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ABSTRACT

Florida's 67 school superintendents nominated 112
reading specialists and 236 classroom teachers to select from a
comprehensive list of reading objectives those which were relevant
for learners in Florida, zppropriate for mastery by students seven
and nine years of age, and logically consictent with adopted goals.
Department of Education specialists made a final selection of highest
priority reading objectives from those selected by classrcom teachers
and reading specialists. The objectives were divided into four
groups: (1) skills prerequisite to reading; (2) skills in the
mechanics of reading; (3) skills to aid in reading comprehension; and
(4) utilization of reading skills. The minimum objectives for reading
are listed by age level and in the appropriate group. The easier
objectives are listed first, while the more difficult objectives are
at the bottom of the list in each group. There is an overlap between
the lists for pupils seven years of age and pupils nine years of age.
This overlap permits the determination of progress and retention for
age seven to age nine. There are 66 objectives listed for age seven
and 168 for age nine. (Author/wR)
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FLOYD T. CHRISTIAN
COMMISSIONER

STATE OF FLORIDA
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

TALLAHASSEE 22304

TO : All School Board Members, Superintendents, Instructional
Personnel, Parents, and Pupils

FROM : State Commissi of Edu ion, Floyd T. Christian
%@'f %,«éz«/ ;

SUBJECT: High Priority Olfectives For Reading In Florida (Ages 7 and 9)

We have made significant progress in our plans to assess Florida‘s public
schools. General educational goals and measurable educational objectives
for reading which specify desired outcomes for students and staff have
been adopted by the State Board of Education and are being presented to
the public. Educational objectives for writing, mathematics and other
subjects are being prepared for use in the next two years in accordance
with the Educational Accountability Act of 1971.

Educational objectives for reading, the first and most basic of subjects,
are presented in the following pages. Clarification of these and other
objectives is necessary to help promote confidence and understanding of
public education.

I am pleased to present them to you.
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INTRODUCTION

State Board of Education adoption of comprehensive educational objectives
for Florida by the 1973-74 school year is required by Section 229.053(2) (a),
Florida Statutes,and Chapter 71-197, Laws of Florida. Objectives must be con-
sistent with the general Goals of Education in Florida which were adopted by
the State Board of Education on April 6, 1971, and should specify desired out-
comes for students which can be measured. These educatioral objectives are
consistent with accreditation standards, and will be used as the basis for
assessing the skills, knowledge and progress of students and the quality of the
public school system.

Objectives for reading are to be established during the 1971-72 school
year, for mathematics and writing during the 1972-73 school year, and for
other subjects in 1973-74.

RATIONALE

The Department of Education singled out reading for the first element
of the statewide assessment of the public school system because:

1. Communication skills in general, and readirg in particular, are
the basis for learning new knowledge and progressing in all arezs;
and

2. A major purpose of the public school system is to assist all students
to acquire a working knowledge of reading, writing, speaking and
arithmetic during the elementary school years.

PROCEDURE

Florida's sixty-seven school superintendents nominated 112 reading
specialists and 236 classroom teachers to select from a comprehensive list
of reading objectives* those which were relevant for learners in Florida,
appropriate for mastery by students 7 years of age and 9 years of age, and
which were logically consistent with adopted goals. Department of Education
specialists made a final selection of "highest priority" reading objectives
from those selected by classroom teachers and reading specialists.

*The comprehensive list of reading objectives was originally prepared by
the Center for the Study of Evaluation.
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The chjactives are divided into feur growps:

A siie te_Hiading., Al students shall scquire
language shiils ¢ to learning to read, jucluding the al.ilitv o
Jisten. They shall acquira skills hish sost studeuts neually have

ot developad pravious to entaciny schosl, lfaciudin: vi-ual diccrimina~
Lion of lctters and word fovms; auditery disciiminziicw orf letrers and
word forms; auditory discrimiuation of speech sennds wiinin words:
association of priated leitexrs with the scunds {hay repreneﬂﬁ; an. the
biending of a number of letter somnds 2o arrive at the nromsnciation

of words iun ane's oxal usage vocabulary.

1. Group i. Skills Prercqui
i

mn
-——

2. Grour Z. Skilis in the Mechan{ ;e nf Reading. 211 stulenrs shall
develon mechaidical and comprehensien skiiis sicaltaneously. Ianstruc—
tion must begin with the most simple skille »wd end with the moast
corplex. Stndents shall develup an increasing <ight vocabmlary and
learn to identjfy unfamiliar vovd. throuph phonics 2ud use of context
clues so that they ray read with undersianding.

3. Group 3. Skills to Aid in Reading Comprehension.  All students shall
acquice an extensive and accurate vocabulary and lecre connotaiive and
derotative meanings of the words, structural analysiu, svuoonyms and
heteronyms. dhey sholl develop the abliity te recall details, €ind
ansvers to specific questions, and viderstand maia idezs and sequences
of events from selected readings. They shall learn to interpret what
they read by recognizing cause and effect and by making inferences.
They shall also learn to punctuate and capitalize.

4. Group 4. Ut'lizotion of Reuding 5kills. ALl students shail learn
to read for purposes of obiaining information and for pleasure and
shall develop different rates of reading for different materials.
They shall develop the ability to locate nceded reading material,
which requires the knowledge of alphabeticai order, use of index,
table of contents, dictionary, encyclopedia, library card files and
shimning. They shall learn to organize what they read by summarizing
and outlining.

HIGHEST PRIORITY OBJECTIVES FOR READING

The minimum objectives for Reading are listed below, in the apprepriate
group, by age level. For ecase in communicating, the objectives are listed
in a general order of difficulty within each group; that is, the easier
ohjectives are listed first, while the more difficult objectives are at the
bottom of the list in each group. There is an overlap between the lists fox
Pupils 7 years of age and 9 years of age. This overlap permits the deter-
mination of progress and retention from age 7 to age 9.
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Reading Objectives fov Age 7

Skills Prerequisite to Rexdl.ig

Given an oral direction, the learme:r will fellou it.

Given the name of a body pari, the learner will locate it on himself,
another persom, a doll, cor a picture.

Given a set of items or pictures, the learacr will identify those that
are identical.

The learner will watch items to illustrations of them.

Given a word or phrase crallv, the learner will seclect from among
several pictures the one th2t represents the word or phrase.

The learner will identify numer .s,

Shown part of an jtem, or a piccure oi part of an item, the learner
will identify the item.

After hearing descriptive words, phrases, or sa2nteaces, the learner
will select from a series of pictures the event or object that was
described.

Given two simple sentences which are identical except for one word,
the learner will identify the different word.

The lesrner will identify nairs of :rords thar rayme and pairs of
words that do not rityme.

The learner will ideatify figures vhat arc identical, though one is
rotated.

The learner will identify vight and ieft body parts,

Given orally the furction of a familiar cbject, the learner will
identify that object.

After listening to a selection, the learner will name its main
characters.

Given a setr of upper- or lower-case letters, the learner will identify
the letters thac are named.

Given an upper- or lower-case letter, the learner will identify its
corresponding lower- or upper-case form.

After listening to a story, the learner will ideatify the wain
events in the proper order.

The learner will identify vords, pictures, or objects representing
similar concepts.

After listening to a selection, the learter will identiiy its main
ideas.

The learner will identify words written in wanuscript that begin
with a designated letter.

The learner will identify pairs of words beginning with the same
consonant sound and those beginning withk different consonant sounds.
After hearing = story, poem or passage in vhich an emotion is
depicted, the learncr will describe the =moticn.

The learner will identify from among several items those that belong
to a given class or set.

The learner will identify from among several items those that do not
belong to a given class or set.

The learner will identify words, pictures, o1 cbjects representing
opposite concepts.
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The learner will ideptify from given words or pictures those having
the same heginning consonast sound.

Given words or pictures of objects, all but one ending with the same
consonant gsound, the learner will identify the one having a different
final sound.

The learner will identify pairs of words ending with the same conso-
nant sound and those ending with different consonant sounds.

Given a rhyming couplet with an incomplete last line znd a group of
words or pictures of ohjects, the learner will select the words
which best complete the rhyme.

the learner wili identify pairs of words containing the same medial
consonant sound and those containing different medial consonant
sounds.

The learver will identisv from given words or pictures of objects
those having the same mrdial consonant sound.

The learner will classify several itwais into groups accordirg ta his
own or a given rationalc.

The learner will identify from a set of words these containing a
given consoaant souad in a specified position,

The learner will differentiate between phrases and complete sentences.

Skills in the Mechanics ¢f Reading

The learner will identify vowels in the alphabet or in words.

The Jearner will identify consonants in the alphabet or in words.
Given known words or phrases, the learner will locate them in a

given reading selectiocn.

Given a written ccnsonant and several pictures of objects, the

learner will identify the object whose name begins with the given
censonant,

The learner will identify from a set of written words those beginning
with the same single consonant sound as a given word.

Given a new written word that is in his listening and speaking vocabu-
lary the learner will identify an illustration or object related to
that word.

Given a written consonant and several pictures of objects, the learner
will identify the object whose name ends with the given consonant.

The learner will identify from a set of written words those ending
with the same single consonant sound as a given word.

The learner will identify the simple words making up a compound word.
Given illustrations and sets of descriptive written words, phrases or
Sentences, the learner will select the word, phrase, or sentence which
best describes each illustration.

The learner will identify from a set of written words those containing
the same single medial consonant sound as a given word.

Given a word orally, or a picture of an object, the learner will iden-
tify its medial single consonant.

Given a written consonant and several pictures of objects, the learner
will identify the object whose name contains the given consonant in
the medial position.




14.

15.

16.

10.
11.
12.
13.

14.
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Given an oral word and a uiiica voneonapt Celaetg, Dlevd, oo
digraph) from that word, the icaracry wi'ld {ontity whethior tle zonro-
nant is in the initial, modizl, ¢ fina? nnss ton.
Given words with similar denotaticru. tha lez. ue. wiil ilentisy trhe
differences in connotatien or anapre,
The learner will choose from a lisi of wo~ds witl similar mesnings

[N

but with differeut cennotations or nuances the ¢oircec
plete a given seintence.

nrd L9 com-

Skills to Aid in Reading iompreheas:on

The learner will ideniify iLhe begiuning ot each son-cnce fn 4 atven
passage.

The learner will identity thr eudine of esch seriaves ip u fivan
passage.

After reading a select
or find detailed infox
Given class members, o
the same class.

The learner will identify velsied words ¢ siarnme.r.:,

Given a fantasy, fhro learner vill identify ovents that could nei
happen in resl 1ifs.

Given a passage in which an emoticn is coweyed, the leatpor wiil
identify the emotion doscribed in zhe passaga,

Given class members {verds or statements;, the Jearner will identily
class concepts.

Given class concepts, the learner will Ideniify wcabers belonging to
each class.

The learner will arrangs 2 scrumbled set of words 2% sentences in
logical order.

Given an incomplete sentence, the learnce wuill acwplotn it by iden-
tifying a word or phvase suitable to the rontext of the seatennr,
Given :lass mcwbers, the learner will identify clauses to which they
belong.

The learner will classify data according o aun ldentifiable rationale
or systemn.

The learner will answer questions about - given hypothetical =itua-
tion which reyuire him to infer infovmation not. Piterally or direztly
stated in the situation as given.

ion, the leainer will answar epecilic gunsrinng
wation.
; s s

e Learianw will idevinify sdditioual momuers fa

)
o~

Utilization of Reading Skills

The learner will arrange given words in alphabetical order.
The learner will correctly follow written instructions for hasks.
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Reading Objectives for Age 9

Skills Prerequisite to Reading

Given an oral direction, the learner will follow it.

Given the name of a body part, the learner will locate it on himself,
another person, a doll, or a picture.

Given a set of items or pictures, the learner will identify those that
are identical.

The learner will match items to illustrations of them.

Given a word or phrase orally, the learner will select from among
several pictures the one that represents the word or phrase.

After hearing descriptive words, phrases, or sentences, the learner
will select from a series of pictures the event or object that was
described.

Given the name of a part of the body, the learner will identify its
function.

The learner will identify right and left body parts.

Given complete and incomplete items or pictures, the learner will
supply the missing part to make the items or pictures identical.

After listening to a selection, the learner will name its main
characters.

After listening to a story, the learner will identify the main events
in the proper order.

After lictening to a selection, the learner will identify its main
ideas.

Given orally the function of a familiar object, the learner will iden-
tify that object.

Given two simple sentences which are identical except for one word,
the learner will identify the different word.

The learner will identify figures that are identical, though one is
rotated.

Given a set of upper- or lower-case letters, the learner will identify
the letters that are named.

Given an upper- or lower-case letter, the learner will identify its
corresponding lower- or upper-case form.

The learner will identify words written in manuscript that begin with
a designated letter. '

The learner will identify the direction or position of a specified
object.

The learner will identify from given words or pictures those having
the same beginning consonant sound.

The learner will identify pairs of words beginning with the same conso-
nant sound and those beginning with different consonant sounds.

The learner will identify pairs of words ending with the same conso-
nant sound and those ending with different consonant sounds.

The learner will identify pairs of words that rhyme and pairs of words
that do not rhyme.

Given a set of words, the learner will identify those that rhyme.

The learner will identify the letters that immediately follow and
precede a given letter in the alphabet.
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Given 2 lower- or upper-case letter in cursive, the learner will iden~
tify its corresponding upper- or lower-case form.

Given a set of upper- or lower-case letters in cursive, the learner
will identify the lotier that is naned.

The learner will identify the cuvsive form of a given manuscript
letter or manuscript form of a given cursive letter.

The learner will identify words written in cursive that begin with a
designated Jetter.

The learner will identify from among several items those that belong
to a given class or set.

The learner will identify from among several items those that do not
belong to a given class or set.

The learner will identify words, pictures, or objects representing
similar concepts.

The learner will identify words, pictures, or olLjects representing
copoaite concepts.

The lecarner will classify several items into groups accoerding to his
own ov a given rationale.

The learner will identify pairs of words containing the same medial
sonsonant sound and those containing different medial consanant
sonnds,

Given wordn or pictures of objects, all but one ending vith the same
consonant sound, the learner will identify the one having a different
final sound.

The learner will identify from given words or pictuces of objects
those having the same medial consonant sound.

The learner will identify from a set of words those containing a
given consonant seund in a specified position.

The learner will identify, from given words or pictures of objects,
those having the same vowel sound.

Given words or pictures of objects, all but omne containing the same
vowel sound, the learner will identify the one having a different
vowel sound.

Given a word orally, the learner will specify the number of syllables
it contains.

A{ter hearing a story, poem or passage in which an emotion is depicted
the learner will describe the emotion.

Shown part of an item, or a picture of part of ap item, the learner
will identify the item.

Given a rhyming couplet with an incomplete last line and a group of
words or pictures of objects, the learner will select the words which
best complete the rhyme.

Given a selection without an ending, the learner will identify an
appropriate ending.

The learner will differentiate between phrases and complete sentences.
Given two simple sentences, the learnmer will make a compound sen-
tence by adding a coordinator.

The learner will change a sentence by substituting two or more of its
words with two or more other words of the same grammatical function.
The learner will substitute one word for another of the same syntac-
tical function in a given simple sentence.

The learner will complete or construct sentences using a given verb
form.
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The learner will construct complete sentences using past, present,
and future forms.

Skills in the Mechanies of Reading

The learner will identify consonants in the alphabet or in words.

The learner will identify vowels in the alphabet or in words. i
Given a new written word that is in his listening and speaking vocabu-
lary the learner will identify an illustration or object related to
that word.

Given a written consonant and several pictures of objects, the learner
will identify the object whose name begins with the given consonant.
The learner will identify from a set of written words those beginning
with the same single consonant sound as a given word.

Given a written consonant and several pictures of objects, the learner
will identify the object whose name ends with the given consonant,

The learner will identify from a set of written words those ending
with the same single consonant sound as a given word.

Given a word orally, or a picture of an object, the learner will iden-
tify its medial single consonant.

The learner will identify from a set of written words those containing
the same single medial consonant scund as a given word.

Given a written consonant and several pictures of objects, the learner
will identify the object whose name containg the given consonant in
the medial position,

Given a word orally with a beginning consonant blend, the learner will
identify from a list of written words those with the same beginning
consonant blend as the given word.

Given an oral word containing a short vowel sound, the learner will
identify from a list of written words those containing the same short
vowel sound as the given word.

Given an oral word containing a long vowel sound, the learner will
identify from among given written words those containing the same

long vowel sound as the given word.

From a list of written words, the learrer will identify those that
have the same short vowel sound.

The learner will identify from given written words tliose containing
short vowel sounds. .

From a list of written words, the learner will identify those that
have the same long vowel sound.

The learner will identify from words given orally or from pictures

of objects those that begin with a given written consonant blend.
Given a word orally with a final consonant blend, the learner will
{dentify from a list of written words those with the same final conso-
nant blend as the given word.

The learner will identify the simple words making up a compound word.
Given known words or phrases, the learner will locate them in a given
reading selection.

Given a known word, the learner will identify its definition.

The learner will identify from given written words those containing
long vowel sounds.
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Given pairs of written words, the learner will identify those con-
taining the same dip.thong sound and those containing different
diphthong sounds.

Given a written consonant digraph and several pictures of objects, the
learner will identify the object whose name begins with the given
digraph.

Given a written consonant digraph and several pictures of objects, the
learner will identify the object whose name ends with the given digraph.
Given a written consonant digraph and several pictures of objects, the
learner will identify the object whose name contains the given digraphs,
in the medial position.

Given an unknown compound word composed of familiar simple words, the
learner will identify the meaning of the + mpound.

Given words in random order that may be combined into cempound words,
the learner will form compound words. :

Given a sentence containing one word of a compcund word, the learner
will use the context of the sentence to identify the missing part.
Given illustrations and sets of descriptive written words, phrases or
sentences, the learner will select the word, phrase, or sentence which
best describes each illustration.

Given a written word ending with a consonant blend, the learner will
substitute other final consonant blends to create new words.

Given an oral word and a written consonant (single, blend, or digraph)
from that word, the learner will identify whether the consonant is in
the initial, medial, or final position.

The learner will complete given written words by adding the missing
single vowel, vowel digraph, or diphthong.

The learner will identify designated types of vowels in given written
and oral words.

The learner will divide given words into syllables.

The learner will identify the primary and secondary accented syllables
and the unaccented syllables of given words.

Given an unfamiliar word in context, the learner will use context
clues to identify the meaning of the word.

Given an incomplete sentence, the learner will complete it by iden-
tifying a word or phrase suitable to the context of the sentence.
Given words with similar denotation, the learner will identify the
differences in connotation or nuance.

The learner will choose from a list of words with similar meanings

but with different connotations or nuances the correct word to complete
a given sentence.

Skills to Aid in Reading Comprehension

The learner will identify the beginning of each sentence in a given
passage.

The learner will identify the ending of each sentence in a given
passage.

The learner will identify the meaning of punctuation marks and capital
latters.
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After reading a selection, the learner will answer specific questions
or find detailed information.

The learner will read a selection carefully to find specified infor-
mation to answer specifi¢ questions.

Given a written contraction, the learner will identify the two words
that form it.

The learner will identify the letter(s) that the apostrophe represents
in given contractions.

Given an abbreviation, the learner will identify the word for which it
stands.

Given several sentences, the learner will indicate which sentences are
opposite in meaning.

The learner will identify from a list of events or ideas those contained
in a previously read selection.

Given a list of items or events from a familiar reading selection, the
learner will sequence them in the order of their occurrence in the
selection,

Given a reading selection, the learner will identify key words, phrases
or passages important to the meaning of the selection.

After reading a given selection, the learner will identify its main
events in proper sequence.

The learner will identify the main ideas and major concepts of a
selection.

The learner will answer from memory questions about the main idea,
important facts, and general content of a selection he has read.

The learner will paraphrase from memory a selection he has read.

The learner will locate in a given reading selection the Sx.ence or
paragraph contaiving its main idea.

The learner will identify synonyms in given pairs of words, lists of
words, or reading selections.

The learner will identify antonyms in given pairs of words, lists of
words, or reading selections. )

Given two or more Sentences, each using the same multiple-meaning word
in a different context, the learner will identify each different mean-
ing of the word. )

The lecrner will identify the root, prefix, or suffix of a given written
word,

The learner will add a Prefix or suffix to a given root word, making
appropriate spelling changes in the root when necessary.

The learner will identify prefixed or suffixed words that mean the same
as given phrases.

The learner will identify homonyms in given pairs of words, lists of
words, or reading selections,

Given a fantasy, the learner will identify events that could not
happen in real 1ife.

Given sentences, the learner will identify those that are realistic and
those that are make believe.

Given a passage in which an emotion is conveyed, the learner will
identify the emotion described in the passage.

Gilven a passage in which an emotion is conveyed, the learner will
identify the words or phrases conveying emotion.

The learner will identify related words or statements.
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The learner will identify specified figures of speech in reading

selections.

Given an incomplete passage, the learner will select or write a gen-
tence to complete it.

The learner will identify correctly and incorrectly used possessives
in given phrases or sentences.

The learner will identify the feeling or mood conveyed by a given

selection.
Given a new word and the meaning of its prefix, suffix, and/or root,

the learner will identify the meaning of the new word.
Given class members, the learner will identify additional members in

the same class.
Given class members (words or statements), the learner will identify

class concepts.

“Given class concepts, the learner will identify members belonging to

each class.
Given class members, the learner will identify classes to which they

belong.

The learner will classify data according to an identifiable rationale
or system.

Given a passage and a paraphrase of a statement appearing in that
passage, “he Jearner will locate the original statement in the passage.
The learner will identify examples of literal and non-literal phrases
or sentences in given selections.

The learner will translate given examples of non-literal language.
The learuner will arrange-a scrambled set of words or sentences in
logical order.

Given a scrambled set of sentences which make up a paragraph or
passage, the learner wilil arrange them in logical order.

The learner will describe how he would feel or what he would do if he
were a designated character in a reading selection.

Given a statemeut or passage involving cause and effect, the learner
will identify ihe cause and the effect.

The learner will answer questions about a given hypothetical situa-
tion which require him to infer information not literally or directly
stated in the situation as given.

Given a reading selection, the learner will identify the author's
purpose.

The learmer will identify correct and incorrect uses of inflected
verb forms in given phrases or sentences. .

The learner will identify correct and incorrect uses of comparatives
and superlatives in given written phrases and sentences.

The learner will give his opinion concerning a current event or issue
about which he has read.

Given a reading selection, the learner will state whether it is
relatively biased or unbiased.

The learner will identify the missing element in a given analogy.
Given a selection containing facts and conclusions drawn from those
facts, the learner will explain whether or not the facts warrant the
conclusions.

The learner will identify in a given article or editorial the author's
opinions and one or more reasons or statements on which each opinion

is based.




