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TESTING PROBLEMS

Critics of testing have pointed out that the tests being used are or-
iented to middle-class values because the test instruments are ''standard-
ized" upon samples of children drawn predominately from the middle class
milieu. It is charged that the test items reflect unfairly upon inner
city and disadvantaged school children whose limited experiences deny them
the opportunity to perform well on most tests currently in use. It is ar-
gued that tests and test items must.be more ''‘rclevant' to children's envi-
rormmental experiences and’ that measurenent problems are compounded by dif-
ferent learning and life styles.

Problems of measurement exist with children of different cultural her-
itage. Children with multi-lingual or non English-speaking backgrounds
are placed at great disadvantage in the classroom. They lack the level of
English fluency of their classmates. Such children tend to become separat-
ed from regular classroom settings for two Teasons:

1) Tests that draw heavily upon verbal skills
(English) discriminate against these chil- .-
dren.

2) By the fact that nearly all classroom cours-
es are taught in English, instruction in na-
tive English eniiances the language sophisti-
cation of the average, middle-class American
child, while the English-as-a-second language
child is attempting to grasp enough lingual
skills to function with the subject matter at
hand. Therefore he tends to drop behind.

The use of test results becomes an important issue. If children are

placed in learning tracks on the basis of questionable test scores, they

may be placed in classes that fail to stimulate their intellectual growth.



These children become part of a "locked-in," immobile instructional envi-
ronment that is socially isolated. The result is an ever-widening gap be-
tween these culturally-different students and children of middle-class

American Heritage.




CGOUNCIL INVESTIGATION

The Board of Directors of the Council of the Great City Schools has
directed its research staff to investigate issues surrounding testing in
the Great City Schools and the subsequent use of test results.

To proceed with its investigation on a sound basis, the Council re-
search staff developed a Survey of Testing quesiionnaire that was mailed
to each testing director in the Great Cities. The purposes of this sur-
vey were the following:

1. To determine to what extent the large,
urban schcol systems, particularly the
Great Cities, have been/are/will be in-
volved in test instrument standardiza-
tion.

2. To sample several aspects of the use
of test results.

The Survey was divided into three parts:

Part 1 .vv.evvevenenneeso o Information concerning test standardization

Part 2 ceceeseenesteessess . Information concerning the use of test results

Part 3 ceeeeceveaassnsaeso.All test currently used in the Great City

Schools

This Document Summarizes the returns from the Great Cities.
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

Test Standardization

Much criticism has been directed at school systems for testing disad-

vantaged, minority-group children with test instruments that were standard-

ized and normed on middle-class children.

The school population of the Great Cities' Schools (approximately
4.5 million) is predominately inner-city and disadvantaged. One objec-
tive of this Survey of Testing was to gain some perspective on the extent

to which children in ocur member city schools have been included in the

samples drawn by test publishers. While data gathered on test-standardiza- .

tion participation (past, present, and future) cites only a crude city-by-
city measure, without regard for sample sizes within those cities, the
data indicates that, thus far, the most widely used test -- the.Stanﬁord
Achievement Test -- will draw standardization samples in only two of the

Great Cities in the 1973 edition.

Use of Test Resulfs ‘

Two items were included in the survey to determine how test results
are used. Eight of eighteen Great City School Systems have had their test
results published in local newspapers. No effort, to our knowledge, has
been made to evaluate this public relations aspect of testing programs or
the political repercussions upon large city school systems due to varying
policies in releasing or withholding test results.

The more important item in this séction revealed that five large
city systems adknbwledged placing students in learning tracks on the

basis of test results. Four school systems indicated the tests they
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use as one factor in student placement procedures. Three systems indi-

cated the use of intelligence or mental ability tests; one system cited

achievement tests only.

Individually-Administered Mental Ability Tests

The Wechsler Scales and the Stanford-Binet appear to be used con-

currently by the same cities in their Psychological Services, ESEA, and

Follow-Through programs.

Group Mental Ability Tests

The Lorge-Thorndike Intelligence Test is being used by eight of the

Great Cities, the Khhlﬁann-Anderson is used in five Great Cities.

Readiness Tests

The Metropolitan appears to be the most widely accepted readiness

test.

Achievement Tests

The Stanford Achievement Tests are the most popular of the achievement
tests. Other widely used tests are the Cooperative Tests, the Metropolitan
Tests, the California Tests, the Comprehensive Tests of Basic Skills, the
STEP Tests. The Gates-MacGinitie Reading Tests appear to be a popular test

for non-regular school programs.
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TESTS STANDARDIZED SINCE 1964 AND THE PARTICIPATING GREAT CITIES

Academic Interest Index

Analysis of Learning Potential

Bailey Infant Scales of Deveiopment
Standardization Prnject

Preference Study Using Bender-Gestalt Test
With Children (3-8) '

Bennet Mechanical Comprehen:ion 'T=st
Bilmore Oral Feading Test, 3e-iez II

Boehm T=sts of Basic Conceptis

California Tests of Basic Skills

California Test of Basic Experiences

Cognitive Abilities Test
(Item Analysis § Standardization)

Contemporary Mathematics Test
Content Evaluation Series
Cooperative Primary Tests

Comprehensive Tests in Basic Skills

Detroit Reading Readiness Test
(validation of revised test)

Dictation Test (Seniors)
Dimensions of Temperament

The American Association of Health, Physical

Education § Recreation Physical Fitness Tests

(Special Education Classes)
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Milwaukee
Philadelphia
San Francisco

Detroit

Detroit

St. Louis
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Philadelphia
San Francisco
St. Louis

Buffalo
Milwaukee

Memphis -
Milwaukee

Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Cleveland
Portland
San Francisco
St. Louis

Detroit

Detroit

Milwaukee

Detroit




Health Education Siandardization Test
(Teazhers)

Metropolitan Achievement Tests

Metropolitan Achievement Tests Standardization
(Program 2-8) :

New York State Arithmetic Test (1969)
Otis-Lennon Item Analysis Research

Otis-Lennon Mental Ability Test

Otis-Lenncn Mental Ability Test Normative Study 11-T

Personnel Tests for Industry
Pimsleur Language Aptitude Battery

Pimsleur Language Aptitude Battery (validation,
grades 9-12)

Primary Achievement

Quick Test (restandardiiation, K-12)
Sociél Studies Achievement Test
Stanford Early School Achievement Test
Structure of Number Systems Test
Survey Reading Tests

S.T.E.PI
S.T.E.P. Series II (Norming Program, 3-12)

SCAT
SCAT (grades 9§10)
SCAT (normative study - grades 10-12)
SCAT 11
Tests of Basic Experiences
Tests of Basic Economics
Typing Tests for Business
U. S. Armed Forces Institute Course Exam

Wisconsin Contemporary Math

13

Detroit

Memphis
Memphis

Buffalo
Chicago
Chicago
Detroit
Philadelphia
Milwaukee

Jetroit
Portland
Detroit
Detroit

San Franciscc
Detroit
Portland

Portland
Memphis

Cleveland, Detroit
Memphis

Detroit

Portland, MilwauKee
Philadelphia
Milwaukee

San Francisco

Milwaukee

Milwaukee




N

TEST STANDARDIZATION INFORMATION

2. Is your school system currently involved in any commercial *-st standard-

ization effort?

Yes 8

No 10

Current Test Standardization Efforts Involving Eight of the Great Cities:

Test

California Achievement Tests

Cooperative Tests

Iowa Tests of Basic Skills

Metropolitan Achievement Test
(1970 Edition)

Modern Economics Test

National Educational Develop-
ment Test (1970)

Short-Form Test of Academic
Aptitude

STEP II (Sequential Tests of
Educational Progress)

SCAT

Tests of Basic Experience

Wisconsin Modern Math Tests

Publisher
McGraw-Hill

Educational Testing
Service

Houghton-Mifflin

Houghton-Mifflin

Science Research
Associates

Educational Testing
Service

Educational Testing

Service

McGraw-Hill

)
Ta'N

City
Chicago

Baltimore

Portland

Chicago
Pittsburgh

Milwaukee

Memphis

Chicago

Baltimore
Chicago
Detroit
Milwaukee
Philadelphia

Baltimore
Detroit
Philadelphia
Baltimore

Milwaukee




3. Has your system been selected by a test publisher for participation
in future test-standardization efforts?

Yes 13 No 5

4. Have you agreed to participate in such future efforts?

Under

Yes 9 No 6 Consideration 1 No Response 2

Future Standardization Efforts in Nine Great Cities:

Test Publisher City Date
Iowa Tests of Basic Houghton-Mifflin tlanta Fall 1970
Skills Chicago Fall 1970
' : Cleveland - - -
Detroit Fall 1970
(primary battery, Spring 1971)
Philadelphia Spring 1971
Stanford Achievement Harcourt, Brace § World Baltimore Fall 1970
Test (1973 Ed.) Milwaukee Fall 1970
Tests of Academic : Chicago Fall 1970
Progress Detroit Fall 1970
Cognitive Abilities Houghton-Mifflin ‘Philadelphia Fall 1970
Test Detroit Fall 1970
Chicago Fall 1970
National Educational Science Research Cleveland - - -
Development Tests Associates Chicago Fall 1970
Minneapolis Fall 1970

Washington, D.C. 1970-

15
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USE CF 1 ST RESULTS
5. Does your s :hool system publish test results in local newspapers? Eg
Yes 8 No 10
Great Cities that have had test results published in local wewspapers: A
Baltimore E
Chicago
Detroit (1969)
District of Columbia
Los Angeles
Philadelphia %ﬁ
San Diego =
San Francisco
Comments : 4 EE
Results are released to newspapers for publication -
. 4
The press repeats reports made to Board of Education §§

6. Does your school system place students in learning tracks on the basis
of test results?

Yes __ 5 No 12 No Response 1 Egl
Comments : | | gj |
1) Partially ‘ A

2) '"Learning Tracks,' No; “Guides for instruction," Yes.

3) Test scores are used in conjunction with other information in the
assignment of pupils. The concept of a ""learning track' is not
employed in our system.

4) Results of all city-wide tests are used in connection with various
class level placements, but are not a single criterion for program-
ming, nor are students actually ''tracked' as they may be enrolled in
several classes of different levels. Teacher's recormendation is
also utilized in determination of appropriate class level assignments.

5) Test results are used only as a partial criteria in tracking readirg
readiness classes, classes for mentally retarded, and scholars (aca-
demically talented).

6) A scholastic aptitude test score is only one element of information
for placement in special or advanced study classes. It is to be
used in conjunction with the child's past history of achievement,
teacher observation of classroom performance, motivation, interests,
and parental opinion. ‘

7) For specific learning deficiencies and not on a track basis

™

P

E%

16



Tests cited (in four Districts) as one factor in student placement policies:

District I.

District 2.

District 3.

District 4.

.

- KuhIlman-Anderson
Stanford-Binet Intelligence Test

- Jowa Test of Basic Skills
Stanford Achievement
Iowa Tests of Educational Development

Kuhlman-Anderson
Otis-Lennon

- WIsC
Stanford-Binet

17
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