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ABSTRACT

This syllabus describes and outlines the first half
of an esmperimental, two-year course leadi to the study of a wmodern
foreign language at the University of Washington. In effect, the
two~- yoar course, which introduces the student to the nature of
language, tests the bhelief that it is easier to learn & second
foreign language, 4due to linguistic sophistication acquired in
leaxning the first, than it is to learn the first. The syllabus
outlines the course work required in the introductory course for the
avtumn and winter quarter-semesters. The basic texts selected for
this course include: *"A Linguistic Reader” by Wilson, "A M-eic
Guide to Language Learning® by MNoulton, and "Language®” by Sapir. The
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msmnhwwhmﬁmm:otmm
Wmmmmwacwmsm
mmtmipwnthea«ndm. Thece latter will be
organised to take advantage of sophistication galoed in the first
yoar. They will be accelerated by leaving moct of the oral drill to
udw“htﬁlmm,um‘mttMMwm
training and the genersl linguistic beckground which the students
briutotholmmmlm. The later portions of
mmmmmamm“mmw
tc-ticmmwmtm&-mtcrmmmw-m
courses in the regular language program. These courses will be planred
wmmmmmnwwmm—
cluionotthoﬂrstmctthnm It is expected that with
some modifications, svailabis materials will be used. One important
mdiﬁatioavinmwehinmmctmuoncntqcct
mxn,mmmmmbemmmm
towtotm]mntﬂl&om.cﬁﬂty. It is hoped that there will
umwmmmwmmmx
the first-year course.

wfmmmmmmmwmmm
& “secand™ foreign language is always easier than the “first” is due
tomilwlidtwwthstummm
a foreign language. The first year prograx will not only make this
mwtmmmmwmmm’
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for its own sake. Prom this, a desirsble side-product is anticipated:
Uommmrethnmmiognmthemmmmtaehr
nmmmm:»mummm,m
tmumuofm:,mchotourmhl‘hcchoollndeon‘p
teaching suffers umu;wwmwwucm‘mww
mmmttmormmormwmummumw
u.m,nm-tmmummrmmmiw
as a career.

Itumtmthtthismunm.sm%ﬂx
mmmanmmuhmwmmmtw-ncm
of intense drilling and pattern practice produces. We do anticipate,
however, mtmwtidmmwmuﬂlmam
undermofmmmhmnttbemtinameqmlor
better ability in reading and gruematical analysis. This adbility will
nmbothtoenabhtbcstudeuttomthelmﬂthccom
basis for perfection of the other skiils.

Itmummthtmmmummsws
usmmmm-mmmmwmmmmota
modern foreign langusge uhile cacrificing a certain amount of oral
fluency. MisbymmMintheMoftheﬁrst-
year course. It would aiso be possible to use the lingnistic
sophistication gained the first year as a basis for an oral course.
As.mtterofm,itmvw\dlmhmamh@ﬂthmm
oral "programmed” course in language since the student will no doubt
befabhtodizcmrwminﬂummmm.

In the experimental ‘stsges we wish to drew upon:a variety of

-
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background in high school and would perhaps like to toke a difforent
language at the University; sce~ond, some from those who plan a major in
& technical ficld and who are more likely to need a reading knowledge
of & modern foreign language; and, third, some of those who are
dissatisfied with the present language requirement and would consent to
being “guinea pigs" in this special progrsm. All students, with the
exception of those who bypass the requirement via the placement test,
will be oblizated to finish the two-year sequence. It is assumed that
all the students with prior langusge experience will take the place-
ment examination upon entrance to the University. This will provide

us with some additional information for evaluation of the program at
its termination. Those who do qualify for exemption from the language
requirement might be encouraged on the basis of their perfcrmance in the
first year of the course to take up one of the "critical™ languages
usually offered only to -upper-division and graduate students.

The program, at least in its experimental stage, is not to be
construed as an elective alternative to the language requirement at the
Univers!ty, although it will satisfy the requirement for those
perticipating. It will be implemented with a limited enrollment
(75-100) on & "permission only™ basis in its first year, 1968-69.

In 1969-70, the special language coursés would be limited to perbaps
three modern languages with approximetely twenty students in each. At
the ‘end of these ~ourses we propose to use available records of "regular”™
two-year language students for a comparison which we hope will be

instructive.
I% must be kept in mind that we consider the first-year course

4 .
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not only a preparation for the spocial language courses but as a genuine
“content”™ course, invaluable in itsclf as part of the general education

every university should offer to its students.

Course title: Introduction to Language, 101, 102, 103 (5, S, 5).

The course will consist of three lectures a week for the entire

class and two laboratory sessions for smaller groups (q:proximte:w -

20 in each) which will be led by graduate assistants in Linguistics.

The laboratory sessions will Provide the students with the opportunity to

work with language problems in a direct fashion through informants,

tapes, etc. We feel these sessions to be particularly important for

the acquisition of some practical phonetics and for the creation of

Problem-solving situations which lead to genuine understanding of the

complex structure of language. ;

Staff: One kalf-time member for the lecture portion and two to three. . ?
'

N N TV

graduate assistants for the laboratory seseions depending ‘upon the

size of the class.

Recommended texts: The three texts (marked in the Bibliography with
an asterisk) recommended for adoption for the course were chosen par-tly
because of their avoidance of much cf the highly esoteric terminology
to be found in modern linguistics. We feel that the course should be
directed more toward principles than detailed analysis. Sapir's boak
is probably the most readable introduction to language that exists.
Moulton's book focuses attention on the basic lingnistic problems which.
the language learner faces, but camnot usually recognize for lack of
initiation in lingnistics. A-L%istics Readexr was chosen for its

5 . ., | -
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breadth as well as its lavel. Some of the readings represent advanced
scholarship in Linguistics. These are included primarily for the
exceptional students who will undoubtedly want to pursue given topics
further. It is assumed that all assigned readings will be discussed
in class or laboratory on a level appropriate to the abilities of the

students in general.

H. Allen (ed.), Applicd English Linguistics.
A. Baugh, A History of the English Language. New York: Appleton
Century Crofts, S

L. Bloomfield, Language. New York: Holt. 1963.

Dineen, An Introduction to General Linguistics. New York: Holt,
Rinehart and Winston, 1967.

o6k J. Downing, The Initial Te&ChigLAljgabet. New York: Macmillan,
1 * -

W. Francis, The Structure of American English. New York: The

Ronald Press Co., 1958.

-H. Gleason, An Introduction to Descriptive L3 stics, New York:
Holt, Rinehart and wWinston, 1961. £

J. Greenberg (ed.), Universals of Langusge. Cembridge: The
M. I. T. Press, 1966.

P. Jakobson, G. Fant, and M. Halle, Preliminaries to Speech
Avalysis. Cambridge: M. I. T. Press, 1967. )

Lees, Grammar of English Nominalization, IJAL, Vol. 29, No. 3,
July, 1960.

E. Lenneberg (ed.), New Directions in the Study of Language.
Cambridge: The M. I. T. Press, 1 - : ,

*W. Moulton, A Linguistic Guide to Lenguage Teerning. MIA, 1966.

P. Roberts, English Syntax. New York: Harcourt, Brace and World,

: S. Robertson and F. Cassidy, The Development of Modern English.
Englewood Cliffs: ?renticéial‘l., 106k,

*E. Sepir, Lengvage. New York: Harcourt, Brace and Co., 1949,
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J. Waterman, Persnmectives in Linsuistics. Chicago: University
of Chicago Press, 1963.

o6 #G. Wilson (ed.), A Linguistic Reader. New York: Harper and Row,
1967.

Course Outline: As will be seen in more detail in the following out-

line, the first quarter, after a more general introduction to the nature
of language, is concerned mainly with the socunds of language in both
their physical and systemstic aspects. The second quarter first turns
to application of the knowledge of phonological systems to history and
then introduces larger linguié.tic' units and the processes which affect
them. The final quarter is devoted to a fairly sophisticated analysis
of English grammar and discussions of the major linguistic problems
which confront scholars in several fieids. .

The readings are suggested on the basis of accessibility and in
consideration of the level of the student, most have been selected
from & series of paperbacks which are recommended for purchase by the

students. The others already exist for the most part in mi:ltiple copies

in the l:iorary.



Autumn Quarter

1. Xaive concepts of language: thought dependent upon speech, language

equivalent to logic, primitive cultures--primitive languages,

speech--an approximation to writing.

Readings: Sapir, pp. 3-23.
Gleason, pp. 1-13.
Moulton, pp. 1-22.
Lab: Discussion

Def:l.nitions of language. Contrast on an introductory level,
current approaches to its description and. indicate major concep-
tions of the philosophers through history.

Readings: Waterman, pp. 1-17.

Applied English Linguistics, pp. 3-15.

Lab: Discussion

The uvnits of larguage: sound, word, sentence, idea.
universality of such units, especially phonetics.
Phonetic Alphabet and articulatory phonetics.

Readings: Moulton, pp. L9-6k.
-Lab: Dictation in English sounds

International

The Sounds of English. Psychological units and predictable

difference (Sapir).

" Readings: Sapir, pp. 43-S6.
Moulton, pp. 49-6k4.
Lab: Dictation

“The signifiea_x;ce

The Prague approach and Distinctive Features.
of linguists® intuition. Correlations with scquisition of sounds
Readings: A Linguistics Reader, p. 167-175. ' -

Jakobson, pp. 1-8.

Leab: Identif:.ee.tion of acoustic and articulatory correlates.

8
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Note other systems: French, Russian. Although sounds are differ-
ent, the same features suffice to abstractly characterize themn.
Note restrictions on occurrence that seem to be univei-sal versus
those that seem to be only a feature of & given language.

\

Readings:

‘Lab: Contrast schemes of consonants and vowels for several languages

Intonation and pitch. Demonstration of their importance: Chinese,.
Swedish, Serbocroatian. Film: V:.sible Speech. Demonstration of
voice synthesizer, (if possible).

Readings:

"Lab: Bring in informant

Diversity in a single language: Dialects: (State Department
English Dislect Film). Problems of a standerd language.

Readings: Applied English Linguistics, p. 251.

A Linguistics Reader, PP. 86-90, 90-95.
Lab: Continue with mforme.nt

Orthography. The Initial Teaching Alphabet. Short History of the
development of wrifing. Indication of how writing tends to pre-
serve morphemics, not phonetics, even though some languages (e g.
Finnish, Spanish) are more phonetically rendered

: Regd:mgs. A Linguistics Reader, p. 217.

Downmg, p. 3=15.
Gleason, TP 1&08—#211-

Baugh, Dp. 250-257

I.ab F:l.nish informant work

I=s
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T.Reag._mgs:' : Sapir,pp. ; 1#—1&1 .

- Lab: Discussion

Winter Quarter

Sound change and the sources of moderm Englz.sh The Great Vowel

" Shift v:a.ewed tra&:.t:.onally a.nd with features.

Read:mgs:' Sap:.r, PD-. . 171—191.
Baugh, . PP. 289"‘290.
Robertson, pp. 99-108.

Germanic languages, Grimm's and Verner's laws. Indo-—European

laniguage "family " "Wave" versus Tree" development

. Readings: Bloomf:.eld, pp. 29"(—320

. Waterman, pp. 18-60.
Applied English Tinguistiecs, TD. 31—36.

Lab: Practice with correspondences 'bei:ween German and English

and Latin a.nd fench

‘Other language Tamilies. Linguistic typology. Bilingualism and
. borrowing. as disruptive influences (Subst"atums). Note that the

2

difficulty in learmng a langumge-is prc‘bably related to degree g
of related.ness to the language one ‘beg:ms with.

Reo.dlngs: ' Creenberg, La.nguage and Evolnt:uon, Bo‘b‘bs Merrill Reprlnt

Sapir,. pp. ...92-206

-I.a'b: D:.scuss:Lon

Larger l:Lngu:Lst:Lc un.:z.ts. moxpheme-word-senuence -versas sentence-~
word-morpheme Introduce some practlcal work in cutt:.ng- for.

Vmorphemes o
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~'5. Rule governed behavior versus correctness. Substitutions are
‘restricted and restrictions are rules. More work with morphemes/

morphophonemic alternations in English.

Readings: A Linguistics Reader,; pp. 10-17, 57-62, 67-TO.
Lab: Morphemic problems

6. Inflection: English and French versus Latin and Russian. Compare

Turkish or Hungarian.

Readings: Sapir, pp. 57-81.
-’ Lab: Inflection problems

'7. Derivation: Examples from the same languages. Thorough indication
. of English debt to Latin-and French. ' :

_Readings: A Llngulstlcs Reader, pp. 139-150
' . Robertson, pp. 1L6-183.
Lab: Der:nrat:.on problems . : - » : o

8. Reflect:s.on of historical development of language in morphophonemic
alterna.tn.ons. Relatn.on of language acq_ulsltlon to historical
.change and to sound laws. ‘ '

. Rea.dlngs': Sa.p:l:r, pp. 171—191
Lab: DlSC'IJ.SSlOD.»

a. -'Bla.ck box idea of Grammar. "Inputf is 'known;' output is i&nown,
,ln.ngulst's task is to construct and test theorn.es that a.ccount
for the phenomenen of ln.ngu:n.stn.c competence. ’ )

Beadlngs.‘ A I.mgtustn.cs Reader, pp. 275 308. B SRR R

']_Tsa.b-‘ Dn.scussn.cn _
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. Iab: Problems

:Stmcture versus mea.nlng- ”Amblgulty.

-Spring Quarter

Syntax, diagramming sentences and immediate constituents: The

basic component of a Transformational Grammar.

Readings: Dineen, pp. 355-393.
Applied English Linguistics, p. 146.
A Linguistics Reader, p. 192.

Lab: Disclission

Y

Thé Noun::. Phrase and Verb Phrase in Engllsh a.nd in other la.nguages.
Categories of words versus- functz.ons. Tra.dl’clonal definitions.

Readings: (Roberts, pp. 1-30)
Tees, pp. 1-21

Agreement and government--Hierarchy of forms in grammar.

Readings:

Lsb: Problems

The tra.n‘sfozmation.- Surface versus deep ‘structure and diagramming

versus- a.na.]:y'31s. :

Rea.d:z_ngs. ~R. B. Lees, ‘Some Neglncted Aspects of Pa.rsmg (Bo‘b'bs—
Merrill’ Reprlnt ) , .

- Lab: Pro'blems a.nd. dlscus31on

"fReadlngs" A Llngulstlcs Rea.der, p. 76 S

2 Dlscu381on
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Sapir, pp. 208-220 (or Sapir, Langu.‘agé and Environment,
(Bobbs Merrili Re:pr:.nt) ’ —

ILab: Discussion

Other modern .approaches:. - Saussure, Bloomfield, H,Jelmslev, Marti-
net, Log1c1ans, Psychologlsts

Readings: Dlneen, _'pp. 192-195, 2)9-2)4-5, 299-312, 326-328
A Linguistics Reader, pp. 327-341.

-

Teaching languages. Comparison of modern and tradlt:.onal methods.

Reading‘s': A Linguisties’ Reader, TD. 3-9, 10-16 27-37, 57-62

- -Lab: Session w:.th forelgn students

‘Full Circle: La.ngua.ge mlversals. What is \Lan_guage-?
_Readinés: Greenberg, pp. 73-113. . . '
"Lab: Discussion T




