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ABSTRACT

Comparisons between observed behaviors of fathers in
a structiured interaction situation with their five-year-old daughters
and their reported bzhaviors as obtained from an interview are
studied. Several consistencies and some differences were found.
Consistencies occurred more often in fathers' helping and demanding
behavinrs, as well as in their behaviors indicating non-involvement
with child. Inconsistencies were most frequent in their reported and
observed degree of encouragement of child's independence. Issues
related to fathers' role in child rearing and to influence of
methodology upon results obtained with different techniques were
discussed. (Author/NF)
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O
wd In the present study, coup:risons were .i:de between observod behaviors

of fathers in a structured interaction situation with their five-yenr-old
daughters ond their reported behiviors as obtained frow :n interview.,  JSove
earal consistencies and sowe differences were found. Consistencies ocecurred
.more often in fathers' helping and deaanding behaviors, :s well os in their

behaviors indiceting non-involveiient with the child. Inconsistencies were
ost frequent in their reported and observed degree of encouragement of the
child's independence. Issues related to the father35 role in child renring
and to the influence of nethodology qu00 results obtained with different
techniques were discussed.
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Obscrved EBehaviors with Duughters

Joy D. Osofsky

Teiple University

kiany different methods of studying parent-child relationships have boen
used including interviews, questionnaires, case histories, parcnt end child
reports, and direct observations. However, relatively few comparisons have
been na2de between different wethods to determine sitilarities and differcnces
in the data obtained (S.;lith, I958; Bing, I1963; Antonovsky, 1959; sunich, I961;
Brody, I965; Douglas, 1968). Since it is often assu.ed that with all .cthods
the investigator is neasuring sinilar aspects of prrental behavior, couparisons
between results would appear to be of iaportance. In the resent study par-
ents and their children were observed in a structured laboratory situation
during which the children's behaviors were conirolled , in order to investi-
gate children's effects upon parentzl behaviors. fhe parents were slso in-
terviewed and inforuntion was obtained concerning a variety of reported be-
haviors. Thus, the study afforded an opportunity to couipare observed with
reported parental beﬁaviors.

Fathers have not frequently been included in studies of pzrent-child
relationships, further, when they h:ve been included, their participation
has of ten been indirect. Fothers® or children's reports have usually been
utilized to obtain inforuation concerning futhers' reactions in specific sit-
uations. In the present study, both f..thers and nothers werc o served witi
their daughters, and were interviewed regarding their childresring 2ititudes
ard behaviors. Considering the relative paucity of direct iufori.:tion con-
cerning fathers' child re.ring attitudes =nd tehaviors, the rindings relsted
to the fathers will ve presented in this paper.

Mhethod
Subjects. The Ss were 4I niddle class parents and their daughters with

a e ige of 5.1 years. Tho naues of the children were obtained froiu school
lists of children who would be entering kindergarten the folloving year in
the Ithaca, Wew York School Systau,

Procedure. 1The Ss were contacted first by letter and then by tclephonc
and c~sked to come to Cornell Unive ity to participuite in a study of pirsnt-

child relationships. The prrents were each observed separztely in 2 struct-

ured interaction situztion with their daughters :nd were interviewed concern-
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ing their chila r.oiring attitudes .nu Boilaveors usin, a wodific: tion of tiw

Sears, et al (I957) interview schedule. wany of the intcrview gucestions
were designed to specifically assess reported cncoursgecnt of dependent
aznd indenendent behaviors. ‘ine Ss were infor:ied thit their bclzavior_s would
be observed and videot:ped frou behind a ong=way .iirror,

During the structured interaction situation, tasks were presented in
counterbalanced order. One of the tisks was designed to :uke the children

act independent (assez;bling an easy puzzle) and the other to nake the chilara.

“«ct dependent ( asseibling a difficult puzzle) . To further encourcge the

desired Leh:viore, the children, while sepirated frou their parents, were in-
structed that they would be 2ble to do the casy puzzle by therselves and th.t
*they would probably need kelp with the difficult one. The pacents were acked
to be with the children during the performance of these tasks and werce told
taat they could help their daughters il they so dewsired.

Using the videotapes, the children's behavior was rated for the :ount
of independent and dependent behavior which they displiyed. Independent child-
ren's bchaviors included thejr worlcing on her owvm, rnot asking for nclp, mal-
ing = statenent of confidence, and showing initiative in cxhibiting genar:l
independent behaviors. Dependent children's behaviors included theiv csiking
for help, following directions, wztching the parent do the puzzle for the child,
and zsking about the absent parent.  Parcats' behavior was evalunted for cou=
tro}, verbalization, physic.l interuction, positive reinforecrrent, and gen-
eral encourageiient of dependence and independence. Observationzl dat: was
coded in IS-sec. intervzls by two unbiased observers until rcliability was
established. Kean interrater relizbili ty on a sample of ihe date was .80 for
the children's behaviors. Following the establisli.ent of reliability, onc oy
the raters scored the recizinder of the tapes. The interview, conducted by

two interviewers, ctressed dato concerning dependince and independunce in

children. After establishing reliability, (% = .8I). the reuainder of the

intervicws were coded by ons rter.
Hesults

Earlier reports have sresented findings indicating that the design was
successiul in producing the desired dependent and independent children's be-
haviors ana that it wis effcciive in vliciting dif'ferenti:l parental responsus
(Osofsky & Oldfield, I97I). Dat2 hus also been presented dealing with the

relationships between the children's and the rothers' and fathers' ovserved
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behaviors (Osofsky & 0'Connell, in press). The presont piper will report re-

- Sults relating fathers' reported behaviors in the interview to those obsvrved
in the interactior situation, in an attept to deterzine the rclationships
between reported and obscrved behaviors.

During the independence-producing situation {when the child was doing
the easy puzzlc—) several relationships were found. ‘The father's encouraging
of the chlld's independent behavicr relaied to his reports of ‘mvlnf' strictly
enforced bedtize rules (r = -.29, p ¢ .05), not allowing the child to ;0 far
away froi: the house alone (r = -.28, p < .05), feeling that it was very in-
portant for her to do well in school (r = 30, p « .05)
with child (r = -.33%, p ¢ .05).

» and being very strict
The fathers, who asked the child questiions
designed to help her with the puzzle, reported that he felt it to be very ii:-
portant for the child to be obedient (r = ~.3I, p 2 .05), that he taught ‘the

child things, such as the alphabet, before she went to school (r = .29, p ¢ .05),
and that he was protective of her when she quarrcled with other chilurun
(r=_.%, p ¢ .05).

In the dependence-producing situation, the folloving relationships werc
noted. The father's asking que-stions designed to help thc child related to
his allowing her :auch ihdebendeuce at play (r = .28, p ¢ .05), his reacting
positively to being followed by the child ( r = -.30, P 4 .05), and his giving
ker little verbal or physical discipline (r = -,36, p « .0I, r = -.28, p ¢ .05

respectively), but rather depriving her of privileges as purishuent (r = .33,

P < .05). The futher's watching the child also related positively to his ene-
coureging her independent behaviors in oany ways (r = .26, p % .C5). ‘ihe

father's encouraging independence relaited to his reporting that he made the
u2in decisions about the child (r = -.5I, p <« .0I). His cncourzging the
child to continue related to reports of his being strict about the child's
going away frou the house alone (r = -.29, p ¢ .05), his clos sely supervising
her play by knowing where she was at all tines (r = ~.26, p « .05), his help—~

ing her when she asked for it even if she could do it by herself (r = -.32,

p < .05), his using soue physical discipline (r = 32, p « .05), ad his re-
ports of the child's rezcting negatively to being

left with a stranger (r = -.37,
p < .0I).

By coiparing the fathers' interview 4bout reportcd attitudes and behaviors
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with the child's behaviors in the two situations, it is possible to evaluste,
in another way, the poszible consistencies znd inconsistencies

es in the fathers?
reported behaviors. In the independence-producing situation, the child's be-

havior of watching the narent do the puzzle related to the father's reporting:
that he helped the child when she as:ed ior it even if she could Go it her-
self (r = ~.28, p ¢« .05), that he ncver disciplined the child verbally (r =
-.70, p . .0I), that his wife was very striet with the child (r = -.30,
P/ .05), that he spent lattle tiwe with her on weekends (r = -.206, p ¢ .:5),
and that he did not encourage her to act independent (r = -.26,p ¢ ,05),

The child's responding to the fazther related to his reporting that the child's

obedience was very iuaportant to hin (r= -.26, p ¢ .05) and chat he <id not

.28, p < .05).

In the dependence-producing situation, the child's reaponding to her

closely supervise her play activity (r

father related to his reporting that le wus strict with her in general (r =
-.28, p &8 .05), thut he was specifically strict with her in not lctting hier
go away froa the house alone (r = =.30, p 4 .05), that he allowed her .uch
independence in her play activities {r = .42, p 7 .0I), that he physically
disciplined her (r=.27, p ¢ ,05), and that he spent a great deal of tiue
with her both during the week (r = .37, o ¢ .0I) and'on veelkends (r = .29, |

P < .05). The child's statement of difficulty correlated with her father's
reporting that he was strict about allowing her away fron the house :.lons
(r=-.36, p ¢ .0I), that he 2lways wanted to know where she was wlicn she

was playing (r = =.37, p < .0I), that he used physical discipline with her
(r= .30, p 2z .05), that he spent littlc tize with her on weckends (r = -.75,
p 2 -._05), and his reporting thet the child desired Imch participation fro.
hiv (r = =36, p < .0I). The child's atteupts to withdraw frou the situ:tion
ani not do the difficult puzzle related to her father's reporting that he
usuzlly helped the child vhen she asked for it even when she could do it her-
self (r = ~.48, p 4 .OI), that he tumght her things before siiz went to school
(r = .28, p ¢ .05), that he speint little tiue with her on weckends (r = o035,
D < .OI), and his reporting that she reacted negatively to being left with

a stranger (r = -.29, p ¢ .05).
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discussion
As is evideat froa the results of the study, fathers! reports or their
behaviors and their behaviors when-actually observed nay be quite difterent.

Although some evidence is avzilable indicating that such discrepancies may

exist, the assumption has of ten been made that the same doizain is being turncd

with either observations or interviews. Because of this reesoring, one iethod
has oten been substituted for the other as & rezsonatle alternztive.

4 comparison of the data obtained fro:: the interviews and obscrvations
has shown several consistenciew as well as many differences. In couparing
the father's reported and his observed behaviors, consistencies occurred more
often in his helping and deuanding behaviors, and in his behaviors indiciting

aon-involven:nt with the child. Incomsistencies were wost evident between

the reported and observed dcgree of his encourageuent of the child's inde-

peridence.

Inportant relationships were also noted between the fathers! reported
behaviors and the child's observed behaviors. Th. father's reports abous his
reactions to the cihild's independent and dependent behaviors were cousistent
vith her observed independence and dependence in the behezvioral situation,
and his reports about spending nuch tiue with his child 2nd being involved
with her were consistent with hexj observed resnonsiveness to Lim. Inconsis-
tency was revealed between soie of his reported demands and her responsive-
ness to him. It is interesting to note thut greater consistency wzs present
between the father's reports of encouragement of denendent and indcpendent
behavior and the child's observed behavior, than between father's reporied

and observed behavior in this area.

In conclusion, it is iuportant to recognize trat the method used to
gatner inforuation in studying the parent-child relationchip will influence
the kinds of results that are obtained. In addition, fathcrs as well as
‘uothers pley significant roles in the fauily. bdore data is needed concemiing
pousible consistencies and inconsistencies vhich can be obtained with different
rethods, and wore inforuation is necessary to deteriine reasins for their

existence.
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