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ABSTRACT | ‘

paralleling the growing use of -the black comnunity as
a sociological laboratory, a novemeat for self-determination by o
hlacks has been gaiming momentun. Self deternination is here defined
as the power of black people to decide what should be researched in:
their community, why, and by whom, and the desire for it has grown.
hecause researchers gemerally: 1) use a common {middle class) frame
of re ‘erence; 2) lack knowledge and consideration of the historical
paraneters that affect those researched; and, 3) fail to use obtai~ed -

.data. for the betterment~o£;thewshhjec£5g;HﬁCh;researchwisﬂconddC*

in{thefblack;comnuniﬁy.that h§s;abgqtherffﬁncti@n#thanﬁtq;prOEC;e
social and economic interests of. the researcher. The tradition .
' scientific racism, which began during the time La
‘the status and treatpent of blacks, is still being used to support
erroneous assumptions about plack people. The exploitat

- , mptions about hlack people. The itation of blacks
by white researchers can be diminished in several ways: 1) imclude =~
blacks in the formulation and execution of research projects; 2) make.

‘the practical application of research results an integral part of
"reseatchLdesign:_3)=compel4tég&dﬁé&ér53tbfinfotmathe;pOpnlationuof:
research results in understandable terms; and, 4) require white
researchers to acquaint themselves with the black culture before
attempting to conduct research.. {(JLB) |
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f;The black;ﬂommunlty has become a huntlng ground for

‘11v1ng ‘laboratory,

researchers,
“;ﬁ;.f a : rn; is fbllowed 6y bothrthe ind

ial problems.. A definlte

Lack: people;ar ‘”:Ef"ffﬁ"fﬁflfi: ver; the forces T
whrch affect the1r destlnles. Blacks hre show1ng 1ncreas1ng con
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over the misuse of research within their community; too often, topics S
selected for research are in no way relacted to their needs. e

"Self-determination” is here defined as the power of black people o
to decide what should be researched in their community, why, and by whom.

Webster defines research as 'investigation or experimentation aimed
at the discovery and interpretation of facts, revision of accepted
theories or laws in the light of new facts, Or Ppractical application of
such new or revised theories or laws.' But what passes for research in
the black community is, all too often, the collection and perpetuation
of falsehoods by persons who tenaciously hold to what they define as
"eruth"--that which they know to be true because they hold firmly to it.
Further, new research is often nothing more than the rediscovery of old
falsehoods and stereotypes, the repetition of which supports their sup-
posed validity. Suc'. myths are not only false, they are damaging to
black people. Unforturately, those who are moSt instrumental in this
distortion of facts are often the most highly credentialed and influ-
ential people in our society.

The collection and repetitiom of falsehoods and myths about black
people has a long history in this country. Since the beginning of the
eighteenth century, the biological and social Sciences have suffered
from a preoccupation with research designed to establish and support
various theories of race. For the most part this research has been
racist; it has deliberately supported assumptions of the ruling majority.
Tts purpose has been to prove the superiority of some races and the.
inferiority of others. = T SO

Prior to the early 1700s Americans felt no need to formulate scien-
tific theories accounting for,alleged qualitative differences between
ethni@*grépps}*“ThéAfirstﬁbla¢kf:éopleﬁwhéfcamﬁ;téfthié?qquntfy were
n°t7315vé§%*5ﬁffiﬂdéﬁtﬁ?édTééfvaﬁts*ﬁhOEE?éfatuévWas“thé”samp as that
of many of the first’ hites 'to arrive:: Mawr "o berween white aid
lack indentured servan place without fear oi contaminating the:
"'pure white race.'” o1 indis-

* became popular. '’ “fé_l,””h, 170" justify’ the status and treatment

qf”blackﬁ,andﬁlndiéné;

“ e-races.

, ! 1:used ,91,lass;foand%quaiifY$ﬁﬁ" races."
ffirstxwasrbasédaon?ﬂfacialFiineameﬁtsﬁaﬁd»bOdecdnfo;matidhs;ﬂﬁviThe

" Many methods ‘have been:
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next thecry to gain recogaition was based on skin color with ''the white
race as the morm."3 Blumenbach collected crania from all over the world
and developed a system of classification based on these specimens. He
concluded that the Caucasian cranium was larger than the Ethiopian
cranium, and therefore the Caucasian must be superior in imntellect.
Around the end of the eighteenth century an English physician introduced
the idea of the "multiple origin of races." 1In his opinion, the Negro
was "an intermediate species between the white man and the ape."6 This
argumei.: of separate origin was used repeatedly, in later years, in de-
fense ot slavery. There were other theories based on hair type, size

of sex organs, and climate. All of these theowies attempted to explain
character and cultural traits as hereditary and to support the assumption
of white superiority.

The evolutionary theory of Charles Darwin had a great impact on
contemporary theories of race. His work, however, did not discredit
the notion that some races are superior to others. Darwin's theory was
used to support the doctrine of white supremacy, since proponents of
this doctrine could now claim that blacks were not as advanced in their
evolutionary development as whites. The -theory of biological evolution
sventually led to theories of social evolution.  These theories allowed
racists to label not only people, but entire societies, as "primitive"
or "backward.'/ Such theories were also used to justify immigration
laws which ¢iscriminated against those peoples who were . judged to be
inferior.  Tater, with the advent of imperialistic expansion,. race
theories were used to justify thefsﬁbjugation'of‘people by force.. ‘Race
theovies added strength for those who preached the supremacy of Anglo-
Saxons and their eventual "domination of the world."8 o

Theories of race have had no success. in @ -~ ' ag Aifferences of
character, tempev~ 3! :d intelligence among .wuplesS. =OF the most .
part these theories, many{ofﬁwhiChfwere frankly racist or else inter--

‘pretedito suppoft&racist‘glaims;hhavéhbecome,t601s,fogﬂexploitation,and
“discriminatidnﬁ:?IhﬁghegigzosH.aﬁteﬁptéfwe;é made by scholars: to.dis-
credit’such racist: theories.: ortunately; however, the tradition of
Sqienfific"raciém¥isﬁétiiif 0 :suppc rroneows assumptions:
about black people.:. i A SRR

The best example of theféonf;nuatidﬁ,of»ﬁhisttraditioa into modern
times may be seen in scfcal1ed{cqmpensatoryféducation. - Many studies
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have been conducted for the sole purpose of showing that the failure of
our schools in the black community is due to the low educability of the
black child. Whether the issue be one of genetics, diet of the mother,
father's occupation, social class, or anything else perceived as affect-
ing cognition, the doctrine of white supremacy is always detectable in
this type of research. Often, there is no limit to the manipulating of
data and the misuse of the scientific method to obtain significant re-
sults that will prove right those who are strongly committed to a par-
ticular hypothesis.

The work of Carl Bereiter and Siegfried Engelmann may be cited as
a prime example of this misuse of the scientific method. They are
advocating a theory of verbal deprivation as the reason for the failure
of black children in school. For example, Bereiter and Engelmann write
that, because of his lower class origins, the "disadvantaged' child
""has not learned the language rules that are necessary for defining con-

cepts, for drawing inferences; for asking questioms, and for giving
explanations.

Bereiter and his associates are doing their best to convince teachers
and other groups that black children have only a "primitive notion of
the structure of language,'" that "the language of culturally deprived
children...is not merely an underdeveloped version of standard. English,
but is a basically non-logical mode of expressive behavior' which -
sists primarily,ofugestures'and:"badly,éqﬂnetted;words,br_phrase -
Furthermore, Beneiter and his colleagues claim that 'culturally depiiveu
children do not' just ttink at an immature level: many of them do not
think at all.'"10 R o e

William Labov, a linguist at Columbia{Uniyersity;who has studied

the: language of lower class black youth extensively, has: found that . -
there 'is no. factual basis for the verbal deprivation. theories. 'Labov .
' has shown conclusively that the:language.spoken by blacks is regular,
of standard-English

claim: that the langiliage: -‘child ~ -al
Labov. points out ‘that 'If there is a fail gic

surely in the approach of the:verbal deprivation theo
~in'the mentalgabilitieSijithéﬁchildreﬁfédhcérnéd

s

riSﬁs;trather than

Labov's. position is
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advantaged Child. ERIC ED 020 002, May 1968. ‘
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supported by tape recorded conversations in which black youths who
speak ''mon-standard" English, and who were perceived as being slow
learners by school personnel, present tightly reasoned arguments con-
cerning the nature and existence of God. As Tabov observes, "Bereiter
and Engelmann,:[Martin] Deutsch and [Arthur] Jensen are giving teachers
a ready-made, theoreti -  basis for the prejudice they already feel
against the lower-cla.. - -:3ro child and his 1anguage."11

The work of Bereir:: , Ingelmann, and their associates is typical of
the approach the white x. ircher usually takes when studying the black
community. If the white researcher perceives a need for change, he
rries to obtain data. that will help impose middle-class values upon
blacks. As the sociologist Walter B. Miller has observed, the white
researcher will use such terms as '"'the middle-class neasuring rod" .or
the "core culture" as key terms in treating lower-class culture. This
of course leads *o a picture cf the lower-class culture as a "defecxtive
variant or imperifect reflection of middle-class culture."

Miller continues:

A further extrapolation from this starting position produces
the view that the basic problem of the lower-class child is-
that of "coming to terms' with the '"'dominant' middle-class :
‘culturdl system.as exemplified and supported in the -schools,
‘courts, and social agencies.l_ ’ T e e

Many behavioral scientists speak of "cultural pluralism" when it is
convenient to demonstrate a respect for the validity of differing ethnic
‘traditions and values. In reality, however, pluralism exists.in. the
mind,ofuthegfeSéafcherfonlygin;termg,ofrpolar;extxémesefthefQnormativeﬂ
 or middle class.and the 'deviant' or lower class. - | 3
_cally perceives only a need to discover ways in which to make: the..
S Mdeviant" normali ol i cen e G L Lo

' “The 'researcher: typi-

s Eoasible. "
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is well known that, whether ‘pure" or '"applied,' most research is, at
best, able to bring about small advances. Only a very choice few of all
researchers can ever be effective agents of change that will better their
society. The point is that blacks are not making demands for instant
cures of all their socioclcgical and psychological problems. Rather,

they are demanding self-determination in regard to research in the black
community. Further, blacks are primarily concerned with applied research
that is addressed to their immediate needs. There is litctle tolerance
for the acquisition of knowledge for knowledge's sake while critical
social problems remain unsolved.

A great deal of research is conducted in the black community that
has no other function than to promote the social and economic interests
of the researcher.l3 Such research is worse than useless because the
economic deprivation of one segment of the population is used to advance
the economic interests of another. This exploitation of blacks by white
researchers can be diminished in several ways. Of first importance is
the requirement that blacks be included in the formulation and execution
of research projects. Because of the uniqueness of the black experience,
blacks are by far the best qualified people to delineate their own needs
and goals. Blacks do not shun the expertise of white professionals; in
fact, they welcome it. However, white researchers cannot determine the
research problems because most whites are totally unfamiliar with. tke
black experience.  Furthermore, the perception of whites is tainted by

racist attitudes permeating the entire society. The presence of black

people on white research projects would make less likely the racist use
of the scientific method discussed earlier. o e g i

Second, 'services should be an integral part of research. Facts and
figures ‘are of noivélue“inﬂthémsélves;,'Thus;ﬁréSeafChersfmu$t bé'will;
ing to -determine, as part of their initial research design; how the™ "~

resulqsfofftheirfreseafch-can%bé1bf3usevtoﬁtheir_subje;ts. ‘

'v_SHQuld;'of éourse;Tbe instrdﬁenta1 in this decision. -

' .Too often, research findings are not x
used By whites because whites never intended to use their dat
fit those who were ressarched. Results are not used by blacks :for ey
_several reasons. Often | ither not made available to

blacks or they: are: argon’ that noiuse can:be. ’ -
~ made of them:. - 'Researche hou pe o “inform:the:population - -
Of the results of researchiin terms they can understand. 'Research find-

ings should not bnlyfbe”fePOrtediin“eébtéric»prbfeSSioﬁal'journals5fbutj

to the layman as well. Provided with information that they can under-
'stand, black people can.and willkbeginrto;yiew,problems,gs mattersjwhich

‘they can do something about.

C. W. Thomas
New Black Ethit." 'The American Behaviorial:Scientist,

- 38-42.
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Finally, white researchers should try to acquaint themselves with
the values, customs, and other psychological and sociological variables
of blacks hefore attempting to conduct research. It is mot difficult
for the white researcher to become acquainted with the black experience;
there already exists a large literature on this subject. The white
researcher has no choice but to discover all that he can, or face open
hostility and rejection from those he hopes to study.

In conclusion, black and white scholars involved in social research
must challenge the ceaturies-old misuse of knowledge and power. New
research, as well as the reinterpretation of research done in the past,
should be based upon a new perspective; a perspective that uses the

scientific method to effect advances in society, rather than to sub jugate
and dehumanize.

[AFuiToxt Provided by ERl










