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ABSTRACT

This article briefly discusses ways in which the
study of foreign language contributes to the developnient of reading
skills in the speaker's native language. Comments are directed to the
following areas: (1) auditory discrimination, (2) . visual
discrimination, {3) association and insight, (%) the reading process,
(5) expansion of vocabularvy, {6) culture, (7) sound-symbol
relationships, (8) morphological changes, (9) study skills, and (10)
psychological impact. (RL)
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The study of a foreign langusge contributes to the development of reading
skills in initial languege learning in the following ways:

£00 56621

1. AUD.L. . RY DISCRIMINATION

When & second language is taught according to audio-linguzl principles,
the development of the skill of sound discrimination in the student be-
comes & primary goal. This, in turn, leads the student to greater ease
in the 2bility to distinguish beblwcen similar sounds in his moiher tongue.
e.g. too, toe

live, lives

2. VISUAL DISCRILINATION

Vhere an eudio-lingual-visual opprozch to second language leerning is
adopted, the student is trained to observe znalytically the wvisual
stirmli, so that he will discover inductively the meaning:6f the sounds
that accompany the visuel cue. This analytical observation eventually
leads to ease in distinguishing different charscters in reading.

3. ASSCCIATION AIID INSIGHT

Where the visual content is a highly developed, integral psrt of the
second language instructional syslew, the student learns to interpret
pictures. The visval also acis as a cue for memorization and receall,
thercby enabling the student to develop his associative skills.

This sawme device glso gives the student practice in remembering and
retelling & story. This skill can cerbainly be most valuable "=
applied to initial languapge learning, as well as to other o -

In gituetions in which the teacher of & second language sttempts to
j_ convey reaning of new lexical items and grammaticel siructures through

pantomime, realia, synonyms, antonyms end definitions in the second
Ce‘ language, the -students' intuitive ebility is developed.
=

L, THE READING PROCESS o - . . .

Students who have not mastered the rcading process, because of delaye
‘15 reading readiness, can develop it throuzh their second lansuage experience

where the hierzrchy .of listening, speaking, reading and writing is observed
|‘> ' and adhered to. Having become aware of the resding vrocess in the second
O

cu

lancuage, thay can then apply it to their reading experiences in the mother
tongre. Thus, learning a second lenzuaze can encble the student ‘o epproach
‘ the reading process by way of a new route. :
r \)‘ - . ) -t
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EXPAN3ION O VOUADULARY

Teaching students Grecxz and Latin roots and affixes and relating these
to English word fornotion expands the English vocebulary of students in
g uniquely efficient way. The studenl's English vocabulary is also ex-
panded through the situdy of a modern language when the teacher draws
attention to cognates and words derived from that language in English.
e.g. french -~ Journal, cuisine

CUITURE

The novelty of another culture has a stimulating effect upon the student’s
iragination and desire to learn. The multi-etnnic aspects of olher cultures
broaden his cultuvral vista, so that he will becom= more appreciative of
ethnic differences within his own immediate environment. This can also be
helpful in reising the student's own self-concept.

SOUND~SYIMOL RELATIONSHIES

The audio-lingual approach to the teaching of a seccond language recozgnizes
the prirmscy of the spoken word, and, in so doing, develops in the student
a strong awarenass of sound-symvol relabionsnhips from the time of his very
first contact with the written language. VWhen Tthis awareness is developed
in the use of one language, it faciiitetes th= learning of the phonetic
system of another languege.

MORPAOLOGICAL CHANRGES ' -

The recoznition of structural changes, first hrough the auditory sense and
+hen through tiie visual, develops the "langur ‘e sense” of the student,
enabling him to deal more easily with such c¢l... .ges in his native tongue.
e.g2. I am Co- .

He is

STUDY SKILLS

The curulative nature of second language learning is « process which
necessitates constant end systematic study end drill involving =11 L
languaze skills (understanding, speaking, reading end writing). Vhen
once the necessary study habite are established; students tznd to apply
then to other areas of the curriculum. '

PSYCHOLOGICAL IIPACT

Normally, the student coxmes to the study of a 'second lenguage tabula rasa,
in terms of previous knowledge, end yet more mature then when he began the
study of his mother tongue. This provides him with & "new beginning"
which orffers him the opportuniiy to experience success. The taste of
success instills new positive attitudes towards learning in general.
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The contributions of second language learning to the student's command
of communication siills in his first language are manifold. From the
basic steps of listening and speaking to the more advanced levels of
literature, learning experiences in a foreign language reenforce and
eriance leerning in the mother tonguc.

Eleanor L. Sandstrom
Director of Foreign Lengueges )
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