
DOCUMENT RESUME

ID 072 010 SP 006 022

AUTHOR Bell, Michael L.
TITLE Personalities and Perceptions of Student Teaching.
PUB DATE £71]
NOTE 12p.

EDRS PRICE MF-60.65 HC-S3.29
DESCRIPTORS Attitude Tests; *Cooperating Teachers; *personality

Assessment; Secondary School Teachers; *Student
Teachers; Student Teaching; Teacher Attitudes;
*Teacher Characteristics

IDENTIFIERS 16 P. F.; PSTP; Purdue Student Teacher Opinionnaire;
Sixteen Personality Factor Questionnaire

ABSTRACT
This study identified the personality traits of both

student teachers and cooperating teachers that were related to the
student teachers' perception of the student teaching experience. The
Sixteen Personality Factor Questionnaire (16 P.F.) measured
personality traits and the Purdue Student Teacher Opinionnaire (PSTO)
measured the perception of the student teaching experience.
Seventy-six secondary student teachers were administered the 16 P.F.
and the P$T0;.their cooperating teachers were administered the 16
P.F. All scores were factor analyzed to determine which personality
factors were related to higher opinions of the student teaching
experiences,. The relationships between student and cooperating
teacher personality differences and the student teachers' perception
of student teaching were also examined. Results indicated that
student teachers who were Emotionally Stable (C), Humble (E), and
Shrewd (N) expressed high opinions of the student teaching
experience. They also expressed high opinions of the student teaching
experience when the cooperating teachers were Practical (M),
Conservative (Ql), and Subdued (IV). Two tables of statistical data
are included. (BRB)
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INTRODUCTION

Research in the area of qualification, selection, and

assignment of cooperating teachers supports the thesis that

the personalities of cooperating teachers and student teachers

play an important role in the student teaching experience.

It is also indicated that while personality traits are recop.,-

nized as pertinent variables, most student teachinF, prorra:ns

have not progressed beyond the recognition stage. Person-

ality traits are generally not considered, and in fact are

not known, when cooperating teachers are selected and stydent

teachers are assigned.

A survey of the research in the area of student teaclIer

and cooperating teacher personalities revealed that f7rades in

student teaching, ratings in student teaching, and measures

of success in student teaching have been related to person-

alities. 1.1cFadden reported that specific psycllological

dimensions tended to discriminate differentially success

rated groups of student teachers.1 71cFadden studied both

elementary and secondary student teachers using the Survey

of Interpersonal Valuos (SIV) , the :innesota Teacher ittitade

Inventory (MTAI), and the California Psychological Inventor-r

(CPI) . He also indicated that differences existed, with

respect to the relevant psychological characteristics 3nvolv66,

between elementary and secondary student teachers.

1Jack i4cFadden, "The Discrimination of student Teach-
ing Performance on the Basis of Psychological Attributes,"
Journal of Educational Research, 61:217, January, 1968.
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YlcClain used the Sixteen Personality Factor ,uest!on-

naire (16 2.1.1.) in a study of success in student teachin

iris sample consisted of 196 secondary student teachers at the

University of Tennessee. McClain indicated that a difference

in personality traits related to success existed betwoen men

and women student teachers in the sample of his study.

Henjum reported that specific personality traits, as ,Leasured

by the 16 P.2., were related to letter grades in student

teaching.3 Tie also concluded that specific personality traits

may be more important for junior high school student teachers

than for senior hiL;h school student teachers. Burk studied

female elementary student teachers and the relationships of

personalities to student teaching marks, supervisors' reports,

and rankings of the relationships by university officials. I!.

The personality instrument employed was the 16 P.. Burk

reported that the ranking by university officials was not

significantly related to any personality trait as measured

by the 16 P.P. The remaining criteria, however, resulted in

three times the number of relationships related sirmificantly

than would have been expected by chance. jeasuros et-6 ratln-s

of success of classroom teachers who were not servin(D az;

2Edwin licClain, "Sixteen 1.).,e. Scores and Success
in Student Teaching, Journal of Teacher Education, 19:25-
32, Spring, 1968.

3Arnold Henjum, "A Study of the significance of
Student Teachers' Personality Characteristics," Journal of
Teacher Education, 20:143-147, Summer, 1969.

4-Donald Duane Burk, "Personality Characteristic:: of
Student Teachers and Their Supervisors," (unpublished
Doctor's Dissertation, Universit7 of -innesota, 1?69), p. 102.
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cooperating teachers have been related to the possesoion of

specific personality traits as ioeasnred by the 16 . faHl:e.15

Erickson 6
and ,jontross.7

It was a major premise of this study that how the

student teacher perceives the student teaching experience is

as important or perhaps more important than the f;rade or

rating which he receives in student teaching. This conce.)t

was reinforced by Lowther when he reported that the criterion

of success frequently suggested by student teachers was not

achievement of instructional objectives. 8 It was, rather,

the amount of personal satisfaction the experience-provided.

PROCEDURES

This study sought to identify personality traits of

student teachers and cooperating teachers which were related

to the student teachers' perception of the student teaching

experience. The Sixteen Personality Factor Questionnaire

(16 P.P.) was employed in the measurement of personality

traits. The student teachers' perception of the student

teaching experience was measured by the Purdue Student Teacher

5Tom A. Lamke, "Personality and Teaching; Success,"
Journal of Experimental Education, 20:217-50, December, 1951.

6Harley E. Erickson, "A Factorial Study of Teachinc.;
Ability," Journal of Experimental Education, 23:1-39,
September,.

7Harold W. Montross, "Temperament and Teaching Success,"
Journal of Experimental Education, 23:73-97, September, 195h.

8Ma1colm A. Lowther, "Successful and Unsuccesrifttl
13xperience of Student Teachers in Secondary Education,"
Contemporary Education, 41:272-275, :ay, 1970.
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Opinionnaire (PSTO). The seventy-six secondary student teach-

ers? 16 P.P. scores, their cooperating teachers? 16 P.;e.

scores, and the student teachers? PSTO scores were factor

analyzed to determine which personality factors were related

to higher opinions of the student teaching experience. The

relationships between student teacher and cooperating teacher

personality differences and the student teachers? perception

of student teaching were also examined by factor analysis.

ANALYSIS

The loadings on varimax factors I, II, and III contain

no loadings on the PSTO factor scores which are significaLtly

large or that would define the factors. Varimax factor IV is

defined primarily by PSTO factor scores. The value of .366

is the critical value at the .05 level of significance for

the factor loadings in Table 1.9 From the number of signifi-

cantly large loadings on factor IV, the factor could properly

be named: "High Student Teacher Opinions of the Student

Teaching Experience."

The loadings on varimax factor IV indicated that

student teachers had higher opinions of the student teaching

experience in situations where:

(1) The student teachers were more emotionally mature,

humble, accommodating, and polished. The related 16 r. .

variables are (C), Emotionally Stable, (E), Humble, and (a),

Shrewd.

9Harry H. Harman, Modern Factor Analysis, (Chicago,
and London: The Universify of Chicago press, '467), P. 105.
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(2) The cooperating teachers were more practical,

anxious to do the right thing, respective of established

ideas, and subdued. The related 16 P.P. variables are (3')

Practical, (Q1), Conservative, and (IV), Subduedness.

INSERT TABLE I
ABOUT HERE

The first varimax factor in Table II could properly be

named: "High Student Teacher Opinions of the Student Teaching

Experience." There were, however, no loadings on varimax

factor I for the 16 P.P. absolute value differences which were

equal to or greater than .381. The value of .381 is the

critical value at the .05 level of significance for the factor

loadings in Table II. Hence, no relationships sirmificant at

the .05 level were found between absolute value differences

on personality traits and the student teachers' percention of

student teaching. None of the loadings on the i'STO factor

scores were significantly large on varimax factors II, ITI,

and IV in Table II.

The loading of .32 on 16 I. variable IV, Subduedness

vs. Independence, while not significant at the ..)5 love], vas

large enough to indicate a relationship. From the PST° factor

loadings on varimax factor I and the loadings on 16 P.1.1. vari-

able IV, it was indicated that the student teachers tended to

exhibit higher opinions of the student teaching experience in

situations where the student teacher and the cooperatIl.:)-

teacher were unlike on 16 P.1?. variable IV, Subduedness V3.

Independence.
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INSERT TABLE II
ABOUT H3RE

SUM? ARY

The possession of specific personality traits by stu-

dent teachers, as measured by the 16 ?.F., are related to

high opinions of student teachini;. The student teachers ario

were more Emotionally Stable, (C), Humble, (E), and Shrewd.

WO, tended to express high opinions of the student teachinr;

experience. The student teachers tended to exprens high

opinions of the student teaching experience in situations

where the cooperating teachers were more Practical, (1),

Conservative, (Q1), and Subdued, (IV).

A possible explanation of these apparent indications

is that student teachers' opinions and perceptions were under

investigation. Considering that student teachers are often

apprehensive and have misgivings about student teaching, it

seems plausible to exnect that more practical and conservattve

personality types in cooperating teachers would rive bnu stu-

dent teachers a better sense of security and well- being:

resulting in higher expressed opinions of the student teach-

ing experience. The results indicate that while the posses-

sion o specific traits of personality by the student teach-

ers and the cooperating teachers are related to how the stu-

dent teachers perceive the experience, likeness or unlikeness

on most traits of personality have little relationshir to the

opinions of the student teachers.



ilany qualifications have been recommended for the

certification of cooperating teachers. Such qualifications

as three years teaching experience, principal's recombLendv.eion,

a master's degree, and a graduate level course in student

teaching supervision are required in part or in whole by many

teacher education institutions. The results of this study

indicate that personality traits should also be cons idered

when cooperating teachers are selected.
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Table 1

Varimax Factor Loadini;s of PSTO Data,
Student Teacher 16 1J.P. Data, And

Cooperating Teacher
16 e.P. Data

N=76

Variable

I

Factor Loading

II TIT

ilSTO Factor Scoresa

1 -08 -16 -01
2 -11 32 -24

15 -25 -8
-03 -34 -004

5 04 03 -01
6 -01 10 02
7 37 -01 -01
8 -02 03 -19
9 -16 12 06
10 27 01 09
11
12

28
10

16
03

03
-05

TV

45
50
47
E2

-.8
I

I-

55
61
12

SI

637

16 P.F. Scores For Student Teachersa

A
B
C
E
F

46
03
56
22
7o

G 36
H 82
I o6
L -18
11 -32
N -10
0 -47
Q1

2

-12
-6o

P
-47

I -72
II 86

III 10
IV -39

-19 11 08
12 21 -26
12 21- 41
18 58 -EE

-o6 29 -22
-20 -45 11

-05
-13it

07
36 02

-06 29 -36
20 2 -16
00 - 1

-32 00
39
-le

1

10
56
5

34
1 15 oo

-o -1
-200 2 -226

-21 2 -33
05 28 -20
36 -31 -01
25 55 -3t

s

i
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Table I (Continued)

16 P. P. Scores for Cooporattrm Teachersa

A 10 43
B -19 -11

17 71
03 36

F 13 6 7

G 07 10
05 1

I o6 -o76

L -03 -33
-06 00
-01 -20

0 -50
-CT 05

'°(.2
-09 -55

Q. -10 17

I

31
16

-61
-80

II 11 79
III -01 17
IV -10 -20

47 15
-10 -11
..,t1.
nl 02

-44 35
oh. -02
-02 28
02 -14
63 -04
-47 -24
-og -41
46 36
04 -10

-54 -44
-12 -06
08 3o
4 -3

-07 -1
17

03 -11
-62 06
-57 -51

aDecimal points have been omitted.



Table II

Varimax Factor
Absolute Value

Teacher and
16

Loadings of PSTO Data And
Differonces of Student

Cooperating Teacher
P.P. Data

N=76

Variable

..

10

Factor Loading

I

1
2

5
6
7
8

10
11
12

48
42

52
66
66
16
6o
55
75

II III IV

i'STO Factor Scoresa

-

-05
05

25
08

-03
18
05
23
-08
-o6
-04
-11

-04
-21
21
04

-15
22
09

-06
-13
-05
-05

20
03
11
33

-g
-03
0
-30
14
23
-21

oso u e a ue erence cores7UF----
Student Teachers and Cooperating Teachersa

A
-05B

C 08
E 10

-11
G 01

02
05

L -23
PrI 19

-08
0 08
Qi 08
Q2 2k
Qt3 25

Q1.
-22
03

II -05
III
Iv

-06
32

o4
-47
38
00
08
-o6
02

-24
-05

11-Z

-2

-o6
-16

68
19

82
06
06
09

08

-06-06
26
57
00
62

-42
-16
-21

is

17

07
o8 59
-19 -02
00
61

5 5

-19
-05 27
09 25
08 28
77 07

-53 31
19 62

aDecimal points have been omitted.
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