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PREFACE

Japanese kana symbols, both HIRAGANA and KATAKANA, are
50 basic and elementary a part of Japanese writing, that the
problems they can pose for beginning students of Japanese are
often overlooked. They form the first barrier to the reading
of Japanese writing, which is usually more difficult for the

student than it need be.

This exe:vise book has been designed to give students
an opportunity to practice the reading of KATAKANA. A
separate exercise book is being prepared for the reading of
HIRAGANA. The exercises are compositions by students of
previous classes, and contain vocabulary and sentence
patterns that are familiar; therefore, there should be no

difficulty in comprehending the context.

The exercises will be assigned as part of the homework

to be accomplished with appropriate lessons of the course.
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