carps are in agreement on a number of crucial points, but!
the dif‘erences which separate them are real and understiandable.

Members of the radical left in the United States have nsver dsveloped
a strategy (theory) for black liberation based the reality of the experience
of black people in the United States. They have tended to rely on theories
of revolution which have been developed in czarist Russia, China, or in
countries which have successfully accorplished anti-colonial political
revolutions (e.g., Algeria). The conditions present in conterporary America
are hardly such that these ideologies can be successfully implemented in
the United States at the present time, On the other hand, nation-building
within the black community seerms hardly sufficient for complete black lib-
eration. While it might lead to greater political awareness among blacks,
and thereby promote greater solidarity, this is only a first step in the
process of liberation. It is an essential first step, however.

The role of white participation in the black movement has emerged as
one of the most controversial issues in racent years. All of the con-
temporary black nationalist groups refuse membership to whites, but differences

between cultural nationalists and revolutionary nationalists center on the
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ormation of alliances and coalitions with white firouns, One wraiter has
recently suggested that sinco the most radical of young white people have

ntd little contact with individual blacks and black groups, coalitions should
be forned in which black orgunizations send some of their representatives

to take over leadership positions in white org.nizations., He Jjustifies

this position because "Without black direction and participation whites
cannot be trusted to right racism," which is their major Functlon.34

Karenga has suggested that proper roles for white reople sympathetic
to black aspirations are nonintervention in the black cormunity, financial
and technical aid to the black colony, and the creation of a feivilizing
moverent" among whites,35 While black people will no doubt ultimately
need the support of whites and other non-whites sympathetic to their goals,
black solidarity is crucial in the beginning phase of tre moverent. In most
cases this will probably mean the exclusion of white reople,

The question of the use of revolutionary violence depends upon cne's
perception of the nature of the black rovement in the United States, and
whether one sees the country as ripe for revolution, This question is fre=-
quantly confused with that of the possession of weapons for self-defense.
Both the cultural nationalists and the revolutionary nationalists support
the possession of armaments for self-defense in the black community. The
seventh point in the platform of the Black Panther party reads as follows:
"We want an immediate end to POLICZ BRUTAILTY and MURD:R of black people,

We believe we can end police brutality in our black community by organizing
black self-defense groups that are ded:cated to defending our black community
from racist police oppression and brutality. The Second Anmendment to the

Constitution of the United States gives a right to bear arms. We therefore
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believe that all hlack people should arm therselves for self-defense.® The
wall coordinated scrics of search ard destroy missions which have resuited
in death for dozens of merbers of the Black Penther partiy by the police,
justifies the inclusion of this point in their platforr. At the scre time,
to exonerate the police on grounds of Justifiable homicicde is to transfeer
the guilt from the argressor to the victim. Like the Blaclr Panthers, rem-
bers of the Repuhlic of New Africa and the Revolutionary Action Moverent
have been the victims of police harassment and violence. While some re-
volutionary nationalist leaders call for armed struggle, it is unlikely

that such a position %s widely shared in the hlack corrunity, and the advocacy
of arrmed self-defense is frequently distorted to inply th;t blacks are being

urged to engage in guerrilla warfare.

Surmary and Conclusions

Within the last few years black rationalism in the United States has
had a greater impact on race relations than almost any corparable rovement
in history. This movement has seriously challenged many of the most fund-
amental assumptions of American life, ranging anywhere from the racism endemic
to the educational system to the imperialist charactor of relations with
other countries. Black students at colleges and univarsities, throush de-
randing the inclusion of black studies into curricula which already include
keavy doses of such areas of study as Celtic poetry ané Croatian literature,
have forced educational institutions to alter their distorted portiroyal
of black culture and hiétory. Black nationalists have taken the lead in
cpposing many of the more grotasque features of American foroim policy.

As the young Detroit nationalist wrote to his draft board in rejecting its
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demsnd that he report for a pre~induction rhysica? exanmination in 1965,
", .ewhen the call is made to free Soutr Africa; wh-n the c2ll is rade to
litierate Latin America from United Fruit Co., Kaiser and Alcoa Aluninum
Co., and from Standard Cil; ...%When the call is made to fre~ the hlack
delta areas of Mississippi, Alatama, Scuth Carolina; when the call is rade
to FREE 12TH STTEET HIRE IN DITROIT!: whon these calls are nade, send for
me, for these shall be Historic Struggles in which it shall be an honor to
serve, n30

Fow areas of Americal society have not been challenged by the black
nationalists. Because of their explication of the injustices of the society,
they have stimuleted others to challenge heretofore =accepted American values

and practices, Liberation moverenis have sprung up among inerican lndians
14 ’

Mexican-Americans, and Puerto Ricans; anong homosexuals, and arong wormen.
These groups have all borrowed tactics and rhetoric from the black nation-
alists,

¥Vithin the black community, black nationalism has ssrved to create
what is probably the greatest mass base for radical social change in thre
society. This is especially true for sccondary school pupils and college
and university students, a significant segnent of the population, for the
type and quality of education are crucial aspects of the liberation process,
The resistance of school officials to community control of education in
the black cormunity may be seen as attempts on the part of the colonial
power to raintain its status,

Within the black nationalist movement a division exists between the

cultural nationalists and the revolutionary nationalists. Such a division




is to be expected in a moverent attarpting to arrive at solutions tn the
rany problems which black people face in the United States., The ultirate
goals of the two carmps are the sarme, nut the points of differcnce center
on rethods of achieving the goals. It is impossible at tho present time
to say whether the progran of one branch of the movement 1s more likely to
yield the desired result then thai of another. It scems clear, however,
that if the status cf black people is to be sirnificantly alterad in the
United States, and domestic tranquility dopends upon such an slteration,
a fundarental change in American institutions and practices is necessary.
The major institutions in the society devcloped and have been raintained
through the oppression of hlack people.

Both cultural nationalists and revolutionary nationalists reject the
values underlying the structure of American society, and therehy, call for
fundamental social chanpge. The revolutionary nationalists insist ihat suéh
changes must preceed any significant altersticn in the status of hlack peoble.
The cultural nationalists, on the other hand, focus their efforts on natron-
building within the black community in an attempt to inculcate a new system
of values, Because the low status of ulack people in the society has been
permitted to exist unattended for centuries, the problem has intensified.
Therefore, short of a master plan designed to guarantes success, numerous

approaches are no doubt warranted,
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