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I haye'great hope for-theyfuture. This'optimism‘ls based on three
current happenlngs. N | | I | |
1;~-Research is currently belng conducted to stuady. components
| :that could be comb1ned to . formulate developmental readlng
systems at the secondary level.. Furthermore, the results
of this research are belng communlcated to the profess1on;
2. Partnershlps ‘are being formed between College of Educatlon'
“'and local school systems.‘ This should 1nsure more real-
st1c pre-serv1ce educatlon for our beg1nn1ng teachers and

_mup—date both content and practlce for our veteran teachers.

“fgé;thnd1v1duallzed;performance—based ducatlon 1s not Just

/lilibelng talkedvabout but is belng planned for or 1mp1emented
ffln our. sohools.

‘*jfk,_‘Each ofythese three movements seems to be a. response to three

tbas1c‘problemsAident1f1ed'1n’the research rev1ewed by Dr."Artley ‘si"_ B

‘the'abSence_of any coord1nated system of readlng 1nstructlon, un1n—_‘;

gflnjgreater‘detall

”%iResearch Concernlng the,Components of Secondary
: . Schfol R 'dlng Systems v

Harold Herber;andlhls assoclates at Syracuse are studylng
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Vear study sponsored by the Unltnd States Offlce of Educatlon,

Herber (6) uses several bas1c assumptlons as <cthe generatlve scurce

for h1s research'

1.

2.

The place for the functlonal teachlng of readlng in

vfsecondary schools is in the content classroom, w1th the

1nstruct10n prov1ded by classroom teachers who use their
ordinary*curriculum materials as ‘the means for that

1nstructlon.

vReadlng goes beyond the decodlng of symbols to theugenera—
};tlon of 1deas, the synthes1s of 1deas, and the application
f;of 1deas stlmulated by those symbols.,v" ‘

7tThe content of the materlal determlnes the process by

Vf,swhlch 1t is5feed;';The teacher's task is. to acqualnt

'fnot only w1th the content of the materlal but

'ff;fof exhortatlon but”rarely of appllcatlon.‘ He belleves
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simultaneously, then the}regularly required material of
the curriculum must be adjustedﬁto‘meet’the needs of the
students;ynot vice‘versa.z | |
6. ‘The.role ofvthe‘teacher must’change. Herber beiieves
that alteacher can'shiftdthe‘burden of,learning‘tovhisg'
: students and-helI') th 1 carry it rather than holding i’ ’
‘himself the knowledge‘studentS-should‘possess and di%lf
pensing it daily in piecemeal fashion. When .a teacher?*
views himself'as a guidevto students' learning'experi—gs
ences,,h1s students are not placed 1n the position of
itrylng to guess what 1s 1n hlS m1nd as he asks questlons._
:?;Vanch component of the readlng system shoulu be subJected
:V‘to many short term m1n1 stud1es each of whlch 1s conduc—‘,“

~A_ted after the effects of uhe prev1ous one have been deter—

“°,-m1ned wnd approprltte adgustments have been made for the‘1

:xénext study.‘ At the’end of th1s ser1es of 1terat4ve.f
ents_should be well deflned and could
"”k,whole system for secondary rcadlng.

sumptlons were used to genexate hypoﬁheses concernlng

g5aﬁlucondmry reahlngilnstructlonal system._ Herber {6) reports the
ﬂ,flndlngs of these mlnl—studles conducted durJng the flrst year of

Hyj;hls research 1n h1s book Rnsearch 1n Readlng 1n the Content Areas—~




K , ol

Sister Mary Edward Dolzn
structure (preparatlon, guldance, evaluatlon), and g) levels of
comprehenslon (llteral, 1nterpret1ve,;and app;led). The two other'
components,porganizational'patterns (causeeeffect, comparison—
contrast,fsimple listing, time order) and skills (inference, deduc-
tion), were conSidered indirectly. The second and third years'
research was built}onfthe findings of the first year.

" Although only the report of the first year of research is
'”available in printed‘form currently,_Herber has stated during this
conference that the'seCOndeyear report should be finished'in the
-fall (1971) and the report of the thlrd year S research should be

Hffavallable next sprlng (1972) The research pro;ect was' offlclally
»completed on March 15, 1971. : o
Some of the flndlngs reported by Herber}durlng th1s conferenced
-jconflrmed some of h1s assumptlons dlscussed earller 1n thls paper
hgand some that orlglnated as the progect progressed from the flrat

”'dﬁthrough the thlrd years.3”°

assumptlons-_f

O

,mHerber s researrh sunnorted Lhe iollowg
e It bt} 1mportant to have a deflnltlon of readlmg ln the

L contwnt ‘areas :so- subJect matter teachers unmderstand T
theiw: task of: teachlng coritent: ‘and - process: Emmmltaneously.
‘Content " teachers must:learn: ‘how: the. process of readlng
relates to the1r own d1sc1p11nes.»‘ ,

2. Vocabulary can be used to help students lea:n the: organra
. zational structures of a: glven toplc,lcourse, ‘or curricu~
'3<lum 1n each of the content areas.

3;i Comprehen51on.oficontent can bemlmproved whem -
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4. ~Group1ng of students within a class is equally as produc-
tive as learning in the classroom setting where the
teacher directly teaches the class if:

a. students are taught the process of reading and
reasoning

b. the task. is spec1f1c

c. stress is given to concepts embedded in the text

‘ especially when students are allowed to 1nteract w1thk
one another. :

In addltlon to this research study, Herber has also procured

a handbook, Teachlng Reading in Content Areas (7), to guide teachers
of the bas1c school subJects who wish to teach students how to read -
their content mater1als ““d 1ncrease the1r understandlng of the
‘content at the same t1me. It 1s an attempt to show teachers how to
develop content and process s1multaneously. |
: Herber s cont1nu1ng study 1s an outstand1ng example of the

llklnd of research Whlch prOJeCtS hope for future secondary read1nw

":ﬂfprograms.: Unrelated fragmented 1solated b1ts of research naVA

rfv;the profess1on.

:been la1d as1de‘and have_been replaced by the coord1nated study of

»ybas1c component= 1nterrelated}1n«a'readlng 1nstruct1onal system.

JPraﬂtlcal aspects needed for 1mplement1ng s1gn1f1~

e ant components 1nto current classroom curr1culums have also been

;.communlcated to teachers and adm1n1strators in handbook puleshed'

_lon the common market.l An approach such as tn1s should certa1nly

"fflead to the development of " sound purposeful coord1nated systems of

k;flread1ng 1nstruct10nylt,the secondary level.
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and/or unlnterested school personnel. An’ antidote to“this problenm , é,
could well be the formlng of partnershlps ‘between Colleges of Edu-

| catlon and local school systems to see how they can help and support

‘one another in thelx educatlonal endeavors.. ‘
" Let me cxempllfy thls.' Last week the three DubuQVe colleges

nv1ted all the superlntendents, currlculum perscnnel and pr1nc1—"

ST
K K

pals of the nelghborlng schﬂol systems, to meet w1th the faculties
of the Educatlon Jepartments to discuss the follow1ng questlons'
| 1. What d1rectlon 1s your school system g01ng with regard to . ' é
'5tcurrlculum, organlzatlonal patterns, teachlng strategles, .

‘»}lldemonstratlon school 1etc.

2. What k1 nd of help, 1f any, do' .-fou thlnk the local colleges ‘

J.”,can g1ve to the local school systemsqfeo‘

“ ocal colleges do

mutual bene11t°

toget{ﬂr to thelrd ‘
L e 7 mall bralnstormlug groups o Zg
seﬁan,:uncommltted and 1ne'tfadm1n1strators |
£ e hem to reneW‘thelr role as ;‘t7
‘?“:.;1nstruct onal:leadersﬁpledged to be catalysts Of change and 1hnova;,‘
‘"*ugitors in currlculum 1mprovement., College 1nstructors should also be

‘slmotlvaued to descend from the1r "germ—free laboratorles" aind become

av—to—day problems cf the local schools. -As a
wof contlnuing dlalogue between these two groups, 1t 1s hoped
& fucation ;s;w1ll;become more reallstlc by E

S experlences for pre—serv1ce students——f_ S
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culmina+ing as interns. Itvis also hoped that some of.the college
instructors will become c11n1cal professors and spend part of the1r
t1me not only with students but also with teachers in the schools.

Early (4) and Niles (13) suggest approaches to in-service
'teacher-educatlon to allev1ate the shortage of properly trained
seCondary readlng personnel Their listings'include providing
teachers opportun1t1es to attend lectures and demonstratlons by
reading consultants, to examine and- evaluatp materlals, to partici-
pate in "make—lt take- 1t" workshops and study groups.

» Robert McCracken (12) belleves that it takes a thousand

7pf~'angounds of trad1t10nal summer work or ten thousand pounds of

'tradltlonal undergraduatef ourse work to accompllsh what one
‘_pmmdofomﬂMﬁmbemwmemwcmlmn CmﬂmﬂttMslmsavwe
*nggrole be assumed by cllnlcal professors who have one foot in baS1C

At-ftheory in: thelr colleges and the other foot 1n chlldren s learn1ng B

‘";prob’ems 1n the local cla'grdo@?ff..i._

.._.‘,-,_:?Joel Burdln (3) 1n A Reader s Gulde to the Compl‘ehen51ve

«a;Models Preparlng Elementary Teachers summarlzes nlne dlfferent

:‘;;approaches to teacher educatlon. fhree of the baS1c components

D of each model 1nclude professlonal pre serv1ce experlences, ine

*‘serv1ce or on—the—gob tra1nlng 1n the local schools, and cllnlcal

fﬁprofessors responslble for both the pre—serv1ce and 1n—serv1ce

: \ S R

ks

:{fnewhthurstftowar"ﬁcooperat1ve efPort between colleges
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Individualized Performance;Based’EduCation--

Thelthird basic problem 1dent1f1ed in the review of the

literature was. the lack of dlrectlon 1n read1n programs. Magero

(1) uuys in h1s ‘boek, Prepar1ng}Instructlonal Obgectlves, that
‘?.‘. . an 1nstruc+or w1ll function in a fog of his own maxlng untll
he knows Just_what he wants his students to be able to do at the
end of insiruction.”™ Mager also distinguishes between course
descriptions (what a eourSevis about)‘and’courséﬁobjectives (what

‘:students should be ‘able to do after complet1ng a course) Teachers3

havo been to0. w1111ng to lav1sh t1me on the general a1ms and pur—egt‘*‘

N,poses of secondary readlng programs w1thout 1nd1cat1ng what 1t 1s_hf
tthat the student should be able to do as a result of h1s learnlng f

experlences._u 'g',‘;';;*‘"‘2§;;15»¢1

erformance objectives (8). The
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tltmes approprlate to the1r content four out‘of.five t1mes;ld4v_
The second- deals w1th the: 11teral comprehens1on of the deta11s
in. a’paragraph- "leen a- readlng selectlon and a 11st of 1ncomplete
isentences based upon 1t the student w111 complete each sentence by
*ﬂfllllng 1n the approprlate deta11s from the selectlon flve out of

-_s1x tlmes.,

Compare these performance obJectlves w1th the trad1t10na1

f;obgectlve,‘"to grasp_the ma1n 1dea of a paragraph" or "to recall

g}the deta11s of a paragraph.f‘f'héthe 1atter the behav1or expected
'fhof the learner 1s not prec1'ely stated the cond1t10ns under whlch
fa?the 1earner 1s to perform the task are not spec1f1ed, and a m1n1mal
‘5fsleve1 of proflclency is’ not stated.;rf7

Lew1s9(10) statesvthat ”It 1s generally agreed that teachers
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_Con;clusions' -
The questlon asked at the beglnnlng of this sess1on was,
"Secondary Developmen+al Readlng Programs——Are They Feas1b1e9"

y Research 1nd1cates that serlous problems have hampered the1r
'vvdevelopment and/or the1r 1mp1ementatlon. There was 11tt1e ev1dence-
"{of any coord1nated system of secondary developmental readlng 1nstruc—,'
f*tlon.‘ Secondary school readlng personnel were 1nadequate1y prepared
’;‘and adm1n1strators seemed un1nterested Students 1n secondary o
T_schools wanted help 1n readlng but the readlng programs offered |

:'pvwere often 1nadequate and d1rectlonfess. ”
But what about NOW° Are they feas1b1e NOW°
Yes——lf research 11ke that of Herber s cont1nues.

Yes—élf the results of such research 1s communlcated to. the

”profess1on and:broughtatopa practfcal level 1n the educatlon of

programs can become feasible. .
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