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Laesitiond and ﬁzawm

about the

NATIONAL ASSESSMENT OF EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS

I. What is the National Assessment of Educational Progress?

It is an annual national survey of the knowledge, skills, understandings and
attitudes of certain groups ot voung Americins,

2, What are the goals of National Assessment?

The two najor goals are;
L. To make available the first comprehensive data on the educational attainments
of young Americans,
2, To measure any growth or decline which takes place in seteeted aspects of the
educational attainments of young Americans in certain subject areas,

3. Why issuch an assessment necessary”?

Every year billions of dollars are spent on educition in the United States - on
buitdings, on teachers” sataries; on curricutum planning - but very little is known
about the effectiveness of this eapenditure, The purpose of National Assessment is
to gather data that will help answer the question, “How much good is the
expenditure ot so much money doing, in terms of what Americans know and can
do?
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4.

Does this mean you're gathering data onspecitic school districts that will allow you
to compare the effectiveness of dif¥erent schools and districts?

No,the sample s not drwn i such aoway that we can make any statements about
mdividual schools, districts, or even states, The siflest arca wecan tadk abouat 1va
geographic region, For Natiomd Assessment purposes, the country is divisled mto
tour regions - Northeast, Southeast, Central, send West,

How is National Assessment financed?

The project has received funds from three ditferent saurces sincee it began in 1964
the Carnegic Corporiailon off New York, the Pord Foundation's und for the
Advmeement of Fducation, and the US. Otfice of Education, Currently major
fundmg is provided by the National Center for Educational Statistics in the U.S.
Office of Fdueation,

How does the Assessment gather data to determine the educational attainments of
Americans?

Fint, it is necessary to determine what the ed ucational system is trving to achieve,
These objectives are identified through the eCtorts of both school and lay people,
and are to meet three basic eriteria, These are that they must be:

1. considered important by seholurs,
. aceepted as educatiom tasks by the schools, and
vonsidered desirable by thoughttul lay citizens.

o

Sccond, questions and tasks, called exercises in Natioml Assessment’s terminology,
are written to determine how well these objectives are being achieved,

Third, the cxereises are administered to people selected through random sampling
procedures throughout the country.

Who is in charge of the Assessment?

The Education Commission of the States (ECS) is National Assessment's governing
organization. ECS is presently composed of representatives of 44 states and
territories whose purpose is to discuss mutual educational problems and to act
together to achieve educational goals. Since its membership includes governors,
chief state school officers, legislators, and lay people, ECS serves to make Natjonal
Assessment legally responsible to the public.

Who makes the policy decisions about the project?

The Steering Committee of ECS is the ultimate policy making group. [t meets four
times o year. [naddition, a National Assessment Policy Contmittee ieets fonr times
a vear to handle the month-to-month policy questions. Members include people
working dircetly in the field of education and nonprofessionals concerned about
education,
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Who heads the National Assessment Policy Committee?

James A, LLazlett, Dnector of Flementuy and Secondary Fducation for 108 and
fonmer superintendent ot sehools 1 Ranwas City, Missouri, is chirman ot the
Natonad Assessment Policy Comunttee, He is also the Admmnstrative Ditector of
NALDL,

Is ECS direetly in charge ot conducting the work of the Assessment?

No, FCS provides general direction for the project, but a separate NALP staff
within ECS handles the day-today work of the Assessment,

Whois the NAEP Staft Director?

J. Stanley Ahmann, formerly professor of psyehology at Colorado State University,
stteceeded Frank B, Womer as S6it Directoron July 1, 1971,

Where is the National Assessment stat located?

The National Assessment statTis located with the rest of the Edueation Commission
of’ the States in Denver, Colorado, The address is:
300 Lincoln Tower
1860 Lincoln Street
Deuver, Colorado 80203

When did the Assessment begin?

Project planning began in 1964, when the Exploratory Committee on Assessing the
Progress of Education (ECAPL) was established with Casnegiv Corporation funds to
investigate the possibilities of a national asessment, and to develop a plan and
instrumentation for its conduet, The work of FCAPE resulted in the design
currently  followed by NAEP, Actual administration of National A ssessment
exereises in the schoots began in the spring of 1969, '

Daoes the National Assessment staff administer the exercises?

No, field work is done by the Rescareh Triangle Institute (RT1) of Raleigh, North
Caroling, which works under contract with the Educgtion Commission of the
States, RTL conduets the assessment in the Northeast and Southeast regions, and
subcontraets the assessment in the Central and “*'ost regions to the Measurement
Research Center of lowa City, fowa,

Who are the people asked to respond to the exercises?

Four age levels are being sampled — 9-year-olds, 13:year-olds, 17-year-ulds, and
young adults between the ages of 26 and 35,

Jd

N

fy




16. How are the people chosen to participate in the Assessment?

Using rindom sampling procedures similar to those used in public opinion polling,
NAEP swelects people for the Assessment and then sceks their cooperation,

17. How many pcople participate?

Approzimately 80,000 to 100,000 peaple partivipate as respondents each year,
National Assessinent exercises are administered in sucha way that no one individual
takes alt the exercises (this would require one person to spend as long as 14 hours
to complete the entire set ot exereiseshbut only a portion of the exercises,
Approximately 2,500 respondents complete cach exercise,

18, How are these people assessed?

Students in school are assessed in a0 group situation or, insome cases, in individual
interviews, Paper-and-pencil questions, discussions, and actual tasks to perform are
inchuded antong the exercises,

Adults are interviewed individually in their homes, and ont.ottschool 17-year-olds
also respond to exercises individually.

19. Does administration of exercises in the school mean that students, teachers, and
administrators must take much time from their classes?

Only about 50 minutes are required for a student to respond to &1e exereises, so he
misses no more than a single class period. All exereises are administered by people
cimployed by the Research Triangle Institute or the Messurement Rescarch Center,
s0 no teachier or administrator time is required tor that purpose. School personnel
are asked to provide a list of their studentsin the age group being assessed, to be
used in randomly selecting individuals to participate, and they are asked to provide
space for the assessment_and to help locate students in the samiple. Otherwise, no
school time is necessary.

20. You say that schools provide a list of the students in the age group being assessed.
Does this mean that individuals who participate in the assessment are identified by
name?

No, thelist of names is necessary only for the parpose of selecting, throngh random
sampling procedures, the people who will participate. But the names of purticipants
do not appear on any cxercises, and NAEP censures the anonymity of the
respondents.

21. What are the subject areas included in the Assessment?

Ten subject arcas were chosen for assessment: Citizenship, Science, Writing, Musie,
Mathematics, Literature, Social Studices, Reading, Art,and Carcer and Occupational
Development. Other arcas may be added in the future,
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Are all these areas being assessed each year?

No. Other than the tirst Vear. two subject arcas are assessed cach year, The
assessment plans:

Cycle
March 1969 1ebruary 1970 Scivnee, Writing, Citizenship
October 19700 August 1971 Readmg, Laterature
October 1971 August 1972 Muvie, Social Studhes
October 1972 August 1973 Math, Scienee
October 1973 - August 1974 Writing, Careerand

Oceupational Development

October 1974 August 1975 Citizenship, Art

Cyele 2
October 1975 - August 1976 Reading, Literature

October 1976 - August 1977
October 1977 - August 1978
October 1978 - August 1979

October-1979 - August 1980

Music, Social Swdies
Math, Science

Carcer und Oceupational
Development, Writing
Citizenship, Art

The repeated assessments of subject areas will allow comparisons to show whether
change has occurred.

How are results reported?

About 50 pereent of the exercises given cach year are reported, along with the
percentage of people giving various responses, both correct and incorrect. The
remaining exercises will not be reported until they have been used again when a
subjeet is reassessed in future years.

Results will be reported nationally — for example, the percentage of all 9-year-olds
who responded correetly — for cach exercise and cach age. In addition, results will
be given for other categories:

1. Geographie region — Northeast, Southeast, Centrat and West;

2. Size and Type of Community — extreme rural areas, extrenie inner cities,
extreme affluent suburbs, inner city fringes, suburban fringes, medium citics,
small cities;

3. Sex;

Color — Black, White, and total;

5. Parental education — Both parents with cighth grade or less, one parent with
some high school but not graduated, at least one parent graduated trom high
school, and at least one parent with some post-high school training.

2y

Beginning with the sceond assessment year, results are reported for cach subject
arca by theme. A theme is a set of exercises which share a common content but
which ntay require diverse behavioral responses. A separate volume s devoted to
the results of cach theme,
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When wilt resufts be reported?

Nattonal Asesinent has alteady reported on the it asesments of Science.
Ciizenshap, Watine, and Reading, Additional repotts widl be made cach year as
assessenis ate completed,

What reports are avaitable and where may they be obtained?

the tollowmg reports are avaikible:

Screnee National Resutts 51,75
Serence Group Resules

thy Sex. Region, Size of Community) $1.00
Crurzenship National Results S$1H2S
Crtizenship Group Results $1.25
Writing National Results $1.50
Writing Group Results SL.2S

The following reports will be avaitable and priced by summer 1972

Scienee Group Results (by Pype ol Community,
Color, and Parental Education)

Writime Mechanies

Reading

Citizemhip Group Results (by Type ot Community,
Color, and Parental Education)

Requests torreports should be directed to:

Superintendent of Documents
U.S. Government Printing Office
Washington, D.C. 20402

(School distriets and individual schouols cooperating in National Assessiment receive
free copices of the reports in which they participate,)

How mightresults be used?

Sinee: Nautiomal Assessment reports in cach subjeet area will be Yortheonting on
regular  sehedule,  and since the basic currictlum objectives will be regularly
reviewed based on input from all segnrents of the educational community, the
reports should hotd many ideas for local and state assessment projects, curriculum
design, - instiuctional materials development, teacher education and perhaps even
industrial inservice training progranis,

Are there services available from NAEP of which we should be aware?

Yes, In uddition to u regular NAEP Newsletter reporting tatest developments in the
project, w new Department of Utilization/ Applications has beet created o colieet
and - disseminate  information about how results are viewed and used. This
department conducts workshops and  provides assistance to state and  local
cducation agencies in development of assessment projects appropriate to their own
situations, :
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[ | TI'would like my nameadded to the National Assessmen t mailing list.




National Assessment Mailing List

Department of Communications and Public Relations
300 Lincoln Tower

1860 Lincoln Street

Denver, Colorado 80203
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