T-STITUTION
PUs DATE
NOTE

EDRS PRICE
DESCRIPTORS

IDENTIFIERS

ABSTRACT

SUME

E\
G

DOCUMEN
LY 003 583

Ferguson, Douglas

The Library, the Researcher, and Computerized
Information at Stanford University; A Report to the
Director of Libraries.

Stanford Univ., Calif.

Ooct 71

23p.; (7 References)

MF-%$0.65 HC-$3.29

*Computers; Information Needs; *Information Systems;
*Library Services; *University Libraries

*Library Role; Stanford University

This report is intended to aid the library at

Stanford University in determining: (1) How it should respond to
faculty and student need to know about computer-based information
systems; (Z2) If the library has a role in supporting awareness of,
and access to information about computerized files on campus; and (3)
If the library has a role in planning services centering around large
data bases that will 11ke1y soon be available on campus. The author

concludes that:

(1) There is evidence of a need for information about

campufer—based information systems among faculty and students; (2)
There is a sizable number of computerized files or data collections

on the campus;

(3) The library is the appropriate place to respond to

the need for information about computer-based information systems;
{4) The library has unique experience and skills that would be
valuable in promoting awareness of and access to computerized files;
and (5) It is to be university's advantage for the library to
maintain active involvement with the groups that are developing a
variety of computer-based information services on campus. It is
reccmmenﬂed that the library auqment and actively sugpart services

(Authcr/SJ)




-
“

ALS. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH,
EDUCATION & WELFARE

z OFFICE OF EDUC‘;AISDN
THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REFRO-
DUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM
THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIG-
IONS STATED DO NOT Bodca OPIN.
Ny é%'éi{%%ﬁ%;ﬁém%gsﬁs OF EDU-
Fl CATIGH TICN OR POLICY.
()
Q
=
L
{
THE LIBRARY, THE RESEARCHER,
AND 7
COMPUTERIZED INFORMATION
AT
) STANFORD UNIVERSITY"
(
A Report to the Director of LI braries .
Douglas Ferguson
A
o ‘ 'SPIRES/BALLOTS Project
oo . October 1071 E




THE A

-

Table of Contents

!f“ DF TIi'ﬁS REPGRTQ\!lQﬂﬁéﬁi.iﬂiéii!iijll'!!‘i-ﬂli!!’ld‘

CD?‘ICLUSIONS AMD RECOt1MENDAT=G:%SQE‘p!;;iiti.’@i..ry"iilii

EACKGRDUF‘ID CO‘NS'DERAT"DB‘S“-Q-.i-§i§§.§!9.iiﬁl‘ilg".i..ﬂiii!

THE L

IBRARY AND THE COMPUTER GENfER: A PERSPECTIVE........

ISSUES AND ALTERNATIVES FOR THE UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES,...

LIBRARY SERVICE AND GDHPUTER*BASED INFORIMATION SYSTEMS..

PROMOTING AWARENESS OF COMPUTERIZED FILES AT STANFORD...

THE L

IBRARY AND UNIVERSITY SUPPORTED DATA BASES.veeeannn

GQIE\ICLUDINKG CO!‘AL1ENITS‘-\I"i‘.@!&il‘iiiﬂ'ﬂl!llViii}’ﬁQ!D!l.ii‘,‘

NOTES

i@.-W‘-“ii.'ﬂQiiﬂiﬂiﬁ!ji.C‘liiiii*imﬂlii-iiiylgiiijill!



THE AIM OF THIS REPORT
This report is intended to aidlthe library in determing: (1)
How it should respond to faculty and student need to know about
computer-based informatijon systems, (2) If the library has a role
in supporting awareness of, and access to informatian about
computerized files on campus, and (3) If the library has a roie
in Planning services centering around large, generally useful,
data bases that will likely be available on campus in the next
Few years. A word about terminology. For Purposes of this
report, tamputer—baseé information Systems will jnclude both
literature services such as Engineering index and non-literature
services of the descriptive data type as supplied, for example,
by the Roper Center, CcT!ectlve]y, these will be referred to ag
computer-based information Systems. Information stared on
punched cards, tapes or disks is usuaily calied machine—readable'
data but in thig report the phrase "ccmputerizediinfarmation" is
used on the analogy of printed information or recorded
information, Files and data bases are collections of
computerized information. In this report a File refers tn 3
relatively smalt coilection usually created by and for a few
speciaiists, sucth as a file of questionnaijre data, A data base
.refers to a gamewhat larger collection often prcduceﬁ and

maintained for many sizeable Fraups of users by a central

organization, such as the MARC data hase, ' .




CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Conclusions

(1) There iIs evidence of a need for information about
computer-based information systems among faculty and Students at
Stanford. (2) There !s a sizable number of computerized files or
data collections in various places on the campus, (3) The
library is the appropriate Ccampus organization to respond to the
need for information about computer=-based information systems.
(L) The l1lbrary has unique experience and skills that would be
valuable in pPromoting awareriess of and access to computerized
files on campus. (35) It is to the university's advantage for the
library to maintain active involvement with the groups that are
developing a variety of c@mpuferabased 7nForma£Icn services on

campus.,
RECOMMENDATIONS
Policy Recommendations

(1) Augmented 1ib%ary serviciﬁg of requests ahout
computer-hased informatian systems should be implemented as soon
as possihle, (Z)VPeriding awarenéss‘of and_access to
computerlized information at Stanford should bevactively supported
by the library. (3) The library sﬁauld maintain 1iason with
:graups Planning to acquire and maintain large data bases of
generally useful information.
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Implementation Recommendations

(1) Senior Librarians, especially branch librarlans, should

be consulted and encouraged to Particlipate in shaping the mode of

servicing requests for information on computer-based information
services. (2) Any service that is established should be studied
after six months of full operation to evaluate jts uséFulness,
possible discontinuance, or ways to improve it. (3) A library
administra;cr of at least department head rank sﬁould he
designated by the Director of Libraries.as the official iiason
with gfoupsgstudying_existing computerized data on campus and
planning for computer-based information systems on campus. (4) A
central file and services should be established for material on

all major computer-based information systems,
BACKGROUND CONSIDERATIONS

In 1968 a group of faculty proposed the estahblishment of é
data archive at Stanford. Because external and internal Ffunding
was not avallable, no concrete action was taken on this proposal,
As a result of continued faculty interest, in 1970 the library
recruited a pérscﬁ to work part-time on developing what was known
as a rdata tape Information service. A person was hired in
January 1971 and because of that person's untimely death a few

months later, the planning was assigned to me in April 1971.. In




parallel with these dévélapments the library has actively been
engaged in project BALLOTS which is planning to implement a
sizable data bhase (i.,e. MARC) in the second quarter of 1971 if
adequate funding is available, In addition, a research group in
the Institute for Commun ations Research (Jesse Caton and Colin
Mick) are developing an interactive statistical package called
INTERSTAT which could be used with gaFge and small coﬁputérized
files. The SPIRES group is wdrking closely with the BALLOTS
group in developing software for the search, retrieval, and

update of large literature and non-=literature data bases.

Meanwhile, other universities have actively worked to meet
their faculty and student needs for computer-hbased information
services in a number of different ways. UCLA, under sizable
grants from the National écience Foundation, is providing a data
base maintenance and search service within the library using the
library's dedicated computer. The University of Florida at
'Gainsville is providing a similar service on the campus computer
but the library is the service point for users on a state
university network. Reference librarians code all searches of
the data bases.(e.g. MARC or ERIC) and funnel the search results
back to users whether‘they are on'cémpus or at one of the other
. network schools. Cfornell has established an’ experimental
'"lnFormatlon Systems Clearinghouse" in its library staffed by one
librarian. This office maintains up~to-date m;terlal on

. computer~baser InFarmatlon systems and actnvely seeks out




researchers who might benefit from using them. These are three

different examples and others could be added.

During August and September | conducted a census data users
 survey to determine the need for computerized census data on
campus., A report on this survey and related matters was
subm|tted to the University Libraries and Computation Center on
DCtDbér 6th. As a result of strong impetus from the University
Libraries It appears likely tﬁat census data will be acquired and
maintained at StanFcrd as the first large, widely user, research‘
data base., The survey clearly established the exnstence of many
séa]] files In various locations on campus including the Campus
Facility, ACME, department computer rooms, faculty offices,
research 1aborataries,,and possibly even homes. Tha Campus
Facility provides tépe storage services for its users and has an
inventory type control of the tapes. It is not now possible for
the staff to provide éccess (such as an index) to the contents of
the tapes. Mot only is this a large task but if is by no means
certain that tape "owners" want the cénfents of their tapes

disclosed publically.
THE LIBRARY AND THE COMPUTER CENTER: A PERSPECTIVE
The library is know]edge‘recorded on various media and

skilled people who help make this knowledge accessible, A

computer center is a powerful machine, programs that control




operation, computerized infarmatién on various media, and a
skilled staff of computér'5§eciaiists_ The computer and its
related equipment is the major physical investment of the center
just as the book collection is the major physical Investment of
the library. Each organization has a Physical store, equipment,
service points and a staff. Looked at in this way libraries and

computer centers possess similarities as well as differences.

Both I{braries and computer centers store large quantities
of ianrmatiQﬁ and depend on tralned'pecple for their effective
use. A computer center staFf is:mcre technology érientej than
the staff of a library and a library staff has more publlc
service pos:tnons than a computer center staff. A cgmputér
‘(center usually has only one service point and the neei for :
accessibility is met by placing computer terminals at various
sites away from the computer center, or occassionally by setting
up another computer center. Libraries invariably have many
service points through a branch library system, Retrieval
services performed by a computer center are mainly dependent on
the computer while library retrieval services are mainly

dependent on reference librarians.

The situation is changing somewhat so that the differences
between libraries and computer centers are more of degree than of
kind. In general libraries are using computer services and

computer centers are becoming more orlented toward larger user




groups most of whom have little technical backgrcuﬁﬂ. 9rinﬁed
indexes and bibliographies in libraries are theQ produced by
édmpuier. Computer centers often have sizeable collections of
documents that explain the use of equipment, prégrams,
programming languages, etc. lt is increasingly d:FFncuit to
distinguish between the pub]u: service role of a computer user.
consultant and the public service role of a reference librarian,
though nelther can perform the others work without appropriate
training. Libraries use computer services in automation programs
and ccmputé? center personnel depend more and more on a strong

iibréry’af printed material, especially in a university setting.

Both the computer professional and the library professional
will find this discussion ignores details and 115Ferences which
~each conslders important. It is essential, though, to see the
library and the Computer center as two servijce organizations that
are becoming more not less inter-related, They -are moving claser
toward a partnership characteruzed by cooperation and a mutual
complementarity of services. Indeed the time is not far off when
the university will consider them as an indistinguishahle common '\ -
resource of iﬁfarmatiaﬁ!and serviée supporting teaching ani

research.
ISSUES AND ALTERNATIVES FOR THE UNIVERSITY LlBﬁARJES

The library must take more than judictal notice of the

9




growing role of computerized information and computer-based
information systems in the work of scholar and student. The
reasoning behfnd this statement is as faliaws. ‘There fs a
zrowing number of computer-based information systems with an
increasing body of users. Research is a major activity at
Stanford and these services support research with retrospective
literature searches, on-going current awareness products, and
individual SD! services. The high quality of computer services
at Stanford has increased the acceptance and use of computer
services among both students and faculty. .Biblicgraphical
céﬁtr@l of information about computer-based information systems
is not well developed either nationally or at Stanford. Material
about these services is scattered throughout Stanford and much of
it is probably not up~to-date. Once inforation has been
computerized it can be re-used and re-analyzed at a low
incremental cost IF IT'S EXISTENCE IS KNOWN TO POTENTIAL USERS,
This lack of hibliographic control and the hidden quality of
computerized files at Stanford (and also at nearby schools an
organizations), wastes thé time énd money of Stanford faculty and
students. Therlibrary has the knowledge, the skills, the
experience and the disseminationvsystem to imnrgve this
situation. Furthermore, an actfve role with respect to
computer-based information systems and the scholar would put the
library in closer touch with rese;rch activity and increase its
ability to :nntrfbute to planning Foz}camﬁus computer=hased

information systems.




If this reasoning is accepted the following are the {ssues
to be faced by the library Tﬁ determining its service role with
respeét to computer-based information systems: what services
should be provided, how should the services be provided, and at
what cost? Another issue is immediate services and future
services. The library's role vis-a-vis computerized files at
Stanford will be discussed following the discussion of

computer-based information systems.

LIBRARY SERVICE AND COMPUTER-BASED INFORMAT!ON SYSTEMS

Library service directed toward improving access to and use:

of computer-based information systems, has several components,
Each successive component increases the level cﬁeservice, and
also the cost. Each successive component combined with previous
components Is an alternative service conflguration that the
library can select. Here are the components of llbrary service

in this area.

‘(1) Reference service from generally available printed scurces
now in the collection., This represents no change in the present

level of library service.

(2) Reference service from specially created and maintained

manual files of materlal on each major system. This Is an

11
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additional acquisition effort (f.e. letter writing) and file
Maintainance task.

C45 Direct assistance in Preparing a service request to a system,
This adds g specialijzed reference task involving the use of
special request forms and thesauri, (e.g. lists of descriptors or
index terms).

student. Thig adds funding, accounting -and fund ailécatfcn
tasks.

(6) Assistance in formutating and coding search queries to
" locally maintained data bases,

This adds a computer training
task.

configuration consisting of Components two
1/2 FTE librartan pPlus

A service ~and
three requires Gost of mailing (bochx
letters to the Systems and on=campus dissemination) and supplies,
A service conflguration consisting of ¢6mponents two through four
requires 1 FTE ]?bfarian; ass@ming g centra] service point,
Purchase oF,thesaurf'mfght be necessary. The cost of 2 service

O




teasiouravisn fnvolving campénents five and six cannot be estimated
at this time. | recommen- that a service configuration
consisting of reference an:id announcement service be started
within the next three months, A Adirect assistance component
should be added after evaluating The first six months of service,
A declision on expanding or remaining at the first implemented

level should be made within one year.

Suggested tasks involved in |mp1ement:ng the first serv:ce

configuration are the following.

(1) select the major computer-based information systems about

which material needs to be gathered,

(2) Determine what Information exists on them in the several

libraries at Stanford,

(3) Make a copy of up-to-date material on campus for the central’

file and send FQF current materlai on the remaining systems.

(k) Set up a central file of material arranged by the name of the

organization supplying the service,
(5) Prepare a prnFlle of each system describing the suhject areas

covered, services provtded how you send in a service request an.J

the costs. This should be brief because details are supplled by




the material in the folder.

(6) Prepare a 1list of profiles by subject area listing
interdisciplinary services under more than one heading as
-required.

(7) Send this 1list to all academic departments for pasting and to
alf campus libraries. Issue a revised version no mére than twice
a vear. For services that specialize in one subject area for
which there is 2z library on campus, copies of material in the

main file should be sent to the library specializing in that

subject.

Here are sone suggestions for detailed implementation, As a

selectlion tool to accomplish task one above, begin with the
DIRECTORY OF COMPUTERIZED fNFDRMATIDN IN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY.
Since this has é comprehensive subject index, it can also serve
as a subject: index to the central file if appropriately marked,
The limitations of this work are thatlft does not contain
information on current costs and it has no sample request Fcrﬁs
or samples of the printed products or outputs. The library now
subscribes to two copies of this work, one in the Enginee%iﬁg
Library and one in the Computer Séience lLibrary. Since the
Aanﬁua] subscription rate is $175.00 the library may wish to
evaluate the need for the copy in the Computer Science Library,
My personal cbservatieﬁ ls;that_!t fs not heéessary and | think
the Cémputer.ScienceLibrarian'Wled concur.

o




To reach most resear:hers Oon campus consider #Dntrlbutlﬁg a
regular section not more than two paragraphs long "Information
Servsce; for Research" to the RESEARCH INFORMATION CENTER
BULLETIN, Hightight one or two services each issue, describing
how it can be useful in state-of the-art surveys, locating
Parallel research Projects, and keeping up with current research

in related fields., This newsletéer is issued every flve weeks by
.thé Research Information Center in the Provost's office and goes
to all faculty and al1 staff researchers, Make sure that all

librarians (including those in the Caardlnate Libraries) know of

the central file so they can use it and refer patrons to it,.

Whoever maintains the centra] file should also be familiar
wfth systems and organizations speciallizing in non- literature or
data services, e.g. flational Jpinion Research Center in Chicago,
the InterUniversity Caﬁscftium for Politieal Research in Ann
Arbor, the Roper Public Opinion Research Center in HiliiamstQWn

Mass. and of course the Survey Research Center in Berkeley. The

important thing initially is to focus on the major services an-

et out up-to-date information on them, Pcmprehens!veﬁess will
ccme*as the person(s) assigned gal? experience, Contrary to what
one would expect, researchers often do NOT know of the major
=computersbased information services in their Fie]dsi Less than
two months ago the coordlnatcr of a mulci-mlllinn ﬂc?]ar Project

In the bio=medical . scuences contacted me and he was not at all

15




familtiar with MEDLARS. Several researchers who contacted me in
my werk with the Research Information Center appreciated knowing
about computer-based information systems that would give them

literature searching assistance as part of thelr research

\0\

‘proposal preparation work.

PROMOTING AWARENESS OF COMPUTERIZED FILES AT STANFORD

The multitude of relatively small computerize files on
campus have Initial interest only to thelr creators and possibly
to a few related researéhers. Some files may have been produced
at considerable expense and effort and might be considered
proprietary until reports or articles have been issued, These
are significant limiting conditions on the creation of a campus
union (i.e. location) list of computerized files, :Against these
constderations must be balanced the fact that knowing about a
data colléctian on campus might‘save one researéher.hundreds
(even thousands) of dollars in time and out-of-pocket expense
that He'might otherwise spend in replicating the :data c011ectigni
Awareness of an existing file might give a graduate student or
another researcher ideas for re-analysis of the data to extend or
refine findings of previous studies based on the data, lé
promoting awareness of computerized Fi1es on camnpus the library
would be Fuiftliing its ée}scn—to—ﬁerscn switching function by
putting researchers in contact with one another to the mutual

arlvantage of all. The research community at Stanford is large and




geographically duspersed Anyone who has worke-d with
nterdaecup]nnary research groups at Stanford can attest to the
frequency with which seﬁeone eleeS'onﬁeIng research 4eveteils

with ones own after each has apparently been going on its own for

seme time.

How can a start be made in providing access to files on
campus? You will recall that the INTERSTAT ievelopment.greup:in
- the Communications Department ifs working intensiye]y on an
interactive Ste;istieei system that can be used to analyze many .-
different types of files. As Part of this work a preliminary
survey of files on campus may be undertaken in the next few.
months. This could be the start of a campus listing of
computerized files., Included in this survey should be questions
that eliclt the size, contents, ownership, location, and
characteristics of the file and especially the conditions under
which the owner is willing to share it. From the sur&ey a list -
“Cempﬁterized Research Files at Stanford" could be Prepared and
dlstrlbuted to all academic departments and ilbrernes Through

notices in campus publications such as the STANFORD FDJPUTAT!DJ |

CENTER BULLETIN and the RESEARFH INFORMATION CENTER SBULLETIN, |
researchers could be encouraged to voluntarily 1list their files,
-Thus list cnu]i be exchanged with similar 1lists that may be
available at Berkeley. It could also bhe dlstrlbutei to llbrar-es
and computer centers at nearby colleges and unlversltuee,

pertleularly thnse thet are part oF the verieus computer networks

Q




related to Stanford. Other schools might then be encouraged to

conduct similar surveys an in time a rewnonal union Ixst of

cbmputerized files might deveﬁop. Slde effects of thus work

include Cooperative work between researchers at atanfcrd

and at other schools and additional use of Stanford computer

services.

unnversuty. As more information becomes available in

computerized form faculty and students wil] use this along with

the pub?ushed literature. There are Slmnlarutles between

co]]ectlng printed and co]]ectlng computerized information, 3oth

require money, acquistion guideiines, and updating procedures.

They require sSome means of access or awareness to bring them to

the attention of potential users as well ag trained speci

to help people use them. There are also differences hetween a

computerized information collection and a pr:ntei information

col?ecticﬁ. Individual computerized files are NOt normally made

available widely and cheaply as are printed works,

ianrmatian
in which case it is In private hands ofr at hest in one of the
major data:archives or it is created by a commercial,

'gﬁverﬁmental, or professlnnai QFFEnlzathn -an access services

are sold to users. In both cases there is no w:de_dissemfnatzon

to Free public'service organizatians such as Iihra es.

ERIC o 18



Data bases are, however, growing in number, organizations
are increasingly selling the data bases as well as services, and
1ata bases are being created that are useful to many disciplines.
\lholesaler-=retailer relationships are deveiapiné hetween éeﬁtral
serviées and dfspersed nrganizatioﬁs. For ekampie, FRIC or
Chemical Abstracts produce tapes and companies or educational
institutions buy them and provide failcred services to their
local clientele. Such arrangements are not unknown to the
library wqrid, extending back to centralized cataloging and up to
the Library of Congress MARC service and the Hatfona? Library of

edicine's regional MEDLARS centers,

What is the role of the University Librarics as Stanford
looks toward augmenting its computerized information resources?
Purchase of a daté base is a major university expenditure of the
same order and importance as the purchase of a compiete jaurﬁa]
set, a subscription to an indéxing or abstracting service, or the
purchase of a private_]ibrary, and in addition there are ongoing
expenses and servicing requirements. The University Likraries
has a role in promoting user Involvement, in promoting user '
communication, and in providing sﬁpparting referral service, |
suggest that the library and the computer centec actlvely work to
create a faculty, student, and staff user groupr «n Jdata base |
services. 'This greuplshould de&e]op a "data tkrs- aaquistjcn

policy that sets up criteria for major purcht-zes and, makes

A i§1
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recommendations for the adequate servicing of data bases that are
aquired. This group could also he a_source of fee‘lback on the

‘usefulness of the services provided. The library should use its

universtiy community aware of the Adata hases and services. A
formal library staff liason with the Computer center and groups
developing data base services (such as INTERSTAT and aPlRES)
should keep the library staff aware of developments both
informally and through periodic reports in the STANFDRQ L13RARY
BULLETIN. In this way the library staff can provfde |
comprehensive reference services to printed and computerized
information. With the purchase of the census data base in the
near future, the library has the (opportunity to pliot test this
suggested role by ccntfnging to be involved with work on this

significant data base,
COMCLUDING COMMENTS

The recommendations of this report assume no major
reorientation of library sérv?cesf no major additional staff, and
no major training effort. The recommendations suggest a response
to a demonstrated need for which the library is well prepared,
There is now an_opportunity for libhrarians in various departments
and in the Fncrdlnate L:brarles to wark together wcth the

anputaticn Center staff, as has been ﬂcne in the past, to

(nmprave InFormatnén services to the Stanford caMﬂunity.




HOTES

Current material on several of the major computer-based
information systems has been collected and is in the SPIRES/

BALLOTS documentation files.

) THE DIRECTORY OF COMPUfERIZED IMFORMATION 1IN SCIENCE" AND
TECHNOLOGY referred to in the text is in the Eﬁgineering-anﬂ
in the Computer Science Library (2699.5 T4D5F). A éépy that ‘has
been manually updated from the Computer 5cience copy ‘is Iin the

SPIRES/BALLOTS Documentation office.

The arguments pro aﬁd con for direct servicing of data bases
" by the university library are extensiveiy discusseﬁ in HEYES; RVM
MECHANIZED INFORMATION SERVICES 1IN THE UNIVERSITY RESEARCH L!BWAEY.
Pﬁase I, Final Report (parts 1-13) UCLA, Decembher 1967, HicrcFi%é
copies are in the Documentation file "UCLA--Center for Information

Services',

A somewhat nut-dFadate but still useful work is the ALLA PUIGE
TO THE SELECTION OF COMPUTER =BASED SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOR 1Y REFERENCE
?ERVIFF% 1969. The Main Library Reference 3ervice has it on
~ order. A work of about the same date s the STUDY OF SCIENTIFIG
AND TECHNICAL DATA AFTIVITIES'FN THE Uus. acience Communications
Inc. December 1968. AD 670 606 AD 670 5a7 avan]ab]e in the UC




Berkeley Government Documents Ilbrary. A recent ani useful work

is. Carroll, Xenneth D. SURVEY DF SCIENTIFIC-TEC!NICAL TAPE SERVICES.
Amerlcan Institute of Physics. September 1970. P3 196 154, The
microfiche of this is in my file of notes which is with Mr. Lpstein, .
This file also contains miscellaneous correspondence an- file memos
including those on the Florida and Cornell approaches referred to

in the report.

Computerized information in the Humanities is reviewed in
Bowles, Edmund A. "Computerized Research in the !lumanities: A
Survey'", American Council of Learned Societies Newletter Special
Supplement. June 1968 ppl L9, An earlier work is Carlson, Garﬁ
LlTERARY WORKS IM MACHINE=- READAQLE FORM Computer Researcﬁ Cenﬁerr

“8righam Young University. July 1965 and updated in the January

1967 issue of COMPUTERS IN THE HUMANITIES. 3oth works are

available at Stanford,

A copy of the inventory printout prepared by the now defunct

founcil of Social Science Data Archives dated April 1970 is in

the ‘above mentioned Documentation files, Prof. farl Beck of the

University Center for International Studies at the University

of Pittsburg is the heir to this former NSF project, The inventory

_has not been maintalned.

The Resources and Technieai Services Division Ccmmnttee on
Descrlptlve Cataloging has a subcommittee on Rules For Catalozing
%achlne-Readable Data Files..dohn D. Byrum J?g at Pr!neetaﬁ 5

ltbrary ls Its chairman. 1 wrcte him ‘In June but never received a

The subcommittee may be inaetnve.




- Date: getaker 25, 1971

To David ¢, Unher

. If\
FRoM = Nouptas Fergusa§¥;ﬁgb

Suasect: Report on the Library and Computerized Information :
,/’ -

/ i

Attached s 3 report on what has heretofore bean called =

( the "Data Tape Information Service." | consider it to he Z
a discussion paper since it is not, as comprehensive or as <

detailed as | would have preferred, I tried to make it as
Straishtforward as possihle Keeping in mind a possihle
addience in the University Librariss and in the Cemputation
Conter,  Tha contents are mv own resporsihiltty and | Fave ]
not distrihuted j¢t Eevond jir, Fpstein iy imiadiate supnrvisar,
Mr. "orscrson and Professor Parker in his role as vour Srecial
~ssistant For Cormputer Services, I wiouls thint an mipeanded
distribution list nizht includte £Ellen Verner, Susan Yolasa

And Pater Nyesun, Otkers such as Jack Paoler and tha hkaads
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of tke Pranch libraries an+ the Coordinate Librariss vioul-l,
I Feeal Surn, ke ahlae g colnmant kﬁnwlﬂdféah]g. I hopae the
reanort is usefuyl tn You arnd your staff in developine 58rvicas
in relation tp conruterizad information, |t Was a valuahle
eXnfariasnes nreparine ie,
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