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Tt is widely assumed in current professional literature that there
is a cause and cffect rolationzhip between the reeent rolavation of college
foreign language requirements and the subsequent drop of foreign language
enrollments widely experienced throughout the country and on all grade
levels. 1In order to test the scope of this assumption the Washington For-
eign Language FProgram undertook, as part of its routine self-evaluation
procedures, a rather detailed survey of FL enrollments at its own seat,
the University of Washington in Seattle, and in the state of Washington.
Comparisons with national enrollment figures were also made. The data
collected and tabulated are reproduced here in the form of tables, charts
and graphs. They tend to speak for themselves, sO the following comments
do not explicate them in detail; they rather emphasize the way in which
these data confirm or invalidate widely accepted assumptions about the
current state of our profession.

The perlod covered is 1956 through 1970 for which data are readily
availeble, with sub-divisions focusing on the period of 1966 to 1968 on
the one hand, a2nd 1968 to 1970 on the other. The academic year 1968-69
represents the peax of . the absolute numbers of students enrolled in for-
eign language courses On all levels in the nation as a whole. At the same
time it is the crucial year of turmoil on American campuses and in public
schools, a supposed by-product of which was the relaxation of foreign
language requirements and the resulting 1053 in FL enrollmen%ts,

By the action of the faculty the foreign language requlrnment at
the University of Washington was considerably wes oA S 4o Docing
1969. Table I, Chart I and Graph I illustrate the sharp drop in lower-
division (freshmen and sophomores) enrollment in practically all lan-
guages, both in terms of absolute nunbers and in rates per one thousand
freshmen and s0uhomores. There is n the major languages an absolute
and proportionate increase in enrollments from 1966 through 19683 and a
corresponding sharp decline betreen 1968 and 1970. This process affects
all +the "major" langusges; with a partlcularly dramatic drop in ILatin
(but that's another story). Only the "minor" langugaes (Arabic, Chinese,
Japanese, and Portugnese) show both absolute and relative growth. These
data would seem to confirm the strong cause-and-effect relationshiy be-
tween the relaxation of the FL requirement and the loszs of students.

However, Table IT, Chart IT and CGraph IT telr a slightly dlfferent
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story. They indicate a steady decline of proportionate numbers in uppaer-
division and graduate enrollments in 'L courses pre-dating 1968 and start-
ing at least with 1966, egpecially in German, French and Spanish. This
trend, illustrated in Chart II and Graph IL, embraces the entire 1966
through 1970 period and suggests a loss of interest in foreign language
study pre-dating the crucial year of 1068, with decreased proportionate
enrollments at the upper-division and graduate level where the taking
of foreign languages is no longer a matter of compulsion but rather of
choice. It is particularly remarkable that such a decline would occur
in the period 1966-68 when no adverse market conditions prevailed and
there was considerable "institutionalized" incentive to specialize in
foreign languages both on the under-graduate and graduate level.
The same phenomenon is illustrated in Table III and Graph ITII with
even moréldetailed information on one language, French. Here thz 100
and 20C level courses, largely populated by a captive audience, drop
only after 19683, whereas the combined 200 and 400 level (undergraduate
majors, including prospective teachers) and L0O and 500 and 600 level
(M.A. and Ph.D candidates) show a steady decline throughout the period.
(The most drastic drop is in 200 level courses intc which most students
entering from high school with two to three years of a FL had been placed.)
The erosion of interest in foreign languages is further exemplified in

Table IV, Chart IIT and Graph TV. showin; th aumbe lan he

L

iz
declared a foreig. iauguage as thelr undergraduate major.

It is not surprising that this trend went unroticed becaus= the ab-
colute numbers (sce Table II) tended te fluctuate little (whil® the upper
division ans graduate population of the university mounted, frim 3,000
in 10¢ ° to almost 19,000 in 1970C).%

3A similar downturn of interest surfaced in the revort of Juliza C. Kant's
"Foreign Language Offerings and Enrollments in Putrlic Seconds 7~ Schools,
Fai 1053" (¥L Annals, TTI/3 1970 , 400-458). This report ~ zistered

FI, enrollments ii 196  as 23.49% of the PSS population, with - 1965 fig-
ure increasing te 27.L%, followed by 2 slight drop to 27.1% - - 1969 (p. 401).

But t--s information was overwhelmed by the rest cf the repor: showing
"recor . FL snrollrsnts" in 1968 and other measures "of the p: --sress made

by FL study in the nation's high schools" (p. 400).

Anothecr study by the same author, "Foreign Languaze Registra’ Lons in In-
ctitut’ons of Higrer Education, Fall 1988" FL Annais, TIT/2 (1969), 24T~
30L}, covers only increases in absolute numbers. Hezre agaln a gquick

check will indicate that her increase in registrations In fi 2 leading
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Table V, Chart IV and Graph V permit the reader to compare two sis-
ter institutions, the University »f Washington in Geattle and Washingbon
State University in Pullman., One of the relevant differcences botween
the two institutions is that Washington State did not change, during the
period in question, its graduation.- cum~entrance FL requirement. We see
at Washington State an overall erosion of foreign languages, with some
local variation among the major languages. The rate change (in all lan-
guages) (Chart IV) indicates 14+% decline uvp through 1965, with a sliightly
accelerated decline (25%) after 1968.

practically the same conclusions may be drawn for the four-year state
colleges in the state of Washington (Table VI, Chart V and Graph vi).

The situation in the community colleges in the state is similar, althougn
Tablse VIT and Chart VI should be used with caution, considering the la-
cunae in our data and the Tact that total enrollment figures on which

the rates are based include unknown ratios of "college-transfer" vs.
"socational” students enrolled at these institutions. |

In the four-year private colleges and universipies in the state of
Washington the data confirm the general erosion of foreign languages -i
out the entire period 1965-1970. (Table VIIT and Chart VII). None of
these institutions report substantial changes in their foreign language
requirements for the period in queétion.

TLooking at the public schools of the state of Washington we notice
a slow but steady state-wide decline also dQuring the period of 1965 to
1970. This trend is most marked in the rural schools. In urban, and es-
pecially the suburban school districts, the percentage of enrollment peeks
in 1968, which is a rather vivid indication of the impact of the loss of
the foreign language requirements upon public schools with a college-bound
population.

Table X, Chart IX and Graph VII attempt to identify the growth, in
time, of certain types of language programs. Since reporting formulas from

the schools to the state superintendent’s office have changed ~-er the years,

*(continued) modern languages in a1l instituvbions (from 595,324 in 1960
to 952,496 in 1965) already shows for a period as early as that,a propor-
tionate loss from 18.51% to 17.24%. (Between 1960 and 1965 the total
population of all institutions of higher learning increases from 3,216,000
to 5,526,000; see 1971 ed. of the Us Bureau of Census Statistical Abstracts,
p. 102.) '
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the only way we could get at this qazstion ig by totaling up enrollment

in the various grades (and not by counting schools reporting continuous

and well articulated programs). Our figures seem to indicate that there

has been a slight tendency toward lengthening sequences both upward and
downward. There are decreases in the growth rate in the 9th, 10th, and

11th grades. However, the 8th grade population shows an increase and

the 12th grade population's decrease is minimal. The latter may be ascribed
to high school students' putting off their language work until the last

two years, but the increased rate in the Sth grade clearly indicates ear-
lier start in the foreign languages.

Table XT and Chart X compare Washington state trends with national
trends in the period during investigation; Table XIT and Chart XI do the
same for the public secondary schools. The similarities between the state
and the nation as a whole are striking. On the college level we find the
same over-all increase in absolute numbers in enrollment aloag with a steady
decrease in the rate of enrollment per one thousand students between 1965
and 1970. Actually the rate of the decrease in Washington state is con-
siderably sharper than that indicated by the nation-wide figures.

On the public secondary school level the state and the nation present
again precisely matching pictures (at least for the period where deta are
available)--a slow decline from 1965 onwards.

It emerges from this study that "avents" of 1968 on the campuses and
in the public schools did not break the growth of foreign languages in the
United States and specifically in the state of Washington. They had their
effect but they tock place at a time when the popularity of foreign lan-
guages was already on the wane. The data of course do not reveal what
causes this decline. The reasons are probably subtle and have te do with
young Americans' overall perception of being part of, or being isolated
from, world events and other cultures. BHowever., it is ciear that lan-~
guage teachers who look critically at the situation of their prcfession
should not place all the blame Por their current plight on the colleges

and the relaxation of the foreign language reguirenent.



TRZEDS IN LOWER DIVISION Aqoo .299) ENROLLMENT IN wcmmez LANGUAGE COURSES BY LANGUAGE,
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON, AUTUMN 1966 T 0 AUTUMN 1970.
Rate per 1,000 Freshmen
N and Sophomores Rate Change (%)
1066 1067 _ 1968 _1969 1970 1066 1967 1968 _1969 _1970 66-68 68-70  06-70
revic 17 17 22 33 34 1.5 1.4 -.1.8 2.6 2.9 +22.,4  +62.4  +98.8
hinese 63 70 55 55 91 5.4 5.8 4.5 4.4 7.8 -17.5  +73.9  +43.5
anish 35 31 .28 21 17 3,0 2.6 2.3 1.7 1.5 ~24,4 =%6.2 =51.7

ren ch 1.335 1,586 1,8%2 890 596 115.0 132.3 149.2 T71.% 51.0 +29.7 -65.8 =55
crpan 1,587 1,674 1,805 1,142 690 13%36.7 139.6 147.0 91.5 58.1 + 7.5 =59.8 -56.8

reek 58 61 67 43 54 5.0 5.1 5.5 3.4 4.6 + 9.2 =15.3 = T.5
sbrew - 36 40 37 40 _—— 3.0 3.3 3.0 3.4 — + 5.1 -
indi-Urdu == 7 15 17 12 e 0.6 1.2 14 1.0 === -15.9 —
celandic - - - - 4 e e e = 03 —-— —— -
(tolian 219 206 185 119 1M1 18.9 17.2 15.1 9.5 9.5 -20.1 ~%6.7 =49.5
Japenece 102 140 124 159 146 8.8 11.7 10.1 12.7 12.5 +14.9 +23.7 +42.

lorean 7 6 4 T 7 0.6 . 0.5 0.3 0.6 0.6 ~46.1 . +84.3 = 0.7
batin 254 373 366 T2 66 21.9 %1.1 29.8 5.8 5.6 +36.2 -81.1- =T4.2
lorwegian 180 180 158 84 59 15.5 15.0 12.9 6.7 4.7 -17.0 -63.,4 -69.6
bersian - 1 18 9 5 —e= 0.9 1.5 0.7 0.4 ——-  =70.9 -—=
Portuguese 25 30 30 29 29 2.0 2.5 2.4 2.3 2.5 +23.3 + 1.6 +25.%
Aussian 280 343 312 228 179 24.1 28.6 25.4 18.3 15.3 - + 5.3  =39.7 -36.5
Spenish 758 9%2 1,085 534 440 55.3 T7.7 88.4 42.8 37.7 +35,3  =57.4 -42.3
Swedish 244 297 282 136 101 29.0 24.8 23.0 10.9 8.6 + 9.3 ~62.4 -58.9
Turkish - - 1 9 7 —e—  —— 0.6 0.7 0.6 —— + 5.1 ——

Totels 5,162 6,000 6,435 3,624 2,684  444.8 500.5 524.2 290.5 229.7 +17.9 =56.2 =48.3

Fresh. &
Sorh. 11,606 11,988 12,276 12,476 11,683
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Per Thousand Freshmen and Sophomores

Chart I

TRENDS IN LOWHER DIVISION (100*299) ENROLLIMIENT IN FOREIGN
LANGUAGE COURBLES, UNIVERSITY OF WaSHINGTON,
AUDUMIT 1966 20 AURUMN 1970.
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Table IT

TRENDS IN UPPER DIVISION AND GRADUATE (30C-800)

ENROLLMENT

IN FORNIGHN

Rate per 1,000 Juaiors,

T AT

- AT TR
ANMTAGE COURSES

BY LANGUAGE, UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON, AUTUMN 1966 T0 AUTUME 1970.

N Seniors, aand (raduates Rate Change (%)

7066 1967 1968 1969 _1970 966 1967 1968 1969 1970 06-68 68-70  66-T0

Arebic 2 3 14 11 16 0.2 0.2 - 0.8 0.6 0.8 +453.6 + 1.3 +400.9
Bulgerian  -- - - T 5 o —— —_— 0.4 0.3 —— — —
Catalan —_— - 10 —— - o — 0.6 —— —— —— —_— —
Chinese 87 158 134 142 145 5.6 10.5 8.0 8.0 7.7 +21.3 -4 #16.5
Czech 4 2 9 3 6 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.2 0.3 +77.2 =-41.0 + 4.6
Denish 4 4 1 2 10 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.4 0.5 -£0.5 +796.06 +74.6
French 504 539 479 484 438 45.1 35.9 08,6 27.3 2%5.2 -36.5 -19.0 -48.6
Germen 6G3 578 456 517 546 45.8 385 27.2 29,2 28.9 -40.5 + 6.1 =35.8
Greek 69 84 99 92 65 5.2 5.6 5.9 5.2 3.4 +12.9 -41.8 ~34.3
Hebrew - - - 49 _ 0.2 0.5 === === ===
Hindi-Urdu -- - - 3 - ———— e —_— 0.2 _— —_—
Hungerisn 4 - - - - 03 ——=  mm— m=— = _— ——— —
Ttalisn 36 47 37 50 48 2.7 3.4 2.2 2.8 2.5 =-19.1 #15.0 ~7.0
Japenese 79 83 54 66 82 6.0 5.5 3.2 3.7 4.3 -46.2 +34.6 -27.6
Korean 10 11 9 5 10 0.8 0.7 0.5 0.3 0.5 =29.2 =-1.5 =30.2
Latin 9% 109 9t 107 67 7.0 7.3 5.4 6.0 3.5 =23.0 =347 —4S9.T
Yongolian 11 11 5 5 3 0.8 0.7 0.3 0.3 0.2 =643 =-47.0 =81.1
Norwegizn 24 21 19 16 12 1.8 1.4 1. 0.9 0.6 ~37.7  ~44.1 ~65.1
Persisn - - - 1 3 —— e === 0.1 0.2 —_— —— —-—
Polish 2 4 8 - 9 0.2 0.3 0.5 -—- 0.5 +215.9 = 0.2 +215.2
Portugigse --— 3 3 2 - — 0.2 0.2 0.1 -—- ——— - ——
Provencal  -- 1 - 6 - - 0.1 - 0.3 - — ——— -
Romenian 2 6 - 4 - 0,2 0.4 === 0.2 == —-— —_— ——
Bussian 191 087 249 226 183 1.5 19.1 14.9 12,8 9.7 + 2.6 =345 ~%3.2
Sanskrit 8 17 20 12 17 0.6 1.1 1.2 0.7 0.9 +96.7 -24.6 +bmmw
(cont'd) o=
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Table 11X

(cont'd)

PRENDS IW UPPER DIVISION AND GRADUATE (300-800) ENROLLMENT IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE
BY LANGUAGE, UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON, AUTUMN 1966 TO AUTUMN 1970.
Rate per 1,000 Juniors,
N Seniors., and Graduates Rate Change (%)
1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1966 1967 _1968 _1969 _1970 66-68 68=70 66=170
Serpo- L
Croatlan 6 9 3 6 6 0.5 0.6 0.2 0.3 0.5 -60.7 +17.1 =303
mwum:wu.mwu. P_mo m...wm N_...__b. b...N@ B,.N_.N WA..@ N@c‘— N\_.o_.N N.Noo NN.@ .I.NnkuoN - mom lwmom
Swedish 26 38 40 44 43 2,0 2.5 2.4 2.3 2.3 +21.4 - 4.7 +15.4
Tamil - 2 - 5 6 - 0.1 — 0.3 0.3 -—
Thei 2 10 7 10 10 0.2 0.7 0.4 0.6 0.5 +176.8 +26.6 +250.3
Tivetan 10 17 23 17 15 0.8 1.1 1.4 1.0 0.8 +481.3 -42.2 + 4.7
Turkish 2 2 2 5 6 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.3 0.3 =21.2 +166.4 +109.9
dutmdwwmtdmmm nb. \_‘U uw A ;— Ooh. Co@ OQN Oo._ ——— IW_‘NoM —— e—
Totels 2,334 2,485 2,190 2,329 2,187 17T7.1 166.3 130.8 131.5 115.8 =26.1 -11.5 =34.6
Jun., Jen.
& Grad. 1%,176 15,000 16,738 17,713 18,888
2
=
O
\l
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Per Thousand Juniors, Seniors, and Graduate Students

Chart II 12
TRENDS IN UPPER DIVISION AND GRADUARE (300-800) BNROLIMENT
IN FOKEIGN LANGUAGE COURSLS, UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON,
AUTUMN 1966 70 AUTUMN 1970.
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Table IIX

FIROLLVMENT TRENDS IN FRENCH COURSES BY COURSE LEVEL, UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON,
AUTUME 1966 TO aUTUMN 1970.

Rate per 1,000

N Freshmen
Lewsl 1066 1067 1968 _ 1969 19170 1865 1967 1968 _1969 1910
400-199 & 2 18 443% 329 68.9 111.9 120.2 67.1 55.5
Frechmen 6,486 6,363 6,554 6,598 5,928 .

Rate per 1,000
iy Sophomores Rate Change (%)
Tevel 1066 1067 190 196G 1970 1966 1967 1068 _1969 _1970  66-68 68-70 66=70

moo,m@mmmme&ﬂ,ogpgpgmmﬂAqu.pamm.gémm.m<m.c #m.p+m.msﬂ>.m-4u.w
ogh. 5,120 5,625 5,722 5,878 5,755

Rate per 1,000
N Juniors and Seniors Rate Change (%

Level 7066 1967 1968 1969 1970 7066 1967 _1968 _1969 _1970 66-68 68=170 606-70 L7
300-499 520 465 403 403 361 67.4 50.1 37.9 36,2 30.3 ~43.7 -20.0 -55.0
Jun-Sen -7,868 9,278 10,632 11,142 11,905

Rate per 1,000
N Graduate Students Rate Change (%)

Level 1066 1967 1968 _1969 1970 7066 1967 _1968 _1969 _1970 66-68 68-70 66=10
Grad. 5,308 5,722 6,106 6,571 6,983
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ENROLLMENT TRENDS IH FRENCH COURSES BY COURSL LLV@L, UNIVERSITY
OF WASHINGTON, AUTUMN 1966 TO AUTUMN 1970.
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Table IV

TRENTS [N UNDIZRGRADUATE FOREIGN LANGUAGS MadOkS BY LALRG

UNIVERSITY oF WASHINGTON, AUTUMN 1965 TC aUTUMN 197"

1965 1566 1967 = 1968 1069.‘& — 1970
Chinese . 7 9 18 13 23 17
Classics 31 23 36 30 23 24
French 174 190 198 - 189 155 107
German 82 90 113 107 95 96
Italian 3 i2 12 10 12 9
Jdapanecse 12 16 15 10 11 10
Latin 13 10 9 6 5 5
Norweglan 7 9 13 12 10 8
Russian 44 28 48 53 63 61
Spanish 104 122 127 123 1C3 110
Swedish 10 10 13 13 11 16
‘Totals 487 539 602 556 511 463

Total A&S

Majors 11,695 12,879 14,915 16,794 17,790 19,311

Rate per 10,000 Undergraduate

Arts & Sciences HMejors

7565 1966 1067 1968 _1969 _1970
Chinese 6.0 7.0 12.1 T.7 12.9 8.8
Classics 26.5 25.6 24.1 17.9 12.9 12.4
French  148.8 147.5 132.8 112.5 8T.1 55.4
German 70.1 69.2 75.8 63.7 53.4 49.7
Italian 5.6 9.3 8,0 6.0 6.7 4.7
Japanese 10.3 12.4 10.1 6.0 6.2 5.2
Latin 11.1 7.8 6.0 3.6 2.8 2.6
Norwegian 6.0 7.0 8.7 T 5.6 4.1
Russian 27.6 29.5 32.2 31.6 35.4 31.6
Spanish  88.9 S4.7 85.1 73.2 57.9 57.0
Swedish 8.6 7.8 8.7 7.7 6.2 8.3
Totals  416.4 418.5 403.6 331.1 287.2 239.8

17

- 16

"
Y
B

Rate Cheange (%%)
65-68 68-70 65-70
+29.4 +13.7 +47.2
~%2.6 =%0.5 =53.1
-24.4 -=50.8 -62.8
- 9.1 -=22.0 -29.1

+13%2.4 ~21.7 +82.0
-42.0 -=13.1 -49.6
—67.2 =27.7 =76.8
+19.4 =42.0 =30.8
-156.1 + C.1 -—-16.1
—-17.6 =22.2 =35.9
- 9.5 + 7.0 - 3.2
-20.5 ~27.6 -42.4
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Table V

TRENDS IN UNDERGRADUATE FOREIGN LANGUAGE ENROLIMENT BY LaNGUAGE, WASHINGTON 8"ATE UNIVERSITY,
AUTUMN 1966 TO AUTUMN 1970.

Rate per 1,000

N Undergraduates Rate Change (%)
1966 1567 1068 1969 1970 1966 1967 1968 1069 1970 66-68 68-70 66=70
French 493 519 457 394 A7 53%.0 53.4 43.3 34.1 33.3  -18.4 -23,0 =3T7.1
German 430 406 383% 354 316 46.3 41.8 36.3 30.7 25.3 =21.6 =30.4 =45.4
Ruccian 73 74 61 €4 55 7.9 7.3 5.8 5.5 4.4 =26.4 =2%.,9 =44.0
Spznish 276 295 3373 %20 %28 29,7 30.4 31.5 27.7 26.2 + 6.2 =16.9 =11.7
Others 3 T 56 41 30 5.7  Te3 5.3 3.6 2.4 = T.0 -54,8 =5T7.9
Totels 1,%25 1,362 1,290 1,173 1,146 142.5 aporé 122.2 101.6 91.6 -14,3 =25.0 =35.7
Uncergr. L
Inroll. 9,296 9,719 10,559 14,549 12,510
]
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Graph V
graduates
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Table VI

TRENDS IN UKD

12

444

GRADUATE FORELIG

U LALNGUA

WASHINGTON FOUR-YEAR STATE COLLE

AT
¥

G

T

4k g

ANROLLMENT BY LAHGUAGE
AUTUMN 1966 TO AUTUMN 1970.

Rate per 1,000

A T
RIS
avas

. AT T TIATY
GOLLEGL,

N Undergraduates Pate Chenre (

1966 1967 1568 1969 _1970 1966 1967 1969 1970 65-68 68-70
C.W.5.C. |
French 165 154 189 195 200 33,8 28.1 30.0 28.2 - 8.9 - 8.4
German 77 106 120 115 146 15.8 19.7% 17.7 20.6 +24.0 + 5.4
Ruseizan 30 27 30 17 20 6.1 %49 2.6 2.8 -20.4 =42.3
Spanish 181 173 195 181 216 37.1 31.6 27.8 3%0.5 -14.3 - 4,1
motals © 453 460 534 508 582 92.8 83%.9 78.1 82.2 - 6,2 - 5.6
m.SJm.Q.
French 140 138 145 228 18% 3%.6 30.5 38.6 28,9 ~-16.1 + 2.5
German 133 135 141 174 138 32,0 29.8 29.5 22.1 -1d.1 =19.7
Russian 58 62 60 8 87 - 13.9 13,7 13.2 13,9 -16.2 +19.0
Spanisn 171 186 201 243 18T 411 41 1 41.2 29.9 - 4.8 =23.6
Others 46 42 30 24 14 11.1 9.3 4.1 2.2 ~47.,2 =61.7
Totais 548 563 577 147 €07  131.7 124.4 126.6 97.0  -i4.T =1%.6
Enroll. 4,162 4,527 5,137 5,902 6,258
YWl D0,
French 275 298 349 352 311 50.6 51.1 40,8 34.% + 4,5 =351 2
Germen 235 196 194 241 214 4%.2 33.6 27.9 23%.1 -32.0 -21.2 6.5
Russian 53 67 42 44 60 9.7 11.5 51 6.5 ~354.8 4+ 2.0 =33.4
Spanish 251 218 216 260 248 46.2 3T.4 30.1 Nm.m -29.2 -18.0 -41.9
QOthers AT 30 53 33 107 3.1 5l 3.8 11.6 +156.6  +44.2 +270 .1
Totels 831 809 854 930 946 152.9 138.7 107.7 102.3 -15.4 -20.9 =331

Enroll. 5,4%6 5,831 6,

604 8,634 9,246

(cont'd)
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Table VI

TRENDS IN UND
VASHINGTON FOUR-YBAR STAT

IRGRADUAYE FOREIGN LANGUAGE B
B COLLEGES,

(cont'd)

sUPUMT 1966 ©T0 AUTUMN 1G70.

Rate per 1,000

HROLIMENT BY LaNGUAGE AND COLLEGZ,

: N Undergraduates Rate Change (&)
1966 1967 1968 19¢9 1970 1966 1967 _1968 1969 1970 66-68 68=70 66-70
COMBINLED .
French 580 580 683 175 698 40.1 27.% 38.2 36.8 30.9 = 4.6 =19.1 -22.9
Germen 445 437 455 530 498 30.7 07.6 25.5 25.2 22.0 -17.2 =13.4 -28.3
Rusgian 141 156 132 139 167 9,7 9.8 T4 6.6 b 24,2 + 0.1 =241
Spanish 603 577 612 684 651 4.7 36.4 34,2 32.5 28,8 =17.8 =15.8 =30.8
Qthers 63 T2 83 57 121 4o 4.5 4.6 2.7 5.4 + 6.7 +15.4 +2% .1
Totzls 1,832 1,832 1,965 2,185 2,17 126.5 115.7 109.9 103.9 94.5 =13.1 =14.0 -2547
Enroll. 14,477 15,838 17,874 21,039 22,586
S
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Table VII

TRINDS IN FOREIGN TANGUAGE ENROLLMENT BY TANGUAGE, WASHINGTON COMMUNITY COLLEGES, 1965-70.%
Rate per 1,000

: e _ Students Rate Chenge (%)

1065-66 1066-69 1970-T1 65-66 68=69 T70=T1 65-68 68-70 65~70
Prench 931 900 735 28.6 16.5 13.2 -42.4 -19.7 -=53.8
German 783 90% 817 24.0 16.5 14.7 -31.% -11.0 = =38.9
Latin 3 0 0 0.1 —— === =100.0 ——== =100.0
Russian 67 32 51 2.1 0.6 0.9 ~71.6 +56.8 =55.4
Spanish 5% 971 1,013 2%.1 17.8 18.2 =2%.,2  + 2.6 =21.2
Others 0 10 12 -—— 0.2 0.2 _—— +18.1 —————

Totals 2,537, 2,816 2,628 C77.9 51.5 47.2 =339 - 8.2 =39.3
Enrollment 32,562° 54,679 55,593

*--Language registrations were obtained Trom the appendix supplied by Richard I. Brod to the
survey by Julia G. Kant, "Foreign Language Registrations in Institutions of Higher
Education, Fall 1968," Foreign Lancuage Annals, %:2, December 1969, np. 247-304.

Total enrollments were taken from the annual document produced by the Washington
College Association and the Eellogg Foundation, Mobility 5f Undergraduate Coliese
Students Between Washingion Colleges and Universities, Aubtumn 1966 through Autumn 1970.

a--The following registration Iigures were not available: Tacoma CC for 1965; Seattle CC
for 1968; Green River, Seattle, Shoreline, and Spokane Falls for 1970. 'These colleges
are therefore not included in the total enrollment figures. Caution should be exercised
in interpreting the 197C data since these omissions amount to about one-third of the
community college enrollment and itrends in Toreign language enrollment at these
colieges may be substantially different from those found in other institutions.

b--These are Autumn 1966 enrcllment figures. Thus the 1965 rates are slightly nnderestimated.
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E\.

27



Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

sudents

o
V]

Per Thousand

Chart VI
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Table VIII

TRENDS IN UNDERGRADUATE FOREIGN LANCUAGE ENROLLMENT BY LANGUAGE,
WASHINGTON FOUR-YEAR:PRIVATE COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES, 1965-70.%

Rate per 1,000

N2 L Undergraduates Rate Change (%)

1965-66 - 1968-89 1970-71 65-66 68-69  70-71 65-68 68-70 65-70
French 1,682 1,221 1,199 101.6 76.8 72.7 -26.4 - 5.3 -28.5
German 1,192 1,075 982 72.0 67.6 59.5 = 6.1 -11.9 -17.3
Greek Lis2 204 192 11.0 12.8 6.2 +16.7 -51.8 ~43.8
Ttalian 264 243 267 15.9 15.3 16.2 - 4,2 + 5.9 + 1.5
Latin 234 141 8z 14.1 8.9 5.0 -37.3 -43.9 -64.8
Russian 78 41 23 4.7 2.6 1.4 -45.3 -45.9 -70.4
Spanish 941 916 811 56.8 57.6 49.2 + 1.3 ~14.6 -13.5
Others 101 67 91 6.1 4,2 5.5 -30.9 +30.9 - 9.6
Totals bvmwbv 3,905 3,557 282.4 245.8  215.7 -12.9 -12.3 -23.6
Enrollment 16,553 15,899 16,492

Hle

—=Lallgnipe oo Letrations were obtained from the appendix supplied by Richard I. Brod to the
survey by Julia G. Kant, "Foreien Language Registrationsin Institutions of Higher
Education, Fall 1968," Foreign Language Annals, 3:2, December 1969, pp. 247-304.

Total enrollments were taken from the annual document produced by the Washington
College Association and the Kellogg Foundation, Mobility of Undergraduate College Students

Retween Washington Colleges and Universities, Autumn 1966 through Autum 1970.

a--St. Martins and Sulpician data were not available for 1970. These colleges are not
irrluded in the total enrollment figures for 1970.

b--These are 1966 enrollment figures.
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Table

TRENDS IN FOREIGN LANGUAL

)
i
LT

GE ENROLIMENT I
WASHINGT

i)

T
Pa

I

1968-69 1970-11

1965-66
URBAN
French 6,388
German 1,651
Spanish 9,361
Others 1,684
Totals 19,084

Enrollment 74,128

SUBCRBAN

Franch 3,136
German 95%
Spanish 2,373
Others 471
Totals 6,933
Enrollment 17,518
KURAL
French 2,082
German 805
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3 hyoo 87
it Lo

.:Hcg“:mzw ma vwo
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382
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hools include

PUBLIC
ON STATE,

Percentage of

Total

SECONDARY 8
1965-T0.%

Enrolliment

65-66 68~69 T0-71

8.6 9.4
Nom \M-m
12.6 9.8
Naw Nc‘“
25.7 28.9
17.9 15.7
m.p \an
13,5 2.7
2.7 1.7
39.6 46.6
7.3 T.4
2.8 2.8
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1.6 0.7
22,2 20.4
(cont'd)
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Table IX

722yDS 1N FORZIGN LANGUAGE ENROLIMEWT IN PUBLIC SECONDARY

Liuaasa

STATEWIDS

French

German
Spanisa
Uthers

Totals
m>oll.

(cont'd)

WASHINGTON STATE, 1965-T0

Percentage of

SCHOCLS BY LOCALITY AND LANGUAGE,

N Total Enrollment Percentage Change
1065-66 1068-69 1970-11 65-66 68-60 70-71  65-68 68-70  65-70
™~
27,029 29,420 27,075 8.4 8.2 T2 - 2.7 -12.1  =14.5
17,320 21,703 22,257 S 6.1 5.9 +12.0 = 2.1 + 9.7
34,673 37,772 37,362 10.8 10.6 10.0 = 2.6 =~5.5 = 8.0
6,486 5,343 4,309 2.0 1.5 1.2 -26.3 =2%.0 ~43.3
85,508 94,238 91,003 26.7 26.3 24,3 -1.5 -7.8 = 9.1
319,938 357,824 374,656
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Table

7-35DS IN FOREIGH LANGUAGE EWROLLMENT IN PUBLIC SBCONDARY SCHOOLS BY CLAL: oD LARNGUAGE
WASHINGTCN STATE, 1965-70.

Percentage of
N (lass Enrollment Percentzse Change
1965~66 1968-69 1970-71 65-66 68-69 70-=T1 65-68 68-70 65-70

7TH_GRADE

French 3,084 3,280 3,361 5.5 5.2 5.2 - 6.1 =-0.3 = 6.0
German 861 1,090 1,610 1.5 1.7 2.5 +11.7  +43.8 +60.6
m.»am.s.mumw mwndmm mv@mmw \vuém“ \N-N*. @um mow -.TN..N.@ almuao ..l‘ﬂbvom
Others 125 67 479 0.2 0.1 0.7 -52.7 +596.5 +229.5
Notals 8,198 10,421 9,571 14.7 16.5 14.7 +12.2  -10.6 + 0.3
Enrollment 655,839 6%,268 64,999 :
8%H GRADE
French 2,530 2,927 2,717 4.6 4,7 4.2 + 2.9 =11.8 -09.2
German 1,010 1,101 1,386 1.8 1.8 2.1 - 3.1  +19.6 +16.0
Spanish 3,247 3,659 4,198 5.9 5.9 6.4 + 0.2 + 9.0 + 2.3
Qthers 177 77 346 0.3 0.1 0.5 -61.3 +3%327.2 +65.2
Totals 6,946 7,764 8,647 12.6 12.5 1%.3% - 0.9 + 5.8 + 4.9
Enrollment 55,112 61,972 65,208
07 GRADE
French 5,387 5,788 5,392 9.9 9.3 8.3 - 6.8 -10.8 -16.9
German 2,908 3,457 3,753 5.4 5.5 5.8 + 3.1 + 3.9 + Tt
Spanish 6,934 7,240 7,848 12.8 11.6 12,0 - 9.5 + 3.8 - 6.1
Others 1,189 635 332 2,2 1.0 0.5 -53.7 -50.0 -76.8
Potals 16,418 17,120 17,325 30.3 7.4 26.5 - 9.6 - 3.  -12.4
Enrollment 54,166 62,460 65,258

(cont'd)
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Table X

N¥DS IN

Frencn
German
Spanish
Others

Totels
Enrollment

11TH_GRADE

French
German
Spanish
Others

Totals
Enrollment

1 2TH GRADE

French

German
Spanish
Others

Totals
Enrollment

FOHEIGN LANGUAGE BNROLLHENT
WASHINGY

IN

{coni'd)

PUBLIC 5B

Percentage of

CONDARY SCHOOLS BY CLASS AlD LARGUAGE,
ON STATE, 1965-T0.

N Class Enrollment Percentage Chanae
1965-66 1068~69 1970-171 £5-66 68-69 T0-~T1 65-68 683-70 65-70
7,506 7,004 6,750 13.6 11.4 10.6 -15.7 - 7.5 —22.1
5,585 6,444 6,352 10.1 10.5 10.0 + 4.2 - 5.4 - 1.5
9,588 8,759 9,277 17.3 14.3 14.5 -17.5 + 1.6 =16.2
2,449 1,735 1,094 L.h 2.5 1.7 -43.4  =31.6  =61.5
25,128 23,742 23,473 45.5 38.8 36.8  ~14.7 = 5.1 =191
55,263 61,207 63,782
5,812 6,561 5,581 11,35 11.4 9.3 + 0.4 -18.6 -18.5
4,739 6,231 5,721 9,z 10.8 9.5 +17.0 -12.1 + 2.8
7,280 7,842 8,0%4 14.2 13.6 13.3 - 4.2 - 2.0 - 6.1
An.Nme Aumm._ 4¢NUW U.abv No@ Nca l@mom Imm-b‘ I.Wm._om
51,263 57,633 60,228
2,565 3,241 2,724 5.3 6.3 4.9 +19.0 ~-21.9 - T.1
2,070 2,736 2,873 4.3 5e3 5.2 +24.5 - 2.4 +21.5
3,144 3,547 3,367 6.5 6.9 6.1 + 6.2 -11.8 - 6.3
795 907 679 1.6 1.8 1.2 + T.4 -30.4 -25.2
G570 10,431 9,643 7.8 203 AT.5 4l -tht s 1.6
48,295 51,284 55,180

O
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Table XTI

COMNPARISON OF w.w.r..__._uHCw.pr,Lﬁb UASHINGTON STALE TRRNDS IH COLLEGRE
FOREIGH LANGUAGH THROLIMENT BY LaNGUAGE, 1965-70.%
Rate per 1,000
i Students Rate Charze (05)

_ 1665-66  1966-69  1970=11 65-66 08=69 TO=T1 6568  66-70  £5=70
French 371,625 388,096 359,313 67.2 51.7 42.4 -23,2 -18.0 =37.0
German 213%,901 216,263 202,569 38., 28.8 23.9 -25.6 -17.1 -28.%
Itelien 22,920 30,359 34,244 41 4.0 4.0 - 2.6 - 0.1 - 2.7
Russian 33,710 40,696 36,189 6.1 5.4 4.3 -11.2 =21.3 =30.1
Spanish 310,340 364,870 389,150 56.2 48.6 45.9 -13.5 ~ 5.6 =18.7
Others® 23,281 32,813 45,752 4,2 4.4 5.4 + 3,7 +23%.5 +28.0
Totals 975,777 1,073,097 1,067,217 176.6 142.8 125.8 -19.1 -11.9 -28.8
Enrollment 5,526,325 7,513,091 8,484,026 .
YLSH. STATEC
French 6,203 5,594 4,083 65.8 42.9 28.6 -32.8 =33.,3 =55.2
German 4,801 5,078 3,849 49,4 38.9 27.0 -21.2  -20.T -45.4
Italian 470 465 426 4,8 3.6 3.0 -26.% -16.2 -38.3
Russien 784 820 658 8.1 6.3 4.6 02,1 =26.6 ~42.8
Spanish 4,044 4,322 3,670 41.6  33.1  25.7 —20.4 -22.4 -38.2

thers 946 1,481 1,122 9.7 11.4 1.9 +16.6 =30.7 =19.2
Totals o 17,248 17,760 13,808 177.5 136.1 96.8 ~23,% =28:9 -45.5
Enrollment 97,164 130,446 142,692

*w-National data were ascsembled from an wnpublished paper by Richard I. Brod,
« ond Julia G. Kant, "Fore
Fall 1968,"

of College Foreign Language Enrolliments-Fall 1970,
Langpusge Registrations in Institutions of Higher Fducation,
Lanmuece Annals, 332, December 1969, pp. 247-204.

ooawwwm@w%dwm zmmwwsmﬁomemembbmsa;mmm Progrem.

Total

[
were teken from the annual document produced by the Washington College Lssociation
of Undergraduate Collese Students Between N

Mobility

Registrations ror

Fore

\ - r
LA Survey
ign
igzn

W, 3vne
[{REAPERRIRSY Y

enroilments Tor

Wea ol

- Loy
LUll wen

the Kellogg Foundation,
Colleges and Universities,
were ohtained from information File:

ftumn 1966 through autumn 1970.

Graduate enrollmen
Universitv of Washington-1971, D. A-1.

(cont'd)

.
:nr.;»u..x-.ww i
4
L

38

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



(cont'd)

a-—0reer and Latin are not inclu.ded in either national or Washingtcn registrations.

Y b--The following Washington registration figures were not available: Tacoma C¢ for 1265
Seattle CC Tor 1968; Green River, Seattle, Shoreline, and Spokane Falls GG, as well as
e institutions are not included in the

St. Martins end Sulvician for 1970. Thes

wzchington State total enrollment figures for those years in which registration data

|1 ]

sre missing.

11ment figures were used for private schools and community colleges for

umn 1966 enro
tion of private schools was not included in any of the

The graduate popula
~ton toial enrollment figures.
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Chart X 29

COMPARISON OF NATIONAL AND WASHINGTON STATE TRENDS I COLLEGE
FOREIGH LANGUAGE ENROLIMENT BY LANGUAGH, 1965-" 2.

Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

b - e £
1965 el 1470
UNILED STATES

40

WalH,

1965 10665 1670

SUATS

180 | Ty - 180
_—
French i ———
German &—1:i
Spanis
] Others
150 t- <4 150
120 ¢ - 720
[49]
EE)
o
©
g
=
4>
%
g 90 4 90
0
3
@)
<
=
&
[
fa¥)
60 f- o4 60
50 - 4 30
b4 B i 8

sudents

L
"

Per Thousand S



ho

Pable XTI

COMPARISON OF HATIONAL AN ﬁ» HINGTON STATE TRENDS IN PUBLIC SECONDARY
qCHOOL FORBIGN LANGUAGH BENROLLMENT I w% LANGUAGE, 1965-T0.%
Percentage of
N _ Total Enrollment Percentage Chang
) 1965=66 1568-09 1970=T11 65-66 68-69 T0=T 65-68 68-70 om 70
Ue D v
Prench 1,586,852 1,685,822 9.7 9.6 - 0.7
German Wﬂwu.\.\ﬂa A....NWu@@..._ Now Na..N +a®oo
Latin 561,445 371,977 3.6 241 -41,2
Suznish 1,83%,960 2,113,004 11.2 12.0 + T
Others 108,184 104,406 0.7 0.6 - 9.8
Totals 4,494,212 4,751,160 27.4 27.1 - 1.2
Enrollment 16,395,550 17,543,239
WASH. STATE
rench 27,029 29,420 27,075 8.4 8.2 T.2 - 2.7 =121 -14.5
German 17,320 21,703 22,257 5.4 6.1 5.9  +12.0 =-2.1  + 9.7
Latin 5,382 2,984 1,744 1.7 0.8 0.5  =50.4 -44.2 -T2.7
thers 1,104 2,359 2,565 0.3 0.7 0.7 +91.1 + %.9 +98.4

Totzls 85,508 94,238 91,00% 6.7 26.3 24.7 1.5 - T.8 9.1
Enrollment 319,938 357,824 374,656
¥__letional Gata were obtained Pwoa Julia G. Kant, "Foreign Language 0% fferings and

Inrollments in Public Secondary Schools, Fall Ammm " Foreisn Language Annals,

%:%, March 1970, »p. A00-476. smmswwm&os dnta were obtained from the Research

Office of the mﬁdme54m;mms+ of Public Instruction for Washington State.
s—-Naotional dats were unavaileble for 1970.
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