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Every high school English departrment that is determined
to direct itself toward the new decade must devise courses of
study built ont of fresh materials and designed to be of value to
all students. African 1literature as an elective course offers
the American student an oprortunity to learn principles of
effective »riting and to see another culture vresented from the
point of view of writers within that culture. The ﬁossi})i].ities
in an African literature elective are extraordinarily rich.

The course can be constructed on linss already familiar
to the teacher of English and Amarican literature, High school
students of African literature will be able to describe clearly,
for examole, ti: relationshiv between environment and character
or the dilemma of characters caugnt between traditional values
and those of the city. Titl{es exist in all #enres and are available
in iriexpensive vaperback editions, African litersiure, moreover,
admits easily to chronologicsl and/or thamztic and/or c2osravhic
units by increasingly available supolemsntary multi-media materials
dealing with African history, rusic, art, aesthetics and current
events, The religion and literature of ancient Egypt should be
a first unit, enabling students to make countless correspondences
between the clothing, relirion , art and customs of ancient Egyvt
~and West African, Fastu African and Central ifricod forms. The
teacher must avoid dividing African literaturs into "iorth Africa"

-~ by which is often imnlied non-black Africa -~ and "Sub-Saharan

Africa -- by vhich is often imnlied black &frica.
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[Quotation deleted here from Prince E, Wilson, ''Black Men before the Civil

War, ' Current History 57 (November 1969), 339, pp. 257-58, for copyright
reasons. ]
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And Basil Davidson, one of the leading European writers on African
history, states the following:

Herodotus sav the matter very clearly when travelling
through Egynt not long after 450B.C., for he had no
difficulty ir ennclading thal Neynit's cultural orizins lay
in continantal Africa. On the subject of circumcision,
for exarole, he remarked that 'as between the ILsyuviians
and the Ethiopians (by w»hich he meant the n=zonles we
call African), I should nat like to say which learned
from the othar.,,', a remarkably up-to-date statement

of the case, FHere in this ancient comrunity of

cullures betwesn the Atlantic and the Nile, one may indeed trace

the ground-stratum of many obscure but persistent unitiss of
thought and attitude among African veovles now living far
avart and apoarently in total isolation from each other,
Thus it was not simnle diffusion from Pharaoniz Egypt,

but still earlier diffusion from the Saharan-Sidanese community,

which can vrobably exvlain why the ram and the oython
should bhe syrmbols of religion 2ll round the 3ahdra and far
beyond it, or why many related social attituces and
institutions should be nresent among widely sevarated African
v20Dl25,4’

In an African literature course individuz2l works can,.of
course, stil) be used to illustrate tradtional lessons in structure but

these lessons will have the added value of bearing a fresh versrective,

Yine Boy, an early novel (1946) oy Peter Abrahams, a black South
African, was one of the first beoks' to draw attentior to the lives
of black South Africans in an absolutely white-iominated nation. The
ovening lines of the novél can be used by the teachar to illustrate
the construction of sstting, characterization, dialogue. In his

brief first. paragraoh the author at once sstablishes ssetting and time

throuzh the nersnective of Xura, the nrotagonist,

4
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Somewhere in the distance a clock chimed. The big
man listened. Ones’s o TWOo.oo.Three,..Three ofclock in the
morning,

He shlfed the 1little bundle from his right hand to
his left, hitched un his pents, and continued ur the
narrow street. A dark narrow streat full of shadovws,
he thought. But then this whole Yalay Camp is full of
shadows,

The second paragraph reaffirms the verspective of Xuma, shows him

at once in action -- dominating the paragraoh —- as he moves into

the "aarrow street." The tenebrons scene stated in the second

and third sentence of the second paragranh is the African "settlerent"
and it is, indeed, a shadowy world leading one directly into the novelk
délineation of the violence and desveration in race relations in

South Africa. '

Parallels may be dravm between the treatment of the
indivenof'swﬂ.i.‘;lcan poovulation by the Buropean immigrant and his’
descendents and the treatrent of the indigenous Indian porulation
by the European irmigrant to Arerica and by his descendents,

Ernest Cole, exiled black South ifrican author of House of Berndaze
’ ! AL

wrote the folloving:

. Retribution is swift for cheeky Kaffirs. But inside there
is fire. You rise in the morning filled with sour thoughts
of your voverty undier the white sconormy. I remember days
when I was so broke I could not afford the little gas I
nezded to go here or %there to shoat nictures with the film
I had nearly starved myself to buy. Therevar I cculd, I
acceotad invitatians 4o the hores of white liberals for the
food they offered == until it stuek in Havs t‘nrcat at the
thougnt of how casnally they could regard it, while at our
house 2 wondered whether there would be rcrridze on the
ROTrow, .

Jherever you go in South Africa ormression weighs
unon yone There is never a day that your anger lacks for
fuel. At its hichest vitch vou sre sha'en by its violence,
and ynu fenl vou »All <o mad in the streets or comrit

marder,

Bit you do nots You make your o:m cortributions o
rerression hy renrassing sneare Aveng friands you do not 2ven
£alk of the autrazes vou bear., It sirzly feads the flarss,

So ¥vou srolder but vou 2o nob axrlndde Jh

o
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he Sioux, Americen Indian Luther

ct

And in his autobiography ly Feoole,

Standing Bear recalls the following:

Our scouts, who had gone ~ut to locate the buffalo, came

back and reported that tha o rlains were covered with dead bison,

These had he=n shot by the white neoola, The Indians never

were such wasteful, wanton killers of this noble garme aninal,

ile kevt rrOV1n,_,, fully exrecting soon tc¢ run across nlenty of |

) live buffalos bub we were siisavnointed, I s2w the bodies of hindre:s

of dead baffalo lyirg about, just wasting, and the odor weas terribls,

Now we hegnn to sea »‘nte reonle 11v1nc" ip digouts, Just

like wilA dears, but without the lang snouts Th2se t“‘O“l" ware
dirty. They ha Y hair 1) over trair frces, neads, aras, znd
handss This waz the first time many of us hai evar seen while

people, and they were very renulsive Lo s o
Cutside Lrase dugouls we saw bales z2fter Hal
skins, all nack h.., rexdy for market. Thass reon
_ away the source of the clothing and 1ladges that
. provided for us by our Creator, and they unre letting osur fsod
lie on the plains to rot. T= ey wars Yo receive nmoney for all
this, while the Indians were to rscaive only 3.5)'.108. we trought
these reovle rust ba devils, for trey had no_sywpathy. Do you
think such treatment was fair to the Indian?5

2 ~f oulfalo
N+ wave tzoking
kal baen

A great rany of the novels, hicgracvnies, short stories and
plays in African literature have several advantacges Sor tha tessher of

EZnglishe  Thay offer moral Aimensions, fascinating settinzs, culbural

orotagonist, nroblems with which ths Arerican student can often identify.
And many of the novels and biograchies are short} And most of them have
few of the lexical, syntactical and structural 4ifficultiss that could
tronble tie weaker reader. And ther are 1e.=,itirf-atei;r relevant to

Afro=imericsans in soarch of African ba

O

‘tarounds and ifrican trought.

And, indeed, they are legitimataly relevsnt to all amsricuans in search of

African backgrounds ard dfrican thought,

A few of the rmany availsbls titles suszasted ©or inelusicn in

an african litersture course z04ld ircludz the follering:
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BIOGRAPHY
Abrahams, Peter. Tell Freedom. Ko York: Alfred 4. Knopf, 195L.

Kenyattia, Jorr.o.. Facing lt. Kenya. WNew York: Vintage Books, Alfred
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NOVEL
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. TV
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ar . &) K -~
Jdob Yet EBorn, lorndsnsFeinemarn
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L'mcat lonal B59%s Ltd,
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] 1y . - p o 1o
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FOCTNOTES

lprince E. ‘ilson, "Black l'en Defore the Civil Var," Current History,
57 (November, 1959), 339», pp. 257, 258, [See note belowa

2Basil Dav1dson, £fricas listory of a Continent (Wew York, 1$66), p.21.

3peter Abrahans, kine Boy (London, 1903), P. 11,
bErnest Cole, House of Bondags (New York, 1967), v. 21,

SLuther Stending Bear, ly Peoole the Sioux (New York, 1928), ov. 67, 68,

Quotation referred to by note 1 above was deleted from paper prior to

Note:
reproduction for copyright reasons.




