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PREFACE

One of the many ''spin-offs" of President Nixon's visit to the
People's Republic of China has been a tremendous surge of interest
in "things Chinese," from cooking to fashions to pandas, and so on.
The study of Chinese history, culture, and language is enjoying a
nev popularity.

Visitors recently returning from the People's Republic of China
report that the Chinese people seem very much involved in some form
of education or re-education, and are intent upon improving themselves
not for personal gain but rather for the purpose of serving the people.

For many Westerners such an educational effort, so directly re-
lated to the needs of the society rather than the individual, is
difficult to comprehend. The development of an educational system
in » country of approximately 800 million people is not a chance
affair. Indeed, it is the result of two decades of conscious effort
to develép a society and an educational system in which the expressed
needs of others come before those of the self.

Educators report haVing difficulty locating authoritative
studies concerning developments in the People's Republic of China.
This Occasional Paper is intended é.s & resource, and is designed to
provide teachers of Asian Studies with an authoritative study of
education in the People's Republic of China from 1949 to 1969.

The first twenty years of the history of the People's Republic
of China is categorized in terms of six distinct periods of educa-
tional refprms:

(1) 1949-1952 (re-orientation and re-orgenization)
(2) 1953-1957 (strong Russian influence)
(3) 1958-1959 (the "Great Leap Forward")
(4) 1960-1963 (retrenchment)
. (5) 1964-1965 (two-line Party struggle)
(6) 1966-1969 ("cultural revolution')

[




Each of these six periods is analyzed bty Dr. S. M. Hu according
to its political emphases, educational policy and curriculum trends.
Although each period reflects a "unique and distinct change," the
common element which unifies all these reforms is Mso Tse-tung's
philosophy that mass education be led by the proletariat, serve the
proletari’ét, and be directed toward the objective of socialist

|
consciousness and productivity.

Stony Brook, New York E.S.
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EDUCATION IN THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA
(MAINLAND) FROM 1949 TO 1969

Dr. Shi Ming Hu
Assistant Professor
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As soon as the Chincse People's Republic vwes founded

in 1949, education became cne of the gigantic tasks off con-

!

solidatiﬁ\g, reconstructing, and re-organizing the country under
a strong centralized government with a different political
ideology. .As Priestley concluded:

In order that the vast programme of social and
~economic change can coime to fruition, the great mass
" 0of the Chinese population must will the changers into
. existence; they nust, as the Comnunists style the
~ process, experience a perpetual course of "ideologi-
" cal conversion." Because it renders such handsome
service in the cause of this ideological conversion
of the Chinese people, educatlion is granted a posi-~
tion of enormous importance in the Chinese state.

The paramount educational undextaking seemed to be
complicated by the educational conditions wvhen the new regime
began its power. On the one hand, there were areas where the

Chinese Communists had sporadically introduced some educational

v .
. .

measures which reflected the communist ideology: on the other
hand, there were nmejor areas where the Nationalists left "an
educational systenn vhose basic outlines had been established in

the 1920's and reflected a considerable degree of I\Inericzin in-

fluence."2 Moreover, they "had no exparience in operating e

large educational system under settled conditions and had

'X. E. Priestley FEducation in China (Hong Xong: The

PR S

Green Pagoda Press Ltd., 1962). p. iv.




developed little in the way of padacogical theory."

Under- such circumstances the basic concepts of Marxism-

'.
)
3

Leninism appeared to bhe useful to the leaders of the Chinese

People's Republic. As Barendsen pointed out:
}

- fhe Party leaders proceeded to apply some of the
fundamental concepts of Marxism-Leninism to educational
problems in order to work out general policy guide-~
lines. One of their basic assumptions was that educa-
tion and culture, as part of the "super-structure" of
society, arc mere reflections of the politico-cconomic
bagse and as such, serve the interests of the dominant.
social class.?

Certainly Maoism, whiéh has always been the guideline for all
sociél recogstructions in the Chinese People's Republic'hés also
been the direction for educational reforms.

Education in the Chinese People's Republic was not only
to devélop political consciousness in each indivicual , but to °

train specilalists who posses specialized knowledge and useful

. @

skills desperately needed for fulfilling "the regime's ambitious
. . [ * [ R [ 5

plans to transform China into a modern industrizlized state."

Thus, political consciousness and production beczme the two

foundamental elements of educational policy in the Chinase

> cabemdn ot mbeiad

, ,‘3Robert‘D. Barendsen. "Education in China: A Survey "
Problems of Communism, tol. wiii. No. 4. p. 20.
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People's Republic. They have remained gncﬁangcd in th; last
twenty yeurs, although the ecrpression of the elcménts, the tac-
tics to achieve them, and the control over them by the Communiét
Parti, have varied on the bases of the nétional emphasis made
each year., ; As a result. .constant réforms in educatién have al-
ways been éarried on; the six distinct periods of educational
reforms within a range of twenty years seem to signify the con-
stant ch;n;es in education.

According to Chao Tzien, a commentator'of‘g£g Pao

(Efighﬁ Néﬁé) in Hong Kong, the six periods are: (1) the period

- of 1949 to 1952, a period of rC~OllandL10n ﬂnd re~organ¢7atlon
in educatidn% (2) the period of 1953 to 1957, a period of strong
Ruseian }n%luence;~(3) the period'of 1958 to 1959, a.period of‘
"Great Leap.Forwa¥d"; (4) the périod of 1960 to 1963, a period
of retrenchment; (5} the period of 1964 to 1965, a period of
two-line Party struggle; andl (6) the period of 1966 to 1969, a
period of "cultural revolution. "

1. The Perlod o; J9A9 Lo 1937

L Y . L Y Iy R RP YT

a. political L pha_ 25, When the Chinese People's

Republic essumed full power over the China mainland in the mid-

dle of 1949, & series of nationwide re—roientation/ conzolidation,

— r——— - ot

6chao T=ien. "Twentv Years of Communist Educetion * :TB
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and re-organization immediately began, because of the entirely
different poltical ideology held by the 1cade£s. Mzo Tse--tung
himﬁelfigtated vividly in his essay on the eve of winning full
qontrol over the mainland in 1949:

g During this period the state power will be vested
in a coalition of the four classes (the proletariat,
the peasantry, the petty bourgeoisie, and the national
burgeoisie), under the leadership of the proletariat
with the purpose of wiping out feudal vestiges and
imperialism.’ ‘

_Mad carefully defined "the people's democratic dictatorship" as

"democracy for the people and dictatoxship over the reactionaries,"®

" He said:

As the present state in China, they (the people) are
t the working class, the peasantry, the urban petty bour-
‘geoisie and the national bourgeoisie. These classes.
led by the working class and the Communist Party unite
to form their own state and eleclt their own government.
. . . Democracy is practised within the ranks of the
' people, who enjoy the right of freedom of speech as-
.sembly essociation and so on. The right to vote be-
longs only to the people, not to the reactionaries.:
The combination of these two aspzcts, democracy for the
people and dictatorship over the reactionaries_, is the
people's democratic dictatorship.9

"o make a long story short, at this early stage,'Mao

seemed to tolerate all members of the reactionary classes as

Ninberg chai (ed.). Essential Works of Chinsse Communism
(New York: Bantazm Boolg., 1989) . p. 252,
...
Toid.
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long as they crested no trouble, or did not rebel; he also be-
leived that remoulding the reactionary could be achieved. Thexe
is little doubt that these basic political emphases led to a

. general reform-in education,

- b. Edﬁééfééﬁﬁi ﬁéii&?; Although at the beginning,

there were no systematic educational reforms, the application

of Marxism-Leninism scemed to be patent. As Fraser stated:

Even in this initial stage of Communist control
some of the harshness and dogmatism of Chinese Marx-
ism cuickly became apparent. The scientific applica-
tion of necototalitarian ideas in education, not ap-
L parent to the main bulk of the awcademics previously
at last was fully revealed, ! C

Numerous documents o the Chinese People's Republic

~

concerning the new education are of similar accent, if not iden-

tical. 1Three articles in "the Conwon: Frogram” of 1949 secmed to °
set the tone for educational reforms. They are as follows:

Article 41, 1The culture and education of the Chinese
People's Republic are new democratic, that is. national.
scientific, and popular. The main tasks for raising the
cultural level of the people arce: training of personnel
for national construction work; and developing of the
ideologyv of serving the pcople.

Article 46, The method of education of the People's
Governmant shxll reform the old educational system, sub-
ject matter, and teaching methods systematically ac- )
cording to plan,

Article 47, In oxder to mest the widespread neads
of revolutionzry work and national const:uction worlk,

-
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universazl education shall be cerried cut, Middle and
higher education shall be strengthened; technical edu-~
cation shall be stresscd; the education of workers
Auring their spare time and the education of cadres
who are at their post shall be strengthened; and re-
volutionary political education shall be accorded to
young ‘intellectuals and old-style intellectuals in

a planned and systematic manner. 11 '

-

It is self-evident that Ar.ticle 41 ,supplied the direc;--
tion/ of educ;ation, Article 46 demandéd a définite, termination
of the old'ed‘uca'tional’ system left by the nat:_ionalists) and
Article 47 prescribed the structure of the desired sys;:em. Tt
seems'u;m\ist_a‘kal.vl'e that the .arti.cles f_i‘om which the educational
poliéy of the Chinese People's Republic are .derivcd. are ]c;ased
upon Mao's “iGea of the culture in "New Democrécy." As i.iu Shi}))
'Vice—:mi11i5tc13? of Education from 1952 ’to 1959, poiﬁted out that
nit was the system of education which Comrade Mao Tse;tul'lg des-
cribes 1n his N;x-; Democracy as "na.tional, scientific, and popular),’
o ."1?; .More precisely and specifically, the overall educational
policies of the Chinese People's Repubiic are: (1) to institute
a mass éducation 1ed‘by the proletariat; (2) to cultivate in each
_indivic'lual, political (or socialist) consciousness, nal_:ional. and
. international, and develop skills for national construction; and

- ]

(3) to apply Mao's model of thinking in all kinds.of knowledge.

orzaunist Education (Mashville:
65} ‘pp, 8384,
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These general educational policies have always been

the guide for educalional reforms in the Chinesc Peoéle's Re-
I

public. '::'ith only a different stress in each period. By the

same token, cu.rricu].um hag shifted in accorc’l'ance‘ with politi-

cal emphas'lis.

c. Curriculum Trend.,. Within the short period of

1949 to 1952. curriculuni reform_conformec. with the new educa~

tional system, which called for a compléte re~organization of
|
!

higher education and shortening the primary school years,

(formerly siy years of primary school was to change into five

years). The basic principles for .curriculum reform were in-
dicated also in the Common Program of 1949. ‘he following
articles seemed to have special meaning for the curriculun

development:
article 43. Efforts shall be made to daveclop the
natural sciences to place them at the service of in-
“dustrial . agricultural. and national defense cons struc--
tion. Scientific discoveries and inventions shall be
encouraged and rewzrded., and scientific knowledge shall
be populari~ed.

Article 44, The application of a scientific his-
torical viewpoint to the study and interpretation of
history. economics politiecs culture. and inter~
national a2ffairs shell be promoted. Outstanding works
of social science shall be encoursged and rewzrded,

Article ,iterature and the azrts shall be

pro“oted to sexv veovle to enlighten the po
al. cons:iousznes : parnle. &nd to encoura
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labor enthusiasm of the people. Outstanding works
of literature and the arts shall be encouraged and
rewarded,

_‘ Article 48, National sports shall be promoted.
Public health and medical work shall be extended. and
attention shall be paid to safeijuarding the health of
m'others. infants. and children.?!3 :

./ g _ '
It is apparent that these articles explicitly gave
i o o

social (o:’: national) concern a far superior position to any-

‘ thing elsle; political studies thus became the center of the

entire culrriculum at all 1evé1s. A preliminary reformztion
of curriculum was made in a uniform manner.

One ofi the most spectacular e;’iucational changes in
the Chinese Péople's Republic at that time was "the v:hvlesé].e

wld It is

ré-—organi:/..ation of higher educationai ingtitutions,
observed that the.curriculum reform of higher education was
concentrated on the following p‘nases.: (1) reinforcement of
pqlitica1;~ideolog3‘.c_a]. education; (2) proc"iuctive labor as an. im-
portant constituent of the program; (3) development of various
specialized branches to meet the ﬁeed of national conétruction;

(4) the speéial subject of Marxist-Leninist theories as the

nucleus in the curriculum; and (5) uniform plan governing by

‘an extremely rigid central force.

13, . . . Ce e
Liu Shih ™"China's Nsaw Educational System." Pwople's
China (Vol. IV. No. 11. D=2c, 1951). pp. 5-8.
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Whatever the educationzl reforms might be, the first
stage (1949-52). scemed to reflect the political and economic

) > . .
demands of the restoration of the country. This was true in

higher education as well as at the other level of education.
Moreover, there was also a growing sign of Soviet influence.
A member of the Central Comuittee of the Chinese Communist Party
+Chen Po-ta stressed:
' It is very important to study Soviet s~ience
. . . The contributions the Soviet scientists have
. " made and their methods of work are things we must
i learn. . . . generally speaking. the good things in
' British and Awmerican science have already been ab-
sorbed by the Soviet scientists; hence. the quickest
and best way is to learn from the Soviet Union, !
With the help of Soviet educators and the aésistance of the
Soviet Union's advanced educational experiences . education in
the Chinese People's Republic became wore and more Soviel oriented. ¥

Russian influence scemed to resch the peak in the next period.

2, The Period of 1953 to 1957.

a, Political Emphases. After the cornerstone of the =~

-

Chinesie Pecple's Republic was laid and the preliminary ground-
work had been made for three years, the government formulated more

eambitious programs for nationa2l construction, which scemed to have

v

-

the intent of dringing every aspzcit of the reforms and/or dsvelop-

ments under the power of the central organ, the Chinese Cormunist

.. = . .. - 3]
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Party. Politically, more machinarics were set up to guide the

process. Some important documouls were completed at this period.

"
e

For i‘nstz;nce, the Constitution of the New Democratic Youth League
of China was aéopted in 1953, fhe Constitut'i'on of the Chinese
i’eople‘s Republic was adopted in 1954 , and the Constitution of
.the Chinese Communist Party.was adopted in 1956, Undoubtedly,' .
all of them v}erg strongly affected by the Soviet Union. .As

Chai concluded: |

In fact, most of the 1954 cConstitution was copied

) " directly from the Soviet Tonstitution of 1936, using a

‘ different terminology. For instance, the Chinese Pco-
ple's Republic is described as "a people's democratic
state led by the woriing class and based on the alliance
of workers and peasanus" (Article 1), vhereas, accoxding
to the Soviet Constitution, the "Union of Soviet Re-
publics is a socialist state of workers and peasants"
(Article 1). And again, the so-called "people's dem-
ocratic dictorship" in the preamble of the Chinese Com-
munist Constitution is just another version of the
Soviet Russian "proletarian dictotorship."

In addition, the government of the Chinese People's
_Republic held a nationwide election of 1953.—54, in-order to
give itself and its politics a formal cohstitutional standing
based upon populsr sanctioﬁ. Although the election was nothing
more than & performance on thsz stage, it scemed to give 'peo?le-

a sense of participation in the process of government. "In

all this, the Party follows closaly the pattern set by the

-
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Coaﬂmunist_?arty of the Soviet Union,®1?

Té hiéhligjht the Soviet influence, the first Five~Yeax
Plan origillated in Russia, was launched. .This was a clear in-~
dication that the government of the Chinese People's Republic
began to f;l1.1rn to j:he more practic.ai aspects qf. its economi‘c‘a'nd
.polit:‘..call“' progfam after 1953, The Five-Year Plan set 1ts goal

at heavy ﬁ.ndustry on the one hand, and tightening political

control on the oth=ar.

b, Educqtlonal Poln.cy Anong the chief constitutions
of the C'h‘in'e‘se ;;eop".‘L‘e's'Re_public, \the'anstitut'io_n of the Néw v
Democratic. Youth Leag;uc seemed to have a difect :i.r.npac’. "on educa~
tion, si_nce thé majority of its nftembers are composed by i:hé YO'.thh
between th;e age of fourteen and twenty-five, and its main func— -
tion is to.assist the P_grty to carry out a full contrxol within
schools, The tightening of P'afty control waé also reflectgd in
various thought reforms‘. For example, the ideology of the "pro- '.
gress.elemen’r_s" of thc working class was impressed upon the

teachers by means of "servvere criticism and self-criticism."

Other intellectunls were subjected to a continuous dialectic

17 ..' . . . ‘- - - - .-..- . .'.-.._ voe e L
C.7. Hu, China: Its People, Its Society, Its Culture.
MWaw Howeny TUTRREYT Proos. 1930y, o, 1an, o
e .
- .;.~ iy “d o 7\3‘..
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Along with the organizational Aplan to enforce full
party control, a strégthemf.ng of political supe‘rvision. and
educationf'j.n the schools, and a tightening up of political re-
quirements for entrance into higher educational institutions
' 19

were- also evident.

Secondly, the Five-Year Plan certainly intensified the

educational policy of education for productivity in the Chinese

People's Repgblic. because'the goals of the Five-Year Plan set'
on heavy industrializati on, den.landed more"school's for tréi_ning}/
fec:;hniciar;s and engineers, According to Hu, "the plan called.
for the establishment, by the end of 1957, of 140 technical
training sghools fof wor}:eré in the various sectors of industry_
. . » as compared with twer;ty-two suc’h. schools "in 1952."29 of
course, all theh_involve:ments of the Plan could nof be implementé
w‘it‘nout the::. aid of 'i;_he S'ovie.’c Union. Therefore, Soviet techni-
cians, tr_ainers, and advisers were'péuring into the Chinese Peo-
ple's Republic by the hu:nc‘irec'ls, during this period, The leaders
of ‘the‘chinese People's Republic themselves alsc openly praised
the'develop'ments in the Soviet Union, and encouraged people to

learn from the Soviet Union. There is no question that this

19C‘nao Chungy. Yang I-fan, *Students in Mainland China,"

Communist China Problem Ressearch Series (Hong Kong: The Union
Research Institute. June. 1956), p., i.
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period merked the peask of the Chinese Pcople's Republic borrow- -

ing and learning from thesSoviet Union,

!,
s

c. curriculum Tre'nd's'. Generally, the strong Soviet
i'nf.luence was 'see_n throughout the nation. In education. a head-
to-toe Soviet imitation was demonstrated not only in overall
educatq’.énal policy, ﬁut in methods and contents. Thousands of
thousands of 'Soviet t;eaching guides and textbooks were translated
and put into use in the schools at all levels, Thé Soviet mate-

rials and methods were strongly recommended and urged. As re-

vealed in Jen M'iln' C.l'iia'd Yu in 1953:

Besides already translating scores of course out-.
lines used in the Soviet pedagogical institutes to
: sexve as reference, it is still necessary to vigor-
ously organize our resources to systematically translate
Soviet teaching materials and, using Soviet teaching
materials as our blueprint step by step revise oux
own teaching materials in oxder to combine with the
actual conditions in China.

One other interesting report of the Soviet influential-
ness on the teaching materials for primary and secondary schools
was made by Chao Chung. He stated:

ses. Thece followed Soviet texts but with due
eration to actual conditions in Cnina, . . .

g
country zdoptad new teaching texte for sciences
s

(A7)

consic
. . . the texthooks on physics, chenistry, and
algabra now used in senior middle schools wers
originally copied from Sovied textbooks intended
for thsir Qth 2nd INth veaxs clzszez of their ten-
reony w3 schinnlossl

P T )

Ch'en Esuon-ghan, tgz=h N

i 2i Ti Snhih Fan Chirzo Tu.®
Jen Min Chiso Yu (January 5, 1953) 3




The textbook on geogrophy now used in junior mid-
dle schools wag re~written from the naturel geography
textbook prepared by the Soviet writers, Balikov and .
{(Borodin, and intended for use in the 5th year class of
their seven~year middle school systen, :

In the textbook on language study. Book I, used in
primary schools there are two rather lengthy chapters
wlich were originally translated from the textbook used
in the first year .¢lass in Soviet primary school. These
chapters are Chapter XXX entitled "Big Carrot." and
Chapter XXXIX entitled "Obey HMother's Word."

outside of these instances ‘it may be mentioned that
the language textbook used in primary school_are replete
- with translated materials from Soviet texts.,””

32’

.However, the grandeur of the Soviet Union did not last:

/
long; the "high'tidé"'oi Soviet influence on ;efofms and con-
strucﬁions'in tﬁe Chinese feople's Républié during tﬁié period'
could not étay high fofevcr. Indeed, it carme as a dear friend
and disapéeared'as an enemy. It subéided-aloné with the in-
crease of_the S;nOwSoviet conflicts; the relétionship between
the two nations began to deterioréte in.the next period. When
Eﬁé state held up another flag of natibnal policy, educational

naturally followed suit.

3, Period of 1958 to 1959,

B e R e e et ]

a. Politiczl Emphases. As a result of the first
Five-Year Plan (1953-57), which was considared rather success-

ful, an accelerated nztional construction program was initiated
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in the Chinese People's Republic in 1958, It was "the big
psychological push of the Great Leap Forward slogans and the -~

2
o
o 2
launching of rural communes."“3

The three eye-catching cal-
ligraphies~~Great Leap Forward--sceméd to bring the entire po-
pulation and all the parEy appafaéus to a frenetic state of

mass enthusiasm and belief in the impqssible,24

regardless the ~
consequences. . .

It is apparent fﬂat‘the political emphasié during this
period was to.place polifics in greatér,command of rural area v
prgductibély and politically. %he identifiable campaigp of the
commune movement seemed to oifér'a clear indication of this
emphasis. The Resolution on the Establisﬁment of People's Com~
munes in the Rural Areas issucd by the goﬁernmeﬂt of the Chinese .
People's Repufyic sﬁated that "the.primary purpose of establish;
ing people'é comunes is to accelerute the speed of socialist
construction and the purpose of building socialism is to prepare
actiﬁely for the transition to communism."2

The'establishment of the people's commune was supposad

to have some foundomental advantagas for leadership, but inter-

nationzlly, the id=a of the commwne movement seemed to annoy the

...... « ¢ o

23pdgar Snow, The Othei Sidz of the River (Now YorXk:
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soviet Union. As Snow wrote:

Moscow's reaction was at first coutious and then
,increasingly negative . ., . . How could China. more
“packward than Russia., attempt any such transition
" toward communism? . . . Their appearance and con-
tinuation even in modified form. however. were to
add greatly to the developing tension between Mos-
cow and Peking.

oo :
This growing tension betwcen the Soviet Union and the
Chinese People's Republic had, no doubt, affected the subsequent
educational policy. Moreover, the commune movement was carried
' :S . . R R
so suddenly that even the cadres of peasant origin did not rezlize
all the technical problems and social implications. Therefore,
in spite of the impressive "Great Leap Forward" figur.s of pro-
ducts, there were abundant disorders and confusions, By the end
of the year, the leaders of the Chinese Pecple's Republic admitted
"openly that the communes huad been instituted too cuickly without
LA ! L
¢ & . L] ' * 27
sufficient preparation. and had the excesses come to a halt.
Since the structure of the people's comnune accompanied
by "Great Leap Forwaxrd " altered the Chinese life completelj} the
commune mrovement and the bamner of "Great Leap Forward" uncues-
tionably affected education in the Chinese People's Republic.
As Klepikov stated:
* <« + o» Now the 1life of the Chinese people begun
------- to consist of one campaign after another. in which the

— e 108 4 S ey i+t e et & e Bt
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educational institutions viere also 1nvolv d. School
children were urged to promote to the great leap for-
lvard. to smelt metal in homemade furnaces, to support
the people's communes, to destroy sparrows and flies.
.to eliminates mice. to patteln themselves in all things
on the army, etc. . . The policy of the great leap
forward and the people s communes had a dire effect on
life in China. . . . . This 1nev1tablv affected educatlon.?B'

'L Edﬁdéﬁidﬁéi ?6iicy. In response to.the Wgreat L,eap

~ &

Forward" the former educational policy of "education for produc-
tivity" advanced one step further. It becane neombining educa-~ v
"~ tion with productive labor." In this respect. Lu Ting-~Yi made

a rather ch iled statemcnu to explaln vhat "comblnlng education

with préductive labor® meant. He said:

‘  wphe combinntion of education with productive labor
is recuired by our country's socialist revolution and
socialist construction, by the great goal of building
a communigt -society. and by the need to develop our
education with greatexr. faster, better, and moxe eco-~
nomical results.” S '

Whether or not the development of education during this
period was "greater, faster, better. and economical)" the im-
pressive statistical figurcs seemed to give some indication.

nccording to a report in 1958, the following figures were'given{

I
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V. %. Klepikov "The Fate of public Education in China,™®
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| ' Wihe Big Leap in BEducationn30
Primary School Secondnry School Higherr ‘EQ.
(Students in (Students in (Students in _
thousands) ' thousands) thousands)
.{"\ .
1946 23,680 1,880 155
1949 24,390 - 1,270 ' 1.7
1952 " 51,100 - 3,140 - - 194
1957 ' 64, 280 _ 7,030 444
1958 - 92,000 14,000 790

Undoubtedly, the above statistics feveale,d an Jn—
¢redibly fast progress .of education in the Chine;qe People's Re- -
éublic in terms ‘of .qu:antity. Ne&ertheleés, the oth'er ‘end of .
the log~-quélity, remained to be a 'questioh, although tremendous
achi,e\./ement'was made as proclaimed by the ‘].eac'ie'rs. of the Chinese

Communist Party. o - ' , o

o

' o ¢ . |
c. Curriculun Trends. In genexral, the Directive : |

of the Chinese Communist Party Central Committec and the State

o

Council on Educational Work in 1958 seemed to set the specific
goals for education. It "called for a speed-up of the cultural
revolution in oxder to obliterate illiteracy and to producf

tens of millions of 'red and expert' intellectuals of the working
) 31 4 e d . R £

class," The Directive also oxdered "that schools of all levels
should make specific provision for regular labor activities by

: . 32 - s :
every student." = Because the leaders of the Chinesze People's

31‘1‘h amdore Hsi-en Chen, "The Pepulnrization of Hicher




Republic considered productive labor as a part of education, they

folt that educationul program should not be limited to study alone.

)

The half-work hulf-study plan, thus, became popular in higher
ec'lt'lcat:i.on.33

The experiment of the five~year unified primary school
system, and the experiment of the ten-~year i)r'imary-mi'ddlé system
or the three~year junior middle ar}d two-'.year senior middle, were
a].sé trigd out in many comunities. Indeed, all kin‘ds of schools
mushroomed during.this perﬁ.od at an almost impossilble rate through-
out the nation. For example, in Kwang-an Hsien of Szechwen pro-
vince, there were seventy-thre-» niddle échools started in four
dayﬁs. A nev type of agricultural middle school was founded in
Kaingsu province ai; the number of two, but reached the nunber of
thirty thousand in one year.34 A new type of *"labor university"
first appeafec’l in Kaingei p:coyiﬁce. (Both the sgricultural middlé
school and the labox uniyersi‘cy became the antecadent of the half-
work hal.f-study systen officially announcad in 1965.)

In line with the new emphasis on educational policy
"red and expert," political education, which has always lbeen of

sypreme imnortance in the Chinese People's Republic, was reguired

|

33

i}

Theodore Hei-en Cnen, "The Popularization of Hicgher Educa-
tion in Communist Chinn,® Information on fducation :
World. XNo. 24, dugust, 1939, p. 5.
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of students in all schools. The political education which

began in the first period was getting more and more attention,
’
"'\

As a result, the motto of "red and expert" seemed to be out of

balance during this period. "red" seemingly became more im-
j .
i

portant than "expert."

l
Fhis period indeed, inscribed a critical turning point .
for the s’c'hool syétem in the Chinese People's Republic in re-

gard to its political campaigns. The changes were not only in

the content of children's and young people's education, but in
the upbringing of the children, As Klepikov concluded:

It marked the start of the wwitch to rearing the
rising generation in a spirit agrecble to Mao Tse-
tung and his Peking clicue, in the spirit of hatred
of the Soviet Union and the veoples who inhabit 2 _.
In other words, the Chincese leaders armed themsealives
with the idecas of the ultra-rightist bourgeois ele-~
ments. .Subsecueni uears vere marked by a swelling,
wave of anti-Sovietism, which penetrxated all levels
and forms of education in China, and by the bound- 35
less culogy of Mao Tse-tung and his "infallibility."

4, Penoc’l 9_{ 1960 !__c_)_ ]963

...............

a. Political E:nvms es., It is genzrally observed that

-y

the idea of the commune popularized in the Chinese Pcople's Re-

. public somehow disturbed the Soviet Union; along with other dif-

ferences in opinion hetwsen the two nations, the SJ’.no--S'\"*eL ten-

S.io,n .i.n.C] ans cld Eve ntua 11_[, on h(’ n’ n:"‘ 20 1t h Qn'll‘”"errJ7 O.L
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IL,enin's birth in April, 1960, the sino~8Soviet disputz was brought

into the open.. The relationship betwcen the Chinese Pcoplc S

.

Republic and the Soviet Union worsened, as :Lnd:Lcated by the w:Lth--

drawal of Soviet technicians from China in 1960 and the open at-

l

tacks on Sov:Let ”rev:Ls:Lon:Lsm.“36

In the course of the increasing
Sino-—Soviet conflicts, it was natural that the Sov:Let influence
must go: lvlliaoi.-sm became the only belief for the people of‘the
Chinese People's' Reéuhlit to ftallow, .poli'tically or'éthérwise‘. -
:én. addition to the.international c:ontfoversy in the
Chinese People’ Republic, theré vere 'a'lso'internal 'factox's.
One major compl 1cat10n seemed to originate in the banrzar of
"Great Leap Forwaxd." and the conuuuno movement; the un;.u1flllcd
expectations in agriculture and economy were O severe that the

entire national construction and policy had to be re--examined.

AY

It seemad that "the bittex years of harvest failures and the

* ‘ [ [ 37 . L[]
withdrawal of Soviet aid,"'also gave the old class of capitalists

and functionaries a chance to attack the political idsology. They

made many political proposals, which indicated the tendency of a

restoration of capitalism, Surprisingly enough, many of their

38
qc‘hc'nes were either totally or partially carried out,

.

36 . T « o e e P -’ .‘. .« . - .
Winberg Cnhai (ed.), E‘cse‘ Jorks oL C_:Ln.'-_‘se Comvu ST

2.
-
(New York: Bantam Books, 1959) , p. xiv.
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In ré::pons;e to this tendency of restoring capitzlism,
Mao Tse--tung :I.xm:né;liately lJaunched his "socialist education
campaign"_" in 1962, "The purposes were (1) to purify the ideol-
ogy and tb'recfify revisionist tendencies; and (2) to re~establish
socialist. collective controls over the economy,. especially 1n

. 3 L] L] L]
the rural areas.," 9 Along with Mao's campaign, the regime re-

set new guidelines for the post "Great Leap Forward." They were

40

radjustment, strengthening, soundness, and high-quality."

b. Educationa'l.. P'o.l'icy.. As indicated previously,

during the périod of the. "Great Leap Foxward," ten$ of thousands
of schools were rapidly founded in various 1oéa71ities, because

of the Party campaign of "developing education with greater,
faster, bettexr and more economical result, " and the 'sloga‘n of
"Walking on t\'fo._l_e;g53," (The educational implication of "walking
on two legs" wvas the policy pr-ﬁﬁiding for loculitiez and factories
to cperate their own schools, and the policy providing full-time
schools, spale-~time schoolg and othar types of school to co-

ordinate work and study programs,) However, considearing tha

acknowledqged complexity of educational develovment, the over-
rh o I ’

night establishment of schools in the Chinecse People's Republic

-

Oone of them soszned

F Chinz=e Ceovaunian
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to be the ¢guality of education. As Barendsen obscrved:
It would also appear that the cummlative effects

! of the stress placed on productive labor and poli~
tical activism under the 1958 educational reforms
had seriously affected standards of teaching and
learning in the nation's schools, particularly at
the upper levels, These conditions gave rise in the
spring of 1961 to renewed ofg;.]':cial concern with the
¢quality of education, . . .

In respect to the p:t':oblem of education auality.in the -

Chinese People's Republicl, e;f_fofts were made to have a new shift
in educational policy. First indication was a halt of the greater
and féster development of the education enterprise as illustrated

. by the national enrollment figure of all students; the'numbér in

42 Secondly.

]
1960-61 was about one million less than in 1959--60.
a balance of "red and expert" was announced, since one other
factor that contributed to the low standard of education seemed

to be the consecuence of the heavy emphasis on vred" than on

nexpert.® There was also noted reduction of the time assigned

':to political and labor activities to provide teachers and students
with more time for schoolwork,

One other aspect of emphasis in education worth mention-~
ing was the "mass line" science, which was azgtual].y bas'ed 'upo‘n

Mao's sociislist education, Mao said:

- Y o 2oty o] e - H B - 2 : 2 - P,
D. Bzrsndszm, *zducction in Chinas: A Survey, ™

.
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Problems of Cornwunism, Vol, xiii, Ne, 4, v, 9.
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Whatever the problem - vhethexr it concerns food,
natural calamities, employment, edlucation, the in-
tellectuals, the united from of all patriotic forces,
.Lhe minority nationalities, or anything else ~ we mu.;t
alway., proceed from the otandpo:mt of overall planning:
which takes the whole people into consideration and must
make proper arrangement, . . . 43

Of course, the fact that increasing difficulties with

the Soviet Union meant withdrawal of scientific and technical

personnel, demanded even larger nuwbers of scientists and techni-

cians; this seem;ed‘ i':o. leave the governmeﬁt of the Cii;inese People's
Republic no other choice but to train scientifiq research per—
sonnel on a 'large scale, The wideﬂingﬁ gap.between the twd na--
tions was also rcflcbtcd in t..e curriculum. . ) - S

¢, Curriculum Trends. The most obvious one was the

return of English as the first foreign language in curriculun,

As Barendsen mentioned, "Another change reflecting the growing

et e e T g b m AW N ot o A S S W a3 s i e DR ATt o vimre AT T

Sino-Soviet estrangement wes the official encouragement of a

o o ) -~ - 44
revival of the study of English in Chinese schools."” Other

- B

Soviet oriented subjects and teiching materizls were €thC.C re-~

duced oir eliminzted.

rh R v £ e i e " i S e e W o i

In connecction with the academic standards, the leaders

in education in the Chinese Paople's Republic also acknowledged

of Mno Tse- L'mg
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the backwardnass in curriculum. For example, the Minister of

Education, Yan Hsiu-~fen, flatly stated that much of the sciences

I,

(physics and chemistry) and mathematics in secondary schools was
out dated; he proposed a cuick initiation of the most advanced
[ - .4‘5 [ ] [
sciences and technology, and made guidelines for curriculum re-
_vision to meet the need.
However, in reality a complete revision of the texts

was not materialized. Perhaps because the political leaders were

reluctant to give up the political indoctrination, the curriculum
swang back to the program with political studies superior to
othei i, As Barendsen pointed out:

Although efforts to improve the academic muality.

of school instruction continued during 1962 and 1963,
they were gradually over-shadowed by a re~cmergence
of the regime's preoccupation with political indoc-

. traination. . . . by the spring of 1963, the pendulum
had swung back so far that . . . the strengthening
of ideological training as thc foremost reguirenent
for improving the cuality of education in the nation's
‘schools .46

and the idea of productive labor was also revived, By

the summar of 19563, physical labor was once again considered as
the bezt form of "class education." All schools were ordered

had the benefit of phywsical labor,

R - o3, ! : - - < -V o~ .
vpduestion -dn Chinne A Survey," Provleanms
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] . . 4
especially on the farms. 7 pnis seemed to lead to a new educa-
tional system, vhich became the major develownent in education

prior to che cultural revolution of 1966,

...... . P2 T

5. The Period of 1964 to 1965,

_a. political Eﬁﬁﬁéééé. The year of 1964 was eax~ )
ﬁarked'by'thc slogén; "A bad thing turned inté a good thing,"
because it was suid that Chinese technicians were'stimulafed to
solve the problems rémained un;solved. Apparently this rgfer;ed
to the cancéllation of the Soviet aids which left maﬁy projects
unfinished. Nevertheless, time seemed to have brougﬁt thé'chi»
nese bgck from the shock of tle wifhdrawal of the Soviet technif'

| | 48
cal assistants; harvests seemed to improve f£rom 1962 onwardsf
Under such a seeningly stable condition, the new politicai taréet
wag aimed at the'?arty persons in duthority, becausce some of them
vere conéidered.ag fhe Rigﬁtist; who intended to rentore capital- ~
ism, This, in fact, set the stage for the fﬁll flame of the "eul--
tural revolutidnﬁ'

The Rightists who insisted on the need for authority and
ordanizatbn, scemad to beolieve in the hierarchiczl structure, which

is based upon a chain of commund from the top down., They, of

course, would liks to run the state in accordance with their owm

- o ——
-
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ideas.?9 This situation scemed to polarize the central power

of the Chinese Pcople's Republic., 1Indeed, the conflict within
. :

the Central Committee became sharper and sharper with Liu Shao-
ch'i leading one line, Mao the othexr, because of their status and

their basic differences in economy. Liu apparently opposed Mao's

| :
principleﬁ of cooperation and collective responsibility. As

Robinson pointed out:

Liu advocated the extension of plots for private
use, the extension of the rural fairs at which in-
dividual households could sell their products in con-

i ditions of a free market, the increase in the number
of small enterprises in the villages run on the prin-
ciple of private profit, and the fixing of output
ouotas in the annual production plan on the Losis of
households ing2nd of on the basis of teums or ;:)Iigadc-:s.EO

¢

Thus, a new rectification campaign was urged by Mao in

1964, to c¢lean problems in four areas: politics, ideology, organiza-

tion, and the economy. However, the campaign for the "four clezn-

-

up" movement was somehow deflected to the purposes of the Rightists,

0

In order to get it back on to his line, Mao issuad the directive
of the "Twenty-three Article pocument," during January 1965, in
vvhich he stressed that the target of the movement was the Party

L L4 -« * - * [ [] 51
persons in authority who were taking the capitalist line.

oan Robinson, The Cultural Revolution in Chinz (Baltimore,
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This seemed to accelarate a confrontation between revisionism
and Maoism,'Whiéh was brought into public iﬁ 19656, The re~
flection ‘of the political conflict during this perioé was, by
all méans, observable in the fielﬁ of eduéation.

b, Eddééfidﬁéi ééiiéy. In view of the growing ten-

‘sion of pcliticalldiscprd within the regimej'the re~emphasis on .
political education, and on labox performance carried ovér from
the previous pefiod; gained iﬂ momentum.' "rhe move'éulminatqd

in the decision of Decexber 1965 eventuaily to'transfer the
enti;e education syctem into one based'on the conceét of half~
work half~study;“52 ofigiuated from the rationale for establish-
ing the agricultural midéle school during the period of "Greaf
Leap Fofward;"

The gengral eaﬁcaﬁional policy during this period'was_
éo majintain the‘exiéting full-time schools and push the develop-
ment of the half-work half--study schools, a so-called "two-track
eéuéational system and ﬁwo kinds of iabor," advocated by Liu Shao~
ch'i., Under his great endeavor, half-work half~study sdhbgls
developed fast in 1964,

At.this point some clarafication is needed, Bcsiéally,

» system was, by no means, contradictory

the half-work half-stud

to Mao's educaticonz2l iden, FHoweover; baczuse of L,iu's "ivo-track
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] 53 Y ' ] (] (]
educational system," and because of the growing political

conflict between dMao and Liu, the "twé~track educational system

’,

and two kinds of Llabor" proposed by Liu did not seem to have

o

Mao's support. Yet, at that time, Liu was in the highest politi-
cal position (the President of the Chinese People's Republic),

so he tried to use it and insisted on his educational idea, re-

gardless what Mao had in his mind. As a result, half-work half-
study schools spread quickly.

It gseemed that in addition to the re-~emphasis on
political education and on labox performance, there were also-
economic reasons for implemerting this new type of school.
Again according to Barendsen, the economic rationale was:

5Tha new mold . . . had some obvious cconomic

advantages in that it enabled the students! labor

to be better integrated with that of the rest of

the worklng rural vopulation and provided a more

steble and less cowolmzated method of meeting the

costs of the «chno]“,S‘

Moreover, because the tuition accounted for the major
portion of the cost for xunning the schools was paid by the

students from their earning during the laboirr season, the commune
/

or the government only hxﬂ to pay the differences,

.-1g Hsuzn-tz "Genzral Review of Culture, /Bducation in
the Conmunist China in 1969,“ gtudies of Chineze Comaunism, Vol, I,

No. 12 (Daceriar 31, 19869), Taivian: “hne Tnstitute for the Studv of
Chvdvier s Do o e ZursT ey LS,
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It is intercesting to note th:zt} the lezining experience
provided for the ‘stu'c'ients wvhile they weie working in the com-
mine, was :?'onh self-study and group-discussion basis. In order
to enable the students to work, the school' year w.as -operated on
a ve;:'y di fferent base. The claimed ad\}antage on the paxrt of the
student was that lessons vere practical and related to daily life;
on the part of the goxfernmen’c, it was the availability of more
laboxr power, and. of course, the idca of .training intéll'ectuals
and workers at the same +ime was no less important. Because the

concept of work-study dominated nofficial thinking on academic

t’?h:ave'.\.opmeni:.,"55 the practice .oon spread,

concern during . this period was the development of the‘ha‘lfo-work
half-study school, p;\r‘naps, it is noro vali‘d-i’:o discuss the cur-
riculum trends via the analysis of tha curriculum in this kind
of sc"hool.

As mentioned before, the jdea of half-work half~study
had its root in the agricultural middle school, In general,
there were four bzsic courses taught in the agricultural niddle

echool; they were Cninesze langunge, mathenntics, politics, a2nd

basic knowlelnge of egriemlture (or technoloyy), only with greater

! -
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. - 56 .
emphasis on practical aspect. For instance, in the language

course, training was concentrated on common usage such as writing

;I

letters, notices, labor contracts, and reports.

As for. higher edﬁcation, the idea of half-work half-
study was 1!n generél carried out Jn the "labor university." The
_curriculum‘iin those labor universities, followed the principle
of a close’ coordination among class study, experimental w‘ork and .
proc'luct:vc labox, buL political education was particularly stressed.

While half of the classroom time was spent on theoretical courses,

and half on labor courses, politics was supposed to occupy the

largest proportion of time allocated to the Lhcorctlcaj courses,
In view of the intensificat ion of Mao' S purge campaign
within the Chinese Communist Party, political education reached ° .

an all-time high level, Eventually, the politicul revolution,

whicn called for a thorough reform in Party, polities, economy

and calture, made education come to & complete hualt throuwghiout
the nation. When the culturzl revolution brocke out in 1966, al-
most &)1 schools in the Chincssze Poople's Republie were unable to
function and had to c¢losa, The phenonenon of the cultural re--

volution wos, ind:zd, unorecelznted in the histeory of Chinz, and
pethaps in the history of the world.
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6. Tho Pcriod of 1966 to 1969.

a. Political Emphases. According to most accounts,

h

the Chinese cultural revolution, which was algso referred to as

the Great Sociai:’.st c¢ultural Revolution, or the Great Proletarian -~
Culturai Revolution, officially bég'e-.n in 1966, Because of Maoist

})elief that "socialist revolution is a continu‘in'g process and

that ideological revolution, an integral part of the sociélist i
revolution, should be carried out by a series of class struggle,

58 [ [ 9 9
" continuous revolutions were inevitable., Of course,

[ 4 [ 4 [ 4

the: anti~socialist rightists (or rivisionists), who were said
to take shelter in the Party auvthority, were the chief target.
As noted previously. Mao's intensive rect;.ification campaign
launched in 1964, was aimned at the Party persons, When the con- .
flict within the Party grew bitterly tense, the struggle becume
active and open.

The usual technigue of expressing individual opinions
by writing poste:;:s was enployed to make a dramatic attack upon
the heud of Pcking University; the poster attack was generally
congidered az thz opzning fire in the cultural revolution, Iin

ro time at @ll, the rovolution sproud widely, and immzdiztely

follcwed by an ouibsenXk of criticis:a ern top Party men in thair




administration.?®

At‘ firét, it scemed 'ti).czt the Rightists appe:_zlec’l to the
majérity !"aﬁd' they tried to isolate the rebel you:h; even when
at the meeting of the Central Conﬁnittee of the Cininese Communist
Party callcgd by Chairman Mao in A'ugust', 1966, hé seemed to be in
‘a minorlty as opposed by the group led by I.lu Shao-ch'i, . How-
ever, the course changed as soon as Mao put up hlS own poster
titled "Bombard .the'Héadquarter," and the Central COmmittee issued
the guide'.l‘.:i;ncs of the Sixteen Points following an adoption of the
cultural revolution as Paxrty policy. "'Rebéls took heart; student
groups organized as Réc‘l G}lards flooded into Pcklng and Mao Tse—-
tung put himself at their 'head."éo The movement expanded to the
industrial enterprises from the Red Guards., Within a short period,
the Red Guards' _::lc-:vclopec'l throughout the ;m'cion, in schools, fac-

tories. and rural arcus. Accorclng to the Peoo‘l e's Daily News,

the Mission of the Red Gueards was to destroy the old and establish
the new, It stated:

The revolutionazry Red Guurds sel about destroying
the "four olds" (old ideas, culture, custons, and
habits) of the exploiting clvsses on a large scale
and extencively foxtar:d the "four news" (new ideas.
culture, 1:<Lc 5) of the puolatariat,

,.
’e
-
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Pl:—y.?ncr th 1. c:i' ho ve rd, t‘zev 'tanc'l fov"-xzzost
in the crltici:é and repudiztion cif the bourgzais re-
..... wctionsry lina,®?
Sc,_-r,\ oo TRt - r.- e tea - '-«' -~ Pam e ~T e
OV_ . o «
Ibii,, p, 1S,
61 _ T . ] -.
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Fin2lly in February, 3.9'67, the Congress of the Red
Guards of Univc:.s:it'ies and Colleges, together with threec other
Red 'Gua::db Headquartex:s in peking, was formed. In the adopted
Dec'laration of the Congress of the Red Guards, they "pledged
their loya_ity to Mao and the Party)/. and proclaimed theix Qesire
to carry t‘lhc cultural Revolution to the enc‘l."62 Furthernore,
the Red Guards were armed with the "most sower ful weapon," Mao
Tse~tung t'l'louc_:;ht.63 In fact, the study of Mao's quo;czxtiéns: was
a nationai movement, since the stress was made clearly in the
Si;:teen-fPoi.nt Docision, that.the study and app].i‘c'ation of Mab's
thought should be carried 6ut intensively among all people in
the Chincse People's Republic, "1"'housanc‘ls and thousands of Mao's
cuotations were p:cepa_red in a red pocket-form and distributed
to everyone thrpug]_a_out the nation,

Neverthelecs, the sighificahce of Ma.o Tse-~-tung's thought
ass observad by t’he Vesterner, was "to create a s:c:tting in vhich
the clzims of the ideal are not at variance with the necessities

64

of GQaily life," Since Mao's prestigas Was a nationul azsel, he

was able to muintain unity even in an extreme conflict in politics,




and yet the main emphasis wias upon the -immortal seriptures,
5

o)

not on the moxtal man.

?,

.After the entire nation was excited, and the temporary
organization of government - the 'R'evolutionary Committee of lead-
ing cédres-. members of People's Liberation Army units, and the
'repres;entat-ive of the rebel groups -~ was sei;_ up, the cu'fl.‘i_:ura].
revolution was ready to. seize the political powef from the top
persons in the Party éut‘hority, vho were: taking thc-; 'ca'pitalist'
line, In I:\pril, 1967, began a périod of system'c}t'i_c _analyéis
and criticism of Liu Shao-ch'i and repudia'tion of his policies,

Follewing that, the cultural revolution entered a new phase. It

turned inwardly to conbat self interest and eradicate revisionism

from one's own mind, becausc the cultural revolution "cannot be
consolidated without the remoulding of the ideology of all the
- 66 i . ° c
people. " In oxrder to enable everyone to accept a new mode of
thinking to eliminate sclf interest, "education must be re-
organized from top to bottom so that the next generation will

not hbe a ncw set of bourgzols intellectuals but will be trained

. ) o 67
to scxrve the pzodnle and to kezp in touch with the masses,

65 .:--I o '.1‘ :
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b, T‘ouc'-uona] Po1i<_~x. AS indicated in the Sixtecn-

e e L o TR U S L P

Point Dec J.‘Ji()ll O.L. the central Committee of the Chinese Communist
Part‘y adof,;téd in August, 1966, guidelines for ec’i_ucational reform
were re-set in accordance with the‘ spirit 6f the cultpral re-
volution. ;l‘he main points wereé (1) to transform the old educa-~
tlonal sys Lem, and the old principles and pcdagogj, (2) Lo change
the phenom'enon of the bourgeoms intellectual's c’lomn.nation of
schools, (3) to épp]& 'thoroug"nl'y the poliéy of educa't‘ion advanced
by Comrade: Mao, (4) to shorten the cycle of sc‘hoqling, (5) to re-
duce the number of courses but improve the .quality, and (6) to
have students learn nmuﬂu. ial woxk, farming, and m:.l.lJ ary affairs
and take pa:ft in the s'trugglcs of the cultural revolution to crit-
icize the bourgeoisie as these struggles oceur, in addition t‘o"

68
their regular s Lud. ilea,

Since theo ongoing cultuxal revolution mode teachers and
tudents preoccupied with clw'u:maung revisionists their idecas

and thus forced almost all schools to close down, the new educa-

:.‘

tional pclicies irexre unable to put into effect., Howeverx, during

this seeningly no-cducation period, some observers concluded thut
he | 9, - . (] Ld 69 -
the Red Guards actually lost only schooling, not educition, The

_ . Foreign Lanjun s Presz, Decizion of the Canty' ey
f L'h Cuinzse Comqunlst prrty (Poliing s Foreldin I,»xx*c_,s. i3 Prazus, .
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youth who had involved in the cultural revolution, obtained an

entirely new structural concept, vhich seemed to prepare them to

!

&
a new educational system that was to develop soon,

In January 1967, a more concrete .educational- reform plan
derived from the Decision was drafted. The twenty-two specific
derivatives ’iseems to have the following unicue features: (1) to

abolish all examination systemy evaluation was to be made by the
i . .

vgmall learning group" through democratic process, no more en-

trance exumination for schools: (2) to shorten the cycle of school~

ing-ten to fourteen years from the primary school to higher educa~

tion; (3) to speed-up half-work half-study system; (4) o have' all

gchools carry out military training; (5) to put special emphasis

on Meoism in curriculum; (6) to have complete political control in

schools; and (7) .to abolish sumuer and wintexr vacations, and have

U L] . - [ 70 )
students join productive labor,

When the aureemeni wzs finally reached, "order was issued

in March 1967 by the Centrzl Committee calling the students back

q o 1) s . .
to school," Tantative programs for educational revolution wore

-~

written in Novenber 1967; principally, the cducational programs

-

were bzmsad uncn Mio's idew, In particular, Mao's May the Seventh

70.- . TTe vy . "o -4 v - R | - !~ LT
... . Veng Hazuann=ise, | twineztionz) Raforis 1n Corvaanist Chiinz, "
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mmstruction of 19566 and the Sixtean~Point Decision of the Central

Committee in 1966, were re—~cupitulated.72 When Mao gave his new
&

instruction on educational revolution in August, 1968, a f£resh

personnel, workers. and soldiers, entered the school to play a

!

vital role in decision-moking on education., Many "work-ueasant-

soldiex" tiaa'ms were set;up.73 "These tcams are establis.}'ling
their dom:ﬁ‘do’n over 'ec'l.ucational and cultural ‘establishments; many
hundre c"ls,,f‘.rom uni\;entsj.ti.es to primary schools, 'have been taken
74 |

ovexr.," It seemed apparent that the basic function. of th¢ wor"kerf-
peasantnsoldier team was not only remoﬁldiﬁg, tfaining and inte-
grating students for revolutionary action an.c'l leacdlersh.in, but
hopefully through the participa_ﬁion, there would be a group of )
outstanding worker-cadres emerging to lﬁ:xxmage the sc,:hoois and to .
streﬁgthen every aspect of the state organé gu}d the _p;‘olet:ariats
themselves would be doeply steeled in the class struggle, |

Along this line, one educational policy was identified
as popularizution of local-established schools at the primary

and sccondary levels, The underlying principles of this elucationzl

e Comauvnist.
23, Vol., 4, Yo, 7, (z»ril,

Vlang H:uen-wan, "an paniytiexl Study of the Chino
Fducaticntl Rzvolution," Isruzs znd Sindl
1¢63), ». 26.

Editorial, "Cnina lMainland Schools undzy Manegzwonl of thez
punien, Vol, 2, Yo, 10, (Cctco-

, Teiwvon: The Institute for tha Study of Chninesa CoOl-
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policy warc: (1) to'save.education expenditure? (2) to destroy
the capitalis L‘intéilectual's donimation of schools; (3) to make
educatio;:popular; (4) to re-educate intellectuals; and (5) to
cordinate youth education so that the youngsfers will not leave
the mass proletariats nor productive labor. |
Undoubtedly, after the cultural revolution, the educa~
tion in the Chinese People's Republic advanced into anothexr stage

on socialist society, with a completely different stxucture and

the heaviest emdha is on Maoism,

! c. Curr;&glgg\?gggg ﬁhen schools returned to a
norm.l operation in 1968, the cycle of primafy and secondary
school years were cut dowvm to nine or ten years; the number of
subjects was reduced ;ccordingly. only five major areas of study
vere concentrated qn.. They were: political thoory and practice,
ianguagg, mathematics, military and physical training, and in-
dustrial ond agricultun al production, Mathomatics and language
Qere the sole traditional subjects retained, but their content

as they used to be. In an effort to

u:

\.h

wae not ag compr

revolutionize cduacation, M2oism has been incorporated in every

subject, even in mzthenztics material, For exsmple, a vroblem

in arithm=lic teut, wus stated in this menner:

[ U P S S e e e T D
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Wwang Chua, "An Anzlytical Study of the Chinssce Communizt
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Chairman Mao is the redezt "red sun" in our heurt;

it is most fortunnte to be able to see Chailrman Mao,

In 1968 on the national birthday, there were 150 re-

bpresentatives of capital workers, liberation army,

Maoist propaganda teams, and the poor. lower-middle

peasants, to visit Chairman Mao; there were also 67.

representatives of Red Guards and revolutionary pub-

lic. How many representatives in total, were there

to visit Chairman Mao?

It should be noted that the basic principles for cur-
riculum reform at the primary and secondary levels, -apply to
higher education as well, Courses in the universities and col-
leges have been reduced; professional courses are less important
than political studies, and the content has been simplified along
prac*ical lines. For instance, in Peking University, studants
who are studying liberal arts, should learn industrial woxrk,
farming, and military knowledge with Mzo's works .as the major
study suppleitented with literature, history, philosophy, politics,
law and othesx speciulities. Two thinds of the teaching period
nust be allocated for the students to go out to leaxrn from workers,

soldiers.77

ot

peasants an
It ig¢ interesting to note that in regard to the nmilitary
training, there wae also = completely military organization in

the school sysien, in addition to thz2 class paried of m

r
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training. Beginning in 1968, the names of principal, dean,

director, and the like, gradually digappeared from Lhﬁ educia-~

!,
\

tional admlnl jtration; instead there were sergeant, lieutenant,
and major. The school organization was totally modeled after
the army system in the Chinese People's Republic. One of many

schools changing their organizational structure was praised in

Ot == i v

the Pcople's Dai 1 News s "yin-Huang Elementary School success-
fully terminated its traditional class and director systen, and
' was re-organized in accordance with the military structure-~-
| .78

squad, platoon, etc,

Morecover, the teach'ng staff who implement the prescribed
currziculum are no longer limited to the teuchers and theo expe JLv
alone. Under the slogan of "learning skills from the workers,

{res
learning faurming, pexsants, and learning fighting fxom soldiexrs,"

there have bean workcrntcuchefs, peasant--teachers, and soldier-~
teacheis.

At this point it seems difficult to tell whether the

v
“

naw educationzal structure to Ffacilitate the new educational
program, or tha new educationul program is to strengthen the

new educationzal structure. Perhnps, it may be fair to sny that

the proenu cﬂuCﬂt'nnaT practice does secm to rainforce the
78, . . ‘o I ' n e . -
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.
s, 2 AN e, T R -
fou tn- S;uoi o Chingsiz Cro-inlsn, ‘b, V3.




-
’.

rceiproail relidibionship of curriculun and siructure,  Yhe cues-
tion onc ias likcly to gk, nav o, hovw leng will the neaw cduca-
o 2

tionul systar lant, and vhat will be the nexi?

Sunun:ir.},:

Since 1949 when the Chinesc Poople's Republic vas foundod
it is cvident that the now reglno has creuated ites own politicend
iGcology, Msoism or "Ncw Dairocricy," end o fresh chopier of Chi.-
resce his story hes unfolded, How long end hew greal the c'h::ptef
wvill be is not owr imwedinte concern; history will spcak for it.-
sels Jater, However, the fect that there is o country of 700
million pcople led by a poweriul lczdor, existing in wads wvorld,
Is vndonizble, Within a period of lwooly yeers, a period of
trensition to scrializm, thz countyy hus ioreriencad «lrost ead- .

less slyugules, and nunerous resowins have telen plecc.

As it wo=z suygested previously, gix jdentifivble politi..
cal) thowzz scon Lo have dividead the twenty-yeur time span vividly,
elinough they tre over-lapping to & certuin degrea, _'i‘ ¢ first
cried 0F 1549 to 1852 wis @ connoridntion of the reglizme bulilt,
the cccon? pavic? of 1953 to 1957 conconlyzted on the ¥Five-Tauv
Plan with rireong Sovict influenze, the ihind naricd c»;" 1852 Lo 18332
Irorcasal tra vurid with the rovcnonl of corvnz tod fhe "Grert
Leip Foxvaxd, " e feurih porled €5 1€52 to 1852 promzaled covtnio ol

i6




marked hy a ]n o two-line porty struggle, ond e sizth period
J o . 4

ofl 1956 Lo 1960 l..rn..d tno \.03.1(’1 with tho vGraat Cultural Re--

\

%
volution" which moang to prepare a new bread of geonceration.

vhatover the reforns ore, education, as an integral
part of thic svporstructure of & socicty, is always deeply in--
volved. hs Chen doscribe;'l "rho Popul:.r:./ation ofllighoﬁ: duca-
tion in Cowrmunist China,® he :;trc::sec'i:

e « o cducation is only an uspect of the political
and sociul oxder. Any chang-:: in basic political and
cconomic policies calls for a coxrcaponding change
in cducation, There 35 no gop batvasn school end
rocicty, no linc. of demzrention betweon formal and
inform-1 edueation, 79

<
14
x

The power ol education hus bean well recognizad in the Chinesc

People's Republie, As Kelly siated: .

This loglec ¢xxpleins the very nigh jmportance which
c i ctachon to the efucatina syctaa, ¥Waill
i

8]

it is tha chief _ne of progresa, 3t 38 also a natuswal
souTce OFf sirrodos belicfs, O The other hend, the
rurty tolisve 2.13'?-.‘:10:1 coald b trousforesd Into the
surest and most sophislicaled wauns of achieving con-
formily. . . » The mein puxpoze of cducetional effovt
is to rike & x.-q::--vc ic¢zologicesl imp;:.ct. cven to the
point of dzliverete saoriiice of time £y tach necdad gg
for mwoie objactively edlveationsl and c;mc-'] puxpos o,
Thus, it ie rob surzrising thoi in tho sir porieds witha
different politico] emplioscr, edveriieon hic booa constantly ralor:
T T s b miantien of Tic
‘heolLye Nl Caony, THo9 Ponal ~TLraTion OF iGL IV
Fa:cztic In Co: Poae Chiar v o Infaze- jonoon Torconllion froundothe
Verld Ns, 24 {Fuagist 1832)  v. G T T
e e e e e e e S
Vels @, Yo, ©. fozict oozl 171N, 0, o
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Despite the fact that educational poaliecy and curriculw fluctunhe,

: -

a firm and d:’-st‘ixzct Yaze, from vhich @)l cducetional ddeas spring

!
elways a;;pcars; i.e., lMuo Wse-tung's basic philosophy, "Now Dero-—
cracy." Grounéing his idees in Morxism-Leninism and dinlectic
materialism, Moo hay insisted on mass cducation led by proletariate,
education for socialist consciousness and productivity and cduce--
tion to secrve the cluss of proletariats, from the very heginning

. 81
even prior to his foral assuming poviev. It is, indced, veory

consisstent.,
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