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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to determine whether the
racial attitudes of black preschool children can be modified using
di fferent treatment methods. The hypotheses were as follows: (1)
Racial attitudes will be modified, using operant learning procedures
and a black consciousness curriculum; (2) A black consciousness
curriculum will result in greater positive change in racial attitudes
than operant learning procedures; (3) There will be no significant
difference in racial attitude change: (a) between boys and girls and
(b) between black preschool children from intact and
non-intact--e.g., father present and father absent--homes; and, (4)
There will be a positive relationship between a preschool child's
racial attitude and his racial preference. Sixty-five lower
socio-economic black preschool children were randomly selected from
three integrated day care centers located in three suburban
communities within the Detroit metropolitan area. Four sets of
materials were used: (1) a revised picture-story procedure; (2) the
picture-story technique; (3) a modification of the clark dolls test;
and, (4) materials developed by the author to provide a preschool
curriculum, from which the children could learn black culture and
history. {Author/JM)
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The purpose of this study is to determine whether the racial atti-

tudes-. of Black preschool children éan be modified using different treatment

| methods, Several researche.rs (Clark and Clark, 1939; Goodman, 1952;

Stevenson, 1958; Asher and Allen, 1969) have demonstrated that Black pre~

school children consistently rejeét thei_r own ethnic identity, There have
been few attempts to sys’tvematically ;nodify the racial attitudes of Black‘
pre..schqol_ children reported in the'_litex:atle;e. |

Lew.in (1947) noted t.hat for a minority member to develop optimally
as a person, and to have healthy relatiénships with out-group membérs; B
the. person first has to achievé a clear sense of in-grqup identification, |
The devglopment of ethnic idéntity in Bléck preséhool children Vbegins witﬁ .
an awareness 6f. in-group members and moves toward an evaluation of out~

groub members around the ége of 2-1/2 (Clark and Clark, 1939; Goodman,

1952).

v

1 This report is based on part of a dissertation submitted to the University
.of Michigan, 1970, The author is thankful for the assistance of Percy
Bates, M, Clemens Johnson, Finley Carpenter, Willlam Cove, Richard
Mann, and to'J, E, Williams for the use of his stimulus materials,
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.Renninger and Williams (19686) studiecl the degree of awareness - | . ,
of white being evaluated as good and black being seen as had arnon'g o *
| Caucasian preschool children. They also attempted to determine if this
.awaieness of color connotations developed prior to, concurrent with, or
subsequent to the development of the child's awareness of racial differ-

ences. The tendency to associate positive words with whites, and nega-

tive words with Blacks, was already present ar.nong'three year old children, .
and the tendency became more evident amon'g;four and five lyear olds, .

| Williams and Roberson (19 67)., extending the. .Renninger study '
developed a test for measuring racial. attitudes of presfchool children.
They used blacko-white stimulus and also twent y evaluative adjectives

(good-bad clean-dirty, etc ) The results indicated that white preschool

.
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| children developed color.evaluations and racial attitudes concurrently,

‘Williams and.Edward's (1969) attempted to study the effect of
black-tvhite concept attitudes in preschool children, while trying to change
their black~white concept attitudes. They found that ‘operant learning pro-
cedures were ef fective in wealfening a chilg' 5 black-—white concept atti~
tude. White children displayed less tendency to cvaluate Black people
negatively. The stucly provided evidence in support of their hyoothcsis
that there is a functional link between black- white concept attitude c.nd -

racial concept attitude,
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Roth (1969) has provided us with a systematic atteinpt to measure
charrges in racial attitudes of white children,.as a result of making Black _

history an'integral part of the curriculum. He found that regardless of the

type of classroom, segregated or integrated, no change in white children's

racial ,a'ttitudes occurred as a result of the integral curriculum,

The present study attempted to partially replicate the work of

Williams and Edwards (1969) and to test the effect of a modified Black

L]

consciousness curri¢ulum on Black preschool children, The hypotﬁeses

were:

C 1) Racial attittlcles will be' rnodifiecl, using operant learn-
1n§ pro_cedurés and a Blaek eerrseiousness curriculum,
2) A Black consciousness curriculum will result in greater
pesitivé' chlange in racial attitudes than. operant learninq
procedures,
. 3) There will be no significant d.ifference in racial attitude
~ change between boys and girls..
- . . 4) There Wlll be no signiftcant difference in racict attitude

. change of Black preschool children from intact (father
present) and non-intact (fathor absent) homes,
5) . Thexe will be a positive relationship betwcen a preschool

. child's racial attitucle and his racial pr ference,




Method

Subjects
Sixty;-five lower socio-economic Black preschool children were
: : \
randomly selected from three integrated day care centers, The centers

were located in three suburban communities within the Detroit metropoli-

tan'area. The subjects ranged in age from 3.5t0 S, 5 years.

Apparatus
Pour sets of .materials were used in this study. The ﬁrst was: the. |
rev'sed picture~story procedure used .in assessing connotative mec.ninc:s
of black and white (Willia'ns and Robcrson, 1967). The second set of
materials was the picture~ story-technique designed by Williams and
Roberson (19 67) to provide a measure of attitude toward dark-skinned
(Black) and light-skinned (Caucasian) persons, as well as a measure of
" sex role behaviors. The third set of materials was developad by Asher and
. Allen (1969) as a modification of the Clark (1939) dolls test, which pro-
vided a8 measure of the child's raoial preierence from stories related to
-evaluative choices between a Black and a Cauca sian doll, The fourth set
of matcrials was developed by the author to provide a preschool curricu--
lum, frorn which the children could learn. Black culture and history through
art.",'-music, poems, folklore, and play acti@;ﬁities'. - |




~Color Meaning Picture Series. . There were a total of 12 pictures,

six tests of different animals (I) and six filler pictures (F), Each 11x

" 14-inch picture card presented drawings of two animals or toys side by

side, identical except for color, The Es showed the S a picture and told ..

a two or three sentence story about the picture, A typ cal T story was
"One of these rabbits is good He helps mother rabbit care for all his
little brothers and sisters.- Which one is the good rabbit?" A typlcal F
) story was "One of these planes carries a 1ot of package" fro'n one Citj to
another. ‘Which one carries the packages 2" |

| ' Pour story questions are given for each o.f' the 12 pictures. The
procedure involved displaying 'the series a total of four times, each time
.in the ‘same order but with different stories and for the test pictures,
‘with different evaluative ad;ectives. Thus S had a total of 24 opportuni-
.ties to respond to the black and white test pictures in indicating positive
or negative evaluation, The positive evaluative adjectives -(PEAs) were

clean, nice good pretty, smart, and kind; the negative evaluc.tive adJec-

tives (NEAS) were dirty, naughty, bad, ugly, stupid, and mear.,

Racial Attitude~Sex~Role }‘J.Ctul‘e Series (RA), This serles was '

designed along the same general lines as the revised color-meaning sorics.
Here, racial‘ attitude test cards and evaluative stories_ occupied eveh-

numbered positions, while the odd-numbered positions contalned sex-role

-
. *
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| items, Each of the twelve 9 x 12-—inch stimulus cards consisted of .two '

full-length drawings of human figures of the sanie age level, The si*<

racial attitude test cards displayed two figures which were identical ex~’
| cept for hair and skin color, one figure (Cc.ucasian) had light yellow haii
“and pinkish-tan skin, while the other figure (Black) had black hair and

- medium-brown skin, The figures, drawn with minimal facial characteris-

tics, were posed in neutral_standihg + walking, or sitting positions on a
plain white beckoround. A typical racial attitude story t'xas, "Here are -

two girls. Everyone says thet one of them is very pretty. Which is the.

' pretty girl? " Bach of the six sex-role pictures conststed of two figures,

one male and one female with the same hair and skin color. A typical

. sex-role story was, "After every meal one of these two people clears thc

. table and wa shes the dirty dishes. Which person washes$ the dishes?"

.The 12 pictures in'the combined racial attitucle-sex-—role procedure
were administered twice in the same order ' with a diff erent story told each
time for a given picture, The adjectives used in the key questions. oi the
ractal attitude test stories were the 'same 12 evaluative adjectives which -
were employed in the test items of the revised color~meaning test

To score the RA test the B added together the number of times the
white figure was chosen by the .S for a positive adject*va (good, clean,
pretty ' smart, nice, kind) and the number of times, the Brown figure was

chosen in response to a negative adjective (bad, meen, ugly, stnpid,

6




'naughty). The S received one point each time he chose the expected re-
sponse and 0 p_oir.t's if he indicated an opposite choice. Fach S could
" receive from zero to twelve points with the higher numbers indicating a .‘

negative attitude towards his ethnic identity.

Rachl Preference Test (RP) Two dolls are used in this test. _

~ The dolls had no hair and were identical in age and all other physical
' features exc:ept si'in coloring. The Black doll had a medium brown skin

"'coloring, while the Caucasian doll had pinkish tan sLin. The dolls were

placed in a prone position and the subject was asked four questions. An
example of the questior. vds, "Which doll is the nice color'? " The dolls

and the questions were rotated for each subject The subject's racial

. preference score was determined by the number of times he chose the white

doll in response to a positive question, and the number of times he chose

- the Black doll in re sponse to a negative question. Each time he chose as

Indicated above he réceived two points; each time he reversed his choice

'he received one point, The subject could receive from four to elght points,

with the higher score representing a negative racial preference, and rejec~

tion.of his ethnic identity,

Black Consclousness Series, + The BC edueational materials

L¢

were designed to help the Ss'l_earn about the positive aspect of their

. blackness, or Black Identity, Games, arts and crafts, end songs related

T




to Blackness were used There were field trios within the'Black-community

tu 1dentify positive Black people, Coloring books with short ston s about
"~ famous Blacks who ma_de a contribution to this country were used to help
.the Ss. get a good appreciation .of their past, The six Black Teacher Aides
(TA) ~were trained to teach their les sons in the same way in fneir small
groups. They taught a total of eighteen one horxr sessions related to the

positive aspects of Blackness,

. Pretest

The oUbjeCLS were gwen the racial attitude (Wilhams and Roberoon,
1967) and the racial pre;erence (\sher and Allen, 1969) tests and randomly .
pIaced in three treatment grouos. The groups were: the Black conscious~
--ness gjroup (BC) N = 23; the positive reinforcement group (PR) N = 22; and
the negative reinforoement group (\IR) N 20, The BC group was randomly
selected from one nursery center, while the PR and NR grouos were randomly
selected from the other centers, to avoid e*cposure to the difierent treat-
.°x‘nent.programs. '

The pre- and post-—te.stingr was done by four Bieck aéhilts (E}. Two
male ahcl two fenrale Es tested approximately the same number of male and
female subjects.. An attempt was made to control experimenter bias by

-

having eaoh E posLlest only half of the subject< he pretested with the rest

%
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of his testing sample comin'g'y from the other groups. Each E spent two

sesslons observing and playing with the children.

- Experimental Groups

Black consciousness groun., The BC 'croup was.devided into -groups

of four, for instruction by six trained Black teacher aioies (TA)., Each TA

taught the same lesson in the same way. The three one-hour per week

sessions opzned with a poem, moved to a story about a famous Black per-

son, and usually closed with a song or clance related to some positive

- pect of Black hfe.

The positive reinforcement group. The subject was taken to a

‘ privatc room and seated across the table from a trained behavior modifica~-

tion aide (BMA). He was told that he would be shown some pictures and

"

hear a story about each one. The subject was asked to guess the ending

of the story, For eachcorrect response the subject received three M & Ms

(candies,)

" The subject was shown a series of twelve pictures four timcs, and

stories with cvaluative meanings were read to him, He was as! ed to choose

which figure the story was about, The subject received M & Ms each

time he chose the Black animal figule in response to a po.,itively ending

in a story and when he chose the white animal figure in rospon.,e to a

story whic,n hacl a negas tivo cnding. The odd-—numbered pictures were

9
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fillers (F) in which the subject was told a nonevaluative story. The sub-

ject received reimorcement on alternate filler stories regardless of his
" 'choice . At the end of the game, the subject received a handful of pen-

. nies and told that the BMA would return in 'tw‘o'weeks to see how much he

learned,

s Approximately two weeks later the subject was again seen by the -

BMA and the procedure was repeated The flI'St twelve responses were not

_',reinforced however, the rcst followed the prevlous pattern. At the end of .

- the’ game, the subject was again sworn to secrecy and was told that a

different person would return and play a different game with him. .

o Negative reiniorcement gouo. The NR grouo was hanoled the

opposite of the PR group. The subject was given 30 pennios to hold and

| 'told tnat he would have to forfeit two of the pennies each_ time he made a

wrong resoonse. The subject:gave “p~t"’°' oennies‘each tim‘: :ﬁ'he‘..,chose a

| -white fimlre on the RA stones in response to & positive Vending“_';a‘ndl"-th‘e;
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tests, The Es gave each subject a bag of candy (M-& Ms) 'after-the test,

L e,
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' mean RA score for the BC group (7 48), the positive reinforcement group
" (7 45) " and the negative reinforcement group (8 50) indicated that there
| wweie no signiﬂcant differences between th° groups. There were no 51gnifi-

; cant differences found on the pretest racial preference mean’ scores for the .

T T AT T P T RS A e

,BC group (6 52), the PR grouo (6 68), and the NR gro\.p (6 25)

‘BEight we’eks after the project begarr . 'the subjects in-all three

treatment 'groups were given the racial attitude and the racial preference"

o Results |

¢ The pre and posttest racial attitude and racial preference mean

scores for the three treatment groups are found in Table 1. The prete st

| :Hypothesis 1 Table 2 presents tho final and adjusted RA and RP means, -

‘and the separate cow,riance analysis of racial attitude and rocial prefer- b
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_ scores for tn° male <,nd fe'nale subJects are found m Table

(£=0.26;df 2, 61; ¢ 0.26) indicated that there was no significant dif-

ference between the three treatment groups in racial preference change,

-----t.--..-t.-.--————--t-.--—---.----—--—.-——--—-n---’———-—---—————ﬂ—n
.

. .Hypothe_sis , 2

Table 3 presents the mean. comp risons of the- change

scores of the three treatment groups usrng the Newman keuls method
(Weiner, 1062 ) The results did not suopou the hypothesis indicatmg

that the negative reinforcement group made significantly greater pos1t1ve

racial attitude change than either tne BC group (P 01) or the PR group

(P 01) There was no significant difrerence ‘between the BC and the PR

groups in racial attitude chc.nge.

........
Lad o X YN, .."-—----—-——-ﬂ-—--..-----.l—..—.---—..-.-.-—--—----t---t-t..——“-

--.1-—“.‘-‘“--—'

The pre- and posttest ra01a1 attitude and recial preference mean

~

There wa s
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'was no signiiicant dlfference between *he pretest-.RA mean-‘scores joi tne |
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. between the pretest RP mean scores of the male Ss (6.78) and the female

.85 (6.11). The female Ss mean scores were slightly lower on both tests,
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| Insert 'i‘able 4 about"here |

| _ﬂypothesis' 3. The RA and RPfina'l and adjusted rneans ‘ and'the. s‘eoarate, N

| ;.covaria*zce analysis for the male and female subjects of the total sample

: are presented in Table 5. The results of the RA scores. (P = 01 df 1 62

01) and the results of the RP scores (F = 2 50 df 1 62 P = 2 SO)

. both suopor“ed the hypothe sis that there were no significant differences

inRA and RP change between the two groups. B =

. .
\.r

-‘ scores for the intact and non—imact groups are found in Table 6 There

rintact (7 31) and non«intact (8 50).‘ 'groups.l':" .The:‘-RR;score’s-’for.,the ntact

The pre-— and posttest racial attrtude and racial prererence mean“f‘],; S

0 KT A B W TR L k4 L W v A R
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: ’preference test scores. SN

Hypothesis 4. ' Table 7 presents the final and adjusted RA and RP means,

and. the separate covariance .analysis of racial attitude and racial prefer-

%

" ence scores for the intact and non-intact gfroups of the total sample. The |
: results of the RA score (£ = 0,11, df 1, 63, P+ 0.11) and the results of

the RP scores (F =1,38, c’.f 1, 63 pP= 1 38) both supported the hjpothesis

that there were no significant differences between the two groups. |

N .
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.}Lypothesis' 5. Table 8 represents a summary of interconelations be- :

tween the child's age . pre- and oosttest racial attnade . racial oreference
' and sex role scores. _ The datu suooorts tho hypothesis that there is a high

_.posttive correlation between ore— and posttest racial attxtudes and racial

-~

+ - InsertTable 8:about here"
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: tudes of Black lower class, preschool children can be positively changed

' -The results also indicate that negative reinforcement for this- group of

-'imate child rearing patterns within the lower class subculture as a. possi-

“bler explanation for this result,

| females for the total sample. Nor was there a difference in RA and RP
' change of intact and non-intact groups for the total sample. Both findings -

: appear to be con..rary to what we could expect to find o

: ‘_'between the sub;ect's racial attitude and rc.cial preierence, a change in
‘, 'lracial attitudes did not mean a change in the suojeot's racial preference. .
_'"The treatment had very li tle effect upon rar'ial pr -erence chang . Rc.cial : -‘
| '_attitude and rac1<.l preference appear to be difierent aSpects of the same | 'f

o .dimension of etnnic identlty. . .,
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oy

- 15 .".

L

‘Discussion

The results of this study support the hypothesis that racial atti-

youngsters made significantly positive change in racial attitudes. The

results were somewhat similar to those found by Williams and Edwards

(1969 ) The data suggests that negative reinfbrcement may closely approx—-

‘There were no differences in the chango in RA between males and

The study also found that while there was a close relationship

*

rds"(lg 69) indicated tnat 7the'higher nA scores"

Williams and Ecmn
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score (3 - 6) for the Black Ss means that they made a significant selection
of the Black figure for positive responses and tho white figure for negative
responses, therefore accepting one's own ethnic, identity.,

".l‘able 9 presents; (1) a comparison oi'the total pretest mean RA

score (7.55), with the age equivalent portion of Williams (1969) white

sample mean RA score (10.26); (2) this samp’le's pretest mean RA score
N 1s compared with H. McAdoo (1970) combined northern and southem Blac)'
~ sample mean score (8,71),

The Ss in this study were sicnificantly more accepting of Blac

- ethnic identity tnan the Williams sample (_ 6 28 df 2, 137; p < 00 1)

The total sample was found to be significantly more positive towards. |
their-own.ethnic identity than the H. N’cAdoo (1970) combined sample

L= 2.32, df 2, 137' < 05) In that study, no RA differences had been

found between the two geographic groups. _ :
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.20 Table 1

Means and Standard Deviations of Pre and Post Racial Attitude and-
‘Racial Preference Scores for the Three Treatment Groups.

. Race  BC om0 MRL
" Attitude Pre  Post .Pre - Post Pre Post
N 23 .2 20 .
M . 7.48 8.48 745" .7.77  8.50 . 6.30 -
'SD - 2.78  3.00 2.77 2.74 . 2.95 3,03

Proference  Pre  Post  Pre  Post  Pre  Rost .

M T 652 6,39 6.68 . 6.77 - 6.25 6.0
sb. 1.3 144125145133 l77 R




)
*
¢

pirvenam e

Te *

ERI

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

" | ... - fable 2 | . ‘
Final and Adjusted Means of Three Treatment Grouﬁs‘v'.aind‘f"Analysis_ of
~ Covarlance of Racial Attitude and Racial Preference Scores o

Adj.

- Figal N
Mean

. "Measure Group Mean’

Source

Ra;c.ial. '_ ' o o R
Attitude BC 8.83  8.64
S PR 7.77  7.95

. R . S ,

Between
- Groups

‘Within©
Groups . 61
Total 63

3

_ Ractal .
Preference BC  6.39 6,38

- S, A . .

A 3

R 67 e

_ Groups =

‘Within
-Groups -

Total
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' i"able 5 |

Pinal and Adjusted Means Analysis of Covanance of Racial Attltucle and

Racial Preference for Male and Pemale Subjec;s of the Total Sample

Measure ' Group

Pirial
Mean

Mean

Adj.

Source _c_lg

. iMem
Square .~ F. p

“Racfal” - .
Attitude = Male

‘ Femele

7_'63" |

7.54

7.61

Between

Groups -~ 1

Within ,

Groups | 62

e

R

e

i Total 53 "

J"-Ra(':.ialf_',':‘f e
-; Preference . Male

.~ “Female

6.8l

| Between- . T
| Groups 1
~£*¥f\vnhin LT
: Grouos §_2_

687250 NS

2.8




Table 6

Racial Attitude and Racial Preference Means and Standard Deviations
- for Intact and Nonintact Subjects of the Total Sample

4

. Race I - ' . - Nonintact . |
i Attitude : .

.
8D

- Race S '-Intact o o Nonintact .
Preference | ,v_,,P‘re' Post e '_P.r,ve}' E Post o

so e 119131
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Racial Attitude and ‘Ractal Preferénc‘e_ Final and Adjusted Means and.
nce for the Intact and Noni

- Analysis of Covaria
S .. -of the Total Sample
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"+ Table 7

-

ntact Subjects

.Measure

: Grcixp :

Final = Adj.
M'ea-_n "Mean

“Source

df

 Mean,_

‘Racial

CAttitude

*

Intact

7.44

e

7.66

[Nenfitact 7,77 7,43 " Grolps 63

Bewteen
CGroups 1
‘Within

Total

Square V_E_"_ .

7.62 -

“

NS .

Raclal .
- Preference

TIntact 6,28,

Nonintact 6.88

6.36
- | within
677

S | Totat

. Groups -  1

. Groups

otween .
2!50,  f

64

NS
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Intercorrelations of Total Sa"mple.v‘ (N = G.S)E-vfo:r.n-Se‘yen. Variables

e, A 2 .203

‘Post, RA | 3] ,370%*

Pre, R 4| .389%%.
Post, RP 5| .d4ls%x

"Pre, SR 6| .412%%

.628%% L 45gFA

.t

L4BY%x  563%% 572ex

Post, SR . 7| .443%%

2404 .314%% L296% 3623+

st

L % pi05(.233)
. ¥*.p 2.0l (.302)
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'Table é

Companson of the . I\;eans and Standard Deviation of Total I
with Williams' Combined Groups I & II, the H. McAdoo s

- Nothern and Southern Sample

-

. Group.

Mean

. . - Standard -
~ Deviation-

Total T

0. Me):

Com’bined Gp. I
& II (Wms)

10.26

7,55

3.09

"™

'1;905”

85

700

'..rToiél' I
0. Mo) -

“Nothern-and
“Southern Sample

7.55_:

3.0

,ﬂz;esfu‘f'

© e

%pe.05
# p < 001




