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FOREWORD

This study represents an inventory of
major government, non-urban outdoor rec-
reation programs and facilities in Texas,
as well as an indication of visitor use
reported by individual agencies. The in-
formation was obtained directly from pub-
lished reports and records of agencies to
assure accurate and useful data. Figures
on land and water acreage administered
by particular agencies reflect generally an
accurate description of agency involve-
ment. However, the visitation figures
reported have been obtained by various
techniques and have more value from the
standpoint of collective pressure, past,’
trends and popularity of specific areas,
rather than actual attendance at these
areas. The purpose of this analysis is to

ation in Texas and the contribution of
various agencies, rather than to determine
the quality of recreation programs in the
state,

The Department of Recreation and
Parks at Texas A&M University has col-
lected basic data and is maintaining files as
a part of on-going research; consequently
this report will be updated periodically
as new data become available.

Numerous individuals representing

levels, assisted in this study. Special
thanks are given to these personnel and
individuals of the Department of Recrea-
tion and Parks for their suggestions and
encouragement, and to members of the
Texas Water Development Board for
assistance throughout the study.



TEXAS OUTDOOR RECREATION STATISTICS

TEXAS POPULATION
1940-1965

POPULATION. A 61 .percent. increass in
population in the last 25 years. Dermand
for certain kinds of outdoor recreation.
areas ond facilities during the last 25
years grew many. times faster than popu-
lation.” Will demand continue at this rate®
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An Analysis: Outdoor Recreation on Government
Lands in Texas

DAVID J.

REED

AND LESLIE M. REID*

OUTI)OOR RECREATION giowth in Texas
represents a dramatic change in social behavior,
and is becoming a vital part in total utilization of
land and water resources.

The change characterizes the age — growing
numbers of people with increasing alflnence in
income, mobility and leisure time. Interaction of
these factors has caused striking growth in recrea-
tion demand, and Texas has uniqueness in its
land of contrasts and varicty, providing a wide
range of recreation opporiunities.

An analysis of current statistics on population
growth, vehicle and boat registrations, license sales
and tourism business indicates the increasing rec-
reation pressure. These figures show an unprece-
dented increase in money spent by Texans and
out-of-state tourists for outdoor recreation. Efforts
to meet this surging demand are evidenced by the
$75 million state park bond program passed in
1967 to expand tle state park system over the
next 10 years; the recent addition of four areas
administered by the National Park Service; the
expansion of U.S. Forest Service recreation devel-
opments on the national grasslands and national
forests; the intensive Civil Works Program by the
Corps of Engineers; increised budgets of County
and municipal governments for recreation develop-
ment; the rising number of units of local govern-
ment budgeting for recreation as a legitimate func-
tion; and more and more private involvement in
recreation as a business operation, Today, about
8,200,000 acres of land and water are administered
in Texas for outdoor recreation by four federal
agencies, the Parks and Wildlife Department, river
authorities and special water districts. These
resources, however, represent degrees of develop-
ment for recreation activities.

One of the strongest incentives for developing
outdoor recreation areas in ‘Texas has been the
Land and Water Conservation Fund program.
Administered by the Bureau of Outdoor Recrea-
tion, U. 8. Department of Interior, and the Texas

*Former instructor, and professor and head, Department of

Recreation and Parks, Texas AN University,
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Parks and Wildlife Department, this program has
led to two important developments.

First, the Parks and Wildlife Department,
through its research and planning division, has
developed a  comprehensive outdeer recrearion
]2lan, which will be a Cc:ntinufng stuedy of avail-
able and needed recreational opportunities. Sec-
cudly, the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation appor-
tioned to the state in 1966 over $3 million which
was used to expand and improve state facilities
and help finance the development of municipal
and county parks and recreation areas and several
recreation sites on  reservoirs operated by state
river authorities.

Impact of this piogram has been threefold.
(1) The 50-50 funding aspect of the program has
encouraged local government. to seck matching
funds. (2) This program has been a source of
needed funds at both the state and local jevel.
(8) It has encouraged both state and local recrea-
tion planning. The Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund Program should continue as a bright
spot in Texas outdoor recreation development,

Nct only is more Texas land shifting into pub-
lic recreational use, but an important effect has
been the development of rural subdivisions into
formerly open, undeveloped land often having
intrinsic scenic and recreational qualities. The
trened toward ULoth “second homes” and perma-
nent residences in better planned subdivisions con-
tinues, as lake communities are developed around
major reservoirs, small watershed projects and
farm ponds. )

Otlier private lands are yielding a variety of
recreation opporiunities, ranging from vacation
farms to lavish guest ranches; campground and
picnic_areas to hunting preserves; and Six Flags
over Texas o t" e Houston Astrodome. In addi-
ticn, thousands of suppertive services offer food,
lodging, cntertainment and tourist services.

Providing public outdoor recreation areas and
facilities is recognized as a major function of fed-
eral, state and local government in Texas. This
responsibility becomes more significant when ana-

5
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lyzing land and water ownership patterns of the
state.

Most of the natural resource base in Texas is
privately owned. Ninety-five percent of the land
area and much of the high-quality shorelines of the
Gulf Coast uand inland waters fall in this category.
Texas is one of the few states in the Southwest
that originally had no federally owned territory
within the state. The federal government has
now acquired about 2.9 million acres (1.8%, of
the state’s total land area). For comparison, 447,
of the land area of California is federally owned.

‘The state itself possesses very little of th” total
land area. Other than several million acres granted
to educational institutions, most of the acreage
owned by the state is administered by the Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department, several state river
authorities, the Texas Forest Service and the Texas
Highway Department. Thirty-five percent of this
acreage is water.

With resources so scarce, public agencies must
administer and develop public lands to assure
optimal use. Such a land and water ownership
situation allows the imaginative private land-
owner to develop profitable facilities that are not
in the scope of government responsibility.

Development of water resources throughout the
state has likely contributed more to Texas™ recrea-
tion climate than any other single public resource
development program. As a result of these new
reservoirs and impouundments, Texans have be-
come water-recreation conscious.

In 1966, nearly 34 million visits were made to
the 20 Corps of Engineers’ reservoirs in Texas —a
six-fold increase in 14 years. In 1966, approxi-
mately 131 major rescervoirs existed in the state,
with a total surface area of 1,157,000 acres at the
top of the conservation pools. An additional nine
1eservoirs under construction at that time were
planned to inundate 243,000 acres. Completion
of these reservoirs will bring the total to 1,400,000
surface acres of water in 140 reservoirs at normal
operating levels. By 1990, it is predicted that 38
new reservoirs will create a total surface area
of over 1 million acres of water —a 71 percent
increase.

How well public agencies capitalize on the
recreation benefits of these impoundments by ac-
quiring adequate lands, developing and managing
[acilities, maintaining water quality, promoting
tourist and resort developments and preventing
undesirable land use adjacent to the projects
remains to be seen.

Texas Ovutdoor
Recreation Profile

Outdoor 1gcreation areas and programs in
Texas are as varied as the state’s natural resources.
All levels of government — federal, state, county
and city — have assumed roles in providing out-
door recreation areas and facilities. Table 1 illus-

trates the diversity of public efforts in recreation
throughout "Texas.




Table 1. Continued

Government agency or commission General functions

Directs various resource progiims.
Plans and constructs water resource development
projects on international waters.

Depérfmenf of State
International Boundary & Water
Commission 7
67,000 acres of surface water

State Government

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department {1) Develops and administers state parks, recreation
61,236 acres — parks . areas, historic parks and sites.
146 327 acres — wildlife areas {2) Manages state wildlife management areas for
game and fisheries studies, oufdaar classrooms
and as demonstration dreas.

Manages state forests as demonstration areas;. pro-
tects private forestland from forest fires, insects
and diseases; carries on educational programs;
develops limited outdoor recreation facilities.

Texas Forest Service
6,943 acres

Provides for surveying, recarding, designating and’
preserving of Texas historic sites.  Selects state
historic sites, = erects” official ‘markers; provides
advice and counsel to counfy agencies, and local
asso iations.

Texas Historical Survey Committee

Texas Highway Department o Manages 900 roadside pgrks and rest areas along
: hlghwe:ys develops boat launchlng ramps; main-’
tains toUrist lnfermahcn cenfers cansfru:fs sfcn‘e

L park rocds

River.. AUThOrIfIéS ‘ - o The 13- ‘state river: authern‘les vc.lry in purpose clnd -
435,632 dcres. cf surface wc:fer R ‘authority,” but generally. have. broad. powers for:

39 656 lcmd acres-i-. o i o 2+ watershed ‘mandgenient ‘and :river . busin® devel-- .

e : - Vopmeﬁf““Several authorities:administer ‘reser- .

‘voirs - for" multiple "use, including navugahon«

pawer recrédﬁon c'md wcﬂ'er suppfy

Mgmcnpal Waeiter 4D|smcts T e Approxlmqfely 27 wafer dlsfrn:fs DWned cmd operated: -
N ‘ ;md over: m 1967,
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Cities

Texas 'hlci‘s;_wfgpp'_raxvimdtély_r 66 cities ;qFJ0,0,0C or ;mcre,populaﬁoﬁ. Of the 13 major metropclifan cities of

100,000 and over, each has an established park and recreation department, Of ‘the remaining 53 cities,

some do not have specialized departments, while others do not .dadminister basic recreation programs -or
maintairi park facilities.- : Some municipalities, with no separate depariment 1o administer recreation, do

so_through ‘city managers' offices, school .districts; municipal services divisions, water and other public

- works: departments, city:

souncils “and - city- comfhissions. - Programs under these types of administration

: vary from: maintaining o few acres of park land and: structuring organized summer recreation programs
to the providing of o broad range ‘of park-and: recreation services. - .

" binations, community. cenfers, playfields,
“gramsand " numerous special - activities..
hiking:‘and biking 1

Cities wuth sﬁeéiqlize“dg rétrémion“dgenéiés‘ Hd\)e“éssun{ed‘The:iréspcnsi‘bilify of providing a broad program

- These include development of ‘a system ‘of neighborhood parks, school-park com-
' : / large ‘urbdn parks, a wide variety of organized recreation pro-
Larger: ‘departments: operate zoological -parks, - nature: centers,
rails, ‘arboretums; garden centers, golf courses, fairgrounds, swimming pools, muse-

ris, organized -baseball, ‘etc.) and stadiums. Many departments maintain park-
d plains. " S I NI S

of’ recreation sérvices.

5 {fennii

and recreation departments: have- developed large outdoor recreation dreas with-
some of which are located “outside. city limits. Many of ‘these areas are adjacent
impoundments “and: include - facilities .and  recreation opportunities traditionally fourd
ional“and nty recreation areas. “Currently, approximately ‘40 municipal impound-
ize have ‘d combined “surface acrrage ‘of 143,304, Approximately 19,977 land

; =g
sver, 500 ‘acres |in

_acres have been set aside. for parks and recreation.

- Big Bend National Park is administered to assure

Q

FEDERAL One summer day in the first year of operation
3 at Sanford Recreation Area near Amaril’ 2, 48,000
GOVERNMENT visitors were counted. The total 1966 attendance
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR was well over 1 million. One development cor-
T o poration predicts mass development, tourism and
National Park Service fringe industries will lure $255 million into the

- . _ ; . N ﬂri‘, ~i,,--v. F’.i .
The National Park Service has expanded its recreation area wirtiiin 5 years

programs in Texas. With the recent establish- Amistad Reservoir, an international project of
ment of the Guadalupe Mountains National Park, the U.S. and Mexico, wili be the sixth larges:
Padre Island National Seashore and Sanford and water impoundment in the state. Odessa, Mid-
Amistaa National Recreation Areas, .he Park land, San Angelo and San Antonio are major
Service mow administers seven areas, totalling metropolitan areas located within driving distance
948,000 acres. The new areas represent a diversity of the dam on the Rio Grande.

of recreation opportunities and resources. Accel-
erated Park Service efforts to develop and inter-
pret these parks and recreation areas should make
a vital contribution to the Texas recreation system.

Padre Island is one of the country’s few remain-
ing seashores unaltered by commercial develop-
ment. This area should become an outstanding
year-round spot for water sports and a fascinating

The two national recreation areas are located textbook source for geologists and nature-lovers.
on major reservoirs — Sanford in the Panhandle The first year of operation, more than 152,600
and Amistad in Southwest Texas. Both provide visits were made to the Seashore.

recreation opportunities needed in a previously
water-starved, parched region, stretching from
Amarillo to Del Rio. National recreation areas
are distinguished from national parks in that
preservation of natural wonders is more important
in parks than in recreation areas. Consequently,

Big Bend’s popularity grows, also. Long-range
plans call for developing the park as a summer
and winter-use area. This park is one of the
wilder areas of national significance. Superb
mountain vistas, the flowering desert and inter-
national flavor are dramatic qualities of this

that inherent values of the area are left unim- 700,000-acre wilderness.

paired. At Sanford Recreation Area, more empha- Overgrazing and overhunting threatened to
sis is placed on developing maximum recreation destroy this fragile area before it was established
opportunities without deteriorating the recreat.on as a park. The Park Service continues to expand
resource. . facilities with scenic overlooks, new signs marking
8

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

o



AREAS ADMINISTERED BY THE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE,
1967

DL am STy s LTREE

119

HARTLEY MOGHE  { T mmmacis

, *"SANFORD NATIONAL RECREATION AREA
mon | eorel] can (ON SANFORD RESERVOIR)

ocar switn Jmanoany | a1 po g [oouimas-

. ) _ i
sanev! Laws | wae | nom | woner u;mur\"\am. >
-, - wcTa

pan! voznicv | Lumeoce | chosat | mosans | wind

voscin! teewy | ouow | ogamia ] owgwr D FTORES

GAHES pawson | somoew | ecuRity | FisiER

GUADALUPE MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK ™ e

Lishiand T[\fﬂi}:ﬂuuu eton | MipLanp? G- [ STER-L cong

WD SULSERION 1 S
, CRANE | UPTOR - REAGAN . Tom
“L RIEVES (RaH SREEN
] Vg

FORT DAVIS NATIONAL HISTORICAL SITE et |

P

BUTTON RINBLE — }g
LEE ..|. mm; Ta LEE
3

‘E:»S,f\m e N

Toi % SAN JOSE MISSION STATE AND NATIGNAL*

VAL VERDE EDMARDS

Jo o T | @ (HISTORICAL SITE)
AMISTAD NATIONAL =_‘~\<'“f*°“w}f;.m\ PN
RECREATION AREA P ., ..m._
BIG BEND (ON AMISTAD RESER\IOIR)

NATIONAL PARK

l lmu /Muw w‘

*San Jose Mission is- administered by the Texas Parks and Wlldllf% Department, in coopemnon with

the Natienal Park Service, the Archdiocese of San Antonio, the San Antenie Conservation Society and
Bexar County.

S



BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK ATTENDANCE, 1955.1965
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FORT DAVIS NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE ATTENDANCE, 1963-66

150
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—8-I\

50 -

- !
1963 1964

peints of interest, a new visitor center, lodge and
restaurant. Interpretation of the park’s history
and national wonders are major efforts to enrich
the visitor’s stay:. Attendance to the area has risen
considerably in the past 5 years. '
Guadalupe Mountains National Park is the
most recent area established by the Park Service
in Texas (1966). It has been described as highly
significant from a geological and ecological stand-
point and ideally suited for outdoor recreation.
- Once developed, 'this park should provide unsur-
‘passed opportunities for camping, hiking and out-
. door appreciation. - ,
Remains at the Fort Davis National Historic

1965 1966

site in West Texas are cited as more extensive and
impressive than any other southwestern fort.

San Jose Mission, San Antonio, a nationally
significant _historic mission, is administered by the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, in coopera-
tion with the Park Service and local agencies.
Founded by the Franciscans in 1720, it is often

The Alibates Flint Quarries National Monu-
ment is located on the southern rim of Lake Meri-

‘dith in the Panhandle. This facility reveals to

visitors the activities of prehistoric man.
A total of 1,685,000 visitor days were counted
at the seven NPS areas in 1966.

gkt
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Table 2. Aréastddmini’s‘rered by the National Park Service — 1967
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~ Table 2. ,’C'ohf'ihued

1966,
oo Attendance
visitor days) .

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife

Lands and waters administered by the Bureau
of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, through its system
of wildlife refuges, offer opportunities of national
significance for outdoor recreation. The basic
purpose of the refuges is to provide necessary habi-
tat for fish and wildlife, including waterfowl pro-
duction and conservation of migratory birds and
big game animals. '

Each year, millions of waterfowl and other mi-
gratory birds visit the refuges, staying a few days
to several weeks, depending on the migratory
characteristics of the species. Most of the refuges
are located at key points along the great flyways,
providing the birds resting and feeding grounds
otherwise not available due to rapidly disappear-
ing marsh and wet lands. The refuges also harbor
indigenous wildlife such as deer, bobcat, coyote,
ocelot, alligators, javelina, wild turkey, songbirds,
hawks and badgers.

Seven national wildlife refuges in Texas total
129,000 acres. The Santa Ana Refuge in South
Texas, known as “the gem of the National Wild-
life System,” is well known for Mexican birds
rarely found elsewhere in the United States. The
Aransas Refuge provides the winter home for the
world’s remaining whooping crane population.

Recreation opportunities are provided at the
national wildlife refuges where they will enhance
visitor enjoyment of the wildlife resource without

12
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impairment of inherent values or primary man-

agement goals of the area. With few exceptions,
the Bureau discourages recreation which is not
wildlife-oriented. Recreation uses generally are
authorized which avoid duplication of adequate
recreational lacilities on national, state or local
forests and parks within a reasonable distance.
The Bureau is preparing a Public Use Manage-
ment Plan as a governing policy guideline for all
lacets of public use within the refuge system.

Texas refuges vary in development of recrea-
tion and wildlife interpretive facilities. At Mule-
shoe, Laguna Atascosa, Santa Ana and Hagerman
Refuges, limited facilities and wildlife interpreta-
tion are provided. Plans include future develop-
ment at both Aransas and Anahuac Refuges. Buf-
falo Lake Wildlife Refuge is undergoing cxtensive
development, and a complete wildlife interpreta-
tion program is planned.

Visits to the seven administered areas in the
state totalled 680,000 in 1966.

Refuge Visits
Hagerman 312,646
Buffalo Lake 283,661
Aransas 46,185
Laguna Atascosa 18,900
Santa Ana 13,859
Muleshoe 3,500
Anahuac 966
Total 679,717



NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGES
ADMINISTERED BY THE BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES
AND WILDLIFE, 1967
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Table 3. National wildlife refuges in Texas — 1967

Area "~ Location ‘ Deséripfian—%Fccilifies o ‘Acres 1966
Attendance
“({visits)
.jAnQHUEC”'NﬁﬁOﬂdI v]Siﬂi[es scufhec_sm“’ Excélléﬂf' apporfunlflés Tc cbservek 9,837 | 966
Wiidlifé’Refuge v. . of Anahuac - waterfowl and water birds in seasen. - . S

Slghfseemg, nature - observafion - dand
photographing.  Visitor. facilities. lim-
'lfed to pnmmve rcdds - Public hunt- .

AransdsNuhondl 7 males scufh of 'Winférihg graund fcrfhe ‘rvc’n:'é WH'oop; N }47,261" SR ~46,]85
+-Wildlife: Refuge - ~>-~vAUSTWE|| .. o cing cranes-(48-in 1967). A host of oo S
: LR e e "c’rher wuldhfe cm‘rgchcns'

Ctails :
y wqferfewl 5:ghfseem
“servation; hlkmgv and

'Buffalo Lake.
Nahanal

283,611

ERIC :

qﬁ :



E

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

U.8. Forest Service

The U.S. Forest Service administers four na-
tional forests, comprising 658,000 acres in the piney
woods of East Texas, and 117,000 acres of national
grasslands in the Panhandle and North Texas.
Lands are administered by this federal agency
under the Multiple Use Act of 1960, the central
theme of which is * management of all the various
renewable surface resources of tlie rational forests
so that they are utilized in the combination that
will best meet the needs of the American people.”
Thus the concepts of conservation and muiiiple
use constitute the basic philosophy of the Forest
Service in managing forests and grasslands for
water, timber, wildlife, range and recreation values.

Recreation resources are available to the pub-
lic, but must be consistent with the overall man-
agement of the forest or grassland. Consequently,
a major consideration of the USFS is to develop
facilities on public lands and prevent overuse of
recreation areas which might result in deteriora-
tion of the forest or grassland environment.

National Forests. With the construction of the
state’s two largest reservoirs, both located mostly
within two of the national forests, the U.S. Forest
Service has assumed an important role in meeting
the outdoor recreation demand in Texas. Sam
Rayburn Reservoir, a 114,000 acre impoundment,
was constructed by the Corps of Engineers in the
heart of the Angelina National Forest. The dam
was completed in January of 1966. Toledo Bend
Reservoir, constructed by the Sabine River Author-
ities of Texas and Louisiana’, covers approximately
186,000 acres of bottomland in the Sabine Na-
tional Forest and western portivi. of Louisiana.
When the expected normal power pool level is
reached,, this lake will be Texas' largest.

Because the Forest Service administers 92 miles
of forested shoreline on Sam Rayburn and 192
miles on.Toledo "Bend, this. agency can provide
adequate public access to the reservoir and develop
facilities' for 'a "broad forest “recreation program
capntahzmg on the values of the forest environ-
ment.
on Sam Rayburn, with two additional sites under
construction. - The. Corps of . Engineers has also
developed recreation facilities on the lake. ‘There
_are 51 potential recreation area deslgnated by the

Currently, five U.8.F.8. recreation areas are

Corps of Engineers and the U.S.F.S. A total of
32 sites have been seclected by the Service.

On the Texas side of Tolulo Bend, seven
recreation arcas are planned by the U.: F.S., while
the Sabine River Authority also plans w0 develop
facilities in other portions of the national forest.
In the Davy Crockett Forest, four aress have been
developed; in the Sam Houston Forest, three
recreation areas and one scenic area.

The San Jacinto River Authority and the City
of Houston will construct a 21,000-acre reservoir,
Lake Conroce, in 1968. The upper reaches of this
impoundment will inundate a portion of the Sam
Houston National Forest. Plans are to develop
eight recreation areas along the forested shoreline,
forests in 1966

Visitation to the national

totalled 630,000,

Forest Visits
Sam Houston 112,300
Davy Crockett 181,400
Angelina 238,800
Sabine 98,000

Total 630,500

In 1967, more than 2 million visits had been
made to Corps of Engineers and Forest Service
recreation facilities at Sam Rayburn Reservoir.
Out-ofstate professional guides and fishermen
have rated the black bass fishing as among the
best in the United States.

From visitor use data collected in 1966, the
Forest Service determined recreation participation
by activities and tabulated these percentages:

Activity Percentage
Camping 34.8
Fishing 24.7
Driving for pleasure 125
Hunting 11.9
Picnicking 5.3
Swimming 5.0
Boat cruising 2.6
Hiking - 0.9

Hunting pressure has increased on the forests.
Hunting game include — squirrel, deer, rabbit,
dove, ducks and quail. Seasons and bag limits are
the same. as for other lands in the particular
county -with the exception of two game manage-
ment areas that the Forest Service administers.
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AREAS ADMINISTERED BY THE
U.S5. FOREST SERVICE,
1967
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RECREATION AREAS

IN THE TEXAS NATIONAL FORESTS,

1967
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National Grasslands. The five Panhandle Na-
tional Grasslands in Texas represent 117,000 acres
of former dust bowl lands administered by U.5.F.5.
Under authority of the Bankhead-Jones Farm Ten-
ant Act, these areas are a part of the National
Forest System permanently held by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. As stated by D. C. Stevens,
forest supervisor, “it is intended that these lands be
administered under sound and progressxve princi-
ples of land conservation and multiple use, pro-
moting the development of grassland agnculture,
sustained yield of forage, fish, wildlife, timber,
water and recreation resources.”

As soil fertility was built up and grass stands
established, ranchers began to utilize the forage
grown on these dust bowl lands. In 1963, some
300 ranchers used these areas for grazing. Experi-
ments to develop pine stands on Caddo National
Grassland in North Texas have been successful.
Indications are that tree farming may be profit-
able in that area.

As another part of ijts multiple-use program,
the Forest Service over the last 10 years has spent

and 1mprove recreation opportunties for visitors
on Texas grasslands. Five impoundments, con-
structed during the late 1930’s, have been improved
within the last 5 years. Recreation facilities have
been provided at four of these impoundments,
Lake Davy Crockett, Coffeemill Lake, Lake Mar-
vin and Lake McClellan. Concessionaires operate
at Lake McClellan and Lake Davy Crockett with
obligations to maintain recreation areas and
improvements.

Recreation facilities also have been developed
at four floodwater retention impoundments, con-
structed on the grasslands by the Soil Conserva-
tion Service.

Nearly all of the National Grasslands are open
to hunting under state game regulations.

In 1966, approximately 317,000 visits were
made to the Panhandle National Grasslands.

Grassland Visits
Black Kettle 147,500
McClelland Creek 120,000
Cross Timbers 4,700
Caddo 41 ,800
Rita Blanco . —_—

Total 314,000

Almost a million visits were made to recrea-
tion areas.in grasslands and forests, administered
by the U.8.F.5. in 1966.
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- US. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

The United States Army Corps of Engineers
is charged by Congress with responsibility for con-
struction, improvement and maintenance of the
nation’s harbors and navigable waterways. The
Corps also is responsible for flood control, water
conservation, shore protection and other water
resource development. The Corps is authorized
to construct and permit construction, operation
and maintenance of public parks and recreation
facilities on government-owned lands at water re-
source development projects, under jurisdiction of
the Corps of Engineers.

A total of 23 Corps reservoir projects were
developed in Texas by 1967, with a combined sur-
face acreage of 488,000 at the conservation pm’)l
level. Around the perimeter of these reservoirs,
over 70,000 acres of shoreline are set aside for
public outdoor recreation. Other federal, state
and local governmental agencies are encouraged
to develop and operate public park facilities. In
1966, of the 233 developed park sites, 31 areas
were maintained and operated by state and local
government.

Sam Rayburn Reservoir, a 114,000 acre im-
poundment, is the second largest artificial lake
in the state. Of the 51 designated recreation sites,
19 have been planned for development by the
Corps. Ten of these sites are now in operation.
Lake Texoma, a major reservoir on the Oklahoma-
Texas border, has 48 public sites with 27 developed
for public use by the Corps.

Most of the lakes developed by this federal
agency are near major population centers. Water
recreation benefits of these projects have been
recognized through extensive planning and devel-
opment. Thus the Corps of Engineers plays a
vital role in meeting the growing outdoor recrea-
tion demand in the state. Objectives in marshal-
ling the recreation values of reservoirs include
preservation of the natural scenic beauty of shore-
lines. Consideration also is given historic- and
archeological resources. Public-use areas generally
have parking areas, overlooks, picnic areas, tent
and trailer campgrounds, sanitary facilities, swim-
ming beaches, multiple-lane concrete boat launch-
ing ramps and boat docks. Organized camps are
also developed on project land by cooperating
governmental agencies and youth organizations.

In 1966, approximately 34,600,000 total visits
were made to Corps reservoirs. Lake Texoma,
Lake O’ the Pines and Whitney Reservoir are
among the most popular water reereation attrac-
t1ons.

19,



Table 4. . Existing recreation areas administered by the U.S. Forest Service — 1967
19éé
, o e : 3 : Attendance
Area Location - Description — Facilities Acres (visifs)
National Forests ~ 658,000 630, 500
Sam Houston San Jacinto, 158,233 12, 300
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Table 4. Continued

Area

Lacahon

Description — facilities
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" Dallam’ Ccunfy, . : ~
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Acres {visits)
19
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CORPS OF ENGINEERS
RESERVQOIRS, 1967
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RANKING BY SIZE

1. Sam Royburn 13. Waco

2. Texoma 14. Stilthouse Heliow

3. Texarkana 15. San Angelo

4. Garza-litlle Elm 14. Navarro Mills

5. Lake ©° the Pines 17. Proctor

&. Whitney 18. Benbrook

7. Dam B 19. Bardwell

8. Semerville 20. Hordes Creek

9. Laven 21. Caddo Lake

10. Canyon 22. Pat Mayse {under construction)

11. Belton 23. Wallisville {under construction)

12. Gropevine 24, Boarker (flood retention only)
25, Addicks {flood relention only)

Presently, a study is underway to determine if
21 flood control projects are economically justi-
fied. These investigations are authorized by Con-
gress for stated localities and for specific purposes
at the request of local inteiests, Two reservoirs

are under construction.

- All reservoirs are stocked regularly with a
variety of game [ish by the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department. Hunting in parks or on
game refuges is prohibited. In some cases, arrange-
ments may be made at area headquarters to hunt
on other lands and waters of the rescrvoirs.

E

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




Table 5. Conﬁnued'

Number AT e T O T T
iR . Surface - recreation - Land o Admmlsferlng B Aﬁendance
‘Reservoir: -~ i acres ' v sﬂes . acres. agency___ E ~(visits)

.Garza-Little Elm - . 23,280 .- 21 5,349 . U. 5. A E (17) o ’2,166,'500'
Reservoir .= "~ . 7. T .. “iCity. of Fdrmers Branch o :
F R ‘ : o B ' .City of ‘Denton . -
R . City_of Lewisville -
,ley'cf Fnscc

15,800 ST U, SA E(14) o
LR e *’Whn‘ney S ‘te. quk
{TPWD)
Hill County (2)
City "of Whitney '
feee i : e < City 'of Morgcn

18,700 0 Zo s L7080 USAE (5) : ,
SR Segn S Martin Dies. Sfdfe Park o

<= (TPWDY- : N
'.;'Jqsper Ccun‘ry Pcu'k

4 300,000
3 377 10(3

?he Pmes

1.882,400

2,376,900

“Lavon Reservoir

L ’:Gdl’id'nd ‘and: Wylle

‘,,"Cnfy of Plano. .

: oF Mcl(mney,
s

: 956 000'} ',‘
11793200
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Table 5. Continued

i “pUhblic
St i Surface:s v recredation::
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~ Number

1966
.. Aftendance
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: “rovisits)

21. fcaddo Lake
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GOVERNMENT

Texas State Parks

Texas” 59 state parks and recreation arcas arc
administered by the Prrks and Wildlife Depart-
ment, under the direction of a three-member com-
mission. Five of these areas have been recom-
mended for divestment because they do not meet
the criteria of statewide significance. Texas has
a combined total of 61,236 acres of state park land

or about 6 acres for every 1,000 residents. About
26 percent of this acreage is water.
Several recent developments have clarified

the role of the Parks and Wildlife Department.
Through the State of Texas Comprehensive Out-
door Recreation Plan (1965) an analysis was made
of the statewide outdoor recreation program, in-
cluding the efforts of all public and private agen-
cies. An additional responsibility has been ad-
ministration of the Land and Water Conservation
Fund program, involving the review of applications
for matching funds to develop recreation facili-
ties. The Department has thus become a central

coordinator of all suppliers of recreation in the

In a report to the Governor and the people
of Texas in January 1967, the Department
described critical problems preventing the agency,
as the primary state body supplying outdoor recre-
ation opportumtles, from developing an adequate
state park system. Since most of the park lands

Q
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Cadda Lake Stafe Park

| 34569,900

acquired in the past have been donated, state
facilities have not always been located with respect
to where people live. The report described the
lack of an ongoing land acquisition program to
meet a pressing demand and the absence of a
strong devr;-lapmcut program to assure quality out-
door recreation facilities. The result of this pub-
lic information program which clearly advocated
strengthening of the state’s responsibility, resulted
in the c1tlzenry approving a %75 million bond
program in 1967 to expand and improve the state
park system during the next decade. Combined
effect of these recent developments has been form-
ulation of a recreation policy on the part of the
Parks and Wildlife Department, as both supplier
of recreation opportunities on state land and as
comprehensive planner and coordinator of the
total outdoor Texas recreation system.

Objectives in the state park program include
development of state recreation areas within short
driving time of major Texas urban centers, to
preserve the more outstanding natural areas of the
state and to designate and set aside areas of state-
wide historical significance.

State Recreation dAreas. Twenty-nine state
recreation areas, totaling 33,000 acres, are desig-
nated as “‘user-oriented” developments. These
areas provide for active and diversified outdoor
recreation. Where sufficient acreage is available,
natural areas and wildlife sanctuaries are included,
and the department is planmng an expanded
program of nature trails and interpretation. The
‘Texas Outdoor Recreation Plan calls for more of
these areas to be located, where possible, within 2
hours driving time of one or more urban areas.
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TEXAS STATE PARK SYSTEM, 1967
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SCENIC PARKS 14. Possum Kingdom 30. Lake Corpus Christi 44. Lyndon B. Johnson
1. Palo Duro Canyon 15. Abilene 31. Goose Island 45. Mission Tejas
2. Monchans Sandhills 16. Cleburne 32. Falcon 46. San Jacinto Battleground
3. Davis Mountains 17. Loke Brawnweood 33. Tyler 47. Stephen F, Austin
4. CLaddo Lake 18, Meridian - 34, Balmorhea 48. Varner-Hogg Plantation
5. Longhern Cavem 19. Lake Whitney 35. Big Spring 49, Washinglon-on-the-Brazes
6. Bastrop 20. Fort Parker 36. Bigneco 50. Acton
7. Polmatto 21. Mother Neff 37. Lockhart 51. Alamo
8. Bentsen - Rio Grande 22. ‘Inks Loke 38. MacKenzie 52. Battleship Texaos
2. Brazos island 23. Huntsville 53. Eisenhower Birthplace
A 24. Mortin Dies, Jr. HISTORICAL AREAS 54. Fannin Battleground
RECREATION AREAS 25. Buescher 39. Fort Griffin 55. General Zarageza Birthplace
10. Eisenhower 26. Kerrville - 40. Goliad 56. Monument Hill
11. Boenham 27. Gomer 41. Gov. Hogg Shrine 57. DId Fort Parker
12. Daingerfield 23, Velasco 42, Indianocla 58. Port Isabel Lighthouse
13. Atlanta 29, Port Lavaca Causeway 43. Jim Hogy - 59. S5an Jose Mission
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State Scenic Parks. The nine state scenic parks
comprise 25,000 acres or about 40 percent of the
total state park acreage. These parks preserve
large areas or specific natural features with match-
less or outstanding significance. Included in this
objective is the preservation of unique ecological
areas and rare or endangered plant or animal
species. Resource preservation is paramount in
scenic parks. Development generally is kept to
a minimum, with ne intrusive encroachments on
the natural environment.

State Historical Parks and Sites. The 21 State
historic parks and sites represent some of T'exas’
most unique historical areas of statewide signifi-
cance. These total 2,600 acres. The 10 historic
parks include enough land for active recreation
activities, while the 11 historic sites are smaller
areas, with sufficient land to protect the site’s
historic features. These areas represent about 4
percent of the total state park acreage.

Visitation. Visitation to state parks, recreation
areas and historical sites has increased the past
few years. While the population of Texas has
grown about 125 percent the past b years, state
park visitation has increased 48.5 percent. Visits
have inereased 180 percent in the last decade.

The 1966 attendance at Texas State Parks was
10.9 million. Huntsville State Park recorded the
largest number of visits with 1,500,000. At Martin
Dies, Jr. State Park, over 1 million visits were
counted, while other popular areas included Gar-
ner State Park, San Jacinto Battleground, Lake
Corpus Christi, Inks Lake and Stephen F. Austin
Historical Park.

Expansion program. The 10-year program for
expanding Texas parks calls for addition of 145,000
acres, with land acquisition taking place during
the early stages of the program to prevent, rapid
escalation of land prices. By categories, the fol-
lowing areas are planned for acquisition and
development.

26 recreation areas
14 scenic parks...... .
41 historical areas............ 5,005 acres

144,720 acres

TOTAL STATE PARK VISITS,
1955-1956

PERK ¥1SITS {Mi1ldons}

180 % increase 1955 - 1966

34
2
14
- =T T T T T == T | N AN T
1956 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 1661 1962 7963 1964 1965 1966
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Table 6. Sfcfe parks ddmlmstered by Texas Pc:rks cmd Wildlife Departmenf 1967

1966
, : LT e e S Co Attendance
~Area - S chqﬁgni ' .. - Recreation oppaortunifies .- S Acres’ o [visits)

Sceni’c"»parks:' IECRIEE : R e o e - P
Pale-Duro” "~ “Near Canyon - ;C«:iiﬁ}iiiﬁg,"'pichitkiing,ﬁ‘ horseback rid- 15,103 296,686
) Ccmyon o .. ving, concessions: ‘The Pioneer Amphl—» . . S
, R e s e e ’:fhegter hosted .“63,000 spécﬂ:fors in,

1966 for: the. oufdoor fheaters sum-
" mer-show !'Texas.’ :

, g, hiking:" lndlaﬁ
lge- js undergolng rehdbdlfqhonx :
: and xpans on . LT

" Near Ft. Pavis 151,310

';'Mcunfqms ;

Monghans . - Near Monahans es- 3,840 . 113,710

Sandhills -0

ew, nq'ru rql

Caddo Lake - “Near Marshall . lakes i 478 60212




Table 6. Centinued

 Area U location | Y Acres

1966
Attendance
“(visifs) o
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224,374
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Table 6. Continved ’ B
o 1966

o : ST o S . Attendance

Ared Locahon ~-Recreation ;apporfuniti’es,‘ L o Acres }('\f‘/isii‘s)'»,",g

San Jacinto Necar Deer Park -Ba’rﬂeground museum, ~ World's ~'ﬁ;l;<:i||‘; 440 0 422,804

Battleground. , - est-mondment located | ere. R S T e

‘Stephen F.- ~'Né_cr:‘5¢m Felipe ~ ~Cam, ';:g, pn:m::kmg Bcn‘h,, {664 ' 355749

Austin 3 R ir cml recently ccmpleted ORI R

fVarner-HQgg NedF WeSt s : : 41’412
:.:»:'Columbla i

=Plantation -

fir,,Washmgton -on

, 15;' Necnr Washmgfan I o
‘*—ZThe Brdzcs e .

72212

Texas State Wildlifé- Managémeﬁt Areas

small to large tracts of land strateglcally located in
distinctive vegetative regions. These areas pro-
vide sites for wildlife research and dcmcmﬂrqtmn
of sound wildlife management practices. Certain
areas also serve as refuges for endangered wildlife
species, waterfowl feeding and resting grounds and
harvest areas for game surpluses, as dictated by
research and management programs.

Much of the prime wildlife habitat is being
lost to reservoirs, industrial development, high-

Q
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ways and improved and mechanized farming, which
includes large-scale cultivation of virgin grasslands
and woodlands. Estimates since 1936 indicate that
approximately 6 million acres of prime wildlife
habitat were lost. Species most endangered in-
clude deer, wild turkey, quail, squirrel, javelina,
pronghorn antelope, white-winged dove and prairie
chicken.

Nine wildlife management areas in Texas com-
bine a total of 146,327 acres. These wildlife
areas, more than refuges, serve as multiple-use
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STATE WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM AREAS, 1967
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areas offering recreation opportunities, as well as chase of seven new areas of 125,000 acres. This

providing a laboratory for scientists. Although will bring the total to 374,000 acres in 16 wildlife
primarily established for game management and management areas. Of this additional acreage,
fisheries research, the wildlife management system much has potential for wilderness types of outdoor
demonstrates effects of tested range and livestock recreation, including hiking and primitive camp-
and game management practlces, serves as an out- ing; observation towers for Qb&ervmg unusual char-
door classroom, showcases for wildlife in the natu- acteristics of wildlife; access to rivers, boat storage

“ral habitat and field trial grounds for huntmg and dock facilities; white-water boat trips; and
dog enthusiasts. public hunting areas. Although of scenic and

Long-range plans, developed by the Parks and recreational values, these areas would be closed
Wildlife Department, include expansion of exist- to- these uses during penodr when game survey
ing state wildlife areas by 103,000 acres and pur- and public hunts were in progress.
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Table 7 State w'ildlife mandg:emehf,;c‘lreds;,r ’adminisfeféd' by the Texr_ﬁs Fdfks’ ,‘d_ndﬁwﬂfdlifé Depcrfmenf—_
1967 S R - ministered by the lexas Fdrks dnd Wildlire Department —

“Management
© oo Areas :
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TEXAS STATE FORESTS

D §TATE FOREST

(2,89

96 ACRES) /
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Texas' four state forests, totaling 6,943 acres,
are managed by the Texas Forest Service Texas
A&M University System. These f[orests serve as
demonstration areas to provide information on
sound forest management for private forest land-
owners, as well as the general public. More spe-
cifically, the basic objective of state forest man-
agement is to demonstrate simultaneously sus-
tained vyield timber production, provision of wild-
life habitat, limited outdoor recreation, grazing
and watershed management, while maintaining
and improving the aesthetic values of the forest
environment.

Recreation areas and facilities on state forest
lands are limited primarily to picnicking and hik-
ing. Other than fishing and swimming at three
sites, no other water-based recreation is available.
All state forest lands are designated as wildlife
refuges. Hunting is prohibited. Self-guided trails
are located in each state forest and assist in inter-
preting forest management practices.
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The 13 river authorities in Texas were formed
by legislative statute far various water recsource
development purposes and include municipal, in-
dustrial, agricultural and mining water needs,
navigation requirements, flood and pollution con-
trol, power generation, stream and soil conserva-
tion and recreation, fish and wildlife benefits.
Although river authorities are located on every
major river basin in the state, not all are basin
wide in - scope. Few have authority to carry out
a comprehensive development program. Conse-
quently, the scope of interest and involvement in
river basin development varies widely among
authorities. )

Provisions established by legislative authority
for outdoor recreation development and adminis-
tration also vary among river authorities. For five
authorities, the recreation function is defined *‘to
not prevent free use.”” Other river authorities are
specifically authorized to acquire land for develop-
ment and administration of recreation areas and
facilities. Most agencies which have constructed
large water projects have received specilic legisla-
tive authority for recreation development. How-
ever, until recently, this function was not exercised
greatly and was delegated to state, county and mu-
nicipal agencies and concessionaires. With funds
now available from both the Land and Water
Conservation Fund Program and the Texas Water
Development Board for acquisition and develop-
ment, river authorities may capitalize on the recre-
ation potential of water development projects.

ER]
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RESERVOIRS

OPERATED BY THE

RIVER AUTHORITIES, 1967

LOWER COLORADO
RIVER AUTHORITY

1. Loke Buchanan
Inks Lake

Lake LBJ

Lake Marble Falls
Lake Travis
Loke Austin
Lake Bastrep

NO kL =

SABINE RIVER AUTHORITY

J ey

BRAZOS RIVER AUTHORITY

10. Possum Kingdom
11. De Cordova Bend

SAN JACINTO RIVER
- AUTHORITY

12. Lake Houston

13. Highlands

14. Loke Conree (U.C.})
TRINITY RIVER AUTHORITY
15. Lake Livingsten {U.C.)
GUADALUPE-BLANCO
RIVER AUTHORITY

16. Lake Gonzales

m—|nun':-néi'§‘g Bl cais
e N 11

e

8. Lake Tawakoni
2. Tolede Bend
Al

“Ei | oo [irment

an

e
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Tuble 10 lists river authorities which admin- ments.  In 1967, 17 projects of this size totalled
ister reservoirs of 500 surface acres and over and 485,632 surface acres. Approximately 39,656 acres
the recreation developments of these impound- were designated for parks and rccreation areas.

Table]O Eés{éfv(c:_i'r, owned and,p;ﬁerqfed byrwér éUthrlfIESa—— ]96?

Location

Lower - LoKe 'Austin © Northwest of Austin,
Colorado: 7. -+ o swithin ety limits
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Table 10. Continued

LAKES UNDER
JURISDICTION

OF WATER DISTRICTS,

MUNICIPALITIES
AND COUNTIES

Specml TEX*iS districts w1rh d;stmct water func-

River :  Surface o
authority Reservoir " Location acres Recreation Development Acres
Braics 10 Possum ) 11 miles easf of Min- - 19,SQD Possum ngdom S’rcﬂ'e - 74.0

’ Kingdom = eral Wells in quc ,‘ - Park. ,
.0 .. Pinte County.. . ..o . Undeveloped. 15,661.0
“11. De Cordova 8 miles ’séufhedstfi;\f‘”: 8,500 A $55,000 grr:mf from the "
© . Bend. Granbury: . -in. Hood - Bureau.of: Outdoor Recrea-. ,
C - and Purker Ccunhés, e “tion will ‘be used‘to devel- -~ - -

. S “op recreation’ facilities. - e
‘;Sdn:ﬁJdéi'n’?cjf 120 que ] ' “4‘1‘1“”'65 'néffh ’of Shal- "12,55»0@ ;'fiAlexgnder—Deusseﬁ Pdrk 3000
BRI R chsfon e gdon in. Harrls Ccunfy o pmel e ——Harris - County - - ; v

13. Lake L7 miles ncrthwest ‘of -~ 21,000 »"Faur prapc:sed L.regreéfion 80.0
7 Cohroe " Conroe  in Monfgcm-»if, S areas. - ,
i Ll s ery C'Qum‘y e e
14, ‘Highlands 2 m:les éas’r ,of Hngh-’, 1,407
Reservoir ‘lcmds in HC!I'I’IS Coun-
Trinity " 15, Lake _ 6 miles southwest of .~ 82,250 ' 19 proposed recreation
: SR Ly -'Livihgsfon " Livingston on Trlmfy L drecls.;, .
o U R Rlver ’ ’ S .
gGunglupe-; 5 'fpf’l‘é‘_y»L.:ke SoeuB, miles’ west of Gon-v. | i'696  Public ‘access prcwded “59.0"
»Bk:mco 'ngzgles s zaleg s vin Gcnzules ok ~‘throughseveral private i
: S Countyl SRR : develapmen’rs along lake- "
S e v . shore. " GBRA 'plans o =
““small recreation develop-
e e g T : Vmem‘ m negr future. © e
. Grand Totals " 435 632 . A "7"3'9,65,@.,,,;.‘

createdd by the legislature cannot levy taxes or
assessments but must depend on loans from the
Federal Government and district revenues. Most
of the locally-created water districts are not sub-
ject to constitutional andjor statutory debt and
tax restrictions. Water districts possess the right
Df emim—:nt damain, the power to lease, purchase
,,,,,, , employ
1&103 oﬂlccrs and enter into cantracta Unlike
cities, however, water districts do not have broad
police powers to promote the public health and

tions number in the hundreds, have widely diverse
statutory powers and purposes, and are created by

various methods. Official names given these dis-
tricts are often unrcliable and meaningless. Most
water districts either supply water or control it;
many perform both functions. Consequently, the
maintenance of streams and rivers has been under-
taken to meet the demands for municipal, indus-
trial and irrigation uses, as well as navigation,
recreation, flood prevention, soil conservation and
power supply.

Water districts may be created two ways —
either under the general laws of the state or by
special act of the legislature. Generally, districts

ERIC ‘

general welfare.

Many large 1mp0undments developed by water
districts have recreation potential, even though
these projects were established for water supply.
General policy of most districts has been to acquire
only land needed for the project or for necessary
maintenance and operation of the reservoir and
principal structures. In some cases, surplus land
has been open to the public but, generally, this
type has represented an insignificant factor in
overall lake development., Public facilities have
been provided primarily within the framework of
physical and financial capabilities for operating,
maintaining and policing the areas. Two state
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RESERVQIRS OPERATED BY
SPECIAL WATER DISTRICTS
{Above 500 Acres)

RESERVOIRS UNDER JURISDICTION
OF MUNICIPALITIES AND COUNTIES
{Above 500 Acres)

Praint

C A e Vo A HE Tl 1
T o ey o g . 25 e 4 112 0 o oy P
) . L L1 =T

o] wen ] coug®

;L-—S::-j:

N Bl LA

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

parks have b..n developed on these types ol
TEServoirs.

Approximately 27 reservoirs of 500 acres and
over have been constructed by water districts, com-
prising a total of 168,800 surface acres. About
15,641 acres surrounding these lakes are desig
nated for recreation land use.

Presenily, 40 municipal lakes in Texas are 500
or more surface acres in size and represent 29
municipalities. Most of these lakes were estab-
lished for water supply. In most cases money for
recreation development has not been available.

The Statewide Water Recreation Study Com-
mittee, created by Governor John Connally in
1963, found, through studies and hearings through-
out the state, serious deficiencies in providing pub-
lic access to local reservoirs and developing public
recreation facilities. The Committee pointed out
the heavy demand for water-based recreation in
Texas. At the Dallas Public Hearing, the city
manager of Arlington testified that on July 4,
1963, 25,000 people crowded around and onto
Lake Arlington, which is a little more than 1 mile
long and less than 500 feet wide. After conclud-
ing its study, the Governor’s Committee recom-
mended a clarification of local responsibility and
also suggested that the Texas Water Development
Board require a recreation plan for every new
public reservoir.

Land-use planning and zoning often has been
neglected before actual construction of municipal
lakes. Consequently, land speculation and resi-
dential development has limited much of the
esthetic qualities and recreational uses of many
waler projects.

Several multi-purpose lakes have been devel-
oped recently, with rgcreation given prime con-
sideration and study. Examples of lakes involving
considerable recreation planning include Decker
Lake in Austin and Lake Arrowhead, developed
by the city of Wichita Falls.

Municipal lakes in Texas cover a total of 145,304
acres; 19,977 acres have been set aside for parks
and recreation areas.

There are currently five county lakes of 500
surface acres and over, covering 4,559 acres. These
lakes have been developed for outdoor recreation
uses.



Table 11. Reservoirs owned and operated by water dxs'rnc‘rs—— 1967
500 surfdce acres and over

_ Surface ' , o o Recreation Owner of
Reservoir acres L Purpcse Development Acres almpoundment
Red Bluff 11,700 Wafer supply — municipal, 3. 4 Red -Bluff Water-
Reservoir mdusfrlul mining uses - Power Control -
‘ v IR i Dlsfﬂcf
Lamd Alta - B 2,490 Water :sup'plvyif%— i_hldus,rr’ialq‘ ' Br::wnsvnlle
Reservoir - - and municipal -purposes - ,NC!\!Igﬂﬂﬁhw Distrlct

Anchuac lake . 5,300

v Vql_ley Acres : 906

Reservoir.

Murvaul Ldke, - 3;820

Farmers Creek 1 A70

' Reservo;r

Lake Cgr"k u..s e ]5,500

Chrlsh

*-‘fLeéﬁ»-ﬁLé ke
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“Water supply _ irﬁygéﬁﬁn,

: 1m|nmg, recreatlanal uses

Water supply — irfigation,

“mining, industrial ‘uses: "~

municipdl ‘purposes;

Mun‘idpﬂi,t:indusfridl and

recregtional

Wufer supply — munlclpcl S
mdu§triql mmmg uses

Irngarlon, hydrc elecfrlc
power; manufacfurmg,

Park

ther supply — mu 1

industrial purposes

k "/»«Lower Nuec
. River Water
: ’Suppfy District

" Lake Carpus .
~Christi- S‘rc’re

: ;Choh"!ber’zs{ﬁbérfy
“County: Nawgahon
Dlstrn;f ‘

Valley -Acrésf i

Water" District

Panold Ccfmhf‘y* ‘

Freésh .Water..:
'_Supply D;sfnc‘r

- “North Mcm‘gg ue

Water Supply

" Distriet -
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Table 11, Continued
e o Surfuce‘ S Recreaflon : Owner of
“Reservxair qcres Purpose™ Develcpmenf Acres lmpaundmenf

: Whife EIVEI’;

Brawnwcod

a9

Whnfe River -
Mun:c(pcl Wﬂfér

; ‘Tqrrqn‘r Ceum‘y
“Wester’ Control .

dand lmprcvemenf

District .

'Tarranf Caunfy
Water




Table 12. Reservoirs under jurisdiction of municipalities and counties — 1967
500 surfc:ce acres and over ,

, : s Surfcce Recreaﬁar\ , L ;
Municipality - Reservoir . acres - - “development . Acres Administering agency

Dalhart Lake Rita Blanca” - - 524 Dallam Hariley - 71,5000 Recreation—Hartléy County

g , ’ © Park 7 Reservoir— Dalhart
‘Scm Anéelo Lake Ndsworthy - . '1;596 - . : R ,1',250' Cify, cf'iSan ‘Ange‘l‘c" :

© Twin Buﬁs Lake 8‘4‘0'0‘ oA ,‘ 3,423 Lo | :

‘ Lake Sweefwater T ‘Recreation—Nolan Couniy.

-Swéefwmer Sweefwaier ‘Lak‘es . ....630 ,
SRR e : s » 'Pdrk Reservoir — Sweetwater -

' : C)ak Creek

" Reserveir - o ipazg i S 1877 ',:Ci'fybfiS:\ye{efwéfer;

Stamford  ~ Stamford 'que';f o 5125

“Abilene. Fort Phanfom H|II

- Coleman

39
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Table 12. Continued

. o Surfcl;e‘ Recreation : : : - :
Municipality . - Reservoir = - qcres - . development .. - Acres. . - Administering agency

Bowie . - Amon Carfer R 7T . .79 City of Bowie
o F{eservclr : : ' B ’ : - _

Tylyer” L ‘Tyler Ldke e »72;475(_5:_" e
S LMud Créek Lake o ‘2',5,80

‘San_ Antonio k 'V:cfor Brdumg o ],350 o :
SR Lake 4 BT ey R

’ Dlmcs Reservonr

Brééi{eﬁ}fdgé vt‘”’Lc:ke Damel?j‘ LA
Fort Worth ~  Lake Worth 3,

5 ’Chddréss : :;;Bgylgr Creef L ke

/ LakeWcrth Pgrk S Cny of FQrT Wﬁrfh
’ [ e o "\ley of Chx]dress

Games :,Hé, =

Gy of A,u_sf;iﬁ :

. Aushnﬁ 5 ' Decker Lake Pdrké';,bFqu:S/éséd’?y'.f‘« o

N
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