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This Year my students seemed to be very interested in the
history and develorment of the English language. In their
initial comments about what they hoped to do this vear were
several expressions of desires to learn asout the language and
words.

The unit was taught with a twelfth grade class, and their
literature text contained sammles of early Inglish; therefore

Beowulf, early HMMediewval dramas, and The Canterbury Tales are

included in the unit. All of these could be omitted for tenth
and eleventh grade students with no loss to the unit.

\The word study exercises, which'my students enjoved and wihich
are so helpful, were taken from our .langquade text: Your Language
Book 6, by Lou Labrandt, William G. Leary, bonald ». Bird, and

published by licGraw - Iill and Companz.
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OBJ=CTIVL .

Students will exnlore sone of the ronsivilities of a unit
on languacc prenaratorv to rlanninc thec unit.

"ATERIALS

ilandout of paces 4 to 8 of iliscoverincg Your Lancuage hv

Veil Postman et al

Filmstrin on historv of werds availahle from the “ledia Center

Film - Dnglish Lancuace: Storv of Its Develonment: available
from the Puslic Lihrarv

PROCEDURE

Fandout ditto and worksheets as nunils enter
Let them read handouts

Encourage reactions to story

Shov filmstrin

Ask for reactions

EVALUATION
TOomMOXrrow's papers

This idea of a pre-unit activitv came from intern Rruce Smith.
It worked very well




TCRKSIIDDT e TED  TINST  DrY

Several of vou exnressed an intcrest in the study of the

English language, vocabularv building, reading skills, and the

medieval neriod.
Our first big unit is an attemnt to combine all these
interests into an introductorv unit cn the Inolish lancuage.

-

Today we will exrnlore some of the nossibilities of such a

in

unit by
reading a handout
seeing a filmstrip
TOMORROW BRIIG DICTITDLIZRIES
You will be asked to write up vour ideas of oW such a

unit could be develoned.




TILAD

In a vorld of sniit atoms, man—-made moonz, and such movies as
“I" was a Teen-ige Visitor from Cuter Smace”. our irnagniations have
to be aquite livelv in order to ieep un with tho times. Therefore,
it should not be too hard for vou to inagine, for a moment, that
some creature frorm Venus has bheen sent to carth to okserve human
beings. MNow7, imagine further that he has heen asked by his leaders
to pavy closc attention to what human beings lock like and what kinds
of things they do. If our crecaturc made his observations even in a
casual way, he wrould nprobably notice that human beincs look verv
much:alike, but that there are diffcrences in their amnnearances.
Ee would notice, too, that Tarth ncopnle wear diffcrent kinds of
clothing and that the &iffecrences are usually accounted for by the
nature of the climate in which people live and the kind of work
thev do.

Oour creaturc would pnrobabhlv notice other things, too. For
example, Earth people usually live in grouns which sometimes do not
get along very well with one another. Thev move about on #vo lcgs
(excent for those who use somcthing callecd an “automonile™)

Thevy cat animals,; fish, nlants,. and sometimes even cach other. They
spend a third of their livss in an unconscious condition which theyw
call "slecping® (althouch somc peovle scer unconscious coven when
thev arc not slceping). Some of the Rarth nconle kecr their

vounger ané morce encrgetic mermbers locked in a building called

a “school house” for many hours of cach dav.

But, perhaps the most obvious fecature - and our crecature from
outer space would surcly not fail to okscrve it - is that human
beings are almost constantly making noiscs at cach other. In fact,
thevy stop doing this only vhen thev are slecoving or nutting food
into their mouths. If our creaturc werc veryv orsscrvant { and
supcr-intclligent creatures from outcr snace always arel) e
would notice that thesce noiscs diffcr coreatlyv, domending on
whether onc is in Tokovo, Janan. or Brcentwood, Tonc Island, or some
other remote nlace on Earth. Zssuming that our visitor were
esnecially interested in studvino this fcature of human behavior, he
would discover that thoere are morc than three thousand different
scts of noises that Earth pconle make and that each once of these
scets is known as a “lancguage. ™
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Language nage 2

ilow, imagine that our fictional visitor from outer smace has
finished his observations of Tart: rconle. I€ meots his small space
ship in some secret place. -From here he smeeds avav to the mothex
shin, which has bLeen hovering ablove the Darth's atmosmhicre waiting
for him. {The mother smaceshin, mcanvhile, has had a terrible time
trving to escanme being hit hv Imcrican and Russian rockets headed
for the moon.) The mother shin gently picks up the saucer, briefly
gives off a grecenish-blue glow, and then rockets aray at an incredikle
speed. When our visitor returns to Venus, hc makes an official
repert to his leaders from which they conciude that Larth peonle
arc more dangerous to themselves than to Srace »eonlsa, Immédiately
aftervard, he begins writing articles abdut his adventures. The %
title of his article is naturally, “I Visited a Teen-Aged Planet.” -
Shortly after it is written; it is wublished in the Sundav Idition '
of The Venutian Times. The article, of course, is too lona to ke
completely reproduced herc, but, if your imagination has becn stirred
you might like to recad pnart of what vour Venutian author =wrotc about
"language® on Earth.

“pl]l Earth veovle speak a language. & languacs is roises
These noises arc of various %inds which Earth peonlec usually
make by doing various things with their throats, tonoues, lips,
and teeth. Earth babies learn a lancguage by listcning to the.
noises that their vparents make, obscerving the things to vhich
these noiscs refer, and imitatine these noises. It is a very
clever procedure.

“Bach noise stands for something in 2 narticular
language. For cxample, a nmerson from Gcensid ., Long Island
says , mother vhen he wishers to refcr to the woran who gave
birth to him, But a pnerson from Warsav, Poland, savs, “Tiatko”
when he wishes to refer to the woman who did the same thing
for him. A person from Paris, France, savs, “Chien” vhen he
wishes to refer to a little. four-lecced aniral who annears to
He Farthman's best friend. A nerson from ILondon, Ingland
says, “dog” when he wishes to refcr to the same animal.

Each one of these noises forms a pnart of what is called the
vocarulars of a language. She vocabulary of everv language .
contains thousands of noises, since there arec thousands of things
to vhich Earth beople need to refer. The Fnolish language, for
example has a vocabularv of about 650,000 scparate noiscs vvhich
are called “words® in Inglish. ZIZverv time a ncw thino is
discovered or invented, Tarth neopic make up a noise that stands
for that thing. TFor examnle, ian recent vears some Farth »nceownle
invented a very nrimitive machine which rmakes it nossible to see




other ncoplec who arc manv miles awav. In one part of Iarth
Amcrica, the pconle thin!n that this is se ondorful that they
spend almest all of tacir free time staring at this machine.
“he thing is callced (in Znolish) a “"telcovision sct.” In the
Yipounou languagc of Africa thizre is no wav of talking about
thils machine h»ecausce thie Yipounous do not know about it.

If they did, thev would makc U» some noise -which would then be
the name of the thing. 7The chances are that such a noise
would not sound anvthing like “television set" because there
arc few noises that Yipounous make that sould like the noises
nmericans makz. In fact, if an American hcard a Yinounou
sncak, he would rnrobalilv suspect that the noises do not mean
anything at all. The vipounous would probahly think the

same thing about the American's noises. aonpnarontly,
understanding each other’s noiszes is one of thol Ziggest
problems of Earth people.®
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021D DAY
OBJECTIVE

Students will particinate in »niannine unit

INMTERIALS
VWorkshect
Composition pancr
PROCECURE

Pass out workshcet as purils cnter
Let them write

EVALUATION

Ideas from napcr




VCRISIIEZT FON 7iM SECQLID DiY
Today you are coing to helr mlan a unit on the studv of lancuacge.

First write up vour ideas in a roughs Craft on vour own n»ancr.
Proofrcad carcfully. ané then on thic Cormosition manor vrite
vour composition to turn in.

Usc as your subject
iy Idcas for a Unit on the Dnclish Language.
Your compwosition should contain thrce well develonced maracraohs.

In the first paragraph, give the Questions vou'd@ like to
expnlore about the language. Vhat are some cuestions vou'd
like to know the answers *o when the unit is over?

In the second paragramn. discuss the kinds of activitices
yvou'd like to sce the class cengage in, anvthing vou would
especially like to do: xeading, repOrts vou'd like te make
etc.

In the third paragranh give somc idca of what value
you would hope the unit would be to vou. Anything elsc you wish.




THIRD DAY
OBJECTIVE
Students will discover resources for unit

Students will develon apbility to cwvaluate uscfnlngqq of
resource material for their nceds

PROCEDURI::
Give students handouts as thev onterx
Answar any questions
Let students work
MATERIALS
Six dittos
Reference books

EVALUATION

Reports on books
(ilote: The rcports were good)




WORKSIIEET FOR THE THIRD DAY
PLEASE RCAD CARETULLY.
Today you are beinag given quite a rnacket of matcrial:
1. wvour idecas for the unit on languaoc
| 2. the schedule for the unit on language
3. The choices of contracts for the unit
4. A list of resources for the unit
5. forms for rcvorting on thce resources
Examine everything carefully and sece if vou have any gucstions.

Today you are to explore the books and materials on the table
and writc your comments on thc evaluation sheets.
get a book
take it to your desk
rcad the table of contants. Skim a few mages in
different chanters in different sections of the book.
Fill cut a form for the book, giving vour ideas about it.
Return that book to the takle and get another.
'iake five reports.
) Turn all five in at the end of the period.

Tonight yvou are to make a decision as to which contract you

wish to undertake.
Tomorrow turn in the slip showing your decision.

Tomorrow also in class bring back veour list of resources for
the unit. ‘ .

¥We will discuss the books tocether, and we can all mark
our lists with notes from the discussion. ‘ '

QUESTIOWS.



¥YCUIl ITZEAS TOR A UiIT O THE TIIGLISH LAICUAGE
Questions vou want -answered:

Ty language was decided uron as a means of communicatioan. (3)

How the English lancruage vas formed. (5)

How to find the mcaning of a word bv looking at it and bhreaking
it down.

What is language?

How did language develop and when? (4)

How do words change? (2)

Thy do we use certain words like are, is, were, do, done?

How vas the alnhabet established?

ho wrote the desk English dictionary?

Who wrote the first novel?

How did different pronunciations of the same word come about?

IHow did words get their menaings

Why did words change spe‘llngs°

How and why did punctuati. » marks come into existence?

How can we put our words don more effectively on naver?

How did differ=nt languages comne to he?

What do you want to get out of the unit?

Better ways of using words in writin
Larger vocabulary

Ability to read better

Ability to write better::

How to use the dictionary

Better understanding of the language
How to capitalize and punctuate

how to pronounce words

Improve SAT scores

Enowledge of origins of “evervdayv words
Increased interest in grammar
Knowledge of sign language

Suggestions for actuivities

Vocabularv tests

Readingand discussing artlcles

‘Reading stories

Reading plavs

Writing compositions- o - o o
Writing reports on people who have contributed to our growing
7 vocabulary . ‘

. Y




Word games

Tracing origins of words
Groun discuzsicns

Panel discussions
Sharing poems

Debates

Reading novels

Writing journals
Reading and evaluating each
Mon~erbal exercises
Snelling '

Yfovies

Lectures

* NOTE: HUMBERS IiIDICATE

other's marers



SCI.EDULE
for
CIITT O HOW OUR LMIGUAGE CILNIE ABOUT

FIRST WEEXK

¥onday: Exploring resources

Tuesday: Reports on explorations
wednesday: Readings on history of languace
Thursday: Group work: Word study

friday: Group work: Word study

SECOD WEREXK

vionday: Beowulf

Tuesday: Group work: word study

Viednesday: .readings on history of languace
Thursday: Group work:work on plays

#riday: Ballads

-

THIRD WEER

tionday: Noah's Flood
Tuesday: Written composition
yWednesday: Group work
Thursday: Group work

Friday: Chaucer

FOURTH WREX

ionday: Oral reports on storles cf words
Tuesday: Oral reports on stories of words
fiadnesday: Written composition
Thursday: Bxtra credit revorts, Reports on answers to any
guestions in which the class was interested
and which were not taken un in class, word game
Friday: Evaluation
Vocabulary lists due




CQUITRACT CIDICT
for

ULiIw CI1 HOW OUR LAIGUAGT CA'EL I3CUT

CONTRACT C

To make a grade of C for the unit you muqt

1. do all class exercises

2. make an oral rerort on the historv of two words
revorts due Monday, fourth week
words must be chosen by Fridav second treek to assure

everyone's revmorting on different words
3. adéd to your wvocasularv during the unit at least twelve
new words the words. each used in thrce csentences

are due at end of unit

CONTRACT B

To make a grade of 3 for the unit vou must
1. do all class exercises
2. make an coral report on the leQOIV of two worxds
(see contract C for details) '
3. add to yvour vocabulary twelve words
(see contract C for details)
4. participate in a grourn pnresentation of the works of
Chaucer Literature text, pages 78-115
nresentation to »e made, Friday, third week

CONTRACT A

To make a grade of A for the unit yvou nmust
l. do all class exercises
2. make an oral report on the hlstorv of two words
(see contract C for details)
3. add to your vocabularv twelve words
_ (see contract C for details)
4. participate in a groun vpresentation of the
v works of Chauaser (see B contract for detaﬂls)
5. nart1C1oate in a nreseptatlop of t:e nlav licah's Flood
literature text, nages 56 - 77 ' ,
oresentatlon to be made, ”onaav, third week

Decide on one contract and turn in the Bottom section of this vpage.

CORTRACT S’""""’C""IO“

For the unit on How our Language Came Zbout, I chose

the - contract

Your iame

15



‘DESOURCES
" for
TIIT O IOYW LALIGUAGE CAMT ABQUT

(Jote: These books were availaizlza in the school lilhcary.
The notations in each one are the nctations ‘
the students made when thev f£filled out their renorts
on the bcoks)

Barnett, Lincoln. The Treasure of Cur Tongue
(very useful)

Baugh, Albert C. A Historv of the Enalish Lancuacge

The Concise 0Oxford Dictionarv

Ernst, Ilargaret, I"ore rbout Words

_ Words
(childish, helpful)

Evans, Berxrgeu. Comfortable Words
(Like this book, authcr talling it like it is)
Evans, Bergenand Cornelia A Dicitionary of Contemmorary Mmerican

: . . Usage

Funk, Wilfred. Wora Crigins _
{great deal of information)
Hayakawa, S. I. Language in Thought and 2ction
{ difficult)
Laird, Charleton and Belene. The Tree of Ianguage

(good)
Lambert, Eloise. Our Language

(good book)
Lewis, Horman. Dictionarv of !lodern Pronunciation
Lewis, Horman. Tlord Power Made Easv
Mathews, !Mitford. American Words

(like it, answers main questions, interesting)
Mencken, H. L. The American Words:

(like it, answers main cquestion, interesting)
Morris, William and Marv | Dictionary of Word ané Phrase Origins

-12-




Morseberger, Robert E. How to Improve Your Verbal Skills
(Mainly what he wanted to learn about interested him immediately)

Onions, C. T. The Oxford Tictionarv of English Etvmology

Pei, ilario. £11 PMhout Lancuage
(answers questions he was going to ask)
Pei, Mario, Language of the Smecialists

Pei, !ario. The Storvy of Lancuacge

(good book)

Picturesque Yord Criains
(interesting and exciting, fun to read)

Radford, Edwin. Unusual Words
(very good book)

Schwartz, Rokert J. The Complete Dictionarv of Abbreviations

Severn, Bill, People Words
(would like to use this book, could really use this book)

Walkexr, John The Rhyming Dicitionarv

Wood, Frederick, Current English Usage
(heipful)

-13-
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REPORT ON RESOURCE

NAME OF BOOK:

AUTHOR:

PUBLISHER:

WHERE PUBLISHED

THEN :

Do You think this book would be of any use for this unit?

What does it contain that we could use?

What other comments would wvcu care to make?

Your :Tame
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report on resource

NAME OF BOOK

AUTHOR:

PUBLISHLER:

WHERE PUBLISHED:

WHEN :

DO YOU THINKK THIS BOOX WCULD BL CF ANY USE FOR TEIS UNIT?

WEAT DOES IT CONTAIN THAT ' COULD USE?

¥hat other comments would vou care to make?




rQURDE DRY

OBJECTIVE

Students will develop anility to evaluate usefulness of
resource material for their needs.

MATERIALS
reference books

list of resources
repoxrt forms

PROCEDURE
Collect contract selections
Ansver anyv questicns

Return report forms
Have books evaluated orally one hy one

EVALUATION

Discussion
Use of books

The kids were vervy bashful about speakince up

-15-
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FIFTH DAY

OBJECTIVES

Students will develon ability to read with comprehension.
Students will gather information about the history of the
English lanqguage.

IMATERIALS

The school library

Reading Worksheets

nrocedure

lleet kids in the library

Pass out reading worksheets

Let students find the answers to guestions

Collect worksheet at the end of neriod
EVALUATION

Worksheets

Assignment

Read passages from Beowolf




. NAMTE,

A
AT

READIIIG TXTCRCIST
THE HISTGRY &Y MNWWELCRHENT OrF TIIN DXIGLISH LALIGUAGE

Today you will have the onmmortunitv to trace the history and
development of the Bnglish languace as yvou can find it in the
reference books in our librarv.

BE SURE YCU TURN THIS PAPER I AT THEL END OFF THL PERIOD, EVEIl IF
YOU EAVE 110T FILIISIIED.

1. To what language family does English belong?

2. Define "living¥ and “dead"” when used about languages.

3. List the four languages that are the direct ancestors of
. modern English.

4, Vvho controlled England in 1 A.D.?

5. Who were the next concuerors?

6. How rnuch influence did these neonles have on Inglish?

7. %Who were the next conquerors?

8. That effect did they have on the lancuage of England?

‘9. How 4id we get our alohahet?

10. List three graxm ﬂmatlcal forms that had thelr origins in Ol1d

Eﬁgllsh

—-17-




"11. How did the Scandénavian influence come.into'English?'

12, Give an'eXample'of Cld,EngliSh'literature-

13. Giwve the date,'biace,'and nersonnages o? the last successful
' 'mllltarv .invasion of quland. = s -~

14. what effect dld thls conquest have on T='n<:r13_sl.?"-; '5e~ l' “ -

lS.eWhat7three-languages,verefbeingfﬁsedxinitﬁglaﬁd_attthis.time?‘;‘

16. Who was using each one?___

 17. What was the PTime factor that made English triumph?

18. Whau great change in Engllsg took Dlace durlng the nerloa of7
Mlddle Enqllsh° : S o S \ AT

L UNItel L e

' 19. What is the literary masterpiece of the period? The author? =




| SIXTH DAY
OBJECTIVE .

Students will: dlscover tnat Anclo—Sayon is the malnstream
of the Engllsh ‘language.

PROCEDURE "
Before the class enters arrange chairs in five circles, PUT
worksheets in order, 1,2,3,4,5, 1,2,3,4,5, etc. ' '
Pass out worksheets as students entexr '
Let students follow directions.
Call for .answers to first task as soon as roll Lg—qhecked
Be ‘sure evervone knows how to find derivation.

Let class work in grouns.
Fifteen minutes before end of oerlod reassemble.

Discuss findings.
. Collect rwers.
MATERTALS
Worksneets. :
Colleglate dlctlonarles
EVALUATION = - A - T

Worksheets - e SRR e
' Well done. Kid's enjoyed the work

ers

;;Ezfr;:f“Q  i¥



WORKSHEET FOR THE SIXTH DAY

Today in small groups vou are goinc to be exploring the
sources of modern English. '

~ You are assigned in GROUP 1. Take a seat in the first circle
as you enter the room. : :

Since we are not sitting in our regular seats todav, the roll
will be taken by the work we do. Be sure to pass in this
paper at the end of the period, or VOL will bc maxked absent.

The first task for you-today-ls.to.look up the word

man woman child food N drink shelter
NOTE TO TEACHER: FEach student in the groun received a
different word) Leave this line bhlank when vou reach the ditto
Then write in the word)
in thewNew:COlleaiate Dictionarv. What*is its derivation?
Your answer. w1ll be called for as soon as the oerlod beglns.

Once we know how to find derlvatlons, your groumn has three tasks
to do today.
Use both sides of this paper
At a gquarter to ten, we will turn our seats back to the uqual
order and dlscuss our flndlngq with the full class.

Assignments for GROUP 1:

Exercise A Look up the follOW1no words and ‘ - head

see to which language thev can o hair
‘?,be traced. - . o , : - eye.

' : s T ‘ . nose
Exercise B- ﬁUhat are the oldest recorded : . 1live
' sources. to these words° What . come
does the commonplace nature of , do -

these words suggest about - . ‘ work

‘lmportance of- these sources?_'T - - buy
: A . read
- drive

- walk

.19




‘Exercise C- Look up each word, excent the.names of people
R ‘ places, in your dictipnaries to £ind its source,
Write the abbreviation of the source over each
word. ‘Compile an alphabetical list of the
~ abbreviations. After ecach item enter the number
of words after each passage that are derived
from this source.

Selection from Hark Twain

The Adv. of Huckelberry Finn

You don't know about me without

have you read a book by the name of

The Adventures of Tom Sawver; but that
ain't no matter. That book was

made by lMr. lMark Twain, and he tol

the truth, mainly. There was things
that he stretched,; but mainly he

told the truth.




NAME

DATE

WORKSHEET FOR THE SIXTH DAY

Today in small groups you are going to be exploring the sources
of modern English.

You are assigned to GROUP 2. Take a seat'invthe second circle
- by the blackboard. '

Since we are not sitting in our regular seats today, the roll
will be taken by the work we do. Be sure to pass in this paper
at the end of the period, or ycu will be marked absent.

The first task for you today is to look up the word
clothes - tools - fire - rain - wind - earth
(Same note for teacber as on first worksheetf

~in the New Collegiate Dictionary. What is the derivation?
Your answer Will be called for as soon as the period begins. -
Once we know how to find der1vatlons, your group has three

tasks to do today.

Use both sides of this paper.
At a quarter to ten, we wil! turn our seats back to the usual

order and discuss our findings with the full class.

Assignments for GROUP 2:

Exercise A - Look up the following words and see to mouth
' which language they can be traced. . - tooth
' ' shin
_neck
breast
Exercise B - What are the oldest recorded = die
sources to these words? What : o go
~ does the commonplace nature of - make
theése words suggest about the o play
importance of these sources? . sell
o : o ’ S : - write
ride
fun

'12Or~””' -
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Exercise C - Lock up each word, except the names of people
and places, in your dictionaries to find its
socurce., MWrite the abbdreviation of the source
over each word. Compile an alphabetical 1ist of
the abbreviations. AEfter each item enter the
number of words after each passage that are de-
rived from this sour:e.

Selection from Charles Dickens

A Tale of Two Cities

~

It is a far, far better thing that I do
than I have ever done; it is a far, far
better rest that I go to, than I have
ever known. ' :

_-20a-




NAME

PATE

WORKSHEET FOR THE SIXTH DAY

Today in small groups you are going to be exploring the sources
of modern English.

You are assigned to GROUP 3. Take a seat in the circle at the
back of the room.

Since we are not sitting in our regular seats today, the rolil
will be taken by the work we do. Be sure to pass in this paper
at the end of the period, or you will be marked absent. )

The first task for you today is to look up the word
sun - moon - man - woman - chitd - food

{Same note to teacher as on first worksheet)

in the New Collegiate Dictionary. What is the derivation?
Your answer will be called for as soon as the period begins.

Once we know how to f1nd derivations, your group has three
tasks to do today.

Use both sides of this paper

At a quarter to tem, we will turn our seats back to the usual
order and discuss our findings with the full class.

Assignments for GROUP 3:

Exercise A - Look up the following words and s2e . back
to wh1ch language they can be tragad:' belly
- -+ hip-
knee
leg
Exerc1se B - What are the oldest recorded sources  ' house
to these words? -What does the common- - room
place nature of these words suggest- = floor
‘about the. 1mportance»of these sources? docr
shovel
spade
rake
-21-




Exercise C - Look up each word, except the names of people
and places, in your dictionaries to find its
source. HWrite the ahbreviation of the source
over each word. Compile an alphabetical list
of the abbreviations. After each item enter the
number of words after each passage that are de-
rived from this source.

Selection from Louisd M. Alcott

Little Women

“"Christmas won't be Christmas without any presents”,
grumbled Jo, lying on the rug.

“It's so dreadful to be poor!" sighed'Meg 1ooking
dqwn at her old dress. .

"] don't think it's fair for some girls to have

plenty of pretty things and other girls no things
at all", added 1little Amy, with an injured sniff.




NAME
DATE

WORKSHEET FOR THE SIXTH DAY

Today in small groups you are going to be exploring the sources
of modern English.

You are assigned to GROUP 4. Take a seatvin the back circle on
the window side.

Since we are not sitting in our regular seats today, the roll
will be taken by the work we do. Be sure to pass in this paper
at the end of the period, or you will be marked absent. :

The- first task for tcday is to look up éhe word.
drink - shelter - clothes - tools - fire - rain
(Same note for teacher as on first worksheet)

in the New Collegiate Dictionary. What ig the derivation?

Your answer will‘be'called for as soon as ‘the period begins.

Gnce we know how to find derivations, your group has three
tasks to do today.

Use both sides of this paper. ,

At a quarter to ten, we will turn our seats back to the usual

order and discuss our findings with the full class.

Assignments for GROUP 4:

Exercise A - Look up the following words and see ’ skin
: to which language they can be traced: calf
, ' foot
heel
‘toe
Exercise B - What are the oldest recorded sources ‘ - 1ive
' to these words? What does the common- -~ come:
place nature:-of these words suggest . do
about the importance of these sources? . work
S ' | - .buy -
- read-
drive
- walk
-22-




Exercise C - Look up cach word, except the names of people and
and places, in your .dictionaries to find its source.
Write the abbreviation of the source over each
word. Compile an alphabetical list of the abbre-
viations. After each item enter the number of
words after each passage that are derived from this

source.
Selection from Joseph Conrad

Lord Jdim

He was an inch, perhaps twe, under six feet,
powerfully built, and he advanced straight
at you with a slight stoop of the shoulders,
head forward, and with a fixed-from under
st?;e which mads you think of a charging
bulil.
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NAME
DATE

WORKSHEET FOR THE SIXTH DAY

Today in small groups you are going to be explor1ng the sources
of modern English. .

You are assigned to GROUP 5. Take a seat in the circle in the
front circle on the window side.

Since we are not sitting in our regular seats today, the roll
will be taken by the work we do. Be sure to pass in this paper
at the end of the period, or vou will be marked absent.

The first task for you today is to look up the word
wind - earth - sun - moon - man - woman
{Same noteifor teacher as on first worksaneet)

in the New Collegiates Dictionary. What is the derivation?

Your answer will be called for as soon as the period begins.

Gnce we know how to find derivations, your group has three
task to do today.

Use both sides of this paper. ”
At a2 quarter to ten, we will turn our seats back to the usual

order and discuss our findings with the fu]l class.

A551gnments for GROUP 5:

Exerc1se A - Lock up the following words and see - “head
‘to which language they can be traced: hair
ear
nose
Exercise B - What are the oldest recorded sources die
to these words? What does the common- . go
- place nature of these words suggest: about - make-
the importance of tnesse sources? . play
: o sell. -
write .
ride
run
~23~ -
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Exerc1se C - Look up each word, except the names of peopie and
places, in your dictionaries tc find its source.
Write the abbreviation of the source over each
word. Compile an alphabetical 1ist of the abbre-
viations. After each item enter the number of
words after each passage that are derived from

this source.
Selection from Herman Melville

Moby Dick

Call me Ishmael. Some years ago -- naver mind

how long precisely -- having little or no money
~in my purse, and nothing part1cu1?r to interest .
" me on shore, I thought I wouid sail about a 11tf}e

and see the watery part of the wor]d.

-23a- .




SEVENTH DAY

Objectives _¥'¥fs“',ei .f,“r»::»; ? "fr'l_j :.si‘_,‘;f )

Students will dwscuss the masor tr1butar1es of the
EngT1sh 1anguaqe. : . S ,

Students w111 organ-ze for. A contract presentat1ons.

‘Procedure

dsHand out worksheetc as students enter.,ﬁt :
Call attention to Chaqcer ass1gnments On tab]e.'

'-Anwer any quest1ons. :
Let A Contract. students choose s11ps for the p]ay

ass1gnments-,a- e
Let groups di v1de - Flood to read,,Everyman-to read:

and to 11sten to recowd

Materials

Cop1es of the mmrac]e p]ay, The Flood -
Copies of Everyman R S
Record of. Everyman

Dxttoes . o

Eva]uat1on

"Norksheets
Group work




WORKSHEET FOR THE SEVENTH DAY

Lots to get'Straight today.

Please read this worksheet carefully and fo]1dw*directions-
exactTy.:‘ ~ . ' '

- Today A - contract people will select by chance whether they
will be part of the group that presents the Flood or Everyman.

- A and B contract people will receive their assignments for
Chaucer. - f : : _

B and C contract peop1e1W511 work on word study while A con-
tract people organize their presentations. '
(Newsom, Brady, Harris, Williams)

s 525+  '
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WORD STUDY EXERCISES DUE FROM EVERYBODY IN THREE DAYS.

I.

II.

ITI.

Iv. .

" the languages from which Eng1lsh has borrowed words. " The

'rwght hand column lists one word fron each of these 1angu-
ages Can you match the two’

‘List all the !anguages to which each of these words com-

monly used in mathemat1cs can be traced to the ma1nstreg

of English:

algebra
circumference

decimal -

denominator
diameter
fraction

’,hypotenuse

muTtip]y
perpendicular

- ratio

square
subtract
triangle
trapezoid

FoT]ow the same 1nstruct1ons for the words common]y used

in phys1cs

atom
cathode
current
dense
energy
fission
gram

-lever.

meteor
nucleus
optics
physics
transmit

~velocity

Follow the same 1nstruct10ns for these words commonly used

in-social stud1es.

ar1stocracy
. congress

conquer

-democracy

dictator
econom1c

;filibuster senate

govern E - tyrant

~legislator
monopoly

politic¢s
republic

In the left ‘hand co]umn !1sted below are 11sted some of

Ita11an

“Spanish

German

.. Hebrew

" Arabic
- Persian . ’
American Indwan

Indian of India o

- Indian of West Indwes
~African

Chinese

CUFPTE

"a1gebra

piano

- tea
'gor111a

rabbi.

. rodéo '
“kxndergarten

- caravan -
‘,moccas1n

barbecue<v
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Words can be formed by additions -- a Qreflx, before the

. werds or a suffix, after the word. Scme prefixes, such as

mis-, un-, under-, and some suff1xes, such as -dom, -ful,
-ster, are of Anglo Saxon origin. -Most of them, however,
‘are from Latin and -Greek. For example there are re-, sub-,
inter-, pre-,- seml-;-u1traf;~super-, contra-, which begin
many words,,you know, and -al, -ble, -ent, -ize, -ment,
which.end many}others; B o _ : ‘ -

'Supply words that 11]ustrate the use of the prefixes
I1sted abuver' G1ve one word for each prefwx.

Supply words that 111ustrape-the use of the suff1xes
listed above. Give one word for each suTTix.

-26a-




CHAUCER ASSIGNMENTS
FOR ,
A AND B CONTRACTS

Read “The Proiogue” to The Canterbury Tales

Read very carefully the description of your assigned character
and write in good form, carefully proofread, your reaction to
the character. Use as your subject the name of your character
Use as your topic sentence "I really like the " or
"1 didn't 1ike the ' : at all". In your paper
develop your reasons. You should evidence complete familiarity
wtih the text. - : '

The papers are due in one week.

The Knight Alsop and Brady
The Squire Davis
The Yeoman Ford
The Nun Brooking
The Monk ' } Johnson
The Merchant - Jones
The O0xford Cleric o Hassey
The Franklin Moore
The Skipper Newsom
The Wife of Bath Burch
The Parson Parker
The Plowman Suggs - _ :
The Miller White and Wilkins
The Reeve ' P. Williams and Cooper
The Pardoner Tamara Harris
The Friar Timothy Harris
The Lawyer Miller
The Guildsmen Oglesby .
The Cook Royal o
The Physician Bocne and Snowden
The Manciple Turner :
The Summoner Watkins
27~



EIGHTH DAY

Objective

Students will discuss a fragment of Anglo-Saxon
literature.

Frocedure
Return reading exercises on history of language.
Entertain questions on exercise.
Nofe concern for form, spe1fing, etc.

Ask for reactions to Beowulf in terms..of Anglo-
Saxon life style it reveals.

Evatluation
Papers

Discussions

CLASS WAS AMAZED AT THE ABSENCE.OF WOMEN. THEY HAD TO RE-
THINK THEIR IDEAS ABOUT AN ANGLO-SAXON "ORGY.* |

A  -23;ﬁ;w',>
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(EIGHTH DAY)

NAME
DATE

CHANGES IN MEANINGS OF WORDS

Today you are going to work in small groups of your own choos-
ing to trace changes in the meanings of words.

Pick up a collegiate dictionary and form a small group of two,
three, or four people - no more than four - and do the follow-
ing exercises on this piece of paper. You may use the back if
you need more room. : '

Generalization

Paraphernalia once had the limited meaning of a wife's
property outside her dowry. Later by the process of
generalization it came to mean anyone's personal beltong-
ings. ' '

Specialization

At one time starve meant to die in any manner. Today
it means to die oniy of hunger.

Transfer

Crane originally referred only tc 1 large bird with
high legs and a long neck and bili. Today through a
process of transfer we use the word to refer as well
to a type of machine that has a long projecting piece
used for picking up and moving objects. ,

In your smail group discuss generalization, specialization and
‘transfer until you think you are clear about the terms. --Then
do the following exercises: ‘ - S -

A. Trace the changes in the meaning of picture, thing

and lyric. Determine whether the change is an ex- .
ample of generalization,gspecialization; or transfer.

B. Do the same thing. for the following words: meat,
- wade, garb,fcourage,‘and hangar. - o

‘f299a
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C. To understand how you yourselves contribute to the
process of change in meaning look up the definitions
of the word gimmick. Then consider how you use the
word today. ‘

D. Find the earliest recorded meaning of nice, lovelx,
terrific, swell, lousy, awful. :

Degeheration
At one time the word ﬂgggx!meant simply a housewife.
Today it means a wortkless woman or girl.

Elevation |
Pretty once meant crafty or sly. Today it is a

comptiment.

In your sma]* group discuss degeneration and elevation until
you think you are clear about the terms. Then trace the
d1rect1on of change for the .o]]ow1ng words:

angel | governor
brave marshall
churl minister
comrade ‘shrewd
constable smart
fellow villain
gossip -~ buccaneer

. -20a-




NINTH DAY

Objective

Students will explore changes in the meaning of words.

Materials
dittoed irstructions

Collegiate dictionaries

Procedure
Hand out dittos as they enter
Let students follow directions
Be available to help if called for

Collect papers at end of period

Evaluation
Papers

Group work -'(the: Very weak - Kids really working:
individually so no one finished). ' '

-30-~
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Objectives

Students will deve1op ability to read with compre-
hension.

Students will gather information about the history
of the language. ,

Materials
School library

Reading worksheets

Procedure
Meet kids in library
Pass out reading worksheets
Let students find the answers to question

Collect sheets at end cof period

Evaluation

Papers

S =31-




NAME:

DATE

READING EXERCISE
THE HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Today you will have the opportunity again to trace the history
and development of the Engiish language as you can find it in
reference books in our library.

BE SURE T0 TURN THIS PART IN AT THE END OF THE PERIOD EVEN IF
YOU HAVE NOT FINISHED.

1. What two terms are given to the earliest "Engiish"?

2. What modern name would have come from the Celts’® name for
themselves? .

3. What is meant by saying a language is "inflected"?

4. What is meant by the "fixed stress" system?

5. Illustrate how it operates differentiy from *the other
systenm.

6. Define alliteration.

7. Illustrate it from an everyday example.

8. Where did the name "English" come from?

-32-
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Give examples of Scandinavian words used in English.

11.

Give six instances of how completely the French traasformed
the 01d English civilizetion:

a. L . .

b.

d. ‘ S

e.

f.

Explain “high"‘Sty]e and "low" style as it accounts for
the persistence of the Anglo-Saxon language.

12.

‘Cite Chaucerfs contribution to the development of

English.

13.

Give two rules from O1d English from which Chaucer's
English freed us. ' |

. -32a-



ELEVENTH DAY

Objective

Students will use the dictionary‘with skill

Materials

Dittos ‘ : B
Col]egiate dictionary

Procedure

- Pass out dittos.
Let students work
Collect papers

Evaluation

Pabers . ; -
(Noteé : Group work was better)._

-33-
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WORKSHEET FOR THE ELEVENTH DAY.

Please read carefully and follow instructions.

Today you are going\to“work in éha11 grdups with your neighbors
to explore the dictionary.

The groups are given below. Take advantage of the fact that you
are working in groups. Everyone will not have to 1ook up avery
word. Hake assignments. Share findings.

Get a dictionary, and turn your chairs to face your partners.

Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 !
Alsop Miller Snowden
Burch Page Suggs
Brady Johnson White
Harris Massey Newsome
Ford Wilkins
.Groug 4 Group 5 Group €
Tuvrner Moore Boone
Watkins Royal Brooking
Parker . Ogelsby Davis

A. Williams Jones Cooper
P. Williams Harris, T1mothy

“Holley

TURN ALL PAPERS IN AT THE END OF THE PERIOD

The Assignment

Groups 1,

3, 5

A. WMote preferred and variant_spel]ing-of_acknowledgment

-34-
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B. Should the following words be written as two words,
one word, or with a hyphen:

bath house
dry clean
foul play
note case

C. What is the most widely used plural for each of the
following forms: ' '

bison calico
bus father in law
calf genus

D. How does each pronunciation affect the way the word
is used and its meaning?

E. Distinguish between the two meanings, depending upon
whether the word is capitalized or not:

argentine
monotype
moor

F. What is the current mzaning of the word and the story
behind it? :

bowdlerize
Lorelei
_quisling

G. Give the three other principle parts of the following verbs

awake
bid -
bite

] fly

L know

H. &ive the sources of the following words: Write out’
in full the names of the languages involved.

demise
jinrikisha
kindergarten
rodeo

......




I. Select the meaning that fits the context of each
underscored word in the following sentences:

Here is a booklet about the American Museum of
Natural History.

The child was left in my charge.
I gather that George left the office ear1y today.

J. Look up the Tabels of these words in the explanatory notes
What do the labels mean? :

amah

ballyhoo

dead reckoning
goof

The Assignment . .
Groups 2, 4, 6

A. Note preferred and variant spelling of

preview
rhyme
sabre
veld
yodel

B. Should the following. words be written as two WOY‘:, gne
word, or w1th a hyphen: . ‘

p119iﬁf1sh
two base kit
U boat

whiz bang

ﬂ C. What. is. the most w1deJy used plural for each of the
following forms: i _ . )

glassful
index
minx
talisman
topaz
tracanea




D. How does each pronunciation affect the way the word is
- used and its meaning?

protest
putting
subject
subordinate

E. Distinguising. betueen the two meanings, depend1ng upon
whether the word is capitalized or not: ;

MOrocco
scotcn
yahoo

F. What is tne current mean1ng of the word and the story
behind it?

shibboleth
simon-pure
titian

G. Give the th?ee other principle parts'of the following
verbs:

Teave
ride
see
shrink
swim

H. Give the sources of the following words. Mrite out in
full the names of the languages-involved.

sabotage
siege
wainscOt
weltschmerz

I. Select the mean1ng that fits the context of each under—
scored word in the f0110w1ng sentences°

- What are the yield prospects of this, 1nvestm°nt"

Judge Harman imposed a stiff sentence.
I gather that George ]eft the office. early yesterday

-34c-




J. Look up the labels of these words in the explanatory
notes. What do the labels mean?

half gainer
Jibe

Texas Teaguer
tram

-34d-
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TWELFTH DAY

Objectives
Students will clarify work done.
Students will hear medieval ballads.

Students will work on presentations for following day.

Procedure
Ask for any questions up to this point.
Review process of changé of meanings.
introduce ballads.
’Play a couple of ballads.

Let students work in groups for plays.

Materials
Records of mcdieval ballads.

Scripis for kids to foliow.

Evaiuation
Discussion

Presentations

-35-




THIRTEENTH DAY

Objectives

The students wilil demonstrate'understanding of &
medieval story by a dramatic prcesentation.

"The students will attend to a pfesentaticn of their
classmates.

- Procedures

Let groups presznt plays
Noah's Flood
Evesyman

Call for questions, reactions.

Evaluation
The presentations.

{ The reactions.

~-36-
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FCURTEENTH DAY

Objective

The students will write creatively.

Materials
Worksheet.

Composition paper.
Procedure
Pass out worksheets.

Let students work.

Evaluation

The papers.

-37-




HORKSHEET FOR FOURTEENTH DAY

In your evaluation of your work in composition thus far, some
of you expressed interest in trying your hand at creative writ-
ing. ‘

Today you have that opportunity.

You may write anything you want to. today on any subject - story,
poem, essay -- whatever you wish. '

If no idea comes to your mind rignt away, here are come sugges-
tions:

1. Pretend you are Grendel, and tell the story of Beowul?
from that point of view.

2. Imagine you are a modern day Chaucer, and describe a
modern day pilgrim:
cmiunity worker
miiitant
peacenik
Republican
teacher
student

oV o TN e N U o /i v )

3. Remembering the report of the Venutian about Earth's
lanrguage, write a description of your dog's language.

Any ideas now?

If all else fails you, you can always write a composition on
If I had 2 Million Dollars

Nrite your pape} in the rought first. Then prdofread it and

copy it carefuily in good manuscript form on the compositon
paper. Clip-the pages together and turn it in at the end of the

period. |
REMINDERS!Iitirtrts Assignmerts due.
| Composition on Chaucar pilarims due
at becinning of class.

Oral report on story of a word due.
Vocabulary list due.

. -38-
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FIFTEENTH DAY

Objective

The students will develop & dictionary.

Mateirals

Paste, paper, scissors, magazines, construction paper.

Procedure

Pass out werksheets.
Let students work. _
Collect “dictionaries” at end of period.

Evaluation
The dictionaries

(NOTE: This was a <perb activity. Studeauts came upD
with excellent pictures to illustrate words new to the
teacher such as -- jam - a party

smack - drugs

chip - monegy

hog - cadilac

short - ap automecbile

sheening - to drive

toredewn - intoxicatszd)

-39~



WORKSHOP FOR THE FIFTEENTH DAY

Please read directions carefully.

Today working in small groups, you are going to produce a very
contempoiary dictionary for the teacher. Ycu ar2 going to
make an illustrated dictionary of teen terms..

These are the gvoups:

Group 1 Group 2 Group 3
Burch Johnsen Watkins
Ford Massey A. Williams
Barry _ Suggs P. Williams
Harris, Tamara Paige Hilkins
Harris, Timothy Snowden

Miller ; White

Group 4 Group 5

Maoore ' Cooper

Alsop Holley

Newsome ' Brooking

Royal Davis

0glesby Boong

Jdones

The FIRST step is to think up five words currently in use by
teenagers which the average adult either would not understand
or would not use. '

The SECOND step is to check your 1list against the other groups
so that everyone will not be defining the same words. One per-
sen from each group can check with the other groups. .

The THIRD step'is to agree on a definition of the word and then
write that definition up so that an adult - ycur teacher - would
understand what you meant when you used the word. '

The FOURTH step is to find a picture that illustrates your
word. o : AN o ,

Do steps three and four for each word on your list.

iake a poster for each word. Paste the picture on it and be-
neath the picture your definition of the word.

O




At the end of the pericd, clean up ali your trash, turn your
chairs back to the norma?! arrangement, and turn in your picture

dictionary clipped together with a covering sheet bearing all the
names of the group. '

A
3
A

A

-40a-




SIXTEENTH DAY

Objective

The students will enjoy a presentation of The Canterbury

Tales

Material

Filmstrip, records of The Canterbury Tales. available
from Department of English

Precedure
Collect papers on Chaucer's pilgrims.

Show filmstrip.
Invite discussion.

Evaluation
Kids' response.
Kids were happy to recognize "their® pilgrim.

They found the Chaucerian English difficult to under-
stand.




i
SEVENTEENTH DAY

Objectives
The students will make oral reports on research.

The students will learn i1rom each other.

Procedure
Call for oral reports.

Call for questions, rcactions to reports.

Evaluation
Reports

Responses

This exercise would have been better if kids had been
called to make an accoun:ing of cach others reports.

~42-

&0



EIGHTEENTH DAY

Objectives

The students will apply the knowledge about words to
a situation in which they are involved.

The students will develop the ability to express them-
selves in writing. :

Procedures
Pass out worksheets

Let students work

Evaluation

The compositions

-43-
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WORKSHEET FOR THE EIGHTEENTH DAY

In our unit on language so far, we have traced the derivations
of words, their changes in meanings, and their histories.

Today you will examine the power that words have fo affect you.

ITER 1

A few weeks ago there was a great disturbance in the Fourteenth
street area. Store windows were broken, and there was much con-
fusion and trouble. About the same time a similar situation
took place in Georgetown.

William Raspberry, a black columnist for the Washington Post,
pointed out in his column that the events on Fourteenth street,
in which the participants werc black, was considered a "riot."
The one in Georgetown, in which the participants were white, was
called a “"confrontation.”

Raspberry noted that the choice of words indicated a more posi-
tive feeling about the Georgetown event.

ITEM 2

If a teacher walked into a class of noisy young white males and
said, "Quiet, boys", the youths may or may not get quiet, but
they would not react against the term. If the teacher walked in-
to a class of noisy young black males and said, "Quiet, boys",
the students not only would not get quiet, but they would react
strongly against the word.

The combination of letters: b-0-y-s, has different suégestions
for whites and blacks.

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR EXPERIENCE WITH THE POWER OF WORDS TO HAVE
AN EFFECT OM YOU OR ON OTHER PEOPLE ABOUT WHICH YOU HAVE READ
OR KNOW? ' ‘

Think of THREE instances illustrating how words can affect
people and/or how the choice of a particular word suggests
an attitude. ‘ :

Don't just state the fact. Give supporting details.

Each illustration should make a paragraph of at ieast five
sentences,

Make a rought copy first. Put the final one in flawless manu-
script form on the composition paper.

Q
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NIMETEENTH DAY

Objectives

The students wi11 explore interest of their own about
language.

The students will add new words'to vocabularies in the
setting of a game.

Procedures

Let students make extra credit reports

Call for questions, reactions

Play word game

Make three groups

Let one person find obscure word in dictionary

Let everyone make up a definition for the word
Read all definitions, including correct one

Let students vote for the definition they think is
right one.

Give point to everyone whose definition is voted for, one
point for each person who votes

Give five points to one who found word if no one votes for
the right definition.

tet each parson have a turn to find a word.

Evaluation
(Notes: It may help for the teacher tc play the game with
the whole class first. The kids had lots of fun and came
up with the foliowing necw words, one of which cincture was
ncw to the teacher.

innate meticulous
infamy gamin

hara kire scenario
cincture stratagem
quadruped zest
marinate serried)
odium

numisamatic

Extra credit reports were made on how language began and the
sign language system for the deaf.

ERIC B
£



TWENTIETH DAY

Objective

The students will develop the ability to organize
ideas in support cf a thesis.

Procedure
Pass out worksheects

Let kids write

Evaluations
Compositions

These papers werg actually rcad after the unit was formally
finished; but if any teacher wishes to include the evalua-

tion in the unit, the form is given behind the worksheet
for the day. :

-46-
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WORKSHEET FOR THE TWENTIETH DAY

We are trying to develop the ability to express ourselves in
clear, correct sentences so that someone else will be able to
understand easily what we are talking about. ‘

To tast how well we can de that, the papers we write today
will be read later by several of our classmates.

Our aim will be to write three, good paragraphs illustrating
one idea.

The subject of the paper will be

The Social Significance of Language

READ THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPH CAREFULLY.

Mr. Bostian helieves that the way to tell a child not to say
ain't is merely to tell him that if he wished to suceed in
1ife the people he will have to deal with are those who say
aren't. “Therefore, the reason he shouldn't say ain't is not
because it is wrong, or not understandable, but hecause it is
not accepted by the society he lives din."

Think of three examples to prove Mr. Rostian's point - examples
of Tanguage having a social effect.

Think of a word you might use instead of another word when you
want to impress somebody.

Think of a word you might use instecad of another word when you
want to show that you are a member of a group.

Think of any times when your language made you uncomfortable
because you felt you weren't easy with the accepted dialect.

Write a topic sentence for each paragraph.

Give enough supporting details for the sentence to make your
idea clear to someone else.

PROOFREAD YOUR PAPER.
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EVALUATION OF PAPER

Whose paper?

Is the manuscript form correct?

List errors ’

Is the general meaning of the paper clear?

Does each paragraph have a topic sentence?

Are thres examples of thne social significance of language given?

et

Which paragraph needs further development? __

\.
List any expression or sentence that confuscd you. (Mrite on
the back if you need more room.)

List any misspeiled words

e

Write any sentence - or part - that centains nonstandard usage
or nunctuation error.

Make any other comment you wish tec the writer of the paper.

Your Name
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TWENTY FIRST DAY

Objective

The students will evaluate .the unit.

Procedure

Dass out evaluation forms. Let students work.

Collect vocabulary lists.

Materials

A ditto of their original ideas for the unit.

A ditto evaluation form.

Evaluation
Evaluations were very favorable.

Many comments that unit had been interesting and
enjoyablc.

One kid said "there was never a dull moment".

One kid commented "I don't know as many words as
I thought I did".

vYocabulary list attached
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THENTY -FIRST DAY
EVALUATION OF UHIT ON LAMGUAGE

On these sheets would you give me your evaluation of the Tanguage
unit and make some suggest.ons as to where you fcel you need to
go from this point?

FIRST, would you reread YOUR IDEAS FOR A UMIT ON THE ENGLISH
LANGUAGE.

SECOND, on the attached sheet of composition pc.er write a para-

graph giving your general reaction to the unit and how it was
done.

THRID, on this sheet write what you learned from the unit. (If
this answer repecats something you said on the composition paper,
don't worry about that fact.)

FORUTH, on this sheet writc what this unit showed you you need
to work on now in this class.

FIFTH, please make anyfother,¢omment you wish to make about
the class. ‘ -




YOUR IDEAS FOR A UNIT CH THE ENGLISH LAMNGUAGE

Questions you want answered:

Why
How
How

language was decided upon as a means of communication. (3)
the English language was formed. (5)
to find the wmeaning of a word by looking at it and

breaking it down.

What is language?

How
How
Hhy
How
ttho
Who
How
How
Whny
How
How
How

did language develiop and when? (4)

do words change? (2)

do we use certain words like arce, is. were, do, done?
was the alphabet established? .
wrote the first Engiish dictionary?

wrote the first novel?

did different pronunciations of the same word come about?
did words get their meanings? (2)

did words change spellings?

and why did punctuation marks come into existence?
can we put our words down more effectively on paper?
did different languages come to be?

What yo:u want to get out of the unit:

Better ways of using words in writing
Larger vacabulary (5)

Ability to read better

Ability to write better(4)

How

to use the dictionary i3}

Better understanding of the language (6)

How
How

to capitalize and punctuate
to pronounce words

‘Improve SAT scores

Kncwledge of origins of cveryday words
Increased interest in grammar
Knowledge of sign language

Suggestions for activities:

Vocabulary tests i

reading and discussing articles (3)

‘reading stories (2) :

reading plays alouvd (3)

writing compositions

writing reports on people who have contributed to our - .
~growing vocabulary (2) .

‘word games (3)
tracing origins of words (4)
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group discussions (5)
panel discussions
sharing poems

debates

reading novels (3)
writing journals
reading and evaluating each other's papers
nonverbal exeyrcises
spelling

movies

lectures
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VOCABULARY LIST
These are some of the words your classmates Tearned during
the unit on the development of language.
Add those words to your vocabulary.
DO NOT LOSE THIS LIST! |
You will be asked to use thése words in a writing assignment.

Space is left beside each word for you to riote the meaning
and pronunciation.

ANACHRONISH
To have Beowulf dfive a car would be an anachronisn.

ARDUOUS

School feor some student is an arduous job.

APATHY

Get off your apathy is a current slogan.
BLATANT

There is no excuse for blatant rudeness.

BRAWN

Brawn without brains will get you nowhere. /

CANDOR | ‘ o ]
You may speak with céndOr.' . | ‘ /
CUPIDITY | - | | ]
The cupidity of the human species is Timitless. |
CAPACIOUS /
He had a capacious mind and spirit. | |
COMELY | | | /
She greeted him in a comely fashion.  _ /
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DEFAULT

She lost the match by default.
EFFULGENT

His pictures had an effulgent quality.
EXTENUATE

There are circumstances that extenuate thé matter.
FRENETIC

She lcecads such a frenatic l1ife.

GARB

Today's garb seems very strangc to me.
GREGARIOQOUS

He had a gregarious personality.
HEINOUS
1t was -a heinous crime.

IMPORTUNE

She was willing to importune anybody for her son.

IMPRECATION

She hurled an imprecation at him.

INCESSANT.

I can't stand-thaﬁ'incessént noise.
INFAMY

His name went down in infamy.

INFLUX | |

He have had an infldx of Visitofs tb oufycity.
INORDINATE | |

You waste an inordinate amount of time.

/
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INTERNECINE

1t was a bloody, internecine war.

IRASCIBLE

He has an irascible disposition.

OBDURATE

Why must you be so obdurate?

OBSEQUIOUS

An obsequious person is annoying.

ONUS

The onus is on you to prove you are trustworthy.
IRREPARABLE.

The damage 1is irrepavrable.

PERSPICACITY

The perspicacity of that small child is amazing.

PHENOMENON

Everyone was presenf aﬁéronrtime.‘ ifrwas a phenomenon.
PROFLIGATE |

He led afprofligaté Tife.

VPULVERIZE

- The pfctgre showed a 1ad.about to pulverize stbnes;
RESPITE o - -

We needed a respite. '

SABOTAGE |

The workers engaged in sabotaqe. 7

“SUPPLANT

what w111 suppiant the system?
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TERMINATION s

This activity will soon come tc a termination.

QUERULOUS

He is a querulous old man.

SCRUTINIZE

Scrutinize your work.

RAUCOUS

He is unpleasant to be around because he is SO raucous.

VIVACIiOUS

She has a delightful vivacious personaiity.

VORACIOUS

He has a voracious appetitec.
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