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ABSTRACT
Designed as a pre-requisite for other quinmester

courses in the politcal studies cluster, this course of study for
grades seven through nine, aims at providing the student with basic
knowledge about Democracy, and an understanding of the rights and
responsibilities of each citizen to make a Democracy work. Course
goals are for the student to: 1) develop generalizations about the
reasons for government; 2) analyze the Democratic principles and
American heritage on which this government is based; 3) identify the
civil and human rights accorded each citizen of the United States; 4)
illustrate how constitutional rights imply responsibilities
commensurate with those rights; 5) assess how our government has
carried out its constitutional charges; 6) analyze the roles of the
three branches of government; 7) specify the methods by which the
constitution is kept a living document; 8) differentiate among the
methods by which individuals can influence the government; 9)
evaluate the importance of the individual's exercise of his right to
vote in America; 10) identify problems facing our national government
today. The guide is divided into a broad goals section; a content
outline; objectives and iearning activities; and a materials section.
Three appendices contain additional activities. (Related documents
are: SO 002 708 through SO 002 718, and SO 002 768 through SO 002
792.) (Author/sSJM)
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~ Appendix I

. Activity 1

Teacher's Guide

PROCEDURE

1.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Before the class begins, mark off time on the length of
brown paper in intervals of 100 years, as shown below, from
the year 1200 to the year 2000, Smaller marks may be added
for 50-year intervals.

I I T A N
1200 1300 1400 1500 1600 1700 1800 1900 2000

Hang the length of -paper horizontally acr.oss the classroom
"lllo

Discuss the time line as a graphic representation of chronoloe
gical evzats, Explain how this time line will be a vehicle to
shov the development of the idea of democracy throuzh the 1last
800 years., .

Distribute one copy of ACTIVITIY 1, student's package, to each
student (Appendix), Read the title and explain that events
important to the development of the idea of democracy are
stated., Each event is followed by two questions -pertaining to
the event., The blank space at the left columa is for the date
of the event, Please note that the stated items contain the
main concepts and that the questions serve only to lead the
students tc reference books,

There are sixteen numbered events, Divide the class into : .
groups of two or three students, and assign one event to each
group for library research,

Read and discuss the directions st the top of student's

page 1., Croups who finish their library assignments early
should take any unassigned events so that all dates are cowvered.
During the next library period, have each group search library
reference books for inforwation about this event and f111 4n
the answers in the appropriate blanks,

After the groups have finished their research, have cach group
of students make an oral presentation 5% the assigned event,

This presen:ation-should consist of reading aloud to the class
the date of the event, the event, and the answvers to the quess
tions pertaining to it., As this is done, each student should’

47




£111 in the blanks for each event on his own copy.

After the speaker has completed the reading of an event,
have his partner first mark the date on the time line 1n
pencil and then print a brief caption for it. (Example:
1215, Signing of the Magna Carta) Check the entry, and then
have the student go over it with magic marker or crayon,

following are suggested responses to the research assignment.

(i) 1215; the king; the people

(2) 1620; Jamestown, Virginia; the people

(3) 1620; the Mayflower Compact; traveler .

(%) 1636* written paper, Middle English from Old Prench
from Latin; Lord Baltimore

(5) 1688; killed; parler, to talk

(6) 1690; England; William III and Mary II

€7) 1732; Georgia: George II, King of England

(8) 1762; Social Contract; France

(9) 1776; Thomas Jefferson; Fourth of July

(10) 1787; thirteen; Preamble

(11) 1791; Bi{11 of Rights; religion, speech, press

(12) 1865; Amendment XIII; Civil War

(13) 1914; Germany; Woodrow Wilson

(14) 1920; Amendment XIX; the right to vote

(15) 1939; Poland; Japan and Italy

(16) 1941; Hawaii; about 2,400 miles

MATERIALS

One copy of ACTIVITY 1, student's package, for each student

A length of brown wrapping paper, approximately 8 feet long

Magic marker or crayon to mark off the time line




ACTIVITY 1

( "~ THE IDEA OF DEMOCRACY

Read the event in the box that has be~n assigned to you.
Use reference books in the library to find te answers to the
questions and the date of the event. Then (i1l in the blanks.

“.

DATE

(2)

(3)

(1)

In what colony was this legislature? ——

EVENTS

The idea of democracy was strengthened by the
Magna Carta., It was a document that said Englishmen
had rights which should be respected and that they
should have a voice in their own government.

Who held all the power before then?

Which group of people benefited
from the Magna Carta? ————

Democracy was strengthened in the early American
colonies when the House of Burcesses was established.

This group was a legislature which passed laws and
managed local affairs.

Who chose the members of it?

e — ﬁ

Democracy was strengthened when people called |
Pilgrims settled in Plymouth. Massachusetts. They

wrote a document stating they would make their own
laws and live by then.
What waé the document called?

What does the word Pilgrim mean? | c—




. ACTIVITY 1

DATE

EVENTS

(%)

When ltaryland was founded as the third colony,
its charter strengthened the idea of democracy. It
said no one could be punished for his religious
beliefs., Freedom of religion spread and was adooted
by other colonies,

What does charter mean anAd
what language does it come from?

Por whom was the capital of
Maryland ‘named?

(5)

The idea of democracy was strengthened when
a king and the parliament in England dicagreed
violently about religion and the constitution, This
disagreement was called the Glorious 3evolution, and
the parliament won,

What happened to the king?

What is the French word and its
meaning from which the word parliament .
comes?

(6)

John Locke wrote a book called Of Civil
Governrment., It strengthened the cause of democracy
because it sald people were entitled to life,
liberty, and property of their own,

Where did Locke live?

Who ruled his country when he
wrote the book?

(7)

Democracy was strengthened when General _
Oglethorpe tried to make a model rovernment for
settlers in the American colonies. The rules vere
strict, but there was freedom of religion,

In what coiony did Oglethorpe settle?

- Who gave him the power to form the

government he wtanted?

50
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ACTIVITY 1

DATZE

SV2NTS

(8)

A book written by Jean Jacques Rousseau
strengthened the cause of democracy. It said thnt
people should vote for a government of their cholce
and for laws they desired.

Yhat was the title of Rousseau's book?

In what country did the author live?

(9)

-Democracy was strengthened when the Declaration
of Independence was written., It stated that all men
have equal righis and that government should protect
people, not master thenm, ,

Who trrote most of the Declaration of
Independence?

What national holiday marks the
month and day 1t was signed?

(10)

Democracy wras strengthened at the Philadelphia
convention., It was there that a new constitution
was written and approved by the representatives of
the people,

How many states were in the Union
at that time?

What part of the Constitution says
that the government gets its power
from the people?

(11)

Democracy was strengthened then the first ten
amendments were written to the Coustitution.

What name was given to this group
of amendments?

What three freedoms does the First
Amendment give to the people?
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ACTIVITY 1.

DAT= EVENTIS

(12) Slavery threatened democracy because it did not
allow everyone to have a.voice in his government.
The War Between the States helped defeat slavery.
Which amendment to the Constitution
ended slavery? '
‘What 1s another name for the
War Betiwreen the States?

(13) Democracy was threatened during ~‘orld ‘ar I.
The President of the United States told Congress

. that the U.S. must help make the world "safe for
 ——— demooracy."

What country upset world peace
by invading France?
Who was the U.S. President then?

(14) American democracy was strengthened when wrozen
were given the right to vote.
Which amendnment to the Constitution
ellowed this?
Wwhat does gufirage mean?

(15) Democracy was threatened when Hitler led the

. GCerman Army in attacks on many European countries
during World Jar II.
Which country did he attack first?
tThich countries were on Hitler's side?

(16) America's democracy 'as threatened when Japan
attacked the nited 3tates base 2t Pearl Harbor in
World War II.
Yhere is Pearl Harbor?
How far from the U.S. mainland is 1t? :

L
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Appenaix II.

r . Activity 2: PLACE THE POWER

Teacher's Guide

This activity 1is a large-group game based on the powers of the bran-
ches of the Pedergl government as described in the Constitution.,

MATERIALS

One copy of the United s}atea Constitution per student (availabile
in civics books) .

One copy of ACTIVITY 2, student's page, cut up and used as the
pover cards for the game and & container to hold the cards

A bulletin board with the headings: Executive, Legislative,
Judicial

PROCEDURE

Have each student skim the following parts of the Constitution:
Article One, Sections 8 and 9; Article Two, Sections 2 and 3;
Article Three, Section 2, .

l. Tell the students that they are going to play a game, "Place
the Power,"

2, Divide the class into teams of five or six.

3. Appoint A recorder to keep the score on the chalkboard and a
referee to check the Constitution if a dispute arises., -

4, Have the first member of the first team draw a power card
from the container. He must then identify the branch of the
Federal government to which that power belongs,

5. Any member of any other team has the right to challenge once
per game after raising his hand and being recognized, The
challenger must then restate the power and the branch he
thinks it belongs to. The teacher can have final say unless
& team requests the referee to find the exact wording in the
Constitution, . '

6., Give one point for each correct answer, whether given by the ‘
~ initial speaker or challenger, Subtract one pecint for each
incorrect answver, o




7. After a power has been correctly identified, its card should
be placed under the appropriate heading on the bulletin
board,

8. Continue the same procedure with the other students until all
the powers have been classified and put on the bulletin
board, :

TEST SUGGESTIONS

Intent 1

The following are powers given the Federal government by the
Constitution: to make laws, to veto bills, to decide if the -
laws agree with the Constitution, Which of the following
statements is true about these three powers?

&, All of the powers belong to the legislative branch,

b. All of the powers belong to the executive branch,

c. All of the powers belong to the judicial branch,

*d, Each of the powers belongs to a different branch,
Intent 2

Imagine you have made a bulletin board display showing the
separation of Federal powers, Which of the following state~
ments is true about your display? -

*a-,
b.
Coe
d.

It shows three main groups of powers,
Each branch has the same number of powers.
The executive is the most powerful branch.
The legislative is the weakest branch.




ACTIVITY 2 -

STUDENT PAGE

To_maké

constitutional

To approve To approve
treaties | aws presidential
appointments
To amend To impeach
the tne To collect
Constitution | President taxes i}
To regulate To coin To build -
commerce money post offices g
: <
To declare To provide To give
war - a patents
navy ,
To govern To borrow To provide
the District money for for
of Columbia the U.S. defense
To appoint To make
Supreme Court | suggestions 'T?ax§t°
judges for new laws
‘To grant To propose | To command |&
pardons treaties the army |=
To appoint To call To receive
ambassadors . Congress | ampassadors
into session .
To declare To tfy To settle |g

tween states




‘Appendix III

Activity 3: DOT DASH

Teacher's Guide

PROCEDURE _

1.

Tell the students they are going to play a game called
"The Dot Dash." .

Divide the class into two teams,

Place the acetate made from teacher's page 2 on the over=
head projector. VWrife the name of one team at the top of

each of the two configurations.
Explain how the game igs played:

The teacher reads the first question from the
Teacher's Guide, The first student to raise
his hand and be recognized by the teacher may
reply. A correct answer entitles the respond-
er's team to connect the next two dots on their
team's configuration, If a reply is incorrect,
the teacher asks the question again and calls
on the first student who raises his hand. A
Player may reply only one time during the game,
and so he should be fairly sure he knows the
correct answer when he raises his hand.

The team that is ahead when the questions are
done is the winner of the dot dash and may have
a8 member come forward to complete the picture.
Then he or another volunteer can guess what it
represents., (outline of the United States)

Distribute one copy of student's page 3 to each student,
Have them outline the map of the United States by connecting
the dots., :




1.

3.
4.

5.
7.

8.
9.

10,

11.
12,
13.
14,
15.
16.
17.
}8.

19.

20,

Activity 3
Questions for "The Dot Dagh"

Teacher's Guidg

What did Thomas Jefferson believe to be an important purpose of
government? ' A :
(care of human life and happiness)
What are two services that a Civil Defense worker may be called
upon to give in case of an emergency? :
(police, medical, fire)
What is a possible protection from nuclear fallout?
(fallout shelters) :
How many families will be affected by the Miami Urban Renewal
project?
(6,500 families)
If a town or city sets aside $1,000,000 for urban renewal, how much
would the Federal government give it to use?
($2,000,000)
In how many years does the Miami Urban Renewal project expect to
finish re~building the central digtrict?
(difference between 1974 and present year)
How does social security help a worker who has been disabled and is
unable to go to work?
(provides some income)
How many years from now will you be eligible for Medicare?
(difference between 65 and present age)
What are two words which have the same first two syllables as the
word Medicare? ' .
(medical, medicine, medically, medication)
What are two examples of natural disasters?
(fire, flood, earthquake, hurricane)
What 1is the reason for Civil Defenge using its warning system on
Saturdays? '
(testing)
In the term urban renewal, what does vrban mean?
. . (relating to a city) _
What does urban renewal include besides new houses?
(stores, parks, industrial buildings, schools)
What does a person in the social.security program have as identifi-

- cation?

(social security card)
In the term social security what does security mean?

(freedom from worry, fear, or doubt)
Who shares the cost of social security with each worker?

(Federal government) :
What do we call neighborhoods that are unfit for safe living?

(slums)
Would & nuclear attack be considered a natural disaster or & man-
made disaster?

. (nan-made)

What means does Civil Defense have to warn people in case of enemy
attack? :

(siren) ) : :
Jefferson was a farm owner in Colonial Virginia. What other occu-
pations did he have that affected the growth of the United States?
(statesman, author) _ ' :

S7




TEACHER'S PAGE

] | Activity 3
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. 1964.

ACTIVITY 3

GOVERNMENT'S PURPOSE

of the United States.

: One of the graeat statesmen in our country'!s history
was a Virginian named Thomas Jefferson,
of the Declaration of Independence and the third President

Jefferson once wrote, "The carc of

3 i
lHle was the author

human 1ife and happiness is the first...object of good government,"
The Federal government has special programs to help reach this geal,
We may participate in some of them now or later as the need ariscs,

CIVIL DEFENSE

A nation. must be redady tc act
in case of fire, flood, earth-
quake, hurricane, or war. The
Civil Defense program was formed
to do this.,

The disaster that strikes may
be a natural one, like the earth-
quake that hit Alaska in March
It brought huge ocean
waves to theé west coast of the
United States and left 114 dead.
There may also be man-made
disasters such as enemy attack
or war, If this should ever
come, Civil Defense would work
with state and local governments
to protect the community,

At present, the O0ffice of
Civil Defense provides fallout
shelters and trains people to
act when it becomes necessary.
They are mainly volunteers who '
would help with medical, police,
and other services, The Civil
Defense sirens are sounded on
every other Saturday aftexrnoon

" to test the warning-system,

URBAN RENEWAL

When neighborhoods in a city
grow ugly and unfit for safe and
sanitary living they are called
slums. They need to be improved,
or renewed. The Federal govern-
ment has a program to provide
money to cities or counties that
want to rebuild, It gives $2 for
every $1 that a local government

spends.

In Dade County, avout 55

.million dollars will be spent

by local and Federal government

" together for urban renewal,

The Central Miami project will
be completed in 1974. New homes,
stores, industrial buildings,
schools, and parks are planned.
This project will give 6,500
families a pleasant, attractive
neighbtorhood in which to live
and work, Many of us can watch
it grow,

SOCIAL SECURITY AND MEDICARE

Nine out of ten working people
in our nation today have sociul
security. As soon as a person
;0es to vork, he is usually able
to join this program,

When a worker does this, he
and his emplcyer pay money into
a special fund., If the worker
retires, dies, or is disabled,
he is paid each month from the
fund to replace the lost earn-
ings. His social security card,
with its identification number,
gives him -some freedom from
money worries.

_Uhder Social Security, workers
over 65 or tneir dependents get

help in paying hospital bills,
There is‘'another program to help
these older people pay doctors!
bills and other medical expenses.
It is called Medicare. Those

who -wish to sign up for it make
monthly payments that are matched

by the Federal government,
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ACTIVITY 3

CIVIL DEFENSE '

Compound the verb phrases.

l. Civil Defense plan; ahead.

2, Civil Defense organizes for any disasters.

3. Civil Defense plans ahead and organizes for any disasters

Compound the adjectives.

l. We must be prepared for natural disasters.

2, We must be prepared for man-made disasters,

3. We must be prepared for natural and man-made disasters,

Compound the noun phrases,

1. Enemy attacks are man--made disasters,

2. Wars are man-made disasters., _
3. Enemy attacks and wars areé man-made disasters.

URBAN RENEWAL

Compound the verb phrases,
l. VUrban renewal rebuilds slums,
2, Urban renewal improves neighborhoods.

3.

Compound the adjectives, :
1. The neighborhoods become pleasant to live in.
2. The neighborhoods become safe to live 'in.

3.

Compound the noun phrases,
l. New stores are also part of the urban renewal plan,
2. Parks are also part of the urban renewal plen,

3.

;
1
f
\
i
§
i
]
T
!
1§
'
?
;

SOCIAL SECURITY 'AND MEDICARE

Compound the verb phrases, _
1. Social Security provides an income.
2. Social Security helps families get along.

3.

Compound the adjectives,
1. Social Security helps retired workers,
2. Social Security helps disabled workers.

3.

Compound the noun phrases,

l, Weorkers can get assistance. .
2. Their dcpendents con get assistance.

3.

%&
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