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This report presents the results of a survey that

attempted to assess the nature and extent of minority group
participation in the graduate prograsas at Michiganr State University
for the 1969-70 academic year. Nimority group status was defined as

membership in 1 of 3 groups: Black American, Nexican American, and

Indian American.

The number of minority group graduate students in

each departuent is enamerated, and information is presented on: (1)
the nature of financial aid offered them; (2) the area of the country
from which these students received their most recent degree; {(3) how
these students came to MSU; arnd (4) the number of these students who
are expected to receive their advanced degree during the 1969-70
acadesic year. In addition, the report presents data on each graduate
department's efforts in recruiting minority group studeats, the
provision of tutorial help when peeded, and the number of minority
group faculty members in each department. {(AF)}
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Introduction

The purpose of rhis research report is to present the results of a
survey conducted by the Center for Urban Affairs.l This survey was aimed
at assessing the nature and the extent of minority group participation in
the graduate programs at Michigan State University for the 1969-70 academic
year. For the purposes of this survey, minority group status was opera-~
tionally defined as membership in one of three groups: 1) Black American,
2) Mexican American, or 3) 1Indian American. The primary concern of this
survey was to enumerate the minority group graduate students at Michigan
State University as well as to ascertain such additional information about
these students as 1) the nature of financial assistance offered them,

2) the area of the country from which these students received their most
recent degree, 3) how these students came to Michigan State University, and

4) the number of these students who are expected to receive their advanced

FE N

degree during the 1969-70 academic year.
" Also included in the survey were questions which scught to characterize
each graduate department's efforts in the recruitment of minority group

students and in the provision of tutorial help when needed. The enumeration
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of faculty members belonging to these minority groups was also an objective of
the study.
Based on the aforementioned goals, a questionnaire was developed and sent

to all Michigan State graduate department chairmen who were given the responsi-

bility of compiling the requested information for their department. Therefore,
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the accuracy of these data in characterizing a given department and college
rests with the chairman of each department in that college and this report
is only as credible as the data received from each department. However, we
do believe that the results reported herein present an accurate picture of
minority group participation at Michigan State University. The limitations
an’ potentiality for error which may result from this manner of collecting
data are acknowledged and should be considered in the interpretation of the
results.

The response of the departments was Very encouraging. Of all the grad-
uvate departments at Michigan State University, only two -- the Department of
Journalism and the Department of Elementary and Special Education -— did not
prcvide the requested information.

Results

Number of Minority Group Graduate Students

Determining the number of graduate students for each of the three minor-—
ity groups was done on both the departmental and the college level. These
data are self explanatory and are presented in tables la, b, c, and 2a, and b.
The results include the total number of graduate students, as well as a breax—
down of the total number into the number of master's candidates and doctoral
candidates.

Black American graduate students constitute approximately 3.33%2 of all
graduate students at Michigan State Dniversity. The total number of graduate
students —— 7019 =-—- upon which this percentage is based, is not, however, an

exact figure. 1In addition to possible reporting érrors, this total does mnot
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include the students in the two departments that did not respond, nor does
it include those students whose departments responded but were unable to
provide a figure for their total number of graduate students. The percent-
ages, then, can only be considered estimates of these values, and they are
more likely over—estimates rather than under-estimateé given the nature of
the aforementioned problems. The best estimates available indicate that
there are 234 Black Americans, 1 Indian American, and 44 Mexican American
graduate students at Michigan State University.

[See tabies la, 1b, and Z, pages 8 - 15]

Table 3 is a graphic comparison of the relative number of master's and
doctoral candidates in each of the three minority groups as well as in the
total graduate earollment group.

. [See Table 3, page 16]

The percentage of all the minority group graduate students expected to
receive an advanced degree during this academic year is given in table 4.

[See Table &, page 17]

Background Information on the Minority Group Students

In looking at minority group students, omne variable of interest is the
Jocation of the institution from which these students received their most recent
degree. Table 5 summarizes this information. TForty-four percent of the Black
American students received their most recent degree from 2 midwestern college
while 32.92 received degrees from southern colleges. The largest percentage
(22.7Z) of the Mexican American students received their most recent degree

from a Big Ten University. The interesting point to note, however, is that the
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majority of the minority students at Michigan State University did not come
here from this or another Big Ten University.
[See Table 5, page 18]

Table 6 indicates the different ways in which minority group students
ertered Michigan State graduate programs. The majcrity of these students
apolied for themselves, although a growing number of Black American and Mexican
American students were recruited by ﬁichigan State primarily becsuse of their
minority group status. The problem encountered in interpreting these results,
however, is that pertinent information is lacking for a substantial number of
the students.

[See Table 6, page 19]

Support Received by Minmority Group Students

Approximately 55.5% of the Black American graduate students and 43.2%Z of
the Mexican American graduate students are receiving f{nancial aid in one form
or another. The exact mature of this financial aid is given in table 7. How-
ever, the figures indicated in this table are conservative estimates, in that
this information was not available fer a large number of the students.

[See Table 7, page 20]

One important aspect of graduate education is the extent to which a student
may work with facuicy members in his own specific area of interest. Table 8
indicates the percentage cf gréduate students working with faculty members in
their degree programs. These results indicate that the percentages are fairly
consistent across the different groups, the only possible exception being that
55.7Z of the Black American master degree candidates are working with the faculty

as compared to 71.8% of the total master degree candidates.
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[See Table 8, page 21]

partments and Graduate Faculty

Of the departments responding, 61.82 indicated that a special recruit-
.nt effort for Black American students exists; 16.3Z of these departments
ydicated a special recruitment effort for Mexican American students; and
+.3% indicated this for Indian American students. These results are sum~
yrized in Table 9. Again, the fact that a large number of departments did
yt provide the required information must be kept in mind when interpreting
te results. Information as to the nature of these recruitment efforts is
resented in Table 10. Here, too, the problem of incomplete data must be
aken into consideration.

[See Tables 9 and 10, pages 23 and 24]

The departments were also asked if special areas of study or courses
risted within their department where minority group Students <could concen-
rate on problems of interest particular to their ethnic background. Of the
7 departments responding to this question, 18 indicated that this was the
ase whi .e 14 said that the questior was not applicable tuv their area, €.g.,
hysics, chemistry and statistics. Of 48 departments responding to the question
n special tutorial assistance, 21 ipdicated that such programs were in opera-
ion in their department for the minority group students needing them. Again

large number of departments did not respond to this item.

Tables 11 and 12 indicate the total number of faculty members in each
raduate department and college as well as the number of those faculty members
hose ethnic background in Black American, Mexican American, or Indian American.
able 11 summarizes these results for the departments, while Table 12 does so

or the colleges. (It should be pointed out, however, that certain departments
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are listed jointly with several colleges. These are included in this data

only once, in that college where they are officially listed by the University.)
Because all departments did not returm the information requested, the total

and percentages are necessarily incomplete. Based on the available irnformation,
it is estimated that there are 17 Black Americap and 3 Mexican American grad-
uate faculty members at Michigan State University.

[See tables 1l and 12, pages 24 - 29]

Summary

A survey of all graduate departments at Michigan State University was
ccnducted in an attempt to assess both the extent and the nature of minority
group participation in programs on the graduate level. The results summar-
ized in the preceeding pages were based on data returned by all but two of
the individual departments. Certain problems to be taken into consideration
when evaluating these results were also cited. Nevertheless, it is felt
that these results reasonably well approximate the present sStatus of minority
group participation ia the graduate school programs at Michigan State Univ-
ersity.

For the status of minority gro<ip participation iuvs the 1967-68 academic
year as well as for the 1968 Fall term, a similar survey was conducted by the
Office of Equal Opportunity Programs and the Center for Urban Affairs. It
was found that Black Americans constituted approximately 1.33% of the total
4809 full-time graduate students of the 1967~68 academic year and 2.46% of the
total 4011 full-time graduate students of the 1968 Fall term. It was also

found that Black American part time enrollment constituted 3.05% of the total
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part time enrollment for the 1967-68 academic yesr and 1.7% for that of the
1968 Fall term. These figures can be compared to the present year in which
Black American graduate students constitute approximately 3.33Z of all grad-
uate students (both part time and full time).

The percent of Black Americans receiving Ph.D.'s from Michigan State
University since 1963 was found to be 1.5% of the total doctoral degree
recipients, and the area of study having the greatest concentration of Black
Americans was Education.

The report from which these results were obtained is available at the

Center for Urban Affairs at Michigan State University.
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TABLE 4

E:
o
5
o
I

i

MINORITY GROUP STUDENTS
EXPECTED TO RECEIVE DEGREES
IN 1970

Black American i Mexican American Indian American
Number of Students |

234* | 44 1 3
Number of Master's !
degree Candidates !

149 P18 1

Number and % of :
Master's students §
Expected to receive 56 (37.5) y 10 (55.55) 0 (0%)
degrees in 1970 i

Number of Doctoral 8l ; 26 (o)
Candidates :

]

!
Number and % of 5 ;
Doctoral students i :
Expected to receive 21 (25.92) | S (19.23) 0 (0%)

degrees in 1970

*The degree status of four of these students is unknown.
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TABLE 5

AREAS OF THE COUNTRY FROM WHICH

MINORITY GROUF GRADUATE

STUDENTS RECEIVED LATEST DEGREE

Black American

Mexican American

Indian American

Number of Students

Eastern Colleges &
Universities

Southern Colleges &
Universities

Big Ten Universities

Other Mid-wWest Colleges
& Universities

Western Colleges &
Universities

Other or Unaccounted
for

No. b3 No. L 3 No. %
234 100% 44 1008 4 1 100%
18 7.7% 2 4.52 B 0 0%
77 | 32.9% 0 0% 0 0%
!
56 | 23.9% || 10 22.7% || O 0%
| I i
{ 1 i t
i N
! 5 ) |
48 | 20.5% i 1 2.3% 0 0%
1 | !
' i
{' 6 2.6% 5 11.4% 0 0%
29 12.4% 26 59.0% 1 100%

YR PR WA




TABLE 6

WAYS IN WHICH MINORITY GROUP
STUDENTS CAME TO THE DEPARTMENT

Black American Mexican American | Indian American

No. 2 No. % No.
Number of Students )

234 - 100% - || 44 100% 1l 1G0%
Applied by and for
Themselves

116 49.6% (18 40.9% 1 100%
Recruited by normal
recruitment procedures

47 20.1% 10 22.7% 0 0%
Recruited because of
minority group status

49 20.9% 6 13.6% 0 (0] 1
Number of students
unaccounted for

22 9.4% 10 22.8% 0 0%

_H




A e s o e g R S L TR T

-20~

TABLE 7

FINANCIAL AID TO MINORITY
GROUP GRADUATE STUDENTS

T Black American | Mexican American | Indian American

Number of Students 234 44 1

Tuition Fellowship
Only 6 2

Graduate Assistant-
ships Only 35 11

Tuition Fellowship
with Stipend 795 6

Tuition Fellowship
with Stipend and 1o o]
Graduate Assistantship

Total Recieving
Financial Aid 130 , 19 _ o

% Recelving Financial
Aid .- ‘ 55.5% 43.2% 0%
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TABLE 9

SPECIAL RECRUITMENT FOR MINORITY
GROUP GRADUATE STUDENTS

For Black " For Mexican ( For Indian
Americans Americans Americans
No. % No. % No. %
No. of Depts. )
Responding
55 100% 43 100% 42 100%
Depts. with
Special Recruit-
ment Effort 34 {61.8% 7 16.3% 6 14.3%
Depts. without
Special Recruit- 21 {38.1% 36 B83.7% 36 | 85.7%
ment Effort
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