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ABSTRACT
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Abstract

One of the most significant trends in secondary school

organization is the semester system in which the regular ten-month
school year is divided into two five-month terms or semesters.

To evaluate the effectiveness of semestering in Vancouver
secondary schools, four types of questionnaire's were developed and

distributed to:

(1) principals of six arbitrarily selected schools where a
partial or full semester plan was in operation during
Lhe 1970-71 school year,

(2) teachers who taught semestered courses at these six schools,

(3) a 10% sampling of students from four schools which had a
full semester plan with a rotating or static timetable
schedule, and

(4) parents whose children participated in the research survey.

The majority of principals, teachers, parents and students
supported the various semester plans instituted in Vancouver schools.
Although there was a very wide range of comments made about semestering
by the respondents, the major advantages cited were:

(1) Students can graduate early.

(2) A greater variety of courses can be offered to broaden and

enrich knowledge.

(3) Retention of material is easier when t i studied

each seller,' (;"

(4) Failed courses can be repeated next semester.

(5) A change of subjects and classes in the middle -or the school

year maintains interest.

2he major disadvantages listed were:

(1) Pace of instruction and learning is too rapid in semestered

courses.

(2) Some courses have too much content for one seme5ter.

(3) Semestering has increased the workload cf adminiztrators,
counsellors and teachers.

(4) In semestering there is a lack of contiruity when seven
months elapse before another sequential course _is studied

in the same academic area.

(5) Semestering creates discrepancies in opportunitlIes for students
preparing for scholarship exams.
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AN EVALUATION OF SEMESTERING IN VANCOUVER SECONDARY SCHOOLS

DURIAGTHEIEAR
Introduction

One of the most significant trends in secondary school
organization is the semester system in which the regular ten-month
school year is divided into two five-month terms or semesters.
Students' yearly work load of seven or eight courses is distributed

between the two semesters. One half of the year's work is taken in
one semester and the yemainder in the other semester. In Vancouver
each semestered course usually retains the same content as it had

in the ten-month program. The semestered approach thus provides both

an increased frequency and concentration in instruction that is designed
to contribute to more effective learning.

During 1970-71 partial or fully semestered plans in varying
organizational patterns were in operation at the following Vancouver

secondary schools:

(a) Partial semester plan - Byng, Killarney and Point Grey
Secondary Schools

(b) Full semester plan with a static timetable schedule -
Magee, Templeton and Thompson Secondary Schools

(c) Full semester plan with a rotating timetable schedUle
Hamber, Kitsilano and Prince of Wales Secondary Schools

Researeh_gaapla

Two of the three schools from each of the above categories
were arbitrarily selected to form the research sample and were assigned
the following lettered designations:

(") Partial semester plan - Schools "U" and "V"

(b) Full semester plan with a static timotable schedule -
Schools "W" and "X"

(c) Full semester plan with a rotating timetable schedule -
Schools "Y" and "Z"

Research Procedures

A committee of representatives whose schools had a semester

plan in operation assisted the Planning and Evaluation Department in
designing questionnaires for principals, teachers, students and parents.

Copies of the questionnaires appear in the Appendices.

A questionnaire on semestering was given to principals of the

six schools and their responses and comments appear in Appendix A. It

should be noted'that principals had the option of omitting any item in
the questionnaire which they felt was not relevant to their school programs.

5
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Teachers who taught semestered courses in the six selected

schools were also given questionnaires. Questionnaire responses from

teachers are noted in Appendix E.

In the four schools "W", "X", "Y" and "Z" which had a full

semestered plan, questionnaires were distributed to a 10% sampling of

students. Summarized reponses from the students' questionnaires appear

in Appendix C. Students in schools "U" and "V" with a partial semester

plan did not participate in the questionnaire survey:

Parents of students who comprised the research sample were

also requested to complete a questionnaire on semestering. Responses

to the parents' questionnaires are summarized in Appendix D.

Findings of the Study

The questionnaire responses and comments from principals,

teachers, students and parents appear in Appendices A, 13, C and D,

respectively. For multiple-choice questions the percentage of response

is listed after each alternate response. Variations in the total

percentage of responses for each question were caused by some respondents

omitting the question or by the rounding off of percentages to the

nearest whole number.

As teachers, students and parents provided a wide range of

comments to the open-ended questions, sample comments have been selected

to indicate the representativeness of their responses. An analysis of

the questionnaire responses revealed that two major trends often existed

among the responses to the multiple-choice questions. Whenever two major

response trends existed for a question, the trend with the higher frequency

was reported first in the following summarized comments.

SUMMARY 9F PRINCIPALS' QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONSES (see Appendix A)

' The majority of principals stated that in a semester system

(as compared to the usual yearly program):

Their schools have utilized more community resources.

(Question 1)

Semestering has helped or made no difference to the

beneficial use of school time by students. (Question 2)

School facilities have been utilized more. (Question 3)

Students are permitted to audit courses. (Question 4)

More courses are offered to students. (Question 7)

Class size is the same or larger. (Question 9)

Frequency of course failure is the same. (Question 12)

Administrative and secretarial workload is greater.

(Questions 16 and 17)

The workload of counsellors and teachers is greater
(Questions 18 and 19) 6
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SUMMARY OF TEACHERSL!QUESTIONNAIRE pESPONSES (see Appendix B)

The majority of teachers stated that in a semester system

(as compared to the usual yearly program):

A greater amount of time is required for lesson preparation.

(Question 8)

The marking load is greater. (Question 9)

Field trips, extracurricular activities and other causes of

student absence from scheduled classes have had no effect

or a negative influence upon teaching. (Question 10)

Students' efforts in school work are greater or the same.

(Question 11)

Learning of performance skills by students has been helped

or is the same. (Question 12)

Mastery of content has been helped or is the same. (Question 13)

Students' understanding of their coulses is the same or has

been helped. (Question 14)

Less opportunity is available for enriching students' programs.
("More" opportunity elicited the second largest response.)

(Question 15)

Teachers believe their pace of instruction i$ better and more

intensive. (Questions 16 and 17)

Teachers have modified their teaching methods. (Question 18)

Teachers stated their teaching was either "more effective in

some areas and less effective in others" or "more effective."

(Question 19)

Work and study habits of students are better or the same.

(Question 20)

Teachers stated it was either "an advantage" or "neither an
advantage nor disadvantage" in meeting a new group of students

halfway through the school year. (QuestA.on 21)

Teachers know their students about the same or not as well.

(Question 22)

More or the same amount of emotional strain is placed upon

students. (Question 23)

More emotional strain is placed upon teachers. (The same

amount is the second largest category.) (Question 24)
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Teachers give the same amount cf individual assistance
to pupils. (Question 25)

Regular attendance of students is more important.
(Question 26)

With the exception of one school, semestering has had
no effect upon teacher sponsorship of extra-curricular
activities. (The second largest response in varying
degrees among schools is "hindered".) (Question 27)

Semestering has had no effect upon student participation
in extra-curricular activities. (Question 28)

The amount of unassigned time in both first and second
semesters varies generally from 0 to 20%. The median
category is 11 to 15%. (Questions 29 and 30)

Unassigned time is generally used for lesson planning
and preparation. (Question 31)

Fewer than half of the students could benefit from
unassigned time. (Question 32)

Teachers prefer the present length of class periods but
also like flexible-time periods (i.e. modules). (Question 33)

Teachers prefer the semester system. (Question 34)

SUMMARY OF STUDENTS! QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONSES (see Appendix C)

The majority of students stated that in a semester system (as
compared to the usual yearly program):

Their workload is greater or the same. (Question 4)

Their effort in class is greater or the same. (Question 5)

Their school work at home is greater or the same.
(Question 6)

The same amount or more school work is done in school
outside of class. (Question 7)

Generally it is easier to learn in a semester system.
(Questions 8 - 18)

It is easier to learn performance skills such as in
Typing, Woodwork, Sewing, etc. (Question 19)

Classroom teaching is more concentrated. (Question 20)

Teaching methods have improved or remained the same.
(Question 21)
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There is probably sufficient time to complete the

courses, (Question 22)

Courses are more interesting or the same. (Question 23)

Work and study habits are better or the same. (Question 24)

They have more or approximately the same success in school.

(Question 25)

They like meeting new groups of students and teachers in
the second semester. (Questions 26 and 27)

They know their peers about the same or better. (Question 28)

They know their teachers about the same or better. (In one

school "not as well" was the second largest response after

"the same".) (Question 29)

Teachers provide the same or less individual assistance.
(In one school "more" was the second largest response after
"the same".) (Question 30)

Regular attendance is more important. (Question 31)

They either participate in one or two extracurricular
activities or do not participate in any activities.
(Question 32)

Semestering has no effect or makes more difficult student

participation in extracurricular activities. (Question 33)

They do not plan to graduate early. (Question 34)

They plan to enrich their school programs. (Question 35)

The majority of students prefer the semester system. (Question 36)

SIMARY OF PARENTS' QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONSES (see Appendix D)

The majority of parents stated that in a semester system (as

compared to the usual yearly program):

Their children are either doing about the same amount of

homework or doing more -,e1;ework. (Question 1)

Their children have about tne same success or better success
in school. (Question 2)

Regular attendance is more Important. (Question 3)

Their children prefer the semester plan. (Question 4)

They (parents) favour the semester plan. (Question 5)

Additional courses in the semester system are e:onsidered
beneficial for their children. (Question 6)
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Conclusions

The majority of principals, teachers, parents and students

appeared to support the various semester plans instituted in Vancouver

schools. Although there was a very wide range of comments made about

semestering by the respondents, the major advantages cited were:

(1) Students can graduate early.

(2) A greater variety of courses can be offered to broaden

and enrich knowledge.

(3) Retention of material is easier when a subject is studied

each school day.

(4) Failed courses can be repeated next semester.

(5) A change of subjects and classes in the middle of the

school year maintains interest.

The major disadvantages listed were:

(1) Pace of instruction and learning is too rapid in

semestered courses.

(2) Some courses have too much content for one semester.

(3) Semestering has increased the workload of administrators,
counsellors and teachers.

(4) In semestering there is a lack of continuity when seven
months elapse before another sequential course is studied

in the same academic area.

(5) Semestering creates discrepancies in opportunities for
students preparing for scholarship exams.

Limitations of the Studz

In this study no comparisons were made between the different

types of semester plans as the major trends in multiple-choice questionnaire
responses were very similar for all schools in the study. The range of

comments to the open-endcd questions was too wide to include them in this
study, and, therefore, they were condensed to a few major positive and

negative comments.

The writer has noted that while the responses of teachers to the

structured questions have supported the semester system, at least one-half
of their supplementary comments have been critical of the scheme. This

apparent ambivalence raises questions about the validity of the questionnaire

data and hence constitutes a significant limitation of the study.

1 0



Directions:

APPENDIX A 7

SUMMARY OF RESPONSES TO THE
PRINCIPAL'S QUESTIONNAIRE ON SEMESTERING

From Six Schools: U, V, VI, X, Y and 7,
Please indicate your response to each question that has alternate
choices by placing a check mark ( ) after the statement which
corresponds to your opinion. For the remainder of the quesLions
please complete the requested documentation.
Supplementary comments are welcomed.

1. In a semester system (as compared to the usual yearly program) what
use has been made of community resources, i. e. , outside speakers, field
trips and community agencies?

(A) Greater 4
(B) Less
(C) No difference
(D) No opinion

2

2. What effect does sernestering have upon the beneficial use of school time by
students?

(A)
(B)
(C)
(D)

Helped 2
Hinder ed
No differ enc e
No opinion

Please comment
"The aim of the partial semester system is to blend alternatives and time
demands into maximum use of teacher talents and facilities."

"Allows a student to complete more than one program."

3. In a semester system (as compared to the usual yearly program) to what
extent have school facilities been utilized?

(A) Greater 5
(B) Lesser
(C) No difference
(D) No opinion

Please comment
"Specialty areas (i.e. ILE., I.E., Music, Library) are used more
extensively and satisfactorily."

4. Are students permitted to audit courses in your school?

(A) Yes 3
(B) No

L



5. If your answer to the preceding question is Iyestt, why do students audit
courses?

"Some students who failed during the first semester are auditing
courses for writing exams in June."

"Auditing courses for enrichment."

6. Please list the total number of students who are auditing courses in the
following subject areas:

Subject Areas Number
Schools: W

4

6

Art, Music, Drama
Commerce
English
Mathematic s
Modern Languages
Home Economics
Physical Education
Science
Industrial Education
Social Studies
Guidance
Others (specify subject)

7. How extensive is the offering of courses at
(as

8

of Auditing Students

students
students

8 students
4 students
1 students

students
6 students

12 students
students

Il students
students
students

your school in
cornpaed to the usual yearly program)?

(A)
(B)
(C)
(D)

a semester system

Greater 6 "Generally caused by changes in educational planning
Less rather than by semester systems."
No difference
No opinion

8. Please provide documentation of the impact of semestering
See 'fable I on the next page.

(a) Average Daily Attendance (as a percent) for each grade
1969 and 1970.

October, 1968
October, 1969
October, 1970

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11

°A)

on attendance:

for October, 1968*,

Grade 12

To

To

(b) Comparison of Annual Average Attendance for appropriate years, if available.
(c) Documentation of period attendance.
(d) Other documentation of attendance.

12.
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9. How does class size in a semester system compare with that in the usual
yearly program?

(A) Greater 2
(B) Less
(C) No difference 3

(D) No opinion

Please comment
"Academic classes contain more students as other areas (I.E. & H.E.) can
take only limited enrollment and because the number of teaching staff is fixed."

"Balance is more difficult because there is a variety of courses but teachers
still are assigned 6/7 blocks to teach as on a regular 7 x 5 timetable."

"One block of non-classroom time per teacher per day as compared to the former

five-sevenths of a block daily."

10. What is the impact of sernestering on staffing?
"Course loads for the second semester are difficult to predict in summer
planning. In some cases transfer of staff at the end of the first semester
may be necessary."

"More complex to balance loads but the staff are more prepared to have assignments

varied if they consist of courses they want to teach."

11. (a) In the following programs how many students of these ages have
graduated at the end of the first semester in January, 1971?
(Age at January 31, 1971)

For Schools W., X, Y and Z

Programs

Academic-Technical
Commercial
Industrial
Community Services
Visual and Performing Arts
Trade Preparation
Pre-Em lo rnent

16 yrs. 17 yrs. 18 yrs.

1

14
5

19 yrs. and over

How many were accelerated
through Grades 9-12 ? 2 17

14
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(b) In the following programs, how many students of these ages graduated
in January, 1970? (Age at Janulary 31, 1970.)

For School W
Programs 16 yrs. 17 yrs. 18 yrs. 19 yrs. and over

Academic-Technical
Commercial
Industrial
Community Services
Visual and Performing Arts
Trade Preparation
Pre-Ermloy2nent

How many were accelerated
through Grades 9-12?

12. In a semester system (as compared to the usual yearly program) what is
the frequency of course failure among students?

(A)
(B) Less
(C) No difference_ 3
(D) No opinion 1

Please Comment:
"I hope there is less frequency of failure
but it is not due to the semester system."

13. Of the students who failed courses in the first semester, what percentage are
repeating the same course in the second semester for the following subject
areas? (Calculated by the following method)

Number of students who are repeating courses
in the second semester
Number of students who failed the course in
the first semester

X 100%

Subject Areas Percentage
Schools: V W Y Z

Art, Music, Drama 1 7 %

Commerce .59 12 34 %

English 78 72 30 %

Mathematics 25 ...?....54 56 '70

Modern Languages 20...44..0.61 41 %

Horne Economics 17 13 20 %

Physical Education .66....84 %

Science 79 56 20 %

Industrial Education 5Q....13 74 %

Social Studies 87... 2 42 %

Others (specify subject) %

14. How many students are enrolled on a part-time basis in your school?
Schools:VWXYZ 0.5 to 0.75

0 24 15 9 9students (This represents b % of the total enrollment.

1
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15. How many students presently in attendance at your school hac: previously

withdrawn from a school? 311 students Schools: W X Y Z

(This represents L - 7 % of the total enrollment.) 70 63122 48 students

16. In a semester system (as compared to the usual, yearly progr_.m) what

has been your administrative workload?

(A) Greater t;

(13) Less
(C) No difference
(D) No opinion

Please comment
"More administrative decisions required (i.e. balancing teacher loads,

more complexity in program offerings and more information to be

disseminated)."

17. What has been the impact of semestering on the secretarial workload?

(A) Greater
(B) Less
(C) No difference
(D) No opinion

1

Please comment
"Entering marks is more complex."

"More directives and notices required, two registrations."

"Dropping of cross-grade examinations, departmental examinations has

eased load."

18. What has been the impact of semestering on the counselling workload?

(A) Greater 5

(B) Less
(C) No difference
(D) No opinion

Please comment
"More complex because of wider choices and provision of alternative

ways of selecting courses to complete programs."

"Pre-timetabling students who have not completed all courses on the

first semester, and timetabling students for the first time for

the second semester."

16
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19. What h.as been the impact of semestering on the teacher's workload?

(A) Greater
(B) Less
(C) No difference 3.

4

(D) No opinion

Pleas e c omment
"Teachers meet fewer students each semester but may teach more students

over two semesters than they taught on a yearly program."

"Daily timetable means more intensive instruction and marking of assignments."

20. What has been the impact of senaestering on school naorale?

"Increased interest in course variety."

"Course alternatives provide a means for avoiding restrictive sitliations."

"A minority of students are not capable of working under pressure."

21. What has been the impact of semestering on teaching methods?

"Most staff members have re-examined methodology and have developed a

variety of teaching styles."

"More efficient treatment of semestered subjects."

22. How many students who were not in school last semester have re-enrolled

in February, 1971?
Schools: W - 23 students

X - 27
Y - 101

- 15
Total 166 students

23. What effect does sernestering have on the proportion of time that teachers

spend in "non-teaching" activities?
"Proportion of non-teaching activities is greater 14-20%."

"Teacherb are spending as much time on extra-curricular activities with

the exception of those that occur during the evening hours. This is

due to increased marking pressure."

24. What effect does semestering have on the proportion of time that teachers

spend working with individual students?

"More time is available to make appointments and help students in non-

teaching periods."
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25. What effect does sernestering have upon the teacher's preparation of
lessons?

"Preparation load is increased for the first semester. However, it
may decrease during the second semester if the same subjects are
taught."

"More difficult to obtain outside assistance from agencies other than
those associated with education."

26. What is the effect of sernestering on the level of achievernent by students?

"Skills and achievement have improved."

"Course options may have provided more palatable choices for students."

"Achievement is the same."

"Too early to determine if the level of achievement has changed."

S
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APPENDIX D 15
No. of Questionnaires Returned Schools: U = 39 X =

6lThibAhY OF RE;;PONSES TO THE V = 31 Y = 70
TEACHERS, CUEST1ONMAIRES ON SRMESTFRING W = 78 Z = 56

In3truc!t_ipn::: Please respnnd to the follolnr questions by Tnn:s1;ini: betven
dottc:a parallel 1:1:1,:!s undc:r the appropri.ate lettm* on the answer
sheet. Tht-: rosponse Lo the quostionnnaire is intended to be
anonyn.ouf; and you nood not sivn your nanie,
1,ut.1.7-)t: Pase nse a :-Dclium pc:n11.q. to shadc b,-3tween the
dotted parallel lines nder ho appropriate letters on the )-:s-:ersheet.

U V W X Y1. Your teaching ccrti-rication is:

(A) ..ET, Catei;ery 2 or lower

`1,1

0 0

ea I.,

1 1 2(13) LA or Caterory 3
0 0

,4
1 0 1 2(C) PC or Caterory 4

3 7 4 6 6 14(D) Pi; or CateE;)ry !,; 82 68 65 59 51 41(E) PA, CateE;:ry 6 or hirher 15 26 26 33 39 41

2. Your teachinE experienee at the secondary school
level is:

(A) Less than 1 y ear
3 0 4 10 4 5(B) 1 - 2 years
10 16 10 10 7 5(C) 3 5 Years 33 32 17 20 21 14(D) 6 - 9 years
13 13 19 19 19 18(E) more than 9 years
31 39 50 38 117 55

/5 Ycy_lr t,v,4",
one rospone)

3(A) Art
8 0 4 6 /3(L) CaLmcrce
8, 7 9 9 6 53(C)

15 13 12 10 1.0 141athematics
3 10 15 II 10 93(E) Modern arluag;es

13 13 8 9 9 74(A) limno Economics
5 Jo 12 10 74(E) Physical Ldueabion

10 0 3 9 9 74(C) Science
13 13 13 9 11 134(1;) lneustrial Luucation

16 9 11 10 134() 6ocial :Audies
15 16 10 10 10 75(A) Guidance
3 3 10 7 3 95(L) Yusic
3 3 5 1 3 45(C) Drata
3 3 5 3 25(1)) Library
0 0 3 4 25(E) Others

3 4 5 3 7
6. V:ost of your pupils are registered in grade:

(Select only one response)

(A) 8
10 29 26 24 19 10(L) 9
21 23 22 21 36 18(C) 10
15 23 19 19 16(D) ii
al 23 13 17

.23

24. 2312
23 3 15 17 II; 23

7. 1.6st of your pupils are on the prograra called:

(A) Acad(1:.ic
(1.) ron-Acaderric 80 87 147 64 81 77
(C) Preploymont Of 21

0
13
0

3 '7 27 'A
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8. In a semester system (as compared to the usual yearly program) what has

been the amount of time required for lesson preparation? (If you have not

taught in a secondary school with a yearly program, you rnay assess the

semester system in terms of previous educational experience. )
.11 V VI Y. Y Z

re6, 04;

(A) Greater 51 58 59 59 61

(B) Less 5 7 4 4 3 2

(C) The same 36 36 32 32 30 25

(D) No opinion 5 0 5 3 3 5

9. In a semester system (as compared to the usual yearly program) what
has been your marking load?

(A) Gr eater
(B) Less
(C) Thc same
(D) No opinion

51 65 69 58 67 63

0 0 3 1 0 U.
44 32 21 30 27 16

3 0 6 7 3 9

10. How have field trips, extra-curricular activities and other sources of student

absence from scheduled classes affected your teaching in the semester program
as compared to teaching in thc usual yearly program?

(A) A positive influence
(B) A negative influence
(C) No change
(D) No opinion

3-0 3 9 '7 14 7

31 42: 32 32 17 25

46 52 4.9 40 47 45

3 10 9 14 21

11. In a semester system (as compared to the usual yearly program) what

is your students' effort in school work?

(A)
(B)
(C)
(D)

Greater
Less
The same
No opinion

36 58 45 40 41 55
13 0 5 7 10 0
46 39 46 35 40 J.)

3 3 4 7 4

12. What effect has semestering upon students' learning of performance skills such

a.s in typing, shops and home economics?,

(A) Helped
(B) Hindered
(C) Thc same
(D) No opinion

26 19 37 29 32
5 10 8 6 6 5

21 19 10 10 16 11

39 52 44 33 43 45

13. What effect has semestering upon students' mastery of content material?

(A) Helped
(B) Hindered
(C) The same
(D) No opinion

33 23 40 4.7 41 32
21. 23 17 12 13 11

33 45 30 26 34 36

10 10 12 12 9 :?0



17

14. What effect has scrnestering upon students' understa.nding of their course?
1J V W X Y 2:

(A) Helped re.!.f.:

(If
,_4.1

23 2 3-
lq-i

a q (4°

L.1

36 5T 40 ;t:r
(13) Hindered 23 1.9 15 9 13 -1.(-,

(C) The same 4-9 48 35 27 37 32
(D) No opinion 5 10 13 12 7 11

_

15. In a semester system (as compared to the usual yearly program) how
great is the opportunity for enriching the students' programs?

(A) More
(B) Less
(C) The same
(D) No opinion

33 23 32 22 33 23
41 58 54 57 34 61
23 19 12 14 23 7

3 0 1 6 7

16. How does the pace of your instruction in a semester system compare with that:
in the usual yearly program?

(A)
(B)
(C)
(D)

More intensive
Less intensive
The same
No opinion

77 94 89 rM 84 8E'

5 0 1 4 3 5

10 7 5 12 7
0 0 5 4 1 2

17. What is your evaluation of your present pace of instruction as compared to that
in the usual yearly program?

(A) Better
(B) Worse
(C) Of equal value
(D) No opinion

49 45 414 47 r.) 50
10 16 15 25 11 27
20 29 20 17 21 11

5 10 13 10 9 11

18. Has semestering caused you to modify your teaching methods?

(A) Yes
(B) No
(C) No opinion

69 87 76 73 56 63
26 13 10 20 30 23

5 0 6 6 11 13

19. In a semester system (as compared to the usual yearly program) what
has been the effectiveness of your teaching?

(A) More effective
(B) Less effective
(C) The same
(D) More eff,ectiy.e in.some areas,

Q2.1ective 111 othrs.(E) No optruon

41 36 28 25 31. 29
15 7 9 7 7 9
15 13 19 16 20 16
26 36 35 44 31 36

2 10 9 6 7 9

ZO. In a semester system (as compared to the usual yearly program) what
effect is there upon the work and study habits of your students?

Better
Wor se
The same
Nc, Opinion
...,.,..

39 40 5/4. 48 /44. 4P
10 /42 0 6 7 7

31 7 32 28 31. 31
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2.1. How do you regard the meeting of a new group of students half-way through
the school year? II

CV

a.
V
I lfa

11
(e
el

X
re
en

Y
ci
t,..

Z

7:1

(A) An advantage 114 ).-1' '") 11]. 116 511 116

(13) A disadvantage 23 23 24 16 9 20

(C) Neither an advantage, nor a disadvantage 33 19 27 35 31 r_.
,I2 r

(D) No opinion 0. 0 5 3 3 7

22., In a semester system (as compared to the usual. yearly program) how well
do you know your Stu dents?

(A) Better 10 3 214 31 20

(13) Not as well 51 52 140 25 21 30

(C) About the same 39 /45 31 32 41. 43

(D) No opinion 0 0 5 3 0 5

23. What emotional strain does scnnestering (as compared to the usual. yearly
program) place upon your students?

(A) More 26 42 :,;6 /10 46 61

(B) Less 13 16 6 19 /4 5

(C) The same 41 36 2/1 22 27 6

(D) No opinion 21 7 J.3 J 9 37 a 6

24. How much emotional strain does semestering (as compared to the usual
yearly program) place upon you?

(A) Mor e 54. .4 5.!1 59 57 64

(33) Less 3 10 13 11 7

(C) The same 44 39 26 21 33 25

(D) No opinion 0 3 3 7 1 4

25. In a Semester system (as compared to the usual yearly program) what
amount of i»dividual assistance do you give to students?.

(A) More 21 7 23 30 20 11

(313) Less 18 16 24 19 20 29

(C) The same 56 71 47 43 53 55

(D) No opinion 5 7 4 7 6 4

26. In a semester system (as compared to the usual yearly program) how
important is regular attendance of students?

(A) More important 77 P1 94 89 87 95
(B) Less important . 5 0 0 3 1 0

(C) No difference 18 19 5 5 9 2

(D) No opinion 0 0 1 3 0 2

2 2
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27. What effect does sernestering (as compared to the usual yearly program)
have upon your sponsorship of extra-curricular activities (cl.ubs, teams,
and student events) ? U

(ii

17
1.1

e ;!.

e..,.'

X

2 1

'1'
c

il! :.

Z

(A) Helped '3 3 .:3 6 J. /,
(33) Hindered 26 10 3]. 19 26 39
(C) No effect 62 60 53 49 54 3
( I)) Not applicable 10 :16 13 2/4. 17 lr.;

28. What effect does semestering (as compared to the usual yearly prog)am)
have upon student pa.rticipation in extra-curricular activities?

(A) Helped 8 0 3 7 3
(33) Hindered 13 10 27 17 34 30
(C) No effect /45 37 30 37 21.
(D) No opinion 31 36 30 35 1.6 39

29. In the first sen-lester during the
unassigned time did you. have?

1970-71 school year what percentage of

(A) 0-10% 141. 16 10 9 26 20
(13) 11-15% /49 65 10 30 7 61
(C) 16-20% 7 51 52 59 1.1
(D) 21-25% 0 3. 9 7 3 4
(E) more than 25% 0 10 6 3 1 4

30. In the second semester during the
unassigned time do you have?

1970-71 school year what percentage of

(A) 0-10% 46 16 10 9 2'7 20
(13)
(C)

11-15%
16-20%

)6.,0';. 15 j..7

(D) 2.1-25% 0 3 8 4 4 2
(E) more than 2.5% 0 3 5 3 3. 2

31. What best describes what you usually do during periods of unassigned time,
(if a»y)?

(A)

(13)
(C)
(1))

(E)

Marking
Lesson planning and preparation
Working with students
Nelle of these (includes time for perponal

rola.:<.ut.3.r.111)I have no unassigned time

10
69

0

5

5

26
61

7
3
3

15
56
15

3
8

21.

15
5

3

23
56

7
4
9

25
511.

9
4
9

32. What proportion of students generally can benefit from unassigned tin-ie?

(A) Al) . students
(13) More than half of the students
(C) Fewer than half of the students
(D) None of the students
(E) No op;nion

23

0 27 6 6 4
10 19 23 3.5 20 11
62 36 6o 67 614.

3 10 3 4 3 0
15 13 5 7 9 11
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With regard to the present length of class periods, 'would you prefer:
V v I.; X
c.. r, (.,! (f
I, ( ..., ('! f?..

(A) Longer periods P. 13 .1 3

i(';,,
...;
....>

.7"
cf.
C.,
li

(13) Shorter periods 21 13 1.4 4 9 :13

(() The same. icngth 46 WI 55 62 ".0.. 55

(ID) Flusible-tinie periods (1. e. modules) 23 26 26 30 34 23

(E) No opinion 0 0 4 0 0 2

34. Wh]ch system do you prefer?

(A) The :3eme,3ter system 51 74 67 69 67

(I3) The traditional yearly program 18 23 21 14 16 21

(C) No preference 18 13 7

(ID) No opinion 8 0 4 3 I 4

(E) Not applicable (T. have not experienced both.systems)
3 0 1 1 1 2

35. Please record your eoniments on any aspect of senlestering.

Sample Positive Comments:

Retention of knowledge is better for students in semestered courses.

Semestering allows teachers to evaluate their methods in the middle of

the school year.

Semestering allows New Canadians to enter regular classes twice in the

school year.

Students can repeat failed courses in the next semester.

Semestering allows a student a greater choice of courses and greater

flexibility in timetabling.

Sample Negative COmments:

More classes are taught on a yearly basis in a semester system than in

a traditional system.

Semestering has increased clerical duties for administrators, counsellors

and teachers.

Classes are too large for teachers to give individual assistance which is

often required in semestered courses where intensive instruction occurs.

No time is available in semester courses for creative thinking and enrichment.

Reorganization of course content and methodology are needed to meet the rapid

pace of the semester system.

Some courses require two semesters instead of one semester.

24-
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Flexible time periods are needed to allow students more time for

difficult courses.

Rotating timetable blocks (in some semester plans) are needed to relieve

one course from being interrupted during the latter part of the school day.

Students who arc absent for a few days or who transfer from non-semestered

schools have considerable difficulty in learning material that was missed.

In semestering there is a disconcerting lack of continuity when seven

months elapse before another sequential course is studied in the same

academic area.

Semestering creates discrepancies in opportunities for students preparing

for scholarship exams.



Instruct ions:

I. Sex:

APPENDIX C

No. of Questionnaires Returned
SUMMARY'OF RESPONSES TO THE

. STUDENTS' QUESTIONNAIRES ON 6EY,ESTERING

Schools: W = 201
X = 119
Y = 65
Z = 181

22

Please rspondto the following questions by marking between the
dotted parallel, lines under the appropriate letter on the. answer
sheet. As the response to the questionnaire is intended to be
anonymous, you need not sign your name.
Important: Please use a medium (HB) pencil to shade between the
dotted parallel lines under the appropriate letters on the answer sheet.

SCHOOL
N. X Y. Z

2" 2 6

(A) Male 47 63 39 49
(B) Female 52 37 62 51

Z. In what grade are you registered? .

(A) Grade 9 27 20 31
(33) Grade 10 26 26 23
(C) Grade 3.1 20 23 0
.(D) Grade 12 18 30 46

.3. What program arc you taking at school?

(A) Academic 63 66 94
(13) Non-Academic 36 33 5

4.. In a semester system (as compared to the usual yearly program) what has
been your workload? (If you have not previously attended a secondary school
with a yearly program, you may assess the semester syst.em in terms of
your previous experience.)

(A) Greater 39 30 51
(B) Less 14 13 1/4

(C) The same 37 30 35
(D) No_opinion 9 0 0

5. In a semester system (as compared to the. usual yearly program) what amount
of effort do you put forth in class?

(A) More effort in a semester system 4/4 /40 40
(B) Less effort in a semester system 9 9 17
(C) The same /42 4.6 31
(D) No opinion 5 3 5

27/
24
27
21

75
24

66
3

20
2

hi,
6

49
1

6. What effect has semestering on the number of hours of school work done at borne?

(A) More school work at home.
(n) Less school work at home.
(C)
(D)

The same
No Opinion 26

L 2
21

34
14

43
15

35
6

4f.3

20

2 9

3

1.
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7. What effect has semestcring on the number of hours of school. work doi?v.re_iiLslpl.;:.
outside of class'?

....

8.

14.

36.
17 .
1 e.

(A) 1\4.0re school work.
(B) Less school. work.
(C) The same
(D) No opinion

35 38 45 50
14 17 12 7

40 34 37 37
9 10 6 6

What effect does semestermg have upon learning? By selecting one of thc
following responses for each subject area, 8-18, describe what effect a
semes,ter systern (as compared to the usual yearly program) has upon learning.

(A) Easier to learn in a sem.ester system
(B) Harder to learn in a semester system
(C) The same
(D) No opinion
(E) Not applicable (I have not taken the subject in a semester system)

W wxyz W X 1)Y. W X
EY

:4

Art, Music, Drama 26-19 4.9 22 0 9 5 9 10 10 19 20 9 11 2 h. 45 4.7 26 h!
COMITler CC: 26 16 25 18 10 10 2 9 2.2 8 0 7 10 9 5 h. 41 51 60 61
.English 44 31; 48 31 20 25 34 26 2') 31 34 ho 3 3 3 1 2 2 0 1
ivi.th crniti.cs 36 39 48 35 36 2;-> 32 30 17 15 17 20 ,r -,

..) 0 3. 2(5) :12_,59 :u2.2

Modern La» gui.:.gc.s; 37 2/: 1+F:'. 25 11 19 20 22 17 :1.6 3.2 19 0 7 6 ..,

24. 20 32 18 2 ..5 '...3 ?' :1:".f. j-i--; 14 18 8 8 5 '-2" !-) 1..?..97 /-' i'(;) :11'.(3--)

Ii1cononiies
Physical. Education 30 25 28 17 5 6 ..3 6 ,.)

_.,

Sci.enie
53 31 59 61 5 5

3? 39 43 24 23 16 32 31 23 19 20 20 4 4 0 3 12 19 3 13
In clu fit r :;, al ;Education 23 20 17 13 7 3 0 0 a 0 16 6 16 11 7 8 4, 40 48 65 5

Social Studies 38 35 43 211. 19 19 14 23 32 ;?. 28 49 ..)
..) 3 0 2 7 13 6 :1.1

Guida»ce 19 19 1-1-4 9 5 5 3 4 50 39 59 59 19 8 15 R 6 27 i; 19

19. What effect has semestering (as compared to the usual, yearly program) upon
learning of performance skills, such as in Typing, Woodwork, Sewing, etc. ?

(A) Easier to,lea:.cn in a semester system
(13) Harder to learn in a semester system
(C) The same
(D) No opinion

57 45 62 1;0
10 10 2
18 24. 15 26
Di. '19 20 :13

Z O. Wlm 1. (:f lec 1: doe F; a semester sys-tero (as compared to the usual yearly program)
e. upon classroom instruction?

(A) Classroom teaching is more concentrated in a s cm estcr system
(B) Class 3' oom teaching Jess concentrated in a semester system
(C) The sanle
(D) No opinion

Z 7

75 71 80 t

i.o 8 5

10 12 15 12
6 6 0 1
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21. What effect does a semester 'system have upon the teaching methods in the
VI X Y. Z

classroom ?

(A) Improved 40 39 52 30

(B) Worsened 19 21 11 36

(C) The same 29 33 34 30

(D) No Opinion ii 5 3 3

22. in a sernester system is there sufficient time to complete the Courses you are
taking?

(A) De:finitely,. yes
(B) Probably, yes
(C) No
(D) NC) oPirlion

29 21 . 31 19
49 52 52 514.

1(.; 20 14 2.14

6 5 3 3

23. In a s ernester sy'stem (as conwared t.o the u.sual yearly program) what is the
interest level of your courses?

(A) Colirses are more interesting in a semester system 42 40 54 34
(B) Courses are less interesting in a semester system 18 20 15 27

.(C) The same 35 36 29 3 5

(D) No Opinion 5 /4. 2 3

.2A, What effect does sernesterin.g have upon your work and study habits as compared
to the usual yearly program?

(A) Better
(B) Worse
(C) The same
(D) No opinion

38 /40 57 44
15 16 17 17 .

40 /41 23 34
6 3 0 4

25, How does your success on the semester system compare with that on the usual
yearly program?

(A) More success in a semester system
(B) Less success in a semester system
(C) ApproNimately the same
(D) No opinion

26. Do you lilze meeting »ew groups of students in th e. second semester?

(A) Yes
(B) No
(C) No opinion

142 39 52 32
16 12 19 17
36 /16 25

5 2 5 2

05 ?I 06 76
6 7 5 al

19 6 11
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Z7. Do you like the possibinty.of meeting different teachers in the second semester?
W X Y Z

(A) Yes
75 69 79 614

(13) No ,

14 13 6 1.9
(C) No opiniOn 10 17 12 16

28. In a semester system (as compared tci th.e usual yearly program) how well
do you know your fellow students?

(A) Better 33 29 2: 25
(B) Not as well 15 15 29 32
(C) The same 48 51 39 40
(D) No opinion 4 3 1

29. In a semester system (as compared to the usual. yearly program) how well
do you know your teachers?

(A) Better 33 35 314. 22
(B) Not as well. 21 14 19 28
(C) The same 14.2 43 42 43
(D) No opinion 5 6 r) h

30. In a semester system (as compared to the u;-_-.ual yearly program) what amount
of individual assistance do teachers give students?

(A) More 25 16 29 11
(B) Le SS 27 :34 22 4.6
(C) The same 39 40 40 .37
(D) No opinion 9 8 8 5

31. in a semester system (as compared to the usual yearly program) how important
is regular attendance for students?

(A) More. important: 79 86 E2 96
(B) Lt-tss important 11 0 8 1
(C) The same 9 10 9
(D) No opinion 2 3 2 0

3. Do you participate in extra-curricular activities (clubs, teams and student
events)?

(A) Not at all 41 44 31 37
(B) One or two extra-curricular activities 46 45 43 44
(C) Three or more extra-curricular activities 12 12 26 :LF'

23
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33. What effect does semostering (as compared to the usual. yearly j?rogram) have
upon your participation in "e::_tra-curricular activities (clubs,
student events)?

(A) Makes easier
(B) M.akes more difficult
(C) No effect
(D) Not involved

teams,
Iq

e
14
27
33
211.

and
X

e
:1.3

22
26
:33

Y.

a.
5

29
/.18

15

Z

ea
14.

140

23

34. Do you plan to graduate early?

(A) Yes 21 23 S

(B) No 56 61 72 69

(C) No opi.nion 22 11 19 16

35. Do you plan to enrich ycnir prograrn?

(A) Yes 61 55 63 52

(B) 10 18 15 25

(C) opi.nion 26 21 22 22

36. Which .3ystem do you prefer?

(i",) The t.;emester system 69 71 66

.03) The usual yearly progreirn 6 13 12 22

(C) No preference 6 3 5 F-.;

(n) No opinion h- 14 2 2

Not applicable. (I have not experienced.both systems) )4, 2 9 0

In the space be'low, pleaselgive rear.;ons for your answer to question 36,
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37. Please comment on any aspect of semestering.

Sample Comments from Questions 36 and 37

Positive Comments:

In a semester system many courses can be completed in five months.

As compared to a yearly program the information in semestered courses

can be more easily retained as feiver subjects are studied.

A course which is failed during the first semester can be repel:Led in

the second semester.

The change of subjects and classes in the middle of the school year

maintains student interest in school.

The semester system permits students to graduate early or study a greater

variety of courses.

NeF,ative Comments:

Some courses have too much content to be covered in one semester.

Homework assignments must be completed rapidly in a semester plan.

31



APPENDIX I) 28

No. of Questionnaires Returnea Schools: W = 46
X = 79

SUMMARY OF PESPONSES TO THE Y = 60
PARENTS QUESTIONNAIRES ON SEMESTERING z = 102

Instructions: Please indicate your responses to the following questions by placing
a check mark ( ) afteir the statements which correspond to %Tour
opinions. The reSponse to the questionnaire is intended to be
anonymous and you need not sign your name.

1. In a semester system (as compared to the usual yearly program) what amount
of school work does your child do at home?

Al X Y Z

Z. &' %

(A) More 41 25 3E i 38
Less(33) 22 27 20 . 11

(C) About.the same 37 47 40 50
( D) No opinion 0 1 2 1

Z. What has been your child's success on the semester system (as compared to
the usual yearly program) ?

(Ps) Better 52 39 -43 31
(13) Less 2 18 17 13
(C) About the same 43 42 35 53

(D) No opirdon 3 1 5 3
. -,

3. On a semester system (as compared to the usual yearly program) how
important is- the regular attendance of your child?

(A) More important 74 77 77 80
(B) Less important_ 0 .3 7 1
(C) The same importance 26 15 10 15
(D) No opinion 0 5 6- 4

4 Which plan does your child prefer ?

(A) The semester plan 83 76 73 65
(B) The traditional yearly plan 4 10 12 25
(C) No preference 11 11 10 10
(D) No opinion 2 3 5 0

Why? (Please comment)

Po3itive Sam-.010 Comments:

A greater variety of subjects is available to students in the

semeser prozram

Failed subjects can he more easily repeated in the semester system.

Students can concentrate on a few subjects at one time in a semester

plan.

3 2
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Negative Sample Comment:

Pace of instruction is too rapid in semestered courses.

5. Which plan do you favour ? W X Y Z

(A) The semester plan 72 53 62 52

The traditional yearly plan
(B)

13 13 12 25

( C ) No pr efer enc e 7 16 13 13

No opinion(I))
8 18 13 10

Why? (Please comment)

Saw:de Positive Comment:

Concentrated study on a few subjects in each semester improves'lvermrction

and creates more interest among students.

Sample Negative Comments:

The pace of learning is too rapid for the average student in the semester

system.

Students forget content when there is a gap of 7-months between

semestered courses in the same subject area.

6. 1Do you think that additional courses in the sernestering system are beneficial

for your child?

(A) Yes 76 65 70 74

(113), No 11 13 13 10

(C) No opinion 13 22 17 16

VVhy ? (Plea e comment)

SamDle Poltive Comments:

Additional courses broaden and enrich know1ecIe for students.

Additional courses create more student interest in school.

Sample Neizative, Comment:

More time should be spent on, the basic subjects.


