
DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 067 214 RC 006 482

TITLE Statistics Concerning Indian Education. Fiscal Year
1971.

INSTITUTION Bureau of Indian Affairs (Dept. of Interior),
Washington, D.C.

PUB DATE 71
NOTE 42p.

EDRS PRICE MF-$0.65 HC-$3.29
DESCRIPTORS *American Indians; Average Daily Attendance;

*Boarding Schools; Day Schools; *Education;
*Enrollment; Graduate9; *statistics

IDENTIFIERS *Bureau of Indian Affairs

ABSTRACT
Statistics concerning American Indian education in

1971 are published annually by the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) and
are available the tall following the close of the school term which
they cover. The BIA had direct responsibility for 56,786 children
enrolled in Federal schools and housed in Federal dormitories, and
partial financial responsibility for approximately 2/3 of those
children enrolled in public schools. The 1971 fiscal year statistics
concerning American Indian education, presented in tabular form,
cover the following areas: school census by area and agency;
enrollment and average daily attendance by area, boarding schools,
day schools, hospital schools; completion and graduates by area;
enrollment by grade and area, degree of Indian blood, and tribe;
school construction summary; activities under the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act; and summer program enrollment figures. Also
included is a statistical fact sheet on schools operated by the BIA
for the 1971 fiscal year. Background information concerning the
Federal government's involvement in American Indian education is
given. A related document is ED 046 569. (FF)



giocat gear

1971

Stalistico Concerning -9nclian education

Current statistics are
compiled annually and

available in the fall

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH.
EDUCATION & WELFARE
OFFICE OF EDUCATION

THIS 00CUMENT HAS BEEN REPRO.
OUCEO EXACTLY AS RECEIVEO FROM
THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIG
INATING IT. POINTS OF VIEW OR OPIN
IONS STATEO 00 NOT NECESSARILY
REPRESENT OFFICIAL OFFICE OF EOU
CATION POSITION OR POLICY.

(IN/

CO
UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
:S$ OFFICE OF EDUCATION PROGRAMS

1972 -j

1



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Rogers C. B. Morton
Secretary of the Interior

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

Louis R. Bruce, Commissioner

James E. Hawkins

Director of Education Programs

Compilations by

Alice S. Hildebrand

Publications Service

Haskell Indian Junior College
Lawrence, Kansas

66044

2
INTERIOR, HASKELL NNNNN 10....A00.40M
INTERIOR. HASKELL PRESS. 10.40I1* -40M
INTERIOR. HASKELL PRESS. 11...71.11.10M



s
Po

rt
la

nd
A

re
a

M
M

O

ea
u,

no
m

B
ill

in
gs

A
re

a
--

--
--

N
 O

A
K

S

A
be

rd
ee

n 
A

re
a s,

M
IN

N

M
in

ne
ap

ol
is

 A
re

a

IO
W

A
A

rt
v

ur
,,

ph
oe

ni
x

A
re

a

9

A
la

N
O

R

co
w

A
lb

uq
ue

rq
ue

--
--

--
 _

A
re

a

N
.
m

ix

N
C

O
R

1
1 1

i
O

D
IL

L

A
na

da
rk

o

i
1.

...

N
U

T
S

N
o

,-
,

.-
--

-r
-

N
y

A
re

a

..L
I
B

O
K

L

M
us

ko
ge

e 
A

re
ac

cr --
7--

- 
--

N
av

aj
o 

A
re

a
T

IN

A
"

/ C
bo

ct
aw

)
.

I i
a

i
) 

m
us

s
I

t
.

I
i

A
dm

in
is

tr
at

iv
e 

A
re

as
 o

f 
th

e 
B

ur
ea

u 
of

 I
nd

ia
n 

A
ff

ai
rs

so
t

co
ke

(

s 
c

IL

Is
4 el

Sr
m

is
ol

t

M
ic

co
su

ke
t



7:388 Ilteirta 11'

1=
111IM

E
K



1971 Statistical Pamphlet

Table of Contents

Page No.

Introduction: Education of Indian Children
in 1971 1

Table 1. School Census by Area and Agency 6

Table 2. Enrollment and Average Daily
Attendance by Area 10

Table 3. Number of Schools Operated by Type 11

Table 4. Boarding Schools Enrollment and
Average Daily Attendance 12

Table 5. Day Schools Enrollment and Average
Daily Attendance 17

Table 6. Hospital Schools Enrollment and
Average Daily Attendance 24

Table 7. Dormitory Enrollment and Average
Daily Attendance 25

Table 8. Completions and Graduates by Area 26

Table 9. Enrollment by Grade and Area 27

Table 10. Enrollment by Degree of Indian Blood 28

Taule 11. Enrollment by Tribe 29

Table 12. School Construction Summary 31

Table 13. Activities under the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act 32

Table 14. Summer Program 36

Statistical Fact Sheet on Schools Operated by
the Bureau of Indian Affairs 37



1

EDUCATION OF INDIAN CHILDREN IN 1971-

Indian children attend public, Federal, private, and
mission schools. In fiscal year 1971 there were 190,174
Indian students, age 5 to 18 years, inclusive, enrolled in

these schools in the United States.

Education of Indian children residing in the States of
California, Idaho, Michigan, Minnesota, Nebraska, Oregon,

Texas, Washington, and Wisconsin is the responsibility of the
state concerned.

In 1971 more than half (63.3 percent) of all Indian
children of school age (5 - 18) attended public schools. Of

those enrolled in school, 68.8 percent attended public sch-
ools, 25.7 percent attended Federal schools, and 5.5 percent
attended mission and other schools.

For more than three centuries Indian education in the
United States was largely under the direction of mission-
aries. As early as 1568 the Jesuit Fathers organized a sch-
ool at Havana, Cuba, for Indian children from Florida. This
was the first school attended by Indian children who lived
within the United States.

Many of the treaties between the United States and
Indian tribes provided for the establishment of schools for
Indian children. Congress has also provided schools for
Indian children where other educational facilities were not
available. In 1842, there were 37 Indian schools in opera-
tion and by 1881 the number had increased to 106. In 1971 the
Bureau of Indian Affairs operated 200 schools with an enroll-
ment of 52,591 Indian children, and 19 dormitories for 4,195
children attending public schools.

The primary objective of Federal schools operated for
Indian children living on Indian-owned or restricted trust
lands is to prepare them for successful living.' In Federal
schools children develop basic academic skills, acquire an
understanding of the social and economic world which sur-
rounds them, learn improved standards of living, follow prac-
tices which assure optimum health, acquire the necessary vo-
cational training to qualify for gainful employment, and ob-
tain sufficient education to enter special schools and insti-
tutions of higher learning. The system of schools provided
by the Federal Government for Indian children meets program
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2

standards required by the States in which they operate, and
all but one of the secondary schools are accredited. Plant
facilities at the school lacking accreditation have not yet
been brought up to required standards.) A full 4-year high
school course is offered at 26 schools. Seven other schools
offered high school training at less than the 4-year course.

Indian children nre entitled to the same opportunities
for public school education as are provided for other citi-
zens living within a State. It is encouraging to note that
the States have assumed responsibility for the education of
130,885 (63.3 percent) school-age Indian children in the

States where the Bureau of Indian Affairs has direct educa-
tional responsibility. Over one-third are educated at no

cost to the Bureau of Indian Affairs. In some States, how-

ever, tax-exempt, Indian-owned lands and large numbers of
Indian children within a school district may create financial
burdens for which local funds are inadequate. As early as

1890, contracts providing for financial assistance to schools
attended by Indian children were negotiated with

thatdistricts. It was recognized then, as today, that Indian
children become better adjusted to living with all people in
a community when they associate with other children in public
schools. The Johnson-O'Malley Act, which became law in 1934,
authorized the Secretary of the Interior to enter into con-
tracts with States for the education of Indians and to permit
the use of Federal school buildings and equipment by local

school authorities. Consequently, some States with large

Indian populations now have no Federal schools within their

boundaries.

Under the terms of Public Law 874, 81st Cong. (64 Stat.
1100), as amended August 13, 1958, administered by the De-

partment of Health, Education, and Welfare, a new Federal aid
resource was made available to eligible school districts edu-
cating Indian children. This aid is available to meet partial
costs of normal school operation. Additional supplemental aid
for the education of Indian children under the Johnson-
O'Malley program is limited to districts that do not qualify
under the Public Law 874 program and to districts meeting
educational problems under extraordinary circumstances, in-

cluding special services and special programs designed to
facilitate the education of Indian children.

In fiscal year 1971, the Bureau of Indian Affairs,

entered into contracts with 13 States, with school districts

7
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in 6, other States, and with 2 consolidated tribal groups in

2 other Bi:),tes, all in accordance with approved plans which
specify conditions under which financial aid is extended. In
addition to these, aid was provided through contracts for
the education in public schools of 4,195 out-of-district
Indian children living in dormitories operated by the Bureau
of Indian Affairs in 7 towns adjacent to the Navajo Reserva-
tion, and in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

In summary, then, the Bureau of Indian Affairs had
direct responsibility for the 56,786 children enrolled in
Federal schools and housed in Federal dormitories, and par-
tial financial responsibility for approximately two-thirds

of those enrolled in public schools.

Statistics concerning Indian education are published
annually by the Bureau of Indian Affairs and are available
the fall following the close of the school term which they
Cover.

Congressional appropriations to the Bureau of Indian
Affairs are limited to the education of children of one-

fourth or more degree of Indian blood and native children in
Alaska, except for the Cherokee Agency where children of

less than one-quarter degree of Indian blood enrolled in the
tribe may attend Federal schools. Native children in Alaska
are Indian, Eskimo, and Aleut. The 14 tables below relate
to Indians and native children, as defined above, and to

their schools.

Table 1 shows the enumeration of all Indian children
from 5 to 18 years, inclusive, and those over 18 who are en-
rolled in school by area, agency, and school status.

For Indian children who are enrolled in public schools
and are no longer a Federal education responsibility, the
Bureau must rely on the public school systems to provide
census information. Indian mobility accounts for the chil-
dren, 5 to 18 years inclusive, who are shown under the cap-
tion "Information Not Available."

Five-year olds have been included with the school age
population since fiscal year 1969 when kindergarten classes
were added in some schools operated by the Bureau of Indian
Affairs.
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It should be noted that children over 18 are not
included in the enumeration of school-age population. Table

1 is based oa the annual school census of Indian children 5

to 18 years old, while tables 2 through 11 are derived from

annual attendance reports of individual schools operated by

the Bureau of Indian Affairs and covers all students enrolled
regardless of their ages.

Table 2 indicates enrollment and average daily attend-
ance in Federal schools by type of school and area. Average
daily attendance for all schools, exclusive of hospital sch-
ools, was 82.0 percent in 1971 as compared to 83.0 percent in
1970. Table 3 indicates numbers of schools by area.

The following changes account for a net decrease of 15

in the number of facilities operated in fiscal year 1971.

Transferred to
Area Type Opened Closed Public School

Aberdeen Day Schools
Juneau Day Schools
Navajo Day Schools

TOTALS

2

1

14

1 2 14

In fiscal year 1971 the Bureau of Indian Affairs oper-
ated kindergarten classes in 83 schools (33 boarding schools

and 50 day schools) with an enrollment of 2,344 children.
All Kindergarten pupils attend school on a day basis. The

kindergarten enrollment represented 4.5 percent of the total

enrollment.

Tables 4, 5, 6 and 7 list individual schools, instruc-

tional units in hospitals, and dormitories operated by the

Bureau of Indian Affairs, mailing address, enrollment, aver-

age daily attendance, and grades taught. The Albuquerque

Dormitory is operated in conjunction with the Albuquerque

Indian School but is shown with peripheral dormitories
because these dormitory students attend public schools under
conditions identical to other peripheral dormitories.

Table 8 indicates grade level. In 1971 enrollment in

the beginners and first 4 grades decreased by 708 pupils to
21,596 as compared to the previous year's 22,304. This group
represents 41.1 percent of the entire student body. An en-

rollment of 1,916 ungraded elementary and secondary students
account for 3.6 percent of total enrollment,
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In line with the Bureau's policy of encouraging public
school enrollment of Indian children, many students transfer
to public schools when they reach the sixth grade and have
acquired some facility in the use of the English language.
This is a factor in the seemingly low numbers of graduates of
Federal high schools. In fiscal year 1971, 2,090 high school
students graduated, a increase of 151 students from 1970.

Table 9 indicates the number of high school graduates,
number of 8th grade completions, and number of Post High
completions.

Table 10 indicates students according to their degree of
lnd Ian blood. Full bloods comprise 78.4 percent of the total
and only 4.8 percent are less than one-half Indian.

Table 11 shows tribal designation of students in Federal
schools. One hundred and thirty-two specific tribes or
tribal groups and Aleuts, Eskimos, and the various tribes of
Indians in Alaska were represented in 1971.

94 tribes had fewer than 39 members each and these
are grouped together as "All Other Tribes." Aleuts, Eskimos,
Navajos, Sioux, Chippewas, and Pueblos (including Hopi, shown
separately) are the most numerous and together comprise 79.7
percent of the total enrollment.

Table 12 indicates the completed school construction,
both new and replacement, during fiscal year 1971.

in fiscal year 1971, the Bureau of Indian Affairs
par ticipated for the fifth year in the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act. Table 13 indicates the extent of the
activities carried out under Titles I, II, III, VI-A and VII
of the program.

Table 14 shows the number of participants in the summer
program, by category, for fiscal year 1960 through 1971.
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Statistical Fact Sheet on Schools Operated by the

Bureau of Indian Affairs, F. Y. 1971

1.

2.

Census of Indian School Children, ages

Enrollment and Average Daily Attendance

Federal Facilities, all ages

5 to 18

in ENROLL.

206,683

A.D.A.

a. Boarding Schools 35,938 28,716.0
b. Day Schools 16,520 14,283.5
c. Hospital Schools 133 18.5
d. Dormitories 4.195 3,179.1

TOTAL 56,786 46,197.1
3. Graduates and Grade Completions

a. High School Graduates 2,090
b. 8th Grade Completions 2,671
c. Post-Graduate Completions 285

4. Degree of Indian Blood

a. Full Blood 41,240
b. 3/4 blood 3,986
c. 1/2 blood 4,854
d. 1/4 blood 2,021
e. Less than 1/4 blood 490

TOTAL 52,591

5. Number of Schools and Dormitories

a. boarding 77
b. Day 121
c. Hospital 2
d. Dormitories 19

TOTAL 219

.41 07)
A's

L

37


