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PREFACE

Gateway to Citizenship is a manual designed to assist naturali-
zation courts, bar associations, civie and educational leaders, pa-
triotic organizations, and individuals in adding to the dignity of
the ceremonies surrounding the admission to citizenship and in
emphasizing the significance and importance of citizenship. The
manual ig an official publication of the Immigration and Naturaliza-
tion Service. It was initiated, however, by the National Citizenship
Education Program and was originally prepared by Carl B. Hyatt,

uralization Service, with the cooperation of various committees,
including the Attorney General’s Advisory Committee on Citizen-
ship and the committees on American Citizenship of both the Amer-
ican Bar Association and the Federal Bar Association. It is in
no sense a collection of directives. Rather it is a series of sugges-
tions, ideas, and 1aterials gathered from a survey of practices all
over the country.

It is sincerely hoped that this manual will continue to be of use
to the courts engaged in naturalization work and to all indi-
viduals and organizations ip planning programs for patriotic
occasions.

Commissioner. of Immigration and Naturalization.
I
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Chapter 1
Background

OUT OF THE ETERNAL LONGING and quest for freedom, the story

of this country has been written. Millions from many far-
away lands crossed strange oceans and came here te realize their
dream of liberty. The dreams and visions that they realized in
turn became a part of America,

The foreign-born of yesterday and the foreign-born of today
present no new story. Both wrote chapters in the saga of America.
Like the Pilgrim Fathers of old, many of the present-day immi-
grants fled their native lands to escape bitterness, intolerance, and
oppression. Some brought to this country little except courage
and hope. Cthers brought something more: precious skills and
talents in science, musie, art, and in other fields. Each of these
made his contribution, building, renewing, and enriching this
great Nation and making it the inspiration of liberty-loving and
oppressed peoples everywhere.

The immigrants of today follow the same road to citizenship
that was taken by our forefathers. Long ago Congress established

States citizenship. Through the portals of the courtroom pass the
immigrants to receive this citizenship. Since 1790, when the first
naturalization law was passed by Congress, naturalization has
been a judicial procedure. Attention, therefore, focuses on the
induction ceremony—the climax of the naturalization process—
which clothes a foreigner “with the privileges of a native citizen.”
Although the Constitution provided that Congress shall have the
power “to establish an uniform rule of naturalization,” until 1906
aliens were admitted to citizenship largely in accordance with the
wisdom and method of the individual judge. BcthFédéra}l and
State courts were charged with respénsibility for naturalizing new
citizens, but they were far from being uniform in their rulings and
practices. For example, there was no uniform rule as to the num-
ber of witnesses required for each petitioner. :Nor was there uni-
formity in record keeping. Even the type of naturalization docu-
1




2 GATEWAY TO CITIZENSHIP

ment that the court issued depended somewhat upon the printer
from whom the clerk of the court got his supplies.
Toward the end of the last century and in the early years of the

present, aliens in great numbers were exploited for political and .

industrial purposes. Fraud was prevalent in many jurisdictions.
Just preceding election, in many instances, aliens were “rounded
up” and taken to the office of the clerk of the court or before a “po-
litical” judge. Thereupon, naturalization papers were made out.
Many of the new citizens were “run through the hopper” for purely
gelfish considerations, either political or industrial. Nothing was
said or done during the inducting process that stressed the value of
citizenship, or its obligations. The Nation’s greatest gift was be-
stowed with little or no dignity and with no recognition of what
citizenship really meant. These shameful practices finally led to
an investigation that resulted in the enactment of a basic naturali-
zation law by Congress in 1906. Of special significance in this law
was the provision that enabled the Federal Government to set up
an executive bureau (The Bureau of Immigration and Naturaliza-
tion, in the Department of Commerce and Labor, which has by
merger and transfer now become the Immigration ard Naturaliza-
tion Service in the Department of Justice) to administer and super-
vise the processes of naturalization.

Improvement in the entire naturalization process immediateiy
followed. The vicious practice of “rushing” naturalization cases
for political purposes was practically ended by the provision for-
bidding the naturalizing of any person or the issuance of any
certificate of naturalization during the 30 days preceding a general
election within the area of the court’s jurisdicticn. Having admin-
istrative control, the Immigration and Naturalization Service
worked toward uniform standards for examinations and toward
umfarrmty in forms and recurd keepmg. The removal csf SElﬂSh

way for a new sylnt tg pezmeate the process Qf naturahzatmn. o
Although the Act of 1906 established no educational standard
for the petitioner, except that he be able to sign: his name, speak

the English language, and sat1sfy the court that he was “attached”
to the principles of the Constitution of the United States, the courts

almost uniformly held that the applicant for citizenship could not
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BACKGROUND 3

be “attached” to the principles of the Constitution if he did not
know what the Constitution contained. Many of the courts also
held that the applicant not only should understand the Constitution,
but that he should have a knowledge of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, vitally related to it, and of the early history of the
United States. This resulted in the development of a system of
examining applicants for citizenship to determine their attitude
toward our Government and their knowledge of the Constitution
and history of our country.

On September 23, 1950, Congress legislatively affirmed these
court rulings and made such knowledge a specific requisite for
citizenship. In addition, applicants were required to demonstrate
an ability to read and write, as well as speak words in ordinary
usage in the English language, exceptions being made in the cases
of persons then over 50 years of age who had resided in the Urited
States for more than 20 years, These provisions were substan-
tially reenacted in the Immigration and Nationality Act whizh
became effective December 24, 1952.

All the examinations of prospective citizens are now made by the
examiners of the Immigration and Naturalization Service. At the
present time a high percentage of those recommended by the ex-
aminers are accepted without question by the courts. The appear-
ance of Witnaaaaa for tha patitianer at the ﬁnal hearing is nat now
ahmmatmn of WItnaaaaa from appearance in tha caurtrqom ta!-
gather ‘wzth the aaurt’a accaptanca of the. rapart of the exammer

mthaut furthar axammatmﬂ of the patitmnar, g‘:.vaa the caurt more : |

time :Ear makmg naturallzatmn an impressive. occasion.

J udges are now. ganarally in agreement that apphcanta ahould '

hava a aomplata lzadaratandmg of . tha righta abhgatmna, and

| 'raaponaxblhtlaa of ci aaanamp bafora takmg the uath of allaglanca-

This davalopmant marka the first definite atap away from the rou-
tma c.auri: 111ductmn of tha past teward a battar and more maplra-
tm;nal process for the futura g SRR '

“Present naturalization pracadura 15, m aama inatancaa, atlll ﬂotr.‘ -
1111 keapmg With tha algmﬁcanaa and 1mpgrtanca of the oaaaamn.;

Partial réSlelSlbﬂlfY for thla fallura haa in the fact. that approxlgl
mataly 6 OO auurts axarclaa raapanalblhty far naturahamg new

R Y




4 GATEWAY TO CITIZENSHIP

citizens. Although each court determines the same qualifications
for citizenship and administers the same oath by which the appli-
cant forswears his previous allegiance and pledges his loyalty to
the United States, courts frequently differ in practices and condi-
tions under which they Qperaté In some instances, also the court
its partlcular local:lty or leadershlp :
Furthermore, many courts are handicapped by large naturaliza-
tion classes, small courtrooms, and heavy calendars. To some, these
conditions have been so discouraging that no attempt has been
made to make the naturalization proceedings inspirational. Some
applicants for ci'tizenship, ushered into a erowded courtroom by
court attendants in much the same manner as persons appearing
before the court on criminal charges and inducted into citizenship
between hearmgs in criminal cases, unfortunately, have felt as
though they were criminals rather than potential citizens. The
results have been bewilderment, dlsﬂlusmnment and even relief
When the trying experience is GVEI‘, rather than :msplratmn
' In sharp contrast, other courts with classes Just as large, court-
rooms just as crowded, and calendars Just as heavy have been
challenged rather than dlsmayed by these candltmns, and have
‘given an emotional uplift to the awarding of the cloak of American
citizenship. = By their courtroom ceremonials, these courts have
endeavored to interpret the meanmg and the full 31gn1ﬁcance of
the life being entered through naturalization. They have pointed'
out that our Government belongs to the people and that the people
should share its responsibilities.- They have stressed other obliga-
tions and responsibilities of the new citizen.. They have expanded
“the prgcesa Qf cxath-takmg mta an 1mpress1ve ceremony that hcanors '
and- dlgnlﬁes Amencan clt1zensh1p In these eﬁorts the _courts
* have had support and assmtance Patrmtxc, educatmnal C'_IVLC, and :
——fraternal crgamzatmns, as well as 1ndiwduals, have become in-
- ,terested and have contributed then‘ serwces tc: make naturahzatmn'
proceedmgs dlgnﬁed and effective. AR e T
“In‘addition to these effarts “the’ Gcmgress in 1940 recogmzed the'
" 1mportance of- dlgmfymg the acqmsﬁ:mn ‘of- e1tlzensh1p by addmg s
: 5to a Jomt resolutmn settmg as1de one day each year as “I Am An
} Amerlcan Day, a requlrement that the Judge Df a naturahzatmn

EEP Aol




BACKGROUND 5

court or someone designated by him should address newly natural-
ized citizens upon the form and genius of our Government and the
privileges and respongibilities of citizenship. This section added
to the joint resclution was for the intent and purpose of enlisting
the aid of the judiciary, in cooperation with civil, educational au-
thorities and patriotic organizations in a continuous effort to
dignify and emphasize the significance of citizenship. The joint
resolution providing for such participation was repealed and su-
perseded on February 29, 1952, when the Congress approved a joint
resolution designating September 17 of each year as “Citizenship
Day.” However, the direction to the judges of naturalization
courts to address newly naturalized citizens was included in the
1952 resolution and still remains in effect.




Chapter 2
Significance of the Ceremony

OWN THROUGH THE AGES the bestowal of privileges and the
acceptance of responsibilities have been occasions for solemn
ceremonies. Among the American Indians the young men who had
proved their skills and abilities were, in a ceremony of great dignity,
admitted to the “status of the brave” with the privilege of sharing
in the responsibilities of the council of the tribe. Churches, and
fraternal, social, and other organizations initiate their new mem-
bers with a ceremony which is intended to convey an understanding
of the meaning and significance of the pledges that are given and
the vows that are taken. High school and university authorities
maintain the ceremonial of commencement. They are conscious of
the emotional tides that influence most people, and they recognize
that the commencement ceremonial creates a state of elation that
holds great possibilities. The acquisition of citizenship is also a
commencement. It is the beginning of a journey that vitally affects
the life of the new citizen. ,
Therefore, it is logical to have an 1mpresswe ceremony for
induction into the finest fraternity known to man—that of United
States cltizenslup The time when the alien completes lus course
in cltlzenshlp and stands before cxther American citizens, qualified
and willing to become one of them and ready to shoulder his re-
sponsibility in the conduct of government, should be made impres-
sive as a remihder to him of the sanctity of the obligation that he
is assuming. R :
: The courtraom ceremamal becomes the chmaz or the peak of
the process of naturahzatmn Years c:f preparation spent in ac-
quiring the quahﬁcatmns of eltlzenshlp lie behind the ceremcmal
In travelmg this long road the prospectlve citizen- shmﬂd acqulre
somethlng more than. the mutme answers to certam questmns re-.
garding the Bﬂl Df nghts the Ccpnst;tutmn, or the ‘history of the
Umted States Such answers may -enable the pehtmner to “pass“
the exammatmn and get hls certlﬁcate c:i naturallzatmn! but he can -

7




8 GATEWAY TO CITIZENSHIP

play the rcle of a good citizen of the United States only if during
those years he has learned, and experienced, something of the spirit
of this country. From the date of his entry into the United States
to the time when the court bestows upon him citizenship, the most
precious gift that this country has to offer, a continuing responsi-
bility rests upon those who guide him along the path to citizenship
to instill in him, by word and by example, the spirit of this land.
The courtroom ceremonial can and should be a gripping scene
featuring the alien’s entrance into the fraternity of citizenship.
The last act of his life as an alien and the first act of his life as a
citizen of the United States should be performed in such a manner
as to stamp them in his memory as among the most stirring and
vuforgettable experiences of his life. Recognition should be given
to the fact that impressions received at this time carry great and
continuing possibilities for good or ill, as the time of the final court
hearing offers an occasion when the alien is emotionally receptive
and especially susceptible to serious and solemn reflections concern-
ing the responsibilities of citizenship. ' :
United States citizenship is a glorious possession representing
the dreams and the struggles of men for centuries. OQur charter
of human hberty—;the Bill of Rights—was obtained at a high price.
Voice in our Government, freedom in our worship, freedom in
our business—all the freedoms of human aspiration—did not come
into being by acmdent They were achieved only after genera-
tions of struggle auﬂ?enng, and sacrifice. thzms of terrar, tor-
ture, and oppression made then- cgntrlbutmns in the distant past.
Men from dark dungeona, marty:s swmgmg from gallows, humian
torches lit by the flames of intolerance, victims of the Inquisition,
patriots who suffered and died at Valley Forge and on other battle-
fields of freedom, and many others who made the supreme sacrifice
while seeking human rights, have all played thettr part in the fram-_
ing Gf our Charter of leert;v' i e EEE

genuine enthusmsm for the democratlg progesses and hls oppor—
tumtles m thlS country We, of the Umted States, are canstanﬂy ;

cltlzens come frnm ceuntrles run by dmtators Who are strwmg tor
expand their empires and dest;qy ];berty and fr@domi - The sig-




SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CEREMONY 9

nificance of such a change in citizenship should not go unrecog-
nized at such time.

Although the ceremony cannot take the place of the continuing
daily practice of democracy and Americanism, a proper ceremonial
observance of this important step in the life of the individual
will greatly assist in guidance toward appreciation of the duties
and privileges of citizenship that lie ahead.

Through the naturalization ceremony the spirit of liberty and
freedom can be born in the minds and hearts of new citizens and
renewed in the hearts and minds of the native-born. When the
naturalization court, civil and educational authorities, patriotic
organizations, and individuals cooperate in an impressive naturali-
zation ceremony, the new citizen not only feels honored with his
citizenship but is impressed with the fact that he has become an
integral part of the community in which he, too, has responsibility.
In turn, those who are already citizens can be made better citizens
by welecoming, and witnessing the appreciation of, the foreign-born
who are becoming Americans by choice rather than by accident
of birth. When the new and native-born citizens come together
for a common ideal—one pledging his allegiatice, the other renew-
ing his loyalty—both add to the unity which has been, and is, the
strength of this Nation.




Chapter 3
The Court Ceremony

N@ RIGID PROGRAM can be laid down for any court. Each court,
- recognizing the significance of induction into citizenship, must
face its own problems and chart its own procedures. The steps
taken by each to comply with the purpose of the joint resolution of
Congress will necessarily be different. Evidently the Congress
recognized the varying situations of the courts, as the language of
the joint resolution is sufficiently broad and elastic to meet the
desires of any court at any time. No single induction ceremony,
even within the same court, need be exactly like any other, so long
as each conforms to the minimum essentials.

The essentials for compliance with the spirit of the joint resolu-
tion would seem to be: (1) the rendering of the decree of natu-
ralization; (2) the administering of the oath; (3) the delivery of
an address by the judge or someone designated by him; and (4)
some participation by “civil and educational authorities and
patriotic organizations.” The discussion that follows will not con-
cern itself with the minimum essentials alone but will deal with
practices and procedures in naturalization courts that extend be-
yond the scope of such essentials. The purpose of so doing is to be
of assistance to any court that may desire to expand its ceremony
beyond the immmam requirements in order to meet its own speclal
needs. ' : : ; :
As ‘previously- mdleated the naturalmatmn courts of the
United States present differences in - viewpoint ‘and practice be—r
cause of local conditions and leade:shlp For- example, ‘courts

" that have" -heavy - calendara anc crowded courtrooms afford less
~ opportunity for elaborate ceremonies than do those that have time
and space avaﬂable ‘where ﬂaturahzatmn prcceedmgs can be

more 1e1surely. - Algo, s;ttuatmns may arige in: Whmh mdiwduals o

for example men in the mlhtary service, must be admltted smgly,-

‘and at 1rregular intervals: rather than in classes. In ‘the latter
" instance, the intimate and sympathetic attitude of the judge and -
' 'hls cgurt oiﬁr:.;als must take the plar.:e ofa more farmal ceremany '

11
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12 GATEWAY TO CITIZENSHIP

Although freedom is desirable in selecting the procedures appli-
cable to the needs of the particular community or the particular
occasion of induction, it is believed that, within the framework of
the joint resolution, some general procedures can be developed that
will insure an orderly flow of events, and thus save time and detailed
planning on the part of court officials. This will not interfere with
local differences, or the expression of initiative, imagination, and
resourcefulness. If anything, all the essential differences, which
contribute variety to the proceedings, will be made more effective
by the establishment of a more or less uniform order of events.

The ceremony should be stripped clean of everything that fails
to reflect basic ideas concerning citizenship. If the ceremonial por-
trays and makes impressive these ideas, then it cannot be challenged
as a show or a dramatic spectacle. Those in charge must direct
each and every procedure toward the end of emphasizing the worth
of citizenship; otherwise the ceremony can become subject to
criticism. '

TIME AND PLACE

The selection of the time and place for holding naturalization
proceedings, of course, depends upon the type of ceremony planned
and the local situation. Judges generally favor the practice of
‘having naturalization hearings in the courtroom, in the daytime,
and during the regular court week. If time and space are adequate,
the courtroom is the proper place and the daytime of the regular
court week the proper time for holding such ceremonies.

However, the time or place is not so important as the induction
LtSel’f If neturehzetmn preeeedlnge heve 'l;o be Wedged in emong

be erewﬂed mto_ eourtreome end rlimed‘elong the welle, or lcept Walt! :
ing in huddles outside the courtroom; if they must be hurried
threugh preceedmge by tired or harassed judges, then, in order to
carry out the purpoee of the joint resolution, it is preferable to hold

court for the granting Df eztlzenehp away from the eeurtroem and

ata tlme when the event can be mede one of elgmﬁeenee In v1ew'

of the fact that every final heermg muet by lew be hed ‘in open

‘eeurt ” the: pleee where the heermg is to be held eheuld be duly"
designated by the court as the “courtroom.” ’ : -




THE COURT CEREMONY 13

When the ceremony is held in some place other than the court-
room, judicial procedures should be carefully followed. This is
not impossible, as they can be followed and made impressive in a
place far removed from the courtroom. The truth of this is evi-
denced by Presidential inaugurations in the Nation’s Capital.

In recent years many college and university presidents have faced
problems similar to those encountered by some judges. As gradu-
ation classes have grown larger, with an accompanying increase
of relatives and friends, the school officials have been compelled
to abandon the old college chapels in which commencement exer-
cises were held and to use larger auditoriums, or even stadiums
erected primarily for athletic purposes.

Some judges, even before the passage of the joint resolution,
began to deal with the problem of time and space by setting aside
a day for naturalizatiﬂn during which no cther business was trans—

to naturalzzatmn Work. By settmg asade a day that is Dut31de Df
the general trial week, they can easily keep it clear for naturaliza-
tion purposes. Others have held, and recommend, evening ses-
sions. The judges who have held both day and evening sessions
of court are in a position to contrast the hurried, perfunctory, day-
time proceedings with more leisurely evering sessions. In speak-
ing of some of the daytime sessions over which he has presided,
the Honorable F. Dickinson Letts, Senior Judge, United States
District Caurt for the District of Cglijmbia, has said: “ * * The
easentlal dlgmty It is nat uncommon to see the applmants for
cltlzenshlp appear in court for induction in then- work clothes and
freguently in their shirt sleeves Itis pc.tssible that in such situa-
tions the appllcant is relieved from his emplayment for the brief
permd nec?ssary to attend the court sessmn ” In. speakmg of

j,n the;r best. __apparel, RN Befare the convenmgand .after;

adjournment there was a clustering about the courtroom engender-
ing a spirit of fellowship. Some years ago as a J udge of the Seventh
J udlmal Dlstrlct in. Iowa I cnnducted evenlng sessions of court.

4y

ook it diradidein it i, S0 i




14 GATEWAY TO CITIZENSHIP

May I suggest that evening sessions of court for the induction of
new citizens be tried ?”*

Both the Saturday and evening sessions, the latter particularly,
not only bring some relief from the pressure on the court, but
eliminate the criminal court atmosphere and other related phases
of court work that have no bearing on naturalization proceedings.
Also, the evening sessions offer a greater opportunity for friends,
relatives, bar associations,. civil and educational authorities, and
patriotic organizations to be present, either for personal reasons
or for the purpose of cooperating with the judge in carrying out
the spirit of the joint resolution.

PRELIMINARY PROCEDURES

Several judges, in order to conserve the time of the court, have
eliminated from the final hearing many tedious and time consum-
ing details. These have been disposed of in various ways: through
the naturalization examiner, the clerk’s office, or through hearings
held in a second courtroom just prior to the main ceremony. Spe-
cial or contested cases are heard earlier so that those applicants
who are eligible may join the class to be presented in the main
courtroom. Such cases may also be heard on days specially set
aside for that purpose.. This procedure makes for a better service,
as it prevents the injection of controversial matters into the cere-
mony with consequent delay and harm to the appropnata emotional
atmosphere. In fact, all activities not absolutely essential should
be completed beforehand, so that nothing will interfere with the
smooth functioning of the court at the time of the final naturaliza-
tion hearing. Phatagrapha and aignaturaa are plaaad on cartlﬁ—
cates in advanca and delay is avoided by ataggarmg tha tlmaa aai’.

for tha appearance of the apphcanta

DPENING OF COURT

Unless ceremonial arrangamanta provide otherwise, tha prospec-
tive citizens should be properly ushered before the opening of court -
to an apprgpnata placa aat aalda for them, uaually w1thm ‘I:ha bar,
placa Court is than convanad in full caramcmy Pat1ant, pama—i

‘taking, and tactful cooperation ‘between ‘the _amplayeaa of the

18




THE COURT CEREMONY 15

court and others, particularly members of the Immigration and
Naturalization Service, can do much toward insuring not only a
good opening of court but a < ooth running and dignified pro-
cedure throughout the ceremony.

In some jurisdictions, the opeuing of ccmrt is meaningful; in

espemally the;r 51gn1ﬁcance, appear to be 11ttle understood by the
court crier, and, because of the way in which they are uttered, are
even less understood by most of those attending court. The solem-
nity with which court is opened influences, in a large measure, the
solemnity of the couriroom audience and their attentiveness to the
proceedings. Also, it may often reflect itself in the proceedings
that follow. An unimpressive opening handicaps the efforts of
those who strive to obtain dignity and impressiveness in later
proceedings—just as an impressive one helps this objective.

When the Court Crier of the Supreme Court stands and an-
nounces: “The Honorable, The Chief Justice and the Associate Jus-
tices of the Supreme Court of the United States!” and concludes
with the unforgettable expression: “God save the United States and
this Honorable Court,” one feels a spirit of reverence, coupled with
a sense of pride, at being in the presence of the Court which pro-
tects and defends our Constitution. ,

A similar effect can be achieved at the opening of the lesser courts
to which the future citizen comes to receive his citizenship. Every
officer of the court should be in his place as the time appmaches for
opening. Murmuring, laughing, and talking should cease. All
should stand and the courtroom become absolutely quiet as the
judge enters and as the court crier clearly, deliberately, and sol-
emnly ovens court. Like the opening of the Supreme Court, the
‘occasion can help to give those present a feelzng of sec.unty and
faith in the gavernment which i :ls pmtected by courts sue.h as these.

THE FLAG

After the Dpen1ng of caurl: marly Judges 1n¢:1ude in the;r r1tual
' the advanemg of the colors by membere of a patrmtlc organization.
Whether this partlcular prncedure is fnllowed or not, there should
be an ‘appropriate display-of the .A.merlcan flag as the emblem of
liberty and the umty of our Natmn. ’ :




16 GATEWAY TO CITIZENSHIP
MUSIC

Although music is not generally used at this time, some judges
consider music, especially that of the patriotic type, an inspirational
contribution. As one of the main objectives of the ceremony is to
strengthen the loyalty of the new citizen to the land of his adoption,
they believe that there is no objection to the use of music appro-
priate to the Dceasinn such as: The gtar—Spangled Banner,
or God Bless Amerlca_

INVOCATION

In many of the courts an invocation is pronounced. If this is
made a part of the ceremony, it is advisable to follow the practice
of rotating this duty among the representatives of the various reli-
gioug groups in the community.

PRESENTATION OF THE CANDIDATES

Perhsps at ’no stage in the praceedings are there mc:re Iocal
for the decree Qf naturallzatmn The hcldlng of mdlwdual exa.ni-
nations in open court has, with a few éxceptmns, been discarded
as impractical. As such exammatmns take time, become burden-
some, and not infrequently rob cltlzenshlp induction of its sig-
nificance, the better practice is to conduct them at sometime prior
thereto through the naturalization examiner. I-Iewever a distinc-
tion could be made between the cnurts that do not have time for
1nd1v1dual examlnatmn and the courts, partmularly those with small
classes, WhQSE Judges do have time in which to deal with individual
appheants Although many Judges frankly admit the 1mpractls
cabﬂlty of the individual examination in the courts with large
classes, they recogmze the merits of sueh examination when the
applmants are few in number ' ,

If the method of individual examination of applmants is fo]-

lowed, this exammatmn should not be in the nature of a review

of the Wcrrk prewcrusly dnne by the examiner. It should be along

lines demgned to estabhsh “a.n actual human persenal relatlcmshp '
between the individual and the court as a representatwe of the
Government.” It should be of such a nature as to 1mpress upan”

A B B
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the mind of the petitioner that he is being given the personal atten-
tion of the court and that the court itself is personally interested
in seeing him become a part of this Nation.

Some courts ask each applicant a few questions, inquiring about
the length of time he has been in this country, country of birth,
name, occupation, and such general questions as establish him as an
individual in the eyes of the court. Other judges have requested the
naturalization examiner to give similar information in behalf of
each applicant as a part of the reccmmendaticn to citizenship

apphc.ant the Judge 5 mterest in each one, wﬂl tend to change the
nature of the ceremony from that of a mere formality into a natural,
persanal relatioﬁship between the applicant and the court as a

However, must cc:urts espec;ally those with large classes have
adopted the procedure of accepting the favorable recommendation
of the designated examiner. The desagnated examiner is required
to submit his findings and recommendations to the court at the
final hearing. Most of the courts, therefore, recognize the ex-
aminer, or other official, and accept his report that the apphcants
- presented are duly qualified and eligible for cltlzenship 'This
results in a smcoth—runmng procedure, whlch avmds the diaturbed‘
state of mind on the part of the apphcant that is sometimes caused
by an examination in the courtroom. It has also been found that
the system of approval or dlsappmval by exammers 111 prehmmary

hearmgs Qperatés egultably

THE GATH OF .ALLEGIANGE

Like the opening of court, the taking of the oath shauld be
divorced from routine and made i impressive. - The oath of allegiance
to the United States is profoundly significant and soul searchmg
-~ and slmuld be solemnly and 1mpresswely admlmstered Generally
" the cleﬂ: of court administers the oath." ‘Sometimes he possesses a
 good" vmce, '_whmh may make hls perfcrmance mcre eﬁiectwe thanr‘

s ‘that of a judge who'is not so well equipped’ voeally HDWever,‘ o
~some judges believe that the oath of alleglance should be admm-’ QO

1stered ’by the Judge himself They c.onSIder it not only a duty but" -

& prlvﬂege to admmlster the nath and make of it a ceremony ﬂf L
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dignity with which to impress and honor the new citizens.
‘Whether the judge, the clerk, or the deputy clerk of the court
administers the oath, the important point is that it be done well.
When the applicant for citizenship forswears allegiance and
fidelity to his native land and pledges his faith and allegiance to
his adopted country, he is entitied to have the oath that he takes
clearly and impressively administered and not incoherently mum-
bled. Deep emotional responses can be aroused by an oath clearly
and judiciously given and emc.erely and thoughtfully repeated.

Some courts prefer that the candidates for citizenship remain
silent while the oath is administered and show their affirmation by
a clear “I do” at the end. Others require—which seems more im-
pressive—that the applicants repeat the oath of allegiance in
unison as it is said to them in groups of words spoken distinctly so
that they can easily and clearly repeat eeeh phrese and undereteﬂd
its meaning. - , - :

The oath of alleglanee is full ef meaning far the new erl;lzen In
the first part of the oath he severs the ties that bind him tc: the land
of his birth. He renounces and abjures his allegiance to his native
country. In the eec.ond part of the oath he pledgee his faith and
sole elleglenee to the United States of Amenee, e.nd promises that
he will bear arms or perform noncombatant service or work of
national 1mpartence Af reqmred by law, for his adopted- country.

o In eeeenee, he begins hfe anew in the le.nd Qf his e.doptmn Strong

emotions must stir his soul as he renounces. his native Iand—the
home of his' ehﬂdhood of his perente, and of-his fr;ende—and sur-

' rendere the flag of his netwe eeuntry for thet Qf another But the
new allegiance, eo aeeumed does not and ehould not be considered

to cut off the tlee of fnendshlp and Iove that bind the new citizen

~to his family, frlende, and memerles, as d1et1ng1nshed frgm the po-

htlcel allegiance thati 15 ferever eut asunder. = .
The e;mple werde eonveymg e1t1zeneh1p teke ona deeper meena_

ing today then ‘ever. before Many take thle oath with. tears of

: gratltude They are Jmnmg the gree.t fe.mlly of emzene enjoying

~ the cherished prmmplee of freedam They are. pledgmg themselves ,
- -tn a great ideal, and are. purpoemg to do thelr bit to euetem aﬂd:

uphold that 1deal They are: beeﬂmmg a pe.rt ﬁf thle ne.tmn Juet

as the ne.tmn beeomee pert of. them They are eammg into a _

£
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heritage; they are being granted a privilege ; they are being offered
an opportunity.

ADDRESS TO NEW CITIZENS

Like the oath of allegiance, the address to the new citizens should
be impressive and inspirational, a fitting climax to the naturaliza-
tion proceedings.

Long before the passage by Congress of the joint resolution di-
recting that: “Either at the time of the rendition of the decree of
naturalization, or at such ather time as the judge may fix, the judge
or somecone designated by him shall address the newly naturalized
citizens upon the form and genius of our government and the privi-

‘leges and responsibilities of citizenship,” judges, or others desig-
nated by them, delivered these addresses in many Federal and
State courts. In factit was the beneficial results of these addresses
that partly inspired the inclusion of the clause in the resolution
designed to make the address a part of the procedure in every nat-
uralization court. When and where the address should be delivered,
by whom, and the type of address, were properly left by Congress
to the judge of the court.

Generally addresses are delivered in the courtroom, although
occasionally they are delivered sometime later in a ceremony
honoring new citizens. The judge, or a guest, or both deliver an
address. | o |

~ Decision as to who should deliver the address was wisely left to
the discretion of the individual judge. The Judge is, and rxghtly

‘should be, the one who is respongible for final naturallzatmn
He is familiar with local conditions and practmes and should be able
to decide whether or not it is desirable that an outstanding citizen
from a legal, educational, patriotie, religious, or other Q'rganif;a-
tion make the address to the naturahzatmn class.

The practice of havmg an outSIde speaker is fallawed by many
judges with apparent success. In some mstances, perhaps, an out-
side speaker, such as a notable forexgn—born citizen uf the Unlted
States, can more effectwely convey the significance of that citizen-
ship. In gther instances, undoubtedly the better medium for such
expression is the judge himself. : : :
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Sometimes the address is delivered before the taking of the oath
and sometimes afterwards. Quite frequently the oath itself forms
the basis for the address. Some judges consider this an excel-
lent time to explain the meaning of the oath and to dissipate any
erroneous ideas concerning it. The opportunity is provided to give
the new citizens a clearer conception of what is required in the
renunciation of allegiance to their native countries and of what is
included in the assumption of a new loyalty to the United States.
Generally, whether inspired by the oath or not, the address centers
around the theme of the implication of citizenship, emphasizing
alike the duties and privileges, the obligations and rights of our
American democracy. The address should be short, inspirational,
and expressed in simple English.

A national erisis always brings resurgence of felth in the Ameri-
can way of life. In dark hours of our civilization, especially in
times of war when the loyalty of all is essential to 'victovry, more
and more emphasis is given to the fact that all creeds and all races
have made America. In order to create in the newly naturalized
citizens a feeling of belonging to America, and a willingness to do
their part for her, judges have pointed out ccmtrlbutmns to the
American way of life by euch fﬂrexgn-bgrn Americans ae :

WERNHER VON BRAUN from Germamy, a gmdmg genius in Amer-
ica’s rocket program. As a reeult of his knowledge and efforts the
first American earth aatellite was put mto orbit in 1958.

ANDREW CAENEGIE from Scotland, who was a Well knewn mdus—

trle,hst and phﬂenthmplet

JAMES J DAvis frorn Welee, a fcrmer Secretary of Le.ber end

Umted States Senetor e
ANNA MARLA ALBERGHETTI frc»m Ite]y, a wniely kngwn eetreee

'end an c:utetendmg emger

WALTER J DHANNES DAMRGSGH f:cm Germeny, whg Wee a well

. known musician and cﬂnduetm

. JOHN MGCGRMACK irnm Irelend wha wee knewn world—wz.de ee

'e farm:us emger .

Fether EDWARD FLANAGAN frnm Irelend Who strengthened the
fight' egemet Jjuvenile delmqueney w1th the ph;losgphy “there is
no such thing as a bad boy,” and who was recognized as an IIISPII'E.— ,

- tional leader werkmg in behalf of American youth

g
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JOSEPH PULITZER from Hungary, who founded the widely known
newspaper, The New York World; who gave $1,000,000 to Colum-
bia University for the first school of journalism in America; and
who raised funds to bring the Bartholdi Statue of Liberty to
America and place it at the entrance to New York Harbor.

CARL SCHURZ from Germany, who was the loyal friend of Abra-
ham Lincoln and one of his first supporters for the Presidency. No
citizen leved, or understood, his country better. America’s finest
concept of patriotism may be found in his immortal words: “My
country right or wreng, if right to be kept right, if wrong to be set
right.”

ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL from Scotland, who gave to the world
one of the greatest inventions of the age, the telephene Bell’s
sturdy character and seientlﬁc aehxevemente made him one of the
greatest benefactors ei menkmd.

ANGELO PATRI frern Italy, Whe, in his teaehmg, plaeed empheele
upon the child and helped the parent understand the child; out of
this grew the first Parent-Teachers Association in America—a
historie milestone in the edueatmnal field. )

ALBERT EINSTEIN from Gennany, the theoretical phyelelet Wheee
discoveries in that field earned him Werld-W1de renown. _

FELIX FRANKF;JRTER from Auetrre., eeeeelete Juetlce e:E the Su-

preme Court of the Umted States.

Sueh as these have brought their. g:lfte to Amerme' 'I‘hreugheut
our h1et.ery, eertam 1mm1grente he,ve aeh1eved greatness in vermue

fields of e.ctwlty, but these alone eeuld never have ma(ie America
great. Year after year, forelgnsborn Amerme.ne, countless thou-

sands frem the greet eemmen peeple, have. played elmp]er, theugh

not leee eeeent:lal roles in making Amerlee great, It is fitting,
therefore that the eddreeeee etreee as they have frequently done,

, t‘le worth and rmportence of every 1nd1v1duel e1t12en§pert1eulerly '
of the ordinary man. . .. |

More and more the addreesee gwen at these ceremonies lnclude -
emphe.ele upon the eeeredHEee of human personality end upen the .
| mherent meheneble right te hfe, hberty, and the. puremt of he.ppl-
ness Whleh have their roots in the Dwme—not to be. teken away

R S S A S AN L 5
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by any human power. Recognition should be given to the fact that
our country is the only nation on earth that includes the right to the
pursuit of human happiness in its basie principles. _

The sacred rights of American democracy were established by the
first immigrants to America and were strengthened by the millions
whe followed them. These rights will continue to be upheld, as
they have been in the past, only as long as they are recognized not
merely as privileges to be enjoyed but as a trust to be maintained
and defended.

Maintenance and defense of this trust challenges every Ameri-
can citizen to make a positive and continuing contribution to
America. Lip loyalty is not sufficient. Repeaﬁng the American
Creed, or pledglng allegiance to the ﬂag, or singing songs about
our country becomes an empty form unless followed by actw:ltles
that add to the individual and total happiness of our people. Cele-
bration of national thldays and Citizenship Day becomes meamng-
less unless the spirit every day is a “good citizen” day.

Each citizen must do his part to make demgcracy work for all,
instead of axpecting it to work for him alone. ‘The Golden Rule
must prevall aud hate, with all of its kmdred evils, must be elimi-
nated from the heart. Hate, pre:udme, and bigotry, whether re-
ligious or racial, tear dawn and destrﬂy and can have m: plaee in
our democracy. , : S : —

The address might Well polnt out that above all the new crl:lzens
must not be content with the. progress already' made. Much yet‘
remains to be done to. achleve the ideals set by those who have gone
befcre ‘Many madequacles still emst m our Amerman life—
inadequacies that can be removed in a legal and ordeﬂy Way |
Because the ﬂag does not- fly wer a perfect country, sovereign
clhzens, genuine and faithful in purpose, must be ever mindful of
- their trust to hand on to the next generatmn a greater and better :
":Amerlca than they themselves :Ec:und

CERTIFICATES OF. NATURALIZAI‘ION AND MEMENTDS
: ' C)F THE- OCC}‘ASION’ e

Some ]udgeq make the presentatmn af certlﬁcates Qf naturahza— |
tmn a part c»f the regular cerememal These Judges beheve that the
: awardmg of certlﬁcates at th1s tlme earrles much greater 51g:n1ﬁs
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cance than the handing out of them by the clerk at a later date.
Such preeentetien requires the eeeperetien ef ceurt Qfﬁeiele, repre-

othere. Pheteg:ephe and elgneturee muet be appended to the cer-
tificates and details completed just prior to the final ceremony,
Mementos, such as small American flags, copies of the Constitu-
tion, the Declaration of Independence, or the Bill of Rights, or
of the American’s Creed, furnish a concrete symbol of the emotions
experienced at the time of the assumption of citizenship. An at-
tractive program, with the American flag decorating the front page
and the names of the new citizens printed within, may be given to
each one as a remembrance of the occasion of his admission as
a citizen. In this connection, it should be pointed out that the
souvenir need not be expensive, but it should be of sufficiently good
quality that the new citizen will cherish it as a keepsake. A
beautiful little flag, in keeping with the intrinsic worth of citizen-
ship, makes a desired mementp. Many place their first flag in
the Bible or other sacred place, and take delight in showing it to
visitors or friends. Therefore, care should be exercised that the
ﬂeg is net ef poer or eheep metene.l s

eaeh newly neturelmed eitleen the Pemphlet “A Weleome to U.S;A.

- Citizenship.” This publication is the Government’s welcome to the
- new citizen and contains personal messages from the President of

the United States, the Attorney Generel and the Cemm1esmner

| c»f Immigretmn and N eturahzetmn It is presented at the t1me of

prefer to autograph theee pemphlets befere dehvery in Qrder
to increase the pereonal toueh and make mere meamngful the
weleeme of the court at thistime, |

Generelly, repreeentativee of patrlotle orge.mzehone not iny
provide, but preeent the eauvemreto the new cltizene ocee.emnally,
the Judge himeelf makee *he preeentatmn after proper eekngwledg-
ment has’ been made to the orgamzatmn that fum;ehed them
When the latter practice is followed it is in the belief that ;the

~ memento is more highly prized if the judge presents it himself.

Also a ffieniily handshake e,nd a personal Werd of congratulation ;

LR
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by the judge to each new citizen, as he starts on another stage of
the journey of life, is most important.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The courts that make the pledge of allegiance a part of the court
ceremonial vary as to the place at which they bring it into the pro-
grem Seme make the pledge an eifeetive part of the eeremeny

ing both the eld and the new (311:128115 pertlelpete The ferelgn-bern
are thus no longer treeted separately from the rest of the group—
they are Americans now. Sometimes one of the students from the
many classes which are invited to, and usually do, attend these hear-
ings is selected to lead the pledge of allegiance. On other occasions
one of the new citizens is chosen to do so. It is a significant moment
when the entire group is caught up in a common feeling, as the new
citizens pledge, and the old renew, their allegiance to democratic
ideals.

In some instances, the pledge of allegiance follows the address
of the judge or his designated representative, and all present in the
courtroom join in. A large percentage of the new citizens know
the pledge of allegiance to the flag. In some ceremonies, particu-
larly those held in larger auditoriums or stadiums, there is an ex-
change of flags of the various countries for the flag of the United
States, after which the pledge of allegiance is repeated.

The United States flag has deep and noble significance to those
who are already citizens. In some reepeete it may have even

deeper significance to thoee who are just becoming eltleene To

those who are already e;t;z,ene, the flag symbolizes semethmg which
they now have; to those who are becemmg citizens, it symbolizes
eemethlng for which they hepe but de not yet he.ve—-fellewehlp in
the spirit of liberty and the glermue 1deele of human freedom. A
pledge of allegiance, therefore to the fleg the.t :net only eymbellzee

but guarantees the sacred r1ght of human f:eederﬂ a:nd ‘the bless- -

ings of Amerleen cltlzene}up may ﬁttmgly be given enywhere in
the courtroom or any. ether pleee

s b it
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CLOSING OF COURT
Most courts close in the usual manner. In some courts, however,
the pledge of allegiance is followed by the national anthem or
“America,” after which the retirement of colors takes place. All
stand and give proper homage to the flag. This procedure produces
an inspirational and appropriate atmosphere for the solemn closing
of the court.

<3




Chapter 4
Community Participation

'HE JOINT RESOLUTION, as stated earlier, provides for participa-
tion of civil and educational authorities and patriotic organiza-
tions in a continuous effort to dignify and emphasize the
significance of citizenship. This naturally leads to the question,
“What kind of civil and educational authorities and patriotic organ-
izations are contemplated in the joint resolution?”

Numerous organizations, groups, and individuals have partici-
pated wholeheartedly in naturali.ation ceremonies throughout the
country and have contributed 1mmeasurably to the impressiveness
of the occasions. Not all of these can be listed here. They have
included, however, members of the judiciary and of bar associa-
tions ; the Armed Forces of the United States; the American Legion
and other veterans’ Qrgamzatmns the Daughters of the American
Revolution; Colonial Dames of America; General Federation of
Women’s Clubs; National Council of Jewish Women; Boy Scouts
of America; Elks; Kiwanis; Rotary; Lions; Civitan clubs; Cham-
bers of Commerce; churches of all denominations; schools; social
agencies; and labor organizations. Addresses are often given by
members of the local Bar, faculty members of neighboring schools
and colleges, or other prominent persons. Flags, pamphlets, and
patriotic literature are generally presented by one of the local
orgamzatmns and further interest is stimulated at many hearmgs
by the presence of some of the teachers who have assisted in the
eiﬁzéﬂship clésses, It ma'y be safely' Séid that'many eourts con-
pDSSlble partmlpants in the “effgrt to dlgmfy s.nd emphasme the
significance of c1t1zensh1p

Needless to say, the same Grgamzatmn or orgamzatmns, should
not be drawn upon for every occasion. Many of those mentioned
are not found in every community. Even if all were located in
any one community, there would be no necessity or expectation
that all would partlmpate upon . all occasions. The extent to
which each organization is utilized depends upon the type of cere-

: ' 27
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mony planned and what it can sincerely and constructively con-
tribute toward carrying out the plan. The judge, with his sense of
propriety and dignity as well as his understanding of local situa-
tions, is in a position to exercise discrimination in deciding what
organizations and which individuals can best help in making an
induction ceremony effective.

The need for careful selection of the organizations and indi-
viduals who should participate gives force to the reasoning that
the judge himself should usually be chairman of the committee
to plan the program and that he should perhaps also be the master
of ceremonies. If the leadership is assumed by the judge, he can
enlist the assistance of different organizations from time to time
and can select individuals who will make the program interesting
and impressive. In this way a community movement is built up
in which large numbers of people become acquainted with the new
citizens and the naturalization ceremonies, rather than just par-
ticular o‘rganizaticns. An opportunity would thus be afforded for
eliminating both the occasional ambitious and self-seeking individ-
ual and the petty rivalries among some organizations, which tend
to disrupt and destroy the spirit of the occasion. Use should be
‘made only of those organizations or individuals who are actively
interested in citizenship activities. '

If the judge is confident, however, of his selection of properly
qualified people and is sure that no unwise or inappropriate action
will be taken by those selected, then he may delegate responsibility
for the ceremonial. This has ’been done in mainy courts with signal
success. : :

A more or less permanent advisory committee composed of
representatives of the Bench and Bar, civil and educational au-
thorities, and representatives of patriotic or other organizations
should be appointed to insure an effective ceremonial at each hear-
 ing and to integrate properly the courtroom ceremony into the
long-time, larger citizenship program that precedes and follows
this final step. If the judge himself cannot accept the chairman-
ship, he should see that a person of standmg in the commumty is
appmnted to head thls 1mportant cammlttee, a persnn whn can

under,stands the s1gn1ﬁcance Df ceremonies andr knows th tc: oba
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tain cooperation in putting on a fitting program. Well-planned
citizenship programs, in which there is an active participation by
representatives of the community not only during the court cere-
mony but also before and after, can go far toward blending the
new citizen into the community-and making him a part of America.
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PART II

N ational Citizenship

Recognition
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Chapter 1
Origin

Y ECOGNITION of the significance of citizenship is not new. The

origin of the idea of community recognition ceremonies is not
known. Here and there community celebrations were held to
honor the new citizens from other countries who had achieved
citizenship through naturalization and also the youth of our land
who had reached the age of maturity—both groups entitled to take
their places of responsibility in the civic and political life of the
Nation and the localities where they lived. Only in recent years,
however, has there been widespread effort to emphasize the signifi-
cance of American citizenship on a national scale.

In the spring of 1940, the Immigration and Naturalization Serv-
ice joined interested civie and fraternal organizations in recom-
mending to the Congress that a Naticnal Citizenship Day be estab-
lished. As a result, Congress passed Public Resolution No. 67
later that year, authorizing the President tc issue an annual proc-
lamation setting aside the third Sunday in May as “I Am An
American Day” as a public occasion for the recognition of all who,
by coming of age or naturalization, have attained the status of
citizenship.

The first Presidential preclamatmn of this newly established

“Day” was issued May 3, 1940. Since then annual celebrations

have been held in many communities throughout the Nation.
During the years that followed the first “I Am An American

Day” observance, there developed an increasing awareness of the

fact that certain of the problems and dlfficulnes encountered in

o plannmg and conducting those Qbservances were related to the i in-

apprgpnateness of the t1mmg, a Sprmg date not bemg conducive tD
~ the attammf-\nt of maximum effectiveness. Meanwhile, the earlier
B interest in- ancther mevement tc: commemorate the 51gmng of the
’Conshtutmn had been gammg mamentum '

The anstltutmn Qf the United States was Slgned on September

17, 1787, and, although that date has been referred to as Constitu-

tion Day, and theoceaEién'-vsriéusly,_can;meﬁzorated from time to

e R S i s




34 GATEWAY TO CITIZENSHIP

time by independent organized groups throughout the country,
there had never been a congressional resolution designating Sep-
tember 17 as a day for observance.

Citizenship and the C‘;Qnstitutian are inseparable. Therefcre, the

zensh;p are eloseiy relat.ed to the basic purpose of E.Dmmemoratmg
the signing of the Constitution. When the proposal to change the
date and designation of “I Am An American Day” was under con-
sideration, it seemed most appropriate to set September 17 as the
commemoration date and “Citizenship Day” as the designation of
that event.

Accordingly, on February 29, 1952, Congress, acting jointly,
repealed the earlier resolution and in the following resolution des-
ignated September 17 of each year as Citizenship Day:

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States
of America in Congress assembled, That the 17th day of September of each
year is hereby designated as “Citizenship Day” in commemoration of the
formation and signing, on September 17, 1787, of the Constitution of the
United States and in recognition of all who, by coming of age or by natural-
ization have attained the status of citizenship, and the President of the United
States is hereby authorized to issue annually a proclamation calling upon
officials of the Government to display the flag of the United States on all
Government buildings on such day, and inviting the people of the United
States to observe the day in schools and churches, or other suitable places,
with appropriate ceremonies.

That the civil and educational authorities of States, counties, cities, and
towns be, and they are hereby, urged tc make plans for the proper observance
of this day and for the full imstruction of citizens in their responsibilities
and opportunities as citizens of the United States and of the States and locali-
ties in which they reside.

Nothing herein shall be construed as changing, or attempting to change,

V’the time or mode of any of the many altogether commendable observances

of similar nature now being held from time to time, or periodically, but
to the contrary, such practices are hereby praised and encouraged.

SEC. 2. Either at the time of the rendition of the decree of naturalization
or at such other time as the judge may fix, the judge or someone designated
by him shall address the newly naturalized citizen upon the form and genius
of our Gover:ment and the privileges and responsibilities of citizenship; it
being the intent and purpose of this section to enlist the aid of the judiciary,
in cooperation with civil and educational authorities, and patriotic organiza-
tions in a continuous eﬁort to dignify and EmphaS‘.le the significance of
citizenship.,

SEC. 3. The joint resolution entitled “Joint resolution authorizing the Presi-
dent of the United States of America to proclaim I Am an American Citizen
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Day, for the recognition, observance, and commemoration of American citizen-
ship,” approved May 3, 1940 (54 Stat. 178), is hereby repealed.
SAM RAYBURN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.
ALBEN W. BARKLEY,
Vice President of the United States and President of the Senate.
Approved February 29, 1952,
HArrY S. TRUMAN.
On August 2, 1956, Congress approved a joint resolution which
authorized the designation of the week beginning September 17 of
each year as ‘“Constitution Week”, a time for study and observance
of the acts which resulted in the formation of the Constitution:
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States
of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the United States
is authorized and requested to designate the period beginning September 17
and ending September 23 of each year as Constitution Week, and to issue

such week in schools, churches, and other suitable places with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.
SAM RAYBURN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.
Ricuarp M. N1XON,
Vice President of the United States and President of the Senate.

Approved August 2, 1956.

The President each year issues a single proclamation under these
resolutions calling upon the people of this Nation to rededicate
themselves to the principles of good citizenship.

A closely related movement—one that gives significance and
effect to the annual proclamation—is the Annual National Confer-
ence on Citizenship. The Conference brings together at the Na-
tion’s Capital the most comprehensive cross section of organizations
and agencies to be found in any single National meeting. Included
are all levels from the fields of education, government and business.

The purpose of the Conference is to support and strengthen the
efforts of the people in maintaining the blessings of freedom and
justice and in protecting and perpetuating the principles and ideals
upon which this Nation is founded; to develop a more thorough
knowledge of citizenship rights and responsibilities; to inspire a
deeper devotion to citizenship obligations; to encourage even more
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effective participation in citizenship activities and to promote a
spirit of cooperation on the part of all citizens.

The holding of an Annual National Conference on Citizenship
began in 1946 and has been held annually coincident with the cele-
bration of “I Am An American Day,” or “Citizenship Day.” The
Conference was first sponsored by the United States Department of
Justice and the National Education Association. They took an
active part in the Conference until August 13, 1953 at which time
the President signed a bill passed unanimously by Congress which
granted a Federal Charter to the Conference establishing it as an
independent organization.

In recent years the Conference program on the Washington
Monument grounds in the Nation’s Capital combined naturaliza-
tion proceedings with Citizenship Day observance. The naturali-
zation proceedings precede the wreath-laying ceremony and are an
especially appropriate and impressive feature of the entire
program.

© - £ L
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Chapter 2 |
The Program

NG DETAILED OUTLINE or set of procedures for building the Citi-
-~ zenship Day and Constitution Week Program can be suggested.
Observance of the day may take any one of a variety of forms,

culiar needs. Sound planning is essential for the production of a
timely and well-balanced program in any community regardless of
whether that community is large or small, or has other
characteristics.

In order to make the program a success, careful attention should
be given to organizations from which the necessary committees are
chosen ; to the time element to avoid “last minute” problems arising
from lack of sufficient time; thorough planning by the main com-
mittee requiring regular reports of progress by subcommittees, as
well as adequate financial support for carrying out the plans.

ORGANIZATION OF COMMITTEES

It is usually desirable to organize an overall or General Com-
mittee with an Executive Committee, which in turn may set up
appropriate subcommittees. The General Committee should be
broadly inclusive of community interests. All organizations and
agencies promoting better citizenship, especially those specifically
related to the two major groups to be recognized, should be
represented. , '

Because citizenship applies to all alike, Citizenship Day and Con-
stitution Week are occasions that emphasize fundamental loyalty

- to the American ideal—not to any group or individual cause, no

sectarian, partisan, or any other interests of that nature should
ever enter into the organization and planning of the program.
The Committee should be a truly democratic one, and its chairman
and committees should be selected with only the interest of our
country in mind. , A _ S , o
To keep the program in the hands of effective leadership and
v maintain enthusiasm, the chairmanship of the General Com-
' 37
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mittee and probably the membership of the Executive Committee
should be rotated every year or two. A continuing or interim com-
mittee, or some other form of extended organization, should be
formed to follow up on plans or decisions that carry over from year
to year and to do a certain amount of work in preparation for the
program of the succeeding year. Failure to establish such a com-
mittee has been a distinet weakness in many communities. Each
year a completely new organization has to be set up, and a new
start made on planning for the celebration.

The subcommittees, appointed by the chairman of the General
Committee or named in some other way, need not necessarily be
members of the General Committee. Emphasis should be upon
obtaining people skilled and experienced in the area of the com-
mittee’s responsibility.

For example, if it is decided to have a parade, an experienced
parade committee should be appointed. To plan and supervise the
parade, determine the route, arrange for marching units, approve
the number and type of floats, and make the parade beautiful,
dignified, and patriotic, require not only an enthusiastic com-
mittee but one well versed in such matters.

Likewise, if there is to be a pageant, it is essential that the
planning and organization be in the hands of a trained person.
Experienced people can discover and utilize many resources for
pageant making in the average community.

Observance can be made more effective in any community by
enlisting the cooperation of all community resources, including
publicity media, educational and religious institutions, as well as
veteran, patriotic, social service, labor and business groups.

Some of the committees have reported successful community
cooperation as follows:

Churches have marked the observance by arranging special
orders of worship, including prayers, responses, and music appro-
priate to the occasion, or by using citizenship themes in their
sermons.

Schools have held special assemblies; pertinent programs have
been given in the classrooms. Class instruction in such subjects

as social studies and English have been geared to the subject of -
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“Citizenship” during the weeks preceding the date of the ceremony.
Poster and essay contests have been encouraged.

Clubg and lodges have presented programs based on “Citizen-
ship” just in advance of the ceremonial date.

Discussion groups have been organized,

Libraries have organized exhibits of books, maps, and pictures.

Window displays stressing the theme of “Citizenship” have been
shown by department stores.

Special radio programs and telecasts have been arranged in local
communities.

Motion picture theaters have arranged brief programs through-
out the week immediately preceding the date of the official
ceremony.,

Chapter 6 of Part III herein on programs lists sugggested com-
mittees and their duties.

RELATION TO BROADER PROGRAMS

Although the desirability of making the Citizenship Day and
Constitution Week celebrations an integral part of a long-time,
larger citizenship program cannot be discussed fully here, con-
sideration should be given to the possibility of developing this
relationship, since it is a vital factor, perhaps even the basic
factor, in the future growth of the observance. The communities
whose educational authorities, patriotic organizations, civic and
religious groups, and other agencies and individuals carry on
citizenship education before and after Citizenship Day and Con-
stitution Week not only better prepare their citizens for serious
reflection on the significance of this particular event, but condition
them for better participation in the daily activities of community,
State, National, and world life.

Communities should try to extend the period devoted to recog-
nition of citizenship beyond the annual ceremony. Activities on
every day of the week should emphasize the significance of citizen-
ship, the blessings of the Constitution, and lead to a greater under-
accompanies the final observance. :

In large centers where tens of thousands of people attend the
celebration of Citizenship Day and Constitution Week and where

.40




40 GATEWAY TO CITIZENSHIP

thousands probably see nothing more basic in the ceremony than
a spectacular display, it is especially worthwhile to emphasize
observance of a citizenship recognition week and even to hold
neighborhood celebrations, for example, in churches, schools, or
community centers during this period.

Some communities use this educational or preparatory week
for informal group discussions that will be helpful to the newly
naturalized citizen. Other communities hold meetings that are
in the nature of an interesting and valuable extension of the
studies that the new citizens have just completed to attain naturali-
zation. Occasionally these meetings take the form of brief but
inspirational presentations of the basic institutions underlying
our type of government. Often they deal with current subjects
about which the new citizen will be called upon to decide.

In some states legislation has been passed and educational plans
have been devised for the benefit of the new voter who has just
reached maturity, the better to prepare him for full and responsible
citizenship. The Extension Divisions of several universities have
participated in formulating plans for discussion groups in their re-
spective States.

No more important subject can be emphasized to the new voter
during this period of preparation than the significance of suffrage.

It is vital for every American—in fact it is the sacred duty of
every citizen-—to make known his will through the priceless herit-
age, the ballot. Yet some of our citizens, who are outstanding in
ministerial bodies, bar and medical associations, women’s clubs,
and other groups subscribe to the principle that they cannot afford
to take part in politics. They complain of bad government, yet
neglect the golden opportunity offered them to better conditions
by exercising their right to vote. Even if they do vote, many of
them cast their ballots in abject ignorance of the qualifications of
the candidates running for office and of the issues at stake—igno-
rant perhaps even of the world-shaping events that their votes
may start in motion. Millions of our citizens do not even take the
trouble to vote, either in Presidential or in local elections.

Constitution Week is an opportune occasion during which to
stress the significance of suffrage. Communities would do well to
take one day of that week to encourage one hundred percent regis-
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tration of eiigible voters and to urge an understandin. ...d com-
plete participation in elections. This could be done on a non-
partisan basis, to avoid any suggestion of political motivation.

CITIZENS CHOSEN FOR SPECIAIL HONOR

The selection of certain groups of citizens for honor on Citizen-
ship Day and during Constitution Week dramatizes recognition
of United States citizenship. Citizenship Day was instituted for
the recognition of youths of native birth jusi arrived at voting
age, and those from other countries recently naturalized.

Each year approximately three million young men and women,
who are already citizens, reach the age at which they acquire cer-
tain rights and privileges. At this time, they begin participation
in the civic and political life of their communities, States, and the
Nation. This participation requires the performance of certain
duties and the acceptance of certain coligations—in essence, dedi-
cation to the principles of the Constitution.

Each year also, by meeting the requirements of naturalization, a
large number of men and women of foreign birth acquire the rights
and privileges of citizenship and stand ready to take part in the
affairs of the Nation.

On Citizenship Day and during Constitution Week, both groups
join with all other United States citizens in publicly pledging their
willingness to shoulder their share of responsibility.

When our country honors its citizens on these occasions it gives
a national demonstration of appreciation for both groups. Through
emphasis on the significance of citizenship, this nation-wide ob-
servance helps these two groups of new voters to understand more
fully the great privileges and responsibilities that go with their
citizenship and to obtain a better concept of the patriotic, spiritual,
and moral integrity essential to the maintenance of the American
way of life.

In addition to the two major groups, many communities have
chosen also to honor individual citizens who during the year have
best exemplified the “Good Citizen”—members of the community
who have given outstanding civic and patriotic performances.

Many heroes from the armed services have been honored, and are
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still honored, at these observances. They frequently speak upon
such occasions and their remarks are always well received because
they, themselves, exemplify Americanism. Almost without ex-
ception the real hero shares this honor with the unrecognized, un-
honored, and unsung heroes. Each recognizes that no individual
plays his part alone, but that all must think and work together
for the good of the whole.

The special groups or individuals chosen for honor may be
accorded recognition in various ways. They may receive special
mention or attention during the ceremonies. They may occupy
places of prominence on the program and may receive citations
and medals, certificates of citizenship, certificates of public recog-
nition, souvenirs or mementos, or other recognitions.

On one occasion, Justice Felix Frankfurter, who came to this
country from Vienna at the age of 11, delivered certificates of
citizenship to nine men and women. Each coming from a different

country, they represented all of the new citizens who had been

naturalized during the preceding year.
Increasingly, Citizenship Day has come to be regarded as the

thereby adding to the unity from which this Nation draws much
of its strength. In essence, they pay homage to the country “which
they share in wondrous equality.” This broader significance of
the day has also been repeatedly emphasized in the annual Presi-
dential Proclamations, and by the proclamations issued by the
Governors of States, mayors of cities, and other officials.

In the final analysis, the motivations in honoring both major
groups and selected individuals on Citizenship Day and during Con-
stitution Week are the need to impress upon all members of the
community the significance of citizenship, the desire to honor all
citizens who have advanced the well-being of our country, and the
opportunity to use the occasion as a time of rededication by each
of us to the ideals and principles of the American way of life.

- GENERAL THEME
Although the fundamental or basic idea éentéring around the
significancc of citizenship is always the same, a general or national
theme, appropriate to current conditions, is suggested annually,
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Around this theme communities usually plan their special pro-
grams for the observance of Citizenship Day and Constitution
Week.

However, a fresh meaning for the word “citizenship” and a more
personal appeal to the audience can be best achieved if the theme
for the observance has a local significance, as well as meaning for
the State and the Nation. It is the unique contribution for each
locality and its close ties with the rest of the Nation that should be
kept in mind.

The theme, whatever it may be, always has as its major purpose
to keep alive the devotion to our heritage that has made this
country strong, united, and free.

It is not obligatory, however, for communities to accept the
general theme. A current local situation may make the selection
of a different theme more appropriate.

The elements and methods used to achieve the theme will differ
from place to place to meet the needs of the particular community
and to fit into the local resources from program-making. Cere-
monies include both large community-sponsored celebrations and
programs given by smaller units, such as neighborhood centers,
schools, churches, libraries, clubs and organizations. A citizen-
a big city, requires a large hall, an open square or a park or stadium,
and complicated planning; while a neighborhood program put on
by a church or school requires a less pretentious setting and no
involved planning.

Whether the observance is held in the Capital of the Nation, in
a great metropolis, or in a small town, the program should reflect
basic ideas on citizenship. If the ceremony portrays and makes
impressive such ideas, if all parts of the program—the parades,
music, and song; the pageants, tableaux, pantomime, and dances;
the addresses, essays, and reading; the prayers, pledges, oaths of
allegiance, creeds, and codes; the recognitions and awards—are
built around a central theme that emphasizes the worth and mean-
ing of United States citizenship, the occasion will be a moving and
memorable experience. If, however, the elements of the program
are thrown together and haphazardly carried out, without regard
to a unifying theme, then the ceremony can become ineffective
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and be without value for the citizens honored and for those
honoring them.

The program should be varied from year to year, both as to
selection of theme and method c¢f presentation. A community
might build a theme one year about scngs and dances of the diverse
peoples represented in its population. Another year it could give
tableaux showing the motive each group had for coming to America,
such as political or religious liberty, freedom from oppressive laws,
or better economic opportunities.

If the Bill of Rights furnishes the theme for one year, the next
year might find the community reviewing its own part in carrying
the ideals of liberty to more people or in making sacrifices to main-
tain the principles outlined in the Bill of Rights. Whatever the
theme—when used for parades, radio and television programs,
school and other group celebrations—it serves as a common link.
For any period of time, depending upon community desires, the
theme can build unity of purpose, feeling and action.

Good citizenship is an ideal for every day of the year.

PARADES

Parades leave a lasting impression if they are well organized,
colorful, spirited, and symbolic. A parade can stimulate an inter-
est and enthusiasm that make the audience emotionally responsive
to the obligations of citizenship. An inspiring, band-studded,
patriotic parade touches the hearts of those who watch it.

Some communities hold their parade on a week day, leaving
Sunday for the recognition ceremony. In other communities, the
parade precedes the main ceremony. In still other places the
parade is held during the day, with the program in the evening.

The parade should be well planned, and its posters, floats, and '

music should be in harmony with the theme of the day. The pro-
¢egsion ‘should include both old- c1t1zens and new—the younger
vater and the naturalized. Patrmtzc, fraternal, civie, and school
groups, and all other _groups and indwlduals who will help-to em-
phas;ze eammumty and natmnal umty shuuld be represented Such

and lcng-held prejudlces am:l to pre,pare all c:xtxzens f@r Wc::k,mg

‘together toward the common goal of mutual respect, understanding,
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and cooperation. A colorful parade, participated in by the many

ship by means of a pageant. Events and personages of national and
loeal history can be impressively dramatized through the use of mu-
sical interpretation, tableaux, pantomime, and dances. Episodes
that feature several national groups afford an opportunity to stress
the concept of unity that underlies United States citizenship, par-
ticularly if they have as a climax one in which the groups are unified
and appear as “Americans All.”

Some communities are fortunate in having nationality groups
that can contribute out of the richness of their cultural heritage to
the pageant with folk songs, colorful costumes, and distinective
dances. For example, one program vividly symbolized the message
of the day in a portrayal of oppressed foreign-born groups arriving
at the Statue of Liberty in search of the American ideal.

In another program, twenty-two nationalities presented

‘Men and women in the dress of their native countries represented

scenes of American industry and culture. The contrast of foreign
costumes and American scenes emphasized the unity that these

- groups achieve through their United States citizenship.

In another program, twelve scenes of pageantry and song un-

" folded in beauty and solemnity the history of the Nation’s growth

from the Indiang’ first sight of the White Man, through the Revolu-
tionary and Civil Wars, into the gay Nineties, the Spanish-Amer-
ican War, World War I, the roaring Twenties, the Thirties, and
World War II. A prologue to each sketch of these stepping stones
of the Nation gave the audience a vivid narrative picture of the
country’s history. .

One community, through tableaux, depicted Five Freedoms—

“Freedom From Want,” “Freedom From Fear,” “Freedom of

Speech,” “Freedom From Prejudice,” and “Freedom of Religion.”
The “Freedom of Religion” included a Protestant father reading the
Bible to his children; a mother of the Eastern Orthodox Church
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worshipping in the icon corner; a Roman Catholic mother and her
child praying before the Crucifix; a Jewish family gathered to
light the candles on Friday evening; and a Moslem, a Hindu, and
a Buddhist worshipping in their traditional ways.

These are only a few of the pageants of America’s history that
harmonize with the theme and spirit of Citizenship Day and Con-
stitution Week observance. Other appropriate themes for pag-
eants are: American Struggle for Freedom; Heroes of Liberty;
The Story of the Flag. No matter what theme is used for the
pageant, it should always harmonize with the general theme of
the local celebration.

Several other suggested themes could be: Redeclaration of In-

Justice for All; Progress of Our Nation; Americans All; America
of Tomorrow; The True Citizen; Working Together; Unity or
Disaster; As Strong as Its Citizens; What Price Freedom?

PRAYERS AND SERMONS
Set forth in the Declaration of Independence, and guaranteed by

the Constitution of the United States, is the principle that all men
are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights that

_ have their roots in the Divine and are not to be taken away by any

human power. These two sacred documents give substance to
aspirations that mex: have cherished in their hearts since the dawn
of history—the ideals of citizenship.

It is fitting, therefore, that all faiths join in the celebrations to
reaffirm their belief in these ideals, and to give a spiritual and
moral aspect to the occasion. They should not only contribute a
religious note to the main celebration of the day, but the morning
services should be in harmony with the day’s theme. In so doing
each member of the congregation has the opportunity of renewing
his devotion to the ideals of this country and of reemphasizing the
significance of his citizenship. ’

The observance affords the churches an unusual opportunity to
add their own important contribution to a day of high possibilities
by stressing the spiritual qualities of citizenship.

Church participation may consist of publicizing the occasion in
church bulletins and periodicals, and at gatheriugs or meetings
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of members of the congregations. In church groups, a special
service cculd be arranged to honor newly naturalized citizens, and
if there are no such citizens in a particular congregation, the serv-
ice could bring to the attention of members the contributions nat-
uralized citizens have maue to the life of our country, stressing
the need for brotherhood and unity among all groups. Discussions
of the day and its meaning could also be planned for all church
activities for the principal benefit of all young men and women
who have recently arrived at voting age as well as the newly nat-
uralized citizens. Emphasis could be placed through all available
channels upon the spiritual values underlying American democ-
racy, and appeal made to the congregations for rededication by all
to responsible and active citizenship.

are making increasing contributions to the success of Citizenship
Day observances, both in the programs celebrating the day and in
the church services. In many communities, all groups have joined
together in community programs and in the work of program com-
mittees. No creed has prevented them from doing their part to
give a spiritual impact to the principles—inalienable in origin-—
laid down by the Founding Fathers.

Communities differ in the extent to which religious groups par-
ticipate in the main ceremony. In some places only the invocation
is offered and the National Anthem closes the ceremony. In other
communities, an invocation opens the ceremony and a benediction
concludes it. In still other places, Catholics, Protestants, and Jews
have participated in the program, through an invocation, a prayer

munities participation is rotated among the several faiths, with
only one faith participating each year.

The representatives of the religious faiths who are selected to
take part in the program should be fully advised of the significance
of Citizenship Day and Constitution Week if they do not already
know and appreciate its purpose. In many of the celebrations, the
sermons and prayers have been sublime appeals for recognition
of the basic principles of citizenship.

Whether in the services of the synagogue or church, or in the
prayers of the formal celebrations, religious expression is generally

S T R T3 A bbb T SR 2 L b i Rl S B e WRLE I St £ e e e T Lol . .




48 GATEWAY TO CITIZENSHIP

woven around the essence of good citizenship—including the guar-
antees of freedom of religion.

PLEDGES, CREEDS, AND CODES

The recital of the American’s Creed, the Oath of Allegiance, and
the pledge to the Flag, the singing of patriotic songs, and the Salute
to the Flag afford opportunity for expression of the spiritual and
patriotic significance of the occasion. Especially is this true when
the recital is made impressive by stressing the meaning of each in
relation to the United States. Every one participating should have
an understanding of the meaning and significance of the creed that

Likewise, the American’s Creed is repeated with more apprecia-
tion by an audience when it realizes that the Creed sums up “the
best in American ideals, history, and tradition, as expressed by the
Founders of the Republic and its greatest statesmen and writers.”

A citizen who understands the American’s Creed, believes in its
principles, and lives up to its mandates is an American in thought
and in action.

Audience participation, if carefully planned, can be made a very
effective part of the program. Mass recital of the American’s
Creed, the Oath of Allegiance, and the Pledge to the Flag; the
singing of patriotic songs; and the Salute to the Flag should, how-
ever, be under capable direction. In order to stimulate the audience
to better understanding and deeper appreciation of the part in
which they share, the leader of audience participation may use an
emotional part of the occasion for a short but meaningful expres-
sion before the Pledge is given.

ADDRESSES

An address offers one of the best mediums for emphasizing the
importance of citizenship. Like the address to new citizens at the
court induction ceremony, it should be short and inspirational and
should center around the implications of citizenship. Speeches that
tax audiences to boredom with scattered thoughts, lengthily ex-
tended and poorly delivered, can do much to kill the effectiveness of
Citizenship Day ceremonies. Emphasizing alike the duties and
orivileges, the obligations and rights of our American citizenship,
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an address can make a lasting impression upon an audience and
deepen its devotion to our democracy.

Inrecent years many fine addresses have been delivered. Several
factors were responsible for their success. One of the most im-
portant was the care that many communities exercised in selecting
the principal speaker. Generally, only outstanding speakers, either
from the locality itself or from the outside, were chosen. Occa-
sionally, notable foreign-born citizens or heroes returned from the
battle fronts were selected. Persons from the latter groups de-
livered messages that were deeply felt by the listeners. They were
appreciated all the more because the speakers themselves exem-
plified the meaning of citizenship.

Addresses should have titles descriptive of their content, which
should follow the theme of the occasion. They should also be
worded to catch the imagination. Suggested titles, some of which
have been used, are:

I Am an American
Masters, Not Vassals of the State
America’s Real Defense
The Future—America’s Opportunity
Service—The Real Test of Citizenship
What Price Rights and Privileges
Are We Responsible, Responsive Citizens?
Privileges and Responsibilities of Citizenship
The Value of American Citizenship
Building a Better America at Home and Abroad
The Rights of Free Men
The Blessings of Liberty—How Do We Secure Them?
What the United States Means to Me
United We Stand
Citizenship in a World of Crisis
Building Understanding with Other Nations and Peoples
No Right Without a Duty
Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship
Americanism Exemplified
Thoughts on Individual Freedom
What America Means to Me
I Speak for Democracy
The Challenge of Citizenship
The Meaning of Citizenship
‘What Is Good Citizenship?
Making Democracy Work
Freedom for Whom? .
Responsible American Citizenship.
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In developing the theme of the day, speeches can be made effective
if the speakers draw illustrations from matters of local interest. A
speaker may refer to significant contributions to American life
made by the community in the past. He can emphasize “Ameri-
canism Exemplified” by extolling the characters of local sons and
daughters who have played outstanding roles, locally or nationally.
For example, he may speak of heroes who, while serving in the
armed forces of the United States, performed valorous deeds; of
scientists and educators whose efforts have turned the darkness of
ignorance into the light of knowledge; of humanitarians who, as
great servants of mankind, have added to the health, welfare, and
happiness of their fellowmen; or of others whose imagination and
skill in the creative arts have enriched the lives of their
countrymen.

Celebrations held in communities rich in historical background
afford speakers the opportunity of recalling to memory, either di-
rectly or indirectly, the spiritual heritage of which the monuments
and historical places of the community are present witness. They
can be used to instill in their listeners a deeper appreciation of their
debt to the past and of their obligations to the present and the
future.

In the Nation’s Capital, for instance, are many shrines that sym-
bolize the soul of our country, that record America’s history, and
that foretell her destiny. Pointing to the stars, the Washington
Our Country to the cause of freedom. The Jefferson Memorial em-
bodies the spirit of the man who expressed the basic principles of
our national life, who gave to this Nation its democratic mission,
and who enunciated the principle that the rights of man are uni-
versal. The Lincoln Memorial, dedicated to the memory of a man

liberty is indivisible. The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Ar-
lington Cemetery reminds us that America reverently remembers
its unknown and unsung heroes who sacrificed themselves for the
rights and privileges that we all enjoy. The National Capitol, it-
self, silhouetted against an ever-changing sky, signifies to the
world the right of a free people to govern themselves.
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Truly speakers can most effectively give vivid expression to the
rights and responsibilities of citizenship by referring to local and
national shrines. In Boston, a speaker would be most remiss if he
did not point out the inspiring meaning of the many national
shrines in and around that city : Plymouth Rock, where the passen-
gers of the Mayflower, seeking freedom of religion, landed to set
up a new type of government; Faneuil Hall, “The Cradle of Ameri-
can Liberty,” where Samuel Adams, John Hancock, and others
of Revolutionary War fame delivered their fiery speeches, and
within whose holy walls once reposed the body of Crispus Attucks,
a Negro, the first victim of the Boston massacre and America’s
first martyr to the cause of freedom; Boston Harbor, where the
famous Tea Party flung British tea overboard ; the route of Paul
Revere’s unforgettable ride in the darkness of the night to warn
of the coming of the British; Lexington Green, where the War of
Independence began; Concord Bridge, marked by a statue of the
Minute Man on which is carved the imperishable words—

Here once the embattled farmers stood and fired the shot

and Bunker Hill, which bears mu’e testimony of a military defeat
but offers eloquent proof of the unconquerable spirit that ultimately
wins when engaged in a righteous cause.

In Philadelphia, where our Nation was born, Independence Hall
and the Liberty Bell are never-ending sources of inspiration. Val-
ley Forge, nearby—representing what Washington and his ragged,
starving soldiers fought and prayed for—furnishes patriotic and
stirring material out of which speeches may be built.

On Virginia soil are many reminders of those giants in mind and
spirit who played their part upon the stage of our early national
history when our liberty-loving forefathers were small in number,
but big in hope and aspiration ; Patrick Henry, whose voice rang out
in the cause of liberty and sounded the call to battle ; George Mason,
who laid the cornerstone of individual freedom in the Virginia Bill
of Rights; Jefferson, who wrote his zeal for democracy into our
Nation’s basic charters of liberties—the Declaration of Independ-
ence and the Bill of Rights of the Constitution of the United States.

Counterparts of Hancock, Adams, Henry, Mason, Jefferson, and
Washington, and of countless other Qatriots who have stood for the
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great values of life, defended the things we love, protected the
things we cherish, and followed the God we worship may be found
throughout the history of all the broad reaches of our land.

When speakers remind their audiences of these inspirational con-
tributions to the ideals of liberty, good Americans will renew their
efforts to achieve the hopes of the future, to keep the faith of our
forefathers, to hold in deep reverence and gratitude our American
citizenship.

In this day when distance has been dwarfed, and time telescoped,
when the advance of science has brought people everywhere face to
face, speakers may well emphasize the interdependence of all
mankind.

Speakers should make clear that being a good American does
not depend upon whether one is foreign-born or native-born, but
upon whether one lives the ideals of an American. Neither race
nor creed is vital to it. We must practice brotherhood in time of
peace as in time of war.

In discussing freedom of religion and urging that religious
differences never separate the American people, many speakers
have used examples such as that of the Four Chaplains who went
to their death on the night of February 3, 1943, when a loaded
troop transport was torpedoed in the North Atlantic. Offering
words of encouragement and prayer, they moved calmly about the
deck assisting the men to abandon the ship. As the ship settled
slowly into the Atlantic, the ¥Four Chaplains, who had given up
their life-jackets to enlisted men, could be seen standing beside
the deck rail, hand in hand, in an attitude of prayer. Their reli-
gion exemplified, their heroism unsurpassed and rarely equaled,
the action of the Four Chaplains will go down in our traditions as
a shining example of what makes our country ‘“One Nation
Indivisible.” '

While expressing appreciation for the contributions to the build-
ing of America that were made by peoples from other countries
who voluntarily left the lands of their birth to become Americans,
it is desirable that speakers emphasize the need for unqualified alle-
giance to this country. ' ' '

It is well to recognize that inadequacies still exist in our Ameri-
can way of life. There are moments when the flag droops in shame
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at the selfishness and greed of some men and women who are not
true to the American heritage. A good America can become a
better America. Qur country is not perfect. Perhaps it is well
that she is not so, for then we would lose the joy of =*riving for the
goal of perfection.

There is still need for good will, understanding, tolerance and
friendship to replace the prejudice and bigotry which still prevails
among some of our citizens. Our Nation must continue to strive to
meet all basic human needs, spiritual as well as physical. Each
citizen must do his part to make democracy work for all, instead
of expecting it to work for him alone. Only as the individual citi-
zen improves can our Nation improve. In the words of the late
President Kennedy, “And so, my fellow Americans, ask not what
your country can do for you: Ask what you can do for your
country.”
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Chapter 1
Statements by

Presidents of the United States

The unity of Government which constitutes you one people is also now
dear to you. It is justly so, for it is a main pillar in the edifice of your real in-
dependence, the support of your trangnility at home, your peace abroad, of
vour safety, of your prosperity, of that very liberty which you so highly
prize. But, as it is easy to foresee that from different causes and from different
gquarters much pains wil be taken, many artifices employed, to weaken in
your minds the conviction of this truth, as tiiis is the point in your political
{ortress against which the batteries of internal and external enemies will
be most constantly and actively (though often covertly and insidiously)
directed, it is of infinite moment that you should properly estimate the im-
mense value of your national anion to your collective and individual happiness;
that you should cherish a cordial, habitual, and immovable attachment to
ity * * ¥

Citizens by birth or choice, of . zommon country, that country has a right
to concentrate your affections. The name of American, which belongs to you,
in your national capacity, must always exalt the just pride of patriotism,
more than any appellation derived from local discriminations. With slight
shades of difference, you have the same religion, manners, habits, and politi-
cal prineiples,

* * * *x * & ¥*

The bosom of America is open to receive not only the Opulent and respec-
table Stranger, but the oppressed and persecuted of all Nations And Religions;
whom we shall welcome to a participation of all our rights and privileges,
if by decency and propriety of conduct they appear to merit the enjoyment.

* * * * * * *

Respect for its authority (the Government), compliance with its Laws,
acquiescence in its measures, are duties enjoined by the fundamental maxims
of true Liberty. The basis of our political systems is the right of the people
to make and alter their Constitution of Government. But the Constitution
which at any time exists, ’till changed by an explicit and authentic act
of the whole People, is sacredly obligatory upon all. The very idea of the
power and the right of the people to establish Government ?resupposes the
duty of every Individual to obey the established Government.

* * * * * * *

The power under the Constitution will always be in the people. It is in-
trusted for certain defined purposes, and for a certain limited period, to
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representatives of their own choosing; and, whenever it is executed contrary
to their interest, or rot agreeable to their wishes, their servants can and
undoubtedly will be recalled.

THOMAS JEFFERSON :

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.

The spirit of our citizens will make this government in practice, what it is
in principle, a model for the protection of man in a State of freedom and
order.

Equal and exact justice to all men, of whatever state or persuasion, religious
or political, peace, commerce, and honest friendship with all nations, en-
tangling alliances with none.

* * * * * * *

But when we come to the moral principles on which the government is to
be administered, we come to what is proper for all conditions of society . . .
morality, compassion, generosity, are innate elements of the human consti-
tution; that their exists a right independent of force; that a right to pronerty
is founded in our natural wants, in the means with which we are endowed
to satisfy these wants, and the right to what we aecquire by those means

* * * * # * #

No man has a natural right to commit aggression on the equal rights
of another; and this all from which the laws ought to restrain him; every
and this all the laws should enforce on him; and, no man having a natural
right to be the judge between himself and another, it is his natural duty
to submit to the umpirage of an impartial third. When the laws have declared
and enforced all this, they have fulfilled their functions; and the idea is
quite unfounded, that on entering into society we give up any natural right.

* # # * * # . *

In every government on earth there is some frace of human weakness,
some germ of corruption and degeneracy, which cunning will discover, and

generates when trusted to the rulers of the people alone. The people them-
selves therefore are its own safe depositories. * * * The influence over gov-
ernment must be shared among all the people. If every individual which
compose their mass participates of the ultimate authority, the government
will be safe; * * *

* * * % * * *

We of the United States are constitutionally and consecientiously democrats.
We consider society as one of the natural wants with which man has been
created; that he has been endowed with facilities and qualities to effect its
satisfaction by concurrence of others having the same want; that when,
by the exercise of these faculties, he has procured a state of society, it is
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one of his acquisitions which he has a right to control, jointly indeed with all
those who have concurred in the procurement, whom he cannot exclude from
its use or direction more than they him. We think experience has proved
it safer, for the mas's. of individuals composing the society, to reserve to
themselves personally the exercise of all rightful powers to which they are
competent, and to delegate those to which they are not competent to deputies
named, and removable for unfaithful conduct, by themselves immediately.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN:

Let reverence for the laws be breathed by every American mother to the
lisping babe that prattles on her lap; let it be taught in schools, in seminaries,
and in colleges; let it be written in primers, spelling-books, and in almanacs;
let it be preached from the pulpit, proclaimed in legislative halls, and enforced
in courts of justice. And, in short, let it hecome the political religion of the
nation; and let the old and the young, the rich and the poor, the grave ad the
gay of all sexes and tongues and colors and conditions, sacrifice unceasingly
upon its altars.

* * % . * * * *

Theirs (our American ancestors) was the task—and nobly they performed
it—to possess themselves, and through themselves us, of this goodly land, and
to uprear upon its hills and its valleys a political edifice of liberty and equal
rights; ’tis ours only to transmit these—the former unprofaned by the foot
of an invader, the latter undecayed by the lapse of time and untorn by
usurpation—to the latest generation that fate shall permit the world to know.

* * * * * * *

Let us readopt the Declaration of Independence, and the practices and policy
which harmonize with it. Let North and South—Ilet all Americans—let all
lovers of liberty elsewhere—join in the great and good work. If we do this,
we shall not only have saved the Union, but we shall have so saved it as.to
makeand to keep it forever worthy of the saving.

‘We shall have so saved it that the succeeding millions of free, happy people,
the world over, shzll rise up and call us blessed to the latest generations.

GROVER CLEVELAND:

Let us look for guidance to the principles of true Democracy, which are en-
during because they are right, and invincible because they are just.

* * * * * * *

Therefore no true American should be willing to andarnger the interests
involved in his citizenship, nor the pride which every good man has in the
maintenance before the world of the high character of his government, by in-
action, or a careless indication of his choice for those to be intrusted with
national affairs.

If the popular will in this regard should be voiced by the intelligence and
patriotism of our countrymen, and if they should be alert and exacting in the
enforcement of their will, the danger of misgovernment and of a misrep-
resentation of our national character would pass away.
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Heretofore we have welcomed all to come to us from other lands except those
whose moral or physical condition or history threatened danger to our national
welfare and safety. Relying upon the zealous watchfulness of our people to
prevent injury to our political and social fabric, we have encouraged those
coming from foreign countries to cast their lot with us and join in the develop-
ment of our vast domsain, securing in return a share in the blessings of Ameri-
can citizenship.

A. century’s stupendous growth, largely due to the assimilation and thrift of
milliens of sturdy and patriotic adopted citizens, attests the success of this
generous and free-handed policy, which while guarding the people’s interests,
exacts from our immigrants only physical and moral soundness and a willing-
ness and ability to work.

THEODORE ROOSEVELT:

The one overshadowing fact in this process of complete Americanization, the
one side of the question that should always be borne in mind, its the enormous
benefit it confers upon the person who is Americanized. The gain to the country
is real, but the gain to the individual himself is everything. Immigrants who
remain aliens, whether in language or political thought, are of comparatively
little benefit to the country; but they themselves are the individuais most
damaged. The man who becomes completely Americanized—who celebrates our
Constitutional Centennial instead of the Queen’s Jubilee, or the Fourth of
July rather than St. Patrick’s Day, and who talks “United States” instead of the
dialect of the country which he has cf his own free will abandoned—is not only
doing his plain duty by his adopted land, but is also rendering to himself a
service of immeasurable value. '

This last point is one that cannot be too often insisted on. The chief interest
served by Americanization is that of the individual himself. A man who speaks
only German or Swedish may nevertheless be a most useful American citizen;
but it is impossible for him to derive the full benefit he should from American
citizenship. And, on the other hand, it is impossible for him, under any cir-
cumstances, to retain the benefits incident to being a member of the nation
which he has left. It would be hard to imagine another alternative where the
advantage was so wholly on one side. The case stands thus: by becoming com-
pletely Americanized the immigrant gains every right conferred upon citizen-
ship in the country to which he has come; but if he fails to become American-
ized, he nevertheless loses all share and part in the nation which he has left, and
gains nothing in return. He cannot possibly remain an Englishman, a German,
or a Scandinavian; all he can do is refuse to become an American, and thereby
make himself a kind of mongrel waif, of no importance anywhere.

* * 2 * * * *

The good citizen is the man who, whatever his wealth or his poverty,
strives manfully to do his duty to himself, to his family, to his neighbor, to the
State; who is incapable of the baseness which manifests itself either in ar-
rogance or in envy, but who while demanding justice for himself is no less
serupulous to do justice to others. It is because the average citizen, rich or poor,
is of just this type that we have cause for our profound faith in the future of
of the Republic.
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JAMES MONROE:

Such, then, is the happy Government under which we live—a Government
adequate to every purpose for which the social compact is formed; a Gov-
ernment elective in all its branches, under which every citizen may by his
merit obtain the highest trust recognized by the Constitution; which con-
tains within it no cause of discord, none to put at variance one portion of
the community. with another; a Government which protects every citizen with
full enjoyment of his rights, and is able to protect the nation against in-
justice from foreign powers, * * *

The Government has been in the hands of the people. To the people, there-
fore, and to the able and faithful depositories of their trust is the credit
due. Had the people of the United States been educated in different principles,
had they been less intelligent, less independent or less virtuous, can it be
believed that we should have maintained the same steady career or been
blessed with the same success? While, then, the constituent body retains
its present sound and healthful state everything will be safe. They will choose
competent and faithful representatives for every department. It is only when
the people become ignorant and corrupt, when they degenerate intoc a popu-
lace, that they are incapable of exercising the sovereignty. Usurpation is then
an easy attainment, and an usurper soon found. The people themselves be-
come the willing instruments of their own debasement and ruin,

ULYSSES S. GRANT:

The immigrant is not a citizen of any State or Territory upon his arrival,
but comes here to become a citizen of a great Republic, free to change his

residence at will, to enjoy the blessings of a protecting Government, where -

all are equal before the law, and to add to the national wealth by his industry.

On his arrival he does not know Stales or corporations, but confides im-
plicitly in the protecting arm of the great, free country of which he has
heard so much before ieaving his native land. * * *

* % * if any one people has more occasion than another for such thank-
fulness, it is the citizens of the United States, whose Government is their
creature, subject to their behests; who have reserved tc themselves ample
civil and religious freedom and equality before the law * * *

The United States wisely, freely, and liberally offers its citizenship to all
who may come in good faith to reside within its limits on their complying
with certain prescribed reasonable and simple formalities and conditions.
Among the highest duties of the Government is that to afford firm, sufficient,
and equal protection to all its citizens, whether native born or naturalized.

We are a republic whereof one man is as good as another befere the law.
Under such a form of government it is of the greatest importance that all
should be possessed of education and intelligence enough to cast a vote with
a right understanding of its meaning.

WiLLiIAM HOWARD TAFT:

To obey the law is to support democracy. If every man thinks every law
xnust suit Lim in order that he shall obey it, he does not support democracy
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but destroys it. The basis of good government lies in the fact that the people
are willing to obey the law as they have determined it to be.

] * * * * * *

Now popular government is not an end. It is a means of enabling people
to live together in communities, municipal, state and national, and under
these conditions to secure to each individual and each class of individuals
the greatest measure of happiness. It was to aid this ultimate purpose that
our Constitution was adopted. It was not thought by the people who made
and ratified it that the majority could always be trusted certainly to accord
to the individual just and equitable treatment in his pursuit of happiness.
The people, themselves, imposed the restraints upon their own political action
contained in the Constitution, the chief of which were the guarantees of
individual rights. The security of these rights and all our civil institutions
are nothing but means for the promotion of the happiness of the individual
and his progress and are to be so \r'egarded.

* * * * * * *

A government is for the benefit of all the peorle. We believe that this bene-
fit is best accomplished by popular government, because in the long run each
class of individuals is apt to secure better provisiosn for themselves through
their own voice in government than through the altruistic interests of others,
however intelligent or philanthropic. The wisdom of ages has taught that
no government can exist except in accordance with laws and unless the p« nle
under it either obey the laws voluntarily or are made to obey them.

WOODROW WILSON:

This is the only country in the world which experiences this constar nd
repeated rebirth. Other countries depend upon the multiplication of 1eir
own native people. This country is constantly drinking strength out o :ew
sources by the voluntary association with it of great bodies of strong me . and
forward-looking women out of other lands. And so by the gift of the fre. will
of independent people it is being constantly renewed from generation to
generation by the same process by which it was originally created. * * *

" You have just takeil “dn oath of “allegiance to the United States. Of al-

legiance to whom? Of allegiance to no one, unleSs it be" God-dertdinly not of
allegiance to those who temporarily represent this great Government. You
have taken an oath of allegiance to a greai ideal, to a great body of principles,
to a great hope of the human race. You have said, “We are going to America
not only to earn a living, not only to seek the things which it was more difficult
to obtain where we were born, but to help forward the greater enterprises
of the human spirit—to let men know that everywhere in the world there are
men who will cross strange oceans and go where a speech is spoken which is
alien to them if they can but satisfy their quest for what their spirits crave;
knowing that whatever the speech there is but one longing and utterance of the
human heart, and that is for liberty and justice.” And while you bring all
countries with you, you come with a purpose of leaving all other countries
behind you—bringing what is best of their spirit, but not looking over
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your shoulders and seeking to perpetuate what you intended to leave behind
in them. * * *

My urgent advice to you would be, not only always to think first of America,
but always, also, to think first of humanity. * * * America was created to
unite mankind by those passions which lift and not by the passions which
separate and debase. * * * We came to America, either ourselves or in the
persons of our ancestors, to better the ideals of men, to make them see finer
things than they had seen before, to get rid of the things that divide and tc
make sure of the things that unite. * * *

I was born in America. You dreamed dreams of what America was to
be, and I hope you brought the dreams with you. No man that does not see
visions will ever realize any high hope or undertake any high enterprise. Just
because you brought dreams with you, Ameri(\Fa is more likely to realize dreams
such as you brought. You are enriching us if you came expecting us to be
better than we are. * * *

A nation that is not constantly renewed out of new sources is apt to have
the narrowness and prejudice of a family; whereas, America must have this
consciousness, that on all sides it touches elbows and touches hearts with all
the nations of mankind, * * * ‘

You have come into this great Nation voluntarily seeking something that
we have to give, and all that we have to give is this: We cannot exempt ycu
from work. No man is exempt from work anywhere in the world. We cannot
exempt you from the strife and the heartbreaking burden of the struggle of
the day—that is common to mankind everywhere; we cannot exempt you from
the loads that you must carry. We can only make them light by the spirit
in which they are carried. That is the spirit of hope, it is the spirit of liberty,
it is the spirit of justice.

CALVIN COOLIDGE:

Whether one traces his Americanism back three centuries to the Mayflower
or three years to the steerage is not half so important as whether his Ameri-
canism of today is real and genuine.

* * * ® * * *

It is a truism, of course, but it is none the less a fact which we must never
forget, that this continent and this American community have been blessed
with =2 unparalleled capacity for assimilating peoples of varying races and
nations. The continuing migration which in three centuries has established
here this nation of x...2 than a hundred million, has been the greatest that
history records in any such brief period. * * *

You who represent the more recent accretions to our population know
how generously you have been received. You know how free and unquestioned
has been your access to the opportunities of this land. You have been expected
to do your honest share of the day’s work in a community which ranked produc-
tive toil as a distinction rather than a degradation. We have all taken our
chance on that condition. Because we have been willing to do so, we have
been prospered in material things and what is even more worth while, in
the things of the spirit. Generation after generation, from the beginnings
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of permanent settlement here, the country has been able to receive and
absorb a great number of newcomers from the older countries.
* * * * * * *

When each citizen submits himself to the authority of law, he does not
thereby decrease his independence or freedom, but rather increases it. By
recognizing that he is part of a larger body which is banded together for
a common purpos2, he becomes more than an individual, he rises to a new
dignity of citizenship. Instead of finding himself restricted and confined by
rendering obedience to public law, he finds himself protected and defended
and in the exercise of increased and increasing rights. It is true that as
civilization becomes more complex it is necessary to surrender more and more
of the freedom of action and live more and more according to the rule of
public regulation, but it is also true that the rewards and privileges which
come to a member of organized society increase in a still greater proportion.
Primitive life has its freedom and attraction, but the observances of modern
civilization enhances the privileges of living a thousandfold. * * * A

American citizenship is a high estate. He who holds it is the peer of kings.
It has been secured only by untold toil and effort. It will be maintained by
no other method. It demands the best that men and women have to give.
But it likewise awards its partakers the best that there is on earth. To
attempt to turn it into a thing of ease and inaction would be only to debase
it. To cease to struggle and toil and sacrifice for it is not only to cease to
be worthy of it but is to start a retreat toward barbarism. No matter what
others may say, no matter what others may do, this is the stand that those
must maintain who are worthy to be called Americans.

HERBERT HOOVER:

Who may define liberty? It is far more than independence of a nation.
It is not a catalog of political “rights.” Liberty is a thing of the spirit—to
be free to worship, to think, to hold opinions, and to speak without fear—
free to challenge wrong and oppression with surety of justice. Liberty con-
ceives that the rwind and spirit of men can be free only if the individual
is free to choose his own calling, to develop his talents, to win and to keep
a home sacred from intrusion, to rear chiidren in ordered security. It holds
he must be free to earn, spend, to save, to accumulate property that may give
protection in old age and to loved ones.

* *® * % * * *

The measure of success which the Government shall attain will depend
upon the moral support which you, as citizens, extend. The duty of citizens to
support the laws of the land is co-equal with the duty of their government
to enforce the laws which exist, * * *

Our whole system of self-government will crumble either if officials elect
what laws they will enforce or citizens elect what laws they will support.
The worst evil of disregard for some law is that it destroys respect for all
law. If citizens do not like a law, their duty as honest men and women is to
discourage its violation; their right is openly to work for its repeal.

* * * * * * *

The weakest link in the whole chain of protections to liberty is the vote.
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Other protections can be provided by law and officials designated to look
after them.

The first step in protection of representative government is the vote. But
that act is voluntary. If people do not go to the polls, freedom will die at
its‘\; roots.

It is always a mystery to me why every election there must be urging by
a thousand voices: “Go to the polls.” Either cur people must be zbsent-
minded or not concerned with their own safety. You may be sure that every
fellow with an “ism” or a wild “do-not-like” will be there. If you want to
neutralize him, then go and vote.

* * * * Co% * *

Our Constitution is not alone the working plan of a great Federation
of States under representative government. There is imbedded in it alsc
the vital principles of the American system of liberty. That system is based
upon certain inalienable freedoms and protections which not even the govern-
ment may infringe and which we call the Bill of Rights. It does not require
a lawyer to interpret these provisions. They are as clear as the Ten Com-
mandments. Among others, the freedom of worship, freedom of speech and
of the press, the right of peaceable assembly, equality before the law, just
trial for crime, freedom from unreasonable search, and security from being
deprived of life, liberty, or property without due process of law, are the
principles which distinguish our civilization. Herein are the invisible senti-
nels which guard the door of every home from invasion of coercion, of intimi-
dation and fear. Herein is the expression of the spirit of men who would
be forever free.

These rights were no sudden discovery, no over-night inspiration. They
were estahlished by centuries of struggle in whick men died fighting bitterly
for their recognition * * * Qur forefathers migrated to America that they
might attain them more fully * * * Before the Constitution could be ratified
patriotic men who feared a return to tyranny, whose chains had been thrown
off only after years of toil and bloody war, insisted that these hard-won
rights should be incorporated in black and white within the Constitution—
and so came the American Bill of Rights * * *

These rights and protections of the Bill of Rights are safeguarded in
the Constitution through a delicate balance and separation of powers in the
framework of our government. That has been founded on the experience over
centuries including our own day.

* * * % E ] * *

Liberty is safe only by a division of powers and upon local self-government
. . . It has been no dead hand that has carried the living principles of liberty
over these centuries. Without violation of these principles and their safe-
guards, we have amended the Constitution many times in the past century
to meet the problems of growing civilization. The functions of government
must be readjusted from time to time to restrain the strong and protect
the weak. That is “he preservation of liberty itself. * * *

Liberty comes aloze and lives alone where the hard-won rights of men are
held inalienable, where governments themselves may not infringe, where gov-
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ernments are indeed but the mechanisms to proteect and sustain these prin-
ciples. It was this concept for which America’s sons have died on a hundred
battlefields.

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT:

Those priceless rights, guaranteed under the Constitution, have been the
source of our happiness from our very beginnings as a nation. We have been
accustomed to take them as a matter of course. Now, however, when we see
other nations challenging those liberties, it behooves us to exercise that eternal
vigilance which now, as always, is the price of liberty. No matter what comes
we must preserve our national birthright; liberty of conscience and of educa-
tion, of the press and of free assembly, and equal justice to all under the law.

As a free people we must defend our dearly won heritage of freedom against
all assaults.

Demoeracy in many lands has failed for the time being to meet human needs.
In the United States democracy has not yet failed and does not need to fail,
and we propose not to let it fail.

We shall recognize that the Constitution is an enduring instrument fit for
the governing of a far-flung population of more than one hundred and thirty
million engaged in diverse and varied pursuits, even as it was fit for the gov-
erning of a small agrarian nation of less than four million.

* * * * * * *

The Constitution of the United States was a layman’s document, not a
lawyer’s contract. That cannot be stressed too often. Madison, most respon-
sible for it, was not a lawyer; nor was Washington or Franklin, whose sense
of the give and take of life had kept the Convention together.

This great layman’s documert was a charter of general principles, com-
pletely different from the “whereases’” and the “parties of the first part”
and the fine print which lawyers put into leases and insurance policies and
installment agreements.

When the Framers were dealing with what they rightly considered eternal
verities, unchangeable by time and circumstance, they used specific language.
In no uncertain terms, for instance, they forbade titles of nobility, the sus-
pension of habeas corpus and the withdrawal of money from the Treasury
except after appropriation by law. With almost equal definiteness, they de-
tailed the Bill of Rights.

But when they considered the fundamental powers of the new national
government they used generality, implication and statement of mere objec-
tives, as intentional phrases which flexible statemanship of the future, within
the Constitution, could adapt to time and circumstance. For instance, the
framers used broad and general language capable of meeting evolution and
change when they referred to commerce between the states, the taxing power
and the general welfare. * * *

The present government of the United States has never taken away and
never will take away any liberty from any minority, unless it be a minority
which so abuses its liberty as to do positive and definite harm to its neigbors
constituting the majority. But the government of the United States refuses
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to forget that the Bill of Rights was put into the Constitution not only to
protect minorities against intolerance of majorities, but to protect majorities
against the enthronement of minvrities.

* x* * * * * *

It required great patience between 1783 and 1788 to bring home the reali-
zaion that thirteen separate colonies, become thirteen separate states, could
not survive as thirteen separate nationalities. Leadership toward the thought
of a United Nation had to be patient, and it was. Perserverance of leadership
combined with patience has always won.

Once the Constitution was ratified it presented the outline of a form of
government. To become a workable instrument of government its words neaded
men in every succeeding generation to administer it, as great as the men
who wrote it.

And the greatest of them have been the men who have sought to make
the Constitution workable in the face of the new jproblems and conditions
that have faced the American Nation from yzar to year.

Yes, the greatest of them nave not been those who have said—*It will not
work; it cannot be done; it must be changed”—but rather those who have
applied to the Constitution of the United States the spirit of ‘full faith and
confidence” which has come down to us today from the Convention. * * *

HARRY S. TRUMAN:

T'here is no more precious possession today than United States citiz~.:ship.
A nation is no stronger than its citizenry. With many problems faciuz us
daily in this perplexing and trying era, it is vital that we have a unity of
purpose—to the end that freedom, justice, and opportunity, good will, and
happiness may be assured ourselves and peoples everywhcre.

* * * * * * ¥

The Declaration of Independence and the Constitution, when they were
written, were revolutionary documents. But they were revolutionary in a very
unusual sense.

Many revolutions are simply a resort to force and violence to impose a new
despotism upon the people. But these documents were for a very different
purpose; their aim was to make despotism impossible. Both the Declaration
of Independence and the Constitution seek to make the rule of law and the
concepts of justice the dominating factors in government. And to a large
extent they have succeeded. * * * :

These rights (The Bill of Rights) have become so well established in this
country that we take them for granted. They are so much a part of our lives
that they may seem dry and uninteresting. But the history of other countries
in recent years has showed us how vital and important they are. Recent his-
tory has demonstrated that the unrestrained use of force by government is
just as great a danger to human progress now as it was ages ago. It has
demonstrated that unless citizens have rights against the government no one
can be safe or secure. * * *

The Constitution sets up a system of checks and balances which may seem
cumbersome to us st times, but which succeeds in preventing any part of the

66



68 GATEWAY TO CITIZENSHIP

Government from having zbsolute power. Under our Constitution, it is not
only the citizens who are made to conform to the principles of justice but the
Government itself. And the citizen has the power to enforce his rights against
the Government. The rule of law is made supreme. * * *

* * * » * * *

This Nation was founded by men and women who sought these shores that
they might enjoy greater freedom and greater opportunity than they had
known before. The founders of the United States proclaimed to the world the
American belief that all men are created equal, and that governments are
instituted to secure the inalienable rights with which 21l men are endowed. In
the Deciaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States,
they eloquently'expressed the aspirations of all mankind for equality and
freedom.

These ideals inspired the peoples of other lands and their practical ful-
fillment made the United States the hope of the oppressed everyv/here.
Throughout our history men and women of all colors and creeds, of all races
and religions, have come to this ccuntry to escape tyranny and diserimination.
Millions strong, they have helped build this democratic Nation and have con-
stantly reinforced our devotion to the great ideals of liberty and equality.
‘With those who preceded them, they have helped to fashion and strengthen our
American faith. * * *

DwieHT D. EISENHOWER:

We must unitedly and intelligently support the principles of Americanism.
Effective support of principle—like success in battle—requires ecalm and clear
judgmen:, courage, faith, fortitude. Our dedication to truth and freedom, at
home and abroad, does not require—and cannot tolerate—feas, threat,' hyste-
ria and intimidation.

As we preach freedom to others so we should practice it among ourselves.
Then, strong in our own integrity, we will be continuing the revolutionary.
march of the founding fathers. * * *

Truth can make men free! And wherz men are free to plan their lives, to
govern themselves, to know the truth and to understand their fellow men, we
believe that there also is the will to live at peace.

We pray that peoples of all faiths, all races, all nations, may have their
~reat human needs satisfied; that those now denied opportunity shall come
co enjoy it t¢ the full; that all who yearn for freedom may experience its
spiritual blessings, those who have freedom will understand, also, its heavy
responsibility; that all who are insensitive to the needs of others, will learn
charity, and that the scourges of poverty, disease and ignorance will be made
to disappear from the earth; and that in the goodness of time, all peoples will

come to live together in peace guaranteed by the binding force of mutual
respectand love.

JOHN F. KENNEDY:

- The fundamental truths upon which our constitutional structure of civil
liberties is based are not very complicated or very subtle. On the contrary,
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our Foundin;; Fathers hLeld “these truths to be self-evident, that all men
are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain un-
alienable Rights, that among these are liife, Liberty and the pursuit of Hap-
piness. That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men,
deriving th. r just powers from the consent of the governed.”

In short, although our civil liberties also serve important private purposes—
above all they are considered essential to the republican form of government.
Such a government required that the consent of the yoverned he given freely,
thoughtfully, and inteiligently. Without freedom of speech, freedom of assem-
bly, freedom of religion, freedom of the press, equal protection of the laws,
and other unalienabie rights, men could not govern themselves intelligently.

The authors of the Constitution made clear their own belief that self-govern-
ment on the one hand, and the truth on the other hand that all men are
created equal and endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights
are in fact two sides of the same coin. It is up to the American people, said
Hamilton in the first Federalist Paper, “by their conduct and example, to
decide the important question, whether societies of men are really capable or
not or establishing good government from reflection and choice——.”

The basic question confronting us today is whether these fundamentals
still hold true, whether we really believe in this idea of a republic, whether
today the American people would ratify the Constitution and adopt the Bill
of Rights—or whether the dangers of external attack and internal subversion,
promoted by a foe more sinister and ™~ nowerful than any our Founding
Fathers knew, have so altered or- :r beliefs as to make these
fundamental truths no longer a stitution, of course, is still
in force—but it is a solemn cont- .11e name of “We, the People”’—
and it is an agreement that should e rcuewed by each generation.

LYNDON B. JOHNSON:

To an American, then, loyalty is not automatic acceptance of authority
but consecration to the principles of a free society.

It imposes restraints on the majority and on minorities alike. The majority
must have the right to act, but its actions must follow the course of due
process.

Minorities must retain the right to dissent, but should never confuse the
right to be heard with the right to determine policy, should never assert
the zndemocratic and arrogant claim to speak for the society as a whole. * * *

The badge of American loyalty should be more than a uniform.

Enlightened loyalty requires that each citizen take the trouble to learn
about, to discuss, to think through, the crucial issues of our time.

Enlightened loyalty demands a commitment by the citizen to the daily
life of his society. He must constantly strive to bring American practice into
accord with American precepts.

Enlightened loyalty obligates every individual to act and speak in behalf
of his beliefs, so the world will not mistake the elamor of dissenting activists
for the true voice of the nation.

* * * * * * *

The signing of the United States Constitution on September 17, 1787, gave
this Nation an effective plan of self-government—designed to assure our
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people equality and justice under law, liberty, and unparalleled opportunity
for all.

Today, one hundred and eighty years later, despite the increasing com-
plexities of our world, the Constitution continues to guard fundamental
rights.

The preservation of freedom, equality, and justice requires not only an
intelligent exercise of our constitutional rights and privileges, but a firm
recognition and support of the rights of others.

QOur citizens should be ever mindful of the oppressive conditions and in-
justices which led to the drafting and signing of the Corstitution, and of
the sufferings and sacrifices which have made it a viable, effective charter
of liberty down through the years. Against this background and in the spirit
of the Founding Fathers, they must constantly renew and strengthen their
devotion and adherence to constitutional precepts.

Our citizens—naturalized or native-born—must also seek to refresh and
improve their knowledge of how our government operates under the Consti-
tution and how they can participate in it. Only in this way can they assume
the full responsibilities of citizenship and make our government more truly
of, by, and for the people.

Ricmarp M. N1xon:

This is a very special honor for me in my capacity as President of the
United States and alsc, as an American citizen, to welcome you prior to the
time that you will be sworn in tonight as citizens of the United States of
America by Judge Robson.

As I see this group and as I speak to you, I would like to tell you how I, as
one who was born an American citizen, feel about you who chose to become
Ameriean citizens., * * ~

One of the reasons this is a great country is that we have drawn to America
over the years people from all the nations of the world, all the contitnents, all
the races. We have a very diverse country, and we have a very inteiesting
country and, therefore, a very strong country. We are very privileged that
people who were not born in America, who are not Americans by the accident
of birth, but people like yourselves who are Americans by choice from other
countries, have come to this land.

I want you to know, too, that we believe, as we look at the history of
America, that those who have come to this land have contributed enormously
to the greatness that we know today in this Nation. .

You can look back over the years. The Irish, the Poles, the Italians, the
Chinese, and the Japanese—those of us who live on the West Coast know of
their contribution—people from all the continents, Latin America, Africa,
have come to the United States, and each time they have come they have
strengthened us.

# % % % * *

The Constitution of the United States is often viewed as a revered docu-
ment drawn in a far-off time by a group of exceedingly wise men we call the
Founding Fathers. It is much more than that. The Constitution is a living set
of principles, created during a hot Philadelphia summer in 1787 by men who
were often passionate in their convictions and always jealous of the basic
rights which had been secured by the American Revolution. This Constitution

is not a museum-piece, but something as strong and as proud and as passion-

ately alive today as were the men who zreated it almost 200 years ago.
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As the foundation of our national life, the Constitution demands more than
reverence. It demands the kind of active concern we show to anything we
deeply care for. It demands our attention, our understanding of its character
and of its fundamental place in our lives. This view of the Constitution will
not allow us to pay honor to the idea unless we pay attention to the reality. It
calls upon a citizen to not only be able to demand his rights, but also to know
what they are.

United States citizenship, then, i; also demanding. But the demands are
more than matched by the benefits, Each citizen can help himself, his fel