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ABSTRACT , S S .
It was hypothesized that a reliable and valid neasure
of the psychological adjustment of clergymen could be obtained by
construct:.ng a sentence completion test. The items were designed to.
‘measure the followiny six areas: (1) self-perception, (2) '
interpersonal relations, (3) psychosexual maturity, (4) pr:.esthood,
(5) Church-iaith, and (6) job satisfaction. A 72-item test was
‘constructed and administered to 115 prlests. ‘The protecols were
judged using an empirically based scoring manual. The results
‘indicated that the r's for reliability ranged from .84 to .96, and
the biserial r's ranged from .62 to .86 for va11d1 ty, thereby
supporting the hypotheses. (Author) :
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The Loyola Sentence Completion Blank for Clergymen-
Construction and Validation

 MARY A. SHEEHAN & FRANK J . KOBLER
Loyola University of Chicago

Abstract

It Was hypothesized that a reliable and valid measure of the
adjustment of clergymen could be obtained by construct:.ng a
sentence completion test with items designed to measure (1)
self-perception  (2) interpersonal relations (3) psychosexual
maturity (k) priesthood (5) Church-faith (6) job satisfaction.
A 72-item test was constructed and administered to 115 priest -
Ss.. Using an empirically-based scoring manual, judges scored

the protocols., The hypotheses were supported - reliability.

r = .8l to .96 validity~ rbis = 62 to .86,




TLROWSTION

The purpose of tln.s research was to construct a tool which w«m]d e
usefu] fo1~ dlscnmmatmg psycholo":.cal ac‘.gustnent in the clergyman 'ooou-
1at1on. The cesire was to have an easy—to-admnnster tool which would
20int oub by numem.cal scores those clergymen who have nroblems regard1n'

overall psycholo'val adgustment or oroblems in any ot‘ the follomnnf -

. subareas o7 acjustment: (1) self—-percegta.on (2) mtemersonal relat1ons
 (3) psychosexual matunty (h) omesthood (5) Church-falth and (6) Job
’sata.s.tactlop.v It vas alg»o. d931red that the tool be -_)mject1ve enough to .
facilitate its clinical use for understanding an individual clerg_yman"vs
s£y1e, éspirétions, stfengths, etc;.‘ ‘I‘hus', the tool chosen was a'sen_tvence
completioh blank. | | |

| At‘gireéent, the s_entencé cdmpletign ﬁéthod is-uséd 'exte_nsiv:élyv.fd:»‘
researchnur)oses, esbe'cially when e:nﬁrically—c‘-evised scbri.ng manuals
such as the one Rotter and Rafferty defelopee in 1950 are used, Coriunén't-s
on the vahch.ty of the test also su-rport 1ts use: Murstem, for example,.

in h1s 1965 X-Iandbook of pro;]ecta.ve techm._gpes says, "The Sentence Comp] e-

‘. tion Method is a vahd test, generally speakm and p'f'obably the most_s
 valid of all the pro;}ectlve techrnques renorted in the litnrature."

A further reason for choosing the sentence completion blank as the
tool to be developed for use with the clergyman population is its attestecd:
use with similar populations, for example, seminarians. Much work

has been done at Loyola during the past decade on the Loyola Seminarian

Sentence Completion Test. A validation study of it is reported in the

1969 Journal of ?rojective Techniques and Personality Assessment by




Sl;eridan and‘I(obler. They found their sentence completion test to be 2
reliable and va.'i.id indicator of "need for counseling" among seminarians. o
: One further introductory question needs to be aslced namely, "Why‘

bother dev:.sing and validating a special sentence completion blank 'for

: é:lergymen at all'é" My reasons for doing so are twofolds one, ‘the crisis
. of the clergyman's vocation, especially as this crisis is experienced
toda.y by Roman Catholic priests, made the priest pooulation an important
and interesting t-'roup for me to study, and secondly, devising such a test
at the time I did made it possible for me. to tie my resea.rch in with the

_ nationa.l s'lmdy of Driests which wa.s getting under way at that time, 'Ihis
_national study of nriests is presently being oublished under the a.uthor-
ship of E.lgene Kennedy and Victor Heckler. It is entitled ihe _..101-...

psEhological stu 1dy of the ministry and life of the American priest
| To get on then with the present research let me present the proce-
- dure used ‘and the results obtained rogarda.nﬁ tiic construction and valida-

tion of the Loyola Sentenco Completion Blan.c for Cloergymen.
- Subjects

Priests enrolled 'in the Loyola Pastoral Institute during.the' sumor
of 1969 were asked to participate in a pilot study for the national »
study of priests. 115 priests Volunteered. The mean age was 35 years,
39% of the priosts belonged to religious commmities; the remaining wero
diocesan priests. Thoy were engaged in a variety of activitiecs and came
from various parts of the United States. Of the 107 American priests who
took the sentence completion tost, 60 were sclocted by use of a table of

random numbers to be interviewed as part of the pilot study. Since these

60 subjects vwould be used in the validity study for the seontence completion
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test, they wero cxcludoo f'*om tho choice ox 4O subjects to ‘oe used. for
setting up . the initiJ scoring manual. Tho L0 sub:)octs used for setting

up the sconngvmanual were chosen ra.ndomly from the remaining subjects.

Construction of the tost

The six arcas to be measured in the test (self-perceotion, inter-
personal relations, etc ) were chosen in conjunction with those working

on the nah.onal study of priests, those arcas scomed especia.lly relevant

- to thc pncst's psyohological ad:justmont At least 20 stems per ca.tcgory '

were compiled~ these were. then ra.ted by b clm1cal psychologists for

their usci‘ulnoss in oliciting rcsponses :mdicative of emotional adjustment.

After the four ps,/chologists had rated the stems md added new ones, they -

’met together a.nd dobated their ratings until they reached consensus on

the lh most useml stems per category.. These then wore the stems used

..for the i‘irst form of the test

After the tost was dministercd and scored, the writer used the

scorer‘a' judgmonts to climinate two moro items por catogory. The criteri.... |

. usod in elinﬂ.n...ting thoso stcms were- difficulty 11’1 scoring the item, _

ma‘mlity of the itcm to discrnnmate along the rating scale, and tho
tendorncy of an item to frequontly produco a neutral response. It was

this revised form of the test which was used for computing the roliability
and validity figures given in this study.

Administration 9_@‘_ the test

L

The tost was administered to the ontire group of volunteers at onc
session during which time they also completed 2 data sheet and the MMPI.

Two proctors estimated that the average timc for completing the sentence

4
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completion tosl was 35 mwimutos.

Seuring Exstcm

An objective sc.oringv fsysten tras desired, tlus .a manual of scoring
cxanples was compiled Four judges (difforent from those who ewﬂ.ludtod
- the stems for uscfulncss), all c11n1cal psychologj.sts, onc a pmcst one
a woman, and 2 laymen, were askod to rate e ch of the responses for ho
: protocols along 2 7 point ratlnsr scale, gomg from the most pos1t1ve
through neutral to most negative. "The four ,judges' ratings wero then~
compared. .'Thoso' rosponses which were rated the same by at’b least'thvree .
of the four Judges were colloctcd mto the manual, The- scoring for the '

I‘ellc..blllty and validity studles was thcn done us1ng this ma.nual

~ Reliability

The rclmbn.l:Lty mcasured was mter-scoror rel1._b111ty. Two graduotc
students in psychology were asked to score 32 protocols, 16 at a tnne,
accordlnv to the Scor'i.ng Rulcs and Scoring Examples. Nelther graduate'
student know who the other scorer was. Preca utn.ons were also takcn to |
avo:Ld the “kelo: cffect" by having the scorcrs rate all items # bor.ore_
.going on to 1tcm #2, etc., e.nd by hav:.ng them record the1r ratmgs for -
cach 1tem on separa tc cc.rds. Pearson r was then computed for total

scorcs as well as for the six subtest scores.
Validity

The validity tested herc was a type of criterion-reclated validity,
i.c., thc question to be answored was whether the sentence completion

scores (both thc total and the six subtest scores) gave an indication
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of adjnuuuent consohr'.ut wlth o'ther mnnsﬁr«xs of c.djustment Tho critoria
used were based on (1) MMPI profiles and (2). psycholog:.sts' ratmgs of
the sub;jects. Thcsc latter were made on the basis of 1n-deuth 1nter-
vv:\.cws w:l.th thc subjocts. The MMPI cr:LterJ.on used to d1fferent1ate thc

groun mto two subgroups--those evi.dencmg good adjustment and those

evidenc:mg noor 'vd;justmcnt--was as :f.‘ollows. poor adjustment was defined
as havmg tuo or more clim.cal scales both gro vtor than or equal to a t-
score of 70, Good ad;justmcnt was defmcd o8 havmg no clinical sca.lc
| greater than a t-scoro of 65. The psychologists who 1nterv:|.ewed thc
subjeccts rated thcm in soveral trays. ‘The ra tlngs used horc were thclr
.ratlng of normal or ._.bnormal plus their ratmg on the Westley ...nd
- Eh)stcin scale of edaushnent Adcquate ‘.d;justncnt on the Westley and -
_Epstcin sc...]c wes dcﬁ.ncd es a Aor B rat,.ng, :mndequ tc adjustment was
‘defined as 2 C or D n.tmg. | |
- Three sets of b1scru.l corrclg.tmns were thcn run, Th\. f1rst was -
beimcon sentence completion scores and the ch.stnbution of Ss mceting the |
' : 'MMPI cn.ten'». for good or poor adjustmont- the. second was betwocn scntencc |
'comple.tlon scorcs 'md the dis uribution of Ss mcctlng the psychologist
: ‘rat:.ng criterion of good or poor o.d:justment- tho th:.rd was betwcen sontonce'
completion scores '~.nd the distnbution of subjccts meet:mg both thc IﬂIPI
criterion i‘or rrood or poor adjustment and the psychologist rat:mg cr:.tenon
for good or poor adjustment. In 2ll of thesc cases, the correlations were

ran for t}ze- total sentence oompletion scores and tho subtest scores.
Results

The results indicate that the test is both reliable snd valid,

Pearson r correlations ranged from .96 on the total score tc .84 on the




B of"MM?I and psychologists!' .ratings. These corrclations were significant

‘ cantly with tho separate cr:.tena, but they did correlate slgnlﬁcently

priesthood sc ale .

is a rehable measure a.nd it does give a usei‘ul indication of adeqd‘.te

.' pnest populat1on. In the national study of priests mentioned earlior,'
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sclf-perconti on subtost. Va11d1ty as measured Ly bi qvnal COI‘I‘O].;.th'nd

was .62 when scntonco eompletiou totel scores wore correlated with the

MMPT indication of adjustment; .66 whon corrclated with psychologists!

‘ratings of odjustment; and .86 when cozjrelated with the combined eriteria

at the 01 level. The subtest scorass did not 'zlways correlate ’sigm’.fi-'

at least at the .05 level when the combined crltem.a was used These -

correletlons ranged from_ 178 on the job satn.smct:\.on scale to .5h on the
In conclus:Lon, the Loyola Sentence Complot:l.on Blank for Clergymen

versus 1nedequate a.d;;ustment for clergymen. A cutoff score of 27h on

the test correctly identifies 87% of the subjects on the bas1s of ade-.

quate versus inadequate a.djustment The subtest scores g:.ve some 1nd1-
...t1on of how thc cleroymen is opere.tmg in partn.cular arda, but they_f-
are not best used as :mdependent indicators of deustment |

Thus, ‘the test can be used for several clinical purposes with the

the test was found to bo one of the most d1scr:.m.nat1ng 1nd1ca.tors of

psycholog:.cal development among priests. Also, as a result of its ! B
being used in that study, further data on it is availeble and will be

analyzed by woy of item analysis ond cluster anclysis in order to

further refince the test. Hopefully, the test will also be uscd with

other populations of clergymen such as the Mmerican Bishops. But that

is for a future time., Thank you.
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