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COURSE TITLE: ACCELERATION

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Isn advanced laboratory, using
multimadal materials from junior high to college, de-
signed to improve reading speed and comprehension,
visual and auditory efficiency, and study skills. Each
student begins at a test determined level and progresses
as skill and efficiency increases. The basic pur-
pose is to provide studentq with an opportunity bo prac-
tice these reading skills which will be most helpful to
them in reading the quantities of materials required in
many content courses.

I. Performance objectives

A. The student will demonstrate imoDoved rate and
hension skills.

B. The student will apply a reading rate formula tO materials
read In order to assess individual rate of reading and
level of comprehension.

C. The student will demonstrate the Ability to adjust read-
ing rate to various types of reading materials (fiction,
technical, etc).

The s-turdent will demonstrate skill in reading in the
content area.

E. The student will construct helpful rules to follow wh-
reading content materials.

F. The student will develop effective note taking tech-
niques through a series of reading, viewing, and listen-
ing activities.

G. The student will construcrL. helpful rules to follow for
study habit :improvement.

H. The student will apply an effective method of study
(SOR, PQRST, etc.) with a given assignment.

I. The student will successfully utilize sk1mming and scan-
ning reading techniques.

J. The student should effectively use library resources.



II . Rationale

In the past, the problem reader has received the greater
attention in high sdhool reading program development. Stu-
dents functioning adequately or better In course re
content have been ignored. This course has been developed
to provide reading enrichment and challenge for the well-
motivated, successful achiever who wants to improve or en-
hance his reading skills.

Accelerated instruction should proceed from the system-
atic asse5;sment of_reading skills development of eadh stu-
dent. The SCOpe of the progragu will be broad enough to en-
compass the needs of the group but specific enough to be
adapted to the needs of the individual.

The course content was not designed to give an appear-
ance of a hierarchy of subject areas. Listed In the course
content are various skill areas In which the student may
wish to gain competency. However, the sUbject headings
under these areas are listed according to levels of diffi-
culty. Therefore, the Instructor of the accelerated read--
ing program should keep in mind that the coUrse content is
extensive and each student in the class may not require
certain subject areas within the program.

III. Course conten

A. Developing speed and cOmprehension

1. Identification and correction of factors that
e reading speed and comprehension.

Limited vocabularya.

b. Difficulty with one ormare of the skills of
comprehension (spatting the main idea, details,
etc.)

Sub-vocalization

d. Ineffective eye movements

2. Assessment of and reading

Flexibility in reading

B. Reading skills for the content areas

1. social studies

7
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2. Math

Science

4. Literature

C. Study skills

1. Improvement of study habits

2. Effective methods of classroom note takir

Investigation of study methods

4. Skimming and scanning techniques

5. Use of the library

TV. Teaching strategies

A. The student will demonstrate improved rate re-
hension skills.

1. The teacher assesses students' skill needs through
the use of one of the reading diagnostic tests listed
in teacher resources.

2. The teacher should hold conferences with each stu-
dent. Teacher-pupil conferences should center on
results of student's reading diagnostic test and
helping students became aware of areas in reading
needing improvement.

The teacher writes several sentences, consisting of
unknawm words, on the board. Students determane
the weaning of these words through the use of the
:Following context clues.

definition of word given in material

oomparison or contrast
familiar expression
summary and reflection of a situation or mood

4. Presented a list of common prefixes and suffixes
and a list of their meanings, the student could be
a6ked to match the two rows.



5. The teacher leads class discussions in helping stu-
dents determine methods to use In day to day vocabu-
lary building (ex. record unfamiliar words found in
reading on index cards- Record pronunciation and
meaning of words on index cards and file for re-
view).

Present ten ni vocabulary words to students each
week for study. The teacher may select words fram
student's content course materials, pleasure read-
ing matel-ials, newspaper articles, etc. words
should remain in context when presented.

7. Present students with a list of ten unknown words
for vocabulary study. students could be asked to

look up meaning and Pronunciation of words
make up sentences using the newwonds
match words wlth their correct meaning.

The teacher asks students to underline the "toPic
sentence" in several paragraphs.

9. Present students with reading selection. Students
are asked to preview each paragraph to find the
central thought.

10. The teadher asks students to determine the author's
purpose after reading several short passages.
AnswerS should be discussed in class.

11. Present a number of possible conclusions to students
to determine if they are all valid fram the reading
information given.

12. Present students with several written statements.
The student determines if they-are facts or opinions.

13. Present reading selections to Students using the
controlled reader. Afterwards, classrom discussion
on reading selection should evolve. Some suggested
points for discussion:

central theme or main idea
sequential development of storY

14. 'TO demonstrate sub-vocalization, teacher could
the student to place fingers on throat to feel
vibration as they read.

-4 -
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15. Through the use of two lights and two levers the
teacher could demonstrate how reading is slowed
down when we mfl9t "say the word in oirr minds."
The student is asked to press one lever when a red
light flashes, a different lever when a green light
flashes. The student sits at a table with his
right hand on the lever for red and the left hand
on the one for green. 'Me student should realize
how much slower his response is when he must first
interPret the color of the lIght flashed then saY
in his mind, "Press the lever for red or press the
lever for green." (selfmade machine)

16. To demonstrate eye movement, the teacher could pair
students and have them sit in front of each other.
One student acts as "the reader" and the other as
"the observer." "The observer" peers into "the
reader's" eyes as they move across the page of print.
"The observer" should record where "the reader's"
eyes focus on each line of print being read.

The student wIll aPply a reading rate formula to materials
to ascess individual rate of reading and level of com-
prehension. An example of a reading rate formula is given.

Number of wds in
r of seconds to read X 60 X per cent of

comprehension = Wds read
per minute

The student will demonstrate the ability to adjust read-
ing rate to various types of reading rcaterials (fiction,
technical, etc.)

1. Teacher asks students to read a fictional selection
and a technical selection. COMparison of compre-
hension and time required for reading should be noted
and discussed. Students should realize that reading
rate adjustments must be made for various types of
reading material.

2. A series of digits is- flashed on the screen with
the aid of the tachistoscope. The student records
the number he sees flashed on the screen at s-
varying fram one tenth to one hundredths of a second.

When digit identification is mastered, teacher should
advance students to word identification activm
WOrds are flashed on the screen and the student _Le-
cords the word which has been seen.



4. Phrase identification is loresented when word activ-
ity is mastered. Phrases are flashed on the screen
and student recalls what has been seen.

5. If tachistoscope is not available In school a "
card technique" can be used with the three exercises
described above. Tag board 5" x 3" is used to make
number and word boOklet. One word is printed on the
center of eadh card. Eadh booklet can consist of
ten cards stapled together. A plain tag board card
is kept separate frulit the booklet. This card is
used to covel- the words. The separate card is lifted
quickly and replaced over the word. The student doP5
not say the exposed word, he only glances at it
quickly. He then attempts to reproduce the word.
The student removes the card a second time to check
answer. He continues on -to the next card.

6. To increase reading speed and comprehension, teacher
presents students with several reading passages to
read, over a period of time, with the aid of the
controlled reader. Reading selections can be dis-
cussed for maim ideas, remembering facts, etc.

7. Present several selections to students using the
pacer (reading Instrument), the student tries to In-
crease his reading rate. Questions on the selections
should be asked to evaluate comprehension.

Present students with several reading selections to
read, over an extended period of time mad without
the use of a machine. The student.tries to Increase
his reading speed with eadh reading. The student
should apply a speed reading formula to obtain
number of words read per minute with each selection.
Questions or discussion should follow reading to
assess comprehension.

9. Reading materials ranging from fictional to tech-
nical can be presented to students to ascertain
the foll

. If there were a difference in readinq rate..

b. If there were a difference In reading rate, why?

If no, was there a difference
hension.



11. Teacher designated phrases should be located
dents after single word activity-has been ac
with speed and ease.

12. Present students with specific questions to find
answers for in readjnq material.

stu-
lished

13. Present such materials as the newspaper, magazine,
course text, etc.,to the student who applies skirri
ming techniques to find the main Idea.

14. Using the above reading materials teacher could ask
students to find supporting ideas of the main theme.

D. The student will demonstrate skill in reading ±n the
content area.

1. Teacher presents a social science passage to stu-
dents. Students decide the best method of note
taking.

Present students with reference books (World Almanac
Atlas, etc.) to determine, through their perusal,
the type of information given.

Present students with terms and abbreviations com-
monly used In the study of the social sciences.
Students are asked to define these terms and ab-
breviations.

4. Teacher uses social studies text to direct students
in determining if there are built-in study aids
(chapter study questions, maps, etc.) If included,
discuss what help they offer.

Teacher directs students in developing a glossary
for math in which they define terms and s ls
commonly used in the study of mathematics.

6. Present students with word imroblems. Students are
asked to identify the maithenatical concept involved.

7. The teacher presents students with word problems.
Students are asked to identify infornation which is
essential and Information which is nonessential in
finding the solution.

. Teacher directs students in: developing -: glossary
for science-in whidh they define terms commonly used
in the study of sience.



9. Present students with a written description of an
experiment, the students identify its main idea
and purpose.

10. Using a science reading selection, teacher directs
students in identifying procedures made in testing
or studying a designated hypothesis, prediction, or
problem.

11. Present students with several statement. Students
are to identify these statements as hYpothesis,
theory or scientific law.

12. Present students with a literary writem's life to
investigate. Students determine if writer's back-
ground influenced his wri

13. Present students with a literary work to read. Tlie

students determine if social events during the time
the work was written had any influencing effects.

Present students with a literary work to read, the
student will identify or discuss specified struc-
tural elements.

E. The student will construct helpful rules to follow when
reading content materials.

1. Teacher could lead students to develop generalized
rules in content area reading such as:

a. Preview material to determine structure and
organization.

Read end of.dhapter summary for general idea
of chapter content.

- Read chapter questions in order to find out
type of information presented in chapter.

.Math

a.- Have a clear understanding of the special language
uged in math.

b. Detemine what you are to fi

Determine what facts_are

itional f



e. Decide on process to be used for problem solv-
,

ing.

. Science

a. Preview chapter to Eind unfamiliar technical
words that are not Onfined in the reading
material. ThesE words should be defined and
understooe before reading is

b. Determine the problem or subject discuss
text.

Determine the solution or results reached.
What process did the author use to present this
solution or fact?

4. Literature

a. Have a background knowledge of the author
life.

b. Have some background knowledge of important
social events taking place during the period
that the literature was written.

Bave an understanding of the author's style
of writing.

d. Become familiar with the common figures of
speech in English and be able to recognize
them at a glance.

Try to reocgxiize the structure and organiza-
tion of the literature.

f. Provide various activities for re ing enrich-
ment such as a paperback libraxy. Have students
participate in various activities such as:

(I) Characut_r role playing
(2) Oral and writtn book reporting
(3) Proup project of rewriting book story into

one act play selecting only main parts of
written story

Have stixentc preview a chapter in a social studies
text. The teacher, through class discussion, leads
pupils to discover:



If special system of note taking is needed.

What type of reference books would be helpful
to have close at hand (world Almanac, Atlas,
etc.)

Methods in compiling technical words from con-
tent material (use of index cards and file,
notebook glossary, etc.)

d. Where to find additional infoLmation or refer-
ence on the subject.

If there are built-in study aids (chapter study
questions, maps, graphs, etc.)

f. If the _ype used in the text varies according
to the importance of the material.

F. The student will develop effective note taking tech-
niques through a sPries of reading, viewing, and listen-
ing activities.

1. Teacher introduces and explains methods of no-e
taking. Suggested rrthods are listed below.

Outline form useful in taking notes for
.lectures and textbook chapters.

Resume - use when shall_ selection is read and
only a general idea of material is needed.

d. Underlining - useful T- en main point_ of text-
book need to be phasied.

Teacher, through class discussion, leads students
in identifying the features of good notes (ax-,
brief, clear, neat, etc.)

Teacher direuts discussion on the meaning of certain
tPchniques in note taking (undarlining, circling,
numbering, etc.)

Teacher has students view a film and take notes.
Through class discussion, important points in film
are listed. Students are asked to evaluate notes
according to film points discussed tn class. (Fthn
selection should be on subject matter which is of
interest to that Particular age group being taught.
Example of film subject: drug abuse, customs of
people in cther countries, etc



Teacher has students write a chapter surlinary
from textbook notes taken. Text should be from
another content course such as social studies,
biology, etc. Students should then review chapt
to evaluate how accurate is the summary.

6. Teacher presents students with a tape recorded les-
son or story. Students listen to tape and take notes.
A short writte:i quiz is given students on recorded
lesson. Students are allowed to use notes to answer
questions. CuRparison of notes to quiz answers
should aid students in note taking evaluation. CIMPle
of lesson recorded depends on age level being taught.
Subjects could include: how to take care of your
pets, how to shop for school clothes, etc.) See
EDL Listen aad Think Series.

The student will construct helpful rules to follow for
study habit irrtprcvnent.

1. Rule Students should keep a record of school progress:
Teacher demonstratrs how a record of sehool progress
can be recorded on a chart, graph, etc.

2. Rule At the end of each week the student should
evaluate use of time: The teacher demonstrates how
students may sum the hours he spends per week on
sleeping, grooming, meals, classes, study, etc. The
student then evaluates his chart of daily activities
and determines whether or not he is spending an ap-
propriate amount of time on eaCh activity.

The student will apply an effective method of study
(S0JOR, PQRST, etc.) with a given assignment.

1. Study meldiods: Teacher explains and discusses
Ribbinson's SQ3R and SPache's PQRST study methods.
These are only two of the more outstanding study
methods which have been developed

a.

Survey - Survey the assignment to be read head-
ings , graphs, sumwar-y, etc. ) to note the main
points to be developed

Question Formulate specific questions that will
be answered by the chapter or article. This is
usually done by turning the chapter headings in-
to questions.



- Read the -,?lo -ion with the purpose in
mnri and to answer fflrimilated questions.

Recite Recall of rean_ng rterial without the
use or notes or book.

Review - Review the material to establish per-
sonal understanding. A helpful way to review
is try to recall information presented under
each chapter head'

b. PQRST

Preview RaiJid skimming of the total selection.

Question Formulate questions which should be
answered in the reading selection. Questions
should be the purpose for reading.

Read - Read the selection to find answers to
formulated questions.

Summarize - Organize and summarize informa ion
gained from reading selection.

Test - Co/ware and contrast summary with selec-
tion for validity or how well material was di-
gested.

Teacher directs students in coriparing and contrast-
ing both SQ3R and PQRST study methods.

.
Teacher directs students in applying study method
of their Choice to a class reading assignment. Stu-
dents discuss and evaluate the effectiveness of the
method.

I. The student should effectiv6iy use library resources.

1. TeachPY presents students with a diagram of the floor
layout of the school library. The students identi
the card catalogue, bcok stacks, periodical section,
reference desk, and check-out desk.

The teacher di- ects the student in identifying the
use of the information on a library catalogue

Present stuaents with a topic. The students use the
card catalogue to locate one or wore library bookS
on the topic.



4. Present the call number of a book. The students
indicate on a diagram of the floor layout of a
library the section of the library in which the
book can be found.

5. Baying the title of an article, the name of the
periodical, and the number of the issue In which
the article is Bound,the students will locate the
article in the library.

6. Teacher directs students in locating various cate-
gories of reference materials (ex.,dictionaries, en-
cyclopedias, almanacs, periodicals, ete.) in the
librarY.

Teacher directs students in identify
guides and sections in a dictionary.

various

8. Teacher presents various reference materials to stu-
dents to identify the type of information found in
them.

V. Student resources

A. Textbooks, workbooks, reference materi is (Ton- te-
adopted)

1. Compa:ehension and speed

a. Leedy, Paul. Bead with Speed and Precision.
New York:
1963.

Textbook written for the student who
wants to gain competency in comprehension,
speed and content area reading. Senior
high level.

NicGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc.,

Gull mr aad Coleman. Rea_4:.
Chiogo: J. B. Lippincott Corrpany, 1955.

This series consists of nine graded
books, each of which contains two prelirni-
nary or practice units and 24 regalar units.
Basic skills developl are: word meaning,
total meaning, central thought, detailed
meanings, organization, and surrmarization.
This series covPrs arades 4 12.



o. McCall and Smith. Test Lessons in ReaqL121
Reasoning. New York: Bureau of Publications,
Teachers C011ege, Columbia University Press.

Seventv-eight lessons designed to help
students reason clearly and critically. It
is designed for advanced high school studen

Science Research Associates (SRA). Bette
Reading Book. Thomaston, Georgia: P.
BOx 28.

Grades 7 - 9, offers combined exercises
in speed and comprehension. They are self-
administered and checked and give the student

word per minute and a ocmprehPnsion
score.

e. Hardwick, H. C. Words are Mmportant. Maplewood
New Jersey: C. S. Hammond and Co.

There are eight books in this series
which are good for vocabulary development
for grades 7 - 12.

f. Educational Development Laboratories, Inc.
Word Clues. Huntington, New York.

Graded programmed vocabulary series.
This series is planned as a continuous de-
velopmental progicam extending from grade 7 -
13. Each book consists of 30 lessons of 10
words, and every lesson is developed around
a cent.,m1- of interest such ms sailing, going
to the theater, or rocketry. The lessons
are programmed for independent, step- -
step learning; and they can be self gr ed.
Diagnostic tests are also included in order
that the instructor knows in which book the
student should be placed. TWo test forms
with answer sheets can he obtained, so a
progress Check at the course's end can be
made.

Reading In the content

a. Smith, Nila Banton. Be a Better Reader Series.
Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Education
Book Division, Prentice-Hall, Inc.

Offers reading matter and exercises in
literatu_re, history, geography, science,
and mathematics. This reading text conta_ns
graded, individually oriented subjectrmatter-
Levels 7 12.



Leedy, Paul. Read_ withed and Precision .
New York: McGraw-Hill Bock Corrpany, Inc.,
1963.

Written specifically to help the stu-
dent improve reading skills in comprehen-
sion, reading rate, study skills and reading
skills in the content areas. Secondary level.

Study skills

a. Editors of ScholasticalzAmt. Study Skills
Ubmkbooks_. New York: Scholastic Magazines,
Inc.

Designed to develop specific study skills.
Elementary, j unior and senior high levels

b. Manuel, H. T. Talsiest: Hci to do Your
Best. Yonkers, New York: Wbrld Book Co.,
1956.

c. Learning, Inc. y(21.2.E_q_t_9021y Skills. Chicago.
Coronet Instructional Films.

ProgranTned text teaches skimming, scan-
ning, summarizing, note taking and reviewing.

B. Media resources

a. SRA. _Rfad_gknfcrUnderstap_Aipa. Beading lab
that provides a solid core for compmehen-
sion improvement. The llik, IIIB, and 1VA
labs contain materials ranging from grades
three to fourteen. Their use provides op-
portunities for comprehension, rate, and
woxd recognition, and vocabulary devel0P-
ment. Ali materials are self grading; the
student keeps his awn progress charts and
records.

The Junior and Seni r B1 h Tachis -0-Film Kit.
Suniland, California: Learning Through
Seeing, Inc.

Consists of a Tadhist-0 -Flasher, that
can be used on filmstrip projector, and the
Tachist-0 -Filmstrips. ,The flasher projects
images at a variable rate of speed, a
twentieth to a fortieth of a second. The
filmstrips are graded; they begin at the
primarTlevel and continue through college -
adult level..



Content areas and study

a. EDL Study Skills Libr
Consists of a ser±es of kits containing

graded and sequential exercises foa: levels fain-
through nine. On each grade level there are
three kits: one each in the areas of science,
social studies, and reference skills. The kits
provide instruction in text tactics, content
area reading, and Ln study skills development.

b. Johnson and Lephene.
Mass.: Hbnor Pr

A 200 frame
study habits and
secondary level.
Machine.

Study Skills. Cambridge,
oducts.
- 1-1/2 hour program in
skills. Probably for
For use in Honor Teaching

VI. Teacher resources

A. Textbooks: Karlin, Robert. Teachin aeading in High
School. New York: The Bobbs-Mel-rill Company, Inc.,
1964.

The author identifies the main problems on the
high school level and explores the reasons why they
occur. Karlin identifies problems from the disabled
reader to the competent reader and presents in de-
tail methodology for dealing with these problems.
Teachers of this course will find the
chapters on "Meanings and Reading," "The Study Skills,"
"Speed in Reading," and "Developmental Reading and
the Content Fields" quite helpful.

Periodicals

1. Dale, E. L. and Milligan, J. "Techniques in
Vocabulary Development," _Reainr_mrovement.
VII (Spring, 1970, p. 1-5.

Gives specific guidelines for vocabulary
growth;

Fry Edward. "Reading Rate 1908," Journal
adipg

593-596.
Gives directions on the how and why of

e3 ing rate development.

Vol. 13, No. 18 Nay, 1970), P.

. Nathan, Norman. "Teaching for Total Ccarprehension,
Reading Dn roverrnt. Vol. 7, (Spring, 1970),
p. 6-8.



Information and directions given to help
_velop the separate comprehension skills.

4. Sargent, Eileen E. "College Reading before College,"
Journalaf_Rea. Vol. 14, No. 2 (Nov., 1970),
p. 83-88.

Information on design for a total reading
program geared toward the well motivated and
academically successful student.

C. Films (Available from the Dade County Audio-visual
center). Synopsis of each film can be found in the
Instructional Matel-ials Catalog Bulletin 1-N.

1. Better Reading JS EBEC1-10480

2. Developing Reading Maturi EJS Cbronet
Comparative Reading 1-01232
Critical Evaluation 1-01230
Interpreting Meaning 1-01234
The Mature Reader 1-01236
Understanding Style 1-01238

D. Reading pacer n inexpensive pacing device operated
on flashlight batteries. A bair moves down the page to
predetermine rate. T. Y. Crowell.

E. Tachistoscopic Training Series - FOr perceptual span
development. Includes slide for words, phrases sentences,
digits and geometric forms. Keystone.


