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A SURVEY OF STUDENT ATTITUDES TOWARDS TWO VANCOUVER SECONDARY SCHOOLS

[ntroduction
An informal instrument called the School Sentiment Index1 was ;dministered to students to evaluate
‘heiy attitudes towards education in two Vancouvef secondary schools. The Index (see Appendix A)
zonsists of 83 statements regarding various aspects of school to which students respond by indicating
either strong agreement, agreement, disagreement or strong disagreement. This self-report device
attempts to measure students’ attitudes towards the following five aspects of school.
1. Teacher, which can be subdivided into:
(a) Mode of Instruction,
(b) Authority and Control, and
{c) Interpersonal Relationships.
2. Learrning,
3, School Social Structure and Climate,
4, Peer, and

5. General, .

‘Administration and Interpretation of the School Sentiment Index

;responses in pencil on separate 1 B. M. 1230 answer sheets. Alternate responses to each statement
.were tallied by computer at Simon Fraser University and the numerical values of "1', "2, ''3" and

I}"4" as outlined by the Index instructions were assigned to each tall.. " :lternste response. Alternate

:responses which reflected a positive attitude received the values of ''3'" and ''4" whereas negative
zresponses were assigned the values of "1" and 121, The arithmetic means of each section in the Index
-were calculated by adding the numerically weighted alternate responses for the appr\opriate statements

a.nd dividing the total amount by the number of responses.

. The numerical value of '"2. 50" is the mean or arithmetic average of the four-point rating scale. Mean

-values larger than 12, 50" indicate above average ratings whereas mean values smaller than "2, 50"

depict below average ratings.

o

Q  chool Sentiment Index was developed by the Instructional Objectives Exchange of Los Angeles,

E MC srnia.
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{During the administration of the School Sentiment Index, students rated each statement by marking their
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The alternate responses have been analyzed in student groups that have been specified by the principal
5f each school. The following tables portray students' attitudes on a relative basis about various
‘s.spects of two secondary schools which have been assigned the lettered designations "A" and "B" to

‘maintain anonymity.

Limitations of the School Sentiment Index
As norms for the Index are not available oz a national or local basis, clearly defined reference points

.~annot be established for svaluating the mean numerical ratings, Consequently, these ratings should

e interpreted conservatively as the Index is an informal non-standardized instrument for measuring

r-fatudents' attitudes.
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APPENDIX A

SCHOOL SENTIMENT INDEX




SCHOOL SENTIMENT INDEX

Secondary Level

Directions: For each statement, indicate the extent to which you agree or
disagree by marking the answer she~t:

A) if you strongly agree

B) if you agree

C) if you disagree

D) if you strongly disagree

1. My teachers rarely explain to me why I deserve the grades I earn on
assignments and tests.

2. Ido my best in school.

3. My teachers are interested in the things I do outside‘ of school.

4. Ea.ch morning I look forward to coming to scixool.

5. My school has too many rules.

6. My teachers allow students some choice in what they study in class.

7. I often feel rushed and nervous at school,

8. My teachers give assignments that are too difficult.
9. Students here aren't very friendly.
10. My, teachers try to make their subjects interesting to me.

11. Ihate having to do homework.

IM 000 956
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12. My teachers are interested in what I have to say.

13. When I'm at school, I'm usually unhappy.

14. This school is run like a prison.

ot AR e YA, g e

15. In most of my classes, individual students can choose assignments which are
interesting to them. : :

16. If I did something wrong at school, I know I would get a second chance.

17. My teachers give a;:-:signments that are ju;t busy-work..

18. I enjoy working on class projects wi.th other students. ‘ : . d
i lé. ‘ My teachersy rea].fly like their subjects. \ |

C‘ 20. I would rather learn a new sport than play one I already know.

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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22. School depresses me. _ 7
23. Whenever I'm called to one of the offices at school, I feel upset.

24. Ithink there is too much pressure in school.

25. My teachers give me too much work,
26. School is a good place for making friends.
27. My teachers are boring.
28. I like the challenge of 2 diffit;ult assignment.
29. My teachers don't try to understand young people.
3G. I stay home from school whenever I can.
3). My classes are too t;ig.
32. I'm very intei-es'teci' in what goes on at this school.
33, My teachers explain assignments clearly.
34, In school I have to memorize.too rn#ny facts.
35, The main reason for going to ;chool is to learn.
36. If I had a serious problem, I don't know one teacher in my school I could go to.
\'{‘ 37. Students have enough voice in determining how this school is run.
38. My teachers have encouraged me to think for mys elf.
39. My teachers have been fair to me.
40. I usually don't get involved in many school activities,
! 41. My teachers won't give me any idea of what will be on their tests.
42. I really like most of the kids at this school.
43, My teachers don't aliow me to be creative.
44, Teachers recognize my right to a different opinion.
45, 1 get tired of listening to my teachers talk all the time.
46. I attend many school events.

47. 1Ilike to talk to my teachers after class.

48. I think my teachers are too old-fashioned.

49. I really feel I'm part of my school.
50. My teachers frequ.ently show a lack of preparatlon. o ‘ S B -

3 1 s1. It is difflcult for a new student to £1nd frlends here.
i (S .

[MC 52. Ihavea good relat1onsh1p w1th most of my teachers. CL ' IR '
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53,
54.
55.
56.
A57.
58.
- 59,

60.

61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.

73.

74.
5.
76.
7.
8.
19.
80.
81.
82.

83'

My favorite classes are those in which I learn the most.

f would like to go to school all year long.

Each September I look fo;warq to the beginning of school. .
Our school is so large, I often feel lost §n the crowd.

I usually get the grade I deserve in a cla.;ss.

My teachers are friendly toward the students.

Itry to do good work in my class.

My teachers still respect me as a person even when I've done poorly on my
school work. ‘

I lik'e school better than my friends do.

There's no nrivacy at school.

M.y teachers let me know what is expected of me.
I enjoy the social life here.

My teachers grade me fairly.

T;1ere are many closed groups of students here.
My teachers like working with young people.

I oﬁen buy books with my own money.

My teachers are too concerned with discipline.

I liked school better when I was in elementary school than I do now.
At school, other people really care about me.

If I thought I could win, I'd like to run for an elected student body office.

My teachers will discuss grade changes with me.

My teachers just don't care about students if they're not going to college.
I do more school work than juét “;hat is assigned.

Teachers‘ lat my school cannot control their classes.

My teachers give me individual help willingly.

Lunch time at school is not fun.

My teachers are often impatient.

If I had the choice, I wouldn't go to school at all.

My teachers have ''pets''.

My teachers often waste too much time explaining things.

I follow the school rules,
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