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PREFACE

The Planning Committee for the Fourth National Institutional Research
Forum determined in its initial meeting that some of the basic issues in the
area of institutional research should be presented and discassed at the Forum.
These basic issues were broadly str

_ uctured in the presented form so that in-
_stitutional research as-a discipline could be subjected to careful analysis.

The Forum itself was structured to provide a series of general seminars
each of which was related to a common area of concern and followed by a spe-
‘cial seminar where questions and discussion were held. Thus the continuity
of presented papers and the freedom of discussion were combined for each
area of concern. . o

The presentation of papers follows the seq‘uence."giv
the. Forum. The reader should glance through the progra

en in the program of
himself with this sequence and to more fully comprehend

m to familiarize

the continuity of the
papers.

'The publication of the proceedings of this conference on institutional
résearch is limited to those papers presented during the general-seminars.
The participation of the audience in these general seminars and the subsequent
discussion by the participants of the Forum during the special seminars cannot
be noted in.these pages, but their value and contribution to. the Forum were sig-
nificant. - e ' Lo A ﬁ S

~ . It'is ‘the hope that the publication of these proceedings will contribute to
‘anunderstanding of institsitional research as a multi-discipline and to"its”
‘rationale in planning and evaluation in ‘the educational.. sphere. .On behalf of =
‘thé Planning Committee, 1.wish to thank the ‘authors for releasing their papers
 -of the Horum sessions for publication.” " T o e e

. Clatence H. Bagley

e E VRGBT
. - :
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A CONCEPTUAL FRAMEW(]RK FOR INSTITUTIONAL RESEARCH:
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Samuel Baskin
Antioch College

My comments will be quite brief and are simply designed to express a
point of view about the role the institutional research service should play in the
total college or university setting. I've organized my comments under the

title: The Educational Researcher: Change Agent or Safety Man? The title is
in and of itself tell-tale. .

Several years ago in an article in the Phi Delta Kappan, Phil Coombs,’
‘then executive secretary of the Fund for the Advancement of Eduction, asked:

"What would happen. if everynstitution:of -higher learning had
an able top official in charge of research and development, a vice-
president in charge of heresy?...... His job would be to welcome
fresh ideas, to encourage the trying out of new approaches, to eval-
uate the results, and to pass these on, good and bad alike, to

colleages in his own and other settings. "'

My thesis today is that educational and/or institutional researchers--and
I intend to use the designations interchangeably--need to be taking a far more
active rol= in the innovation and exploration of new program ideas in higher
education. The rationale behind my argument is that higher education has for
too long allowed itself to be caught up in its own straight-jacket of traditions
and custome .in teaching and learning. Despite ‘recent developments in higher
education, the change agent is still badly needed. My suggestion today is that
the educational researcher assume this role and give it top priority in the
running of his shop. - - T T e e IR T e T -

v _ Something has been mis sing for far too long, which I 'suspect relates to

' our own unwillingness fo examine our assumptions about teaching and learning,
Tndl to our unrebdiness to ask ourselves some questions about how we go about =

. the educational process. Sor e'needs to take Hold: Why not the educational =~

. researcher?. e B e e

- .Iam not, ofcourse,
thing and’begin now to.turn their atte ,
~out. "I am, however, suggesting that we h
institutions' data collection and statistical

a . A g SRS = )
itutions' data collection and statistical analysis service. Itis time we got. .
into the college classroomi a great deal more than has been the case. .

I would argue then for a framework for research which defines the job of
the educational re‘sea;rche,r':i"n'lth,ejf_’ollﬂo_vy"itig,br_de’m R S

(1) The researcher must take ‘the initiative and responsibility in encourag-
ing experimentation and research in new ways .of teaching and learning. He
must serve as the motivating force, or ‘what will be at times the unwelcome
prodder, in pressing the stablishment for examining what the university does

h we have organized for teaching and learning?
e student have in lea: ‘ ch teacher
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(2) The office should have both a research and assessment function, It
is not enough, of course, to suggest that the educational research office regard
its central function to be encouraging educational experimentation, and to let '
it go 2t that. We must do more than simply stir up the trouble, for with the
experimentation must come adequate plans for evaluation and assessment. It
is most important that someone other than the initiator of the idea :or the
experirmentor do the evaluation. ' e '

:
1
i
H
]
H
3

(3) The educational research office must, of course, continue to
serve "as  a . significant arm of the college in.long-range planning and projec-
tions. The budgetary analyses, enrollment projections, space utilization, and \
class-size studies cannot and should not be shoved elsewhere. However, these
activities should not dominate as the major, if not sole, function of the research
office. I ‘ ’

AT G g s e (A e

It is, of course, easy enough to propose revolution and then to pack one's
bags and go home. Before I do pack my bags, I should at least offer a few
suggestions as to how one can make some inroads and begin to effect change,
if not cause the revolution itself. I draw here largely from our own experiences
at Antioch. :

PE—r"

a most useful function in tapping faculty creativity'and in opening up ideas.

Several years ago we announced that.we were putting a small sum into the o'f‘vfib_c'e_

budget for faculty projects and research.  This was to be a strictly no-red-tape

(1) Establish faculty project grants. The faculty 'pi'ojecy:t‘ grant can serve

operation. We simply put a note in Faculty Notes announcing that the funds
were available and wére designed to encourage faculty members. to develop any:
project or idea that they perhaps had long wanted to'try out but had simply "
never gotten around to doing. We would reimburse faculty-for a week's salary
(although we knew well that most faculty members would probably wind up
‘spending several weeks, “if not months, on the project).and provide secretarial,
andclerical assistance where needed: In the first year of the announcement'of.
the project monies, we had thirty faculty m vorking with a wide variety
Tofiideas ranging from smallZscale, try-out

_with their own teaching methods to more elaborate

ludin;

- course offerings and new prog
. the establishment ofia new expe

o q2) Trybr1ng1ng in thi ,,,.,c.dlrisultafiﬁ; No rhan'is an expert in.

but bring in the outside consultant, and by and large the faculty Will 1

own home;
| ; 4 e faculty isten. .
There is much happening all around us in new meéthods of teaching and learning,

in the use of the new media and téchiiology, in the use of independent study, -etc.
Faculties, let along ourselves, need to be kept abreast of what's happening.
The outside expert serves as one way of doing this. L R

(3) Get out a memo to the faculty newsletter, bulletin, or what have you,.
but find some way of'summarizing--and I mean summarizing- -some of the:
Gevelopments that are cecurring on the higher educational scene. No one ha;

" time to-read these days, -even in his own: field.  The: <" sumim:
ments, issuedat regular intervals, ‘can do a great

‘their toes ‘and open‘to‘ideas.

o (4) Try th
to_talk about what th
B e ity
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know about what the next guy does and how ready most faculties are, given the
proper climate for give-and-take exchange, to seek help and learn from each

other.

This, then, is a plza for a new image for the institutional and educational
researcher. It:is a plea that we assume more of the initiative for innovation
and experimentation in higher education. It is a plea that we put our money
where it really counts--on the teaching and learning firing line--or better
still, on furthering the education df the student. '

ERIC

A FullToxt Provided by ERIC
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1. What kinds of contributions can your. studies make to the solution of
" the part\cular adm1n1strat1ve problem or problems at hand?

2. Ifhe is given an adm1n1strat1ve problem or problems what kinds of
‘stud1es make useful conti'1but1ons to sound solut1ons ? .

v The 1nst1tut10nal research off1cer 1s a creature of adm1n1strat1on and-’
respons1ble to.it: ~His; effectlveness as an 1nst1tut1onal researcher is d1rectly
- related to-the. adnnn1strat1v "env1ronment found in‘the institutioniin wh1ch he 1s
S employed Although he may ' hape pollcy, ‘he’is' not a pol1cy maker.: He may.
" influence" dec1s1ons‘, but is not a: dec1sion maker H1s effect1veness i8 related
- d;rectly to the extent to. wh1ch the" adn11n1strat1on is research minded and: sees "
i the value of 1nst1tutlonal researcn ‘as’ an ald, to: the_ adm1n1strat1ve process :
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Robert E. Hubbard
 Wayne State University

A conceptual framework for institutional research probably ;should begin ..
with an answer to this.question: Why do institutions engage in institutional re-
search? Perhaps the simplest and most direct response is. that institutions ex-
pect insitutional research to provide data which will improve their operations.
Put another way, if institutional re_sea-r(;h;doeSn'.t_s‘Omeh'ow..contribute to im-
proved operations of the university (and I use the term tlyniversity''.in a general

sense to mean any institution of higher education), we probably ought to stop
spending increasing amounts. of money for the support of institutional research
offices.and instead direct this money to other purposes such as raising faculty’
‘'salaries. I suspect many faculty members would judge fhis to be.a good idea, .

" but since I enjoy institutional res earch work and sincerely believe we in this. -

field are having some positive and ‘measurable impact on higher education, I
don't suggest such action at the present time. Con o '

~ Just how does or can institutional research improve ‘university operations ?
For one thing, we in institutional research can and should be concerned with

the directions our institutions ought,tdbef taking. ~ The factis,. (hdw,evvei‘,,"‘_th__at

most of us are not concerned with. university goals or purposes. .“We devote .

much time to studying what our institutions are doing, - but we. appear to.spend .
‘precious ‘little ene rgy studying what directions our institutions-ought tobe
taking. - I do not sug"g"e_st‘»th'a;‘,t‘_iirist,ituti'on:a,’l'fr’ze‘s'e‘a‘r"lch,,d‘vffi'c'e:s, should make policy. . o
1 dofS..uggest_sthat;;in,s,f‘éitutid!ia.l'v*re.S'e'aé'rc‘h}-,can'.p’l‘éy-fita:f,:eV'i'taljz:f’r‘o.l:é‘.?fi?i,'i;~'¢'°Anduétirigfi's"c‘lid'i‘és~ .
' on problems and issues relative to university goals: | Such'studies canbe . .
historical, descriptive, :or projective, but:rega th

nist , ‘ot projective, ‘but regardless of type, the res
results should provide the ‘objective data needed for ‘the establishm
- changes in long-r 'hg'ef;g'dal‘sl‘qfth'e"1J{rf1i_.x,r_gr’s~i__1.:y,.? SRR T

. This'is the first re

_on our program cfferings. We ha n
‘program duplication between our universities ai
" as far as-institutional-purposes.are Pl

% nelghbor1ng ns tltutlons v ‘
Iwill cite examples of'such . = ©

needed research later.in this stateme

A second requ1rement1n my [.‘c,,gbn,_c»e'btua_,l-::'frarriewdrk is thé;f.'ins'titutii(in.a,.].‘ .

research should demonstrate, through research, how universities can be organ-

ized most effectively to achieve long-range goals. We should; for example,

help to identify the kind of financial support needed for programs which. our

institutions ought to be offering be cause of their-unique geographic, socio-. -
economic, or:cultural settings s0 have some examples of this type of:

. research which I will describe later. | o orinoo L S SACT I




research with which most of us are familiar. It includes cost studies, faculty
load studies, class size analyses, salary studies, studies of students--their
reasons for attending a university, the problems they face while there, what
they take withithem from the four or more years of exposure to higher educa-
tion, what difference it makes in their lives, studies of the quality of educa-
tional programs, etc. More about this aspect of institutional ‘research ’
shortly. T T T R

ARt

‘Let me put this proposed conceptual framework into-context wit.. refer-
ence to the setting I know best--Wayne State University. Wayne is located in.
the heart of the City of Detroit and has the ‘typical commuting student body
associated with an urban-located university. “We are somewhat unique in that

we are a state'university, éven-though we provide great service to the metro- .
‘politan area of which we are a part; ~We have a very strong public institution *
as a neighbor--the 'Uﬁtiive’,"r'-s'.i_ty: of:Michigan--whose sphere of Séfvi‘ce"is"c"ons'i“d-"‘.' :
erably-lar ger geographically:than: Wayne's. ‘Other nearby ‘'schools include the - g

ately supported)'and a number 6f othe r private and:-

University of Detroit (private

public institutions ranging ‘from community colleges to four-year branches of
other state universities; ‘plus extension programs of several kinds. Among :
Wayne's strongest colleges are the School:of‘Medicine and the:College of
Education; -both of whose origins date back nearly 100 years. ‘We are . today a -
federation of proféssional and géneral schools loosely tied together, .and we
have an emerging graduate program néw constituting on a head count basis
nearly one-third of our total student-body of 22,°000. R I L

the metropolitan ar ;
 We should study the act
reasons for.attending 1d W _ rop
- population to help shape decisions affecting long<range plans. - We should
to identify program duplication with our neighboring institutions’'in order to

direct financial resources to areas where'the ‘need’is ‘greatest.’ " . -

_ These proposed areas of investigation.are especially related to the in#

structional responsibility of Wayne, but they have:implications as well for our
institutional research can, by way of 5 '
university to contribute through r

~"Consider next th
. grams or progr
* poses.. . Given one
grniversity interacti 1t
|('rmal-and informalieducation an

v
E-

c
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such interaction. Our investigations should consider such questlons as the
following one: What are the places of social work, urban planning, the educa-
tional municipal government employees, and other community- related programs
in a university committed to close commun1ty university interaction?

‘We should identify the potent1a1 nmarket' for such programs, and we
should help to antlclpate changes for spe01f1ed years in the future. In addition
we should help to project the cost of cont1nu1ng or strengthening.p_rograms of
this k1nd in the: years ahead o . _ . ‘ s C e

The third element. in my 1nst1tut1ona1 conceptual framework is study of
ex1st1ng programs and operations to determine their effectiveness in contri-
buting to: university purposes: This, it seems to.me, 1is where institutional

‘research has made its; greatest advances. to date, and it is- certa1n1y so at

.‘presentatlon T f1rst consxdere and then: ;'ccklude,

'Wayne We are develop1ng quite: soph1st1cated techn1ques for assessing the .

costs of University operation, for. analyzing class size, for studying salary
patterns in’ different University units, ‘and for: complllng factual data on faculty
characteristics. These still are largely quant1tat1ve studies, -to-be sure, but
they represent some s1gn1f1cant advances for us, and are presently or ‘will soon
be prov1d1ng a great deal of. potentlally us eful. 1nformat1on for. dec1s’1on-mak1ng
purposes. We must contlnue to carry forward objective’ studies.of current
programs and operations, hopefully extending these to 1nc1ude more of the less
tangible and more qua11tat1ve evidences of- effectlveness T'believe, however,

. ‘that more of our ‘energies mustibe directed to-the first. two areas--studies.of
- University’ purpos es and stud1es of the k
. ‘these goals ' , L

1nds of programs needed to ach1eve ‘

In vc0ns1de ring how

at10n certaln factors thch I felt ‘hélped to.defin

‘:valuable trend data w111 uecom apparen

2. Some of the most pos 1t1ve benef1ts .of 1nst1 utiona research are 'fr‘ing'e ‘
- benefits, i, e., those wh1ch occur as’a’ result of: ‘the: presenc ”of insti=
tutional research but which:were: not neces sarlly,
search. I have: part1cu1ar1y in -mind: the ‘sharpening. of def1n1t1ons by
other un1vers1ty units and the awareness by other’ units (both educa-
tional and service) of the need for greater cons1stency in the data they
~gather and ma1nta1n S S :

3 3,_‘Inst1tutlona1 research will not ha:
 tions lunlesss"' ecific

the 1ntent of the re--- '
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on and off~campus are digested and reported in succi_nct ta‘oles and
text in this pub11cat1on

4. Because of an ever-~ 1ncreas1ng need to bring together more data from
w1de1y varying sources, some kind of storage and retrieval system
is needed. We at Wayne have tried to solve this problém through the
‘establishment of an administrative reference library, 'a highly spe-"
‘cialized reference resource for the use .of key adrn1n1strat1ve :

.pers onnel in the unive rs1ty ’

Th1s then is my conceptual framework for 1nstﬁutlona1 reseatrch. It stems
from the premise that institutional” FYesearch exists solely to improve institu-
t1ona1 operations, and it rests on the conviction that to be really effective ‘in’
achieving this end, 1nst1tut10na1 research must concern 1t-,e1f w1th three types o
'ofstud1es'" » ‘ e BRE : - - : U

1. ‘Those stud1es wh1ch relate to. the cstabllshment and i3
: mod1f1catlon of 1nst1tut10na1 goals ‘ : o

2. Those stud1es wh1ch reveal the ways an- 1nst1tutlon should organlz.e to :
ach1eve these goals o '

3. Those stud1es wh1ch evaluate the effect1veness of current programs
: and operatlons of the instituticni L PR -

It seems to me. that we.{1n 1nst1tut1ona1 research have made our greatest
' ’ xistlng 1nst1tutlona1 programs.and: -
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Eldridge Scales
New York State Department of Education

~An Historical V1ew

' ‘l[months th1s section has become an- 1ntegral part of th
.~ -Section.  This section‘is: respons1ble for encourag1 _
o igram of: exper1mental stud1es of pract1ces 1n pubhc schools and school systems
Seing; the sta‘;e ‘ : ~ S SR s

'Educat1on Department's leadersh1p res"ons1b1l

Educat1onal research as a spec1a11zed funct1on of the. State Education
Department had its beginning in 1920 when the position of- "Spec1al1st in Educa-
tional Measurement" was created. The Bureau of Educational Measurement
was - organ1zed in 1923 and became the Division of Educat1onal Research in
1929. 1In.1937 an Assistant Commissioner for Research was appo1nted and the
Bureau of Statistical Services was organ1zed ‘There was little increase in
staff size from that time until 1942 when the fu-st lump sum for research was
appropr1ated by the 1eg1slature : :

In the fall of 1956 an over-all reas sessment of staff and funct1on of the
research-related offices was made. In accordance with this reappraisal, a
reorganization of the Bureau of Stat1st1cal Serv1ces was formulated '

In the early yeals of the Division of Research emphas1s was: placed upon
administering standard1zed tests in the schools ‘of the state. Gradually, the
emphasis shifted to work1ng upon a broader range of research problems. At

‘the present t1me,4 matters of adrn1n1strat1ve research related to pub11c elemen-

tary and secondary ‘education have become the core of this Division's work. It

cois still to this Division, - however, that the Department looks for eXplorat1on
S :and descr1pt1on of new areas of concern L : . ,

In 1956 : also, the Quahty Iv[easurement Pro_]ect was. conce1ved In recnent
the Expernnental Program -
-and, administering.a pro-.

s 1n_thls area

‘ The follovv1ng d1agram 1nd1cates the general'organ1zat1on of research _the
1nterrelat1onsh1ps within the research off1ces, “and the ‘Division of Research in"
Higher ‘Education in deta11 :
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Commissioner of - Co Comimissioner's
Education ~ Cabinet

\ Associate Commrssxoner for

Rese arch and Evaluanon

L ) I — —T"

i Bureau of - | Division of 7~ IDivisionof - - NE Speclal Secnons -
Statistical | * |.Research ~ |} = Research’'in’ .. -. =~ ‘| as they may be -
:' Services ~ |- : . .| Higher Edli(:atidn- S :*:_ I « | created - :

S Director. - .. - el " e

. Assocrates in Educanon Research
Ass1stants in Educanon Research
Research Kides

- 'Stenorraphers

The Division of Researcn 1n ngher Educatlon is, in.a’ staff relatlonshlp,

through the Assomate Commlssmner of Research. to the Commlssmner of
Education.

On May 4, 1964 a memorandum settmg forth the reorganlzatlon of the
research offices was received. | The. reorbanlzatlon dlagrammed in the fOIIOW1ng
figure may be contrasted w1th the old organlzatlon as: seen above.

[~ Division of Research - "Division of Evaluation] .

L .Bureau of:
- {Research in
| Higher
| Professional
’ Educanon

'Research'

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




13

Special Functions : e

The functions of the Division in Higher Education are classified as
follows: ' '

1. To maintain a continuous, statewide record of recurrent, factual data
regarding the operations of colleges of the state so that reliable information
may be available as to accomplishments, progress, and needs of the state
educa.tlona.l system and its component 1nst1tut10ns a.nd un1vers1t1es

2. To explore and analyze extens1ve a.nd complex educa.tlona.l issues of
departmentwide significance for. the purpose of discovering, verifying, and '
interpreting theoretical pr1nc1p1es, new facts, and new techniques and methods,
upon which the state educa.tlona.l authorities can plan: future policies and
programs. S : o

3. To marshall pert1nent da.ta rela.tlng to- those Medmte problems of
maintaining standards, effecting economies, ‘and improving educational
practices arising from the operations of the Depa,rtrnent. :

4. To obtain and report essent1a.1 1nforma.t1on on broad educa.t1ona.1
social, economic, and scientific trends and developments having far- reaching
implications for higher educat1on, with the viewwof identifying the needs for
modification of existing programs and pra.ct1ces, and a.nt1c1pa.t1ng 1nc1p1ent
problems in h1gher educa.tlon of the sta.te.. T :

_ 5.. To encoura.ge a.nd a.ss1st in the educa.t1ona,1 resea.rch in the Depa.rtznent
and in the field, ‘and-to coopera,te w1th other units of: the: Depa.rttnent a.nd w1th L
colleges a.nd un1vers1t1es in: ca.rrylng out resea.rch stud1es" 'nd pro;ects "

'The Na.ture of Resea rch in the D1v1s1on of Resea.rch in ngher"-Educa.t1on

:'uw1de in. scope, coverlng -all of the _‘ : er
‘__In genera.l pro;ects ca.rrled out _by the D1v1s1oncof"'
1l.into severa rea.lmh'- :

ngoing'p ogra.ms

AT e a.rtrnent, -or: (Z)f.'.‘ o

by state’ funds Illustra.tlve{'_ ' , e’ :
' ,eva.lua.tlon studies of 1n-serv1ce prOgra.ms des1gned for te che*s in
mathematics and- sc1ence, forelgn 1a,ngua.ges, a.n,d computer ma.the-‘
matics; the evaluation of selected a.Spects of the program’ of grants
for teachers of the mentally ha.ndlca.pped CAt, present a study of the »
college: tea.chlng IellOWShlp progra.rn inm underwa.y

(2) App11ed resea.rch
-problems, ».,f,th.:e results ‘mos
t:_-_na.tlon *This ‘ 25
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Another study illustrative of this category was that of tuition in City _
University of New York. This project was conducted to provide factual infor-
mation for the policy-making decisions regarding the offects to the University
of applying various amounts of tuition to students at varying socio-economic

levels. It also sought to as certain the impact on the state of a fixed tuition
policy-at the University. :

(3) Basic research. Basic research in educatidna.l.theory and practice
’ may be carried out by the Division of Research in Higher Education

itself or in cooperation with an institution of higher education in the
state. ~ L ‘

A prime example of this category is the on-going comparative study of
two- and four-year college students, a longitudinal study of community and
senior (four-year))college and university students in 26 higher institutions in
four states. Itis a cooperative study involving the division of Research in
Higher Education in the New York State Education Department and the Office of
Institutional Research of the State University of New York. -

These projects of evaluation and applied or practical re search will usually
be instituted by a request for study from the administrative staff. - Projects of
basic research will-be initiated more commonly with the Division of Research -
in Higher ‘Education. itself. Inevitably, basic research represents the interests
of the researchers.. ' ' ‘ : I o S L

7 "~R¢'s earch at this level is dif_feren’t_:iate.d from in's,ti}.rtutioibnalvi"e search in the
. .individual college:oT. aniVersity.,in,_pr‘-bba_:bly,‘ two s‘ignifica,:nt,lw'a.ys,‘f’ “First,. re-

search is conducted to provide sforn‘e'i.r:’nmed_ia‘,t_:,‘e”qoﬁr,;_u.lt’»ii:r,l':;'i,i:el4],‘y"fus,eful‘i andifé.‘étu‘_al' o

basis for policy,,formu'la.tionu.a.ndv decisions--not _the"fdr'_rndlaj‘tion"of!po_lit:y.j_for 2

: : » : ] “and universities.
In the case of New Tork State, there are 202 private and public colleges and:

‘universities, and more than'-’.3'2".\p.1';b1i'i:;i?,'a;rid,'pi'iva.te'_"two\-year,_co'll'eges'.'_  S

. Second, theaspects of ‘evaluation; basic research;

- and the ftO’PliC.alxaré‘as%f},iﬁ?iwhi'cffh'i.fthéYé'a'ré"ex’.éi'c'iéed?aé,’fe‘.ffrriéﬁre rrowly circun

‘wiribed in the Department than they, o ie 4 single university.:iAveas of T

‘-‘*Sea»r.cjhf.‘in'a‘dml].inisfifat'ive.f’mér_ia’géihentaa, nning ] r education, n
planning, and _planning. procedures:(in-house evaluationa development.of =

procedures)are the functional'areas “of specialists. - These areas are formed
“into separate units: which inter relate, coordinate, ‘and ‘c goperate’ with the '

Division of Research in Higher Education. - =

‘In summary,: (1) workinngith.a;‘.gré‘uvp_Qf institutions, providing data
pertinent to saund policy formulation for many colleges: and universities or a

university system (State University of New York):and its ‘component units, and
(2) the partitioning of ‘the topical areas of institutional res earch with-as signed

separate offices and specialists appear to be the two patent distinguishing -
'fea;tures-. : o e LT

‘Thus by,

"and applied research

‘master

e et s SR AR AR i ST

..__.»..__m,..w,‘-.‘m..-..n.m,.iw-uv Suamn

o e R AT T
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services and administration, they also give meanlng and orientation to the
forward-looking leadership role of the Department.

The responsibility of research and statistical services is notably differ-
ent from that of operating units in the Departrnent Research is essentially a
staff function. The results of research activities and’ 1nvest1gatlons help the
Regents, the Comm15510ner of Education,. and his colleagues in the performance
of their pohcy-formlng and administrative. duties. The results of research,
s1rn11ar1y, should be of 'value to- the administrators:of ‘the: separate ‘institutions
that collect1ve1y form’ the un1vers1t1es of the Sta.te of New York.

IntrlnS1ca11y, ‘the nature of the serv1ces thus prov1ded is: 1nformatlona1
and advisory,-as contrasted with supervisory or ‘administrative’ services.
Consequently, making adm1n1strat1ve decisions. and- 1mp1ement1ng policies and
programs are. outside the doma1n of research and rema1n the respons1b111t1es

of the operat1ng un1ts. ,

Research can 1nd1cate poss1b1e courses or. opportun1t1es, .assess the
probable results of dec1s1ons, test the facts: assumed in the making'of' decisions,
and clarify problem definitions. All this should be helpful to. administrative
decision and pohcy-maklng, but it is not to be confused with such operatlonal

espons1b111ty

~Since" research serves operatlon, there is need for close worklng re1atlons
'-between research personnel and line. adm1nlstrat1ve personnel .There.is a
need: for c1ear channels of two wa .- consultatlon and report1ng among a11

e 1nvolved

A FulToxt Provided by ERIC
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instructors on the first day of classes with class rolls ‘which -
contain complete student test and achievement records. In-
structor tests are scored and completely item-analyzed within
24 hours. All types of cumulative records are maintained by
class such as gradgs, probab1l1ty of student success in later
classes and after transfer, etc )

8. Only 30 (9 per cent) havé separate budget items for 1nst1tut1onal
"research

9. The stud1es submitted for analys1s were found to d1str1bute
themselves approx1rnately into. the follow1ng classes (following
Brumbaugh's clas sifications?}: ‘student data- (prediction, follow-
‘up, drop-out, etc.)’ compr1sed 20 per cent each; all other
‘studies, such as admission and enrollment, adm1n1strat1on
and organ1zat1on, f1nance, goals or objectives, plant, and

publ1c relat10ns const1tuted lO per cent of the stud1es :

Several problems or needs are read1ly apparent'

1. Institutional research: personnel need tra1n1ng in research
design, measurement, etc. The many poorly des1gned and
executed stud1es bear w1tness to. th1s

2. An “1nst1tut10nal research atmosphere” must be estab11shed
so that as many of the: staff as possible are interested and
“will part1c1pate in‘institutional research. "One president
underlined this by’ stat1ngh You don't have inspired teach1ng
without 1ntellectual or scholarly cur1os1ty " Another presi- -
‘ent 'said: ''Junior colleges clau‘n excellent teaching w1thout :
research to prove: 1t. : :

3. 'More 1nter 1nst1tut1onal cooperat1on and shar1ng must be
: achieved.. For the: pas -“thre' ears a group of institutional

' ' On ' Jun1or colleges in Southern
: each year to. d1scuss and

' 'held a One- day'co f ren, 5p ople represent1ng '

28 colleges We hope to make this an’ ‘annudl offer. Recently,

_ some northern California’ junior colleges ‘have become inter-
ested, and there is talk of form1ng a statewide 1nst1tut1onal
vresearch group: in’ con3unct1on with the Cal1forn1a .Tunlor
College Assoc1at1on -

In general, progress has been made; and the need 'for»more and better
institutional research is' acutely felt, e o '

To 1llustrate what’ 1nst1tut1onal research is being done by one Cal1forn1a
‘junior college; IV ou]d l1k“ to sun1mar1ze from the annual report of one
' ,researCh off1ce ' ‘ ive: i t1onal research programs ‘could. be
S Was selected ‘as’ typ1cal of the

here 'we 'broadl
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made on the campus or any part of the campus, its programs, OT
its operations by any group Or individual. This gives wide latitude
and encompasses all scientific studies from those which n’nght be
called 'basic research' (such as experimental study comparing
methods of teaching a certain class) to the summarizing of statis-
tical data which might be used in making wise decisions and in
develop1ng p011c1es "

The research o£f1ce of this junior college has many func t1ons which can be
of value to faculty and staff members Such functlons 1nclude:

1. Serv1ng as a library of research materials, i.e., ratudy-rreports,
data, and historical materials about the college. study reports
" on many subjects; books; per10d1cals, etc

"Your help [ this be1ng addressed to the faculty ] is’
~urgently. requested in the collection ‘of such *materlals
that can be catalogued and readily used by more

people. If you have class or degree’ pro_]ecfts that you
have done concerning the college, study reports of .
historical value, or other mater1als relating to

pos sible institutional research that you come: across
in your reading and contracts, we would certainly .
appreciate rece1v1ng c0p1es, ‘or hear1ng a’bout them "o

2. Respondm.g to. qucstionna1res, of wh1ch there are: hundreds
.throughout the year: ‘Many quest1onna1res are. coord1nated and
_answered by th1s ofﬁce, which'saves: the. time of. other. profes-m '

sional people Quest10nna1res can be’ much more eaS1ly an~
X swered 1£ a broad basis of 1nforrnat10n can be developed

3. As51st1ng in conduct1ng stud1es for the colleg Inst1t1..t10nal
research is-a matteriof: teamwork: by many: people ‘Certain -
‘ v_stud1es will be" 1n1t1ated and/or accoxnphshed by an’ 1nd1v1dua.l
others by .amall 'ad hoc'" ¢ 8 still the'r’s'iby;:larger,’
C long -term comm1ttees, and s_ome by o ts1de consultants “In®,
- this process the research o£f1ce ca func "”a, var1ety of
"[ways such asi’, : R ¢

a 'Ssrv1ng on study comm1tteesv-,‘1”
' ’member, cha1rman, secr?tary,' e}

b..,'Ass1st1ng other 1nd1v1dualh_‘ do1ng studless by help1ng to ’
' pla.n, deslgn, collect data, dupllcate reports

c. As s1st1ng w,lth follow -up studies
d. .Prov1d1ng some secretar1al/cle-r1cal help
4. ~Conduct1ng some stud1es" of-thel'type tha

~of t w1ll prov1de sta.t1st1cal
- information® ch g '

"colleges-doing in: ,
: colleges ea _“w th parklng, proble:“l‘“f -
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5. Coordinating institutional research Zt the college by:

a. Maintaining a master list/and file copies of what has
been done. These could include departmental studies,
student projects reports, graduate term papers, and
master or doctoral theses. :

b. Obtaining copies of reports for research files and
dissemination.

6. Helping disseminate research information and recognizing
effort in the field. '

This college maintains three files which are brought up to date annually.
They are as follows: ' ’

a. A master list of institutional research at the college. Thirty-
four studies were completed in 1962; twenty-eight were completed
in 1963; and fifty-two have been completed or are in the progress
this year-: '

b. Continuing institutional feports in areas that are maintained at
periodic intervals, such'as grade surveys, testing summearies,
various administrative tests of students foxr honors lists, ‘place-
ment tests lists, room utilization surveys, enrollment compar-
isons, placement repsrts, and probation statistics. :

c. List of proj'écts”f“cvlir"];éntly,, in progre:._s':sv‘,. .
In ssum.rna.’ry,“ ; this.i,s not:'.a‘.,.g'émp‘rehenvs”i'v‘ke; ‘re‘port of institutional reseafch

in junior colleges, _since';s‘ufﬁdient'data and length of experience are. not avail-

able. The first full-time institutional research officer in j unior-colleges, ex-
cept for isolated examples such.as:Ste phensiCollege, . would. barely cover the.
last ten years. ~Most papers and, publications: about:ins titutional research in
'junior colleges, such.as Stickler's speechat the 1961 convention cf the Ameri-
can-Association .of Junior Colleges: (the first such speech.atan A, A. J. C..
convention) and the 1961 conference.at:U. C. L. A., deal in.broad general state-
‘ments coricerning purposes,; importance,. organization, ‘implementation, ‘and o
“methods.. The conference held at U. C:..L. A this-spring is, 'to the - best of our
knowledge; the first.to deal with substantive matters and specific studies. ...

This conference may well result in the: formation of a ‘statewide ;junior college :

institutional research organization, perhaps an arm of the California Junior
College ‘Association, and a depository and:retrieval system to facilitate the
rapid sharing, pooling, and exchange of data among colleges. This would be
assisted by an E. D. P. system, likely housed at U. C. L. A. ' :

Concerning the use of institutional reseaxch in the formation of policy,
only a few examples might be cited.  Stephens College is probably the most
visible example. In most instances, junior colleges use institutional research
to evaluate policy, measure effectiveness, and predict things of concern.such

as student enrollments in various curricula, achi ents; e This brief =
report will; it is.hoped, g . -of the scope and depth tutional .
research in- jun colleéges, ‘the nterest'in such research; and.

the developments ahead. = :
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. L. E. Torrence
The American University

There are today several very effective regional, state-wide, and miscel-
laneous cooperative ventures in institutional research. Such groups presume
effective institutional research on the individual campus, and the results of
cooperative studies are, in the last analysis (at least for private institutions),
meaningful principally in the ‘context of the individual institution. It is to
institutional research on the individual carnpus that I have been asked to direct
my remarks this morning. !

Why does a college or university establish a special committee, office,
or agency for institutional studies? Since specific reasons will vary. with each
institution, I can speak only for my own university. Several factors made such
a move a logical one for us. Our student body had grown very rapidly over the
past decade (from about 4, 000 to 9, 500 with 3, 800 of these full time); we had,
decentralized administratively into six colleges and schools and a large non-
degree division; data processing (begun in 1955 with the Registrar's office
functions) had expanded into admissions, accounting, bu}sine_,ssvofficeu, and
other operations; and an IBM 1401 was to be in use by fall 1963. A great deal
of raw data were available, butlargely untapped and seldom adegquately inter-
preted ffom a university-wide viewpoint. The necessity of effective coordina-
tion and interpretation of information became obvious in the course of the two-
year intensive work of a faculty self-evaluation committee preparatory to the
normal decennial visitation of the regional Middle States Association in the
spring of 1963. Though perhaps overdue, the decision was made late in 1962
to establish self-evaluation as a continuing function at-the University and to
focus the responsibility for certain’ phases of this process in an office of ".. -
institutional studies, effective July 1, 1963. e A ‘

v No specific ground rules concerning the operation of the office were set
out when the basic decision was made.. Instead, I was asked by the president
of the University to visit several colleges and universities ‘to:see what they - :
were doing -in this field. . As a result, ‘T visited last spring some 12 institutions
in New York, Pennsylvania, “'Ohio, ‘and Michigan, ‘and, in addition, attending .
the meeting of this group.at Wayne State. The colleges were selected to give
as varied a picture as pos sible--large, small,’ _public, - private, urban, rural,
some with highly developed programs; of institutional studies;: and some. with -
no formal structure for this purpose. =~ =~ L e e [

For me the experience was excellent, and I would recommend such a
venture to anyone in the field and, indeed,. to those who have been in-this area
for many years. Conferences ‘such as this one are valuable in the exchange of
ideas and experienceés.. However, .the real feeling for the role or-absence of a
role for institutional studies is to be found on the campus itself.

I received a wealth of advice-~-direct and indirect. Needless to say, I
~ have not followed all of it--sometimes deliberately, sometimes quite helplessly

saraple, the cardinal rule advanced by one person--'"Don't let anyone

_L‘[' ne« . Ef_ﬂxrli?~tl",g‘}3',- S I must have a,ser]_ous ta_]_k Wlththa.tgentlema,n ¢ia;gain-
Anothew racuriiug theme--'Get adequate budget and staff''--is, I am sure,
familizr to ' : e > R ; :

o all of us. |

. . Did tacquire any over-all impression of the role of institutional studies
<on the indi iduaal campus'? At the risk of oversi nplification, ’t_he){i‘dr»g?-ﬁ'nvi?_,?'-ti‘\o..nﬁ-l.'
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structure which I found could be divided in four general categories:

1. In four of the 12 institutions no central program of institutional
study existed, although in one instance the title was held by an
administrative official with another position which required his
full time. In the other three colleges there was no lack of inter-

“est in self-study, and several individual offices--registrar,
dean of students, development office, etc., --did conduct studies

of a limited nature.’ In two 1nstances moves towa.rd coordination
were under cons1derd,t1on o

2. In one college the research was under the direction of a faculty
committee, coming chiefly from the psychology and education
- S departménts. ' Graduate ‘students were used to conduct studies
- of student motivation, ‘attitudes, etc. ‘In this college there
appeared to'be no working relationship between the 1nst1tut1ona.l
resea.rch off1ce and the pol1cy determ1n1ng structure

3. Although an off1ce of 1nst1tut1ona.l resea.rch ex1sted in two la.rge
o institutions, several other offices also were enga.ged in'special
phases of institutional study. - There appea.red to be fairly close
cooperation between some of these offices, but duplication of
-effort was also evident. - Reports seemed to be pr1nc1pa.lly
statistical in natute, and if analysis was a function of the office
"of 1nst1tutlona.l resea.rch th1s was not rea.dlly ev1dent

4. In two un1vers1t1es the collect1on and a.na.lysls of da.ta were
~ clearly: comb1ned and, in a.ddlt'lon, the. office: of 1nst1tut1ona.l
research designed and carried: out research’ pro_]ects on "
students, faculty, management, and ma.ny other pha.ses of the
opera.tlon of h1gher educa.t1on toda.y )

"The- val1d1ty of my 1mpress1ons--a.nd I stress the word’ unpress1ons——on
both the" orga.n1za.t1on and:on the" role of the" off1ce is; ‘of course, 11m1ted by (a.)
the short period: ‘of’ time" 1nvolved in’ each v1s1t, ‘and’ (b) ‘the fa.ct'tha.t my;
conversations weré for the most pa.rt with' 1nd1v1dua.ls enga.ged” n 1nst1tut1ona.l
study who na.tur'tlly would: ha.ve some degree .
and its role on: their campus.’ In this contextj
impressions of‘the-"'\'raried-‘a.pproa._c'he's',tot_ji’ns-tit'

1. Inst1tut10na.l study is not solely dependent on. the crea.t1on of a ::":. Ll
formal administrative unit for" th1s purpose; nor does the '
-ex1stence of such an off1ce on pa.per a.ssume 'a.n opera.t1ona.l un1t

2. Al. ieast in la.rger colleges the coord1na.t1ng 1"1ﬂuence ‘'of an office
of institutional studies can be a major source of strength for
both the un1vers1ty a.nd the o:Ff1ce itself.

3. Off1ces enga.ged prnna.rlly in- beha.v1oura.l and theoretical research -
© - seemed” to be removed from the- ma1nstrea,rn of- un1vers1ty opera.— :
. tions and:to-have l1ttle 1nf1uencc 1n the on go1ng formul"‘t1on a.nd
1mplementat1on ,

(I would a.dd tha.t 1n my. 0p1n1on the use ovf the 'word ”res ea.rch" in rlela.t1on to
wha.t the ma.Jor1ty of us are’ do1ng is: m1s,1’ ad1‘ g. We a.re enga.:ged n. 1rnporta.nt
d1es, but seldom 1n a.ctua.l'r"sea.a;ch Ny o o -
EKC eomyin actuas resaarer

il Toxt Provided by ERIC
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4. Offices which concentrated on the collection and collation of
statistical data without interpretation and analysis obviously
performed a useful function, but it is difficult to generalize
on the role of such offices in policy formulation. ~

5. The offices which appeared to be the most effective were those
which cornbined collection and analysis of data with a close
working relationship with the top academic officials of the
university. : ‘ -

6. Finally, the role of an office of institutional studies will

differ as much as the institutions themselves vary and, more
specifically, as much as the primary interest of the individuals
responsible for the studies will vary. ‘As directors of insti-
tutional studies, the approaches of a statistician, a psychologist,
a sociologist, or a scientist will inevitably be influenced by the.
discipline from which each is drawn.” This'is both a strength
and a weakness--strength from infusion of new and valuable
insights and techniques, .but weakness from the viewpoint of
continuity of operations and comparability of studies. -

What approach did we adopt at the American University, ané-What has been the
experience of the office in these initial months ? S .

, AdfniniStrativéiy,: the Office of Ins-titufiohai Studie»s: is. responsible to the
Vice President. The staff consists of a secreiary assistant.and. myself.

Cooperation from admissions, business office,” and other. administrative units
has been very good, but the objective -of full ‘coordination of data and miximum
utilization of the conljpute'r»ha.s‘;fn'_ot{ been achieved: ... Sl e T E L B

In part this has been my .o:\wn' c:ie.c':is"i:drbi:,.' * In the initial prb'CeSS ‘of deter-

mining the most useful data and the kind of analysis'needed, Ifound it very

valuable to work directly with the. available figures from the va rious :source
- offices--registrar, admissions, " accounting, etc. I am.: convinced that any . :

attempt to program the needs of the new office for the.computer without having ;

been immersed in:the relatively Mraw'' material-compiled:through ‘the: earlier-

data processing equipment would have resulted in many :faulty reports'and - =

" costly trial and error. -May I add hastily: that I -have'no.intention of: prolonging

this initial pericd. Our basic ins titutional study needs will'be.programmed:".
~ ‘shortly for routine production, and we will be"able to-move into new areas for

“What types of studies have been carried out this year?  Briefly, they
include the following: o T S
—. a) Acg’;demic ‘c_harac-teristics-‘of 'ent‘ei'ing.-frevsh‘rnen"('ﬁ'ont new).

b) Relationship between sources on CEEB Verbal and English

Achievement and grades in English composition for the fall
semester. ' : o i L

¢) Academic characteris tics of trahsfer 'students with special
‘reference.to junior college graduates and performance of these
students in the fall session. = = o 0 ORI TLE
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d) Preparation and analysis of a questionnaire distributed to all
seniors and freshmen concerning their reaction to our university
requirements or general education program. (Initiated spring
1963 under the direction of the Continuing Committee on Self-
Evaluation. ) ‘

e) Academic characteristics of entering graduate students.

f) A profile of the graduating seniors of last June--including
entering qualifications, date, transfer status, GRE, raunk in
graduating class major, etc. (notyet completed).

g) Presentation--graphic and oral--of an "information'' session
for the University Senate on the changing nature of the student
body between 1958 and 1963. The same material was later
presented to the Development Committee on the Board -of
Trustees. - T : o :

h) A wide-rangingistudy of the curriculum under the direction of
an administratively appointed committee on curriculum problems.

Have there been any results fromithese studies? In terms of policy
changes, only one action has been taken. As a result of the study of the per-
formance of transfer students, the Admissions Committee recommended and .
the ‘University Senate adopted a change in the degree -of reguirements for
transfers from junior colleges. o ' ‘ - e

: Folldwin-g sfhe information session on the changing nature of the student

‘body, the Senate appointed committees .on graduate students and on part-time

students. Senate discussion of their finds will take place next-Wednesday.

Over the past fe_w',months"a«.la‘rge_ .proportion‘of'the wo;‘k'zig‘f -1:he~0ffice ‘of
Institutional Studies has been devoted to the curriculum study. Using the -
academic years:1958--59 and 1962-63 as base years for comparative purposes,

~we colle ct_ﬁ_ed and‘ija;na‘lyz'e'd:in._fp_;-mafi‘on; on a variety of matters. related to the =
‘ cux«riculum in »i“_tv:‘sfb:r-oadest"sén(a_'e’." T T AT BT

' Tfhei;s'tﬁd'ie's include for each departrnentand 's-éh_dpi '("sibfn-e“ 220 SEANE AR

‘inéfructidnal‘fl‘J_.tiikt_:’Sj)‘:'- T

a) number of courses offered.

b) number of full-timevand'- part-time fa‘,cuity Aand"ful-l-_-.tirne
equivalent teaching faculty. ' .

c) the proportion and level of classes and credit hours taught
by part-time faculty. :

d) student credit hours by status -of the student and by levels
of courses. , R B :

e) number .Vof»ma-jors', ‘fullr:'a:ﬁﬁl‘m:fa'nd.pa,rtutinie’_; -
f) oumgieer of degrees gramted

g) average class size--for each of three levels of courses and
-~ for all courses. SRR & I - o i
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h) number of courses with enrollments of less than 10, less than
15, etc.

i) composition of enrollments in our mixed levels--graduate and
undergradpate--courses.

j) average student credit hours for classes taught by fuil-time
faculty, and by pa.rt-tune faculty.

k) average yearly student credit hour production by full-time
faculty.

1) instructional salary costs--full time, part time, and total
faculty--per student credit hour.

m) total departmental costs per student credit hour.

n) use of comprehens1ve exam1na.t1on fields by candidates for
graduate degrees.

© 0) courses taken by graduate students who received degrees in
June 1963.

These studies served as the basis for a draft report on curriculum
problems which has just been presented to the University Senate. After faculty

discussion the £1na.1 report w111 be presented to the Pres1dent and the Boa.rd of
Trustees.

_ Apart from the collection of da.ta, what- has been the role of the off1ce of
institutional studies in the preparation of this " report? I realize there is,
among leaders in this field, -substantial d1sa.greement at this point.  In the
context of my own experience I must side with those~who be11eve that to be
most useful for the university--and, 1nc1denta.11y, -most sa.t1s£y1ng personally--

’ 1nst1tut1ona.1 study should include pa.rt1c1pa,t1on in pohcy recommendations.
‘This was the case in our curriculum study; ‘and I-found it a rewarding’ exper1-

ence.” Policy. recommenda.tlons andithe a.ctua.l making" of decisions. are not,
however, 1dent1ca.1 .One may pa.rt1c1pa.te in‘these’ decisions- through your

faculty status on the:one hand and, _*oerha.ps, through membershlp in a dean's
" »fcomm1ttee or Gther. a.dm1n1stra.t1ve.oouncv11 on the other’ ‘hand.. However, an

office of insti ut10na.1 studies can. usurp;’nelther fa.culty nor f1na.1 a.d:n1n1stra.t1ve
3 respons1b111ty in the dec1s1on ma.klng processes

Implementa.tlon of pol1cy normally w111 not be a d1rect respons1b111ty of
our Office of Institutional Studies. Probably the most significant. contribution
of my work at ‘this point will be the providing of a constant flow of data for
management a.na.lys is and planning, especially in ‘academic areas which often
are neglected in the cost-conscious orientation of our business office. The
1ea.ven1ng effect of aca.dem1ca.11y oriented studies to offset purely financial ones
is essential today. The fa.culty will not be ea.s1ly convinced that management

: a.na.lys1s of academic affairs is in‘any way in the1r interest. But today with

institutions of. h1gher educa.t1on--espec1a.11y'pr1va.te 1nst1tutlons-'-fa.c1ng increas
1ng1y complex and mu1t1 fa.ceted problem's ‘the 1a1ssez faire’ a.pproa.ch to
gurriculum, a.dv:x,nced by ma.ny faculty. rnembers jmust ‘be modified. "If ‘the

‘lea.dersh1p in" develop1ng new: pr1nc1p1es--for acaaemic ma.na.gement a.nd planning
can emanate: from those- clea.rly dedicated:
“faculty may be'le
.,.,rea.11t1es -of: tomorrow ERTR

a.demlc ooncerns, then the _
east not: screa.m1ng-‘-1n\o the

d= -though prote _t1n
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D. G. Tyndall
‘Universityo6f California

In approaching this question of the role of institutional research in the
implementation of policy, one must emphasize the concept of decision-making,
and ask what decisions are involved in the process of policy implementation. . =
What role, if any, should be played by institutional research in this process in
an institution of higher education. : : L

I should therefore like to preface my remarks by quoting at some length
from that.classic in the field of the theory of organizational decision-making,
Herbert Simon's Administrative Behavior. Speaking of the role of knowledge
in rational decision-making, Simon writes: :

At each moment the behaving subject, or the organization
composed of numbers of such individuals, is confronted with

a large number of alternative behaviors, some of which are
present in consciousness and some of which are not. Decision,
or choice, as the term is-used here, is the process by which

one of these alternatives for each moment's behavior is selected
to be. carried out. The series of such decisions which determined
behavior over some stretch of tirne may be called a strategy-.

"If any one of the possible strategies is chosen and followed out,
certain consequenciés will result.. The task of rational decision
is to select thzt one of the strategies which is followed by the.
preferred sét of consequences. It should be emphasized that:
‘all the consequences that follow ‘from-the chosen: strategy are’
Televant to'the evaluation of its correctness;. not simply those
consequences. that were anticipated. - : RS

: - "The function of knowledge in the. decision~making process is.to.
determine which.of the!alternative: strategies. It'is'the task of .. .
knowledge to select fron ‘the whole class of possible consequences .. -

-a more:limited subclass; or. even (ideally)‘a single set of L. o

consequences correlated ‘with each'strategy. ' .o SRR

. ty.in'this scheme, . -
. (man) would have to,have a;complete:descri tion of theiconsequences «'-
following from each alternative strateg would have to compare
these consequences. . He would have to know in every single Tespect
how the world,would be changed by his behaving one way instead of
another, and.he would have. to follow the ~consequences of behavior .
through unlimited sets of values. - Under such.conditions-even an-

' approach to rationality in real be havior would be inconceivable.

Fortunately, the problém of choice is usually greatly simplified
by the tendency of the empirical laws that describe the isolated
subsets. Two behavior alternatives,: when compared, are often -
found to have consequences that differ in only a few respects and
for the restare identical. | Thatis, ‘the differential consequences.

1. ..in order to perform with.perfect ration:
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to be responsible for doing and coordinating the immense amount of staff work
that will be required if responsible answers to these questions are to be ob-
tained? The many different offices within the university will need to be invol-
ved to various degrees in order that their experience and training can'be ,
brought to bear on certain questions, but someone must structure, plan, and
coordinate their efforts. ‘

In addition, consider a different type of policy decision--one that has been.

reached this time by the president's cabinet and/or his council of chief campus
officers, that the present methods of counting graduate students is inaccurate

and misleading and that some better method must be devised.

But now this policy must be implemented. If your institution is anything
like mine, a committee will be set up to develop a revised procedure, and you
will be its secretary or at least will be expected to provide it with data in
copious quantities. ‘

By reading the minutes of the me etings at which this policy decision was
reached or by talking to some of those who were involved in the meeting, one
discovers that the university should distinguish between specific types of
graduate students, and develop a counting or measuring system which is -
"meaningful'' for each type. Someone then must decide what categories or-
types are meaningful for this purpose, whether an approach based on student
credit hours, work undertaken, or some other type of measure is to be used; ’
and if student credit hours.are to be used, whether a different divisor is to be’

used in the several graduate schools. in order to determine the F. T. E. in each
school, or whether a uniform divisor is to be used for all schools. .- Finally
someone must.decide whether the registrar, the department chairmen, the
graduate dean, ‘or.the accounting office is to be responsible for the actual
collection of the data and their transmission to those who have some interest
in it. Where does policy end and- implementation begin? I am tempted to ans-
wer that the question has no answer because it is not a meaningful question in
the first place. — '

Consider an example from a different field, The policy of the institution

is to achieve a given standard of space utilization of its class ‘laboratories. How

is this policy to be implemented? First, we must know what cur present rate
of utilization is, and the answering of this seemingly simple question will im-
mediately raise a whole host of difficult questions involving importaht policy
decisions, e.g., what rooms do you count, what hours do you count, and who
is to be responsible for the reporting and for the analysis? But this is only the
beginning; we must then ask what we can do to improve the utilization, what

alternatives are open to us, what the advantages and disadvantages of each are, '

what authority we must have to explore these in depth, and then how far we
should actually try to explore each of them (e. g., what are the educational
effects of 13 hour as opposed to hour classes on Tuesday and Thursday, of
evening classes, of block scheduling, etc.). This will lead to even more.
fundamental questions. What criteria should be us ed in evaluating the advan-
tages and disadvantages of the several alternatives ? Also, do we have the
authority or perhaps the temerity to suggest that the original goal should be
re-examined since the conditions which existed when the policy was originally
established have changed so drastically that it is no longer meanicgful.

‘The point I wish to make and emphasize is that there is always a need to

_delineate policy, that is to develop the impl’ica'tions of alternative interpreta~ ...

tions of policy and/or alternative means of implementation and even of

specifying the alternatives which will be cohsidered. This inevitably involves
_'_& . 65 . .
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a myriad of policy decisions as these interpretations and alternatives are
explored. The implementation of policy serves only to open a whole range i
of further questions to which answers must be found.” I do not argue that the
office of institutional research can or should try to do this job alone or even
that it should be responsible for coordinating the efforts of the many persons :
who should be involved from time to time in these efforts, though this job ;
must be done somewhere within the administrative structure of the univercity,
but I am convinced that institutional research must play an active role in the
process. As you can see, Iithink of institutional research within a university
as something akin to operations research in a large business enterprise.
Operations research was done in business long'before offices of operations
research were set up, and likewise institutional research was done in higher
education long before offices-of institutional research were established. But
now that we have been institutionalized, we want to find our proper role and - 5
place in the administrative hierarchy. The purpose of operations research }
has been stated in Methods of Operations Research as ''‘providing executive

departments with the quantitative basis for decisions regarding the operations {
under their contxol. " '

N A

Does not institutional research hafe the same purpose in the educational ;
institution? ' Offices of operations research, too, are fumbling for their proper
role, from pure research at one extreme to involvement in day to day line
operations at the other. I-think that we will have sometking to learn from them
in this regard, and perhaps they from wus. - However oné thing'seems clear:

They have found that a central part of their role lies in.the implementation of
the plans which they develop for-consideration by management, not that they !
substitute themselves for the operiting manggement, but that it is essential - ¢
that they interpret 'the plan and that they sssisi'in thée detailéd development,

including the evaluation and control aspects (which will presumably be discuss-
ed in tomorrow's sessions). = I believe that this is equally trie ‘for institutional
research. - ' D e e Do R RN
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Carl E. Wedekind
‘University of Pittshurgh

What is the‘proper role of institutional research in the general areas of
institutional policy? I submit the following:

The role of institutional research in the formulation of policy is essen-
tially an advisory function. The institutional research functions should be
placed at the highest possible level of institutional management to minimize
administrative filtration. However, it is this top=levellocation for an effec-
tive role in policy formulation that makes policy implementation difficult to
avoid. The office of institutional research has the resportsibility to obtain
data of all sorts (including co_nferences, opinions, and reactions from all
sources and levels), to.collate them in an orderly and meaningful way, to
interpret them, to point out their significance for effective institutional opera-
tion, to highlight those aspects which have significance for policy, and to
suggest a course or alternate courses of action where it is appropriate and
neczssary. This is the staff function. . It is not a decision-making function.
Aithough institutional research may clearly point up or even recommend a -
particular method of implementation, the decision must be made by top man-
agement. Actual policy implementation, however, is basically a line function
and should be carried out and directed by the operating urit. Industry found
this out long ago. : o .

~ Secondly, institutional research should-plaz’ a major role in the evalua-

‘tion of existing policy within an institution. This. involves not only an evalua-

fion of the particular policy in the light of institutional objectives, but includes
as well the evaluation of the effectiveness of the line operations in carrying

‘out these policies. If institutional researchris to play a.role in both the-for-
‘fnulation and evaluation of policy, it should not be involved in the. implementa-
tion process.  If this were the case; it would be difficult for the research-man -

to maintain an unbiased and .objective frame of reference for evaluating a
system for which he may also have had the responsibility of implementation.
In short, implementation and_e'valuati'on'withiti'-the same agency:seem to be a

contradiction in fact. Were itinot-so, I suspect many consulting firms and .

accreditation bodies would have long ceased to exist.

Institutional research is a staff function. It is not executive or line, and
as such, ideally should not make or carry out policy decisions. To the.extent
that an institutional research office does get involved in the implementation
process, it becomes less capable and effective in carrying out the evaluative
functions. Also, it is more likely to operate under some other aegis than
institutional research, such as administrative, academic, or institutional
planning. As a viable entity an institutional research unit can be involved in
the formulation and implementation process or the formulation and evaluation
process, but not all three. - :

This leads into another major role which the institutional research office
can play, a role that has often been stressed by many of those involved .in.
institutional research.  (This role was particularly well expressed by

Dr. Stecklein at the 1961 American Council on Education meetings in Washing-
ton, D. C.) Basically the point is this: the.role of an:institutional research
office should be to serve the faculty as wellgs: the administration-of the .

institution, - and this'service should b:e,’:‘in_"a{"ﬁ‘di_r‘é(:t‘.fa‘s""‘Wéll.‘as indirect manner.
Many institutional research offices stress this particular function-and have as

Al AR
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a consequence done much to bridge the gap that exists between the administra-
tion and faculty, particularly in the area of communications between'and with-
in these groupings. The extent to which this role can be accomplished depends
on the degree to which the office of institutional research can remain both fish
and fowl by keeping a foot planted firmly:in both camps. ~As anyone can tell
you, this is an extremely uncomfortable, awkward, and tiring position to hold
for any length of time, particularly if the chasm is of conside rable width, and
one has to bend over in order to keep his nose to the grindstone. .Itis a doubly
difficult position to maintain since the majority of the requests for information
and research will come from the administrative quarter. This has been
counteracted to some degree in ohe of two ways: either both the institutional
research officer and his staff come from the fazulty, or they have joint faculty
and administrative appointments. If we accept the liaison and interaction role
as a desirable one, I would strongly urge that such an office exercise caution
in order to avoid invoivement in the implementation process or phase. The
more an office becomes invelved in policy implemenation, the stronger grows
the administrative image. As a result, academic acceptability wanes.

‘The institutional reoearch funct1on in our office, as you have no doubt
gathered from the title--educational plaznnng, does invariably get involved
with the implementation of policy. This is further pointed up:in the fact that

.ander the institutional research function only a portion of educational planning

comes:direectly under the Assistant Chancellor ior Planning and ‘Policy Co-
ordination. This office in which the institutional research resides .also has.a ~
stated direct and indirect staff responsibility to the faculty as well as the
administration. This relationship has been most difficult to maintain behav-
iorally for reasons- prev1ously mentioned, particularly because of the h1gh level
at wh1ch such an office is placed organ1zat10nally »

Mosti 7st1tutlonal research offices;. no matter how ass1duously they may
try to avoid-involvement in the area of policy implementation, do or will-get’
involved in this role from time to time. Our own office has been:involved to
a considerable extent in policy. u'nplementatlon in such areas as’ curr1culum, ‘
phys1cal plant, student affairs, business.- affairs, and commun1ty affairs:.
Personal observat1ons indicate that’ pol1cy implementation is most effect1vely
carried out by an 1nst1tutlonal research off1ce when it occurs as follow5°

1. for a short and predetermlned tr1al p(=rlod and then preferably
only if

2. it is coupled with a previously and objectively conceived evaluative
~research design; and failing of these, only if

3. you cannot persuade your pres1dent otherw1se

In add1tzon the negat1ve aspects of actively: tak1ng such -a_role are cons1d—

conqpared to the academic area. Policy. 1mplementa.tlon by 1nst1tut1onal Te~
search in those areas which are generally identified with the faculty and

academic officers is one of the surest methods of becomlng labeled as an
administrator, 1ather than as an- 1nst1tut10nal research person “Formulation
and evaluation.are activities readily accepted by all groups; however the
implementation becomes a synonym for. meddl1ng and 1nterference where the
academic area is. concerned. Once this appens, it becomes increasingly
difficult to 1nvolve the faculty as colleagnue.s in or customers of 1ns1.1t utional

38
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research endeavors. Your evaluation process then becomes viewed by the
faculty as a procedure in which you provide ''research' (in quotes) to support
foregone conclusions or decisions. :

Howewver, there are times when a role in policy implementation. is un-
avoidable. When this is the case, it is most useful to the office to involve as
many outside people from existing line operations as possible in the implemen-
tation process--be they faculty or administrators. This may be less efficient:
from the standpoint of time, but will be the best guarantee of maintaining the

ohjectivity and the image of the institutional research activity.

These remarks represent some of my beliefs and observations concern-
ing what the role of institutional research ought to be in policy implementation.
It will vary according to the organizational structure, the personal nature of
the institutional leadership, the size of the institution, the nature of institu-=. .
tional control, and the particular background and characteristics of the
incumbent institutional rescarch officer. '

It is my observation that in the area of policy formulation, impl¢menta-
tion, and evaluation, the effectiveness and impact of the office of institutional
research is dependent upon how well it perceives and maintains its proper
relationship within the existing organizational structure, whatever that
structure may be.. : '
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Chazrles E. Howell
Northern. Illinois University

If institutional research is to have an effective role in the evaluation of
policy, it follows that there must be a coherent and complete codification of
the existing policies of the institution. Far too often a modification of one
policy is made without reference to its effect on other policies. An instituz
tional research office can therefore first of all serve a useful purpose by the
simple collection and cross-indexing of all institutional policies. The idea is
simple, although its carrying out is complex but not necessarily difficult.

When existing policies are to be evaluated, the implication is that they
are to be re-examined to discover whether they are accomplishing what they
were intended to accomplish. If they are not, why have they failed; and if they
have failed, how may they have changed? .As a matter of fact many, if not
most, institutions will find in the process of codifying policy that they have a
good deal of dead wood lying about which ought to be discarded lest it turn up
to plague someone at a later date. .

The evaluation of policy will start with a statement of the purpose for
which the policy was adopted. This statement is basically of no concern to
institutional research. However, when questions are raised as to the degree
to which this purpose is being achieved, the problém becomes one for the
research personnel, not the philosopher, to answer.

One or two illustrations may make the point clear. Institution ""A!' has
an admissions policy which is based upon the premise that any graduate of an
accredited high school is entitled to admission. However, classes are getting
crowded, and budgets harder to come by. The question arises as to whether
this policy should be changed. A careful analysis reveals that considerable
numbers of students admitted under this policy are dropping out because of
academic difficulties after one or two semesters. But, if it is to be changed,
what will be the result if the lower one-third or the lower one-half of a high
school class is denied admission? How many fewer students can be expected,
what will be the effect on the retention rats, what redistribution of majors can
be expected to result, and what will be the effect of staff load? All these and
many others are research questions that need to be answered if any more than
an arbitrary alteration is to be made in the admissions policy.

. A similar kind of situation might arise in connection with the policy of

>

probation and academic dismissals, of admissions into certain curricula at
any level, or of any one of a hundred policies which might be cited.

If policy is to be evaluated at all, it must be evaluated in terms which
are essentially in the institutional research category, whether this work is .
done in an organized bureau or elsewhere. Any other approach must necessar-
ily be capricious and may alter a policy, which makes it in direct conflict with

another, or makes it appear absurd when placed alongside another existing
policy. ‘

The fact should emerge quite clearly that no policy exists in strict
isolation. Changes spread through the entire insititutional structure. There-
fore, a centralized agency, familiar with all policies and able to bring - ..

information effectively to the authority which is to alter policy, would seem

essential. Anything less will invite the kind of chaos which exis ts in many -

campuses. S :
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Everett H. Hopkins
- Duke University

In a three-way division of the subject of evaluation, my assignment is to
consider (a) the extent to which objectives are met, and {b) the efficacy of the
policies. The consideration of these two points necessarily assumes Dr.
Howell's point that to evaluate policies there must be knowledge of what these
policies are, and secondly, there musi be an understanding of the purposes
for which the policies have been established. (Parenthetically, I think we
will agree that at least in the larger and more complex institutions, neither
of these pre-evaluation conditions prevails--at least to the extent desirable
for objective and meaningful evaluation. Yy

I will address myself later to the two topics assigned me, but before
doing so, especially since the general theme of this conference is the concep-
tual framework for institutional research, I feel a compulsion to add my bit
to the subject of the context within which institutional research can best be
performed--not only institutional research as a basis for policy cvaluation,
but also for policy determination and jimplementation. If by institutional
research we mean primarily applied research, formal or informal, engaged
in purposefully for the advancement of the total institution, then the platform
from which, and the context within which, an institution-wide program of
research is conducted becomes especially important. It is, by its very nature,
a "staff! or service function, and not a ''line" function. To a far greater
extent than with most other "'Staff'' services within a._’ college or university, the
institutional researcher gets himself involved in the operational affairs--often
delicate and sensitive matters--of nearly everyone else in the university, from
the president on down. Therefore, unless the office of institutional research
wins its own way, not only with the central administration but also with-the
deans and faculty, to the pointwhere it becomes an integral and natural part
of the interna.lfope_ra;tion'of.th'gz-univ,er_sit‘:y-}-both horizontally and vertically--: ..
and is truly welcomed by those responsible for line functions, it is doubtful if
it justifies its own budgetary expenses or its own existence within the institu-
tion, regardless of how important we may happen to think the research findings

are for the university.

If this general pi'emise-is' correct, then several other points would seem
to follow: -

1. The prime mover and coordinator of the institutional research
program will function best if his office is an adjuct of the presi-
dent's office. Essentially, he is an ''assistant to'' the president--
to help provide him and his central administrative officers with
pertinent background information that will improve the quality
of the administrative and policy decisions. He must, in fact,
become an integral part of the central deliberative bodies (both .
faculty and administrative) if he is to be a genuine and productive
partner in the enterprise. :

2. The actual research studies are not made solely or exclusively
by the staff of the office of institutional research. The staff of
that office can provide leadership-and catalytic effects. However,
conditions and understandings must be establisked throughout the
institution that here is an office that has no axes to grind, that can
f EMC ~work harmoniously with any.department or division of the uhniver~' -
' sity, and that is concerned objectively and helpfully with all sorts
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of problems of institutional advancement. At this point, I should
like to agree wholeheartedly with Sam Baskin in emphasizing the
importance of working with faculty committees {and faculty mem-
bers generally) in helping to advance knowledge, understanding,
and concern about teaching and learning in specific relation to
the institution's educational objectives. .

3. Given the first two propositions, one can see that the most effec-
tive program of institutional research is not a highly centralized
one, but rather a program which permeates the entire university.
Here, I see no real conflict in the positions ‘taken by Stuart Grout
2nd Robert Hubbard on Sunday evening.  True, they were differ-
ent positions, but they are not in conflict. Certainly there'is
need for a coordinating office of institutional research, as well
as need for a great deal of research ‘that will not be conducted _
by the administrators of the operational programs, or by faculty
committees. There is need for thinking time and for a kind of
inactive leadership that will not normally be provided by others.

On the other hand, what could be better than an institutional

- philosophy which places emphasis on continuous, institution-wide
self-study, with an office of institutional research aiding, leading,
and coordinating these efforts at every point. There is more
institutional research to be performed in each of our institutions
than any of our centralized offices can possibly perform, so why
not encourage all other offices and divisions within the institution
to engage in various aspects of the total task? What is “mportant
is that there be adequate internal coordination and communication.

It is my contention that some such context or conceptual framewcxk as
the foregoing must be established before an office of institutional research can
expect to perform effectively eitheér a catalytic or leadership role in the broad
area of institutional evaluation. =~ == ‘ S - R

I would add that the internal relationships and conditions I have described
are not always easy to bring about. Colleges and universities generally have
not been run this way. Traditionally, and I think healthily, college and univer-
sity administrators (both up and down the hierarchy) have enjoyed and expect
to enjoy a fairly high degree of administrative freedom; and in most institutions,
particularly the larger and more complex ones, there:seems to be some confu-
sion between academic freedom on the one hand and administrative freedom on
the other, which of course puts a high premium on genuine organizational
leadership at the level of the presidency. If this leadership exists, if the
president believes in an adiministrative philosophy which places an appropriate
value on the results of valid and pertinent institutional research on a continuing
basis, and if the office operates within the foregoing context, ‘the value of its

role can hardly be overéstimated.

~ Now, what about the role of the office of institutional research in internal
evaluation? To what extent are the institutional (and policy) objectives being
met? And, what about the efficiency of the policies? Internal evaluation is
not only a legitimate function of an office of institutional research but it is a
necessary one. In fact the ¥ple of the ‘ié‘fficé in helping to discern, establish,
and implement policies would be weakened ‘considerably if systematic and
o objective evaluation were not to follow. It would seem that the evaluation
EMCunctlon is the function that completes the circle, b¢Cause it ‘is upon the results
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of policy evaluation that new or revised policies become discerned, established,
modified, or implemented--and then again evaluated. However, I am not at

all certain that these various functions of jnstitutional research are that easily
separated. When one begins to conduct research to help in policy formulation,
he is to some extent inevitably assessing the value of existing policies--or the
lack of them. Therefore, while I find it valuable to think of the role of institu-
tional research in evaluation, it is difficult to isolate this role from all of the
others of which we have been talking for the past two days.

In this connection Paul Dressel speaks of the inevitability of evaluation. "'
If by evaluation we mean judging the worth of a policy, a procedure, a program,
or even of an experience or an idea, then this certainly takes place every day
on every campus, by every office, and by every professor. The point is that
we have seldom applied the standards, criteria, or research design to the
evaluation of institutional policies and practices that the researchers in the
disciplines apply in their own disciplinary research, which of course vzises
the whole question of criteria, a big subject for another paper or for the group
discussion to follow. It is commonplace to cite the tendencies of even research
scholars to hold and to express strong but highly subjective opinions on matters
outside their own fields of competence. ' It is also commonplace to cite the
tremendous resistance to change of college faculties generally, especially when
the matter under consideration relates to teaching methods or curricula.

In view of the inherent nature of colleges and universities, and especially
their faculties, I submit that we should not expect widespread immediate, or
spectacular, results in the area of policy and program evaluation. However,
in the long run, if the proper internal climate is established, if an outstanding
reputation for quality in institutional research in gradually built-up and confi-
dence established, and if both administrators and faculty are constructively
involved in the processes, then the evaluation role of the office of institutional
research is perhaps its most important role.

All that I have said in this regard relates equally to the five areas of.
policy singled out for special conéideration in this conference, namely: (1)
whom . the institution shall serve; (2) type of faculty sought; (3) means of
financial support; (4) the building of facilities; and (5) the curriculum.
However, these areas are the subjects for our group discussions, and I hope
that the problem of criteria and standards for evaluation studies in these areas
will receive attention. :
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James R. Montgomery
University of Tennessee

Evaluations of policies and programs take place, without doubt, every-
where there is an institutional research function performed. Out of approxi-
mately twenty-five studies, ranging from small to fairly complex, conducted
by the Office of Institutional Research in the University of Tennessee this past
year, six might be considered evaluative studies.

In approaching this topic I want to consider first some of the techniques
and problems involved in reducing policies or programs to a form which can be
measured. Some years.ago John Morris, then Director of Institutional Re-
search at the University of Mississippi, observed that one should obtain two
pieces of information before starting a survey: a statement of the purpose of
the survey, and an agreement that the type of information supplied will be
acceptable as an answer. )

After trying other approaches, I have concluded that Morris is correct.
As time has permitted during this past year. the Office of Institutional Re-
search at the University of Tennessee has been collecting a few figures about
the faculty such as salaries, ranks, and median ages. Before starting the
survey on median age, I drew up some tentative forms and submitted them to
the Vice president requesting such information. He observed that two of the
three forms would really not tell him anything, but that the third form seemed
well suited to his needs. This brief trip accomplished two things: (1) it indi-
cated that one report wouid be sufficient for the uses of this vice president,
and (2) that he still wanted the information. I am neither suggesting that it is
necessary to have someone approve every table and step in the gathering and
reporting process nor saying that one should find the exact answer needed in
order to supply the approved solution, but it is necessary to be certain that the
things one is finding have a close relation to the problems needing study. .

Assuming one can obtain a statement on the information wanted, there
still is a problem: of entering into studies for which there are answers. -All of
you are aware of such studies; for example, which is ‘best, the quarter oY the
semester system? The fact that "x" number of schools have it one way and
"'y!'' number ancther way does not tell much; rieither does the fact that the mem-
bers of the faculty have different opinions on the subject. A better, although
still probably-useless, survey of the merits of a semester versus quarter ,
system might be to look at financial costs, student attrition in the two systems,
academic knowledge gained, number of library books circulated in two systems,
and other such information. Even then, assuming it possible to find such
answers, one might not supply information which would have any influence on
the system adopted. » '

In evaluation studies it frequently evolves that one must find by some
process the policies or objectives which apply, for they are seldom written
and when they appear at all,are sufficiently general to assure misunderstanding.
Another problem is that the persons wanting a. study may fail to state e’ther

1 John B. Morris, ""Space ‘Utiliiation Surveys in Small In_s,;t_:ituf:ions, "in .
, Richard G. Ast and Hall T. Sprague, ed., College Self Study (mimeographed, "
lk‘lc -Western Interstate. C;ommis’sion_,for-Hi'gher "Education, ~1959). S

E

r »







- > Ormnne aoaatteraTayjports
= s wwwrhich can bbe

s = ewaliluas ttilise

umdies rT@Trepoxrted
ich Tmight be

= o> irmnmrlhhe T enrxrt
ic platitudes.,

cornduactEtings sel:E- 7

1. BT O Ty S 3 thhe = —

comnmnection ~xrith

s es School of
TUUniversity., 1 =
onrn thhe teaching

M pare with othe

ctives. and. tesct—

I : A - - -

attendance by tne'
la.r top':l.c s ‘P -

mbers Aof the
=2 Airges textbooks,

ira AL <O TR, 1s a gooc
:l:-s:!.ty- = -

O

T TR R IY THE wht

v
e

L ETesl

T L AT
.,4;'_.#@,01& i P

gmv,\,.-rl-ﬂds\.k,,v-'.‘..'.WW'\i'W' rhai

Sl [ N
g L okl g et
WMMMWW I
! . P .

I

I



45

Evaluations in Curricular Matters

in the winter and spring of 1963, the Assistant Academic Vice President
made plans to conduct a large-sized summer quarter which had been approved
by the President and the Board of Trustees. While the University of Tennessee
had previously operated on a four-quarter system, the new plans calied for an
enlarged offering of courses, more faculty, and increased pay for summer
teaching. The Assistant Academic Vice President wanted to evaluate this
enlarged summer quarter. In planning the survey we determined to review
enrollment increases and to distribute a questionnaire to students enrolling in
the fall quarter of 1963 which would seek their reactions to the summer quar-
ter if they attended, or, conversely, ask why they had not attended it. The
questionnaire was modeled on one Joe Lins, Director of Institutional Studies
at the University of Wisconsin, used a few years ago in a more elaborate
survey. We printed the questions on a data processing card which was col-~
lected during the fall quarter registration. The student checked certain
responses, while other information was added from data already stored on
each student. Answers to such juestions as the following seemed pertinent:

1. Did enrollment increase in a significant manner?

5. Where should emphasis be placed in recruiting to increase the size
of the summer quarter?

3. What scheduling difficulties did students have ?

4. What improvements were needed in the summer quarter?

5. What reasons did students have for not attending the surmmer quarter?

In brief the survey disclosed that znrollment increased significantly, that
scheduling problems were no more ‘ifficult than in other quarters except for
certain graduate students, that the longer a student remained in school the
more likely he was to attend the summer quarter, and that most students who
had attended the past summer and had not graduated planned to return the
following summer, while most students who had not attended the summer

quarter did not plan to.enroll in it.

_ In another surw=zy in the general area of curricular evaluaticn, Gerald
Whitlock, of the Industrial Management Department of the -University of o
Tennessee, and I reviewed the effectiveness of pre-college courses in such
fields a2s "How To Study, ' "Rapid Reading, " n"Remsdial Mathematics, " and
Remedial English. "4 In this study we reasoned that considering the timie the
courses were offered, the group to whom.they were offered, and the content,
the objective was success in collegiate coutrses. In order to measure this

objective, we selected a control group of students with characteristics like the

1. J. Lins, ''Student Reactions to 1961 Summer Sessions at the University

of Wisconsin, Madison Campus'' (mimeographed. University of Wisconsin,
1962). o ‘ : R ' - ‘ »

4 This rese’arch’_»hasvbeen‘p'ublisﬁed under the title "College Preparatory

Course Work, " in L. J. Lins, ed., “Basis for Decision, Journal of ‘

o~ xperimental Education, XXI, -No: 2, 1962, pp- 188-90.
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sample group, collected academic results in college courses on each group,
and perforined a "t" test. The college grades of students enrolled in such
courses when compared with a control group indicated that the courses either
failed to help or even hurt the individual concerned. While these same courses
are still offered in the University, publicity concerning them is not as
enthusiastic as fcrmerly.

The Executive Dean of Student Affairs wondered what effect living on or
off campus might have on the length of time a student remained in school and
on his academic grades. He wanted information on whether or not rooming-

boarding houses affected the academic performance of students occupying
them. :

In order to conduct this study, we collected information concerning
housing, persistence in school, and grade point average on an entering fresh-
man class over a four-year period. Then, in brief, we compared students
dropping out as a function of place of residence, organizational membership}
and sex and tested any differences obtained by use of Chi-Square analysis. If
you are somewhat confused by this study, do not be alarmed, for we have not
been able to simplify it sufficiently to write it up.

A rather quick and probably unproductive survey resulted from a request
from the Assistant Dean of Admissions and Records to compare the academic
accomplishment of international students enrolled in the Department of Civil
Engineering with citizens of the United States. This survey probably failed
to accomplish as much as it might have, for the researcher failed to}f‘talk with
members of the Departmaent of Civil Engineering in order to ascertain what"
was the purpose of the study. It developed that only students from India and
China were numeérous enough to be 'used in statistical tests. It'was possible
to compa're by use of a ''t" test each group of students with a random sample
of native students. The survey showed that the students from one of these
overseas countries achieved higher~-but not to a significant extent--that native

students, while the other country sent students who performed significantly
poorer. : : S : ‘

Another evaluative survey. in the general area of student personnel
management developed when one of the vice presidents asked how many high.
school students who came to the campus during various high school visitation
days returned to enroll as freshmen. He wondered if the individuals being
entertained actually enrolled. The survew revealed that about 20 per cent of
the visitors entered. Immediate results followed. The Alumni Secretary,
who coordinated the visitation program, reviewed his ‘record-keeping system
and found that he had missed recording the names of some of the individuals
who had visited the campus, and he also found that many of the visitors were
not seniors or even juniors. Consequently, the Alumni Secretary is now
striving to get his alumni workers to bring only high school juniors and seniors.
In addition, he has some material-which allows him to ask his alumni workers

what is happening to students who visit the university but do not elect to enter:
it. ‘ '

The above examples are rather limited in the field 6f student personnel.
Several people who work in the general area of institutional re_search‘such' as
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John Hills, > Warren Willingham, 6 or Clifford Wing, 7 are doing good work in
evaluating admission policies and admission testing procedures. :

Evaluation of Policies in Fiscal Affairs

Increases in the number of students and rising costs have led university
administrators and state governmental officials to ask more and more questions
concerning fiscal expenditures. The states of Florida, Indiana, and Texas, for
example, use a formula approach in dividing state funds among institutions of
higher education. Instituticns in these states as well as in others, therefore,
are collecting cost data in order to substantiate budget requests. The Univer-
sities Study, 8 of which John Swanson is director, is striving to find, if they
exist, procedures and pclicies used in colleges and universities to allocate
funds and to make cost analyses. Cost analyses play a part in the evaluation .
of policies. Since this subject is rather complex and has been discussed in
previous forums, there are only two pcints I want to make concerning it: (1)
Leroy Hull of Indiana University has just completed a publication directing the
cost analyses system used.by the state of Indiana, and (2) institutions making
cost studies need to evaluate such studies fromn time to time in order to make
certain that helpful and usable data are being obtained.

Policies related to capital construction projects are in the category of
evaluative surveys since it is necessary to evaluate usage and needs before
considering a new building. The typical space study frequently is limited to
atilization of classrooms. Since little or no attention is paid to the number of
faculty members and their offices or to bottlenecks resulting from scheduling
difficulties in much-used demonstration classrooms or laboratories, critical
space needs may not be pinpointed in space surveys, although the administra-
tion and the faculty involved are keenly aware that mor= room is needed. It
does not always take an elaborate or complicated space study to find out that if
enrollment is increasing by ''x'" numbers, and this increase will require ''y"
professors while there are only ''z'" number of vacant offices, that something
needs to be done by someone regardless of whether there is 40 or 80 per cent
utilizaticn of general classrooms at 9:00 on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.
I am certain that we fail, or at least I fail, to supply the right evaluative mate-
rial for good management decisions on whether or not to construct a given
building or series of buildings. - The result is that by some process a building
is decre=d, and then someone is asked to.supply the justification. While -
elaborats cases can be made for such buildings, I still believe this'is a re-

versing of the process. In summary, 'I'am.;su‘gge.sting that the administration

and the individuals supplying information need to join forces and arrive at some

better questions to ask in order that more helpful data appear in space surveys.

o,

John Hills, Director, Office of Testing and thdance, Regents of the
University System of Georgia. :

Warren Willingham, Director of Evaluation Studies, CGeorgia Institute of
Technology- ' T ‘

Clifford Wing, Diréctor of Admissm,?g,s, Tulane University.
¢ A national survey on terminology and procedures. in fiscal matters..
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Evaluation of Faculty Members

Evaluations of the faculty are hard to make, for it is frequently difficult
to decide what to measure, much less how to do the study. Another complicat-
ing factor is that the research, when completed, is written off as the work of
a madman or one who fails to know the '"true'' facts of the case, whatever that
may mean. Teacl.ing effectiveness, research production, standing in the
academic world, or even descriptive information on degrees, ages, and colleges
attended are items on which information is wanted.

Our administration and faculty endorse a policy of developing a better
faculty. By expenditures of money and much hard work in recruitment and
leadership, we have made efforts to effectuate this ideal. Here are a few of
the ways we evaluate the success of our efforts:

1. By comparing increases in faculty pay with increases in similar
institutions on a national level. '

2. By comparing the.number of faculty by degrees held by academic
rank with earlier internal studies and also with other institutions.

3. By comparing median age of faculty members by college and rank
with other institutions.

Normative data from the United States Office of Education, the National Educa-
tion Association, and certain institutional research officers who have generous-
ly placed me on their mailing lists make such surveys possible. Although

rather time consuming, such surveys on the faculty may help to locate
potentiaily critical areas. '

However, there are many other more elaborate studies possible. Gerald
Whitlock of the University of Tennessee is currently experimenting with a
teacher rating sheet which allows a student to grade the professor on an "A
to F'" scale and to respond to a series of 43 questions. He is now in the process
of comparing each response checked with the "A'to F'" scale. Whitlock reports:
that a. common denominator of "F' teachers is the response checked by students
indicating that the teacher appeared unprepared. ‘Whitlock is still at work on
his survey. Galen Drewry, one of the discussion leaders in-this Forum, has
also attempted to evaluate teaching effectiveness as havz many others. 9 Much
work remains to be done in teaching evaluation.

In the University of Tennessee we have not tried to evaluate faculty re-
search other than by counting output of published articles and books, a highly
inadequate but widely used approach. If we evaluated research on the basis of
publication in only the 'leading' journals of a given academic field or on the
number of times an article is cited by:other authors, some interesting rneas- -
ures of research output might occur. Administration and fellow fagulty
members would probably welcome assistance in measuring researc¢h
competency. .

9 For example, éée ‘N. L.v Gage; ed., *Hé'ﬁ&book.of Resear,,ch ‘dn Teaching (Rand
1"t;‘\Tally and Co. , Chicago (c. 1963), Chapter VI, et passim. S LT
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Another field which might prove useful in evaluation. of faculties is the
measurement of public service functions or contributions in general to the
university or college, community, Or society. In addition, we often believe,
based on Soine process of rating, that certain personnel fail to fill their posi-
tions adequately while others overflow their area; the result is a:change in the
organizational chart. Perhaps one of the discussion groups will come up with
some ideas on the prediction of such behavior or measures of the effects of it
on the institution. ‘

~ In zonclusion, one point cannot be overstressed concerning evaluative
surveys. Unless policies and procedures are reduced to questions (or hypo-
theses) about which answers can be obtained, and unless the data collected _
are meaningful to the person who wants or needs the survey, evaluative studies 3
are without value. Finally, I suggest that the work of the office of institutional
research is itself a subject for evaluative study and that it is necessary to give
attention to such a topic before a successor undertakes the job for you. ‘
Without doubt there are many types of evaluative surveys~-good luck with
yours! '
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PART V

THE ROLE OF INSTITUTIONAL RESEARCH
iN THE ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESS

Preseunied by

James I, Dol

Director of Institutional Research znd
Professor of Higher Education

New York Univaorsity
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James 1. Dol
New York University

My assignment for tonight, as described by our conference chairman, is
"to more or less sum up or synthesize what has been described in the previous
sessions, coming up with the speaker's own point of view''--in short, to present
what sort of conceptual framework for institutional research has besen
"hammered out. "'

In pursuit of this mission, I have dutifully attended the general panel
discussions, as have most of you, and listened with an open ear, a closed
mouth, and hepefully a resonably unprejudiced mind. I must confess that with
each testimonial of individual sxperience, preference, and point of view, 1
found itincreasingly difficult to hold to an unprejudiced mind. Yetl think I
made a valiant effort, for this morning I awoke unnerved and somewhat
confused.

So it is with a feeling of uncertainty that I stand before you to present.
for your consideration a frame of reference for interpreting and, to some
extent, for synthesizing the points of view, the concerns and issues expressed
by the various speakers. I shall briefly sketch the major elements of this
frame .of reference, then proceed to the summarization and synthesis of that
which I believe has been '"hammered out, ' and finally indulge in the expression
of a few of my own prejudices and obsexrvations regarding institutional research.

My frame of reference consists of the following which I shall state in the
form of propositions:

Proposition 1: That there has occurred an evolution of institutions of
higher education from small organizations which were relatively simple in
structure and function, characterized by student bodies and faculties small
encugh to permit a high degree of interpersonal communication (that is,. small
enough to maintain a unified campus culturz), and operating in a social order
which made relatively few and simple demunds on them, to large-scale, com-
plex organizations which are striving to perform a multiplicity of functions,
characterized by large student bodies and faculty populations, and operating in
a social order that pushes and pulls them, imposes on and, at times, coerces
them in manifold ways. In the course ‘of this evolution.. from small to.large
organizations, institutions have come to resemble the .classic ‘bureaucracy-in
structure and mode of operation. (Having used the term ''‘bureaucracy, '’ let
me hasten to say that I use it in a neutral sense--simply as a term used by
sociologists to describe a formal organization characterized by clear~cut
division of labor, a system of differential controls and sanctions stated in the
form of rules and regulations, the assignment of role: to office-holders based
on technical qualifications, impersonal orientation of contacts between officials
and clients, and a structure oi hierarchically arranged authority. The chief
merit of such an organization, at least as Weber saw it, is technical efficiency.

k]

Propositiorn 2: That there is occurring in American higher education a
change in the style of administration from the non-scientific to the scientific,
the latter being characterized by the extensive use of knowledge as a basis for
decision-making. (Gordon Tyndall, in his provocative paper, spoke on this
phenornenon, so‘I shall not dwell on it further.’) ‘
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Proposition 3: That the prcduction of this knowledge, institutional re-
search, has in many colleges and universities evolved from a form of organi-
zational behavior characterized by sporadic studies and collections of data to
a form of behavior characterized ks coordinated and systematic review of
research needed for institutional improvement and by the recognition of this
process as a continuous, day-to-day function.

Proposition 4: That in manyv colleges and universitiss institutional re-
search, which for years was performed sporadically by administrators,
facultv members, and ad hoc study commitieces, has become a function of
specialists-~-persons who are trained in research techniques applicable to
studies of institutional operations and who by virtue of their expertise are
appointed to and accorded a distinctive place in the organizaticnal hierarchy.

Froposition 5: That these specialists, collectively, are becoming a
distinct professional grou,» consisting of persons with a colleagial sense of
identity with otliers engags<d in the: performance of comparable services and who
share with one another concerns over the identification and development of a
specific body of expert knowledge, guide-lines for profes sional conduct, etc.
(This conference itself iz symbolic of the recent emergence of a rather sub-
stantial body of specialists who talk and worry like professionals. )

Before attempting to use these five propositions as a frame of reference
for integrating and synthesizirg the various points of view and concerns ex-
pressed in this conference, I would like to take a moment to comment on the
significzuce of the crder of these five propositions and my choice of certain
terms. ILet me restate briefly the five propositions: 1) the evelution of insti-
tutionz of higher education from small, relatively simple organizations to
large-scale, complex organizations essentially bureaucratic in structure and
mode of operation; 2) the emergence of a new style of administration, which
for lack of intellectual energy to search for a better term, 1 have described
as scientific; 3) the evolution of institutional research as a form of organiza-
tior . behavior characterized by sporadic studies and collections of data to
that caaracterired by coordinated and systematic conduct of studies needed for
institutional improvement; 4) the emergence of institutional research special-
ists; and 5) the professionalization of these men. :

The order of these propositions is intended to suggest that each succeed-
ing development is.a consequence of the preceding development. The emer- -~
gence of the IR specialist as' a professional and as an office holder in the organi-
zational hierarchy was dependent on the change in the nature of IR as a form
of organization behavior. For this change to have occurred there had to take
place a change in the style of administration. The evolution of this new style
of administration is not only compatible with but a logical consequence oi the
evolution of institutions 6f higher education, especially the universities and

1-.rge colleges, from small, relatively simple organizations to the large and
complex. ' '

There are two terms crucial to this frame of reference--''evolution'’ and
"bureaucracy. ' My use of the term ''evolution® may best be understood by my
avoidance of the term ''progress.'' Both connote change. But progress also
connotes movement toward some ideal objective-=an'objective that is defined
by a particular set of values. One may speak of evolution, however.(i. e., -
change from the simple to the complex)without imputing value judgments.

Q
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I do not necessarily regard as progress the fact that today the dominant

form of institution of higher education in the United States is the large, complex .

university or that a small institution in becoming large exhibits the characteris-
tics of a bureaucracy. Nor do I take pleasure in suggesting that in order to
appreciate fully the points of view, concerns, and issues expressed in this
conference, we look upon ourselves as specialists operating in the context of
bureaucratic organizations. Butl believe I am speaking of facts of life--reali-
ties that have been amply reflected in the statements made by the variocus
speakers. '

Let me now proceed with the interpretation of what I believe I heard in
the context of the frame of reference that I have just described. '

The various speakers were in complete accord on institutional research
as a staff, and not a line function. They were also agreed that institutional
research should engage in the evaluation of policy. Since evaluation as a pro-
cess generally involves studies and research, the speakers appeared confident
of the role of IR in performing this function. There were also consensus on
the role of IR in the formulation and irmplementationsof policy--specifically that
it does not, rather should not, directly formulate or implement policy. The
role of IR is apparently to engage in various studies and analyses designed to

produce information that will assist line officers and policy-makers in the
'~ execution of their tasks.

Given such a high degree of consensus on the role of IR in the formulation,
implementation, and evaluation of policy, it would seem that we have indeed
hammered out important guidelines and can iGmorrow return home and perform
our role with great confidence. Yet the climmate of this conference does not
strike me as one of confidence. I am tempted to suggest as an appropriate
title for the proceedings of this conference the following: ""The Proceedings of
an Emerging Profession--Nervous of Its Status, Uncertain of Its Role, and at
Variance on Style of Operation. "

Specifically, I refer to the fact that while the conference topics suggested
discussions of the generalized fole of IR, much of what was said dealt with
questions of the status of the director of IR in the institutional hierarchy, his
role, and the style of operation. ' :

In regard to status, several of the speakers stressed the importance of
reporting to a line officer at the top of the administrative hierarchy--the
president himself. Others seemn content to report to the vice president for
_academic affairs or the provost. But these are only two of many places in the
hierarchy where IR men (and women) are located. Furthermore, the titles
vary--director, coordinator, administrative assistant, assistant to the -
president, dean, assistant provost, etc.

In regard to role, what the IR director does in his relationship with
others, it is obvious that one must look beyond general descriptions of functions
such as '"'to perform studies, " and '"to assist. '' Some IR men take the point of
view that like Sergeart Friday of that once-popular TV show "Dragnet, ' they
search for and report only the facts. - Judgment is for the "judge and jury,
ma'm. " Others like Sam Baskin of Antioch College take a more aggressive
role. They regard themselves as active 'agents for°change. ' They not only
gather facts, but they also influence, persuade, cajole, and perhaps at times
find themselves threatening. And §till others seem able to perform the role
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court Rasputin. I once heard it said of a director of IR that his president
1t make a decision -about the university without first consulting him.

One also finds that in some institutions the office of institutional research
rimarily project-oriented--that is engaged only in-studies that are requested
t by other offices and committees. It is not unusual for such an office of
itutional research to limit itself to a rather narrow range of studies--for
mple, the collection of data relating only to class size and teaching loads
he analyses of enrollments and student characteristics. In other instances,
office of institutional research stresses the institution-wide coordination of
rnal studies and the identification of areas that require study. Such an
ce also undertakes studies on its own, but, generally speakiag, attempts to
it them to types which can best he done by a central agency rather than by
operating units.

How can one account for these variztions in status, role, and orientation?

The single, most important factor underlying these variations, I believe,
he degree to which an institution is committed to the new style of adminis-
tion. This new style, as previously stated, is characterized by reliance on
wledge as a basis for decision-making. Where there is a high degree of
nmitment to the new style of administration, there will generally be found
r or at the upper stratum of tle administrative hierarchy, in one form or
ther, an office of institutional research which both coordinates and directly
ages in IR projects. Where there is a low degree of commitment, there
1 be found an office of institutional research, or something approximating it,
t is project-oriénted and that has little or no responsibility for coordination
] continuous review of needed research. :

While each of us has his pet views on specific administrative arrange-
nts--that is, whether the IR director should report to the president or to a :
e president, or whether he should be called dean, director, or coordinator-- !
importance attached to IR as an organizational function is related to the
le of administration. This relationship suggests that the use made of an
ice of IR can be expected to vary with changes in key -administrative officers.

e cannot assume that all men who gravitate to presidencies and vice presi-

cies know how to use an office of IR or want to rely on its services. There :

> still men who, as key administrators, believe in attaining institutional !

ectives by means of dead rackoning, who attempt to pilot the ship with the |

ring and courage of old-time aviators. The future of institutional research 1

s with the increasing number of administrators and faculty groups who look :

»n a modern institution of higher education as a complex, fast-moving ship i

ing in congested airlanes. ' ’
?
$
|

3efore leaving the subject of things discussed in this conference, I should
remiss if I were not to attend to the question of whe' an office of IR show:d
administration-oriented, faculty-oriented, or studenc-oriented. Generally
eaking, institutional research as an organizationalfunction has been and
ntinues to be administration-oriented. But here again, I return to what is
plicit in my frame of reference--namely, that total institutional commitment
the part of both faculty and administration to the use of knowledge as the
sis for decision-making ha.s-»_ye't.tofevolve. As has been often observed,
-ulties are basically conservative on matters pertaining to institutional
ange. An office of IR is perceived by many faculty members as another
necessary appendage to the administrative bureaucracy. Moreover, the use
.t IR so often makes of data processing equipment and.procedures tends to . 1
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reinforce faculty fears that it may be just another development contributing
to depersonalization. :

Thus far, I have spoken of IR particularly in terms of manifest functions,

that which we believe and say to be its role in institutional decision-making.
I have tended to impute to these manifest functions positive values. The co-
ordination and conduct of studies, the jdentification ox areas for study, the
instigation of changes, and various forms of assistance rendered to adminis-
trative officers, faculty, and student groups are things we say we should do in
the belief that they contribute to organizational efficiency. Now let me turn

.. to the question of malfunctions--things that might happen to reduce the effec=
tiveness of the office of IR. I shall limit my comments to those things which
are directly controllable by the director of institutional research.

The first that comes to mind is the IR man who starts as a specialist in
the design and execution of a limited range of studies and continues to be
merely just that, usually by failing to extend his competency in research
techniques and his comprehension of colleges and universities. This, more
than any other single factor, can lead to his becoming a mere bureaucratic
appendate. Not infrequently an institution will appeint as IR director an indi- .
vidual with competency in certain kinds of studies that are of immediate inter-
est to it--for example, budget analysis and cost studies, or enrollment pro-
jections and student characteristics, or curriculum analysis and educational
experimentation. Within a two- or three-year period, studies of a given type
should become a matter of routice and the institution reasonably well inforrned
of the situations encompassed by them. Other problems in other areas re-
quiring analysis may then come to the forefront. The director of IR should be
able to provide the knowledge and leadership in the study of such other problems;
if not, the administration will.have no other recourse but to regard the office
of IR as a repository of more or less routine, perhaps even unimportant,
studies. By knowledge and leadership, I do. not mean that the IR director -
should seek to become an expert in every type of institutional studies. While
the attempt to become such a'complete expert is admirable, I doubt that achieve-
ment is possible. As a minimum, however, he should acquire knowledge of the
kinds of studies developed by others engaged in research on higher education
and of their relevance and applicability to the problems faced by his institution,
so that he can, through staff appointments, by appeal to faculty members inter-
ested in participating in various types of institutional research, and through
judicicus use of consulting experts, get the job done.. '

A second way in which an IR office may malfunction is for its director to
use information gained from the studies as an instrument for extending personal
control over administrative areas or for solidifying his status in the adminis-
trative hierarchy. He must undertake studies, but of equal importance is that
he disseminate the findings to appropriate persons within the institution. His
function is not to spring surprise information parties at the conference table,
or to be so secretive aboui his work that his administrative colleagues begin to
feel that he knows something about their operations that they doa't know. With-
in four or five years in a given institution, a director of IR is likely to have at
his command a wealth of data about practically all aspects of the place. If there
occur during that period changes in administrative! posts, he should be available
to play an important role in familiarizing incoming officers with the institution. -
The director of IR, above all others, should resist any temptation to put a.new
man in his place by displaying, at the conference table, uncommon knowledge
about the latter's domain.
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Another form of malfunction, one which has been frequently cited in this
conference, is for the director of IR to attempt to implement policy while still
assigned to IR. There are two common manifestations of this. One is the IR
directer who forgets that his role is staff and not line and attempts to take over
the line officer's area. This requires no further comment. The other, which
is surprisingly common, is the man who wears two hats--one line and the other
staff--for example, the man with the title '"assistant provost and director of
institutional research.' I myself once committed this sin, and while there may
be persons sufficiently adroit to balance both hats, ] must confess that in the
time I attempted the feat, institutional research suffered. Here I am referring,
of course, not to the IR director whose status has been enhanced by an addi-
tional title, but to the person who has been assigned critical line functions (i. e.,
decisions regarding promotions, appointments, fund distribution, etc.) in
addition to the staif functions of IR. Quite aside from the difficulties of attempt~
ing two jobs, which are readily imaginable, the objectivity of the IR efforts is
likely to come under attack. Is the man manipulating the data so as to make
his decisions look right? Is he using the office of IR to study primarily those
topics which are of immediate concern to him in his line capacity, ignoring the
informational needs of other officers?

Another form of malfunctioning occurs when a director of institutional
research gives in to the urge to undertake a project that interests him mightily
but which, at the same time, is likely to be disruptive of institutional morale
or to aggravate an already unhappy situation of institutional anxiety. An insti-
tution, during any given period, is willing to subject itself to certain kinds of
studies but not to others. A director of IR must be able to sense these organi-
zational moods, speedily to put a halt to a proposed study, and just as readily
prepare for another on his agenda of ''things to get done' which is more toler-
able to the institution. For example, the faculty morale study which John Dale
Russell undertook several years at New York University could have been
attempted at the University of Colorado in 1960 but not in 1963. A question-
naire asking faculty members to report annual income from consulting and
similar extracurricular professional activities might be tolerated by the faculty
of one university, but in another it would create a major furor. The function
of IR is not to rock the boat, but to enable the steersman to set a wise course;
if the search for navigational data might result in rocking the boat, the
steersman should be so advised.

That the director of IR and his staff should assiduously observe the confi-
dential nature of certain kinds of data and record to which they may have access
goes almost without saying. Closely related to the breach of confidentiality is
the publicaticn of a study, the contents of which may be such as to cause
embarrassment to the institution. Just as some institutions are able to tolerate
certain kinds of stuadies which others are not, some institutions are better able
than others to withstand having their ''guts'' revealed to the public. While .
Johnny Morris was Director of Institutional Research at the University of
Mississippi, he used to say.that the most interesting studies seldom see the
light of day; they are usually discussed within the confines of the conference
room, the findings acted upon but not widely disseminated. The post of
director of IR requires the exercise of restraint of the urge to publish. One
of the values of professional meetings of this kind is that it gives us a chance
to exchange notes on the techniques and findings of our unpublishable studies,
on a more less-confidential basis.

These observations on malfunctions, the:five cited by no means being the
Elillcr ones, are sufficient, I hope, to suggest that an office of institutional
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research is not an untarnishable creation. It is capable of malfunctioning, and

the examples which I have noted are those which are directly controllable by an
IR staff.

In the final section of this somewhat extemporaneous commentary, I
would like to make a few observations on the development of an association of
professional IR workers.

Institutional research has been characterized by great vitality in recent
years. This vitality is manifested in the growing body of IR literature, a very
substantial increase in the number of IR workers, and widespread recognition
among college and university administrators of the need for and value of
institutional research.

This afternoon we took an important step toward professionalization--the
appointment of a constitution committee for the proposed association of IR
workers. That such an association would one day come into being was predict-
able a few years ago. I see no point in attempting to res ist it, as I did a year
ago. I do urge, however, that the proposed association in its constitution and
by-laws avoid restricting membership by a rigorous set of qualifications
defining who is or who is nota professional IR worker. The current vitality of
institutional research, I believe, stems in no small part from the very lack of
an established norm of who is or who is not an IR man. Persons participating
in this and previous forums represent many disciplines--economics, the be-
havioral sciences, business management, the natural sciences and mathematics,
education, etc. Their titles vary; they come from colleges and universities,
from governmental agencies, and state and regional coordinating agencies.
This diversity may irritate some of us, and it probably contributes to the air
of uncertainty as to what institutional research is, can be, and should be. Yet,
I believe we should treasure this diversity and retain it in the proposed
association so that we may continue to reap the contribution it makes to the
vitality of institutional research as a force for improvement of our colleges
and universities.
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G. Truman Hunter
International Business Machines

The Modern Information Explcsion

University and college officers have the increasingly difficult task of
controlling their expanding institutions. This is because the educational insti-
tution, like most other organizations, is feeling the effects of the information
explosion--the creation of more and more information about more and more
things. Students are seeking information that is constantly changing to keep
up with the technical and social changes in our rapidly developing civilization.
The ability to use information of all kinds with great efficiency and flexibility
is central to controlling educational institutions under these circumstances.

To cope with their new problems, the university and college officers
need new concepts of information processing. These new concepts require
advanced data processing techniques, advanced analytical tools, and new
organizational structures. One new concept of university and college adminis-~
tration which has promise of being a significant help is the IBM University and
College Information System (UCIS)--a framework which each institution can

modify to create a management control system which will help those in charge
solve today's problems and plan for tomorrow's needs.

The IBM University and College Information System evolved from a total
approach to the informational needs of all elernents of the insitution. There-
fore, the system requires the support and coordination of top-level officers.
These officers will be rewarded for their efforts by having at their fingertips
better information for decision-making than would be poss le through any
lesser system.

The Scope of the University and College Information Syste

The IBM University and College Information System -elates to all ele-
ments of the university and college administration and is ivided into three
major areas: Student records, financial administration, .nd planning and
development. '

1. Student Records

This area deals with applicants, students, and alumni. The ultimate
student record system would begin when a student first enters elementary
school and end with his decease. Some educators have called this a ''cradle to
the grave' approach. Short of this idea an individual institution can organize
its own systermn of student information into a total approach.

The concept of UCIS is to establish an individual master record for each
student, in electronic form, as a result of the admissions process. This rec-
ord will be added to and drawn from by the other functions of testing and coun-
seling, registration and recording, student services, and alumni records. In
addition to serving all parts of the student record system, the student master
record will provide current and complete information for the benefit of such
financial operations as student loan accounting and all the student data needs of
planning and development.
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2. Financial Administrztion

This area deals with personnel, material, facilities, and funds. In re-
cent years, industrial orgzanizations which have similar problems in these
areas have developed a number of new management techrniques. The UcCiIs
goal is to apply these new ideas to the similar problems of educational insti-
tutions. There are two general types of operaticn in financial administration:
accounting and control.

Accounting operations have definite deadlines and widespread external
demand, and deal with dollars and budgets. Functions which have accounting
as a primary concern are student accounting, payroll, personnel management,
ircome accounting, and general accounting. The concept of UCIS is to establish
a single master account record in electronic form that is used to serve all
departments of the institution. This master record would consolidate all
accounts, including budgetary and cost control accounts.

Control operations primarily have internal demand. Control deals with
units and rates. Functions which have control as a primary concern are pur-
chasing and material management, plant and equipment management, and
investment management. The concept of UCIS is to establish control records
wherever the master student and master account records prove incapable of
supplying the needed information. For example, inventory control information
should be in item number sequence, while the inventory account record should
be in a sequence relating to department and fund numbers.

As physical plants expand to meet enrollment increases, new types of
facilities are developed to serve new needs. As financing gets more compli-
cated, the administrator increasingly will need to use better control techniques
in the area of financial administration.

3. Planning and Development

The newest of the three UCIS areas, planning and development, deals
with studying the institution's problems, planning for the future, and developing
ways to finance the plans. These functions are becoming the most critical in
all of administration. . The degree to which they are interrelated and built upon
the two operating areas, student records and financial administration, will
determine the effectiveness of this area.

Institutional studies or research have become vital to the determination
of costs of instruction, allocation of faculty effort, allocation of space and other
resources, estimation of enrollments, and other facts about the institution's
past, present, and likely future. For state-supported institutions the growth
of the planning and development area was initiated by legislative requests.
However, mounting cperating and construction costs, longer material and
building lead times, and expanding sources of funds make it apparent that all
universities and colleges need an effective planning and development activity
for their own internal control.

Planning involves projecting the resource needs of the institution into the
near and intermediate future. The short-range plans will shape and justify the
next budget. The intermediate plans may affect the entire nature of the insti-
tution. Such basic and important activity must be directed with the aid of the
best possible information; this means not only the collection and display of a
O je array of facts, but also the analysis of these facts as they relate to the
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future. Perhaps one of the most powerful single uses of the computer is its
ability to simulate human situations and predict the future. Simulation means
the ability to approximate the effects of various alternative courses of action
without the cost of actually taking any of these actions. It has been applied to
aircraft and missile design for years. It is now receiving widespread interest
in industry and has great potential for education.

Development of funds is an activity that must be given meaning by the
personal efforts of the chief executive. It is becoming more important to
augment the chief executive's skill and intuition with more exhaustive analyses
of the needs for funds. This function is that of translating the adopted plans
and their costs into income sources. As the income sources prove to be
greater or lesser than estimated and as the nature of the educational
environment changes, plans may need to be changed.

4. Central to the above three is a modern data processing installation
which is used for processing all the information. The electronic data process-
ing system has, perhaps, its greatest payoff in the olanning and development
area. It offers two major capabilities: (1) the ability to process large bodies
of information, and (2) the ability logically to analyze this information as an
extension of man's thinking processes.

The University and College Information System brings the officer inio
contact with all pertinent activities of the on-going enterprise as these activities
occur. The officer gets a picture of the exceptional situation that needs his
immediate attention. He can ask for rearrangements of the same information
and get them promptly. He can expect new kinds of information brought about
by newly interrelated records from all over the campus. He can have a
laboratory for experimentation before committing himself to costly programs.

Let me make a few general data processing comments, and then see how
they affect the UCIS concept and ultimately people in institutional research.

1. Raw data in file folders in file cabinets is es sentially useless for
research purposec.

2. If data is to be used only once, don't bother to put it into a form
suitable for machine processing. However, who can prejudge data
this way? Thus, only the exceptional data will not be changed for
machine processing.

3. For simple efficiency, data to be used more than once should be put
in a form for machine processing as early as possible, eliminating
the duplication of clerical effort.

4. Suitable forms for machine processing mean that information is re-
corded on IBM cards for punching or machine reading. Wherever
possible, a document should be used for machine re-entry. As an
example, type readers are in the laboratories today and will be
practical in the not-too-distant future for some applications.

5. Let me distinguish between clerical and management data processing
application by using as an example, listings versus analytical reports.

6. The number one function of an educational institution is to educate
students and faculty. More effort and attention should be directed
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toward education and the improvement of the educational process.
The use of data processing can assist in these efforts. With the
foregoing in mind, let me repeat the concept of UCIS showing how
each section ties into institutional research.

Student Personnel Administration

Each student is a complete person; therefore, his record should be a
cemplete record because many departments or activities will contribute infor-
mation to build up his cumulative student record. Likewise, many departments
will wish to have access to this record for whatever part they play in assisting
the student during his academic career. Some--the academic advisor, for
example--will want information about just one student. Others will want infor-
mation for many students for management analysis. This type of information
has usually been very sketchy and difficult to obtain.

Now is the time for the student personnel administration to take a com-
pletely new look at the information handling which has to be done. It should be
analyzed as one system in the light of the complete job swhich should be done,
utilizing modern data processing technology with all its capabilities.

Secondary school officials are now talking quite seriously about stand-
ardizing student records. Statewide education systems of junior colleges,
state colleges, and universities are seeing the need for and are developing
standardized infcrmation as students transfer from one institution to another.
The interest of national education agencies in consistent student data for
planning purposes is another reason why more and more educators are lookinug
at the processing of student records from a total system's basis.

A student's master record should be started in the admissions office.
The information should be put in punched card form at the earliest possikle
moment. The IBM data processing installation, even at this early time, can
perform many valuable functions, such as editing and calling attention .0 and
even writing a form letter for missing items needed to complete an application.

The information on applicants usually comes during a short time each
year causing high peakloads of clerical-type work. Data processing equipment
can help reduce time lags during such peak periods.

It is estimated that some 50 per cent to 90 per cent of the applications,
according to a set of rules, will be either clearly accepted or declined.
Machines can do this kind of preliminary screening, saving the difficult cases
for personal attention. Lists of acceptances and rejections can be printed
with the reasons for the action taken so that personnel can make a quick proof
check before official action is taken.

At the same time that individual applications are processed, the IBM
EDP system can produce daily or weekly statistics on applications which can
‘be compared against objectives to guide official action. For example, officials
may have specific objectives for the geographic spread of out-of-state or
foreign students, alumni vs. non-alumni relations, particular colleges or
curriculum enrollment maxima, per cent of men or women students, availa-
bility of scholarships or lpans, dormitory space, academic standing, and many
other items. Quick information about any or all of these will be of considerable
aid to officials making the decisions for admissions. Such information is a
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relatively simple machine by-product of the application process if the entire
application is put into the data processing system from the very beginning.

Quite a few schools are doing extensive analysis of applicant information.
They are able to give relative values to the same apparent grade level from
different schoois based on past pefformance of the students. From this and
other information they are then able to make fairly accurate predictions on
first-year academic performance of students.

Once an applicant is accepted, the IBM UCIS can automatically start him
on the next steps toward class registration, start the action chain for the
financial area inclading fees, loans and scholarships, start the procedure for
other services, such as board and room, medical and testing--all without
people having to duplicate information already in machine form.

Many colleges already use IBM ~omputers to do the actual student
schedyling function. Procedures are being improved to make the results of
such an operation as efficient as possible with respect to costs, facilities, and
faculty requirements.

Testing and counseling are important functions before and after admission
to college level work, and a thorough analysis of a test is an easy task for the
IBM system. The testing process should mean far more than just counting
right or wrong answers. The results can provide a great deal of information
about student performance, the value of test questions and the effectiveness of
the teaching process. This kind of information can be used to help the individ-

ual student improve himself. It can help the institution improve its educational
function.

As testing and analysis procedures are improved through the use of data
processing proc=dures, counseling procedures can become more effective in
guiding a student toward his educational objectives.

During the school year the IBM UCIS can greatly reduce the clerical work
in connection with grade reporting, and from that task, do several editing jobs.
It can uatomatically produce honor lists and call for assistance to help those in
academic difficulty. Editing can also check on individual progress toward
degree requirements, as early as the first day of classes, so as to prevent
embarrassment caused when an error is_found to late to allow a change which
would permit graduation as expected.

When the question of job placement comes up before graduation, good
records and counseling are important. The IBM UCIS can provide the complete
records to assist the counselor. Also, the system can provide lists of students
to match interests of employers and thus keep each person in contact with the
most suitable job opportunities.

After a student graduates, it is important to keep in touch with him as an
alumnus. From a long-range research basis, the correlation of school record
and later performance can help the institution evaluate and improve its educa-
tion and counseling operations. The institution may provide employment
service in later years, too, thus continuing its service %o alumni.

Many schools are counting more and more heavily on alumni for both
financial and influential support. Complete current alumni records in the IBM
UCIS can quickly provide lists in a variety of sequences, do gift analysis, and
help in many aspects of communication with alumni.
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Financial Administration

The area of financial administration is composed of functions dealing
with personnel, facilities, material, and funds. These functions, more than
others associated with education, closely resembls functions in commercial
enterprise and can benefit from the management tools and concepts developed
and already proven useful in industry.

Performance budgeting, internal operation costs, rates of use or rates
of change are the kinds of information which are useful for control purposes.
Ideally, control information would be available at any instant. Practically, a
compromise has to be reached so that the information does not cost more to
get than it is worth. Indeed, it should cost appreciably less than the value
placed on it by management.

The dernands of the financial administration can be met through the use
of the IBM.UCIS and its ability to accept, store, process, and display infor-
mation in almost any conceivable combination of ways. However, the demands
can be met only if the entire operation is planned as a complete coordinated
system, rather than as a collection of somewhat related functions. A few of
the typical sub-systems applications in the financial area are given in the
following paragraphs.

The use of a good manpower skilis inventory system can give management
a quick source of names of people who might fit any specific personnel assign-
ment. The ability of the IBM equipment to match job and personnel profiles
can produce quick action and allow better pers onnel operations, thus improving
morale. Since the payroll is probably the largest single expense item for the
institution, gcod personnel operations through effective information procedures
can be of considerable assistance in smooth operation of all facets of the
institution.

A purchasing operation with highly coordinated information about inven-
tory levels, minimum economic ordering quantities, accounts payable, receipts
and check writing can save money in material costs, inventory space, and
outside good will. All of the above operations can be a fast, highly automated
procedure. The analyses of vendor operations, inventories, and budget
expenditure relationships are additional benefits available from a well-planned
administrative system.

The maintenance of plant and equipment for an institution is probably the
largest non-academic department of most educational institutions. Good con-
trol of costs and job schedules is greatly facilitated through the use of infor-
mation available as part of the IBM UCIS. Preventive maintenance is facilita-
ted by the system, but even emergency repairs can be expedited by the
availability of fast, accurate information. This may be through simple
reference information, or extensive information retrieval of engineering
drawings, plans, and charts by machine procedures.

The control of one-time projects can be greatly facilitated by the use of
PERT and its critical path method operations. Here again the IBM equipment
and programs can provide much information in a minimum time and thus
expedite modern management control.

Routine scheduling of all equipment and facilities can be assisted through
he use of the IBM installation. Multiple inptut devices linked to the data
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processing center through communication lines can keep central files up to
date and prevent idle periods due to lack of current status information.

The funding of most educational institutions is now being done through a
complicated anc diverse combination of sources. The need for coordinating
all coniacts with these many sources requires more and more data handling
and analysis which can be expedited through the use of the IBM installation.
Adequate information can influence legislators or boards of trustees to see
more clearly needs or benefits of a program. Investment analysis can be per-
formed through the use of computer programs already available. Alumni
drives can be organized for more efficient coverage and return through the use

of well-mechanized record handling. Re search contracts reguire detailed

accounting and record keeping which can be facilitated through the use of the
IBM UCIS. The foregoing comments are only an indication of the manv reasons
why the financial administration needs a well thought out information handling
system and capable equipment in order to do its part in helping the educational
institution meet its objectives.

Plannirg and Development Administration

Of the three general categories of administrative work described in the
IBM UCIS, the planning and development area is the one most closely related
to the chief administrator of a college or university. The use of data process-
ing equipment can save some money and time in student and financial record-
keeping applications, but it has the potential for making by far the greatest
contribution in the planning area.

It is rather strange that computers have found extensive use in scientific
areas but that there has been almost no transfer of this knowledge and capability
to the area of administrative planning on the same campus.

Too often, planning is a ''made do" effort, handicapped by a lack of time,
clerical effort, and information. Decisions are made on assumptions, esti-
mates, and small samples which are often not very respresentative.

When the student and financial records are mechanized, all this infor-
mation is easily available as an inexpensive by-produce for use as input to the
planning operations. The kinds ol reports generally desired are not simple
lists from the past, but rather analyses showing trends, shifts, changes,
utilization of facilities, etc. With the aid of this type of information,

projections can be made as to what the most likely posc ibilities will be in the
future.

A whole new technique is now available to assist the administrator. It
is called simulation. I% depends on mathematics and may be greatly aided by
the use of a computer. Dr. Hendrix will have more to say about this, so my
remarks will he very sketchy.

Scientists and engineers have used simulation techniques for years.
Sornetimes this takes the form of physical models. such as scale models of an
airplane in a wind tunnel. At other times the simulation is completely mathe-
matical in the form of equations. An example of the latter is a simple account-~
ing procedure. ‘.ais simulates the flow of actual cash through a business but
does it in terms of numbers, rather than the actual bills or coins.

Statistics from the past can give values and illustrate trends for such
things as number of applicants, numberé‘;students, drop-out ratio, academic
s -
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fields of interest, academic abilities, class sizes, faculty-student ratio, in-out
of state student ratio, men-women ratio, cost per student per subject and level,
area per subject per class, material costs, and many other relationships.

If the administration assumes the trends will continue, it is relatively
simple to give quantitative values, for any desired time in the future, to such
questions as: how many students, teachers, dormitory spaces, and classrooms
are needed? What cost per student per course, what total costs, what
operating costs in a wide variety of categories, etc. ?

Most administrations cannot assume that the future will contine the same
as the past. They have to make assumptions that some rates will increase,
others will decrease. They have to assume certain ceilings will exist at
various times in such things as space, facilities, and finances. With a com-
puter they can make the calculations to show the consequences of various
decisions. The administration can virtually experiment with ail aspects of
operation which can be put into numez1ic form. Hundreds of combinations of
factors may be examined to determine their effects without committing or
risking any large outlays of money.

The IBM UCIS offers to the administiration valuable information from
which it can make well-informed decisions. Once a decision has been made,
statistics should be available ‘to keep a close check on the relation of the
actual results and the expected results so that action may be taken quickly
when anything deviates from the plan.

With the growth and changes in education coming as fast as they are,
planning must be done better, quicker, and farther into the future than ever
before. The IBM UCIS will pre+i '~ the facility to do this. Machines will allow
personal attention.

You people in institut.. search should support the ‘mproved system
concept of mechanizing student and financial record handling with modern data
processing technology--high volume processing and output capabilities. This
will provide you with both the informatisn you need for your own work and the
processing capability to do the research.
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Vernon L. Hendrix
University of California at Los Angeles

Introduction

The primary purpose of this document is to present a rationale for re-
search, administrative in nature, which permits analyses of the present and
proposed activities of the various components of a system. These analyses i
will then permit the identification of decision situations and of solutions to these
decisions which will maximize the over-all effectiveness of the educational
system. The term "educational system'' means any sufficiently autonomous
and discrete educational institution, organization, or unit. It could be a univer-
sity, a college, a junior college, a school district, a state school system, or
an individual high school. The phrase nadministrative research' is used to
refer to the over-ail process involved. More specifically, it means basic
concepts and rationale behind the procesces.

It will be apparent that these concepts have been borrowed from opera-
tions research as it has developed in business, industry, and the military but
have been altered and adjusted so that they are applicable to educational enter-
prises. Thus, the phrase "administrative research' is used to avoid confusion
with operations research.

Definition

Administrative research is broader in concept than what now is called
institutional research and may actually utilize institutional research (making
studies, gathering data, etc. ) as a basis for arriving at decisions.

Administrative research is a process which involves the continuing use
of a particular conceptual framework as a basis for arriving at decisions.
This framework consists of the application of scientific methods to the process
of defining objectives, assembling relevant data, and utilizing these in arriving
at decisions which affect the achievement of the objectives.

Characteristics

Before proceeding with a formal presentation of the concept of adminis-
trative research, one must list some of the characteristics of administrative
research. These can be either essential or nonessential. The essential
characteristics are as icllows:

1. Administrative research is concerned with the systems approach. It
seeks to find the best decision for the total institution cr operation.
This may involve an increased achievement of some objectives and--
upon occasion, in the interests of the total institution--a decreased
achievement of others.

5. Administrative research is interdisciplinary in nature and lends
jitself to a team approach. A team may consist entirely of staff
members from within an institution (particularly in a college, the
faculty of which includes rep];fgs;entatives of varied disciplines},
entirely of experts from outside the institution, or of members from
both within and without the institution. This organization permits,
even encourages, the paétgipation of faculty members from a wide
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number of disciplinary areas to become involved in studies of their
own institution, bringing to bear their own particular specialties on
the institution’s problems.

3. Administrative research aims to bring the most advanced available
procedures to bear on the process of arriving at effective decisions.
It aims to provide decision-makers with a scientific basis for arriving
at decisions which involve the interaction of components of the insti-
tution in the best interests of the institution as a whole. Usually,
models are devised to illustrate the interaction of factors affecting
the achievementiof objectives and the objectives themselves.

4. Any or all types of research (theoretical or applied, experimental or
survey, literary or statistical) may be used to provide relevant data
for the administrative research process.

Some nonessential. characteristics might be:

1. Administrative research is, if it is being used at all, a continuous,
as opposed to discontinuous or discrete, process. It involves the
repeated and continuing examination of relevant facts during the
process of study, and, hence, the frequent revision of objectives,
methods of study, and procedures for applying results to the making
of decisions. It is not a problem-solving device or a technique with
which to meet emergencies or 'put out fires, " although it would
probably assist with such administrative tasks. Accordingly, the
processes in administrative research cannot ordinarily be listed in
sequence.

2. The basic tasks in administrative research are, in general terms,
translating the problems of the decision-maker (in institution-wide
terms) into research problems, assembling relevant data, and
applying the findings to decisions.

3. Administrative research provides decision-makers with informat’
by which they may assess the extent to which the many di
objectives of the institution and its parts are achieved, anu wncw the
relative achievement of these objectives relate to the effectiveness
of the institution as a whole. Effectiveness is ultimately determined
on the basis of the relative value of the objectives and the extent to
which they are achieved.

Assumptions

Several assumptions are necessary if administrative research is to be
useful in educational systems. Some of these are as follows:

1. Only people have probléms; problems do not exist unless there are
people to be aware of them. In general, problems exist when some-
one wants something that he does not have, or feels that what he has
is somehow lacking. When someone feels that he has a problem,
and he is also required to find or develop a solution for the problem
(i. e., he must find the "something else'' or alleviate the ''lacking''),
he is usually called an administrator or decision-maker.

Q . 2. Another assumption which appears to be inherent in administrative
research is that pure, theoryzoriented research and split-second
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decision-making can be regarded as lying at opposite ends of a
continuum. At points in between these extremes would lie such
processes and procedures as institutional research, surveys,
gathering of data for administrative use, and such behaviors as
checking to see if a student whose last name is the same as the
govenor of the state is actually the governor's relative before
signing forms to have the student dismissed from the state univer-
sity for dormitory rowdiness.

Much of the literature and research in the area of decision-making emphasizes
administrative behavior. Typically, administrators are described as facing
situations, problems, or questions which need immediate solution. The proc-
ess, as studied, consists of the selection of alternatives based on knowledge
already held or readily obtainable about the situation. In some treatments of
the decision-making behavior of administrators, this process is represented
as a series of yes-no decisions (3:165-188). One general fault which character-
izes this concept is the atomistic view taken of the problem. Quite often, the
organization, system, and the environment of the institution are apparently
ignored. The simultaneous consideration of the total environment, with all of
its objectives, problems, and possible solutions, is seldom considered. In
fact, looking at the problem in this behavioristic manner one finds it extremely
difficult to view the total system.

At the other end of this continuum, we might food the traditional classical
view of research. This concept views research as originating from, contri-
buting to, helping to alter and/or to reorganize theories, which, stated in
general terms, attempt to explain for man his perception of his place in the
universe. For example, in relation to educational matters, researchers have
develcped and are constantly te sting certain theories which attempt to explain
learning. A typical attitude expressed by administrators regards such research
as useful and necessary, but not too 'practical' for making decisions.
Complexity, tentativeness of results, and other excuses are often used.

It is felt that administrative research might be able to coordinate and
organize the processes and procedures that stretch over this continuum, so
that the administrator and policy-makers can make more ex” i use of the
entire range of research activities for decision-making.

3. In the first assumption it was stated that only people have problems.
similarly, it may be assumed that objectives, and the relative
values of objectives, do not exist unless there are people to value
them. This assumption is indeed basic to all educational enterprises
and prohibits administrative research from being mechanistic or
dehumanizing. In fact decisions reached without this type of analysis
are probably more mechanistic, since they can't take into consider-
ation all the relevant values and elements in a situation.

4. Another assumption is that objectives must be stated in measurable
terms. This is again basic to all educational endeavors, but usually
does not characterize the objectives of the institutions as a whole.
Any catalog statement of institutional objectives bears mute evidence
to this fact, since in nearly all cases they are not measurable, and
in most cases are meaningless.
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Elmer West, speaking at the Forum on Institutional Research at the 1963
convention of the American Association of Junior Colleges, recognized this
problem. He states, referring particularly to junior colleges:

"Lets start with the 'why?' of the institution itself. This is not
necessarily a problem for institutional research, but it is pre-
liminary to institutional research and is a problem for adminis-
trative research. Unless the situation has clearly stated objec-
tives, it has no way of determining its progress toward those
objectives. Furthermore, those objectives must be stated with
clarity and conciseness, and with a reasonable relationship to
potential accomplishment, if they are to be researchable. A
community college cannot, for example, give as its purpose
'service to the community' without delimiting its service so as
to exclude fire and protection, street repair, transportation, and
other services to the community. The situation may resemble
that of the man who had learned numbers, but not how to read;
when he came to the sign post he could tell how far away he was,
but not what he was away from. The first step, then, is to ask
'why' and see that an answer is given in reasonable, objective
terms. Although this should precede institutional research as a
practical matter, it may, in some instances, be the first task of
institutional research.

"Activity and achievement are not synonymous; the latter pre-
supposes some point of departure and an objective. In the junior
college field objectives may not be less clearly stated or more
confused than in other components of higher education, but they
may appear to be because of the focus of attention on them today.
For this reason, there is perhaps even greater need to emphasize
the necessity for clear objectives as a basis for goal-directed
institutional research in the junior college.

"Once the aims are clearly established, the programs--offered
or needed--to accomplish the objectives may then be studied.
Education in this country seems to pride itself on its diversity.
But neither conformity nor diversity has virtures within itself,
and neither is, therefore, of value in itself. These, also, must
be related to the purposes of the institution if they are to have
meaning; thus, the characteristics of the institution as it is must
be studied in relation to its stated purposes in order to relate its
_effectiveness to its aims. How can the administration tell, for
example, anything about its needs for faculty unless it knows
what the institution plans to offer in the way of curricula and how
these curricula relate to institutional purposes? How does it
know about faculty qualifications unless it has studied them; and
how are changes in these known unless they have been the subject
of continuous study? An institution may, quite without design,
relate its purposes to the qualifications of its current {(and
possibly powerful) faculty rather than the other way around. It
is difficult to understand how complacency can exist in an educa-
tion institution, but sometimes it does because the institution
does not examine itself as carefully as it examines even its
lowliest applicant. "

ERIC e
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in a later comment, concerning objectives and programs for achieving
them, West says:

"Within the bounds of objective study and an expectation of rational
analysis and application, institutional research can make substan-
tial contributions in the area of policy making, of long-range plan-
ning, of evaluation, and of management. It becomes, in practice,
the systematic, continuous, organized, purposeful, evaluative
stuc~r of the institution itself. "

The Processes of Administrative Research

Administrative research consists of two major processes, each of which
can be broken down into several subprocesses. (See outline. ) The first con-
sists of analysis of the decision situation. The components of a decision situa~-
tion consist of the (1) decision-makers, (2) the objectives, (3) the system or
environment in which decisions are made and operations carried on, and (4)
the factors and alternatives which are available. It is therefore clear, as
viewed by simple administrative research techniques, thata decision is seldom,
if ever, the simple matter of selecting or not selecting a course of action. :
Indeed, this would be an oversimplification of the entire procedure.

The second major process consists of the definition of function and the
construction of models to represent the ir ractions of objectives and the
factors affecting them. The models are t:. 1 solved to yield the highest over-
all effectiveness for the system as a whole. Again, this process can be
further subdivided.

These processes are not discrete, nor are they necessarily sequential
or chronological. For example, in analyzing the decision situation, the con-
struction models will most likely be considered. Also, the types of studies
available in the process of defining functions and constructing models would
in some ways determine the analysis of the decision situation and the establish-
ment of controls over the functions and solution. Solving of models would be
considered while ccnstructing models to be sure that solution we»~ a-oilal e
for models being developed. While analyzing the decisicn situauion, an
administrator would most certainly consider putting solutions to work and
controlling them. He would want to be certain that the solutions were possible
and legal, etc.

Other examples might be given to illustrate the nondiscrete and non-
sequential nature of these processes. Any attempt to initiate administrative
research in an organization would begin with analysis of the decision situation,
but almost immediately the other processes would become involved.

Analysis of the Components of the Decision Situation

Administrative problems and resulting decision situations involve the
effectiveness of the organization as a whole and conflicts of the interest and/or
effectiveness of functional units within the organization. For example, private
colleges have multiple goals. Oversimplifying, two of these might be to meet
the needs of the students and meet the needs of the constituents. Often these
conflict. What balance between the two would maximize the over-all effective-
ness of the college? Within organizations conflicts of interest and/or effec-
tiveness also arise. For example, itis the purpose of teachers to teach and
counselors to counsel and guidg ‘students. How might time, energy, funds, etc.
be allocated so that the student is maxima%}lﬁ benefited?
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After identifying a problem or issue faced by a decision-maker, one must
translate the situation into a research problem which can be studied by scien- '
tific methods. This particular task is centrally important to the whole process
of administrative research, for, in a sense, it epitomizes the total concept,
requiring as it does the formulation cof objectives and procedures and the
projection of possible outcomes.

To understand this process one must first define the system or environ-
ment. The system or environment consists of the participant, those who are
affected by the courses of action, those for whom the objectives are specified,
and the decision-makers. It is often useful to think of this in terms of a
communication network. In a given educational system this might consist of
constituents, board members, administrators, faculty members, students,
employers, etc.

Analysis of the decision situation would actually depend on thorough
analysis of the communications and control network of the organization. Such
analysis would be needed to identify the components of the problem, to permit
the construction and solution of models, and to administer the testing of models
and the solution. Initially, this requires three general types of knowledge
about the communications network. First, the status of the network at the
present time must be established. Second, the control processes within the
network must be analyzed, generally as belonging to one of five categories.
Third, changes in the.network and control processes over a period of time
must be identified. One must identify the units or individuals within the
organization, specify the processes they perform, and indicate the direction
of input and output in relation to the other units and individuals in the organi-
zation. There are a variety of sociometric and psychometric methods as
well as less sophisticated techniques for the analysis of communications sys-
tems. It must be remembered that the term '""commeinications system!'' does
not refer only to the flow of information.

There are a variety of conirol pirv.c¢sses which can be schematically and
mathematically represented ior purposes of analysis. In general they mav be
classified into five categories.

Transformation processes receive input and produce output. These -m~y
vary from simpl=s conduction or transmission to various transformations I ne
input before it b=comes output. A clerk opening mail would be represent=tive
of this process.

Sorting prccesses or systems are characterized by at least two output
channels. Input from one or more sources is sorted, recognized, analyzeg.
and discharged into the two or more output channels. A clerk sorting maitl
would be representative of this process.

First order feedback mechanisms compare output to input or pre-
established standa=ds. Basically, such processes operate to maintain gozmis
that have been established. The incumbering of accounts, as the result af
orders placed, would be representative of first order feedback. The purpose
of this process, of caurse, would be to prevent orders from exceeding
budgetary limitations.

Memory units within systems or networks permit second order feedaback
and goal-changing behavior. The previous example might be expanded to

~illustrate this process. 1If orders are received which would exceed the ba:.ance
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available within budgetary categories, first order feedback would result in
rzjection of the order. If memory units are available, second order feedback
would then examine the memory to see if past experience indicates that funds
within the given budgetary category are soon to be replenished. If this is
indicated, second order feedback might permit the processing of the order to
continue. An example might be overdrawn bank accounts.

Reflection permits taird order feedback, another ‘ype of goal-changing
behavior. In addition this permits the restructuring of memory, based on
current inputs to produce and to recognize new alternatives. Psychologically,
this would be called consciousness. Pursuing the previous example, reflection
processes might decide that the order in question should really be placed in
another budgetary category, that budget funds might be transferred from one
category'to another, that the order might be delayed, etc.

It now becomes necessary to identify decision-makers. Several qualities
identify decision-makers. They are usually responsible for recommending and
modifying policies. Their approval is required and is expressed before policies
can be .nodified, executed, or implemented. They must usually grant final
approval and often posses veto powers. They are responsible for the evaluation
of actions taken. There may be many decision-makers within an organization,
but for purposes of considering over-all effectiveness, it is conceptually per-
missible to think in terms of only one decision-maker. It is often convenient
to think of this person as a board of control, president, etc. Formal
organizational charts are usually of little or no help in identifying decision-
makers.

The identification of decision-makers is important, since they are the
ones with problems and objectives which can be valued and which must be
obt: ned or maintained. Operationally, they define the objectives, methods
for measuring the achievement of objectives, and specify the measurement of
the efficiency and effectiveness of alternatives when applied to objectives.
Similarly, they operationally define the alternatives or courses of action.

The objectives, in their raw form, must be refined, edited, and stated
in measurable form. Objectives which must be achieved in order for other
objectives to be achieved can be eliminated since they are really means to the
final objectives. Objectives which cannot be obtained, maintained, or effected
by available alternatives must be eliminated. Analysis will usually show that
many objectives, although stated in slightly different terms by different units
or decision-makers within the system, are actually identical and can thus be
combined. By these and other ways the objectives are reduced to manageable
and realistic form.

A measure of over-all effectiveness must be selected so that it can be
used to evaluate the extent to which the objectives are achieved. In business
and industry the achievement of such diverse objectives as maximizing profit,
increasing customer good will, and maintaining family control of the business
can all be measured in terms of money. This is always a problem, but there
are various methods available by which this can be done (3).

For example, in an educational institution one might have the following
three objectives: 1. to minimize expenditures, 2. to increase student
achievement, and 3. to maximize public support for education. It would be
possible to equate all of these objectives, for example, to dollars and cents.

It is not important what measure is selected, only that one measure is selected
for all objectives so that their welative value can be established.

' Wy
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Some may think that it is impossible to do this. The fact is that it is
done all the time. Every time budget decisions are made, educational gains
are being weighed against dollars. The public does this every time it votes
on bond or tax issues. When administrators drop or add classes or make
other curriculum changes, they are weighing dollars, educational gains, and
morale values on the same scale. The problem here is not can it be done, but
how accurately can we measure what is being done.

. The weighting of objectives is of primary importance and is related to
the establishment of an over-all effectiveness measure. It involves the esti-
mation of the relative value of the various objectives. It is accomplished by
answering such questions as these: Hcw many dollars is a given rise in
achievement measures worth? Is student achievement twice as important as
public regard or of equal importance? There are sufficiently reliable and
valid techniques for answering these questions.

Many factors in a situation might affect the achievement of objectives.
In general these are uncontrolled factors such as in-migration, enrollment
increases, changes in tax values or other sources of monetary support, or
they are alternatives (controllable factors) or courses of action which decision-
makers can manipulate or select, such as salary schedules, curriculum, and
class schedules.

There must be at least two factors (alternative courses of action or
uncctrollable factors) in order for a problem to exist. Alternatives can be
reg. .. d as changes in the system. These might be changes in personnel,
such as reducing, augmenting, changing the nature of training, and qualifi-
cations. Alternatives might also consist of changes in operations, such as
small classes, large lecture sections, team teaching programmed instruction,
and individual study. Others might consist of changes in materials and/or
machines which in educational jargon would be defined by such things as student
characteristics, entrance requirements, selective admissions, and all types
of curriculum changes and emphases. Other alternatives might involve
changes in the actual environment, such as small institutions versus large
institutions, building design, and teaching materials and equipment. These
alternatives would b refined and edited in much the same way as the objectives.

Construction and Solutiot. of Models

A variety of studies and processes would be 1equired to construct and
solve models which represented relationships among factors and objectives.
Many of these studies would resemble those now found in the category of re-
search known as institutional research. Predictive and follow-up studies
would be especially relevant, as would findings of pure research.

The construction and solution of models involves the defining and testing
of an efficiency function. An efficiency function would indicate the extent to
which a given alternative or uncontrollable factor affects the achievement of a
given objective. Therefore, for each alternative or uncontrollable factor
there would need to be an efficiency function for each objective.

After a set of relationships has been determined, control procedures
must be developed and established to check on them constantly. If the relative
importance of objectives changes, or if the efficiency function between an
alternative and an objective changes, the decision-maker must become aware
Q
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of this, to avoid making decisions based on incorrect data or models. These
are, in general, che usual administrative on-going data, information-storing,
and analyzing processes of any institution.

Models are useful in many lines of endeavor. Basically, there are three
broad types of models. 1. Iconic models are models which "look like'' that
which they represent. Small scale models of machines and vehicles would be
sconic models. These are least useful from the standpoint of systematic and
scientific analysis of systems. 2. Analogue models are somewhat more use-
ful, but still do not lend themselves to rigorous analysis. Analogue models
usually represent reality through analogous materials. For example, colors
on a rnap may be used to represent topographic features of a given area.

Length measurements on a slide rule represent mathematical relationships.

In some varieties of research elecirical currents and pulses represent the flow
of pressure and water within canal systems, etc. 3. Symbolic models are
most useful for rigorous analysis. In such models elements of reality are
represented through mathematical processes. For e mple, the relationships
among speed, distance, ard time may be represented by arithmetical formulas.
Calculus permits the derivation of formulas to represent the acceleration of a
falling body.

Basically, there are five categories of symbolic models that have gener-
ally been shown to be useful. The variety of possible models within each of
these categories is probably infinite. The usual linear and multivariate
statistical models are also available.

Inventory models, in classical operations research, usually represent
problems associated with finding the optimum combination of time and amount
of ordering or otherwise procuring certain supplies. In such models the time
may be fixed and the quantity variable, the quantity fixed and the time variable,
or both may be variable. Numerous examples in educational institutions
immediately suggest themselves in this category. The procurement of text-
books and all sorts of supplies are obvious examples. The processing of
student admissions, as related to faculty procurement, might also be usefully
investigated through such techniques. Other processes, such as decisions to
issue bonds, construct buildings, and install equipment, might be appropriately.
managed through such models.

Allocation models generally relate to problems in which certain activities
must be accomplished to certain degrees with certain resources. The problem
is, usually, how should the resources be allocated to the activities so as to
maximize the over-all effectiveness? Other varieties of allocation models
involve the specification only of resources and not activities, or the '
specification only of activities and not resources.

In industry the question of allocating given machines or plants to the
production of given commodities is an example. The manipulation to trans-
portation systems is another variety. For example, how can a given number
of school buses, garaged at specific points in a district, be routed to pick up
and deliver students to their schools, minimizing such things as cost and
student time enroute. Other problems which might be profitably investigated
by such techniques would be the assignment of faculty members to various
activities, the allocation of various curriculr programs among schools in given
geographic areas, Or the allocation of rooms and facilities within a given
institution to certain activities, so as to minimize such things as room usage.
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Waiting line. models in business and industry might iliustrate super-
market check-out stands, tool supply rooms, and vehicles and passengers
arriving at transportation terminals. In general the problem takes two forms.
The arrival of certain units, with certain characteristics and needs, is known
(although there is usually a random prozess in operation), and facilities to
meet these nesds must be determined; or the facilities are fixed and the problem
is to determine the proper scheduling and distribution of the arriving units.
Many elements of concern to educational institutions would appear to be
relevantly associated with these models. Attempts to answer questions such
as how many students and what kind of students may we expect next year, Or
five years from now, might be profitably investigated with such models. Or,
given knowledge of the number and nature of future student bodies, how might
we best alter facilities and faculty within the given time period to meet this
anticipated need?

Replacement and maintenance models in industrial and business opera-
tions research take two general forms. One form is concerned with the
replacement of items which are subject to sudden failure. A relevant example
would be if a particular part of a machine has a failure pattern, how might the
probable cost of '"down'' time be related to the cost of maintaining spare parts,
so as to maximize the efficiency of the operation? The other form regards the
deterioration of items. For example, the quality of products from certain
types of machinery declines as the age of the machinery and its use increase.
What is the ontimum time to replace nr repair the machinery, to maximize
profits, while considering the cost of ''down' time, the cost of rejecting
completed goods, etc. The problem of teacher turnover, dismissals, illnesses,
substitution, and sabbaticals might be fruitfully investigated through such
techniques. For example, how many faculty members will leave the institution
during the summer months ? Shkould these anticipated shortages be met by
hiring surplus faculty members or by maintaining a staff of stubstitutes? What
is the cost of hiring additional instructors and substitutes as opposed to the
cost of teacher overloads, crowded classes, and double sessions?

Competitive models take two general forms. One, which might be called
games, is involved with the identification of optimum strategies or courses of
action, given certain rules and probable opponent or competitor actions.

Given that the opponent has courses of action L, M, and N available to him,
each with certain probabilities, what is the best course of action? These
models are of immediate use in the business world, in such areas as stock
market manipulations, insurance, advertising, market control,  and politics.
These models might be useful for an administrator trying to select the best
courses of action to initiate in September, given that bond elections may pass
or fail in November with certain probabilities, that tax override elections may
pass or fail in February with given probabilities, and that a neighboring
district may open a new school in February or next September with given
probabilities.

Another category of competitive models is that of bidding models. These
are immediately relevant to business and industrial problems involved with ‘
submitting competitive bids to secure contracts, and to the extent that competi-
tive companies 'bid' for customer considerations. This type of model might
be useful for educational administrators competing for faculty members, or
for educational institutions competing with other public institutions for tax
funds, public support, etc.

Q In reality, of course, models being constructed to represent systems
EMCU. seldom be limited to one of the varieties discussed. Seldom are systems
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or organizations this simple. If a large industrial organization is represented
by a model, such a model would probably draw from all five varieties. It is
probable that complexities in educational institutions, no matter what level,
are at least of this order. For analytical purposes, related to specific time
periods or specific subsets of problems faced by the adminisirator, more
simplified models, perhaps restricted to one category, would probably be
useful.

Of primary concern is the criteria for selecting the components for
models. If the assumption is made that a given model represents a real
system, this assumption is only valid to the extent that the components repre-
sent the relevant elements of the real system. For example, if an important
component of the system is not identified and included within the model, the
validity of the model and derived solutions would be questionable. If an avail-
able alternative is not identified or developed, an optimum solution can never
be certain. Similarly, if an important cbjective is not identified, confusion
will probably result. If the effect of a particular unit within the system is not
properly assessed, inaccurate results are almost certain.

Several methods of solving models, to identify the results of the relation-
ships among the components, are available. In business, industry, and
military organizations, these are often quite complicated, requiring the
cervices of skilled mathematicians. Due to the nature of the variables of
concern in educational organizations, it is suspected that these relationships
would not be as mathematically sophisticated. Only further study, research,
and application will answer this question.

In general there are optimum solutions which involve the effectiveness of
a total organization, and suboptimum solutions which involve the effectiveness
of parts of the organization. In business, industry, and the military, sub-
optimum solutions are seldom of much use. It is probably that further work
will indicate that suboptimum solutions are of greater usefulness and importance
for educational organizations. This decision (optimum or subcptimum) must
necessarily be made when the research problem is formulated--when the
components are identified.

An example might serve to illustrate further the concept of administrative
research. We will assume that the three identified objectives and the two
alternatives (mentioned earlier) are discrete and exhaustive. A and B, as
before, will represent the alternatives. C, D, and E will represent the relative
importance of the three objectives. This assumes that a common measurement
scale has been derived for them. As before, U, V, and W.represent the
efficiency with which alternative B achieves the three objectives, and X, Y, and

Z represent the efficiency with which alternative A achieves-ilie same objectives.

To simplify the arithmetic, the importance (C) and the efficiency functions (U
and X) for the first objective (cost) will be inverted: "' That is, a higher
function will represent lower cost, a lower function will represent a higher
cost, and a higher 'importance'' of lower cost. S represents the effectiveness
function for alternative A, and T represents the effectiveness function for
alternative B. It must be remembered that this is the over-all effectiveness
of the organization, not for any single objective or group of objectives.

The following may then be regarded as the '"concept'' of operations
research as applied to executive decisions in an organization.
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Figure 1
. A B
CDE X U =ST
u v
z W

The arithmetic would be as folloWs:
CX+DY+EZ-=S5
CU+DV+EW=T

Having gone through this process, the decision-maker would be bound to the
selection of alternative A if S is larger than T, or alternative B if T is larger
than S. This is not mechanistic and does not replace the decision-maker by
some abstract formulas, machines, etc. Rather than base his decision on the
rather gross dichotomy of either A or B, he made a number of small decisions
(and hence probably more valid and reliable) when he developed C, D, E, X,
Y, Z, U, V, and W. Naturally, this could be expanded to include as many
objectives, alternatives, and uncontrollable factors as necessary. When the
relationships are more complex than those implied in this example, more
complicated "models' must be sought to explain the relationships. Seldom are
the objectives and alternatives discrete.

The final process in administrative research might generally be described
as the leadership aspect of administration. This involves finding ways to
implement changes in the system which appear to be desirable. In other words,
if administrative research indicates that alternative B (tutorial examination
system) should be adopted, how does one go about making the necessary changes
in the system?

The information gained in identifying the components of the system would,
of course, be invaluable, especially the communications and control aspects
of the system and the identification of the decision-maker.

To summarize, it is suspected that administrative research, as a
methodology, a way of looking at problems, a method of analyzing problems,
a technique for understanding and controlling the processes 6f complex sys-
tems and organizations, would be useful in educational systems and organiza-
tions, would offer a’rationale fdr the combination and coordination of existing
types, techniques, methods, and theories of research.
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Outline of Processes of Administrative Research

1. Analysis of the components of the decision situation

a. Defining the system or environment

1. Status of communications and control network at a given time
2. Control processes in communications network
a. Transformation

Sorting

First-order feedback (goal maintaining)

Memory (permits second-order feedback; goal changing)

®© a0 T

Reflection (permits third-order feedback; goal changing;
recombination of memory to produce and reorganize new
alternatives; consciousness)

3. Change of communications network and control processes over time
B. Identifying decision-maker(s)

C. Identifying the objective(s)
1. Editing objective(s)
a. Elimination of prerequisite objective(s) (means)
b. Elimination of objective(s) unaffected by alternatives

c. Combination when possible, especially when same objective is
specified by different units of organization

2. Defining effectiveness measure
a. Quantitative objectives
b. Qualitative objectives

3. Weighting objectives

D. Analysis of factors affecting achievement of objectives
1. Identifying and editing alternatives (controllable factors)

2. Identifying uncontrollable factors

II. Construction and solution of models representing interactions among
alternatives, uncontrollable factors,: and objectives

A. Defining the testing nefficiency" function for each alternative with each
objective, defining relationships between uncontrollable factors and
objectives, and defining relationships between uncontrolllable factors
and alternatives

1. Gathering of information through studies to define the test functions

a. Expe rimentation- -exte r,na:I_ —internal
Studies--internal N L

b
c. Survey--external
3
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Establishing controls over functions

Solution of model yielding effectiveness function for each alternative

1.
2.
3.

Iconic models
Analogue models
Symbolic models

a. Inventory models

o

Allocation models

c. Waiting line models

d. Replacement and maintenance models

e. Competitive models

Selecting model components

a. Pertinence of components

b. Combining, dividing, and eliminating components
c. Specifying fixed, variable, random, etc., components
Solving models

a. Analytical solutions

b. Numerical solutions

c. Monte Carlo solutions

d. Optimum and sub-optimum solutions

Putting solution to work
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Alfred D. Cavanaugh
University of Detroit

You may have heard of Mark Twain's remark to the effect that all that is
needed for success is ignorance and self-confidence. 1 would not car~ to
detail the implications of this remark for college administration today; but I
have a feeling that it may have heen widely applicable in the more leisurely
decades that preceded the Second World War, and even more so in the latter
half of the nineteenth century, when the American system of higher e .ucation
began to take on its present shape- Assuming that there is 2 grain of truth
in Twain's assertion, we have a convenient explanation for the current empha-
sis upon information gathering and processing in higher education. Increasing
conscCiousness of our ignorance concCerning what goes on in higher education
has undermined confidence in dealing with the future--a fearful future, fraught
with financial logjams, tidal waves of students, knowledge explosions, and
similar unnatural catastrophes. Indeed, I sometimes Sense 2 feeling of near-
panic among many experienced top administrators as they look into the future
that our present-day educational Cassandras have detailed for us. It is highly
logical that such a situation should generate a great demand for information--a
logical step, but, as with most other logical steps, one taken only under a
great deal of outside pressure.

Demand has created supply, and now we have a substantial number of
information specialists. Companies such as IBM thoughtfully provide highly
developed information-processing equipment, and lo! a new profession is born.
The intellectual vistas that have opened are seemingly limitless, and of pro-
found import for the future of society. I doubt if there is anyone involved in
institutional research who has not at one time or another thrilled to the impli-
cations and potentialities of his work. But promise is not fulfillment, and the
elation that comes from enthusiasm is often succeeded by a dull thud following
the first touch of administrative reality.

Admittedly, the administrative situation is changing rapidly. Most
significantly, we see about us the rise of a ''mew breed! of educational adminis-
trators, characterized, as so often their predecessors were not, by a hunger
for information and open-mindedness with regard to new ideas. DBut we should
be extremely wary of assuming that objectivity and creativity on the part of the
top administration necessitate any delegation of administrative responsibility
to the information specialist. Difficult as it may be for professional special-
ists to accept, the results of institutional research are destined to be used,
and the determination of use lies in the hands of others.

This can be intensely frustrating for an individual, particularly since his
work is so close to a point of decision and action that it is almost impossible- -
and, I would hold, undesirable--for him to abstract himself from consideration
of the practical use to which his findings will be put. But his influence is at
best indirect and incidental. Over a period of time he may find his positicm
impossible to maintain with any degree of psychological stability. ' I suspecCt
that institutional research specialists will, as a group; be themselves studied
in another decade or two, and found to be characterized by a high degree of
mobility, strong atavistic yearnings for the classroom or routine office work,
and unusual susceptibility to offers of higher administrative positicns.

In more particular reaction to the paper presented by Dr. Hunter, I
@ would have to say, with all due respect to the efforts of IBM, that advances
MC in computer technology have not really solved the basic problems of institutional
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research. Locked at in a rather pessimistic way, you might say that Dr.
Hunter is showing us hcw to make our mistakes faster and more cheaply. In
no way is this a criticism of the equipment as such. It is highly proper for
technical experts to say, '""Here is the equipment, this is what it car do, go
ahead and use it. "' Ng¢ assumpticns need to be made about the ccmpetence of
the person using the equipment, nor the ease with which kis organization can
assimilate the information produced. Hopefully, the existence of the proper
tools will mean that, eventually, the job will be done. At least higher educa-
tion is not zlone in its dilemma: many businesses are running into similar
problems ir trying to accommodate themselves to the technclogical demands
of the computer.

The facts of the matter are that institutions of higher education have in
the past got along with so little information that it may well take a long, long
while for them properly to aseimilate and act on the information that is now
becoming available. We are attempting to irrigate deserts, but we don't swant
a flood. Even simple facts go a long way, where they represent the first
breath of reality in the decision-making process of a particular college. In
the larger institutions the computer already has come into its own, but the
work that it does is basically elemen.ary: it is simply going through those
ten thousand folders that L.ee Hull referred to earlier and counting, albeit
with fantastic efficiency. Its chief relevance is still in terms of speed and
quantity; beycnd simple statistical manipulations of the raw data its great
mathematical power remains unused.

With regard to Dr. Hendrix' paper, I would like to raise an assumption
not too often accepted or even discussed by administrative theorists. It arises
from what I have already said, but I am proposing it here because cf its
theoretical importance for the future of simulation and model-building. It is
this: that there is an essential discontinuity between research and decision-
making. Dr. Hendrix seems to assume that there is not, and his argument
follows skilifully and logically from that assumption. If information alone is
to influence decisions, then sbviously the highest-quality information that can
be provided a% any decision-point is the determining factor; ard, ultimately,
although obvicusly not in the near future, it should be possible to automate
decision-making once a certain degree of sophistication in cur techniques is
achieved.

Frankly, this gets us into trouble as institutional research specialists.
To the extent that we try to supplant our superiors by a simulated model, I
suspect that we will quickly lose cur jobs. '1984" ic not here yet, and I doubt
that many college administrators are anxious to hasten its arrival.

More seriously, there is a substantial jump between using a model as a
convenient means of testing hypotheses, and assuming that the resulfs of any
test can be translated directly into action. In a recent article in the Harvard
Business Review (March-April, 1964), John Dearden discusses at length the
impracticality of the latter approach for business. An a fortiori argument
is inescapable: if this cannot be done in business, how can it be done in
education with its host of indefinable parameters ?

¥

What seems relevant to Dr, Hunter's paper seems to apply also to
Dr. Hendrix' thesis. What we need now and for the foreseeable future are
not highly developed models that tie research tightly into the administrative
decision-making process, but rather as many pertinent facts as can be
Q@ conveniently gathered and absorbed. Charles Babbage, a nineteenth-century
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in'ventory who anticipated the principles that underlie the :nodern computer.
put the matter quite succinctly: ''The errors which arise from the absence of
facts are far more numerous and durable than those whick resul: from unsounc
reasoning respectin_ true data. "

This indeed is my own personal conviction, and how I see the job of the
instititional research specialist. We are expected to provide re levant and
accurate data for the administrators who have to bear the respor sibility of
making the final decisions. By sheer force of these facts, I feel certain that
we will contribute mightily to the making of wiser decisions in higher educz tion

Nl
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Joe L. Saupe
Michigan State University

There may be some overlap With the previous discussion in the points
that I have to make, but it is possible that the approach may be sufficiently
different to be of interest. Our charge here today is to discuss new trends of
the far-out type. Despite this charge I cannot help but take a somewhat
conservative point of view in reacting to the previous two papers, particularly
to the latter. I say particularly the latter because I think I can visualize the
total systems concept'' of data in the higher educational institution, as this
concept was described by Dr. Hunter. I have difficulty, however, in perceiving
the higher institution itself as a system to be completely described by quantita-
tive values and mathematical relationships, as outlined by Professor Hendrix.
My somewhat disconnected series of remarks, based upon this conservative
frame of reference, may, then, bring realism to the latter, idealistic
statement; they may bring us back to earth, so to speak.

My first reaction has to do with the implementation of the ideas discussed
in the papers. Dr. Hunter talked about this in terms of the necessity for an
integration of efforts in developing the total information system, and the need
for the support of all university officers. I submit, and it is a fact of life, that
many if not most of our top university officers have not passed through the third
and fourth stages of Professor Doi's analysis of the sequential development of
higher institutions. Thus, they are not now and some may never be ready to
use the advanced and complex techniques outlined in Professor Hendrix' paper.
On the basis of the very sound principle that the administrator can be expected
to use information in management processes only if he comprehends the infor-
mation and the procedures used in deriving it, Professor Hendrix' paper
carries the implication that what we may need in the future is a course in
matrix algebra for college presidents. My point is that there is some very
difficult work yet to be done in integrating the efforts of the various university
offices on many of our campuses, if we are to develop common grounds for
communication among the offices and the officers, so that computers may
communicate for them across the various responsibility areas. The only
example I have from my own institution, and I doubt if it is more backward
than most others in this respect, is the simple matter of department codes.
Each administrative office that handles institutional data at my institutions has
one or more coding systems which it uses for departments. Except for our
office, most of these are designed only to arrange departments in alphabetical
or administrative organization order. Maybe what is needed in order to solve
prohlems such as this is for the institutional research agencies to take the
initiative and actively promote the development of the coordination needed for
integrated data systems. This is a justifiable role for us because, again, as
Dr. Hunter very pertinently pointed out, the data that we need and use in
institutional research are more often than not the same basic data that are
maintained in the several other record-keeping offices of the institution.

My second point is that Dr. Hendrix' paper is'an intéresting academic
exercise. Because I am open-minded and committed to the aims of scholarship,
I hope that he continues it. I think he would admit that what he is doing is
exploring a problem area, and he would not claim to have final answers tc
present to us. However, I am not as convinced as are some others that it
will ever come to pass that the '"total operations analysis" technique will be
applied to higher institutions. Maybe ten or twenty years from now we may
be far enough advanced:in concepts and techniques to use some of the ideas of
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this global approach to institutional management. In the meantime, the show
must go on. I will be back in the office tomorrow and will be expected to be
carrying out institutional research.

My next point is a rather fundamental one. A major requirement of
Professor Hendrix' system is that all factors or components in the environment
be measurable, and even that all be measured on the same continuum. Further-
more, primary factors or components of the system are institutional objectives.
While my view may be limited, I cannot perceive of a common continuum for *
the measurement of, and I quote from his paper, '"l. to minimize expenditures,
2. to increase student achievement, 3. to maximize public support for educa-
tion, " which has sufficient validity to justify its use in the complex mathe=- -
matical formulation underlying his approach. I submit, as did Professor
Cavanaugh, that the weighing of whatever modest evidence we can provide to
university officers is an essential ingredient of management processes which
keep the institution viable.

More specifically relevant to the measurement requirement is the point
that achievement tests can, I am convinced (and many others do not believe this),
be quite relevant to certain classes of institutional objectives. They are, how-
ever, relative measures, not absolute measures, and on this basis cannot be
combined with other measures on any absolute scale continuum.

The fundamental principle involved here--and it bothers me considerably
in my work--is that 'the best education is that education which is least meas-
urable. ! This principle has wide applicability. For example, in achievement
tests the measurement of knowledge of facts is considerably easier than the
measurement of Creativity. In institutional cost and faculty load studies the
measurement problem is much easier, if all instruction takes place in organ--
ized classes with one instructor for each class than it is when team teaching,
independent study, television, and other atypical and, perhaps, ''better"
arrangements are used. You may extend the list of illustrations of this
principle for yourself.

Another point is related to the fact that some of us may have concluded
from this three-day meeting that it is somewhat futile to attempt to define
"institutional research. " While I recist entering this arera of definition, 1
cannot resist commenting that I don't like to be subsumed by anything whether
it be operations research or administrative research, and Professor Hendrix
argues that institutional research is so subsumed. The proper conduct of
institutional research has much in common with many of the ideas he discussed,
except that we use less-sophisticated, less-integrated approaches than those
described. For example, a basic concern for institutional objectives and the
attainment thereof should underly any institutional study, whether it be of
teaching methods or of teaching loads.

In the early and major portions of Professor Hendrix' paper, he empha-
sized the analysis of the "total system' and over-all institutional objectives.
Later, and thankfully to me, he talked about more restricted areas and analy~
ses of "subsystems' which might lead to ''suboptimum solutions, ' if I am
using his terminology correctly. I feel more comfortable with this latter
approach; it strikes me as more like what I have been doing in analyses of the
instructional program, in depth:studies of individual departimments, in studies
related to specific problems, and so forth. For example, he discussed
"inventory, '' "allocation, ' ''waiting line, " and a couple of other models which

o ~ppeal to me on the basis of their potential ntility in solving restricted problems.
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At this point, the model or models outlined in his paper are exceedingly more
likely to be of use in studying specific areas or in solving specific problems
than in dealing with global problems or total institutional operations.

Professor Hendrix suggested that models in education will not be as

sophisticated mathematically as those in business, industry, and the military.

I submit that after the ten Or twenty years are up we will find the models for
education even more sophisticated than those in the other enterprises. They
may even be impossible to understand. Even if they can be formulated, as I
mentioned earlier, the decision-makers, by not being able to understand them--
even with the course in matrix algebra--won't believe them. We have enough
difficulty explaining to them what we mean by "full-time-equivalent faculty. "

Another reason that I'm not going to go home and try out this somewhat
grandiose approach to the development of data for decision-making is that any
decision that is made changes the system and may even change it so drastically
that the original analysis will be effectively invalidated. Much time, effort,
and expense would have to go into the original analysis, and it would in all
likelihood result in its own obsolescence. One reason for the existence of
officers of institutional research is the fact that the registrars and business
officers could not adapt to the job when Professor Doi's third, fourth, and
fifth stages in the evolution of higher institutions were reached. A related
reason may be that these officers resisted changes because changes upset
their record systems. I hope that institutional research people will have that -
adventuresome spirit that will enable them to welcome changes, to scrap the
methods and results of earlier studies, and to begin anew on the basis of the
changes they have helped bring about.

I like the suggestion of Professor Hendrix' paper that institutional analy-
sis must by nature be interdisciplinary. Institutional research cannot become
a true discipline in any traditional sense. Institutional research needs the
help of many academic specialities in knowledgeably carrying out the diverse
types of studies that are needed. It is significant to note that we have these
resources on our campuses, in the form of facully members in academic
departments. The only problem is to convince them that research in higher

education--even research on a single institution--is a respectable area for
work.

If I criticize Professor Hendrix' ideas, I must suggest alternatives to
them. Therefore, I will mention a couple of approaches to institutional re-
search that have interested me. First, I have been intrigued with the methods
that some people have been using to project course enrollments and the uses
that they are making of the projections in academic management and planning.
Maybe this is really an example of a "simulation technique. ' If this is true
then it is easier for me to think or talk about ""'simulation techniques'' because
1 have seen an example of one.

Another intriguing study is being carried out by Dr. John Dale Russell

at Indiana University. He is surveyingall the.offi“es on the campus of Indiana

University, to determine what institutional data are maintained in these offices,

and he is developing a taxonomy and a catalogue of the types of data. This

type of analysis will be of considerable value to the Bureau of Institutional

Research at Indiana and would be of similar value to other institutional research

offices in helping them go about their job. It will very effectively reveal dupli-

cations of efforts, instances where communication is lacking, voids in types of
\ Q data that can or should be collected, conflicting definitions and categorizations
EMC of data, and so forth. The.se.c.tsgpes of knowledge should be invaluakle in
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attempts to increase the coordination of administrative offices, to move in the
direction of the integrated data systems of Dr. Hunter's paper, and even to
develop the systematic types of measures required for the techniques suggested
by Professor Hendrix.

Finally, out of concern for the criticism of institutional research and
other offices that data are often compiled, analyzed, and reported in the
absence of a consideration for the intended uses of the data, I have thought
about attempting to study and categorize the decisions that are made in the
planning, management, and evaluation process of higher educational institutions.
An analysis of the decision types and categories might produce enume rations
and categories of data that would be needed for and relevant to the decisions,
and thereby provide a framework within which institutional research in co-'
operation with other offices could rationally plan the types of data to be
collected, stored, and reported and the types of special studies that are
needed.

In summary, let me say that, while some of my remarks may have been
critical, and I hope they were constructive, these two papers have focused
attention upon what I consider to be exceedingly significant problems faced by
institutional researchers: namely, the need for that increased communication,
cooperation, and coordination among diverse responsibility areas that will lead
to the integration of basic record systems, the need to keep institutional
objectives and purposes at the center of our attention in carrying out institu-
tional studies, and the need to develop new and imaginative methods for study-.
ing and solving the variety of problems and making the variety of decisions
faced by our institutions.
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Keith W. Smith
Southern Illinois University

In contrast to the approaches of the previcus respondents in which they
felt the impracticability of the two new techniques of the full data system and
raethodology of operation research would cause them at some time to be a
threat to us in our job, I'm going to take the position that we had better all be
alert, at ieast, to this threat because we may be much closer to it than we
know. If it is indeed a threat, I think the advent to total information banks,
and the accessibility to them, are certainly a near reality. They are going
to be in our institutions very shortly, for better or for worse.

I also believe that the application of operations research techniques to
decision-making and planning in higher education can help us to lead ourselves
away from the era in which, as Al Cavanaugh said, the institutional or the
executive behavior is best defined as that by an individual who has enough
intestinal fortitude to make decisions without any information whatsoever.
This is in contrast to some place on a continuum where the decisions, the
alternatives, and their consequences can be better judged with data available
immediately for the judgment. My fear is that we may forget in looking at
this new technique and technology that we may be facing two very critical
problems. The first is generally summarized as some kind of a mechanization
of decision-making in which full faith and trust is placed in automated systems
and in techniques in which we over-rely On their validity and reliability to
our situation. A second possibility which frightens me is that the models that
we create by our ''new technique' approaches could very well be cast in the
form of our present obsolete organizations and practices of higher education.

In the Automation of Knowledge, a paper presented to a conference On
higher education in Chicago last month, Louis Munford likened the threat of
automation in higher education to the plight of the sorcerer's apprentice.
Perhaps we in higher education, like the sorcerer's apprentice, have set in
motion the academic brooms and pails of water in increasing numbers and at
ever-increasing speeds without the old magician to stop this process before
we drown in the melee.

I am saying that I fear that we may.be closer to this than we realize. 1
read in Science Newsletter just yesterday that a machine was developed at
the University Coliege of London which can, when,presented with an array of
its own components, simulate itself. I have spent some time where I have
seen operaticns control systems in which computers are not only recreating
their compounents, but they are testing whether or not they made any mistakes.
Perhaps we are approaching the level of sorcerer's apprentice.

My response to the papers is then intended as a caution against the
increasing tendency to accept automation in the place of humanism, as we
enter the age of scientific management in education.

Misinterpretation of facts is not a new phenomenon. I, too, would like
to refer to Mark Twain, as did Al, when Twain observed in his Life on the
Mississippi that scientists had discovered that the length of the Mississippi
channel was being shortened at the rate of approximately one mile per year

o by the annual seasonal flood and the chahging of that channel. His first
]:MC observation was that perhaps at the close of the last glacial period the
ammsmn Mississippi was some Six or seven thousand miles long and extended out over
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the Gulf of Mexico and points south like a great fishing pole. He further
predicted that the citizens of New Crleans and of Minneapclis, Minnesota,
would at some future time be involved in the problems of a single
metropolitan form of government.

The use of budget formulas and cost formulas bothers me. At a recent
meeting of our state budget cormnmittee it was observed by one’'person, a
heretic, that if it was going to cost spme forty-five hundred dollars per year
to educate a graduate student, we had better ask the legislature to appropriate
forty-five hundred dollars for each of them and send them off to Harvard.

[n the creation of our master plans in tne state cf Illinois, it is sbserved
in statistics of demography that we in southern Illinois, one of the depressed
areas of the USA, are faced with the unusual circumstance in 1980 of having
a minus two hundred people of the ages eighteen to twenty-one in eight of our
counties.

My plea is that automated knowledge and interrelation of this knowledge
is a critical problem for institutional researchers and the people they serve.
I would suggest a reading by anyone in this business, or anyone related to
higher education, of the paper by Munford. It will be in the proceedings of the
National Conference of Higher Education.

The real threat then is that someone is one day soon going to develop a
computer with a human arm and internal source of power.

~ Now lest this challenge be misinterpreted, let me again reiterate that
we are in the throes of developing a total information system for our institu-
tion with all manner of high-sounding equipment. We really believe zad have
faith, or we would not be in this business, that this can help us as can the
operations research techniques which, up to now, have, in my opinion, not
been completely tested in industry and military.

We look forward to a better day in administrative behavior in our insti-
tution. Yet we hope that we will not become overly proud of our new toys and
our new techniques in the inquisition of fact and methodology to the point where
we forget the inquisition of the fact or knowledge within a framework of human
experience and time-tested values of the human personality who makes judg-
ments. Administrative officers must retain a freedom to make judgment
errors just occasionally, for this freedom of choice permits us to explore new
and suboptimal paths of the maze and to anticipate the unexpected and the
accidental forces which will come. From this choice or this freedom to make
errors, we are going to get the bold innovations and perhaps some risky
plunging that are so badly needed now in our present dilemma and are
absolutely essential if we are to do our future job in higher education. We are
grateful for the tools and the methods which can be provided to us to sharpen
our administrative procedures, but we must insure the role of the human
personality, with its infinite complexity, as the old sorcerer's magic to stop
the brooms and the buckets of water we have set in motion.
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