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An institute was offered at Rockhurst College to give

high school and college educators an intense and extensive contact

with cinema in all of its aspects--filmmaking, thematic analysis, use
in curriculum, Hollywood production, direction, independent

filmmakers,

library usage, script-writing, booking, programming, and

the actual viewing of short and feature length films. Fifty-eight

high school and

college educators who had little or no experience

with film study participated. Twenty-four feature films and over
sixty short films were screened, and lectures were given by guests
from all over the country. Four courses were offered: Marshall
McLuhan and communications media in general, filmmaking classes and
the problem of censorship; the relation between f£ilm and literature
as well as the college teaching of cinema-critique courses; and the
relationship of cinema to ethics, cultural values, television

advertising,

and revolution. Each participant also took part in the

creation and execution of an amateur f£ilm and developed his own plan
and program for inplementing film education at his school or college.

(JY)



o
o
e
O
(Y
o
Q
Ll

v

ROCKHURST COLLEGE

FILM INSTITUTE

director: Rev. Rovbert R. Lakas S.d,
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4 REPORT ON GRANT ACCOUPLISHHENTS

Backrould

In the past few years it had become increasingly evident that film

and the motion picture industry had a great deal to offer the country

LAl b -

in terms of hwmanistic education. At the same time it was neceéssary to
2dnit that film's vast potentiality was surpassed only by formal educatvion's

secemins incapacity to deal with it in any organizcd fashion or to benzfit

e e

from its imnense power. This seemed to be especially the cace vith respect

. -

to the middle-western section of the United States.

-

¥ith this in mind, a proposal was ofiered to the fational Zncovrnsnt

i
L3

for the Humenities. 4n institute would be offered at Rockimurst College
for the purpose of saturating high-school and college educators with film=—

. experience. The hope was to provide an intense buv extenslve contact with
‘cinema in all of its aspecis —- film-making, thematic analVSis, usage in
curricula, hollywood produCtion,'direction, independent film-makers, library
asage, sc:iotdvriuinv, booking, programming, and the actual viewing of
snort and feature-length filas,

The tarzet group agreed upon was high-school and college teachers and
adminisirators from the mid-west (iissouri and the eight contiguous states)

wno pad little or no experience with film-education. This was somewhav

— — —

(altno gh nov seriously) modified by the nature of the actual grant received.
Since travel and .housing costs could not be paid by the endovment grant,
a"oro“_ﬁately half the partiCipant enrollment'was from the immediate Kansas
City area. DNonetheless, in the 58 partiCioants selected,29 cities in 9 states
were represented as well as 30 high schools and twenty colleges. Twenty of
tho partic ipants were also in soiie form of administrative office. The number
of students which will be ultimately reached (as well as adults tiroush

continuing education) by those attending is, needless to say, considerable.
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Project ictivities

»The guphasis of tne Institute was placed upon the viewing and evaluzting
(and, uw-on the recepvion of a §750.00 grant from the iiissouri bo¢n01l on the
Arts, on film—iaking. Thus on every day of the three weeks, including week-
ends, tiwcre was al least one major f£ilm oresentation with sg%e informal and
Toraal discussion. 'Twenty-four feaature rilis were screened (including films
from 1525 to 1970 and from everﬁ major_filmrproducing country), four of which
were directed vy Federico Fellini who was the subject of more ex tended study
darlng trhe second week of the program. Over sixty short films were shown,
-1ftvaoqo of which were rental-free from the Kansas City Public Library.

(As uenuloned in the financial reports, four of the library films were svolen,
among others, during the third week. )

As an aid in understanding cinema and the motion picture industry, lectures

were given oy guests from all over the country: Sidney Luiet (¥ew York), director

of over ten maJor films; John Walsh S.dJ. (St. Louis), director of television

and dranma, Fell¢n1 expert; Robert Altman (HOLSuon —— tele-lecture), director

1

of this year's Cannes Film Festival Orand Prix Winner, M2i.S.H.; Rev. Peirick

-~

Sullivan S.d. (Hew York) President of the Netional Catholic Cffice of ilotion

ry

ictures; Dennis - ilcGuire (Polljwood-mew York), writer of sc”eenplavs, including

P

d of the Road; and Benjamen Liloert S.J. (iilwaukee), independent fiim-maker.

Sp~01a1 coursea‘were offered by the feur faculty members from two until four

eveLSY alternoon. Lhere'were four senaraue courses that the participants could

select for the first'week; these same courses were offered as a second cycle
during the secnd week, thereby keeping the afternoon class sessions to small
groups (15 members or, under) The four faculty members concentrated cn different
arezs in their "courées" aS'well as in their magor lectures to the entire group
during wne eVenings of the second and thlrd'weaks. Sister Bede Sullivan's

specialty was Marshall MCLuhan and commnicaiions media in general; Father

Vezcauls concentration was in film~making clgs ses and the problem of censorqnln,

3



Patner Lzkas's specilal area was tle relation between film and literavure
as well ag the college teaching of 01nena—cr tique courses; ir. Kavanaugh's
orientztion was more philosophical, relating cinema to ethics, culiural

values, television advertising, and revolution.

Halfvray through the Inétitute, the second wajor emphasis was stressed ——

Tk at of filn-~making. Xach participant took part in the creating and exscution
of zn maateur fi.a (in groups of five or less = twenty-two filﬁs:were actually
made). Each of the faculiy uempars, as well as‘the part-time faculty wiemoer
(Sister .ary Catharine, who has had much experience in film-riaking, expscially
with Junior Hiwh gactto studenis) advised the various groups. As is pointed
out in the participent evaluation and our ovm evaluation, this part of the
orogram coculd have been more advantageously structured and-started earlier.
Nonet neless, this was one of the nost successful aspects of tne TYOgraii.

' Pinally, during the last'week, each of the participanis developed hms
own plan and program for lmpllmentmnc film education 1n his educatlonal
institution. These schema have been Yeroxed and 1ncluded as pert of our

report.

Results

The most imaediate result is that the Institute took place. Local
newspaper:en and businessmen were impressed and excited by ke nature of

“he program and the distinguished visitors. aAll of the visitors, on the

[

onrer hand, mentioned that the Tnstitute was one of the most impressive,

thorough,'and-extensive'they nad seen. Influential but inexperienced educators

frox fifvy different educational institutions had been reached, Of the people

ta» ing the course for credit, forti-four curriculun proposals and sugrestions

Ters ozfered, 411 of the participants were given articles on library-Iilm

cooneration, student film-making, short~film bibliographies, distribution

1 .
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and rental cost lists, cinema-took annotated bibliographies. #lunst one

rundred Films were seen; twenty-one short films were made wnich could oe
brov.ght back tc their schiools; film—directors,\§criptwriters, critics, and

a psychoanalyst-Iilm-critic were consulted on a open discussion basis.

Jhe long-term resulos will be more difficult to estimate. One

follow-up letter is plaaned for sending to the participants at the end of

in their curricula. Subsequent to that letter, a questionaire-aand nore

.distant-range eveliation will be sugzested at the end of the first semester

in Jaruary or February. Until that time, it will be impossible to determine
specific "“spin-offs" from the Film Institute.
“iote: the different curricula plans gs well as varving material given

to the varticipants are all included in our full revort vpdckage. Flease

I3
D

anke specizl note of the finel scnedule for the Institute in order to see
tre structure aﬁd accomplishments of the actual program itself during the
three weasks.

in General, Wwe now have fiftyheith educators in the mid-west azd
esoecially the iissouri-¥ansas area whomhavé both.positions of relative
izportance in their schools and strategic - significance in many of the
smaller towns and communities asd who are able to impliment film education
within the context of the ﬁumanities for secondary, higher, and continuing

-

education. TFor many of them, it has been their first film experiexnce; for

b

all of them, we can be sure, it will not be their last.

. N

L] . K
311 of the participants in the Institute maintained that a vrogram such .
ss this must be continued, and perhaps on two levels: a) & repetition of this

sare Institute and b) the initiation of a higher leval of study and film-making.

The second level seems st this time to be out of the question. A repetition

3

e direaNesa . ait v deade

e el

ceqlffE i it e LS e



{
:
s

Report: pare five

of 2 sipilar Iastitute nexwe swiier might well be possivle, espacinlly in
tne light or expeficnce gained as faculty and administrators of the nrogram.
Peoplz in tnv £iln industry have already exv”esscd interest; a group in

St. LoaiS'vould like to consider such a program tnere; many who did not

attend this surmer expressed a desire to do sc next jear; all of the faculty

1

neapers were enthusiastic about a renctition of the Institute.

There are twwo 1mmed1ate problems. 1) It could not be orfiered without

a grant. This program quite siiply would not have been off fered iwithout

the Mational Endownment. moreover, if it could not be offered witn the

s A}

resources, the intensivy, and_the expanse as it had this susner, the benefibs

of tre institute would be so limited as to be nesligible. (ionethe ess, it

L=

srouid oz noted that many of the participants Said that tea cH rs, upon hearing

o thz quality of the program, would certainly be'willingfto p¢v e tuition
for sach a course.) 2) The second problem deals wiih th 20 two administrators.

3ince the proeram began immediately after the spring semester, it was an

ng
xhausting experience in structuring, planaing, tudgeting, booking, mailing,
and secretarial work. Neither of the directors at the present time ieel
up to ofrfering the program next summer, It often involved 15-16 hour work—
days. Yonetneless, scume pos ioilities su,gest themselve
a) searching for dwo directors to handle the grant pronosal, planning,
and administration.
b) having a four-hour-per-day personal secretary for the dirscuors.
c) realizing that a great deal of the tiue and enerzy was csused by
the fact it was the first time in administration for either of
the directors aﬂd the Tirst time such an institute was oifered

A GCOElulon next year would not approach the difficulty and aouot
of the rfirst tinme,

F

* et

Parsonal Evaluationcand Sugcestion of Changes {an evaluation by the partici
2= N
- is 1ncluded as an ano=ndix)

Only negative points of evaluation and chanve are here suggesied.

1. baihing of initial brocnures shoula be Mﬂlleu as early as possidle
st least by late Harcn. The mailing list should also be broader
in scone, ani an effdri should be made to waii the brochures to
particular teachers. ﬁs

pants
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2. Inme grant budgat proposal should include 5750 = 1000 for film-making.
Tt gouid zlso include board and travel cxpenses for tne faculiv.
-Aitiouen not necessary, it would oz helpful - especially for saall
torn toachors with Tamilies -— L0 aave sone stipend or at lcast “ravel
exmense for the particinants.

3. Filp-mokine should begin after the first thres days. There should be
T rilianc room for the use of participents in editins, titling,
aniaation, etc. All machinery should be insuvred (in ea itenized policy).
4 new film-processing conmany should be used, :ore editors, czaeras
and smzll vrojectors- snould oe rented (devend'ing uson the siza of

.-

a grant or the possibility of a laboratory fuo).

L. AIL FILsS WHICH ARE RENTED FOK VIZHINC SHOULD BT THSURED I AK ITEIIZED
TNSUR=NCE POLICY. e had §3,000.00 worth of film stolen.

5. sore film-book publishers should be contzcted for displays, and at an
earlier date.

os ire institate should be four wecks long. This is sugrested
tier film-makine possibilities and greater intimacy among t

he

LR ¥ )

ct

7. Altrhough threc parties were given for the group, such parties migit
be offered on campus -~ at the cost of the grent—fund and tre nost-college.

-

R A

Additional Information

The grant and insiitute received excellent putlicity from the Kans=s

Cizy Newspaspers. (One festure article on Sidney Lumet iz included in the

foiden)
A grant of $750.00 weas received from the Lissouri Council of the Arts.
Zlthough the funds themselves have not arrived as yet, the Council has been

mcst helnful ——- especially Sister iary Catherine as a pa.t tisze faculty wember.
- ' ’

Gifts of private screenings (or reduction rates) were contributed by

Jocal ..otion Picture Corporations and theater chains. ~
The Kansas City Public Library was most helpfl in planning the
prograns of short films. A list of sane of the films shown is included

as an apvendix, .
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e A e e e L



Rennris pare Loven

Pinal Statement on the Tmnortance of the Project and brief susmary

I one's coal is to enhance and reinforce the humanities on a lovel
-that is.both broad in perspective and penctrating in depth --- in other
words, on a level that will reach into the li&es of many people, it will
become increasingly evident that one must deal with bo:h the media and
the education system at large. Film in particuler ir a cultural and
national force in that iv haips mirror national self consciousness and
takés part in molding future images - man (especially as excawlified in
literature, drama, art, and television). Education and educators must
deal with such a cultural phenomenon:.and they must have the criticzl

and creative instruments by which they can enlist the potentialities

5 ’,)

o the film media. Education, as a living organic structurs, vhrough

@

tezchers and administrators, must learn the language of c%ﬁema so as not
to fear it, ignore it, or feel mmpelled to compete with.it.. Fila is

& new language; and.as such, it is not a competitor. Rather it is an
enhancesent of man's understanding <f and spesaking about himself.

Such were the theoretical specifics of the goal of "An Institute-on
Literacy in the Language of Film;"

Practically, such goals entailed two necessitiés: (a) “reading" the
language: seeing countless films, discussing them, reading books, speaking
with filmrmakers,‘thematically analyzing directors and (b) Uspeaking" the
language: the actual making of films, experiencing the gzoup effort of
. film vroduction, learning the feel cf phe camera, the lenses, the lighting
mechsnisms, shd discovering the hidden Wg.ammar" of editing, sound tracks,

. .

and ﬁontage.

The goals and the practical. necessities, it séems,'were met with corisiderzble
. _ . .
success. Fiftyhsevén educators, who had not had much previous exposure to

£ilm, learned film's language ~— frezding" it and “speaking" it. They have

sz2n its cultural and naéional'implicatica§;_phey have become familiarized

with it; and they have planned to impliment its power in their own educational

institusions. If this is indeed the case, the Institute has accomplisied much.

-
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Note: After conferring with the faculty members and the Dirscior
> 3

the Assistznt Director of the Insiitute mzde out this iescort to the Hational
fnd .

Tndowaent. FHopefully from these reflections a future article will emerge

vinich could be.publishsd in an educational quarterly.

;or Rev. Robert R. Lakas S.d.

John Francis Kavanauch S.J,

u-&
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Please address cor*esoondencp corn cernln?

this report to ir. Jorm Xaveznaugh S.d.
Saint Louis Lnxver81t7
3701 Lindell
St. Louis, :iissourl

63108
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