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Project Gifted, an @ducational program for aifted

intaermediate grade children, is described as a tri-city, cooperative
effort in the demonstration of diverse educational procedures for the

gifted. General
gifted children,

goals for the project are noted as identification of
development of differential experiences to improve

the learning programs for gifted children, nd development of
innovative programs to act as models for ¢ her communities. The

program is said

A, .t

to focus on training in r° :2tive and evaluative

thinking. Regional cooperation is found t <reate new avenues by
which the education of gifted students -;an be achieved. The project

is evaluated by

a project evaluator. Pra2.ost and posttest in both Ve

cognitive and afiustive domains measure stucent academic achievement
and personal dev~lopment, Results of the ev-'nation are thought to

indicate *~hat the program is successful., (F.- related studies, sce

also EC 042 227,

ED Q42 229-30.) (CB)
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PROJECT GIFTED
A Couperative Effort In Gifted Education

REGIONAL OVERVIEW
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Project Gifted is a tri-clity, cooperative effort In the demon-
stration of dlverse aducatlona! procedures for the glfted. The
partners in this reglonal effort are the Schoo) Departments of
Cranston, East Providence, and Warwlck, Rhode Island with Cransto.
acting as the LEA. The project Is adrinlstered by a single proj-
ect director who provides In-service training, evaluation, dissem-
inatlon, consultative and guidance services, and overall direc-
tlon for the project. Each project |s dlstinct In its appreach,

yet beneflits from regional uxpertise and administration.

Children In grades four through six are directly Involved In
the program. General goals for the project are:
1) ~the tdentiflcatlon of glfted children;
2) ths development of differancial experlences to slgnlf~
icantly Improve the learning programs for gifted chilen

dren; and

3) the development of Innovative programs to act &s mod =
els for other communities.

tn Cranston, the focu:z 's cn the training of gifted students
in the creaslse thinking process. Speclal methodology and content
. a<e been 'ntroduced Into tha areas of language arts, sclence,
mathematics, and the social sclences in order to promote critlcal
and evaluative thinking. The children are Involved in @ contlnu-
ous progress learning environment wl!th the teachers working to-
gether In a co-teaching Individuallzed program, in addltion, the
Cranston project staff is assisting parents in unders-anding thelr
gl fted children and In helping the student to develop a healthy
self-Image. Teachers' competencies In answerling the speclal needs

of these children are also belng supplemented by In~sarvice train-
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East Providence has constructed Its approach around glfted
students who are divided Into groups and integrated [nto sach of
the regular grade leve! classrooms. The students are brought to-
qgether in a resource room environment for two and one<half hours
each day to work with 2 speclal teacher using a humanitles based
currlculum. The varlious contacts made within the regular class-~
room are expanded upon at this time depending on the particular
Interest of the student. The need, therefore, !s tc devalop the
potential that exists within each chlld by providing an environ~

ment in which multidimenslonal growth can take place.

Warw:ck's phase of Project Gifted involves gifted chllidren In
a speclal curriculum featuring differential experlences in cre-
ative writing and the visual arts. The students, 'n small groups
of four to eight, trave! to a creativity center for a two and one-
half hour session once a weak to work in such areas as woodcraft,
ceramics, graphic arts, cas;ume deslgn, and creative writing.,. Ex-
tensive use of medla centers enhances tha‘offering of .the speclal

program.

A reglonal guldance counselor serves the three communities and
has hls services prorated by the program director. Psychologlcal
services are also avallable and are obtalned through tha program

dlrector.

Reglonal cooperation creuates new avenues by which the educa-
tion of the gifted students can be achieved, dependlng upon the
particular educatlional environment lnvolved. Exchanges ol lnnova-
tiva ldeas ore directed through readily accessible channels of
coﬁmunlcatlon not available previous to Project Gifted's exls-

tence.
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The overall evaluatlon o; the project |Is conducted by the
project svaluator through the facllities made avallable by the
project dlrector at the reglional level. Pre and post tests In
both the cognitive and tha affective domains measure student's

progress. . Parent attltudes toward the project are also surveyed.

The purpose of evaluatlion Is not to grade or rate a projram Qr
to compars one component wlth anothar, Rather, the maln effort is
directed toward.flndlng out what aspects of . a gliven program vere
successful ond ln what areas the program has falled to achleve its
objectives. The entire evaluative process is almed at providing
program parsonnel with constructlve feedback upon which modlflca~

tions may be introduced.

Tha results of evaluation Indicate that Project Gifted is a
generally successful program, and that In most cases, signlflcant
beneflts are belng derlved by students who are particlpating In
the three respective components of the pragram. Although this
conclusion ls partlally based on an analysis of "hard" data, addi-
tiona) evaluative 1nformatlon afso was obtalned ln vislits to Proj=
ect Glfted classrooms and'through Interviews with students and

parents,

As the program evolves and the Interchange of ldeas develops,
new concepts will undoubtably enter into the orlginal design. If
one program shows significant galns In an area which Is not encom~
passed by the program of ancther community, an epportunlty for’
complementation !s posslible. Specifls areas of inter~comnunlty
cooparation are gradusily emergln§ as the program approaches the
fulflliment of Its objectivas.
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