DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 061 136 S0 002 45

TITLE Research: Annotated Bibliography of New Canadian
Studies.

INSTITUTION Toronto Board of Education ([Ontario). Research
Dept.

DUB DATE 69

NOTE 23p.

EDRS PRICE MF-$%$0.65 HC-$3.29

DESCRIPTORS #*Bilingual Education; Bilingualism; Comparative

Analysis; Cultural Awareness; #*Educational Research;

Elementary Grades; *English (Second Language) ;

*FEthnic Studies: Immigrants; Research Reviews

(Publications) ; Secondary Grades
IDENTIFIERS *Canada
ABSTRACT

This annotated bibliography of twenty-one research
reports that provide knowledge about various cultures and educational
experiences of the major ethnic groups in the Toronto schools is
designed to present information for not only special English
teachers, but other school personnel as well. The bibliography
consists of reports that aim to: 1) describe and compare native
Canadian students and immigrants in the Toronto schools; 2) summarize
teacher's responses to a questionnaire on suggestions for improving
the present system; 3) assess some of the English language skills of
a large sampling of students; 4) familiarize teachers with the
educational, cultural, historical, and economic backgrounds of
Chinese, Italian, and Greek students by describing and listing
multi-media packages; 5) provide a '"snapshot" of the initial
settlement patterns of newcomers to Toronto; 6) determine if
immigrant students are less likely to be in a five year academic
programme; and, 8) provide data about special English programs for
the New Canadian student. Related document is SO 002 744,
{Author/SJM)




ED 061136

————

‘...

| 54; co2 74§




U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH,
EDUCATION & WELFARE
~ = OF EDUCATION NEW CAN AN S
THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRO- W CANADIAN STUDIES
DUCED EXATTLY AS RECEIVED FROM ; :
THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIG- TABLE OF CONTENTS
INATING IT. POINTS OF VIEW OR OFIN-
IONS STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY
REPRESENT OFFICIAL OFFICE OF EDU.
CATION POSITION OR POLICY )

INTRODUGTIDN & B &2 % & ® & ® & % & B 8 & 2 & & & F £ F 4 % 8 E 5 5 F S & B & F A & 5 F ¥ 5 2 £ S 5 55

STUDENTS OF NON-CANADIAN ORIGIN: A DESCRIPTIVE REPORT

OF STUDENTS IN TORONTO SCHOOLS .ccevicenrancnceccanncnsss

NEW CANADIAN ACTIVITIES: SUMMARY OF TEACHERS' RESPONSES

TOAQTESTIDNNAIPE # * & B % & ¥ & B ¥ E & F S S S5 % T &S ES S P FE LSS e

TESTING SOME ENGLISH LANGUAGE SKILLS: RATIONALE,

DEVELOPMENT AND DESCRIPTION .uc.icecccsssssccsccssevssnns

CHINESE IMMTIGRANTS AND CHINA: AN INTRODUCTION TO THE
MULTI-MEDIA PACKAGE ON CHINA ..ueeeevecsnssvesnscsss

EDUCATION AND HONG KONG tcccecssssnscscsscssssissassasasns

ITATLTAN IMMIGRANTS AND ITALY: AN INTRODUCTION TO THE
MULTI-MEDIA PACKAGE ON ITALY cccesssvessnccsacnsacnsns

A CRITICAL BIBLIOGRAPHY OF MATERIALS ON ITALY .cveeeececs
EDUGATIDN AND T:TALY & ® ® & & & & & ® & & & 5 & & & & P T & § B & F L P G F B AL EFBGE

GREEK IMMIGRANTS AND GREECE: AN INTRODUCTION TO THE
METI—MEDIA PAGKA.GE ON GR:E:ECE a & " & & & F u ¥ & & 8 F 4 0 0w s R Fe

A CRITICAL BIBLIOGRAFHY OF MATERIALS ON GHREECE .c¢ccscsa-e

= F ® &

- 9

EDUCATION AND GEEECE & & & & & 5 F & & 5 & F & & 5 F 5 0 5 F F S F E EFEE & ¥ T ESFE T EF S

RECEPTION AREAS OF NON-ENGLISH SPEAKING PUPILS: AN
EXTENSION OF COST ANALYSIS DATA ccececeacecscscccnacese

STUDENTS OF NON-CANADIAN ORIGIN: THE RELATION OF
LANGUAGE AND RURAL-~URBAN BACKGROUND TO ACADEMIC
ACHTEVEMENT AND ABILITY sacecescescssssccssancansas

GRADE NINE PROGRAMME PLACEMENT —-— NON-CANADIAN BORN
STUDENTS: THEIR PLACEMENT IN GRADE NINE
PROGRAMMES AND ITS RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER FACTORS ..

TI_E "GRADUATE" ST@I ® F a2 2P 2280882 08508882 8580880 SSSsSsENES

THE SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT OF KINDERGARTEN PUPILS FOR
WHOM ENGLISH IS A SECOND ILIANGUAGE: A LONGITUDINAL
STUDY USING DATA FROM THE STUDY OF ACHIEVEMENT «ceeacess
MAIN STREET SCHOOL AND REGIONAL RECEPTION CENTRES:
A COMPARISON OF "GRADUATES" ceceecescsssasnsssssmcssosscss

11
12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19



NEW CANADIAN STUDIES

INTRODUCTION

Since the summer of 1967, the
Research Department has concentrated on a
series of interrelated studies and projects
dealing with New Canadian students in the
Toronto school systen.

Over twenty in number, the reports
cover a broad spectrum of topics and questions
of interest not only to special English
teachers, but to other school personnel as
well. They provide knowledge about the wvarious
cultures and educational experiences of the

major ethnic groups in the Toronto schools.



ReporT #60

STUDeENTs OF NonN-CANADIAN ORIGIN:
A DescriPTIVE RepPoRT oF STUDENTS IN TorRoNTO ScHooLs
(January, 1969, 74 pp.)

This repor£ is the first of the series described above. A
questionnaire was designed to aid in describing New Canadian students
in Toronto schools, and to permit general comparisons between students
born in Canada, and those born in other countries. The report describes
the characteristics of the sample population in terms of:
(a) language(s) spoken in the home;
(b) English-speaking ability on entering school;

(c) relative proportions of the various language

groups ;

(d) numbers of students receiving special

instruction in English;

(e) formal maintenance of languages other

than English outside the school;
(f) rural and urban background of students;
(g) educational background of parents.

Data were collected from a sample of some 5,700 students
representing 25 per cent of all students i1 grades 5, 7 and 9. Consequently,
generalizations can be made from the results with confidence. Some
important differences in responses to the questionnaire are clearly evident
between the Canadian born and non-Canadian born students. Later reports
will deal with students not only in terms of country of birth, but also
in terms of the various native languages, length of time in Canada, and
th? relationship of such factors to school success.

LRIC 4



REPORT #61

New CANADIAN ACTIVITIES:
SUMMARY OF TEACHERS' RESrPONSES TO A QUESTIONNAIRE

(March, 1969, 25 pp.)

This second report in the series of New Canadian studies is
based on an open-ended questionnaire sent to all teachers of English
as a second language. The teachers' opinions and comments were
invited about the following pecints:

(a) What were the most pressing problems
facing the New Canadian students and

their teachers?

(h) What were the attitudes of both parents
and students to the schools?

(¢) How effective are current activities
in the elassroom?

(d) What suggestions do you have for new
approaches to the teaching of New

Canadian students?

About 40 per cent of the teachers responded, and stated a wide
range of opinions and suggestions for improving the present system. The
responses indicated that although the teachers have numerous but
disparate observations and impressions, they are searching for relation-
ships among the aspects of the overall problem. The teachers expressed
a strong interest in finding out more about the native cultures of their
pupils, and the educational systems that have shaped their pupils'!
expectations and feelings about school. ©Some teachers expressed a desire
for formal diagnostic tools, such as culturally unbiased tests, that
would enable them to assess the students!' pcfentials and abilities more
accurately and clearly. A number of subsequent studies and reports deal

lszk? these requests.
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REPORT #62

TESTING SoME ENnGLISH LANGUAGE SKILLS:
RATIONALE, DEVELOPMENT AND DESCRIPTION
(Marech, 1969, 36 pp.)

The Research Department developed an original test to assess
some of the English language skills of a large sampling of students.

The test was based on linguistic principles in an attempt to
go beyond the traditional patterns of many current language tests, and
to create something other than the usual vocabulary or reading test.
Test directions and content were presented by tape recordings. Attention
was concentrated on some aspects of the linguistic concept of competence,
i.e. a speaker's understanding of the structure and patterns of the

language. The finished materials sample aspects of linguistic performance,

i.e. the person's ability to use his total knowledge of the language when
it is spoken. Sections of the test deal with sound discrimination and
recognition, intonation, vocabulary, and idiomatic usage. The materials
are intended to be usable with immigrant chiidren ten years of age or
older who have a limited knowledge of English.
The test was administered to more than 5,000 students in grades
5, 7 and 9. The sample included students recently arrived in Canada whose
native language was other than English; students born in Canada whose
parents speak another language; students born in Canada whose native
language was not English; and students who were English speaking monolinguals.
An analysis of the test results will be presented in a later report. At
this time, only preliminary data are available from the Research Department.
Further development and applicati@ﬁ of this test to the problems
of learning English as a second language is planned, should teachers express

ficient interest in such development.
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REPORT #64

CHINESE IMMIGRANTS AND CHINA:
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE MULTI-MEDIA PACKAGE ON CHINA

(April, 1969, 21 pp.)

In response to the needs and opinions expressed by teachers of
New Canadians (see report #61) a number of multi-media packages were
developed. These are designed to familiarize teachers with the educational,
cultural, historiecal and economic backgrounds of three groups of New Canadian
students. Each kit is conveniently boxed and contains a variety of materials

drawn from or about a particular culture. The kit on China, for example,

contains novels such as The Good Earth by Pearl Buck, the autobiographical

A Many Splendored Thing by Han Suyin, and other books on Chinese poetry,

politics, culture, religion and art. A selection of slides, filmstrips,
photographs, and a tape recording of Chinese poetry and music are included
also.

This report, and report #65 and 66, are included in the Multi-Media
Package. It begins with a concise and informative history of China, and
traces the evolution of the cultural, political, social and religious
backgrounds of the three Chinas -~ Mainland China, Taiwan, and Hong Kong.
The report is written to appeal to the general reader rather than the
speclalist, and provides some basic reference points to encourage further
exploration of Chinese culture, history, and society. An annotated list
of the materials contained in the Multi-Media Package on China is part of
the report. The Multi-Media Packages on China, Italy, and Greece (see
reports #67 and 70) have been Placed in selected schools, or are available
through the Research Department.

-
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A CrRITIicAL BIBLIOGRAPHY OF MATERIALS ON CHINA

(April, 1969, 22 pp.)

A variety of materials are available to provide background
information on the countries and cultures from which most New
Canadian students come. This report describes a selection of such
books and films on China aimed at a general audience of readers
rather than at specialists. It can be an invaluable resource to
agssist the busy teacher in selecting material for his or her own use
as well as for the use of students who wish to learn more about the
history and culture of China.

There are reviews of autobiographies by famous Chinese writers
such as Han Suyin and Chi-Ping Tung, and by Westerners who have spent
many years in China, such as Robert Loh. A number of books are
reviewed that deal with Chinese history, society, politiecs, culture
and thought. Many films, filmstrips, slides, and photographs about
China are available in and around Toronto, and these are also
reviewed. Sources of these printed and audio-visual materials are
given. The report is included alsé in the Multi-Media Package on

China. (See previous annotation.)
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REPORT #66

EpucATioN AND Hone Kone

(May, 1969, 20 pp*)

Most of the Chinese immigrants to the Toronto area come,
not from Mainland China or Taiwan, but from the tiny British Crown
Colony of Hong Kong. This report describes the 1ife of the people and
their traditions in this extremely overcrowded area. Details are
given about elementary, secondary, and higher levels of education in
terms of the curriculum of the schools, examinations, teacher preparation,
and teacliing methods.

The report describes the enormous difficulties encountered by
many Chinese families in getting their children into a private school and
finding the money to pay for their education. Although there is a publiec
school system in Hong Kong its capaclty to accommodate the total school
population is outstripped by the demand.

This information is helpful in understanding some of the
conceptions about school and education brought to Toronto classrooms
by New Canadians of Chinese origin. The report is included in the
Multi-Media Package on China, which has been placed in selected schools,

or it may be requested separately from the Research Department.




REPORT #67

ITALIAN IMMIGRANTS AND ITALY:
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE MuLTi-MED1A PACKAGE OoN ITALY
(May, 1969, 13 pp.)

The Multi-Media Package on the Italian group in Toronto
was developed in response to teachers' requests for background
information about the cultures and societies from which their students
come (see report #61).

Beginning with a concise history of Italy from a cultural,
religious, political and economic standpoint, the report focuses on
the south of Italy, as most of the Italian:immigrants to Toronte come
from that part of the country. The report shows how the "culture of
poverty" of Southern Italy and Sicily has influenced the lives of the
people. It is intended to increase understanding of the "culture
shock" felt by the immigrants when they find themselves transported
from the peasant environment of Southern Italy to the urban environment
of Toronto where many customs and values are different.

The report concludes with an annotated list of the contents of
the Multi-Media Package on Italy, which has been placed in selected schools,
or may be obtained from the Research Department. The Package contains
a variety of printed and audio-visual materials about Italy and its people.

There are several paperback books, such as The Leopard and Two Women, both

of which have been made into successful motion pictures. Included are an
Italian news magazine, a cookbook, photographs, filmstrips, and a tape
cassette of Italian music. Research reports #67, 68, and 69 are included,

or are available on request from the Research Department.
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REPORT #68
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A CrRiTicAL BisL10GRAPHY OF MATERIALS ON ITALY

(April, 1969, 26 pp.)

This report, which is pari of the Multi-Media Package on Italy,
concerns itself with literature about Italy and its people. Much of the
material deals with Southern Italy and Sicily, from which come most
Ttalian immigrants to the Toronto area.

The bibliography contains reviews of classical and contemporary
works that are well known throughout the western world. Some of the
authors represented are Dante, Machiavelli, Boccaccio, the modern
playwright Pirandello, and such novelists as Levi, Silone and Manzoni.
Some books by and about Danilo Dolei, the wealthy Italian from Northern
Italy who devoted his life to trying to alleviate some of the poverty
and injustice in Sicily, are reviewed. Sources in and around Toronto

are given for films such as Divorce Italian Style, The Bicycle Thief,

Open City and Two Women; documentary and art films, such as Michelangelo

and His Art; as well as for the books, slides, and other audio-visual

materials included in the Multi-Media Package on ltaly.
This report can be a useful guide for busy teachers, librarians,

or students in selecting materials on Italy.
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EDUCATION AND ITALY

(May, 1969, 22 pp.)

Some of the main features of the present education system in
Italy and related aspects of family life are dealt with in this report.
Tt describes the structure and content of the eight years of compulsory
education, which are firmly controlled by the Ministry of Education,
For example, curriculums and schedules are such that a student in the
rural south of Italy might well be working on the same problem at about
the same point in time as his urban counterpart in Rome.

The stricter standards of formality and discipline in Italian
schools are described, which may contribute tc some of the difficulties
experienced by the Italian immigrant child and his parents in adjusting
to the freer atmosphere of most Toronto schools.

Sections of the report deal with teacher training, teaching
methods, instructional resources, and the curriculums of elementary,
secondary, and higher education. One of the significant differences
between education in Italy and Toronto -- the prominent position of
religion in the curriculum at every level, is discussed. There is a
description of "Telescuola" (television school), an outstanding nation-
wide experiment in direect teaching through television.

This report is included in the Multi-Media Package on Italy
(see previous annotations), or it may be obtained separately on request

from the Research Department.

12
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o ReporT #/0

GREEK IMMIGRANTS AND GREECE:

(September, 1969, 20 pp.)

The Multi-Media Packages on the major ethnic groups in Toronto
were developed in answer to teachers! requests for more information
about the backgrounds of their New Canadian students. (See report #61.)

Greece has inspired some of the best travel writing in English
letters, and the report begins with a description of the country's unique
climate and geography, which seem to have impressed most visitors favourably
in the same way. The nature of the Greek people, the features of village
life, its contrasts with urban Greek living, and the roles of men and
women in present day Greece are discussed at some length. A brief historical
outline begins with "The Glory that was Greece...," sketches in the
intervening centuries, and concludes with a description of the political
upheavals in recent years. A discussion of the role of religion in
Greece completes the main body of the report.

An annotated list of the contents of the Multi-Media Package
on Greece is part of this report also. The package contains several

paperback books such as The Colossus of Maroussl by Henry Miller, Zorba

the Greek by Nikos Kazantzakis, and an autobiography by Shelagh Kanelli,

Earth and Water. Also included are a Greek news magazine, filmstrips, a
tape of Greek music and contemporary poetry, and Research reports #70, 71,
and 72, which can be requested separately. The Multi-Media Packages have
been placed in selected schools, or may be obtained from the Research

Department.

13



REporT #71

A CriTicAL BiBLIOGRAPHY OF MATERIALS ON GREECE

(July, 1969, 22 pp.)

Also part of the Multi-Media Package on Greece (see report #70),
this report contains reviews of many books about the country and its
people.

Books by Greek authors about modern Greece that are written
or translated into English, are difficult to obtain. Most of the
materials reviewed, therefore, are the impressions of non-Greeks who have
lived and travelled in this ancient land. The report begins with books
about travel and life in Greece by such authors as Lawrence Durrell.
Several of the books reviewed are by writers who lived in Greece for some
time and give their impressions of Greek language, society, folkways,
politics, and customs.

The second section of the report reviews books on ancient Greece.

contemporary poetry such as Six Poets of Modern Greece.

The report concludes with a list of all boocks and audio-visual
materials in the Multi-Media Package, and a bibliography of additional
filmstrips, slides, and feature films that are available in and around
Toronto. This report can be most useful to busy teachers and librarians

in finding materials on Greece for themselves or thelr students.

14



, REPORT #72
13 -~

EDUCATION AND GREECE

(May, 1969, 21 pp.)

A description of life in Greece that was familiar to most
New Canadians of Greek origin, and the various levels of free education
available to the Greek child opens this report. Details are given of
the courses of study and the patterns of teaching and discipline, which
are quite strict by Canadian standards.

The National Ministry of Education administers the six grades
of compulsory education in Greece, which have a common curriculum in
all schools. Secondary education is conducted largely by privately
run institutions. Parents generally have to pay for their children's
education at this stage. The classical Gymnasia, Technical and Vocational
secondary schools are described, as well as the types of higher education
available to the Greek student. Highly competitive examinations are given
after almost every year of schooling and are part of an elaborate streaming
pattern of education.

A section on family life describes some of the ways in which
the patterns of the school and the home reinforce each other in terms of
discipline, authority, work, and education as an expression of the values
of the culture in general. The report helps to explain why New Canadians
of Greek origin, both parent and student, often find education in Canada

rather difficult and bewildering.
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REPORT #/3
- 14 -

RecepTioNn AREAS OF NoN-ENGLISH SPEAKING PUPILS:
AN EXTENSION OF CosT ANALYSIS DATA

(May, 1969, 13 pp.)

Immigrants enter this country at rapid but varying rates, and
many have settled in urban areas, especially Toronto. Beyond this,
few definite statements were available about where the various immigrant
groups were settling upon arrival in the City (called Reception Areas).

In January, 1969, a questionnaire was distributed to all
teachers of special English which provided information about where some
4,200 students and their families had settled in the City at that time.
The report presents this information in a number of maps of the City
of Toronto showing the areas where various immigrant groups were located.
Even in these rough maps, some interesting patterns emerge. For example,
a large number of Italian students were heavily concentrated in two
specific areas. By contrast, there were six locations or Reception Areas
for Greeks and these were scattered across the City. Similar maps show
the Reception Areas for students of Portuguese, Chinese, Polish and
Yugoslavian backgrounds. All these data combined in one map show that
schools in six areas have eight or more different language groups among
their students.

This report provides a "snapshot" of the initial settlement

patterns of newcomers to Toronto.

16



REpORT #76

STUDENTS OF NoN-CANADIAN ORIGIN:
THE ReLATION OF LANGUAGE AND RURAL-URBAN
BACKGROUND TO ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AND ABILITY

(November, 1969, 48 pp.)

This statistical report deals with the achievement of
New Canadian students. The sample population of over 5,000 students
was drawn from grades 5, 7, and 9, and included Canadian born
monolinguals, bilinguals, and New Canadian students. (See report
#60 for full description of this population.) Four tests and teacher
ratings provided data on their achievement and ability. General
ability and language skills were measured by the following tests:
computational skills, Raven's Progressive Matrices, a picture vocabulary,
and a basic English skills test.

Differences were found in the achievement of Canadian born
and immigrant children both of whom learned English as a second
1agguage; and in comparisons between these two groups and monolingual,
English-speaking students. Although it is not possible to account
fully for the differences among these groups, one possibility discussed
is the relationship of urban to rural backgrounds.

To understand better the complex interaction of factors which
affect the average performance of various groups of students, further
analyses are in process. Later reports will examine age of student on
arrival in Canada as a factor, compare the performances of the various
language groups, and consider such variables as parents' level of

education.
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| REPORT #77
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GRADE NINE PROGRAMME PLACEMENT
NonN-CANADIAN BorRN STUDENTs: THEIR PLACEMENT IN GRADE NINE
PROGRAMMES AND ITs ReELATIONSHIP TO OTHER FACTORS
(November, 1969, 34 pp.)

Are non-Canadian born students less likely to be in a
five-year academic programme? The results of the data in repcrt 760,

Students of Non-Canadian Origin: A Descriptive Report of Students in

Toronto Schools, showed that almost 60 per cent of all Canadian born

students were in the five-year programme, while only 45 per cent of the
non-anadian born students were in this programme. By identifying

and describing some of the variables affecting programme placement,

a more comprehensive picture emerges of some of the factors involved.
Among the factors investigated were sex, urban versus rural background,
age on arrival, native language, and school performance.

It was found that two factors partly explained the lower
percentage of non-Canadian born students in the five-year programme
-~ their age on arrival, and sex. (Female immigrants who learned
English as a second language are under-represented in the five-year
programmes. The same is true for students who were over six years of
age on immigration) However, learning English as a second language in
itself was found not to be a deterrent to entering the five-year programme
becauss 73.6 per cent of students born in Canada who learn English as
a second language are in this programme.

The report indicates alsv that other factors may be involved
in the placement of immigrant students in five-year programmes. These
are related to parents' general attitudes towards education and the

@ “mportance of working for a living, and their attitudes towards the

ERIC

e sducation of women.
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, REPORT #78
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THE “GRADUATE"” STuDY
(May, 1969, 41 pp.)

Two types of programmes for students learning English as
a second language were compared in this study: (1) the Main Street
School, a full-time school for students learning English as a second
language, and (2) the "withdrawal" programme, a plan in which students
attend a regular school and are "withdrawn" from the classroom for
special instruction in English for certain periods of time.

A sample of students who had "graduated" from these two

Four tests to measure achievement and ability were administered
(computational skills, picture vocabulary, Raven's Progressive Matrices,
and teacher ratings). A comprehensive student questionnaire provided
information about country of origin, age on arrival in Canada, type of
English instruction received, language spoken by parents, parents'
education, number of years in Canada, which programme the student was
then in, and maintenance of a language other than English outside school.

Specific comparisons on each of these factors are provided in
the report. The results indicate a number of interesting points to

consider about special English programmes for the New Canadian student.
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REPORT #80
18 -

THE ScHooL AcHIEVEMENT oF KINDERGARTEN PUPILS FOR WHOM
ENGLISH 15 A SECOND LANGUAGE: A LONGITUDINAL STupy
Usine DaTta FrRoM THE STUDY OF ACHIEVEMENT

(July, 1969, 26 pp.)

The longitudinal "Study of Achievement" (see reports #20,
27, 28, 34, 34A) in which the same pupils were studied over several
years, also collected data on the language background of their
parents. This report compares the school performance of students
who learned English as a second language to those who were monolingual

in English.
Two generalizations from the data are drawn in the report:

1. The report found that the student
who learns English as a second language
has a distinctly different pattern of
school performance compared to that of
a pupil who is monolingual in English.
The student who begins school with
English as a second language is at a
dissdvantage which is soon made up.
Also, their pattern of moving out
of Toronto schools was different, as
was the incidence of referral to the
Child Adjustment Service.

2. New Canadian students were not a
homogensous group in terms of school
achievement, and some tentative evidence
was found that various national groups

differed in performance.

and discusses the implications of findings for future data analyses and

Q
JERJ(: research.
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| REPORT #81
- 19 =
MAIN STREET ScHooL AND REGIONAL RECEPTION CENTRES:
A CoMPARISON OF “GRADUATES”
(August, 1969, 52 pp.)

This report focuses on students who had participated in and
graduated from Regional Reception Centres or Main Street School -- two
approaches to preparing New Canadian students for moving into regular
classrooms in the Toronto school system. Main Street School is a school for
New Canadian students only, where the emphasis is placed on English acculturation.
Regional Reception Centres are usually portable classrooms located at a regular
school, where students are exposed to English-speaking students, but spend
their school day in the special facility until their command of English is
sufficient to attend regular classes.

Twenty-three Main Street School graduates and twenty-one Regional
Reception Centre graduates were interviewed about their school experience and
their feelings about education. To provide the necessary counterbalance for
this student-centred view, each interviewee's English teacher in the regular
school programme was asked to complete a set of ratings of the student in
such general areas as discipline, acceptance of school goals, language,
reading, ete. As the rating forms had been used previously, results were
available for another sample of Toronto students and could be used for making
comparisons.

This report quotes the students!' remarks, often poignant, about their
experiences and the problems they encountered on entering either Main Street
School or a Regional Reception Centre. One common desire expressed was to
learn English well, and the students were united in the ilmportance they
attached to this goal. The teacher ratings indicated no significant difference
in the achievement of the two types of graduates. The report presents a most
interesting picture of the multiplicity of problems facing New Canadian
O dents, and poses some interesting questions to be considered in planning

ERIC

~iucture programmes of study for such students.ﬁii_
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