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This paper, presented at the Seminar on Involvement

of Youth in Caumunity, National 4-H Center, Chevy Chase, Maryland on

January 17,

1972, points out the continued interest and national

activity concerning rural development. The responsibility of the
Extension Service to carry out educational community aevelopment
programs with adults and youth is emphasized. Greater involvement of
youth in community affairs and, in particular, in 4-H clubs is urged.
The need for young people'®s ideas at the national level as well as in
the states is expressed. (NF)
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THE PERASON DA ORAGANIZATION ORIG

THE NATTCHAL CLIMATE Y0 TNVOLVING  [SasNGiT POiNTs of view on opi

IONS STATED DO NOt NECESSARILY

YOt IN COMMUNITY DIVELOPMERT CRPRESENT OFFICIAL OFFICE OF €0U

CATION POSITION OR POLICY

by
Fdwin L. Kirby, Administrator

kxteusion Service, USHA

It is a pleasore for me to meet with you this
afternoon and review what 1 censider to be a favoreble
naticnal clinate for increased youth involvenent in
communily development.

I'm sure you were all delighted when President
Nixon annconpeed the decision to retain a viable
Department ol Agriculture at a cabinet level. OQur new
Secretary, Nr. Narl Dulz, has said that USDA will

Y vith foviers and all rural
centinue to he concerned with foviers and

-———— .

pecple end their quality of life.
To quote frem a statement by the Secretary before
the Ancrican Parm Dureau Foderation - "I am for rural
develouaent and econemic growth in the countryside
so thet Farpere and rural tornspeople can enjecy schools,
health care, houging and cormwinity services that are
ch a4 pey  with larger cities. I'm for the kind of
strong, local, private eccnomic activity that will
conerate the vrowlh and the vitality that will nake
this pozsible.” -
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2.

There continucs to be great interest and much
activity nationally concerning rural development.
Such important developments as the USDA-State-local
Rural Development Committees; the President's Task
Force report, "A New Life for the Country"; Title IX
of the Agricultural Act of 1570; the new Senate
Subcommittee on Rural Development and the Coaliticn
for Rural America arec a few of the indicators of this
interest.

There are many legislative proposals before the
Congress on the direction and policy which the rural
development effort should tak:. Yet, despite all
the prcnouncements, searching..interest, aciivity
and attention, no clear-cut nitional policy has yet
cmerged. Regardless of the oittcome, it is expected
that USDA will continue to take the leadership for
rural develcpment at tﬁo naticnal level.

Ve in Extension have a responsibility to carry
out cur edicaticnal community levelopment prograns
with adults and youth. The Fxtension fervice and

all State Fxtension Directors are looking into cvery
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opportunity to cxpand community developiment work

within Fxtension. As an indicator of this concern,
ECOP at its November meeting in New Orleans recommended
that Congress authorize and fund a system of Institutes
for Rural Development at cecach land-grant university.
These institutes would contain both rescarch and
extension comnponents.

Societal changes during the decade of the '60s
have indicated the need for youth-serving agencies to
expand opportunities during the decade of the '70s.

4-1 has accepted that challenge.
With recomzendations from "A People and a Spirit"

and the expressed concerns of yocuth themselves as a

background, a significant document - 4-H in the '70s -
has emerged. Administrators in ES and in every State

are 100 percent in support of the 4-1 in the '70s

pregramn and the steps it recommends to strengthen the
Cooperative Extensicn 4-H-Youth progiram.

We are always concerncd about the need for

program balance in all our Extension educational programs
and particalarly in community develoament and youth “ |

prograns. We know we caunct possibly be all things to
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all pcople. We 1eed to limit the scope of progran
assistance because of always limited resouwrces. But

the limitation should be in the range of program cate-
gories we nake available, not in the vuriety of audience
scrved.

As public cemnloyees, we have an olLligation to assure
that all scgments of sociely bave the right to partici-
pate in ¥xtension prograns regardless ol income and
edncationsl levels, and regardless of race, color, creed,
sex, or national crigin. Perhaps there is one other
thing we shbuld add: Al segments should also have the
right to participate regardless of age. That is, ycuth,
despite their age, should have the opportiunity to partici--
pate in all of our prog;ams, including our community
developaent efforts. |

] fully suppor{ this effort to invelve youth 1in
comimunity developiment. All units of Extension should
want to cortribute to this effort -- agricdlture, home
econcaics and others -- as'woll as 4-1 youth and o

: |
commanity develcepment staifs.

As we look at what we are now doing to involve

youth in community developrient pregraws, there is an

i
1
3
j
A




5.

inpressive amount of work being done. In the Extension
Service report on 4-I youth involvement in community
development, prepared in response to the Secretary of
Agriculture's memorandum asking all USDA agencies for
such infcrmation, we reported that, "Youth throughout
the nation are joining hands with adult volunteer 4-H
leaders and others in Cooperative Extension in expanding
and launching new programs in community development and
envircmeental improvement. Nearly all of the QQLQQQ
organized 4-H Clubs anmally include in their program
of activitiés some form of community involvement and

service. More than 235,000 youth enrclled in 4-H

community study and service projects in Fiscal Year 1971."

4-H has demonstrated in most State programs that
young people and adults can effectively work together
in comunity develoﬁment. You'll be heafing more abcut
the program approaches to youth involvement in cémmunity
development from some of these States later in this
seminar. .

"We Care” bhas been a popular theme among 4-1 and
youth organizations sevved by Extension all over the

country. More than a slogan, youth in virtually every

‘Statc have demonstrated that they care about their
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6.

comiunities. They care about jobs and carcer develop-
ment, envirommental improvement, health and safety,
goverrment and public affairs and the disadvantaged (for
wvhatever reason). They have taken part in leadershin
development activities and become involved in comaunity
activities.

It is evident that Extensicon has made some
encouraging starts. Still, we have only scratched the
surface of the great potential input youth can make in
the community development thrust.

Comimunity development now claims a rather modest
percentage of all Extension resources nationally (about
8 percent according to EMIS figures). Involvement of
youth in this work, in turn, 1is apparently a small amount
of this increasing effort.

Extension has a respcnsibility to assist youth
as well as adults to understand comwunity systems and
the decisicnmaiing procezs and to become better informed
citizens about their communities. Youth want to learn
aboit their commnity -- how it works. They are also
concerned aboit some cf tﬁe things they see happening

in their communities. We shculd help them to articulate
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these concerns and help them to become involved with
their parents and other adults in shaping the kinds
of communities in which they want to live.

There has been much emphasis on the differences
between the generations in America. There has been too
much of a tendency for the older generation to blame

all of the younger generation for the excesses of a

violent and irresponsible few. Youth's voice in com-
muaniity decisions and community actions must and will
be heard. The wishes and desires of young pecple should
be considered with the wishes and desires of other
segments and age groups within our society.

fany are urging a greater voice -- a truer invdlve~
nent -- for youth in comnunity affairs. Endorsement
of the idea has come from the White House, among othlier
places. In his talk to the delegates attending the 50th
Anniversary 4-H Congress last fall -- the theme of
which was '"'Brideing the Gap" -- President Nixon said:
"Young people today, every survey shows, are more
genercasly comitted to human beticruient through volun-
tary service than any generation before you. Your own

work in 4-¥ hazs shown what nountains that coamitment
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can move. I urge you (young people) to redouble it,
to share it, to maintain it throughout your liveé...
We need your (young people's) idecas. We need them in
the national debate on issues, goals and directions."

The President stated: "Certainly the time when
the young are to be secen and not heard is gone in
America -- and gone for good."

This Seminar can chart the course for an cxpanded
role of youth in community development. The Extension
Service at the national level needs your ideas -- your
colleagues and aduninistrators in the States nced then.
A1l of us want to hear of your experiences. We hope you
will gain new insights into the problems and opportunities
in this "wide open” educational field during this week

here in Washington.
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