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ABSTRACT

The largest group of non-English speaking immigrants
who come to Canada are Italians, the vast majority of whom are from
Southern Italy. This paper furnishes intormation on their cultural
background and lists multi-media resources to introduce teachers to
Italian society so that educators may better understand their
students. Immigrant children are faced with choosing between two
conflicting life styles -- the values of Canadian society and family
values and customs. When teachers are aware of the problem they can
cushion the culture shock tor students and guide them through a
transitional period. The paper deals with history, geography, and
climate, explaining and suggesting some ideas on why Southern Italy
differs from Northern and Central Italy. Cultural differences can be
traced not only to the above factors, but also to ethnic roots and
the "culture of poverty" -- attitudes of the poor which create a
mentality that perpetuates living at a subsistence level. The low
status of women as it affects society is discussed, since the family
is seen as a society in microcosm. The last portion of the paper
presents primary sources, annotated bibliograrhies, and audio-visual
materials, A related document is SO 004 351. (Author/sJM)




(VR
M\
M
O
o
s

Sg oo¥ 337

RESEARCH SERVICE

issued by the

Research Department

R
("':-\,1)2 FOR THE CITY OF TORONTO
~'
<

&

2 ok . ’.
< ’
o T ] 4




-

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH,
EDUCATION & WELFARE
OFFICE OF EDUCATION
THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRO-
DUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM
THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION 0AIG-
INATING IT. POINTS OF VIEW OR GPIN-
IONS STATEQ DO NOT NECESSARAILY
REPRESENT OFFICIAL OFFICE OF EDU-
CATION POSITION OR POLICY.

4,"

ITALIAN IMMICRANTS AND ITALY: AN
INTRODUCTION TO T[IE ISULTI-MEDIA PACKAGE
ON ITALY

Includes an fnnotated List of
Contents of the Package

Anmne Witzel -

May, 1969




FORFWORD

The multi-media packages on the elhnic groups in Toronto are
an attempt to introduce Toronto tcachc;rs, especially teachers of English
as a second language, to some of the cultures and socicties from which
their studenls come. It is noﬁ videly acce'ptcd that to learn and use
a gecond language requires a thorough awareness and understanding of
the society in which that language is spoken. Conversely, a knowledge
of other societies and cultures on the parl of teachers may help bridge
gups in understanding and f'acilitate the studenis' mastery of English.

The following paper is an introduction to the multi-media
package on Italy. In the extensive reading and studying done on Italy
for this project certain themes and issues cmerged. These lhemes and
issues became Lhe eriteria for the selection of materials in the packege
and for the emphusis of the paper. 'The multi-media packuge gives only
a sample of I[talian culture; the f'ollowing pages of text are limited to
provide & few reference points to encourage a further exploration of
Italian culture, history and society. The materials in the package and
in the bibliographies all coniribuled to the content of 1Lhis paper, altlhough

the licted primary sources were most significant.




TITALIAN IMMIGRANTS AND ITALY: AN
INTRODUCTION TO THE MULTI-MEDIA PACKAGE :
ON ITALY i

ITALIAN IMMIGRAATS AND ITALY

Italians are the largest group of non-English speaking immigrants

who come to Canada (in 1967, 30,055), There are no accurate figures on the
size of the Ituliun community in Toronto; an informed estimate, however, is

about 270,000. The vast majority of these immigrants come from the poverty

stricken soulh of T taly, that i3, the areua south of Rome, including the

island of E‘-)?'Lcily.1 Until racently, and still to some cxtent, emigration from

thece parts was the waly eflfective way ITtulians had found of dealing with

the poverty of Southern Italy. Obviously, it was a real solution only for

thosc who left. Without land reform, irrigation, education and industlrial
devalopment as well as new ways of lhinking, the peasants of Southern Italy
continued to live in abject poverty. Since the end of the Sccond World dar,
money has been poured into Southern Italy by the govermnment and some of

thesc changes have been accomplished, although more slowly and less completely
than was originally envisioned by the government. Therc arc therefore many
Itnlians who are impaticnt with the slowness of the progress being made at

home and they move to the industrialized north of Italy or to other countrics

in Western Europe. and North and South America. In order to reach an understanding
of' Ttalian immigrants in Toronto, it is uscful Lo take a look at Ttalian society ‘

and hislory, particularly the society and history of Southern Italy.

1 There arc a number of districts in Southern Italy, somc of which are
better off than othcrs. Sicily is lhe poorest and least developed. What
is outlined on the following pages is gererally typical of most of Southcern
Ttaly and especiully.of Sicily,




Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

ERIC

-2 .

SOUTHERHY ITALY

History, Georraphy and Climate

Since 1870 when Italy was united and became a nation, one of the
biggest problems for the governmenti has been the problem of the South. The
Ttulian word f'or the South is the "Mezzogiorno" or "the middle of the day"
vhich refers to the heat of the sun burning down relentlessly on Southern
Ttaly, drying up the already exhausted land.

Southern Italy is quite different from Northern and Central Italy:
it is much poorer in nutwral resoui-ces now, although in the time of the
ancient (reeks and Rowans, it wos rich and fertile; the climate is more
cxtreme; and the history of ihe South has been different {rowm the rest of Ituly.
Whether or not thése differences accownrt for the different "mentalities" of the
Nortlh: and South is open to question. The Soulherner is less practical than
the Northerner; he is more concerned with power than wilh moncy; he is more
sulisfied with gesturcs than with dccdé. The "Meszzoglorno" has puzsled and
continues to puuzle the governmentl and everyone who tries to raise the standard
of 1living in Southern Italy. Mosl sociologists and goverumental experts agree
thel the problem is not explained merely by pgeography, climate and history.

Hevertheless the experiences of Southern Italy huve operated to
keep il very much a Mediterranean counbry influenced mainly by Greece,

Mrica and Spain, while Central and Northern Italy huve been far more

influenced by northern continental FEurope. Such different historicul influcnces
mst have made for differences in the development of the people of the "two
Italies."”

Ettmically, the two groups have different roots. North and Central
Ttaly were settled by Teutons, Gauls, Etruscans and Asians. The South was

sebbled by ancient Greeks and Carthaginians. Southern Ttaly, like the North,

5
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was part of the Roman mpire, but at that time was a flourishing centre

of Greek culture, rather than Roman. After the fall of Rome, Southern

Ttaly was deeply influenced by: Moslem culture; Moslems actually occupied
Sicily for several. centurles and their influence reached to the gates of TRome.
Meanwhile North and Central Italy were influenced by the Church and the Holy
Roman Empire of Northern Europe. After the lMoslems were expelled from Sieily
by the Norse, Southiern Italy was at diff'erent times under IFreuch, Spanish or
Austrian control until wiification, completed in 1870. These monarcliics

had some cffect upon the rest of ltaly, oceupying various duchies in the
North from time to time, but the offect was not so profound us upon

Southcin ILsly where their rule was longer and tighter. lany of the city-
states of Horthern Italy early beeame independent of any foreign power.

In the fiftecnth century these city-states [lourished brilliantly, though
briefly, and left the world a magnificent heritage, known as the Renaissance.
The Renaissance, however, almosl completely bypassed Soulhern Italy which
remnined f'cudal and had no large cities except Haples, a seaport. Naples was the
centre of culture for Southern Italy und one of the centres {or the rest

of Italy. Iis great achievements, largely because of the university there,
were mostly in literature and philosophy rather than in the visual airts.

The intellectusl life of Haples {lonrished ﬁnt;il wification when it was
replaced by home, which became the capital city of all Ttaly.

Socieby: A Culture of Poverty

Why has progress been so slow in Southern Italy, despite the cfforts
and moncy expcnded since the Second World Wur? Part of the answer scems to
Tlic in a fairly new anulysis of poverty: sociologists call it the culture of’ 7

poverty. The cullwre of poverty is not counfined to Southern Italy, but is
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present wherever generations of people have lived at a subsistence level.
It exists in Asia, in South America, in the West Indies, in the United Statcs,

in Canada and indeed in all pockets of poverty around the woild. Povert&

-

creates a mentality which. its victims use us a defence against total despuir. :

Some characteristics of' this mentality are a resignation to and an acceptance
of whatever injustices or miscry life inflicts; an apathy and conscrvatism
which resists any chunge in the cocial, economic or political siructure; a
distrust of anyone oulside the family which makes a united social protest
virtually impossibley a rather hedonistic approach to lif'e which is understanduble
but which prevents any kind of long-range planning for the future. Attiludes
such as thesce have been barriers to social change around the world and Southern
Italy is no exception. All the moncy a govermment is willing to spend and all
the efforts of well-neaning people outside the culturce of poverty have been
to no avail until the attitudes of the poor themselves have changed.

Attitudes don't change quickly, not in a year or two or threc; cven
totuliturian states have difficully changing attitudes. Danilo Dolci, an
architeet from Northern Italy, has spent moct of his adult years, since the

curly nincteen-fifties, in Siecily try

¢ o

ing to help the poor of Sicily help
Lthemsclves. In comparison with the time and cffort he has put in he has done
very little. That he has accompliched anything at all is a tribute to hic
dedicalion, his patience, his underslanding and wmoct of all his rcspocet for
Lhe people he 1s vorking for. .

The peasants of Southern Ttaly belliove therce ic no allernitive Lo
their misery; thus ihey scem to be their own greutest enemy when alternatives
arce inbroduced.  Yet it ig understandable thatl they beliceve this. The
unicn of the ltalian states did not improve their Jot; the only charge wan
higher taxes, The era of Mussolini's IPaseicm had onc specious advartage
for them: mothers were puld an zllowunce for each chiild they Lore. But '?

nothing wun done lo colve the chronlce anemploviwent and undeedevelopwent ot o
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South. The family allowance, in fuct, increased problems in the long run
by encouraging the alreudy existing over-population, although Southern
Ttalian women have always been prolific child-bearers, Lliko most women trapped
in the culture of poverty.

The poor of Southerrn Italy -distrust any innovation to improve -
their lot vhether it is medical treatment or educution. They prefer to
live as they have slways lived until someone who is willing to make a supeor-
humin effort, like Danilo Dolci, persuades them olhervise. Natural and
huran resources are wasted and to the oulsider the tragic waste scems
unnecessary. LT only literacy were enforced; if only the lund were irrigatbed;
if only dums werc Lulltb; if only women were accorded human value. How easy it
souwnds and how ¢ifficult il scems to implement. It is as if lhey are happier with
the known, however evil, than they can wer dmagine being with the wiknown,
however good.,  They live in o frightening world of superstition: of lovo
potions, death potions and thelr antidoles; of the covil eye and the spell

which will destroy ils elfeeb; of pgood and cevil spirits in the home and in
the woods. When misfortuncs ocveur malevolent spirits are blamed rather thun
rationnl factors such as the preed or injurtice of their fellow-man. In

(AN K

some purts of Miclly, the Mufia c‘,:pioi_t:; Lhiis feur and apathy which has
been bred inlo 1le poor. Furthermore, D, Dolei shows that the Churceh and
the locul goverruents co-operate with the Mufin or ot least resist attempls
Lo change the Llives of' the poor. On 1ihe whole, réligi.on truly acts as "the
opium of ihe people."

Since the family is society in microcosm, it is useful to Vv
exanine the family 1ife of Southern Italy's péor. The status of women is
typiesd of wost pousant cocictics., A womar's sole function after marriage

is to bear and remr chiildren. Her single most valuable attribule before
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marringe is virginity. The conceplt of a wif'e is not as a life's companion

or the objecl of @ man's love; but rather as a housckeeper and mother. Of'ten

marriages arc arranged; thus the ideal of a love relalionship is understandably

foreign to Southern Italians. What we consider the reunrds of a male-femnle
relationship arc almost complelely 1a"c:k'lng. There arec no couples, as North
Ameriesns understund the temn, who plan and live many aspects of their lives

. together., In Southern Italy, the father ]:'LVGS his lite, the mother lives her
They come topether for the misi elemental of purposct -- to create a family.

As marringe, motherhood and a large family is almost the only road

to status for women, it is understandable that they have many children.
Fernandez in The Molher Sen (1967) iz bilter about the negative implications
ol the mile and fennle roles.

"How can the Dowth ever otlain a new awareness

and integrate itself into wodern 1lifc wnile
meintiining wvomen in Lhoe ancient stule of
subordinagtion and inferiority? ... Llhe Southernists,
absorbed in thelr denuncistion of the cxploitalion
of the vaassants by the State, completoly plosu
over...the cuploitation of women by men, as if
worrn was a natuarally inferlor being whose only

aldm should Le to serve her paster well.

cooto explain the failure of the intellectuul

middle cleescc, the Southernists invole the climte,
the Spaniards, the Dourbons, the United State (aganin),
but never the iin reacon, the evil of all Ttulian
evils:  thal abominable upvringing that ruins the

boys from childhood onwards.

.. There is nothing astonishing in thelr {the girlg

nol bothering Lo develop their minds or affirm their
personialities. They know that thelis wost precious
aqualily does ot really belong to thom, that their
husband will tuke it away in one stroke and thal
alterwards they will be woethless. L Half of the
populoticn 1s in Lhis way provenbed {rom exereising
the vlightest influence on Lhe intelleetual snd
moral evoluticn of the soutl:. -

An for the boys, things wee hardly boetter.!

(Fernandes, 1907, pp. 42 - 53)

O
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Ms it is considered a misfortune to be a womin or to give birth to girl
children, sons are spoiled by bolh their mothers and fathers and daughters
grow up with little senszc of thelr own worth; to swvive they follow in
their mothers! footsteps. Fathers tend to assume little responsibility

for the training of thelr children, as thoey thcmselves were spoiled by
thelir wothers; they are rather distint kings of the household, who may
occasiontlly provide an erratic, frightening ¥Wind of discipline. UBoys grow
up extremely sttached to thelr molhers, who unfortunately have little to
offer their cons in the way of training for lifc since they have nol been
ernconvajied to develo.p their own potential. Thus both male and female suffer

in a sociely vhere wvomen do not have equal value ag human beings, And the

»
[y

o re

ociety suf'lers because it wastes oo mach of its human resources.

2

The change han startced; however, the poor are hbeginning to protest.
Ty Sovthern Ttalian: are now mesbers of the Communist pirty, which exerts
pressure on the Christian Democratic goverment lo make more and faster
changes,  Toay Parmor hove been persuaded .'l.n se fertilizer and irrigation
nnd to move: {rom the slwrns into new cottages. At first they continued
to live in their hovels and to voe the new cottapes to storo their tools.
Horkers vho po to Horthern Italy and other purts of Europe often return
home bringing back with them new ideas aboul the rights of the poor and
the methods of paiuing those righls,

Lo fou Years ago a4 young vicilian gird refused o marey the man wiso

had kidwappod her (61l a quite a-eeplable vay in Sicily to force marriage
on an wwilling family or a rcluctont gird).  Her refucal shocked Sicilian
socicty: she had lost her "honour" uné thercfore no man would marry her,

The imaens Lty of her action iv obvious, ¢iven the status of women oullined

above, Recently she further chochad the society by in fact marrying.
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Many young girls are nov teaching school, which suggests a
change in attitudes lowards vomen (and Lewer and fewer marriages are

\ arranged).  Still change comes nlowly and there is still a long way to go.

‘ Culture-Chock Veraus Adjustoment
It is extremely imporitunt tc; point out thut for semc resson Italian ‘
lmmiprants from the South do not join the culture of poverty in the land they
emigrate to, at lenst they do not in Toronto. They are upwardly mobile., Their
qualitics of endurance are pnl to good usc., They scrimp and save until by
the cceond generation, if not sooner, they hive Joined the middlce class. lo
one lnows whether this mobility is due to the ney envirvonment cr wvhether those: J
who cmigrate are differcat from those who remain al home, Prolubly it ic o
combinition of ithic two. The fuct remiins, however, that a large proportion
of Ituliam dmeigrants in Toronlo come from the sociely outlined above. It
mast b a frightening, and only sometimes, an exhilaratling expevience when
they find themcoelver suddenly transpos bed from the pessunl enviromsent of
soulhurn Ttaly to lhe urban enviromment of To: onto, where custom: and valucs
are so entirely different.
At what cuerifice the Ttalian in Toronte adjusts cnan burely he
imagined,  Hatwrally, he must maintain many of his old customs ond valucs
in order to prescrve his scnse of identity and probably to proevent a completle
psychic breakdown. These who suller most from the enltwe-chock are the -
. children of the ITialinn drmigrimts, who wsre torn belwesn the values of
Cunndinn socicty lo vhich they are enposed every day in school and the
values of their purents, with which they are ruaigsed.  And it ds difficull
to imugine two more conflicting Life-styles.  Perbups an understanding
of the conflict on the prat of teachers will help to cuchion the culturc-
shock for the children. The multi-media pnekage on Itely is an altoampt to v
.G makce soue aspeels of Ilaling soclely eusily available to teuchers.

ERIC - .
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g PRIMARY SOURCIEES USED IN THE
PREPARATION OF "ITALLAN LMMIGRANTS AND ITALY"

Burzini, L. The Italians. New York: Atheneun Publishers, 19064.

- Dolei, D. Poverty in Sicily. London: MacGibbon & Kee, 1959.

Fernanda2z, D. The Mother Sea: Travels in South Ttalv, Sardinia and Sicily.
London: Murtin Secker and Warburg Litd., 1967.

Levi, C. Christ Stopped at Tkoli. New York: Noonday Press, 1963,

Stoel,/le{. (editor). Ttaly. HNew York: H. W. Wilson, 15c3.
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THE CONTENTS OF THE MULTI-MFDIA PACKAGE ON ITALY

"

Written Material

Bibliographics

A critical bibliography has “been prepared on many aspects of

Italy from Ronuun times lo the present.
"
3,

A {ilm bibliography akr}gi\a bibliography of other audio-visual aide

have &lso been organized with® information about rentul, case of availability

and when possible a critical estimute of the {ilmz ete. involved.

The Tinlions by Imigi Barzini

The paradoxes of Iialian history and the contlradictions of

the Tlalian temperament are vividly presented in The Ttalians., The

author, himscl{ an Italian, sees the Italian people as a self-

destructive people. Vhen first published, the book stirrced up a

great deal of controversy and resentment among Italians.

Bread and Wine by Ignazio Silone

The author, formerly a Murxist, very movingly deuls wilh the

problenm of sociul justice within the specifie frumevorl of a poor

Ttulden villosre, 'The central character is a Chriclt Tipure and a
) bl

Comrunist disruised as o priest. The book wus {first written while the

author was still 2 Commamisl but it 'wans reviscd afler his disillusiommond.

Christ Stopped at Fholi by Carlo Levi

During the thirties Curlo lLevi was exiled to a villuge in

Soulheory 1aly because of his opposition to Miscolini, The aulhor

portrays the poverty and deprivation of the people of the village

ERIC
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Dibliograpiy of Materials on Ttaly.
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vith love and compassion. Despite their ignorance and superstition,

the reader feels a deep respect for their endurance and courage in

the face of hopeless adversity.

The lecopird by Giuseppe di Lampedusa

This historical novel opens at the time when Garibuldi and

his red shirts invade Sicily as their contribution to the unificalion

Soin

of Italy (c. 1849). The centrul characlers are a noble family of
Sicily.' who arc losing poth their wealth and their pover. The central
message of Lthe book is that it is impossible to éhange the mentality
of Sicilians, cither peagant or aristocralic, and thal they all are
resigued Lo the poverly, cqualor and wasle of their igland. One is
reminded of recent twentieth ceniury analyses of the South vy “hw

United Shtates.

Two Woren by Alberio Moravia

Two Meen s an engrossing novel (now o movie) about a mother and
her daughter who survive the Second World VWar in Italy by sheer animal
endurance. The author has written a condemnation o war in general and por-

trayed a horrifying picture of the Second Werld War in Italy in particular,

The Jliother Sea: Trovels in South Italy, Sardinia and Sicily by
Dominigue Fernundew :

The wuthor and his wife spend a greut deal of time in Soulhern

Italy, allliough they are French, The Mother Bea is o subjective
Yy & J J )

.

impressioniutic record of one of their journcys. Much of what the
aulhor oboerves and comments upon is bocked up by more scholarly and
objcetive works., One of the most intercsting uspecls of the ook 1s

the aulhor's critique of Southern Iinlisn scxualily.
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The Ttalian Cookbook by The Culinary Arts Instlitute (Chicago)

Recipes for well-known Italian dishes and for many lesser-
kinown Ttalian dishes are given in this book. In addition, there
are interesting notes on special feast days and other aspects of

Italian culture.

Renaisgance Painting by lFrance Rusnoli

Many of the mosl beautiful paintings of the Renaissance

are reproduced in colour.

The_Renaissunce by Roberta Paine

Thig small pamphlel reproduccs some of the {amous works of
both the Italian Renaigsunce and the Norihenrn Renaissance., The text
briefly bul lueidly cxplains some of the major developments of the

Renaissance.

Midio-Visnal Mitorial

Prints

From the collections of the Royal Ontario Mascum lwelve black
and white photographs have been obtained. 8ix pholographs are of' Roman
objels d'art and nix of Renaissance pieces.

From the Ontario Art Gallery a set of post cards in colour of

the Rensisosance pas been obtlalned.

Iilasturing .

Iialion Children is a black and white filmgtrip with subtitles. Lile

and customs of 4 farming fomily near Assisi in Horthern HMualy are presented.
The £ilwmstrip is peared Lo lhe primory aea group but is informative and
suitable for all age groups. (A parallel film is available from the Teach-

ing Aids Department of 1he Bourd of lduciation for ihe City of Toronto.)
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Italy: The Changing South is a filmstrip in colour with script.

It deuls with the recent economic improvements in Southern Ttaly. Tt
is also enlightening in that it shows the tremendous differcnce in

standards of living between Lhe Norlh and South.

From "Ihe Nalions of Today} an cxcellent series dealing with many
aspects of a number of countrics, a filmstrip on Lhe history of Italy

hag been obtained.

Tape

A tape of Itulian music, mostly folk music has becn put on
a casselle to provide a further insighl into the richness of Italian
cullure,

Various other sundrics have beenn included.




